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PREFACE.

To the lovers of thrilling adventure, the title of this
work would alone be 1ts s.i't'e_xlzi_ft.',&t recommendation. The
expioits of the Heroes of the West, need but a simple
narration to give them an irresistible charm. They dis-
play the bolder and rougher features of human nature in
their noblest light, softened and directed by virtues that
have appeared in the really heroic deeds of every age,
and form pages in the history of this country destined to
be read and admired when much that is now deemed ore
important is forgotten.

It is true, that, with the lights of this age, we regard
many of the deeds of our western ploneer as aggressive,
barbarous, and unworthy of civilized men. DBut there is
no truly noble heart that will not swell in admiration of
the devotion and disinterestedness of lit?]lj:t!]t%ll Ln‘.‘lg:m? the
self-reliant energy of Boone and Whetzel, and the steady
firmness and consummate military skill of George Rogers
Clarke. The people of this country need records of the
lives of such men, and we have attempted to present these
in an attractive form.

(vii)
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HEROES OF THE WEST.

Daniel Boone.

N all notices
of border life,
the name of
Daniel Boone
appears first

—as the hero and the

father of the west. In

him were united those
qualities which make
the accomplished fron-

tiersman—daring, ac-
tivity, and circumspec-
tion, while he was fitted
beyond most of his contemporary borderers to lead and
command.

Daniel Boone was horn either in Virginia or Pennsyl-
vania, and at an early age settled in North Carolina, upon
the banks of the Yadkin. In 1767, James Findley, the
(11)




12 HEROES OF THE WEST,

first white man who ever visited Kentucky, returned to the
settlements of North Carolina, and gave such a glowing
account of that wilderness, that Boone determined to ven-
ture into it, on a hunting expedition. ‘Accordingly, in
1769, accompanied by Findley and four others, ke com-
menced his journey. Kentucky was found to be all that
the first adventurer had represented, and the hunters had
fine sport. The country was uninhabited, but, during cer-
tain seasons, I'r:n'l'ics of the northern and southern Indians
visited it upon hunting expeditions. These parties fre-
quently engaged in fierce confliets, and hence the beautiful
region was known as the ‘“dark and bloody ground.”

On the 22d of December, 1769, Boone and one of his
companions, named John Stuart, left their encampment
on the Red river, and boldly followed a buffalo path far
into the forest. While roving carelessly from canebrake
to canebrake, they were suddenly alarmed by the appear-
ance of a party of Indians, who, springing from their
place of concealment, rushed upon them with a swiftness
which rendered escape impossible. The hunters were
seized, disarmed, and made prisoners. Under these ter-
rible circumstances, Boone’s presence of mind was admi-
rable. IHe saw that there was no chance of immediate
escape ; but he encouraged his eompanion and constrained
himself to follow the Indians in all their movements, with
80 constrained an air, that their vigilance began to relax.

On the geventh evening of the captivity of the hunter,
the party {'!If._‘..‘l[tl!!t_'-’l in a thick cane-break, and llrt'.'il'l'g
built alarge fire lay down to rest. About midnicht, Boone,

who had not closed his eyes, ascertained from the deep
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DANIEL BOONE. 15

DANIEL BOONE.

breathing of all around him, that the whole party, including
Stuart, was in a deep sleep.  Gently extricating himself
from the savages who lay around him, he awoke Stuart,
informed him of his determination to escape, and exhorted
him to follow without noise. Stuart obeyed with quickness
and silence. Rapidly moving through the forest, guided
by the light of the stars and the barks of the trees, the
hunters reached their former camp the next day, but found

1t plundered and deserted, with nothing remaining to show

o
the fate of their companions. Soon afterwards, Stuart
was shot and scalped, and Boone and his brother who had
come into the wilderness from North Carolina, were left
alone in the forest. Nay, for several months, Daniel had
not a single companion, for his brother returned to North
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Carolina for ammunition. The hardy hunter was exposed
to the greatest dangers, but he contrived to escape them all.
In 1771, Boone and his brother returned to North Carolina,
and Daniel, having sold what property he could not take
with him, determined to take his family to Kentucky, and
make a settlement. He was joined by others at ¢ Powel’s
it Valley,” and commenced the journey, at the head of a con-
i siderable party of pioneers. Being attacked by the In-
i dians, the adventurers were compelled to return, and it
was not until 1774, that the indomitable Boone succeeded
in conveying his family to the banks of the Kentucky,
and founding Boonesborough. ' In the meantime, James
Harrod had settled at the station called Harrodsburgh.
| QOther stations were founded by Bryant and Logan—dar-

e

o ing pioneers ; but Boonesborough was the chief object of
{;r}‘ Indian hostility, and was exposad to almost incessant at-
fl"i tack, from its foundation until after the bloody battle of

+ 'll Blue Licks. During this time, Daniel Boone was regarded
??E as the chief support and counsellor of the settlers, and in
TChE all emergencies, his wisdom and valor was of the greatest

- gervice. He met with many adventures, and made some
! ; hair-breadth escapes, but survived all his perils and hard-
' ! a ships and lived to a green old age, enjoying the respect
HHH and confidence of a large and happy community, which

“; his indomitable spirit had been chiefly instrumental in
HED founding. He never lost his love of the woods and the

chase, and within a few weeks of his death might have
i been seen, rifle in hand, eager in the pursuit of game.

3 2
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Simon Henfoi.

S1MoN KENTON was born in Fauquier county, Virginia,
on the 15th of May, 1755. His parents were poor, and
until the age of sixteen his days seem to have been passed
in the laborious drudgery of a farm. When he was about

(19)
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sixteen, an unfortunate occurrence threw him upon hig

R T et P ———

own resources. A robust young farmer, named Leitch
man, and he were rival suitors for the hand of a young
coquette, and she being unable to decide between them,

they took the matter into their own hands and fought a

_ —t=

regular pilt.r]lw] battle at a HUHIJIE'.‘\." spot in the forest.

L]
: : After a severe struggle, Kenton triumphed, and left his
b oL . . .
1 5 antagonist upon the ground, apparently in the agonies of
i3 death. Without returning for a suit of clothing, the

! young conqueror fled westward, assumed the name of

Butler, joined a party of daring hunters, and visited

¥
o

by B

Kentucky, (1773.) In the wilderness he became an ac-
complished and successful hunter and spy, but suffered
many hardships.

In 1774, the Indian war, occasioned by the murder of

e —— e o i b

the family of the chief, Logan, broke out, and Kenton

e
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entered the service of the Virginians as a spy, in which
capacity he acted throughout the campaign, ending with
the battle of Point Pleasant. He then explored the coun-
try on both sides of the Ohio, and hunted in company
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with a few other, in various parts of Kentucky. When

, Booneshorough was attacked by a large body of Indians,
,; Simon tock an active part in the defence, and in several
e 4 of Boone’s expeditions, our hero served as a spy, winning
e I a high reputation.
i:. n{ 5. __ In the latter part of 1777, Kenton, having crossed the
i 1 Ohio, on a horse-catching expedition, was overtaken and
) f_ made captive by the Indians. Then commenced a series
a.-:'!-':'.. i of tortures to which the annals of Indian warfare, so deeply
E t ; $inged with horrors, afford few parallels. Haying kicked
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STMON KENTON. 23

and cuffed him, the savages tied him to a a pole, in a
very painful position, where they kept him till the next
morning, then tied him on a wild colt and drove it swiftly
through the woods to Chilicothe. Here he was tortured
in various ways. The savages then carried him to Picka-
way, where 1t was intended to burn him at the stake, but
from this awful death, he was saved through the influence
of the renegade, Simon Girty, who had been his early
friend. Still, Kenton was carried about from village to
village, and tortured many times. At length, he wa
taken to Detroit, an English post, where he was well-
treated ; and he recovered from his numerous wounds. In
the summer of 1778, he succeeded in effecting his escape,
and, after a long march, reached Kentucky.

Kenton was engaged in all the Indian expeditions up
to Wayne's decisive campaign, In 1794, and was very
gerviceable as a spy. Few borderers had passed through
go many hardships, and won so bright a reputation. He
lived to a very old age, and saw the country, in which he
had fought and suffered, formed into the busy and popus
lous state of Ohio. In his latter days, he was very poor,

and, but for the kindness of some distinguished friends,

would have wanted for the necessaries of life.
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Geotge Rogers Clarke.

IN natural genius for military command, foew men of
the west have equalled George Rogers Clarke. The con-
ception and execution of the famous expedition against
Kaskaskia and Vincennes displayed many of those quali-
ties for which the best generals of the world have been
eulogized, and would have done honor to a Clive.

Clarke was born in Albermarle county, Virginia, in
September, 1753. Tike Washington, he engaged, at an
early age, in the business of land surveying, and was fond
of several branches of mathematics, On the breaking out
of Dunmore’s war, Clarke took command of a company,
and fought bravely at the battle of Point Pleasant, being

(24)
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GEORGE ROGERS CLARKE, 2T

engaged in the only active operation of the right wing of
the Virginians against the Indians. Peace was concluded
goon after, by Lord Dunmore, and Clarke, whose gallant
bearing had been noticed, was offered a commission in the
royal service. But this he refused, as he apprehended
that his native country would soon be at war with Great
Britain.

Early in 1775, Clarke visited Kentucky as the favorite
scene of adventure, and penetrated to Harrodsburgh. His
talents were immediately appreciated by the Kentuckians,
and he was placed in command of all the irregular troops
in that wild region. In 1776, the young commander ex-
erted himself with extraordinary ability to secure a politi-
cal organization and the means of defence to Kentucky,
and was so successful as to win the title of the founder of
the commonwealth.*

In partisan service against the Indians, Clarke was active
and efficient ; but his bold and comprehensive mind looked
to checking savage inroads at their sources. He saw at
a glance, that the red men were stimulated to outrages by
the British garrisons of Detroit, Vincennes and Kaskaskia,
and was satisfied that to put an end to them, those posts
must be captured. Having sent two spies to reconnoitre
Kaskaskia and Vincennes, and gained considerable intelli-
gence of the situation of the enemy, the enterprising com-
mander sought aid from the government of Virginia to
enable him to carry out his designs. After some delay,
money, supplies, and a few companies of troops were ob-
wained. Clarke then proceeded to Corn Island, opposite

* Butler.
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28 HEROES OF THE WEST,

the present city of Louisville. Here the objeets of the
expedition were disclosed. Some of the men murmured,
and others attempted todesert; but the energy of Colonel
Clarke secured obedience and even enthusiasm.

The little band soon 2ommenced its march lin‘m_iu‘]! a
wild and difficulty country, and on the 4th of July, 1778
reached a spot within a few miles of the town of j\:!.:’!&.:lr:'-
kia. Clarke made his arrangements for a surprise with
great skill and soon after dark, the town was captured
‘““.hl_-"UI *;!L_ ]Itl]lg‘ i Ill't:l} Ui. L]‘.Hlil. Flil: i!!ll:lhi[:!i]i:i were
at first terror-stricken and expected to be massaered, but
they were soon convinced of their mistake by the bearing
and representations of the Virginia commander. Cahokia
was captured shortly afterwards, without difficulty,

(larke’s situation was now extremely critical, and he
duly appreciated the fact. Vincennes was still i front,
so garrisoned, that i seemed madness to attempt 1ts cap-
ture by direct attack. But a bold offensive movement
could alone render the conquests which had been made,
permanent and advantageous. A French priest, named
Gibault, secured the favor of the inhabitants of Vincennes
for the American interest, and the Indians of the neigh-
borhood were coneciliated by the able management of Co-
lonel Clarke, who knew how to win the favor of the men
better than any other borderer ; but on the 29th of Jan-
uary, 1779, intelligence was receive d at Kaskaskia, where
Clarke was then posted, that Governor Hamilton had taken
possession of Vincennes, and meditated the re-capture of
the other posts, preparatory to assailing the whole frontier,
as tar as Fort Pitt.
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GEORGE ROGERS CLARKE. 31

Clarke determined to act upon the offensive immediately,
as his only salvation. Mounting a galley with two four
pounders and four swivels, and manning it with forty
six men, he dispatched it up the Wabash, to the White
River, and on the Tth of February, 1779, marched from
Kaskaskia at the head of only one hundred and seventy
men, over the drowned lands of the Wabash, against the
British post. The march of Arnold by way of the Ken-
nebee to Canada can alone be placed as a parallel with this
difficult expedition. The indemitable spirit of Clarke sus-
tained the band through the most incredible fatigues. On
the 28th the expedition approached the town, still undis-
covered. The American commander then issued a pro-
clamation, intended to produce an impression that his force
was large and confident of success, and invested the fort.
So vigorously was the siege prosecuted that the garrison
was reduced to straits, and Governor Hamilton compelled
to capitulate. (24th of February, 1779.) This was a
brilliant achievement and reflected the highest honor upon
Colonel Clarke and his gallant band. Detroit was now in
full view, and Clarke was confident he could capture it if
he had but five hundred men; but he could not obtain
that number, till the chances of success were annihilated,
and thus his glorious expedition terminated. The object
of the enterprise, however, which was the checking of In-
dian depredations, was accomplished. Clarke afterwards

engaged in other military enterprises and held high civil
offices in Kentucky ; but at the capture of Vincennes his
fame reached its greatest brilliancy, and posterity will not
willingly let it die,
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THE real neroic spirit, which delights in braving the
greatest dangers in the cause of humanity, was embodied
in Benjamin Logan, one of the first settlers in Kentucky,
This distinguished borderer was born in Augusta county,
Virginia. At an early age he displayed the noble im-
pulses of his heart; for upon the death of his father,
when the laws of Virginia allowed him, as the eldest son,
the whole property of the intestate, he sold the farm and
distributed the money among his brothers and sisters, re-
gerving a portion for hig mother. At the age of twenty-
one, Logan removed to the banks of the Holston, where

1¢)
(32)
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LOGAN JOURNEYING INTO KENTUCKY.
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BENJAMIN LOGAN. 35

he purchased a farm and married. He served in Dun.
more’s war. In 1775, he removed to Kentucky, and soon
became i.“."i.%?l:_fll-i*-ilf'il among the }1.’!1'1._1_‘-.-’ frontiersmen for
firmness, prudence, and humanity. In the following year
he returned for his family, and brought them to & small
settlement called Logan’s Fort, not far from Harrodsburgh.

On the morning of the 20th of May, 1777, the women
yere ]n]f](i]slu' the cows at the ate of the little fr_sl't? and
some of I]H_'__‘_":ll"!"lrihli Elltf_'H'--{‘I]'rl'__‘_' them, when a party of
Indians appeared and fired at them. One man was shot
dead, and two more ‘~'-'H1L!1|1l"-i? one of them 1[211‘.'1:!]1}-’. The
whole party instantly ran 1nto the fort, and closed the
gate. The enemy quickly showed themselves at the edge
of the canebrake, within rifle-shot of the gate, and scemed
numerous and determined. A spectacle was now pre-
sented to the garrison which awakened interest and com-
passion. A man, named Harrison, had been severely
wounded, and still lay near the spot where he had fallen.

3

The poor fellow strove to crawl towards the fort, and suec-
ceeded in reachine a cluster of bushes, which, however,
were too thin to shelter his-person from the enemy. His
wife and children in the fort were in deep distress at his
gituation. The case was one to try the hearts of men.
The numbers of the garrison were so small, that 1t was
thoucht folly to sacrifice any more lives in_ striving to
gave one seemingly far spent. Logan endeavored to per-
suade some of the men to accompany him in a sally; but
the danger was so appalling that only one man, John
Martin, could be induced to make the attempt. The gate
was cpened, and the two> sallied forth, Logan leading the
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1 HEROES OF THE WEST.

ray, . They had advanced about five steps, when Harri
gon made a vigorous attempt to rise, and Martin, supposing
him able to help himself, sprang back within the gate.
Harrison fell at full-length upon the grass. Logan paused
1 moment after the retreat of Martin, then sprang for-
ward to the spot where Harrison lay, seized the wounded
man in his arms, and in spite of a tremendous shower of
balls poured from every side, reached the fort without re-
ceiving a scratch, though the gate ‘and picketing near
him were riddled and his clothes pierced in several places.

Soon afterwards, the heroic Logan again performed an
act of self-devotion. The fort was vigorously assailed,
and although the little garrison made a brave defence,
their destruction seemed imminent, on account of the
scarcity of ammunition. Holston was the nearest point
where supplies could be obtained. But who would brave
so many dangers in the attempt to procure it? No one
but Logan. After encouraging his men to hope for his
speedy return, he crawled through the Indian encampment
on a dark night, proceeded by by-paths, which no white
man had then trodden, reached Holston, obtained a supply
of powder and lead, returned by the same almost inac-
cessible paths, and got safe within the walls of the fort.
The garrison was inspired with fresh courage, and in &
few days, the appearance of Colonel Bowman, with a body
of troops, compelled the savages to retire.

Logan led several expeditions into the Indian country,
and won a hich renown as one of the boldest and most
guccessful of Kentucky’s heroes. When the Indian de-
predations were, in a great measure, checked, he devoted

vy g T vy . . - n i i i
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BENJAMIN LOGAN. 3T

himself to civil affairs, and exerted considerable influence
upon the politics of the country. Throughout his career,
he was beloved and respected as a fearless, honest, and
intelligent man.
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CapTAIN SAMUEL BraDY was the Daniel Boone of
‘t“l?t_’.-‘t-."'l‘ll 1’(‘11!1.4“.']\';1111:1. As brave as a ].itm, as swift as a
deer. and as cautious as a panther, he gave the [ndians
veason to tremble at the mention of his name. As the
captain of the rangers he was the favorite of General
Brodhead. the commander of the Pennsylvania forces,
and regarded by the frontier inhabitants as their eye

and arm.

W e e g — s s

§ The father and brother of Captain Brady bemng killed
1 " - - . w = 3 = 1 = - =
& by the Indians, it is said that our hero vowed to revenge
e their murder, and never be at peace with the Indians of

1§ §i =%
ot (88)
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SAMUEL BRADY. 41

any tribe. Many instances of such dreadful yows, made
in moments of bitter anguish, ocenr in the history of our
border, and, when we consider the circumstances, we ¢an
gearcely wonder at the number, though, as Christians, we
shouhlvcunrlu;-mn such bloody resolutions.

Many of Brady’s exploits are upon record; and they
are ent‘itkd to our admiration for their singular daring
and ingenuity. One of the most remarkable is known in
border history as Brady’s Leap. The energetic Brodhead,
by an expedition into the Indian tountry, had delivered
guch destructive blows that the savages were quieted for
a time. The general kept spies out, however, for the
purpose of guarding against sudden attacks on the getile-
ments. One of the scouting parties, under the command

as their field of duty. The captain reached the waters
of Slippery Rock, without seeing any signs of Indians.
Here, however, he came on a trail, in the evening, which
he followed till dark, without overtaking the enemy. The
next morning the pursuit was renewed, and Brady over-
took the Indians while they were at their morning meal.
Unfortunately, another party of savages was in his rear,
and when he fired upon those in front, he was in turn
fired upon from behind. He was now between two fires,
and greatly outnumbered. Two of his men fell, his toma-
hawk was shot from his side, and the enemy shouted for
the expected triumph. There was no chance of successful
defence in the position of the rangers, and they were
campelled to break and flee.

Brady ran towards the creek. The Indians pursued,
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42 HEROES OF THE WEST.

ecertain of making him captive, on account of the direc
tion he had taken. To increase their speed, they threw
away their guns, and pressed forward with raised toma-
hawk, Brady saw his only chance of escape, which was
to leap the creek, afterwards ascertained to be twenty-
two feet wide and twenty deep. Determined neyer to fall
alive into the hands of the Indians, he made a mighty
effort, sprang across the abyss of waters and stood rifle in
hand upon the opposite bank. As quick as lightning, he
];1°._;k-=_-l_;.-_1.;;1 to load his rifle. A large Indian, who had been
foremost in pursuit, came to the opposite bank, and after
magnanimously doing justice to the captain by exclaiming
¢ Blady make good jump!” made a rapid retreat.

L;I':Lfl_\.‘ next went to Il;t' in].;u::_‘ :!HHIEHEI'I‘I a8 & I‘a.'!n.lt'a’.\'n_:ll?!
ful' ]ii.-é 1::”‘5}'. :lII.I]. ﬂ]lllit:‘%’ i.!]vt'u 1‘:'.-!‘n-L‘ ul'hi:-' men, ["_Hl]!ltl_'!l{.‘{_‘d
his homeward march, about half defeated. Three Indians
had been killed while at their breakfast. The savages did
not return that season, to do any injury to the whites, and
D:ll‘].\" in the 1‘:11], moved off to .]'.'fri the British, who had to
keep them during the winter, their corn having been de-
stroyed by General Brodhead. Brady survived all his
perils and hardships and lived to see the Indians completely
humbled before those whites on whom they had committed

BO lil'dll-‘]' ULl[l‘iigUé.
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Lelvis dhefzel.

TrE Whetzel family is remembered in the west for the
courage, resolution, and skill in border warfare displayed
by four of its members. Their names were Martin, Lewis,
Jacob, and John. Of these, Lewis won the highest re-
nown, and it is doubtful whether Boone, Brady, or Kenton
equaled him in boldness of enterprise.

