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Mountain National Park is administered by the
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. A
superintendent, u)mu address is Estes Park, CO 80517,
s in immediate

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Depart-
ment of the nlrior bav responsbiy for most of our
dionally owned pobi Jads and n “This
includes fostering the wisest e
o ne e i e
and cultural

isirial placon, ey e enjoyment of life
through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses our

cneryy st misoral resourcen and Cnoou
their development is in the best interests of all our people.

in Island Territories under U.S. administration.

National Park Service
US. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

P

was. wmnnuu a ritual dance among the Hopi Indians of

orthern frontier. Though Father Garces
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delphia, they were a part of America in 1776.

passed

both the nati Colorado State.
mmmlnl uhhmhnl

rapidly to the Southwest in the years after

r-».er cma'  prcehood. uures became fragmanied a8

224 Spasard eosounkerd Prooch r taders and

merican mountain men, miners, soldiers, and

ranchers. Above and beyond the tides of change stood

the bigh Rockies thelrsinng peats sewsarog andzarts

to those who travel n horizons of the West.

e i o e ‘War,the Rockie themeives

became a part of the national pageant. In 1873, the great

frontier photographer William H. Jackson awed the Ameri-

can bl wih 2 sianing holopapt o the oog uncred

Mount ly Cross in central Colorado. Within

tio Yo i5 great peaks had been climbed and mapped

by explorers and scientists of the Federal surveys. In 1876,

onial and

reality, were fast becoming part

In mu turn, four cultures bid for this land. Today, the

and the National Park System areas

Gl perpetuate the contributions of these diverse

‘peoples and the wilderness heritage that is so much a part
of America.

To Enjoy The Park

. programs

The National Park Service encourages you

acquainted with the park through its guided mln camp-
fire programs, and other activities. These programs begin
in early June and extend into September. Pick up a u:h«lu.le
at one of the information centers. Be sure to see the orient

tion film at headquarters (open all year), and the nhlhm
ll Mplm Vulmr Center (June-October) and Moraine

Rocky Mountain National Park we
hope your experience here will go with you as a happy
e Yo Aild . sy, Ay, Antmecd -

ion for nature, a sharpened awareness of the inter-
Sependence of nimals (Jnluding maa), plets, ol
and water, and an understanding that man is inescapably
a part of this precariously balanced system.
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. . drive its roads
From the east, Trail Ridge Road takes a winding course
as it leaves Estes Park, reaches 3,704 meters (12,183 feet),
and then descends to Grand Lake. Take 3 or 4 hours for
this 80-kilometer (S0-mile) scenic drive, stopping at the
ook 1o abor fospreding vievsaf Rocky: Mo
tain's peaks and ‘As you travel along Trail Ridge
il o you are on the “roof of the world"
with superlative vistas of glacier-carved peaks on every side.
For a closer look at the alpine world, walk to Forest
Canyon Overlook or take the ¥4-hour round trip Tundra

help you understand some of the things you have seen and
felt along Trail Ridge Roa
Fall River Road, a section of the original road crossing
he mountains, is open from Hor

e R G
n valley, oflecing an excyday mcocing

motorized vans are prot
the history and natural history of this old

Take Bear Lake Road if you have the time—an extra
hour or so will do it. This is one of the few paved roads
I e Rockle tat lead o it o 4 g mecala
basi

‘Dou' forpt: Rocky Mountai'sroads ae not highpeed
highways, but are instead designed for maximum enjoy-
et ol scesery, S pied el )l e
enforced. Please obey Report all accidents to the
et pu s i

Five roadside campgrounds—Moraine Park, Glmer Basin,

Aspenglen, Longs Peak, and Timber Creek—provide an

enjoyable way to become acquainted with Rocky Mouotaa,

Campiag & lled t 3 dape at Loogs Pesk 4047 days st

e ot st 1 sumener, campirouds wsualy beve boso

e o
e 5

cumpground s keptopen l year, A rescrvaton tysem may
be in use at some campgrounds at the time of your visit.
Wood fires are permitted in fire grates at campgror
and picnic areas. A written permit is required for all fires
outsde those areas. Wood gathering is prohibited in camp-
and along roadsides.

+ . . take its trails and climb its mountains
Day use. More than 480 kilometers (300 miles) of trai
provide acces to remote sections of the park. Short trails
lead to many scenic features. Easy strolls start from the
Cub Lake and Fern Lake trail heads. The Bear Lake area
is a good starting point for short Lo mEni
Overnight trips. The backcountry of
all of the park outside of dmlnped
areas; it can be only by trail or across country.
A Backcountry Use Permit is required for:
1. All overnight trips into the backcountry, summer

fer.
2. Technical climbs. All ascents involving the use of
technical climbing _equipment (ropes, pitons, etc.).
“This permit must be obtained be i
country, and is avai

unless a reservatio
by writing 2 weeks ahead of time.