In the hottest part of the Indian war, old Mr. Whetzel,
who was a German, built his cabin some distance from
the fort at Wheeling. One day, during the absence of
the twe oldest sons, Martin and John, a numerous party

(49)
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46 HEROES OF THE WEST.

of Indians surrounded the house, killed, tomahawked and
scalped old Mr. Whetzol, his wife, and the small children,
and carried off Lewis, who was then about thirteen years
old, and Jacob who was about cleven. DBefore the young
eaptives had been carried far, Lewis contrived their escapes
When these two boys grew to be men, they took a solemn
oath never to make peace with the Indians as long as they
had strength to wield a tomahawk or sight to draw a bead,
and they kept their oath.

The appearance of Lewis Whetzel was enough to strike
terror into common men. He was about five feet ten inches
high, having broad shoulders, a full breast, museular limbs,
a dark skin, somewhat pitted by the small pox, hair which,
when combed out, reached to the calves of his legs, and
and black eyes, whose excited and vindictive glance would
curdle the blood. He excelled in all exercises of strength
and activity, could load his rifle while running with almost
the swiftness of a deer, and was so habituated to constant
action, that an imprisonment of three days, as ordered by
General Harmar, was nearly fatal to him. He had the
most thorough self-reliance as his long, solitary and peri-
lous expeditions into the Indian country prove.

Tn the year of 1782, Lewis Whetzel went with Thomas
Mills, who had been in the campaign, to get a horse,
which he had left near the place where St. Clairsville now
stands. At the Indian Spring, two miles above St. Clairs-
ville, on the Wheeling road, they were met by about forty
Indians, who were in pursuit of the stragglers from the
campaign. The Indians and the white men discovered
each other about the same time. Lewis fired first, and
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LEWIS WHETZEL. 49

killed an Indian ; the fire from the Indians wounded Mr.
Mills, and he was soon overtaken and killed. Four of
the Indians then singled out, dropped  their guns, and
pursued Whetzel. Whetzel loaded his rifle as he ran.
After running about half a mile, one of the Indians hay-
ing got within eight or ten steps of him, Whetzel wheeled
round and shot him down, ran on, and loaded as bhefore.
After going about three-quarters of a mile further, a se-
cond Indian came so close to him, that when he turned to
fire, the Indian caught the muzzle of his gun, and as he
expressed it, he and the Indian had a severe wring for it ;
he succeeded, however, in bringing the gun to the Indian’s
breast, and killed him on the spot. By this time, he, as
well as the Indians, were pretty well tired; the pursuif
was continued by the remaining two Indians. Whetzel,
as before, loaded his gun, and stopped several times dur-
ing the chase. When he did so the Indians treed them-
selves. After going something more than a mile, Whet-
zel took advantage of a little open piece of ground,
over which the Indians were passing, a short distance be-
hind him, to make a sudden stop for the purpose of shoot-
ing the foremost, who got behind a little sapling, which
was too small to cover his body. Whetzel shot, and broke
his thigh ; the wound, in the issue, proved fatal. The last
of the Indians then gave a little yell, and said, “No
catch dat man—gun always loaded,” and gave up the
chase; glad, no doubt, to get off with his life.

Another of this daring warrior’s exploits is worthy of
B place beside the most remarkable achievements of indi-
vidual valor. In the year 1787, a party of Indians crossed
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50 HEROES OF THE WEST.

the Ohio, killed a family, and scalped with impunity. This
murder spread great alarm through the sparse settlements
and revenge was not only 1 sesolved upon, but a handsome
reward was offered for scalps. Major MecMahan, who often
Jed the borderers in their I-.nil\ expeditions, soon raised
a company of twenty men, among whom was Lewis Whet-
zel. They crossed the Ohio and pursued the Indian trail
until they came to the I Muskingum river. There the spies
discovered a large party of Indians encamped. Major
MecMahan fell back a short distance, and held a conference
when a hasty retreat was resolved upon as the most pru-
dent course, Lewis Whetzel ] refused to take part in the
council, or join in the retreat. He said he came out to
hunt Indians; they were now found and hv v.nuH either
Jose his own scalp or take that of a “red skin.” Allar
guments were thrown away upon this iron-willed man ; he
never submitted to the .1|1m o or control of others. His
friends were compelled to leave him a solitary being sur-
rounded b}; vigilant enemies.
As soon as the major’s party had retired beyond the
reach of danger, Whetzel shouldered his rifle, and marched
off into a different part of the country, hoping that fortune
would place a lone Indian in his way. He prowled
through the woods like a panther, eager for. prey, until
the next evening, when he discoy rered a smoke curling up
among the bughes. Creeping softly to the fire, he found
two blankets and a small copper ke ttle, and concluded
that it was the camp of two Indians. He concealed hims«
gelf in the thick brush, in such a position that he could
gee the motions of the enemy. About sunset the two In.
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LEWIS WHETZEL'S SINGULAR ESCAPE.
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LEWIS WHETZEL. 58

dians came in, cooked and ate their supper, and then sat
by tle fire engaged in conversation. About nine o’clock
one of them arose, shouldered his rifle, took a chunk of
fire in his hand, and left the camp, doubtless in search of
a deer-lick. The absence of this Indian was a gource of
vexation and disappointment to 1\‘11{--5,';], who had been go
sute of his prey. He waited until near break of day, and
still the expected one did not refurn. The concealed
warrior could delay no longer. He walked cautiously to
the ecamp, found his victim asleep, and drawing a knife
buried it in the red man’s heart. He then secured the
gcalp, and set off for home, where he arrived only one day
after his companions. For the scalp, he claimed and
received the reward.

Here is another of Lewis Whetzel’'s remarkable ex-
ploits. Returning home from a hunt, north of the Ohio,
he was walking along in that reckless manner, which is a
consequence of fatigue, when his quick eye suddenly
caught sight of an Indian in the act of raising his gun to
fire. Both sprung like lightning to the woodman’s forts,
large trees; and there they stood for an hour, each afraid
of the other. This quiet mode of warfare did not suit
the restless Whetzel, and he set his invention to work to
terminate it. Placing his bear-skin cap on the end of
his ramrod, he protruded it slightly and cautiously as if
he was putting his head te reconnoitre, and yet was hesi-
tating in the venture. The simple savage was completely
deceived. As soon as he saw the cap, he fired and it fell.
Whetzel then sprang forward to the astonished red man,
snd with a ghot from the unerring rifle brought him to
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the ground quite dead. The triumphant ranger them
pursued his march homeward,

But it was in a deliberate attack upon a party of four
Indians that our hero displayed the climax of daring and
resolution. While on a fall hunt, on the Muskingum, he
came upon a camp of four savages, and with but little
hesitation resolved to attempt their destruction. Ie con-
cealed himself till midnight, and then stole cautiously
upon the sleepers. As quick as thought, he cleft the
gkull of one of them. A second met the same fate, and
as a third attempted to rise, confused by the horrid yells,
which Whetzel gave with his blows;, the tomahawk stretched
him in death. The fourth Indian darted into the dark-
ness of the wood and escaped, although Whetzel pursued

him for some distance. Returning to camp, the ranger

scalped his vietims and then left for home. When asked on

his return, ¢ What luck ?"’ he replied, ¢ Not much. I treed
four Indians, and one got away.” Where shall we look for
deeds of equal daring and hardihood? Martin, Jacob,
and John Whetzel were bold warriors; and in the course
of the Indian war, they secured many scalps; but they
never obtained the reputation possessed by their hrother,
Lewis. All must condemn cruelty wherever displayed,
but it 18 equally our duty to render just admiration to
courage, daring, and indomitable energy, qualities in which
the Whetzel brothers have rarely if ever been excelled.
General Clark, the companion of Lewis in the celebrated
tour across the Rocky Mountains, having heard much of
Lewis Whetzel, in Kentucky, determined to secuve his
services for the exploring expedition. After considerahle

- —

it i kAt et 1 ek & e R et AP R A L b, e i i ‘w-.




= . R Ty~

o
!

-

WIS WHETZEL

E

L




Ly

£

ot A, i T ks

ST TR Tr T

byl

- h———

= S = RN
L r

B e e e e e e e — - . n e e T -

s =gl -

i ] e TR T =<
—_— = - - e i I T p—
B S SR e e S ST e g -

- | .m—
i
1
:
w
{
i
“m

kTR o' P W



WepEs

LEWIS WHETZEL. Y

hesitation, Whetzel consented to go, and accompanied the
party during the first three months’ travel, but then de-
clined going any further, and returned home. Shortly
after this, he left again on a flat-boat, and never returned.
He visited a relation, named Sikes, living about twenty
miles in the interior, from Natchez, and there made his
home, until the summer of 1808, when he died, leaving a
fame for valor and gkill in border warfare, whiek will nog
be allowed to perish.
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Caffree, W'E

ABOUT 1784, horse-ste: aling was as common as hunti ing
to the whites and Indians of the west. Thefts and

prisals were almost const: wmbly made. Some southern
Indians h; aving stolen horses from me]n county, Ken-
tucky, three young men, named Caffree, M’ClI ure, and

Dm:? set out in pursuit of them. L(_unm;_f in sight of an

Indian town, néat the Tennessee river, they met three

(58)
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CAFFREE, M'CLU 1E, AND i.A{TS, 61

red men. The two ‘parties made signs of peace, shook
hands, and agreed to travel together. koth were suspi-
cious, however, and at length, from varions indications,
the whites became satisfied of the treacherons intentions
of the Indians, and resolved to anticipate Jhem:. Caffree
being a very powerful man, proposed that nc himself
should seize one Indian, while Davis and M’Clure should
shoot the other two. Caffree sprang boldly upon the
nearest Indian, grasped his throat firmly, hurled him tu
the ground, and drawing a cord from his pocket attempted
to tie him. At the same instant, Davis and M’ Clure at-
tempted to perform their respective parts. M’'Clure
killed his man, but Davis’s gun missed fire. All three,
2. e. the two white men, and the Indian at whom Davis
had flashed, immediately took trees, and prepared for a
skirmish, while Caffree remained upon the ground with the
captured Indian—both exposed to the fire of the others.
In a few seconds, the savage at whom Davis had flashed,
shot Cafiree as he lay upon the ground and gave him a
mortal wound—and was instantly shot in turn by M’Clure
who had reloaded his gun. Caffree becoming very weak,
called upon Davis to come and assist him in tying the In-
dian, and directly afterwards expired. As Davis was
running up to the assistance of his friend—the Indian re-
leased himself, killed his captor, sprung to his feet,
and seizing Caffree’s rifle, presented it menacingly at
Davis, whose gun was not in order for service, and who
ran off into the forest, closely pursued by the Indian.
M'Clure hastily reloaded his gun and taking the rifle which
Davis had dropped, followed them for some distance into
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62 HEROES OF THE WEST.

the forest, making all signals which had been econcerted
between them in case of separation. All, however, was
vain—he saw nothing more of Davis, nor could he ever
afterwards learn his fate. As he never returned to Ken-
t‘--ll‘[i,\'s however, he probably perished.

M’ Clure, finding himself albne in the enemy's country,
and surrounded by dead bodies, thought it prudent to
abandon the object of the expedition and return to Ken-
tucky. He accordingly retraced his steps, still bearing
Davis’ rifle in addition to hisown., He had scarcely marched
a mile, before he saw advancing from the opposite direc-
tion, an Indian warrior, riding a horse with a bell around
its neck, and accompanied by a boy on foot. _Ih'n]_rping
one of the rifles, which might have created suspicion,
M’ Clure advanced with an air of confidence, extending his
hand and making other signs of peace. The opposite party
appeared frankly to receive his overtures, and dismounting,
seated himself upon a log, and drawing out his pipe, gave
a few pufls himself, and then handed it to M’Clure. In a
few minutes another bell was heard, at the distance of
half a mile, and a second party of Indians appeared upon
horseback., The Indian with M’ Clure now coolly informed
him by signs that when the horseman arrived, he (M’ Clure)
was to be bound and carried off as a prisoner with his feet
tied under the horse’s belly. In order to explain it more
fully, the Indian got astride of the log, and locked his legs
together underneath it. M’Clure, internally thanking the
fellow for his excess of candor, determined ‘to disappoint
him, and while his enemy was busily engaged in riding
the log, and mimicking the actions of a prisoner, he very
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CAFFREE M'CLURE AND DAVIS. 65

quietly blew his brains out, and ran off into the woods. The
Indian boy instantly mounted the belled horse, and rode
off in an opposite direction. M’ Clure was fiercely pursued
by several small Indian dogs, that frequently ran between
his legs and threw him down. After falling five or six
times, his eyes became full of dust and he was totally blind,
Despairing of escape, he [iu;:'_-__fu'“_‘g.-' lay upon his face, ex-
pecting every instant to feel the edge of the tomahawk.
To his astonishment, however, no enemy appeared, and
even the Indian dogs after tugging at him for a few mi-
nutes, and completely b':‘Ll‘i]_iI)iIl:___'E him of his breeches, left
him to continue his journey unmolested. Finding every
thing quiet, in a few moments he arose, and tthing_ up hfa
gun continued his march to Kentucky.
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Chatles _ohnston.

Ix March, 1790 = yoat, containing four men and two i
women, passitg down the Ohio, was induced by some
renegade whives to approach the shore, near the mouth
of the Scivta, and then attacked by a large party of In-
dians. A Mr. John May and one of the women were
shot dead, and the others then swrrendered. The chief
of the band was an old warrior, named Chickatommo, and

(66)
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OCHARLES JOHNSYON. 69

under his command were & number of renowned red men.
When the prisoners were distributed, a young man namet
Charles Johnson, was given to a young Shawanee chief
who is represented to have been a noble character. His
name was Messhawa, and he had just reached the aga
of manhood. His person was tall and seemingly rather
fitted for action than strength, His bearing was stately,
and his countenance expressive of a noble disposition. He
possessed great influence among those of his own tribe,
which he exerted on the side of humanity. On the
march, Messhawa repeatedly saved Johnson from the tor-
tures which the other savages delighted to inflict, and the
young captive saw some displays of generous exertion on
the part of the chief which are worthy of a place in border
history.

The warriors painted themselves in the most frightful
colors, and performed -a war dance, with the usual accom-
paniments. A stake, painted in alternate stripes of black
and vermilion, was fixed in the ground, and the dancers
moved in rapid but measured evolutions around it. They
recounted, with great energy, the wrongs they had received
| from the whites.—Their lands had been taken from them—

their corn cut up—their villages burnt—their friends
slaughtered—every injury which they had received was
dwelt upon, until their passions had become inflamed be-
yond control. Suddenly, Chickatommo darted from the
§ circle of dancers, and with eyes flashing fire, ran up to
the spot where Johnston was sitting, calmly contemplating
the spectacle before him.  When within reach he struck
him a furious blow with his fist, and was preparing to re-
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T0 HEROES OF THE WEST.

peat it, when Johnston seized him by the arms; and has-
tily demanded the cause of such unprovoked violence.
Chickatommo, grinding his teeth with rage, shouted
¢ Sit down, sit down!” Johnston obeyed, and the In-
dian, perceiving the two children within ten steps of him,
snatched up a tomahawk, and advanced upon them with a
guick step, and a determined lcsk. The terrvified little
ereatures instantly arose from tha log on which they were
sitting, and fled into the woods, uttering the most piercing
sereams, while their pursuer rapidly gained upon them
with uplifted tomahawk. The girl, being the youngest,
was soon overtaken, and would nave been tomahawked,
had not Messhawa bounded like a deer to her relief. He
arrived barely in time to arcest the uplifted tomahawk
of Chickatommo, after which, he seized him by the collar
and hurled him violently backward to the distance of
several paces. Snatching up the child in his arms, he
then ran after the brother, intending to secure him like-
wise from the fury of his companion, but the boy, miscon-
struing his intention, continued his flight with such ra-
pidity, and doubled several times with such address, that
the chase was prolonged to the distance of several hun-
dred yards. At length Messhawa succeeded in taking
him. The boy, thinking himself lost, uttered a wild cry,
which was echoed by his sister, but both were instantly
palmed. Messhawa took them in his arms, spoke to them
kindly, and soon convinced them that they had nothing
jo fear from him. He quickly reappeared, leading them
gently by the hand, and soothing them in the Indian lan-
guage, until they both ¢clung to him closely for protection.
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CHARLES JOHNSTON. T3

No other incident disturbed the progress of the ceremo-
nies, nor did Chickatommo appear to resent the violent
interference of Messhawa.

After undergoing many hardships, Johnston was taken
to Sandusky, where he was ransomed by a French trader.
Messhawa took leave of his young captive with many
eXPressions of esteem and friendship. This noble chief
was in the battle of the Fallen Timber and afterwards be-
came a devoted follower of the great Teenmseh—thus
proving that while he wds as humane as a civilized man
he was ]:'111*?0'[.1- and high-spirited enough to resent the
wrongs of his pe ople. He was killed at®he battle of the
Thames, where the power of the Shawanees was for ever
crushed.
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Josephy Logstoy.

Bra Jor LoesToN was a noted

character in the early
history of the west.

He was born and reared among the
Alleghany mountains, near the source of the
of the Potomac, some twenty or thirty miles from any
settlement. e was tall, muscular, excelled in all the
athletic sports of the border, and was a first-rate shot.
Soon after Joe arrived at years of d

north braneh

1scretion, his parents
died, and he went out to the wilds of Kentucky. There

(74)
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JOSEPH LOGSTON. T

Indian incursions eompelled him to take refuge in a fort.
This pent up life was not at all to Joe’s taste. He soon
hecame very restless, and every day insisted on going ouf
with others to hunt up cattle. At length no one would
accompany him, and he resolved to go out alone. He rode
the greater part of the day without finding any cattle,
and then concluded to return to the fort. As he was
riding along, eating some grapes, with which he had filled
his hat, he heard the reports of the two rifles; one ball
passed through the paps of his breast, which were very
prominent, and the other struck the horse behind the
saddle, causing the beast to sink in its tracks.

Joe was on his feet in an instant and might have taken
to his heels with the chances of escape greatly in his favor.
But to him flight was never agreeable. The moment the
guns were fired, an Indian sprang forward with an uplifted
tomahawk ; but as Joe raised his rifle, the savage jumped
behind two saplings, and kept springing from one to the
other to cover his body. = The other Indian was soon dis-
covered behind a tree loading his gun. When in the act
of pushing down his bullet, he exposed his hips and Joe
fired a load into him. The first Indian then sprang for-
ward and threw his tomahawk at the head of the white
warrior, who dodged it. Joe then clubbed his gun and
made at the savage, thinking to knock him down. In
5 striking, he missed, and the gun now reduced to the naked
3§ barrel, flew out of his hands. The two men then sprang

at each other with no other weapons than those of nature.
A desperate scuffle ensued. Joe could throw the Indian
down, but could not hold him there. At length, however,
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by repeated heavy blows, he succeeded in keeping him
down, and tried to choke him with the left hand while he
kept the right free for contingencies. Directly, Joe saw
the savage trying to draw a knife from its sheath, and
waiting till it was about half way out, he grasped it quickly
and sank it up to the handle in the breast of his foe, who
groaned and expired.

Springing to his feet, Joe saw the Indian he had crippled,
propped against a log, trying to raise his gun to fire, but
faling forward, every time he made the attempt. The
borderer, having enough of fighting for one day, and not
caring to be killed by a erippled Indian, made for the fort,
where he arrived about nightfall. He was blood and dirt
from crown to toe, and without horse, hat, or gun.

The next morning a party went to Joe’s battle-ground.
On looking round, they found a trail, as if something had
been dragged away, and at a little distance they came
upon the big Indian, covered up with leaves. About a
hundred: yards farther, they found the Indian Joe had
erippled, lying on his back, with his own knife sticking up
to the hiltin his body, just below the breast bone, evidently
to show that he had killed himself. Some years after this
fight, Big Joe Logston lost his life in a contest with a gang
of outlaws. He was one of those characters who were ne-
cessary to the seftlement of the west, but who would not
have been highly esteemed in civilized society.
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l JESSE HuanEes was born and reared in Clarksburgh,
4 Harrison county, Virginia, on the head-waters of the Mo-
nongahela. He was a light-built, active man, and from
£ his constant practice became one of the best hunters and
" Indian fighters on the frontier. Having a perfect know-
ledge of all the artifices of the Indians, he was quick to
devise expedients to frustrate them. Of this, the following
-'_ exploit is an illustration. At a time of great danger
¥ from Indian incursions, when the citizens in the neigh-

borhood where in a fort at Clarkshurgh, Hughes one

morning observed a lad very hurriedly engaged in fixing

| his gun.
j 6 (81)
v
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¢ what are you doing that for y o

¢ Jim,” said he,
y that I hear gobbling on

¢“J am ffumtr to shoot a turke:

the hill side,” 1epllul Jim.

¢T hear no turkey,”’ said Hughes.

¢ Tisten,” said Jim. There, didn’t you hear it 1
Listen again !”

¢« Well,” wud Hughes, after hearing it repeated, « T
go and kill it

¢ No you won't.
said Jim.

¢« Well,” said Hughes, “hut you know I am the best
I don’t want the turkey, you

It's my turkey. I heard it first,”

marksman ; and besides,
may have it. %
The lad then agreed that Hughes should go and kill 1t
Hu“hu:, went out of the fort on the gide that

for him.
,and r unning along

was farthest from the supposed turkey

the river, went up a ravine and came in on the re
on a L]matllut

ar, where,

as he expected, he saw an Indian, sitting

stump, surrounded by sprouts, rrulHlnw -md watching te

gee if any one would come from the fort to kill the turkey.
Hughes crept up and s shot him dead. The successful
ranger then took off the wdlp, and went into the fort,
where Jim was waiting for the prize.

¢ There, now,” said Jim, “you have let the turkey
go. I would have killed it if I had gone.”

«“ No,”” said Hughes, ¢TI didn’t let it go,” and he threw
down the scalp.” There, take your turkey, Jim; I don’t
want it.”

The lad nearly fainted, as he thought of the death ha
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JESSE HUGIHES. 83

had so narrowly escaped, owing to the keen perception
and good management of Mr. Hughes.

The sagacity of our border hero was fully proved upon
another occasion. About 1790, the Indians visited
Clarksburgh, in the night, and contrived to steal a few
horses, with which they made a hasty retreat. About
daylight the next morning, a party of twenty-five or thirty
men, among whom was Jesse Hughes, started in pursuit.
They found a trail just outside of the settlement, and from
the signs, supposed that the marauding party consisted
of eight or ten Indians. A council was held to determine
how the pursuit should be continued. Mr. Hughes was
opposed to following the trail. He said he could pilot the
party to the spot where the Indians would cross the Ohio,
by a nearer way than the enemy could go, and thus render
success certain. But the captain of the party insisted on
following the trail. Mr. Hughes then pointed out the
dangers of such a course. Suddenly, the captain, with
unreasonable obstinacy, called aloud to those who were
brave to follow him and let the cowards go home. Hughes
knew the captain’s remark was intended for him, but
smothered his indignation and went on with the party.

They had not pursued very far when the trail went down
a drain, where the ridge on one side was very steep, with
a ledge of rocks for a considerable distance. On the top
of the cliff, two Indians lay in ambush, and when the
company got =r11]:<_1:_~'ii'v. to them, t‘]l:-_'-_.‘ made a noise, which
saused the whites to stop; that instant two of the com-
pany were mortally wounded, and before the rangers
could get round to the top of the cliff, the Indians made

b T B .
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their escape with ease. This was as Hughes had pre-
dicted. All then agreed that the plan rejected by the
captain was the best, and urged Hughes to lead them to
¢he Ohio river. This he consented to do, though fear-
fal that the Indians would cross before he could reach
the point. Leaving. some of the company to take care
of the wounded men, the party started, and arrived af
the Ohio the next day, about an hour after the Iudians
had crossed. The water was yet muddy in the horses’
trails, and the rafts that the red men had used were
floating down the opposite shore. The company was
now unanimous for returning home. Hughes said he
wanted to find out who the cowards were. He said that
if any of them would go with him, he would cross the
viver, and scalp some of the Indians. Not one could be
found to accompany the daring ranger, who thus had full
gatisfaction for the captain’s insult. He said he would go
by himself, and take a scalp, or leave his own with the
gavages. The company started for home, and Hughes
went up the river three or four miles, then made a raft,
erossed the river, and camped for the night. The next
day, he found the Indian trail, pursued it yery cautiously,
and about ten miles from the Ohio, came upon the camp.
There was but one Indian in it; the rest were all ouf
hunting. The red man was seated, singing, and playing
on some bones, made into a rude musical nstrument,
when Hughes crept up and shot him. The ranger then
took the scalp, and hastened home in triumph, to tell his
adventures to his less daring companions.
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Sieqe of Ford

Tue siege of Fort Henry, at the mouth of Wheeling
ereek, in the year 1777, is one of the most memorable
events in Indian warfare—remarkable for the indomitable
bravery displayed by the garrison in general, and for
gome thrilling attendant incidents. The fort stood imme-
diately on the left bank of the Ohio river, about a quarter
of a mile above Wheeling creek, and at much less dis-
tance from an eminence which rises abruptly from the
bottom land. The space inclosed was about three quarters

of an acre. In shape the fort was a parallelogram, having
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_:Fi-' a block-house at each corner with lines of pickets eight :
il ] feet high between. Within the inclosures was a store-house, E
% barrack-rooms, garrison-well, and a number of -cabins for ¥
i the use of families. The principal entrance was a gateway I
i : , i' on the eastern side of the fort.  Much of the adjacent land
i was cleared and cultivated, and near the base of the hill

il stood some twenty-five or thirty cabins, which form the §
rude beginning of the present city of Wheeling. The fort

is said to have been planned by General George Rogers

Clarke ; and was constructed by Ebenezer Zane and John
Caldwell. When first erected, it was called Fort Fincastle

but the name was afterwards uh:mgml in compliment to

i
1 Patrick Henry the renowned orator and patriotic governor
r of Virginia.

At the time of the commencement of the siege, the gar- v

vison of Fort Henry numbered only forty-two men, some

" ¥ of whom were enfeebled by age while others were mere boys.

il All however, were excellent marksmen, and most of them,
I skilled in border warfare. Colonel David Shepherd, was a
' brave and resolute officer in whom the borderers had full con- *
| i i filence. Thestore-house was well-supplied with small arms,
. :! ’ particularly muskets, but sadly deficient in ammunition.
I In the early part of September, 1777, it was aséertained
% i that a large Indian army was concentrating on the San-

dusky river, under the command of the bold, active, and

i
i
!
L
i
AR ..- T — oy -
: ; i skilful renegade, Simon Girty. Colonel Shepherd had
i many trusty and efficient scouts on the watch; but (rirty "

| deceived them all and actually brought his whole force

| of between four and five hundred Indians before Fort

Ht:Ill‘j,’ before lus real U]'JUL‘L was discovered.
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SIEGE OF FORT HENRY. 91

On the 26th, an alarm being given all the inhabitants
in the vicinity repaired to the fort for safety. At break
of day, on the 27th, Colonel Shepherd, wishing to dispatch
an express to the nearest settlements for aid, sent a white
man and a negro to bring in some horses. - While these
men were passing through the cornfield south of the fort,
they encountered a party of six Indians, one of whom
raised his gun and brought the white man to the ground.
The neero fled and reached the fort without receiving any
in‘inr'\'. As soon as he related his r‘lH]’:-.'._ Colonel ?"'J]L'inh!*l'ii
!.'l'l.élj.'|=ﬁ=.'1!u-¢1 l-"::ili:ihl Mason, with fourteen men, to l“.‘*l“‘l_ﬂll;‘
the Indians from the cornfield. Mason marched almost to the
creek without finding any Indians, and was about to return,
when he was furiously assailed in front, flank and rear by
the whole of Girty’s army. Of course, the little band was
thrown info confusion, but the braye captain rallied his
men, and taking the lead, hewed a passage through the
savage host. In the struggle, more than half of the party
were slain, and the gallant Mason severely wounded. An
Indian fired at the captain at the distance of five paces
and wounded, but did not disable him. Turning about,
he hurled his gun, felled the savage to the earth, and then
succeeded in hiding himself in a pile of fallen timbers, where
he was i_'r}mf'n,'”ut] to remain to the end of the .":‘lk_'\',f‘._". (_'!11}’
two of his men survived the fight, and they owed their
safety to the heaps of logs and brush which abounded iz
the cornfield.

As soon as the perilous situation of Captain Mason be-
came known at the fort, Captain Ogle was sent out with

twelve men, to cover his retreat. This party fell mnto an
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92 HEROIS OF THE WEST.

ambuscade and two-thirds of the number were glain upon
the spot. Captain Ogle found a place of concealment,
where he was obliged to remain until the end of the siege.
Sergeant Jacob Ogle, though mortally wounded, managed
to escape, with two soldiers into the woods.

The Indian army now advanced to the assault, with
terrific yells. A few shots from the garrison, however,
compelled them to halt. Girty then changed the order
of attack. Parties of Indians were placed in such of the
village-houses as commanded a view of the block-houses.
A strong party occupied the yard of Ebenezer Zane, about
fifty yards from the fort, using a paling fence as a eover,
while the main force was posted under cover on the edge
of a cornfield to act as occasion might require.

Girty then appeared at the window of a cabin, with a
white flag in his hand, and demanded the surrender of
the fort in the name of his Britanic majesty. At this
time, the garrison numbered only twelve men and two
boys. Yet the gallant (olonel Shepherd promptly re-
plied to the summons, that the fort should never be sur-
rendered to the renegade. Girty renewed his proposition,
but before he counld finish his harangue, a thoughtless
youth fired at the speaker and brought the conference to
an abrupt termination. Girty disappeared, and in about
fifteen minutes, the Indians opened a heavy fire upon the
fort, and continued it without much intermission for the
gpace of six hours. The fire of the little garrison, how-

ver, was much more destructive than that of the assail-
ante. ~ About one o’clock, the Indians ccased firing and
foll back against the base of the hill. 3
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SIEGHE OF FORT HENRY. 95

The colonel reszolved to take advantagé of the inter-
mission to send for a keg of powder, which was known ta
be in the house of Ebenezer Zane. about :si_\:I'I‘_,' }';11':],-_4_ from
the fort. Several young men promptly volunteered for
this dangerous service; but Shepherd could only spare
one, and the young men could not determine who that
should be. At this critical moment, a young lady, sister
of Ebenezer Zane, came forward, and asked that she
might be permitted to execute the service; and so ear-
nestly did she argue for the proposition, that permission
was 1‘{'11[r_"t.'m1|l‘_.' I:_*‘]‘.‘l‘.iT.l,'lT. The gate was u]lr,-zlt-c{._ and the
heroie girl passed out. The opening of the gate arrested
the attention of several Indians who were straggling
through the village, but they permitted Miss Zane to pass
without molestation. When she reappeared with the
powder in her arms, the Indians, suspecting the character
of her burden, fired a volley at her, but she reached the
fort in safety. Let the name of Elizabeth Zane be
remembered among the heroic of her sex.

About half-past two o’clock, the savages again ad-
vanced and renewed their fire. An impetuous attack was
made upon the south side of the fort, but the garrison
poured upon the assailants a destructive fire from the two
lower block-houses. At the same time, a ]'I.'ll'i':\' of i.'-]_:{]lil't‘ll
or twenty Indians, armed with rails and billets of wood,
rushed out of Zane’s yard and made an attempt to force
open the gate of the fort. Five or six of the number were
shot down, and then the attempt was abandoned. The
Indians then opened a fire upon the fort from all sides,
except that next the river, which afforded no shelter to
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On the north and east the battle raged fiercely.

besiegers.
S—(I[’!]l

As night came on the fire of the enemy slackened.
y party of savages advanced within sixty yards

after dark,
og which they had

of the iult hnnwuw a hollow maple ]
loaded to the muzzle and inte qnded to use it a8 a cannon.
The match was applied and the wooden piece bursted,
killing or wounding several of
The disappointed party then dispersed.

Tranecis Duke, son-in-law of Colo-
from the Forks of Wheeling, was
About four

with fourteen

those who stood near it.

TLate in the evening,
arriving

nel lephr:lﬂ.
he could reach the fort.

sghot down before

o’clock next morning, O
vom Cross Creek, and was fortunate enough

Jonel Swearingen,
men, arrived f
to fight his way into the fort without losing a single man.

This reinforcement was che ering to the wearied gar-
More relief About daybreak,
Qamuel M’ Culloch, with forty mounted men from
The gate was thrown open, and

rison. was at hand.
Major ;
Short Creek, arrived.
the men, though closely beset by the enemy, entered the
But Major M’Culloch was not so fortunate. The

::=_~}'J:11‘:Li{:1.1 him from the

fort.
Indians crowded round and
After several ineffectual attempts to force his

1@:11‘1},-‘.
Hu[rul off in the direction

way to the gate, he turned and gz
of Wheeling Hill.

When he was hemmed in by the Indians before the fort,
they might have t: aken his life without difficulty, but they
had weighty reasons for desiring to take him alive. From
the very commencement of the w ar, his reputation as an
Indian hunter was as great as that of any w hite man on

the north-western border. He had participated in 8o
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SIEGE OF FORT HENRY. 99

many rencontres that almost every warrior possessed a
lxnrmlfrflfe of his person. Among the Indians his name
was a word of terror; they cherished against him fee lings
of the most phrenzied hatre d, and there was not a Mingo
or Wyandotte chief hefore Fort Henry who would not have
given the lives of twenty of his warriors to secure to him-
self the living body of Major M Culloc h, When, there-
fore, H'e man whom they had long marked out as the first
object of their vengeance, appeared in their midst, the y
made almost superhuman efforts to acquire possession of
his person. The fleetness of M’ Colloch’s well-traine d steed
was scarcely greater than that of his enemies, who, with
flying strides, moved on in pursuit. At leng oth the huntex
= T'e \lLI"‘Ll the wp of the hi} ] .Hul Tll!lJl‘l"' to lha, left !iu‘it_-ll
along the ridge with the intention ot making the best of
his way to Shor! ereek. A ride of a few hundred yards
in that direction brought him suddenly in contact with a
party of Indians who were returring to their camp from a
111:11‘::111“11'1; excursion to Mason's _“L.ni'i'f.nm_, on the eastern
side of the hill. This party being too formidable in num-
bers to encounter single-handed, the major turned his horse
about and rode over his own track, in the hope of discovering
some other avenue to esc ape. A few paces only of his
countermarch had been made, when he found himself con-
fronted by his m-i-rinul pursuers, who had, by this time,
gained the top of the ridge, and a third j party was dis-
covered pressing up the hill direc tly on his right. He wag
now completely hemmed in on l]llu‘ sides, dwl the fourth
was almost a perpendicular precipice of one hundred and
tfty feet descent, with Wheeling creek at its base. The
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- - -Ii . .. e r‘
irnminence of his danger allowed him but little time tc
1 {

meaetant -,T..'. ¥ o
refleet upon his s ituation. In an mstant he decided upon
- : 1 ) "‘ g left ]l.lhi[ 111] care-
}'.i.‘il'.'l'.l'."-l,'. “‘H’lil |.1!11" ]1I=1 ||‘ IH 1 |

1 1 ".' | ‘1-l|'.f1'|:' "!||1|||-\-||||.'|
HH\ Ll\] |‘-:'|l"_'" his l‘l'l"‘- ‘hl.l L0 LNeY,

to the brink of the bluff, and then m: l\]lt' the ]+_‘:t]> which de-
IJ i :

- hle atopd e f
;1 i ] fate. IT.I t]w next moment l||~._' 110 e ated l, still

" i'
dTav i anfotv: was al 1||'.‘ footb 01 the
bearing his intrepid rider In safety, wa

l.,.‘ "‘||511L‘ 1\[ ( |,H-|; ]I 11 TN C "1 ]l"l\. .1 I=|l 1 ACT0S8 1e Crech,
i r
and was soon beyond reach of the Indians.

l jor, the ians concentrated
After the escape of the major, the [ndians concent

v 1
at the foot of the hill. and soon after set fire to all the
houses and fences outside of the fort, and killed about three
1ONSES LI 1TV .

- he siere and retired.
1|I111111'L".1 t'Lli-‘.]t.‘. ll.t '\ ,||, n ral Hl'l the slege al ,.1 reuireld
§ . r 2 :
The whole loss sustained by the whites durmg this re
markable siege, was twe ntv-81X men killed and lc:nn' or five
wounded. The loss of the enemy was from sixty to one
hundred men As they removed their dead. exact mtor-
{ ol | 1M - LAk g |
1 | ; et coul ] [ ]I |-1|r1:].'_|[i’|1_
ation On the _-'||:]||_4'i_L COld not
mation o 1 . |

| I Ve ne 14 rl."'i: -.1
The gallant Colonel Shepherd dese ved the thanks of

the frontier settlers for his conduct on this oceasion, and

3 \ yinted hi ountv llentenant as a
(rovernor _[! 11y :!IJ{"llllL.'l nm Ccount 1] 1

: 1 21 | :.. [ll.:lf a 5 -‘.- l "||\|_I1I‘L-l i]l
tolcen of his esteem. A number of females,-who

che fort, undismayed by the ireadful strife, -.-u!;ulr.'il*.'ml
:_‘“,_.1'|‘,-;|-]_.\..'l-;-'. in runnine bullets and performing various little
sjervices ; and thus oxcited much enthusiasm among the
nen. Perhaps, a more heroic band was ]H.“{p cathered
Ecl"‘i.‘lllt:‘.' ‘Ell l'_:'ill"i':l*"lil than [1||:Li'. \‘.'1::}*‘11 ll"[i"']|'-ll".l |'|‘|!'ll 1[!'11‘1:\'.
11;—'1 it would be 111|':|I1.'='E to 'EH"H”'—"!E any one as pi ;-[}.,_-gl];11-]'\r
distinguished. We have named the commander only be-

sause ol his pusitil.-u.
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DuriNg the long warfare maintained between the pio-
reers of the west and the Indians, the latter were greatly
assisted by some renegade white men. Of these, Simon
Girty was the most noted and influential. He led several
mmportant expeditions against the settlemernts of Virginia
and Kentucky, displayed much courage, energy, and con-
duct, and was the object of bitter hatred on the frontier.
Recent investigations into the stirring events of his career
have shown that however bad he might have been, much
injustice has been done his memory by border historians,

Simon Girty was born and reared in Western Pennsyl-

(103)

e« |
o .'.—.'E.J

Vit Rl S LR

o b e,

3

L Mo b el




g

e —— P

s

104 HEROES OF THE WEST.

vania. near the Vircinia line.  His parents are aaid to
have been yery 1l::.‘=.‘-'.|l‘il‘.l,"i._ and this, pt'l‘!;H[::-', had some
i]tl]Ht'il’-_'L‘ n ITL'I--_-_'IH':EI:;' 1':]:L1 \.\iijt ]fu":‘ in :]n' Z‘-"-_‘Iilt_‘lJIl'[llr-;*
1'I:L='c-llli1!;_" \]alllil irl w,n.'u_u--|1:_-1~;|§"|‘ E!l_' r#-':'\'l".i \'-'i[!l ‘\"r'llll‘t_':
Simon Kenton, as a scout upon the frontiers. e joined
the Virginia army in Dunmore's wars, and, it 18 said,
showed t__'|:1|.-i-.1l-".'::il|t' ambition to become |1L-!:~'31I!_'-_-‘_||‘!r~}l.'.-11 a8
a soldier. He was disappointed, and so far from gaining
}:1‘”:;:..:5.:::_ was, for a H'i;]:;ill'_" offence, _[-II|:151'|_\' '“‘-':;'I'(It"-‘*[.r.
it is said, through the influence of (‘olonel Gibson. The
proud spirit of rirty could not hrook such a blow. With
a burning thirst for revenge, he fled from the settlements,
and took refure among the Wyandottes.

The talents of the renecade were of the kind and of the
degree to secure mfluence among the red men. He ex-
t‘l'l.'l-'-l '.i;!_' ]"'_'.;!""E;."‘- ot i‘..-.':|.- 111 t'-‘=l';|:‘-':.i :.'!'.I; fic ||| ::}:-1 !'.-"i-

'[]u-'.- foroave a foe, nor forcot a I_'!"ir'"-:l}.. ]s!' Wias .“!!.!'[‘I'H'r‘-"l.lll

in many expeditions after plunder and scalps, and spared

none hecause they were of his own race. He was ecruel
as many of the | orderers were eruel. Becoming an In-
-;1;'.:1:. 1r i;.‘:lll-. an EI:-?I:‘.EJ-* ,-:_:_‘,_".-:i of Il.f" ‘~‘-'!;:|i';'.-4. r,[‘TrIe' ]'u..]'-
derers seldom showed a red man mercy, and l]'.'l'_‘.' l_'l_rll]rl
not expect any better treatment in return.

[he exertions of Girty to save his friend, Simon Kenton,

; == el ) :
e héeen noticed 1mn another place.

'_.[.llil! he \Il 1 not il.:.]-,t' ."HI']I :'};-.'\'Iirl,'[_% more f'i'x---_l|]|;-[['.?\' on

the side of humanity is .-f-:|:'='-|*\' a matter of wonder—

i]]-‘l'll'.i'cf"]: as he could not have done so consistently with
a 1l|u- ‘,r':'l'_:'::'.'-l Lo "- own safety. _'\ iter he ]I:t'l ‘|I§'L'|r]1]_l' a

senegade, the borderers would not permit a return; and
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SIMON GIRTY. 107

as he was forced to reside among the Indians, he was
right in securing their favor. Besides saving Kenton, he
posted his brother, James Girty, upon the banks of the
Ohio, to warn passengers in boats not to be lured to the
ghore by the arts of the Indians, or of the white men in
their service. This was a pure act of humanity. The
conduct of Girty on another memorable occasion, the
burning of Colonel William Crawford, was more suspicious.

In the early part of the year 1782, the incursions of
the Indians became so harassing and destructive to the
inhabitants of Western Pennsylvania, that an expedition
against the Wyandotte towns was concerted, and the com-
mand given to Colonel Crawford. On the 22d of May,
the army, consisting of four hundred and fifty men, com-
menced its march, and proceeded due west as far as the
Moravian towns, where some of the volunteers deserted.
The main body, however, marched on, with unabated
gpirit. The Indians, discovering the advance of the in-
vaders gathered a considerable force, and took up a strong
position, determined to fight. Crawford moved forward
in order of battle, and on the afternoon of the 6th of June,
encountered the enemy. The conflict continued fiergely
until night, when the Indians drew off, and Crawford’s
men slept on the field. In the morning, the battle wad
renewed, but at a greater distance, and, during the day,
neither party suffered much. The delay, however, was
fatal to Crawford; for the Indians received large rein-
forcements. As soon as it was dark, a council of war
was held, and it was resolved to retreat as rapidly as
possible. By nine o’clock, all the necessary arrangements
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had been made, and the retreat becan in _"f'nr-] order,

After an advance of about a hundred yards, a firing wad

]!"Il'l"!l 11 il:l- rear; .'I]E']. l]-'=" troops, se1zed 1L|I a ]-:|||ir_'.
broke and fled in confusion, each man ' to sava him-

K i

F-'_'I_!... rlHE!\' ll‘.l'l.iii"“' came on '_-'.".'.:---5'-.' .I !_Ii!.'.‘--IL:.‘u :'.ll-i pl.lll
the tomahawk and ealpine-knife without merey. Colonel

1 . « P | i 1 o
(Crawford and L. Knicht were captured, at a (1SIARCO

tl 1k m body— :.:-'-.'!! was s00n 'i;.“"l'i":t"l .Il! every

+:.].‘l".li e Illcklil Ly |

111:'<'-'l'!-'|'_-.