In the mountain streams and lakes are four species of
trout: German brown, brook, rainbow, and_cutthroat.

hese cold waters may not produce large fish, but the
mperh mawntaia ey vil ebaace your experence
Trout populations are maintained by natural reproduction
without stocking.

Remember, you must have a Colorado license. Use of
e Sl . bl Sl i aocia e
ditions. You should review special fishing reulations at
park headquarters o at the nearest park ranger station
before you fish!

+ . . 0 horseback riding

Horses with guides can be hired at two locations insi
IMpukandnnmnd-,wbwnnmmnlhwn.w.
side both the east and west park boundaries.

.. . see it in winter
Winter means snow in the Rockies; and snow means skiing
—cross-country skiing in the lower valleys, winter moun-
ainering in the high counry, and. downhll sking 3
Hidden Valley. Each type of activity has its special thrills;
but you must be properly equipped.

‘The Hidden Valley Winter Use Area is 11 kilometers
(7 miles) from the Fall River Entrance and almost 10
Kilometers (6 miles) from the Beaver Meadows Entrance.
Access roads 1o Hidden Valley from the east are kept open,
and provide the traveler a panorama of the high mountains.

The Face Of The Land
The ancestral lockiﬂ n d their beginning about 300
ol area was uplifted from shallow
as. Cycles P by the seas and renewed
..pnn of the lad. ollowed untl L
about 70 million years ago, return. Alternating
parods of i vokanie actvkY, s srsion Sima Sext
About 5 to 7 million years ago, forces within the earth
initiated a final broad uplift of the Rocky Mountain re-
gion. In the park, the overall effect was (o raise the moun-
B T T T e e
12,000 feet). Deep erosion followed. Shallow Rl
eventually became winding V-shaped canyons 450
‘meters (about 600 to 1,500 feet) deep.

Signs of several periods of glacial activity are evident
e R eI
Jeft. sheer rock faces like Peak. Broad,
il s deacii e fps ef giant glaciers
HieoogaiThatVabiped beeansut) vlllzys The  glacier-
Sl T L
rock debris known as moraines can be clearly seen in
Moraloe Park. Chalod of Ikee laked by sresims sk 48
the Gorge Lakes (visible from Trail Ridge Road), now

fll depressions that were scoured out by glaciers.

Plantlife To Match The Heights

As you travel from the valleys o the high peaks, you will
SR D B TR e
ness, exposure,

At lower a-mm S o ety et
and dry, open stands of ponderosa pine and juniper grow
e mm. the sun; on cooler north slopes Douglas-

ly blue spruce graces

e T ground closely, an adaptation
the desiccating winds, and pmaua seeds quickly, an
.a.pmm 10 the brief summers. Grasses, mosses, lichens
R create patterns of end-
variety and surprise. Trail Ridge Road snakes for 18
s (11 miles) through this Lilliputian plant world
above treeline.

A Varied Wi
‘As you explore this magaificent setting of valleys and high
occasional glimpses

itement.
to be around, but

Bighorn—the living symbol of Rocky 4y Mountai Natonsl
Park—venture out into Horseshoe Park near Sheep Lake
‘where there is a mineral lick. Please observe them from the

lot.

he coyote is familiar
d winter evenings at Moraine Park and

Beaver, which are abundant in almost every stream, are
easy 10 observe. All you need to do is spend a little time
in the evening around their ponds and Iod.u Ty gl

working about sunset and continue lony
e g0 aboud 1l sl ey peshaBly) e
any attention to you!

e numben of species andindividuals seen,

. rewarding ol widifecoervi
ety park. Of the more than 150 kinds regularly
red, the most common are the famili

bluebird, chickadee, and junco. A good field guide.
understanding of the distribution and habits of birds, and
£00d habits of observation on your part should lead to such
finds as the golden or bald eagles, white-tiled
di

University of Ky. Library

Certain rules have been established to assure your safety
and that of the wild animals, and o protect park values.

Itis unlawful 10 feed or molest any animal. Hun
allowed:; in fact, possession of any TR
charge missiles and capable of injuring or destroying animal
s prohibited. Al naural features—planis, animals,

apt 1o harm you if you do not approach them.