On the morning of the 1Uth of June, Crawford, Knight,

- 1 = = 1 L=l ) S ] Ml
:|!!t1 nine other prisol 'S, Were col lue . TO the "'.] LOWIL

® i 1 1 mi = 1 = y 1 1* 1 n ot B
of mandusky. L'he main DOLLY ol the ]!!'.!.’I‘.I- 5|:l].;i-ti yithin

Nes of the village: but as Colm el Crawford ex-
al with S1mon ';::"._'x'. who was
! 1 il-:-";' 1.15.“' care
i_,.[‘ ['|:_»- [1_-,-_‘?,'1|~, n '..!Il' !.|'="‘-:-”!-__" of 1_-f:|- | ii!! --i_' .]'.llle; l".'_i'

colonel was brought back {rom Sandugky on purpose to

1|'..'|"'|'!l into town 1th the other l,-!'iw!v I'B. To 5\3::.___-351-%

inquiry as to whether he had seen Girty, he replied in the
|L1 - 1 1.1 '! -

affirmative, and aaded, that the reneg wle had ].-I‘H'.".z'.s-'-'] o

use his influence for the safi the

the Indians were much exasperated by the recent outrages

o +] ]
prisoners, thougi as

of the whites at (Guadenhutten upon the unresisting Mo-
ravian red men, he was fearful that all pleading woula be

in vain.

Qoon afterwards, Captain Pipe. the oreat chief of the
: S R TR s ; g e
Delawares, appeared. 1018 distingu shed warrior had a

T1I‘{.’p‘-:.~4--‘.~'.~.!l. r .'L;:]I--L:'l':*.’!f't' ::!'.ll ]I'!;!!:.l mManmners, ;m-i ]u,i»_-.
language to the ‘:'|"i.-—'":'!.-"'r was kind, His purposes, how-

ever, were hloody and revengeful. Yyith his own hands

e
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he painted every prisoner black! As they were conducted
towards the town, the e: aptives observed the bodies of four
of their friends, tomahawked and sca Iped. This was re-
garded as a sad presage. In a short time, they overtook
the five prisoners who remained alive. They were seated
on the ground, and surrounded by a crowd of Indian
squaws and boys, who taunted and menaced l them. Craw-
ford and Knight were compelled to sit down apart from
the rest, and immediately afterwards the doctor was given
to a Shawnee warrior, to be conducted to their town. The
boys and squaws then fell upon the other prisoners, and
tomahawked them in a moment. Crawford was then
driven towards the vill: age, Girty accompanying the party
on hrvl sebac I\.

Presently, a, large fire was seen, around which were morae
than thirty warriors, and ahout doub le that number of
boys and squaws. As soon as the colonel arrived, he wag
stripped naked, and compelled to sit on the ground. The
8quaws and boys then fell upon him, and beat him se verely
with their fists and sticks. In a few minutes, a largo
stake was fixed in the ground, and piles of hickory poles
were spread around it.

Colonel Crawford’s hands were then tied behind hig
back; a strong rope was produced, one end of which was
fastened to the ligature between his wrists, and the other
tied to the bottom of the stake. The rope was ]:m” enough
to permit him to walk round the stake several times :meI
then return. TFire was then applied to the 1 hickory poles,

which lay in piles at the distance of six or seven yards

from the stake.
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The eolonel observing these terrible l'n'r‘}'ulr:li‘mm, called

to Girty, who sat on horseback, at the distance of a few

yards from the fire, and asked if the Indians were going
to burn him. Girty replied in the affirmative. The eolo-
nel l'u';l'!‘ll the El:il']]i',ft'ali'-' with firmness, Hu‘él-l_'\' 'r'!-.*l'1".'.lil.'__';
that he would bear it with fortitude. When the hickory
poles had been burnt asunder in the middle, Captain Pipe
arose and addressed the orowd. in a tone of great energy,
and with. animated gestures, ]:'I;_‘.;‘ii!y'_'_' !.l'l'llflll'l]ll.'\,' to the
colonel. who regarded him with an appearance of unruflied
composure. As soon as he had ended, a loud whoop burst

i‘!-|'1!1 1]_[.- :1_—5.u“!.||‘||lx,--1 1]11'II?I',','. :|‘,\,-IL ll,-"‘\.' .'l|1 1'|Z.—'1,",i“-1 at once
upon the unfortunate Crawford. For several seconds, the
erowd was so great around him, that Knight could not see

1.‘.’11:14_ thev were 11ui1||5'_ but m a ghort time, thevy 11;1!1 t]iﬁ—
persed sufficiently to give him a view of the colonel.

His ears had been cut off, and the blood:was streaming

down each gide of his face. A terrible scene of torture
now commenced. The warriors shot charges of powder

into his naked body, commencing With the calves of his

1ars. and continuing to his neck. The boys snatched the

e

E-‘-ll'!1‘l1!_'_" }.ir.'l;r-r}' TEHI'!-'.H and :||i']||_l‘!|'|l them to his 'il.i‘ﬁ}l. As
fast as he ran around the stake, to avoid one party of tor-
mentors, he was promptly met af every turi hy others,

1

with burning poles, red hot irons, and rifles loaded with
powder only; so that in a few minutes nearly one hundred
(_'h;Ll‘_-__T:‘.ﬁ of Eh"J\‘u".l!;'._"-' }]:Lll heen :41;1"-1 ill'.” 1I~‘=~ 1I|-.~||.'-," ‘ﬂ.'llii'!L !l:l-l
]_}1-1_”.\]!]'2 1_!1::H'E{ :H|'1 ]Il%*il".‘l'll 1IJ HI -.11‘(;.‘“15[.'.11 manner. r.“'l{}

squaws would take up a quantity of coals and hot ashes,
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SIMON GIRTY. 115

and throw them upon his body, so that in a few minutes
1¢ had nothing but fire to walk upon.

In the extremity of his agony, the unhappy colonel called
aloud upon Girty, in tones which rang through Knight's
brain with maddening effect: “ Girty! Girty!! shoot me
through the heart!! Quick! quick!! Do not refuse me!!”
“Dor’t you see I have no gun, colonel 1"’ 1‘{"§~!5t_'i1 the rene-
gade, bursting into a loud laugh, and then turning to an
Indian beside him, he uttered some brutal 'if'.:‘li':“.," upon the
naked and miserable appearance of the prisoner. While
this awful scene was being acted, Girty rode up to the spot
where Dr. Knight stood, and told him that he had now had
a foretaste of what was in reserve for him at the Shawnee
1:‘)1!'\-11.":- ]]1' syyore 'i]!”f ]:!'-" ]Il‘i‘ill not {’:‘:1”".’1 to L':‘:(.'-'ll]‘_' {1‘.";.".;.11}
but should suffer it in all the extremity of torture.

Knight, whose mind was deeply agitated at the sight
of the fearful scene before him, took no notice of Girty,
but preserved an impenetrable silence. Girty, after con-
h_-nll'ul;'..m;j the colonel’'s sufferings for a few moments,
turned again to Knight, and indulged in a bitter invective

acainst a certamn Colonel (Gibson, from n‘fjnlm, he said. he

had received deep injury ; and dwelt upon the delight with
which he would see him undergo such tortures as those
which Crawford was then suffering. He observed, in a
taunting tone, that most of the prisoners had said, that
the white people would not injure him, if the chance of
war was to throw him into their power; but that for his
own part, he should be loath to try the experiment. I
think, (added he with a laugh,) that they would roast me
alive, with more pleasure than those red fellows are now

- . b i i R I
o R TS ;—-—M
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116 HEROES OF THE W EST.

| What is your opinion, doctor ? Do you
think Jux would be glad to see ME 727 Qtill Knight made
and in a few minutes { yirty re joined the Indians.

The terrible scene had now lasted more than twWo hours
and COrawford had become much exhausted. He ‘.'.':u!l-.c-I!,

slowly around the stake, spoke 1n 2
1wntnp-s~'~'iu11 11]nsn5 im, and ll:mlnn

broiling the colonel

no answ er,

1
low tone, :msl earnestly

].t-uuir 11|.|mllnlml1\ \.\li
had lost muc h of their se msibility, and

his sins. IHis nerves
ls with which thevy

he no longer shrunk from the fire bran
At length he sunk in a fainting

1le‘ --tlllll\.' [l'}uL‘-hF_‘il ]1].1111.
Instantly an [ndian

and lay motionless.

fit upon his face,
jack, knelt lightly upon one knee, made

gprung upon his 1
incision W ith his knife upon the crown of his
ypping the knife between his teeth,
Scarcely had this heen done,
hed with a board full of
erown of his

a circular

head, and cl tore the
801 :IIJ off with hoth hands.

when 2 withered hag approac
burning embers, and plmm .d them upon the
11{*:1+L now 1:11-.1 im_‘,‘v to 1_1|.' bone. Hh' Lnllﬂn_'l ﬁl‘i'HL[tL"i
1 slowly around the stake !
Jut why continue & description 80 horrible? Nature ab
length coul 1d endure no more, and at late hour in the
death from the hands of his

deeply, arose, and again walke

]|1'f'11t ]lL- was uh.%ul I'\

tc_rl‘!;u_-iﬂ.ulr."'

Whether Girty really took
Clolonel Crawfor d, or was force
uestion which 1 \storians

11]1."1"111‘(‘ in the torture of
d by circumstances to seem

10 L‘!!.‘[H}" 1t 18 a have genert 1“»
heen 1n 100 much haste to determine. 1b
of Crawford's expe dition the Indians

were yery much exasperated by ‘he cold-blooded slanghter

is well known

that at the t1ime

% M'Clung.




SIMON GIRTY. 719

of the Moravian red men at Guadenhutten—an atrceity
without a parallel in border warfare, and to hayve seemed
merciful to the whites for a single moment would haye been
fatal to {.__;i]'f.'_‘_.'. Indeed, 1t 18 said, that, when he Fle{{' of
ransoming the colonel, Captain Pipe threatened him with
death at the stake. Let jl!n[,i(_‘&_‘ be rendered even to the
worst of eriminals.

Dr. Knight, made bold or desperate by the torture he
had witnessed, effected his escape from the Shawnee war-

rior to whose care he was committed, and after much suf-

fering, reached the settlements. From him the greater
portion of the account of Crawford’s death is derived, and
corrected by the statements of Indians present on the
occasion. Simon Girty never forsook the Indians amone
whom he had made his home ; but his influence I:'l'l':l:hl:l]l};
diminished. Some accounts say that he pcrish[ﬂ n the
battle of the Thames; while others assert that he lived
to extreme old age in Canada, where his descendants are
now highly respected citizens.




EXTRAORDINARY <trencth and activity, with the most
&f'.l‘iiﬁ—". courage and a ii'|:-'|'-l'.1._'.:'].'. kl;'l"n"u']!"'lll_'i'“ of life in the
11’!:1-11'..--.‘ WOl for ,]h;ﬂ'lla!l'.] 1“‘2-:-1.,-‘|3:!'!'l i ]l1_1 l‘t-'E'l'l']'”il”“ RERONS
the first settler's of Western Virginia and Ohio. When
the Ohio Company rounded 1ts settlement at Marietta, in
April, 1778, Fleehart was wi*;r.';']l-'}""l as a scout and a
hunter. In this service he had no superior north of the
Ohio. At periods of the greatest

uch incensed against the whites,

danger, when the In-

dians were known to be
he would start from the gettlement with no companion but

(118)
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JOSHUA FLEEHART. 121

his dog, and ranging within about twenty miles of an In-
dian town, would build his cabin and trap and hunt dur-
ing nearly the whole season. On one occasion this reck-
less contempt of danger almost cost the hunter his life.

Having became tired of the sameness of garrison life,
and panting for that freedom among the woods and hills
to which he had always been accustomed, late in the fall
of 1795, he took his canoe, rifle, traps, and blanket, with
no one to accompany him, leaving even his faithful dog
in the garrison with his family. As he was going into
a :1:;;'];{{:1\311:& neighborhood, he was fearful lest the voice
of his dog might betray him. With a daring and intre-
pidity which few men possess, he pushed his canoe up the
Sciota river a distance of fifteen or twenty miles, into the
Indian country, amidst their best hunting-grounds for the
bear and the beaver, where no white man had dared to
venture. These two were the main object of his pursuit,
and the hills of Brush creek were said to abound in bear,
and the small streams that fell into the Sciota were well
suited to the haunts of the beaver.

The spot chosen for his winter’s residence was within
twenty-five or thirty miles of the Indian town of Chilli-
cothe, but as they seldom go far to hunt in the winter,
he had little to fear from their interruption. For ten or
twelve weeks he trapped and hunted in this solitary re-
gion unmolested ; luxuriating on the roasted tails of the
beaver, and drinking the o1l of the bear, an article of diet

which i8 considered by the children of the forest as giving

o =]
health to the body, with strength and activity to the limbs,
His success had equalled his most sanguine expectations,
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22 HEROES OF THE WEST.
and the winter passed away 80 quietly and so pleasantly,
that he was hardly aware of its progress. About the
middle of February, he began to make up the peltry he
had captured nto pac {:igvs, and to load his canoe with
the proceeds of his winter's hunt, which for safety had
heen secreted in the willows, a fow miles below the little
bark hut in which he had lived. The day before that
which he had fixed on for his departure, as he was returning
to his camp, just at evening, Fleehart's acute ear caught
the report of a rifle in the direction of the Indian towns,
but at so remote a distance, that none but a backwoods-
man could have distinguished the sound. This hastened
his preparations for decamping. Nevertheless he slept
quietly, but rose the following morning before the dawn ;
cooked and ate his last meal in the little hut to which he
1'!11'1 become n'|Jlli'i.l,‘ attached.

'['h:__-. sun had just risen, while he was sitting on the trunk

a fallen tree, examining the priming and lock of his gun,
(*:iriilill]\' casting a look up the river bank, he saw an Indian
glowly a mulnuhm r with his eyes intently fixed on the
gi'rwmd carefully inspecting the track of his moccasins,
left in the soft earth as he returne . to his hut the evening
].Muli" He IT'I‘“]‘HIIIV ('HI'-\t'II his gun, :'*1.'_']!!!1'."'1 el hind
tree, and waited ¢111 the Indian came within the sure range
of his shot. He then fired and the Indian fell. Rushing
from the cover on his prostrate foe. he was about to apply
the scalping knife ; but seeing ﬂ J]inhwf silver broaches,

and broad bands on his arms, he fell to cutt ing them loose,

and tucking them into the lmwm of his hunting shirt.
While busily occupied in securing the spoils, the sharp
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JOSHUA FLEEHART. 125

erack of a rifle and the passage of the ball through the
bullet pouch at his side, caused him to look up, when he
saw three Indians within a hundred yards of him. They
being too numerous for him to encounter, he seized hig
vifle and took to flight.  The other two, as he ran, fired
at him without effect. The chase was continued for seve-
ral miles by two of the Indians, who were the swiftest
runners. He often stopped and * treed, *hoping to get a
shot and kill or disable one of them, and then overcome
the other at his leisure, His pursuers also “treed,” and
by flanking to the right and left, forced him to uncover
or stand the chance of a shot.

He finally concluded to leave the level grounds, on
which the contest had thus far been held, and take to the
high hills which lie back of the bottoms. His strong,
muscular imbs here gave him the advantage, as he could
ascend the steep hill sides more rapidly than his pursuers.
The Indians, seeing they could not overtake him, as a last
effort stopped and fired. One of the balls cut away the
handle of his hunting-knife, Jerking it so violently against
his side, that for a moment he thought he was wounded.
He immediately returned the fire, and, with a yell of
vexation, they gave up the chage.

Fleehart made a circuit among the hills, and just at
rl ik came in to the river, near where the canoe lay hid,
Springing lightly on board, he paddled down stream
Being greatly fatigued with the efforts of the d: ay, he lay
down in the canoe, and when he awoke in the 111:n'ning
the boat was just entering the Ohio river. C T0SSINg over
to the southern shore, he, in a few days, pushed his canoe
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up to Farmer’s (

]]{1 _‘\-}_|_I_'_".‘.‘4_'I-E_ ]l" T.'ll'].l

of his winter’s
D

4

sdmiration of his less
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rnaments, ag trophies ol

without further adventure, where

}u.';-.'];-::'l;_"----' of I]l.. as the l:l'f"'.'l'i"il‘.’i

and -I,:!.--]\]_:r-;-.-']. the brilliant silver

his vietorv. to the envy and
venturous companions.™
* Hildreth’s Pioneer History
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IN the latter part of F:-]utl-m!-m‘. 1789, an alarm Tu_-ing

given that Indians had been seen in the Campus Martias,

on i]lt-‘ Ohio, a party ':f"ll!."i.“;'li],"_f of five Or S1X rancers, ten

volunteer citizens, and twelve regular soldiers was collected
tor pursuit.

The men went up in canoes to the mouth of Duck creek
where Li;l.:.‘- left their water craft. The more t'.\il:'i‘gl‘!u:t_wl

ll:]i.':‘.‘..—['”‘.:‘; S00n fl][ “1“-‘” i]i:‘ ”‘{LH- 1‘]1‘]' 'I}IL"'\" “'.‘H‘UIE dCTOSS
the wide bottoms on to the Little Muskincum. At g point
9

: (129)
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130 HEROES OF THE WEST.

about half a mile below where Conner’s mill now stands,
the Indians forded the creek. In a hollow, between the
hills. about a mile east of the creek, they discovered the
smoke of their camp fire. The rangers now divided the
volunteers into two flanking parties, with one of the spies
at the head of each, and three of their number to act In
front. By the time the flankers had come in range of the
camp, the Indians discovered their pursuers, by the noise
of the soldiers who lagged behind, and were not so cautious
in their movement. They instantly fled up the run on
which they were encamped. Two of their number leaving
the main body, ascended the point of a hill, with a ravine
on the right and left of it.

The rangers now began to fire, while the Indians, each
one taking his tree, returned the shot. One of the two In-
dians on the spur of the ridge was wounded through the
hips, by one of the spies on the right, who pushed on man-
fully to gain the flanks of the enemy. The men in front
came on more slowly, and as they began to ascend the
point of the ridge, Ned Henderson, who was posted on high
g]'u_r'-._nu'l._ cried out ¢ Kerr! Kerr! there is an Indian be-

hind that white oak, and he will kill some of vou.”” Kerr

.

instantly sprung behind a large tree, and Peter Anderson,
who was near him, behind a hickory, too small to cover
more than half his body, while John Wiser jumped down
into the ravine. At that instant the Indian fired at An-
(1\:]‘.-'HH? and as John ln_‘u]\'wl over l.'}ll._' i,_‘i-llfi_‘ n]” ilu_‘ bank to
learn the effect of the shot, he saw Peter wiping the dust
of the hickory bark out of his eyes. The ball grazed the

tree, just opposite his nose, and glancing off did him no
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INDIAN FIGHT ON THE LITTLE MUSKINGUM. 133

serious harm, but filling his eyes with the dust, and entting
his nose with the splinters. At the same time Henderson,
with others, fired at the Indian, and he fell with several
balls throuch his body. The brave fellow who was killed
lost his life in a noble effort to aid his friend, who had been
wounded through the hips, and could not spring up on fo
the little bench, or break in the ridge, where he was
standing.

While occupied in this labor of love, the rangers on his
flanks had so far advanced, that the shelter of the friendly
tree L’.“'mm no LJHL'_“._".' gecure him from i}l_L'i!' rilf}131 as it- h:ttl
done while his enemies were more in front of him. The
wounded Indian escaped for the present, although it is
probable he died soon after. The other five Indians, there
being seven in the party, seeing that their enemies out-
numbered them so greatly, after firing a few times, made
a circuit to the right and came up in the rear of the sol-
diers, who were occupying themselves with the contents
of the kettle of hog meat and potatoes, which the Indians
in their hurry had left boiling over the fire. The first notice
they had of their danger was the report of their rifles. It
made a huge uproar among the musketeers, who taking

o

to flight, ran in great alarm for protection to the rangers.
As it happened the Indians were too far off to do much
harm, and no one was injured but one poor fellow, who was
snot through the seat of his trowsers, just grazing the
skin. He tumbled into the brook by the side of the camp,
sereaming at the top of his voice, I am kill'd, I am kill’d,”
greatly to the amusement of the rangers, who were soon
at his side, and dragging him out of the water, searched
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134 HEROES OF THE WEST

in vain for the mortal wound. The dead Indian was

the legitimate

wa

scalped, and his rifle and blanket taken

plunder of a conquered foe. The other five retreated out

of reach of the rangers, after their feat of frightening the
soldiers.  They returned to the garrison, well nleaged
that none of their men were killed. but much vexed with

the soldicrs, whose indiseretion had prevented th ir de-

a5 1':'.-' "..Hl__'-'l ' 'IIH ]e-!u'il-'h Ll party |1 served
. : i1 T . 1 i iy |
a8 4 warning uo Lne l.'!.f.].!:_!h'-: not to :Ii'-f"' achh too near tie

i . SR 1
Vankee garrison, as their rangers were brave men, whose

A 1 =4 A L, 11 LA - C 1y

eves :LIJti ears were always open.™
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DurinNg the continuance of the Indian wars, from 1790
to 1795, it was customary for the inmates of all the gar-
risons to cultivate considerable fields of Indian corn and

1

other vegetables near the walls of their defences. Al-

thu_un;_'-'h 11:!‘.-’,::1'|ll=11.‘i n HLL" extreme, 1t was 1'1‘1'L"ft'1';1‘|111_‘ 1o
starvation. For a part of that time no provisions could bhe
obtained from the older sottlements above, on the Monon
gahela and Ohio: sometimes from a scarcity amongst
themselves, and always at great hazard from Indians,
who watched the river for the capture of boats. Another

reason was the want of money ; many of the settlers hav:
(137
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138 HEROES OF THE WEST.

ing expended a large share of their funds in the journey
on, and for the purchase of lands, while others had not a
single dollar; so that necessity compelled them to plant
their fields. The war having commenced so soon after
¢their arrival, and at a time when not expected, as a for-
mal treaty was made with them at Marietta, in January,
1789, which by the way was only a piece of Indian diplo-
macy, they never intended to abide by it longer than
suited their convenience, and no stores being laid up for
a siege, they were taken entirely unprepared. So des-
perate were their circumstances at one Jn,-l'?-nti_. that serions
thoughts of abandoning the country were entertained by
many of the leading men. Under these circumstances
R. J. Meigs, then a young lawyer, was forced to lay
aside the gown, and assume the use of both the sword and
plough. It is frue that but little ploughing was done, as
much of the corn was then raised by planting the virgin
goil with a hoe, amongst the stumps and logs of the clear-
ing, after burning off the brush and light stuff. In this
way large crops were invariably produced ; so that nearly
all the implements needed were the axe and the hoe. It
so happened that Mr. Meigs, whose residence was in
Campus Martius, the garrison on the east side of the
Muskingum river, had planted a field of corn on the west
side of that stream in the vicinity of Fort Harmar. To
reach this field the river was to be crossed near his resi-
dence in a canoe, and the space between the landing and
his crop, a 'jxi:.'t'l!lf,'l:‘ of about half a milt-, to ],Jt‘ lr:i,‘«';%t-*l ]')y

an obscure path through a thick wood.

Early in June, 1792, Mr. Meigs, having completed the
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ESCAPE OF RETURN J. MEIGS. 141

labor of the day a little before night, set out on his return
home in company with Joseph Symonds and 2 colored boy,
which he had brought with him as a servant from Con-
necticut. Immediately on leayving the field they entered
the forest through which they had to pass before reaching
the canoe. t-'_\'u'umrir; and the boy were unarmed: Mr.
Meigs carried a small shot-gun, which he had taken with
him for the purpose of shooting a turkey, which at that
day abounded to an extent that would hardly be credited
at this time. Flocks of several hundred were not uncom-
mon. and of a size and fatness that would excite the ad-
miration of an epicure of any period of the world, even
of Apicius himself. Meeting, however, with no turkies,
he had discharged his gun at a large snake which crossed
his path. They had now arrived within a few rods of
the landing, when two Indians, who had been for some
time watching their movements and heard the discharge
of the gun, sprang into the path behind them, fired and
shot Symonds through the shoulder. He being an excellent
swimmer. rushed down the bank and into the Muskingum
river: where, turning on his back, he was enabled to
support himself on the surface until he floated down near
Fort Harmar, where he was taken up by a cance. His
wound, although a dangerous one, was healed, and he was
alive twenty years afterwards. The black boy followed
Symonds into the river as far as he could wade, but being
no swimmer, was unable to et out of reach of the Indian
who !.111'51[.-|1 them, and was seized and I[i':'..'_'l'_"'iw{ on shore.
The Indian who had captured him was desirous of making

him a prisoner, which he so obstinately refused, and made
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142 HEROES OF THE WEST.
go much resistance that he finally tomahawked and scalped
}1;.‘.![ near i}l-.' !,‘-]',f-.,‘ Ht' ‘ water. To -'.E:'Iw' .'lgl\"l'lli'.i;_".'l' [l{l
Was 111 4 manner 1.':|!|’.E--.-E!='-i. E‘:!!i'.'-L' 1]1;1|| lose hnl]l }:-L'i.-i:l!:n-!‘
and scalp, as the rangers and men at Campus Martius
had commeneced firing at him from the opposite shore The
first shot was fired 1.1_‘.' i r‘[i;-'.';.ll-'l black man 11l i.l.':_l- SErvVICe
of Commodore Abraham Whipple, who was employed near
she river at the time.

From some :Ll_'t'l-.{-'m. it appears that 'Jli].l'\' one of the
Indians was armed with a rifle, while the other had a toma-
hawk and knife. After Symonds was shot, Mr. Meigs

immediatelv faced about in order to retreat to Fort Harmar.

1

'rJ'iw savagse armed '.‘.::1}] ‘Lfl-.,' 1‘]51:‘. 5::111 ]J].'!.i'- :1l |.|fl=.l.~{ it i:J i]%t.'
1 . i A o1 1 1 .
path, intendine to cut off his escape, but had no time to
reload before his intended vietim elubbed his gun and
rushed upon his antagonist. As he passed, Mr. Meigs
aimed a blow at his head. which the Indian returned with
1|i.-' 1‘1'5]-}- ["!_"-lll :i'.l_' ]'il:_l-l'-'l;_!(".' of i].--' movement, ?;|'11|J--:‘ I*l'

them were seriously injured, although it staggered both

considerably, vet neither fell to the ground. Instantly

recovering from the shock, he pursued his course to the
fort with the Indian close at his heels. - Mr. Meigs was In
the ﬂﬂ of n':l.:'l_'{ l__u!:]hhu-ul_ and ]'.:III[l. !n‘*.‘ i'_r'a-uilil_-m [I:‘:il'i 1ce
in the race, become a very swift runner. His foeman was
also very fleet, and amongst the most active of their war-
riors, as none but such were sent into the settlements on
marauding excurions. The race continued for sixty or
eighty rods with little advantage on either side, when Mr.
Meigs gradually increased his distance a-head, and leap-

ing across a deep run that traversed the path, the Indian
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stopped on the brink, threw his fomahawk, and gave up
the pursuit with one of those fierce yells which rage and
disappointment both served to sharpen. [t was distinetly
heard at both the forts.. About sixteen years since, an
Indian tomahawk was ploughed up near this spot, and
Wwas most ]|]'135_|;|1!.-]I\_,‘ Hll' one I]lt'u\H'H at Mr. _\[.]_u as the
rescue and pursuit from Fort Harmar was so immediate
upon hearing the alarm, that he had no time to recover
it. With the scalp of the poor black boy, the Indians
ascended the ;H.]‘ler side of the hill which overlooked the
carrison, and shouting defiance to their foes, escaped in
the forest.

The excitement was very great at the garrson, and
taucht the inmates an useful lesson ; that of being better
El]']J.-i'-1l :'.H-i more on lltr‘il‘ .‘_fli:ll“i.l 1.‘\'1'.|'!| I}z‘\ went out on

N |

agricultural pursuits. Had Mr. Meigs tried any other
e__»x;;._-di'_‘m than []l:l[ of 11;“'1!‘!:__“ 1Jl.l-r' cnemy :1'11*1 1'!1.4?:§|1|; il;*
Si:t]lt]it' upon him, he must have lost his life, as the In-
cian was well aware of his gun being unloaded. On his
right was the river, on his left a very high hill; beyond
him the ]‘”[l'.]t.'*:—' forest, and between him and the fort his
Indian foe. To his sudden and unexpected attack, to hig
dauntless and intrepid manner, and to his activity, he

undoubtedly owed his life.
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Oxp of the most remarkable pioneer fights, in the
early history of the west, was that waged by Captain
James Hstill. and seventeen of his associates, on the 22d

ﬁlﬂyynnﬁuuw Indians,

of March, 1782, with a party

twentv-five in number. 5vh¢ﬂfﬂdu'}mU%:JnﬂmL}unﬂ

elapsed since ; vet one of the actors in that sanguinary

FUmgfLuEhwzJuﬂjdypnummxnflhd”+wmn{p Kentucky,
E'lli”\'i"fl'l"[ to the 2d of December, 1844, Il‘\.'ih_-_" in the full
enjoyment of his faculties at the age of ninety. His wile,
the partner of his early privations and toils, and nearly

o

as old as himself, deceased six months previously.
_I_._L"\
(144)
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ESTILL'S DEFEAT. 147

On the 19th of March 1782, Indian rafts, without any
¢ne on them, were seen 15-;1[1}“-_'__' down the ]{!'[l'.]l{'.!\'}' i'it't_'l',
past Boonesborourh. Intelligence of this fact was imme-
diately dispatched by (lolonel Logan to Captain Estill,
at his station fifteen miles from Boonesborough, and neax
ih-:_" 151‘(‘.-1'11[ r-il'L' rnf. “‘ll_'h]“rlli'i, l\:l'lllltl‘]{_‘.'. lcr_'__"i".hr!‘ ‘a‘-'_ll]| i |
force of fifteen men, who were directed to march from
Lincoln county to Hstill's assistance, instructing Captain
Estill, 1f the Indians had not .'i1'1]a-.'.'t1‘e__'!‘t li_lr:‘t'l', to scour the
country with a reconnoitring party, as it could mot be
known at what E:nini the attack would be made.

J~||” lost not 4 moment ill I'I']]"l'ijil:_’ a i.'ﬂ'f"i_‘ to ;H n
gearch of the savages, not doubting, from his knowledgé
of the Indian character, that they designed an immediate
M'-W at Lis or S0me “;:.. 1!;:" ‘Il_t_'_!l*_"h‘!lll!'{lt.:‘ S'LJLE"[IJ?.]:H'. ]‘-1‘11133
his own and the nearest stations, he raised twenty-five
men. Whilst Estill and his men were on this excursion,
the Indians suddenly appeared around his station at the
dawn of tl;l‘\', on the 20th of :‘nl::r‘l']!, killed and .«'l':ili.mfl
Miss Innes, and took Munk, a slave of Captain Estill]
captive. The Indians immediately and hastily retreated,
in i'l"Ilr‘L‘fJ_Hi'['sf'l‘ of a }||__]|h L'.\':'|_'_;",;':"'['.‘t‘u'll account ‘\\'ll.lt']l
Munk gave them of the strength of the station, and
and number of fichtine men in it.  No sooner had the
Indians commenced their retreat, than the women in the
fort (the men being all absent except one on the sick list,)
dispatched two boys, the late General Samuel South and
Peter Hacket, to take the trail of Captain Estill and his
men, and, overtaking them, give information of what had

occurred at the fort. The boys succeeded in coming up
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148 HEROLS OF THE WEST.

with Captam Estill early on the morning of the 21st, be-
tween the mouths of Drowning creek and Red river.
After a short search, Captain Estill's party struck the
trail of the retreating [ndians. It was resolved at once

to make pursuit, and no time was lost in doing so. Five
men of the party, however, who had families in the fort,
feeling uneasy for their safety, and unwilline to trust

their defence to the few who remained there, returned to
the fort. leaving Captain Estill's party thirty-five 1n

™

]11]1],1[_-..;-1', r“nn ;.‘.w-x;.mf i]::' 1-1_1!'.-'.!.11 01 1?1[' ]‘-."-.1‘-‘:1[i.ll',_'-' .1|-!".~

v as :|r1.—-:=E|-lf._‘. but nicht cominge on thevy

dians, as ‘.';11"% |

L'llL'ilIml"'i near i]in.' .L%Ult.‘- ?‘t[lli.li'.!.:tgtu al l"-l'*'*l.'ut 'Lllfc ':i‘Ll_.‘

el

of Mount Sterling.
Early next morning they put forward, being obliged to

leave ten of the men behind, whose horses were too jaded
|

to travel further. They had not proceeded far until they

discovered by fresh tracks of the [ndians, that they were

not far distant. They then marched in four lines until
1

about an hour before sunset, when thev discovered six of

the ]'-[I.i‘-r_" 'i‘i!!'lii."'l'."--'f'“; o rations from the mex_,'

gavages he
of a }I!li‘i':ﬂ.i- which il'_:'_'\' -i!:i'l ka1l 1. The ("-I!'_Ilﬂl!l.‘f was
ordered to dismount. With the usual impetuosity of
]{i_‘lli!l['lil:ill.ﬁ., s0me of the ]_J;H"i.‘.' f]‘t'!'nl without !'l'"l'_'"i_]]"_l_[]!_,'_';
orders. and the Indians fled. One of the party, a Mr,
David Cook, who acted as ension, exceedingly ardent and
active, had ]_u‘:'-::-[-r-u‘:--rl in advance of the company, and
seeing an Indian halt, raised his gun and fired. At the
game moment another Indian crossed on the opposite

side. and they were both leveled with the same shot. This

. - . . . ® i1
pccurring in View oI the whole company, 1:-.:;1.1511-1‘1 them







..... S = SUS AR FEPRSTL L =4 =& = - = —— i
— T e e
- = e oy = =i T =X o
= — o=
= LE - = — = e L —
R e ——— = ==
s 5T = F—— e — -




-

FETILL'S DEFEAT, 151

all with a high degree of confidence. In the meantime,
the main lrouhf of Indians had heard the alarm and re-
turned, and the two hostile parties exactly matched 1n
point of numbers, having twenty-five on each side, and
were now face to face. The ground was highly favorable
to the Indian mode of warfare; but Captain Estill and
his men, without a moment’s hesitation, boldly and fear-
lessly commenced an attack upon them, and the latter as
boldly and fearlessly (for they were picked warriors) en-
gaged in the bloody combat. It is, however, disgraceful
to relate, that, at the very onset of the action, Lieutenant
Miller, of Captain Estill's party, with six men under his
command, ¢ ingloriously fled”’ from the field, thereby
placing in jeop ardy the whole of their comrades, and
causing the death of many brave sol ldiers. Hence, Estill’s
party number ed eighteen, and the Wyandottes twenty- -five.
The flank becoming thus unprotected, Captain Estill
directed Cook with three men to occupy Miller’s station,
and repel the attack in that quarter to which this base act
of cowardice exposed t the whole p-wi}' The ensign with
his party were taking the position assi aned, when one of
‘[;-]1!_*11'1 discovered an Indian and shot him, and the three
rotroated to a little eminence whence they thought greater
execution could be effected with less danger to themselves,
but Cook continue .d to advance without noticing the absence
of his party until he had disc harged his gun with effect,
when he immediately retreated, but after running some
distance to a large tree, for the purpose of shelter in firing,
he unfortunately got entangled in the tops of fallen timber,
and halting for a moment, received a ball which struck him

T -

PO -

~

TP - ———



el P

152 HEROES OF THE WEST.

L

just below the shoulder blade, and eame out below his collax
bone. TIn the meantime, on the main field of battle, at the
distance of fifty yards, the fight raced with great fury,
lasting one hour and three-quarters. On either side
wounds and death were inflicted, neither party advancing
or retreatine. “Every man to his man, and every man
to his tz‘v{'." Captain Estill at this perx d was covered
with blood from a wound received early in the action; nine

R LT : : s 3
of his brave companions lay dead upon the field ; and

four others were so disabled by their wounds, as to he
unable to continue the ficht. Captain Estill's fighting

men were now reduced to four. Among this number was
J—us-'ls‘ E’ )CTOT

Captai _i':.-!.fl]. the brave leader of this Spartan band,
Was now ]-1'-@1;‘1':11 into a personal conflict with a powerful
and active Wyandotte v.'.-:'rrﬂur. The conflict was for a
time fierce and desperate, and ii_u-l.-::'i_\' and anxi .-_1_.;_] v wat ched
by Proctor, with his finger on the trigger of his unerring
rifle. 5'1-:'!1_. however, was the .-:'._I'1'-___"_'_;'!E_- ]-I'-l\‘a'n.w_-1.| these fierce
and ]un'.'--'l.‘i'l'.l warriors. that Proctor ecould not shoot without
greatly endangering the safety of his captain. Estill had
1;;“1{ }|J arin ‘il!'l.‘l-;l'}l i-'!;p J:]‘!-i'rl]‘!‘.':l'_" sumimer iIL an i."ll:_l’.:l.jl.‘-

he war-

ment with the Indians; and, in the conflict with t
rior on this |.-|‘r.':_J.-':;|:][__ that arm cave wav. and In an instant

his savage foe buried his knife in Captain Estill's breast;

'{IHE 1N the VEery sdaile monment, |]H brave Proctor sent a ball
from his rifle to the Wyandotte’s heart. The gurvivors then
dt'c'.\' off as I-p mutual t'l'f}i-\'i_'ll1.-—'—"[‘:1[1[.5- 'L_"E]I.:i‘i]. this memo=
rable battle. [t wanted z.---lf.-.-l_l;;: but the circumstance of

pumbers tomakelt the most memorapieln ancient ol modern
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times. The loss of the Indians, in killed and wounded,
notwithstanding the disparity of numbers after the shameful
retreat of Miller, was even greater than that of Captain
Estill.

It was afterwards ascertained by prisoners who were
recaptured from the Wyandotte, that seventeen of the In-
dians had been killed, and two severely wounded. This
battle was fought on the same day, with the disastrous
battle of the Blue Lécf{f*, March ii*]._ 1732.

There is a tradition derived from the Wyandotte towns,
after the peace, that but one of the warriors engaged In
this battle ever returned to his nation. It is certain that
the chief who led on the Wyandottes with so much despera-
tion. fell in the action. Throughout this bloody engage-
ment the coolness and bravery of Proctor were unsurpassed.
But his conduct after the battle has always, with those
acquainted with it, elicited the warmest commendation. He
brought off the field of battle, and most of the way to the
station, a distance of forty miles, on his back, his badly
wounded friend, the late brave Colonel William Irvine, so
long and sc favorably known in Kentucky.
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were courace and resolution so much !""'!_1:_1;'l--'1 In women

T

v it as in the western wilderness, during the Indian wars,
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it it In the fall of 1779. Samuel Daviess, who resided 1n
Bedford countv. Virginia, moved with his family to Ken-
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? tucky, and lived for a time, at Whitley's station, 1n Lin-
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A PIONEER MOTHER. 157

coln. After residing for some time in the station, he re-
'tl'm‘._'f._'rl for a time fo a ]u?:lr'*._' called (71lmer’s Li{'?.:. some

Fi.\' or Beyven miles distant from said station, where he built
:},{‘;L’:lin. c'l.t':n'r-ul some ]:I!i‘l... ‘»".']!:4_'1.'1 ]l-. Pt in COTHR TNext

. i | - § . o A
season, not apprehending any danger from the Indians,

although he was considered a frontier settler. DBut tlus
imaginary state of E!--"lli-'lli.‘-.' did not last lone: for one
morning in Aungust, 1782, having stepped a few paces
from his door, he was suddenly surprised by an Indian

appearing between him and the door, with tomahawk up-
i L L

lifted. almost within striking distance. In this unexpected
condition, and being entirely unarmed, his first thounght

was. that by running round the house, he could enter the

door in safety, but to his surprise, in attempting to effect
: |

: ; = ) . s . s
this ohject, as he :i‘!:i'=l‘-'-:1!.-.1u.--[ the door he found the house

full of Indians. Being closely pursued by the Indian first
mentioned, he made his way into the cornfield, where he
concealed himself with much diffieulty, until the pursuing
Indian had returned to the house.

Unable as he was to render any relief to his family,
there being five Indians, he ran with the utmost speed to
the station of his brother, a distance of five miles. As
he approached the station, his undressed condition told
the tale of his distresses, before he was able to tell it him-

gelf. Almost breathless, and with a faltering vqice, he
could only say, his wife and children were in the hands
of the Indians. Searcely was the communication made
when he obtained a spare gun, and the five men m the
station, well armed, followed him to his residence. When

they arrived at the house, the Indians, as well as the fa-
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158 HEROES OF THE WEST.

mily were found to be gone, and no evidence appeared
that any of l!':l.' [‘él‘:lln}' had been 1{51]1‘11. \ search was
made to find the direction the Indians had taken; butowing
to the dryness of the ground, and the adroit manner in
which they had departed, no discovery could be made.
In this study and perplexity, the party being all good
woodsmen, took that direction in pursuit of the Indians,
which iht'}' []'n‘.ﬂll'_"Elt 1t most I.‘I'H]I:l]lll‘ i']'.l'_‘.' would take.
After going a few miles, their attention was arrested by
the howling of a dog, which afterwards turned out to be
a house-dog that had followed the family, and which the
Indians had undertaken to kill, so as to avoid detection,
which might happen from his occasionally barking. In
attempting to kill the dog, he was only wounded, which
produced the howling that was heard. The noise thus
heard, satisfied them that they were near the Indians, and
enabled them to rush forward with the utmost impetuosity.
Two of the Indians being in the rear as spies, discovering
the approach of the party, ran forward to where the In-
dians were with the family—one of them knocked down
the oldest boy, about eleven years old, and while in the
act of scalping him, was fired at, but without effect. Mrs.
Daviess, seeing the agitation and alarm of the Indians,

saved herself and sucking child, by jumping into a sink
i

hole. The Indians did not stand to make fight, but fled
in the most precipitate manner. In that way the family
was rescued by nine o’clock in the morning, without the
Joss of a single life, and without any injury but that above
mentioned. So soon as the boy had risen on his feet, the

first words he spoke were, ¢ Curse that Indian, he has got
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my scalp I After the family had been rescued, Mrs.