Mountain Men To Naturalists
Al the Urited Sutes scquied the regon throgh the
B G G 1
o i

Gri
iranstered s ighs 10 o Britah nobleman, the Earl of
Dunraven. The Earl kept out many enterprises that would
have seriously marred the matchless landscape and also
did much o bring the region to public aitention.
e e P
pectial e o mesndlof ety pocole
ration of a plan 10 have the are
park. The mafr foree bebind the P
Enos Mills, naturalist, writer, conservationist, and
pher. His years of hard work were rewarded when he
participated in the dedication ceremonies for Rocky Moun-
tain National Park on September 4, 1915.

Enos A. Mills (Ieft) served as chairman at the dedication of
ional Park in 1915. Mills, a nationally

Edward T. Teytor tird from (e} ad Colorado Gov. George
A Carlson (right* Taylor, a skilled politcian, shepherded the
park bill past is final congressional hurdles.

How To Reach Rocky Mountain
The and busline terminals are at
65 miles) from Estes Park, and
at Cheyenne, Wyo., 146 kilometers (91 miles) distant.
Gray Line Tours makes connections with transcontinen-
al Iroads, and buslines at Denver. You can
this company at P.0. Box
1977, Denver, CO 80202, or by telephoning 303-825-8201.

Accommodations
There are no overnight accommodations under Gover
ment supervision i the park. A few privately =
accommodations are available.

For information sbout facilities adjacent to the park,
write to the chamber of commerce at either Estes Park,
€O 80517, or Grand Lake, CO 80447.

Safety Precautions

Hiking and climbing precautions. Accidents in the moun-

ains, even minor ones, may have serious or fatal conse-
quences. Severe storms come quickly, even in summer, with
attendant exposure 1o low temperatures, rain, snow, sleet,
and lightning. All hikers and climbers should observe the
following precautions:
Never climb alone. Register before and after the climb.
Avoid steep snowfields. Don't over-extend your physical
ability. Start early. Avoid open high ridges and peaks
during lightning. Turn back in adverse weather. Move
cautiously on steep or rocky areas. Children should be
warned not 10 run downbil.

Pets are not allowed on trails or in areas not accessible
1o automobiles. In areas where they are permitted, they
must be kept on a leash.

Vehicles are not allowed on trails or off the roads.

M: nt Program
B CREF UL TR FIRE® Fies caused by man pre-
sent a major threat to the park's vegetation. Lightning-
however, are a natural and necessary
rest life. Areas subject to natural cycles of
burning and regrowth contain mixed stands of both young,
and old trees. Rocky Mountain National Park was estab-
lished in part to preserve the beautiful mixed forest of
ines, spruce, and firs which characterize the area.
Lightning-caused forest fires are thus being allowed to
i themselves out, providing they do not endanger human
life and property.

We're Joining The Metric World
The National Park Service is introducing metric measure-
ments in its publications to help Americans become ac-
quainted with lhe muru: system -lﬂ ln mwme interpreta-
tion for park visitors from other nat
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FEET  METERS

ALTITUDES ARE IN FEET, AND DISTANCES ARE IN MILES.
ONE FOOT IS 0.3 METERS, 1 MILE IS 1.6 KILOMETERS.
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Trail Distances
/ay trail distances from nearest approach roads
(distances based on nearest half mil)

From Bear Lake to Kilometers Mies
18

24
32

72
Trail & W. Portal Rd) via
312

Trail & W. Portal Rd) via
2

‘om Phantom Val
Lulu City site

La Poudre Pass
Thunder Pass

 Parking Area to

om Grand Lake to
Shadow Mountain (East Shore Trail head) 8
Cascade Falls (Jct. N. Inlet Trail with W. Portal

Rd.)
Lake Nokoni (Jet. N. Inlet Trail with W. Portal
d 20
Lake Nanita (Jct. N. Inlet Trail with W. Portal
Rd)
Adams Falls (East Inlet Trail head)

Lone Pine Lake (East Inlet Trail head)
Lake Verna (East Infet Trail head)
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Sandbeach Lake (from Copeland Lake)

From Horseshoo Park to

Doa Miountaa fom Doer Ridge)

From Farn Lake Trail Jet. (Moraine Park) to

Cub Lake (from Moraine Park Rd.)

From Glacier Gorge Jet. to
Loch Vale
Mills L

From Estes Park
Gem Lake (from Devis Gulch Rd.)

From Longs Peak Campground to
Eugenia Mine
Chasm Lake
Longs Peak
Twin Sisters (from Colo. 7)
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« Krueger Rock
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