Daviess gave the following account of how the Indiang
i:‘:ill :1t'€r'|1_

A few minutes after her hushand had opened the door

A r iy 2 fos — = 1 s
and stepped out of the house, four Indians rushed in

whilst the fifth, as she afterwards learned. was in pursuit
of her husband. Herself and children were in bed when

the Indians entered the house. One of the Indians imme-

diately made signs, by which she understood him to Inquire

how far it was to the next house. With an unusual presence

of mind, knowing how mmportant it would be to make the

distance as far as possible, she raised both her hands, first

counting the fingers of one hand, tlien of the other making

a distance of eight miles. The Indian then signed to her
that she IMusty t‘f.i:'; she i’JIJ!!Ei'l“:Iit_'!L\' I,'__':H'L up, and as S00N
as she could dress herself, commenced showing the Indiang
one article of |‘.'1nI]!illj;," after ;1]|!'L]m’1'_. which Il]t".‘l-"ﬁt‘!]_ them
very much; and in that way, delayed them at the house
nearly two hours. In the meantime. the Indian who had
been in pursuit of her hushand, returned witl his hand;
stained with poke berries, which he held up, and with some
violent gestures, and waving of his tomahaw k, attempted
to mnduce the belief, that the stain on his hands was the
bilood of her husband, and that he had killed him. She

was enabled at once to discover the deception, and instead

of producing any alarm on her part, she was satisfied that
her husband had escaped uninjured.

After the savages had plundered the house of everything
that i}lt':_.' could L'l;iu't.'i'JieilI']}’ carry off with l.iu_-m, [hu_y
started, taking Mrs. Daviess and her children—seven 1u

11
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number, as prisoners alone with them. Some of the childs
ren were too young to travel as fast as the Indians wished,
and discovering, as she believed, their mtention to kill
Sllt]! t'{' 'L].il‘iil as m--miut not i'lbf;\'t'lzlt“.'L‘!]_\‘ [h_*:_a‘.w-l_ &Eu,-. m;iulu':
the two oldest boys carry them on their backs. The In-
dians, in starting from the house, were very careful to lecava

ons of the direetion which they had taken, mot even

no s
p(-t‘l‘nlf:ih; the children to break a twig or weed, as they
p'.1.~'=.~31_'i_1 :11-.:1':.;_". Tl]l'_‘\' had not gone far, before an [ndian
drew a knife and cut off a few inches of Ms. Daviess dress,
8o that she would not be interrupted in travelling,

:"-l]'- _'["!;,'fi.-\-;;-: Was a wolrnan HI_‘ c;.'mi_ deliberate courage,
and accustomed to handle the gun so that she could shoot
well, as many of the women were in the habit of doing in
t]lf,a.%n_' tlé'.*‘.'ri. She had t'lIl|‘;':_'!|!|:|:t[t-~1._ 28 a last resort, that
+f not rescued in the course of the day, when night came
and the Indians had fallen agleep, she would rescue herself
and children ]l_‘.' lii]_}‘:‘nj,'_' as many of the [ndians as she
(-.mﬂnl—i];:a!.-!{i-'lg that 1n a il":'_"]'t] :!['I:U'];{ as many of llwm
as remained, would most probably run off. Such an at-
rempt would now seem a species of madness ; but to those
who were :II_‘=|_El:i.Iil‘.1't:l with Mrs. Daviess, little doubt was
entertained. that if the attempt had been made, it would
have proved successinl.

I'E.Hl':t' ]m}' \‘1]!11 h:lll ]u-(-n #t‘:|1]|r_‘-.1, vas .'_-'1‘-.,':1r1‘\‘ \'E.‘ﬂli'_"ll]'l"!],
as the hair never after grew upon that part of the head.

i

the Indians for the injury he had received. Unfortunately

f*][' hil!l.‘il'“., ten ;\'L._':ll‘p' :'.1'lk'l"|'.':lt‘<1.~'. i1!lc' Imﬂ;mf came 1o 1]]:3

neighborhood of his father and stole a number of horses.
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Himself and 4 party of men went in pursuit of them, and
after Fu”u\\'in;_: them for some l‘l;l},“:, the Indians fi]uﬁﬂg
that they were likely to be'overtaken, placed themselves
in ambush, and when their pursuers came up, killed young
Daviess and one other man : so that he Ill[iin:li.r]v\' fell inte
their hands when about twenty-one years old.

The next year after the father died; his death being
caused, as it was supposed, by the r.:x11"u'»rdil1-n-}-' efforts he
made to release his family from the Indians.

We cannot close this account, without noticing an act
of courage displayed by Mrs. Daviess, calculated to exhibit
her character in its true point of view.

Kentucky, in its early days, like most new countries,
was occasionally troubled with men of abandoned character,
who lived by stealing the property of others, and after
committing their depredations, retired to their hiding
places, thereby eluding the operation of the law. One of
these marauders, a man of desperate character, who had
committed extensive thefts from Mr. Daviess, as well ag
from his neighbors, was pursued by Daviess and a party
whose property he had taken, in order to bring him to
justice. While the party were in pursuit, the suspected
individual, not knowing any one was pursuing him, came
tothe house of Daviess, armed with his gun and tomahawk—
no person being at home but Mrs. Daviess and her child-

ren. After he had stepped in the house, Mrs. Daviess

aslked him if he would drink .-FHIJlE'H!iIl:_:_' and 11;1\'i]l_-_f sct a
bottle of whiskey upon the table, requested him to help
himself. The fellow not suspecting any danger, set his

gun up by the door, and while drinking, Mrs. Dayiess
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picked up his gun, and placing herself in the door, had the
gun cocked and levelled upon him by the time he turned

. 1 1 * i
around, and in a peremptory manner, ordered him to take

1

a geat. or she would shoot him. Struck with terror and
J!!il"‘:'i'!. Ii.:'.' il.‘l.\{."li. '\\:|Zl[ }H' ;If:'i 'i"‘l". .\.‘;El!L 'llli'-l ]Eiflf. .El“ ]!.'1'1
stolen her husband’s property, and that she intended to
L'iii"l‘ care ‘_5[. }li[” El'-'}_'._‘('i[.. .1][ ‘“-1\ '."']l'lil]"‘“. S'Ch‘.' El‘.“l"{ ['][[1
a prisoner, until the party of men returned and took him

into their possession.
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The Squaffer’s Hife and Daughier.

Ox the Illinois river, near two hundred miles frem its
junction with the Mississippi, there lived in 1812, an old
pioneer, known in those days as ¢ Old Parker the squatter.”
His family consisted of a wife and three children, the oldest
a boy of nineteen, a girl of seventeen, and the youngest a
boy of fourteen. At the time of which we write, Parker
and his oldest boy had gone in company with three Indians
on a hunt, expecting to be absent some five or six days.—

(167)
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]'i‘1

ne Ll!;i'll |1l':_'-.' after t]u_- |1'1r_~|;.'r|“."_fn>._- P 1]

one of the Indians re-

turned to Parker’s house, came in and sat himself down

by i]u_- fire, lit his 3li;|-' and commenced .»Il!_u]-._!!r_" Im silence.

o i P Rl e B B oy DT -
:I'i[I‘H. [r:rt RED LIougsnt .‘ili-.lllil; UL LIS, 48 10 Was o uncommeon

I]Ji[l'.',‘ for one Or sometimes more o

a party of Indians to
return abruptly from a hunt, at some sien thev might con-
gider ominous of bad luck, and in such instances were not

yery k‘*ll.'liI!_H[!!.l'-'li51-"'. ]SIE-'. Ll |.‘;~‘| 1]!-- f‘_--i.i.'lll |-'.-'r.'.1-'.|' ~.:|l-|.”'{:

TI‘-'E[]I |]_f] 1'-1.||l FL.II'?{(‘E‘ Ill 'Hiir.‘: l'_‘-."li.‘.‘l_':!‘,il.-!.l '-i_'|1||"'!I'-
ately drew Mrs, Parker’s attention, who directly enquffed
of the Indian, what's the matter with Parker? The In-

dian responded Parker sick, tree fell

; on him, you go, he
die. - Mrs. Parker then asked the [ndian if Parker had
gent for 'I r, and 'h'-':IE‘."1: }Il__‘ was ¢ J:Ic 1'|'}-i§|'.—~ of the ]il‘“.‘lll
somewhat aroused her .=~'IE~'J~E|'§u13_~'. She, [l-".ﬁ'm'ul‘._ came to

o B |

the conclusion to send her son with the Indian to see what

was the matter. The boy and Indian started. That night

passed, and the next day too, and neither the boy or In-

dian returned. This confirmed Mrs. Parker in her opinion
.

I]|:.I1.' ?3;--1'1_- was toul ]ui;:\' on the part of [i;l_' !!ll“it]l.‘*. -“U

1

she and her daughter went to work and barricaded the
IL,;H]‘:!!.‘_II ‘.‘.'iEiITLH"-‘.'« Irl.- 1].'_!' ]-J-'ni 'x'.'.':l\,' I:*lc-_‘.' {'-ll]l:.l_ I_E1lll' ‘\.'151111‘:_21'5[;
boy’s rifle was the only one left, he not haying taken it
with him when he went to hunt after his father. The old
lady took the rifle, the dauchter the axe, and thus armed
they determined to watch through the night; and defend
[}ll']u.*f_';".".‘.‘f if ],=r'r'r'-"-i1'i‘_‘\'r TEH,'_‘.’ fl-‘ll! Not I-.,Iil';' to wait after
night fall, for shortly after that some one commenced

](Iw(rl;f-lr;_:_ at the +'T-,.u:]‘, t_'!"_,'][lt'_i_' out ¢ Mother ! mother !”” bug

Mrs. Parker thought the voice was not exactly like that of

'
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her son—in order to ascertain the fact, she said “:-,T:ui{o,

y
{

where are the Indians ?”’ The reply which was *“um gone,”
gatisfied her on that point. She then said, as if speaking
to her son, “Put your ear to the latch-hole of the door I
want to tell you .‘.'-‘JHU"I]LE?'II'_"_' before 1 open the door.” The
head was placed at the latch-hole, and the old lady fired
through the same spot and killed an Indian. She .~_'~{t.=!b§rf;'l1.
back from the door instantly, and it was well she did so,
for quicker than I have penned the last two words two rifle
}J!i”:_"u' came t‘!‘;tﬁhit:;‘ 111]1:1[.‘_"111 'L]LC‘ door. '_i.‘llk‘ old l:lffl}"
then said to her daughter, ¢ Thank God there are but two, 1

they must be the

must have ]{_]Hr.-Ll the one at the door
three who went on the hunt with your father. If we can
only kill or cripple another of them, we will be safe ; now
we must both be still after they fire again, and they will
then break the door down, and I may be able to shoot
another one ; but if I miss them when getting in, you must

1%

use the axe.”—The daughter equally courageous with her
mother assured her she would. Soon after this conver-
sation two more rifle bullets came crashing through the
window. A death-like stillness ensued for about five mi-
nutes, when two more balls in quick succession were fired
through the door, then followed a fremendous punching
with a log, the door gave way, and with a fiendish yell an
l]u“.m was :11I|'I11: Lo s[lrin;‘ n, when the llllt.‘l‘l'i]lg‘ rifle fired
by the old lady stretched his lifeless body across the thresh-
hold of the door. The remaining, or more properly the
surviving Indian fired at random and ran, doing no injury.
¢ Now’’ said the old heroine to her andaunted daughter

¢ we must leave.” Accordingly with the rifle and the axe,

i
!
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they went to the river, took the canoe, and without a
mouthful of provision except one wild duck and two black
birds which the mother shot, and which were eaten raw,
did these two courageous hearts in six days arrive among
the old French settlers at St. Loms. A party of about a
dozen men erossed over into Illinois—and after an unsue-
cessful search returned without finding either Parker or his
boys. They were never found. There are yet some of
the old settlers in the neighborhood of Peoria who still

point out the spot where “ old Parker the squatter’ lived.
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Saprain Milhiam Hybbell.
piali) | DY

In the year 1791, when the Indians were very troubles
gome on the banks of the Ohio, Captain William Hubbell,
Mzr. Daniel Licht, Mr. William Plascut, Mrs. Plascut and
eight children embarked in a flat-hottomed hoat to proceed
down the Ohio

On their progress down the river, and soon after passing
Pittsburgh, they saw evident traces of Indians along the
banks, and there is every reason to believe that a boat

W]li-‘.'!.: '|1I|r"-f II'.';"."*.-':'-ie-.'. HH L

2 bty throanaoh ear ] “Oa. T 0
rouciy cCarelessness, was

,_,_.
.

suffered to run acround on an island, became a prey to

these mereiless savages. Though Captain Hubbell and

hig party stopped some time for it in a lower part of the

(178)
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river, it did not arrive, and has never to their knowledee
been Leard of since. Before thev reached the mouth of
Eflc' {:!'-.':l'i' E{"_‘IFI:I"-'\'J!. [h:-".' i|:l|[ ]-_1‘\' .—'1-'-.‘|-I':|[ .'=:‘|-""|'~;=~'i\'-- ;1r|a|-:-

tions, [fli"."'il*'i"'l their number to [‘-"u"lli_"u'. ‘-"‘il.‘*i.‘-l_li'il'_: of ]Ii.‘['.‘

es1(les

men, -’.:II':,"‘ women, IIT'I'}. ri-_-:]!r t'|!]f|i|'u-11, 'Hu' mnern,
those mentioned above, were one John otoner, an Irishman
and a Dutchman, whose names are not recollected, Messrs.

Ray and Tucker, and a Mr. Kilpatrick, whose two daughters

also were of l'I’.I_' ]I.'r'r‘i'}'. _JJIElﬁIT']rIZII]'-‘]! received at Gal i:-}.-“]jvi
confirmed the expectation, which appearance previously
raised, of a serious conflict with a large body of Indians
and as Captain Hubbell had been regularly appointed com-
mander of the boat. every possible preparation was made
for aformidable and successful resistance of the ant ir.“!!'u:lll-nl
attack. The nine men were divided into three watches
for the rJ'I_'_;]H'. which were ::]ll_-1.'11:lll-|"~.' to continue awake,
and be on the look out for two hours at a time. The arms
on board, which consisted prineipally of old muskets, much
out of order, were collected, loaded. and put in the best

1‘1-‘-:“4”1:1- {,‘-*-121“2E-‘-|J i.-.\J' -_:I-1"-,']c'|'-. _"l._||--11i sunset on ;]L;g:_ d::r

the 23d of March, 1792, the party overtook a fleet of six

boats til_'.J!'t'IJf“!I_'_',' the river in company, and i!ili_'llf]t,:'l Lo

continue with them, but as their passengers seemed to bo

more disposed to dancing than fighting, and as soon after
-

.1.«'--‘.’:‘.51“!:_-; the remonstrances of Captain Hub-

rI:r!'!{. notwit
bell, they ecommenced fiddline and dancing instead of pre-
paring their arms, and taking the necessary rest prepara-
tory to battle, it was wisely considered more hazardous to

be in such company, than to be alone. [t was therefore

determined to proceed rapidly forward by the aid of the
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oars, and leave those thoughtless fellow-travellers behind.
Oneof the boats. however, lje_-]..“:-h.;- to the fleet, commanded
l.:\' a Captain Greathouse, .'|-'1'|||‘|+.'=1 the same plan, and for
a while kept up with Captain Hubbell, but all its erew at
11']|_:'[]t [Ei?if]ll’_’ :l.-]t'l‘[r, 'i]l‘.LI h..:]l' .‘IE.‘”_} r'r-::él"l {10 }Ja' ]ll'll||t'”i'-i
by the oars, and Captain Hubbell and his party proceeded
steadily forward alone. Early in the night a canoe was
dimly seen floating down the river, in which were probably
Indians reconnoitering, and other evident indications were
observed of the neighborhood and hostile intentions of a
formidable party of savages.

It was now agreed, that should the attack, as was pro-
bable, be deferred fill morning, every man should be up
before the dawn, in order to make as great a show as pos-
gible of numbers and of strength; and that, whenever the
action should take place, the women and children should
lie down on the cabin floor, and be ]J]‘nit'rlw] as well as
they could by the trunks and other bageage, which might
be placed around them. In this perilous situation they
continued during the night, and the captain, who had not
slept more than one hour since he left Pittshurch, was too
deeply impressed with the imminent danger which sur-
rounded him to obtain any rest at that time.

Just as daylicht began to appear in the east; and bhefore
the men were up and at their posts, agreeably to arrange-
ment, a voice at gome distance below them. in a ]J]:l:m{i‘.':".
tone, 1‘L_-pt’::it'<!.]_'\' solicited them to come on r&innjq_‘. as l]n'-':'e.
were some white persons who wished to obtain a passage
in their boat. This the n':t['l[:liil very ]1:1[111'.‘:1!.‘; and cor-

rectly concluded to be an Indian artifice, and its only effect
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was to ronse the men, and place every one on his gfiard.

m . e 1 -
The voice of entreaty was soon changed into the ]:ll_u_'_"l:'.l*;n.

!I[' ]J;-]]_‘il:l'illrl f!‘:|:]. E‘.!.*EI].l. :IEl-i Lne _n-::|!|'| ||§' -[:.,-[;|]|=_ [a:i-iuli.-;.;

announced 1],!c' ::i:,‘:':'--.'!:'i_' of ?:I-- SAvare toe, At ||-l_s-_>'.']1

three Indian canoes were seen through the mist of the

morning rapidly advancing, With the utmost coolness

the captain and his companions prepared to receive them.

rlll_ ]1 ety Ay 1 i1 . | 1
ne cnalrs, tables, and QLA 1NcNmobrances were thrown

= 1
|

mto the river, in order to clear the deck for action. Every

man took his position, and was ordered not to fire till the

savages had approached go near, that, (to use the words

lash from the guns might singe

lei. ( !:I]I!.'I-!'| IJ:]_!r."'.'!E..| - il.'_-4~ flas

their e-}'._--h;‘-.'-.a',-::" and a .ujsr-r"::ii. caution was given. that

the men should fire successively, so that there might be no

mterval. On the arrival of the ecanoes, thevy were found to

i 4 3 o 1o )
contaimn about twentyv-five or thirty !flli‘_;!l."- each. As 500N

1 - o
in the reach of musket-shot.

a8 they had .'!i:'.':';--:!-'i:u-:'_ Wit

a greneral fire was given from one of them. which wounded

m 1 1 1 e 1
Mr. Tucker through the hip so severely that his lee hune
o hung

1t just below his ribs.

r?]lf'-.' |,-‘- [i.-' f}--r'l:. .'|'|I.E .~';r!--i ‘\[I E.f:'
I'he three canoes ]n|;:1'- d themselves at the how. stern, and
on the E'I_'_"1!!I side of the boat, so that they had an oppor-

78

tunity of rakine in every direction.

v

r

‘]w |§1_-._- now coni-
menced from the boat, and had a powerful effect in check-

1

“the Indians. The '.';!}f1:|i11

mg the confidence an
|

after firing his own gun, took up that of one of the wounded
mern, ;';;iu-:[ it to :::_i* r}!--izlli-'i'. :|1.H.:! wWas ;|.':-:';11 HY] |'|f.~r3|:1."'_:'-._*
iT. \\]l'..'].- H | ].'-'IH came ::!u[ I'JIIE-.' away ‘.;|I_- |||:. he |_r...'||]\,'
turned round, seized a brand of fire from the kettle which

served for a caboose, and applying it to the pan, discharged
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the piece with effect. A very regular and constant fire
was now kept up on both sides. The captain was just in
the act of raising his gun a third time, when a bali passed
through his right arm, and for a moment disabled hin.
Scarcely had he recovered from the shock, and re-acquired
the use of his hand, which had been sudd nly drawn up
by the wound, when he observed the Indians in one of the
canoes illst about Lo }H'J;!l'il the boat iH 1ts Tlf_r‘.\'._ where the
horses were placed be longing to the party. So near had
they :‘L[alur:.s_n?wll, that some of them had actually seized
with their hands the side of the boat. Severely wounded
as he was, he caught up a pair of horsemen’s pistols and
rushed forward to repel the attempt at }Jrr:lt‘i.“ng. On his
approach the Indians fell back, and he discharged a pistol
with effect at the foremost man. After firing the second
pistol, he found himself without arms, and was compelled
to retreat; but stepping back on a pile of small wood which
had been prepared for burning in the kettle, the rlmurrht
struck him, that it might be made use of in repe lling the
foe, and he continued for some time to strike them with 1t
so foreil J]\ and ac Il‘.-:-[‘(.. that the Yy were unable to enter
the boat, and at length he wounded one of them so seve rely
that with a yell they sudde nly gave way. All the canoes
then discontinued 1]n; contest, and directed their course to
Captain Greathouse’s boat, which was in sicht. Here a
ﬂ!n]\rni" contrast was exhibited to the firmness and intre-
pidity which had been displayed. Instead of resisting the
:L[i‘:‘_t:li, the 1'1(.‘ul=11_‘ on board of this boat retired to the cabin
in dismay. The Indians entered it without opposition, and
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]

a lad of about fourteen years of age. The women thay
placed in the centre of their canoes, and mannine them

with fresh hands, again pursued Captain Hubbell an party,
A melancholy alternative now presented itself to these

brave but almost despondine men, either to fall a prev to
I ! 3

1

the savaces l]L'.'iII.*:r'[‘\!'.‘:. or 1o run f}lu' ]a].. e.f' _-;h-rcllllilj—': [}1{3

women, who had been ]"]-‘H.'r."! in the canoes in the 1’-"["' of
deriving protection from their presence. But ¢ self pre-
1
I

he first law of nature,” and the captain very

servation is t
justly remarked, there would not be much humanity in
preservine their lives at such a sacrifice. merely that they
might become victims of savage cruelty at some subsequent
Ir:'!';'.‘ l

There were now but four men left on board of Captain
Hubbell's boat, capable of defending it, and the captain
himself was severely wounded in two places. The second

altack, nowever, was resisted with almost 1« recqable orme-

1 ' T 1 T v ¥ . ~
ness and vioor. YYhienever ‘.]If‘ Indians 1|"|"':ll']. rise to nre,
their opponents would frequently give them the first shot,

which in almost every instance wonld prove fatal. Not-

withstanding the disparity of num

ers, and the exhausted
q_-nmliii-m of iin_' |1ln-l"'-!|IE|‘!‘:~' of ] ].nl.‘Ll_, il"w .T]il.%]:i!lr‘ at
lw.'|;;'|]'! :u["]"'il‘-""] Lo """"'E"";]' of success, and the Canoes suc-

r;F'-'.-i!"-'r.'la J'-":il‘l"] Lo |3|t' .*dll!!‘i'. -]Il--f as I]U- 1!;1,--'[_ one was
li‘-'l'."._]‘i-i!:'li;'. 5_.1:l§"f-'ifl Hubbell ealled to the i?l'“!tfl. who was

. 1 1.° . »
standing i the stern, and on his turnine r':::m.!__ fh_»'u_‘lléll'.'_"t:&

his ||i+-c-t- il ?:]liJ- "11\-}J|.']J i!l-n :-'!liH:{L-. ‘.'~_=-§L;|L il,II‘ a mnoments
Lo fadodhaiviai T R U P B Ve : -

opstructed the Vision, was 11-_'?'~_--._|j:.‘ttl'll,‘ ne was seen 1\'3;1:.: on

his back, and appeared to be severely, perhaps mortally

wounded

-
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Unfortunately the boat now drifted near to the shore,
where the Indians were collected, and a large eoncourse,
probably between four and five bundred, were seen rushing
down on the bank. Ray and Plascut, the only men re-
maining unhurt, were placed at the oars, and as the boat
was not more than twenty yards from the shore, it was
deemed prudent for all to lie down in as safe a position as
possible, and attempt to push forward with the utmost
practicable rapidity. While they continued in this situa-
tion, nine balls were shot into one oar, and ten into the
other, without wounding the rowers, who were hidden from
view, and protected by the side of the boat and the blankets
in its stern. During this dreadful exposure to the fire of
the savages, which continued about twenty minutes, Mr.
Kilpatrick observed a particular Indian, whom he thought
a favorable mark for his rifle, and, notwithstanding the
goléemn warning of Captain Hubbell, rose to shoot him,
he immediately received a ball in his mouth, which passed
out at the back part of his head, and was almost at the
same moment shot through the heart. He fell among tha
horses that about the same time were killed, and presented
to his afflicted daughters and fellow-travellers, who were
witnesses of the awful occurrence, a spectacle of horror
which we need not further attempt to describe.

The boat was now providentially and suddenly carried
out into the middle of the stream, and taken by the current
beyond the reach of the enemy’s balls. Our little band
reduced as they were in numbers, wounded, afflicted, and
almost exhausted by fatigue, were still unsubdued in spivit,

and being assembled in all their strength, men, women,
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4 32 HEROES OF THE WEST.

hearty cheers, calling to the Indians to come on again, 1f

they were fond of the sport.

Thus ended this awful conflict. in which out of nine
men, two only escaped unhurt. Tucker and Kilpatrick
were killed on the spof, Stoner was mortally wounded, and
died on his arrival at Limestone, and all the rest. excepting
Ray and Plascut were severely wounded. The women and
children were all uninjured, excepting a little sori of M.

ter the battle was over, came to the 4':1|1I:1]:|.

Plascut, who, a
and with great coolness requested him to take a ball out

of his head. On examination, it appeared that a bullet

‘.‘1"::151_'|'. had ]'l:l#'ﬂ--l i!a':'-'-:ll-_"l_! [1';4,' side of the ].|-=.'|T'. ]llli! pene-

trated the forehead of this little hero, and remained under

1 1 - .
ne vouth, observino
. L |

the skin. The captain took it out, and {

“that is not all,” raised his arm, and exhibited a piece of
bone at the point of his elbow, which had been shot off, and

hung only by the skin. His mother exclaimed, ¢ why did

ORE|
3

you not tell me of this? ¢ Beecause,” he r:n--'n“}' ?‘n'Jlﬁ.‘Hw!.
““the t':l}li.;t]!:' directed us to be silent lllJ,!'[!l_'_f the action. and
I thought you would be likely to make a noise if T told you."'

The boat 1:'!:5li=: the best of 1ts Wway '!l-a‘r'..lt the river, and
reached Limestone that night. From that time forth no

boat was assailed by Indians on the Ohio,
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CornsTALK, the commander of the Indians in the battle
of Point Pleasant, was !)“:i.‘ér.'«'ﬁf.'il of a noble heart as well

as a genius for war and negotiation. He was ever anxious

. to maintain an honorable pl:u_’(‘. with the whites and llw‘\' re-

turned his friendly inclination by putting him to death.
A Captain Arbuckle commanded the garrison of the fort,

erected at Point Pleasant, after the battle 1"t'rng]1l' ])_‘.’ Ge-

neral Lewis with the Indians at that ]'ll;lt"t', n Hf;lnlwr,

1774. In the succeeding year, when the revolutionary war

had commenced, the agents of Great Britain exerted them-

selves to excite the Indians to hostility against the United

(189)
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States. The mass of Shawanees entertained a strong ani-

But, two of their chiefa,

mosity against the Americans.
Cornstalk and Redhawk, not participating in that animosity
visited the garrison at the Point, where Arbuckle continued
to command. Cornstalk represented his unwillingness to
take a part in the war, on the British side: but stated,
that his nation, except himself and his [?."ll".'u,u_ were deter-
mined on war with us, and he supposed, that he and his
}n-c:]l]-.' ".‘-rr:||-l Fll‘c_‘f'lz"IEH.'”i'li Lo go with [i]l' stream. On this
jllliJu:[IillrJ. ."". I'|:1l:_‘1{|r_' I'L'*n*l‘.’l‘a'l Lo -'EI‘I::ilt the two i_'ili{‘!‘:-'.. .'Hlf.l
a third Shawanees, who came with them to the fort, as
hostages, under the expectation of preventing thereby any
hostile efforts of the nation. On the day before these un-
fortunate Indians fell victims to the fury of the garrison,
Elenipsico, the son of Cornstalk, repaired to Point Pleasant
for the purpose of visiting his father, and on the next day,
two men l-".'|-'.’l'.1'311_': to the .'_f;H‘['i_.ﬂ.v}l, whose names were
Hamilton and Gillmore, crossed the Kenhawa. iu[u,-]uf]ng
to hunt in the woods beyond it.—On their return from
llilllii‘lj_'l some ]hf]i:::h who ]J:!r! come to view ll;l* ]--=4f151111
at the Point, concealed themselves in the weeds near the
mouth of the Kenhawa, and killed Gillmore while endea-
voring to pass them. Colonel Stewart and Captain Ar-
]l]lr_']{l.l: were :-f_umiillg 011 i]ll_' l';'fall.“;.ill_‘! f.n.'lll?{ of 1§|rf J'i\'t_'t'; at
that time and were surprised that a gun had been fired so
near the l'wl'[. in violation of orders ‘.H']!il'?l had ]It,'-l'lj i*‘.w‘-'ll..'*.l
inhibiting such an act. Hamilton ran down the bank. and
eried out that Gillmore was killed. Captain Hall com
manded the company to which Gillmore belonged, His

men leaped into a canoe, and hastened to the relief of

=
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Hamilton. They broucht the body of Gillmore weltering
1n blood, and the head r‘f._'.'i'.]n.-!i. across the river. The canoe
had scarcely reached the shore, when Hall’s men eried out
¢ T,et us kill the Indians in the fort.™ {,':!f-i:zitz Hall III:ICL=|1
himself in front of his soldiers, and they ascended the
river’s bank, pale with rage, and carrying their loaded fire
locks in their hands. Colonel Stewart and Captain Arbuckle
exerted themselves in vain, to dissuade these men, exas-
11{‘1‘:[’;:”& to madness IJ:‘.' the rl].u.:('i:ll‘]l_:- of Gillmore’s corpse,
from the cruel deed which they contemplated. They coeked
their ouns, threatening those gentlemen with instant death,
if they did not desist, and rushed into the fort.

The interpreter’s wife, who had been a captive among
the Indians, and felt an affection for them, ran to their
cabin and informed them that Hall’s soldiers were advane-
ing with the intention of taking their lives, because they
believed that the Indians who killed Gillmore, had come
with Cornstalk’s son the preceding day. This the young
man ;~uh_'11|!||y denied, and averred that he knew IJIJ['];E!I:;
of them. His father, perceiving that Elenipsico was in
oreat agitation, encouraged him and advised him not to
fear. “ If the great Spirit,”’ said he, ‘“ has sent you here to
be killed, you ought to die like a man!” As the soldiers
approached the door, Cornstalk rose to meet them, and
received seven or eight balls which instantly terminated
his existence. His son was shot dead in the seat which he
occupied. The Red Hawk made an attempt to climb the
chimney, but fell by the fire of some of Hall's men. The

other Indian, says Colonel Stewart, ¢ was shamefully man-

gled, and T grieved to see him so long dying.”

Lo
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This atrocious deed so exasperated the Shawanees that

they immediately took up arms upon the side of the British,
expressing thelr resolution tospare no American who should

fall into their hands, and never to lay down arms while
there was the remotest chance of successful hostilitv. Many

a family in Vi

1a and _I(l‘]!llll‘.']f‘f had reason to lament

the slaughter of the noble Cornstalk and his son,




Ox the site of the present city of Chicago, a fort was
erected in 1803. Feeling secure under this protection,
several families built cabing and began to cultivate the
ground in the vicinity. The large and powerful tribe of

f Pottawatomies occupied the neighboring country. When
the war of 1812 hroke out, the fort at Chicago was gar-
risoned by about fifty men, under the command of Captain
Heald, and as it was so remote from the other American

(189)
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190 HEROES OF THE WEST.,
posts, Greneral Hull determined that it should be abandoned.

’Jj]lL.' Jl"rilll'\'u'i_

15 abridged from Brown’s HE»‘L-JJ'}' of Illinois.

1g account of the subsequent disastrous events

On the Tth of August, 1812, in the a

ternoon, Winne-
]

meg, or Catfish, a friendly Indian of the Pottawatomie

tribe, arrived at Chicaco, and brought dispatches from

General Hull, containg the first, and, at that time, the only

ligence of the declaration of war. General Hull's

+1 i | | a - - =
letter announced the ecapture of Mackinaw. and directed

inte
'::"'3_"Lili?_'l Heald * to evacuate the fort af Chicago, if prac-
ticable, and, in that event, to distribute all the United
:T;‘L:i['l'.“',: !'1""1“']":"\' f._'--_ll[ii;]it'lll i]l -'}!I' ['..~:-:.. :||Illl i!li,‘ Illiill_'-’l -"‘Ii..'ITl-S
factory or agency, among the Indians in the neichborhood
and repair to Fort Wayne.” W innimeg having delivered

1es to Captain Heald, and stated that he was

]Ii-.ﬁ -!E.n[ni.’t;
acquainted with the purport of the communication he had
brought, urged upon Captain Heald the policy of remain-
ing in the fort, being supplied, as they were, with ammu-

nition and provisions for a considerable time. In case,

- o T 1
however. Captain Heald thoucht proper to evacuate the
L ! A |

['rl'.l'-'l;', i¢ urged upon him the propriety ol |1f-:|1_-_|' B0 1mine-

diately, before the Pottawatomies (throueh whose country
they must pass, and who were as yet ignorant of the object
1ZJ|. |l‘1 I!l].‘x‘:]'.lf&] I."'.rllll..l [_’Hl]!--:[’- a foree .»1!i‘E-:r‘]|-J11_ o 1|Ir]lll.~u.}

them. This advice i.Ele.:’tl ,'_'i‘-'l.'ll 1n great carnestness, wasd
not sufficiently regarded by Captain Heald ;: who observed,

that he should evacuate the fort, hut having received orders

to distribute the public property among the Indians, he did
not feel justified in leaving it until he had collected the

I oltawatomles 1n 118 vicinit o 0L INA0Ee an |;-.xl',;1_:L|.-1u I.ll.‘:n-
o 7 F 8
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fribution among them. Winnemeg then suggested the ex-
pediency of marching out and leaving every thing standing ;
“while the Indians,” said he, ¢ are dividing the spoils, the
troops will be able to retreat without molestation.”” This
advice was also unheeded, and an order for evacuating the
fort was read next morning on parade. Captain Heald,
in issuing it, had neglected to consult his junior officers, as
it would have been natural for him to do in such an emer-
gency, and as he probably would have done had there no
been some coolness between him and Ensign Ronan.

The lieutenant and ensign, after the promulgation of
this order, waited on Captain Heald to learn his intentions ;
and being apprized ; for the first time, of the course he in-
tended to pursue, they remonstrated against it. Heald,
however, deemed it advisable to assemble the Indians and
distribute the public property among them, and ask of
them an escort thither, with the promise of a considerable
sum of money t0 be paid on their safe arrival; adding,
that he had perfect confidence in the friendly professions
of the Indians, from whom, as well as from the soldiers,
the capture of Mackinaw had studiously been concealed.
From this time forward, the junior officers stood aloof from
their commander, and, considering his project as little

a

short of madness, conversed as little upon the subject as
possible. Dissatisfaction, however, soon filled the camp ;
the soldiers began to murmur, and insubordination assumed
a threatening aspect.

The savages, in the mean time became more and more
troublesome ; entered the fort occasionally, in defiance of
the sentinels, and even made their way without ceremony

2
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"

1nto the quarters of its commanding officer. On one pe-
casion an Indian. taking up a rifle fired it in the parlor of
{':LI"‘."_l_i!.' Hl':l‘illi :-'f.ll'l_l-.".‘.t't'r-'lrI-III-I.‘.'iI-I.‘ i."'..":i I||E.w".‘l';l.ﬂjhf{'r:']r-lf
as the signal for an attack. The old chiefs at this time
passed back and forth among the assembled groups, appa-
1

. ._ 3 ;
rently :l_-_f.![;'.lu-rf . £L[Ill e squaws seemed much l".\'['.'[“lj. as

though some terrible r'.'L|:!:||5|'"1' Wwas |".J_-;n-1||].i||.-_-'. No further

manifestations, however. of ill-feeling were exhibited. and

i]..'i' nL'I'x' ‘in.'l."*il"f 'ﬁ'{i]!-ll!r !-Iu--'i«'].u"i. D0 .i!|!'.':l|1.:l-l!._'ll at ifli__-;

time wags Captain Heald, that he supposed he had w rought
a favorable impression upon the savages, and that the little
garrison could now march forth In safety.

The Indians from the adjacent villaces havine at length

-
- |

arrived, a council was hels

L.on the 12th of Aucust. Tt was
.'.'I'.-.'IJ-[-.-'I. ]I'I'l‘-". Ver, i-l:]lu' ]:_'\' ‘..'!Jl‘.:I:.II | [:_-:-,?.] (B} 4] lllll' part of
the military ; the other officers refused to attend. having
previously learned that a mmassacre was intended. This
tCt was communicated to Claptain Heald ; he insisted.
however, on their going, and they resolutely persisted in
their refusal. When Captain Heald left the fort, Til['}' I'e-

;~Z|JIJII.-r'. '.1!|'H"r| u'\'l']'J’u.-];-'--il I[ll' I;_"':'UII.'.IE

Ilnl to the bhloc
where the council was in session, and opening the port-
1.“1}{".‘-', ]e-'-;-JLll_wl [.].-vi]' Ciannon f]J i.‘h ':iiE'L'l'[i.":'.'. Tlili.\ i‘i]'l_'IIII:-
stance and their :,h,q_-;;a_;._-: it is .\'I.L_!iIn-FL'I]. saved the whites
from massacre.

Captain Heald informed the [ndians in couneil. that he

1
1ne

wp,_-:]f-_l next IE-‘# v I.]iril'if-llll' ”3-""'“.:: I?l-.'J:: .‘.'i] i_]u- ;_rr_n:u|.~: E]l 1

United otates l':lr.'l-lz"\'_. together with the ammunition and
a : e : ;

provisions with which the garrison was supplied ; and de-

sired of them an escort to Fort Wi yue, promising them a
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THE MASSACRE OF CHICA®O, 197

reward on their arrival thither, in addition to the presents
they were about to receive. The savages assented, with
professions of friendship, to all he proposed, and promised
all he required.

The council was no sooner dismissed, than several ob-
serving the tone of feeling which prevailed, and anticipat-
ing from it no good to the garrison, waited on Captain
Heald in order to open his eyes, if possible, to their con-
dition. The impolicy of furnishing the Indians with arms
and ammunition t6 be used against themselves, struck Cap-
tain Heald with so much force, that he resolved, without
consulting his officers, to destroy all not required for im-
mediate use.

On August 13th; the goods in the factory store were
distributed among the Indians, who had collected near the
fort; and in the evening the ammunition, and also the
liquor, belonging to the garrison, were carried, the former
into the sally-port and thrown into the well, and the latter
through the south gate, as silently as possible, to the river
bank, where the heads of the barrels were knocked in, and
their contents discharged into the stream. The Indians,
however, suspecting the game, approached as near as pos-
sible and witnessed the whole scene. The spare muskets
were broken up and thrown into the well, together with
bags of shot, flints, and gun-serews, and other things; all,
however, of but little value. |

On the 14th, the despondency of the garrison was for a
while dispelled by the arrival of Captain Wells and fiftcen
friendly Miamies. Having heard at Fort Wayne of the
error to evacuate Chicago, and knowing the hostile inten-
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tions of the Pott tawatomies, he hastened thither in order
to save, if p.uwf]-, the ]jl[]l' garrison from its doom,

Having, on his arrival, learned

that the ammunition had
been destroyed, and the pro

visions distributed among the
Indians, he saw there was no alternativye, Preparationg
were therefore made for marching on the MOrrow,
In the afternoon a second council was held with the
Indians, at which they expressed their resentment at the
destruction of the ammunition and lquor in the severest
terms, :\III‘-\'EE]JSE:H'-};?I”' the precautiong which had been
0?1.<l-|‘n-f‘ the Lnrumrlr in of the heads of the whisky-
faellu]*« ||.t|1 fu'l n e ard f3_1. ht' lntfnlu“-', and Th" 1Jic_-1 INexs
mor L”-’.'_'_f' I.'s,r-'rl_‘l[_, a8 some of them exXpressed i 1L,
grog.”  Murmurs and threats

and !]Himli_'_:'.

“like strong
were everywhere heard ;
apparently, “was wanting but an Opportunity
for some public manifestation of their resentme nt.
The morning of the 15t} dawned as usy: 45
With uncomimon -}ru ndor , and ]hilw Mi

of hrn'u.l'.-'w-ll

the sun roge
ichigan “ was a sheet
old.” f..uh in the day
ceived in the ‘Ur lerican camp from "_Iu}»Im_-v-u;pJu-t-, a chief
of the St. Jf;.ﬁ-J:h § band

il Hll'.‘-.'-'.'il'_{'t' Was re-

- inihl'miuj_f them that mischief
Wwas !l]'c-v.'ir;-" among the Pott Wawatomies, who had promised
them protection.

;'.'n.llulll' l'.'-‘ill..‘ I‘J:t_"]‘._”."lx',, I"l]w fiuf;}n h I* t]n' {'rlt'l 'ﬁ.'iih Ht:el‘ii.‘:[

musie, and in milit: ay array.  Captain W ells, at the head
of the )I.‘rl“'ur\ led the v an, his face ”:u:f;{'w"! after the

manner of the Indians. ’Hw garrison, with loaded arms,

followed, ang the w: agons with the ]u-rlrw: y the women and
children, the sjck and the lame, eloged fhc; rear. The Pot-
tawatomies, about fiye hundr3d in number, who had pro-
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THE MASSACRE OF CHICAGO. 201

mised to escort them in safety to Fort Wayne leaving &
little space, afterward followed. The party in advance
took the beach road. They had no sooner arrived at the
sand-hills which separate the prairie from the beach, about
o mile and a half from the fort, when the Pottawatomies,
nstead of continuing in rear of the Americans, left the
heach and took to the prairie; the sand-hills of course
intervened, and presented a barrier between the Pottawa-
tomies and the American and Miami line of march. This
divergence had scarcely been effected, when Captain Wells,
who, with the Miamies was considerably in advance, rode
back and exclaimed, ¢ They are about to attack us; form
instantly and charge upon them.” The word had scarcely
been uttered, before a volley of musketry from behind the
gand-hills was poured in upon them. The troops were
brought immediately into a line and charged upon the bank.
One man, a veteran of seventy, fell as they ascended. The
battle at once became general. The Miamies fled in the
outset ; their chief rode up to the Pottawatomies, charged
them with duplicity, and, brandishing his tomahawk, said,
¢he would be the first to head a party of Americans, and
return to punish them for their treachery.” He then turned
his horse and galloped off in pursuit of his companions, who
were then scouring across the prairie, and nothing was seen

or heard of them more.

The American troops behaved gallantly ; though few in
number, they sold their lives as dearly as possible. They
felt, however, as if their time had come, and sought to forget
all that was dear on earth.

While the battle was raging, the surgeon, Doctor Voorhes,
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who was *l.[[‘. wounded, and whose horge }

had Ls'pn shot
from under him, : [pa'r_l:u-hing Mrs.

Hdm the wif, f Liey-

tenant Helm, (who was in the action. participatine in ga]]
es,) observed. “ Dy You think.’
will take our lives ?

mortally. Py]‘h:’[mt

large veward.

1ts vicissitud " said he, ¢ thwv

I am qul:\’ wounded, but I think not

Ve can purchase safety by offering a
Do you think.” ¢ ontinued he, ¢ thepe is any
chance 7

“Doctor Voorhe '8, replied Mys, Helm, “Jet 45 not waste
f_f;i- fow moments i‘. .e JF ‘.cl re ‘JIElI' HJ rih or f fIIIIHIlI i

}]fiih':-. Our fate 18 Inevitable » We must soon

{hf_' Fl;,a]‘ of (_;!uI: !.:'[

HJJIJF‘.'”'

us make such Préparations as are yet
in our power,’’

“Oh,” said he.

!
‘I cannot die: T am unfit to die! [f ;:_
] 1
1 E]:ELT & Short

L)
time to prepare ! Death ! oh, how awful I’

At this moment. Ensign Ronan was fightine at 4 little i
distance with a tall and portly Indian - the former. mor- .
tally wounded, was neap]

¥ down, and s Il -<r”u'rui= Sperately
upon one knee, Mys. Helm. pointing he;

recting the attention of Doctor V
¢ Look,” said she, ¢
soldier.”

: rJ]:_'_u r, and |]:-
oorhes thithey. obseryed,

at that young man ; ‘he dies Jike a

“¥Yes,” said Doctop Voorhes, “bhut he has no terrors of
the future; he is an unbeliever,
A young savagce i:1|]1ie-rli:1['f-lj,-' raised his
strike Mrs. Helm. S8k

blow intended for her 1

tomahawk o

€ sprang instantly aside, and the

J|='J=! fe ” 1[|Jera }:H‘ H}:H-'Illrr.'l': .-'|1|t‘ }

liu-rvltpun seized him around his neck, and while exe rting -Il
all her efforts to 8¢t possession of  his ge calping-knife, was :

from his
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grasp. The latter bore her, struggling and resisting, to-
ward the lake. Notwithstanding, however, the rapidity
with ghich she was hurried along, she recognized, as she
passed, the remains of the unfortunate surgeon stretched
lifeless on the prairie. She was plunged immediately into
the water and held there, notwithstanding her resistance,
with a forcible hand. She shortly, however, perceived that
the intention of her captor was not to drown her, as he held
her in a position to keep her head above the water. Thus
reassured, she looked at him attentively, and, in spite of
his disguise, recognized the “ white man’s friend.” It was
Black Partridge.

When the firing had ceased, her preserver hore her from
the water and conducted her up the sand-bank. It wasa
beautiful day in August. The heat, however, of the sun
was oppressive; and, walking through the sand, exposed
to its burning rays, in her drenched condition—iveary, and
exhausted by efforts beyond her strength—anxious beyond
measure to learn the fate of her friends, and alarmed for
her own, her situation was one of agony.

The troops having fought with desperation till two-thirds
of their number were slain, the remainder twenty-seven in
all, borne down by an overwhelming force, and exhausted
by efforts hitherto unequalled, at length surrendered. They
stipulated, however, for their own safety and for the safety
of their remaining women and children. The wounded
prisoners, however, in the hurry of the moment, were un-
fortunately omitted, or rather not particularly mentioned
and were therefore regarded by the Indians as having been
excluded.

LY
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One of the soldiers’ wives. hs aving f'u-r[m ntly been told

<en by the India
tures worse than de: vth, had fir

. T 1 1
lution never to be taken: and when a

that prisoners tal 18 were subjected to tor.
om the first expressed g reso-

]1;|_1'[.‘,' 01 .=.'['\'.‘4.._'_’-'i
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fought with
desperation : of kind treatment and
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angled remains left on the field.
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him se verely.

he j__::tf!npe-ri across t} n the

reach,
Tec b, ]\|Hli|-f his

horse and wounding He was
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~ THE MASSACRE OF CHICAGO. 209

already from his horse, and were supporting him along,
when Pee-so-tum, a Pottawatomie Indian, drawing his
scalping-knife, stabbed him in the back, and thus inflicted
a mortal wound. After struggling for a moment he fell,
and breathed his last in the arms of his friends, a victim
for those he had sought to save—a sacrifice to his own rash
mtentions.

The battle having ended, and the prisoners being se-
cured, the latter were conducted to the Pottawatomie camp
near the fort. Here the wife of Wau-bee-nee-mah, an 1l-
linois chief, perceiving the exhausted condition of Mrs.
[elm, took a kettle, and dipping up some water from the
stream which flowed sluggishly by them, threw into 1t some
maple sugar, and, stirring it up with her hand, gave her
to drink. *It was,” says Mrs. Helm, ¢ the most delicious
draught I had ever taken, and her kindness of manner,
amid so much atrocity, touched my heart.” Her a ttention,
however, was soon directed to other objects. The fort,
after the troops had marched out, became a scene of plunder.
The cattle were shot down as they ran at large, and lay
dead, or were dying around her. It called up afresh a
remark of Ensign Ronan’s, made before; Such,’” said
he, “is to be our fate—to be shot down like brutes.™

The wounded prisoners, we have already remarked, were
not included in the stipulation made on the battle-field, as
the Indians understood . On reaching, therefore, the
Pottawatomie camp, a scene followed which beggars de-
seription. A wounded soldier, lying on the ground, was
violently assaulted by an old squay, infuriated by the loss
of friends or excited by the murderous scenes around her—

14
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IN August, 1786, Mr. Francis Downing, then a lad,
was living in a fort, where subsequently some iron works
were erected by Mr. Jacob Myers, which are now known

L by the name of Slate Creek works. About the 16th, a
! young man belonging to the fort, called upon Downing,

and requested his assistance in hunting for a horse which
had strayed away on the preceding evening. Downing
readily complied, and the two friends traversed the woods
in every direction, until at length, towards evening, they
found themselves in a wild valley, at a distance of six or
geven miles from the fort. Here Downing became alarmed
and repeatedly assured his elder companion, (whose name

(211)
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212 HEROES OF THE WEST.

was Yates,) that he heard sticks cracking behind them,
and was confident that Indians were dogging them. Yates,
being an experienced hunter, and from habit grown indif-
ferent to the dangers of the woods, diverted himself freely
at the expense of his young companion, often inquiring,

at what price he rated his scalp, and offering to ensure it

for sixpence. Downing, however, was not so easily satisfied.
He observed, that in whatever direction they turned, the
same ominous sounds continued to haunt them, and ag
Yates still treated his fears with the most perfect indiffe-
rence, he determined to take his measures upon his own
responsibility. Gradually slackening his pace, he permitted
}_ril.:l'i‘: LO :|-‘l'a'.'!|||_‘-- 3".'1'[‘“3.‘\' or l}lh‘i_\' .41*;::-'\ in f'l'l.-!ll of Iii?!'!:
and immediately after descending a gentle hill, he suddenly
sprung aside and hid himself in a thick cluster of whortle-
berry bushes. Yates, who at that time was performing
some woodland ditty to the full extent of his lungs, was
too much |||v:|~é='|1 with his oWwn voice, to attend either to
Downing or the Indians, and was quickly out of sicht,
Scarcely had he disappeared, when Downing, to his un-

speakable terror, beheld two savages put aside the stalks

of a canebrake, and looked out cautiously in the direction L

which Yates had taken. TFearful that they had seen him

1 trust to

gtep aside, he determined to fire upon them, an
his heels for safety, but so unsteady was his hand. that in
raising his gun to his shoulder. she vent off .before he had
taken aim. IHe lost no time in following her example, and Bt
after having run fifty yards, he met Yates, who. alarmed
at the report, was hastily retracing his steps. It was not

necessary to inquire what was the matter. The enemy
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THE TWO0 FRIENDS. 212
were in full view, pressing forward with great rapidiby, and
¢¢ Jevil take the hindmost,”” was the order of the day. Yates

1 not outstrip Downing, but ran by his side, although

‘0 so doing, he rvisked both of their lives. The Indians

were well acquainted with the country, and soon took a

woul

path that diverged from the one which the whites followed,

at one point and rejoined it at another, hearing the same

relation to it that the string does to the bow. 'The two

11:1-‘.}:.~e were at no point distant from each other more than

one LELLl:\L]'L"l ‘.':l‘:‘-1l:~p 80 that Y ates :1?.1111 1.3'1‘.\'11111'-_‘_‘ r'lmH !‘1L.~'~§]}’

Thev reached

see the enemy gaining rapidly upon them.
: £ - 2 . a | —_ 3 )

the point of re-union first. however, and "1:_11[‘]\.]‘. came to

¥ l VOT rl ]1-- w hi 9/ 14 oo poagayv Lo TeCT == T g no

a ll_kJ] :“‘15' vownien 1t Wiks Nece ..l't.. L0 recross, oI etrace

L Bl

theirsteps. Yates cleared it without difficulty, but Downing

3 1 1 g | - ey B g | P g
1)(”.:1"' mucil i_'."{|l:t|'i.“:l""'l|,. LU_']_': .L].:l'-ii.. falling Wit 1118 1.‘-1-‘,,‘:L.*~L

against the opposite brink. rebounded with violence, and
foll at full length on the bottom. The Indians crossed the
ditch a few yards below him, and, eager for the capture
of Yates, continued the pursuit, without appearing to notice
Downing. The latter who at first had given himself up
for lost, quickly recovered his strength, and began to walk
slowly along the ditch, fearine to leave it lest the enemy
should see him. As he advanced, however, the diteh be-
came more shallow, until at length 1t cea sed toprotect him
at all. Looking around cautiously, he saw one of the In-
dians returning apparently in quest of him. Unfortunately,
he had neglected to reload his gun, while in the ditch, and
as the Indian instantly advanced upon him, he had no re-
source but flicht. Throwing away his gun, which was now
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ridge which stretched hef. tore him, but the Indian gained
thi al ]lL lost all !m[w
a large poplar which had |
the roots, he ran .1l||1|~' the 1

1k||l][' LlJL‘ I t].:.'JTd fIJ]]n'.'.'-:'tT

upon him so 1'.'1";||]1‘r of escape. () u]m.'rr
at length to

been blown up by

II“]\-'fri the tree upon one side
1t ilfthl the other, doubtless eX-
pecting to intercept him at the root. It happened that
was sucking her cubs in a bed which she had
made at the root of the > tree, and as the Indian reached
that point, she i nstantly sprung upon him, and a prodigi-

The Indian yelled, and stabbed
:_l_"_ll,l‘n li"‘! <|“'1

of her most ('El']l‘ii]'l”_'_g “hugs ;”

large she bear

ous uproar took place,
with his knife, the bear saluted him. with one

—ivhile Dow n|||-r I.qu\] [
wishine her success, ran off lJ|1.m-||1 the ',-,‘,r..[\
Z to see the event of the ‘*'Ii!'“*i e. Downi n
I'.]JL' fort n safet AL and four 1d Y ates IL.]J”,,”[

1 1
chase, r::u'ln_: -'Illf._[;"

1‘|'IE||-JHB
Wwaitin, 1z reached
g after a hot
his pursuers, and gained the fort
On the next morning, t}
party and returned to the popla

LWo
. S
hours before.him.

lL"‘\' collee ted a
HI‘F’ Ihtl no traces ej

found.

i .:[[huu-ffi no

o
1

uf Lhe []ll[.l 1 OI' h"'l] WwWere to r“-
bably escaped with their lives
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Ix the year 1787, the following incident occurred m

Bourhon county Kentucky.
wild and savage appearance, suddenly arose

&)1 C
'\,- l '.+j

One morning, about sun rise,

ayoung man of
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8 220 HEROES OF THE WEST,

from a cluster of hushes in front of a eabin, and hailed the
house in a barbarous dialect, which seemed neither exactly
Indian nor English, but a collection of shreds and patches
from which the graces of hoth were q-:n"'-f'nll“-.'

excluded,
His sgkin had evidently once bheen white—although now

.

grievously tanned by constant exposure to the weather.
1 His dress in every respect was that of an Indian, as were
i his gestures, tones and equipments, and his age could not
be .«'Ll]':]:l_'.-'»e--"l to exceed twenty vears
but uncouthly, placed his hand upon his breast, gestured

: -vehemently, and seemed very earnestlv bent upon eommau-
i : : :

. He talked voluhl

1r
1V

nicating somethine. He was invited to enter the cabin, :
and the neighbors quickly collected around him. He ap-
peared involuntarily to shrink from contact with them—
his eyes rolled rapidly around with a distrustful expression
from one to the r|i|||-]'__ and his '\\'||!'J7u_' manner was that of

: a wild animal, just caught, and shrinking from the touch
£ i . = »
of 1ts captors.—As several present understood the Indian
= y 1 1 . ' ;
£ tongue, they at length eathered rlll‘1'r_l1|J!'-‘|'~'J.‘|I;_".'Il‘-"II!:i-fI;l.‘:“='=-'
1 , g2 as accurately as they could he translated, out of a language
Wi i . which seemed to be an  omnium gatherum” of all that was J
A 1 mongrel, uncouth and barbarous, He said that he had !
3 g E i +a 3 . ¥
£ been taken by the Indians, when a child, but ecould neither
i3 11 = F -
(L i, recollect his name. nor the country of his birth,—That he
e : had been adopted by an Indian warrior, who brought him
ekt | ‘. Hl} ‘.'.'ii.Fi ]Ji.‘i tll'iil'J‘ S018, ".'-"!E]I:JII-'-' ]|I:l|‘{i.'|'__" '!]Il' .«}---']:!:-'r'l dif= i‘
I B | ‘; S 1 - . i ] 5
TR ference between them, and that under his father's roof, he {
: had lived happily until within the last month. A few weeks -
. PPy .
A | before that tume, his 1£l|ri:-i', accompantied by himself and £
i 1l B | d. younger !ui‘-_-i.il:_-_-._ had hunted for some time Uupon the 1
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DESERTION OF A YOUNG WHITE MAN FROM INDIANS. 223

waters of the Miami, about forty miles from the spot where
Cincinnati now stands, and after all their meat, skins, &e.,
had been properly secured, the old man determined t9
gratify his children by taking them upon a war expedition
to Kentucky. They accordingly built a hark canoe, 1n
which they crossed the Ohio. near the mouth of Licking,
:mnl }:LL\'iH;" 'I:111"i£"|1 lt. 80 48 t0 Securc 1t from L]I.[__‘ :in.'liﬁh I=f
the sun, they advanced mto the country and encamped at
the distance of fifteen miles from the river. IHere their
father was alarmed by hearing an owl ¢ry in a peculiar
tone, which he declared boded death or t':'ll'{:.\'-ii“\' to them-
selves, if they continued their c~.'\'[n--‘ai'l":.nl-—:]twl announced
his intention of returning without delay to the river. Both
of his sons vehemently opposed this resolution, and at
length prevailed upon the old man to disregard the owl’s
warning, and conduct them, as he had promised, against
the frontiers of Kentucky. The party then composed
themselves to sleep, but were quickly awakened by the
father, who had again been warned in a dream that death

ildren

awaited them in Kentucky, and again besought his ch
to release him from his promise -and lose no time In re-
turning home. Again they prevailed mpon him to disre-
gard the warning, and persevere in the march. e con-
sented to grafify them, but declared he would not remain
5 moment longer in the camp which they now occupied,
and :[I.'Lf:r}'i:ilr:_flzp' ill*_':'_.' left 1t .Ill!‘.l-.t"“:i'n'i.\'., and 11'1:11‘('}H'L1 on
through the night, directing their course towards Bourhon
county. In the evening they approached a house, that
<hich he hailed and in which he was now speaking. Sud-

denly the desire of rejoining his people occupied his mind
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2924 HEROES OF THE WEST.

80 strongly as to exclude every other idea, and seizing the
first favorable opportunity, he had concealed himself in
the bushes, and neglected to reply to all the signals which
had been concerted for the purpose of collecting their party
when scattered. This account appeared so extraordinary,

and the young man’s appearance was so wild and suspieious,

=

that many of the neighbors suspected him of treachery, an
thought that he should be arrested as a spy. Others op-
posed this resolution and gave full credit to his narrative,
In order to satisfy themselves, hewever, they insisted upon
his immediately conducting them to the spot where the
cianoe Fiii'! been J.Illl‘iwi. To this the L‘,"-HlJJ:-_; man (J.‘th'-;.'[t"l
most vehemently, declaring that although he had deserted
his father and [Jt'i’_![EiL‘!', yeu he would not !.J*.'[L'n._\,' them,

These l‘l_'L.']iI'E.L'_'“' were too delicate to meet with much sym-

pathy from the rude borderers who surrounded him, and

he was given to understand that nothing short l_-l'uu_nufu-:-[iu;

them to the point of embarkation, would be accepted as an
1

evidence of his .-eim-u_-rj1_\'.-—\‘(&:1 obvious reluctance he at

length complied.” From twenty to thirty men were quickly

assembled, mounted upon good horses, and under the
guidance of the deserter, they moved rapidly towards the
mouth of Licking. On the road the Young man informed
them that he would first conduct them to the spot, where
they had encamped when the seream of the owl alarmed
his father, and where an iron kettle had been conecealed in
a hollow tree. He was probably induced to do this from
the hope of delaying the pursuit so long as to afford his
friends an Opportunity of crossing the river in safety. But
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if such was his intention, no measure could have been more
unfortunate.

The whites approached the encampment in deep silence,
and quickly perceived two Indians, an old man and a boy,
Se_‘:nut by the fire and busily engaged In cooking some
venison.—The deserter became much agitated at the sight
of them, and go earnestly implored his countrymen not to
kill them, that it was agreed to surround the encampment,
and endeavor to secure them as prisoners. This was ac-
cordingly attempted, but so desperate was the resistance
of the Indians, and so determined were their efforts to es-
cape, that the whites were compelled to fire upon them,
and the old man fell mortally wounded, while the boy, by
an incredible display of address and activity, was enabled
to escape. The deserter beheld his father fall, and throwing
himself from his horse, he ran up to the spot where the
old man lay bleeding, but still sensible, and falling upon
his body, hesought his forgiveness for being the unwilling
cause of his death, and wept bitterly. His father evidently
recognized him, and gave him his hand, but almost n-
stantly afterwards expired. The white men now called
upon him to conduct them at a gallop to the spot where
the canoe was buried, expecting to reach 1t before the In-
dian boy and intercept him. The deserter in vain implored
them to compassionate his feelings. He urged that he had
already sufliciently demonstrated the truth of his former
assertions, at the expense of his father’s life, and earnestly
entreated them to permit his younger brother to escape.
Nothing but
the blood of the young Indian would satisfy them, and the

15

His companions, however, were inexorable.
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226 HEROES OF THE WEST.
deserter was again compelled to a
guide.

Witkin two hours they reached the designated spot.

:
11 b | 1
The canoe was still there. and no track could be seen upon

¢t in the L'u].-:u'i[_‘.' of a

the sand, so that 1t was evident that their victim had not

yet arrived. Hastilv -|.5.<||||~i|'|ii!|._-'. they tied thejr horses

1

1 1 1 L
and concealed themselves wit] the

ithin .-J'u,-.L- rifle shot of
Cianoe. “?U‘ahj ten .';.i!|!1.i~." after f::l'i.l' .'|:'J'J_x:!! the I'l ii:.!-.

annoearad. 1 --..-‘| \L-.li"|".-‘ :|,'|"
L.l.llul_.l,LIL 11 .‘hll_zl_[._\ rel IO SWITT

Y towards them., He w nt

]

Sit'éll..'._"]l‘-.' to the Spot \'-]l"!‘t' if;-: canoe had 1H,'|'!'z -]"!':'.:t"‘ll_. ¢

was in the act of digging it up, when he received a dozen

balls r!.:rr'-u;_-_h his body. and leaping hich into the air fi

dead upon the sand. FHe was scalped and buried where
i

he fell, without having seen hig brother, and probably

‘i\'il].‘HH'_ ]I.".".'i-!."_;' Lﬁ?:'--'-\.'r.-' the EJ‘u':u,'Ju-_!'\' 'f.-‘- \'.;":-i'r'|J he and his

f&LrEL-'l' E-.':r!} lost ;!Jf,'il' 1. £3. Jl.Jll -ll_'.'ﬂ_'l'il'!' 1'1":1.‘!{!1-'-1 ]-:i'. &

short time in Bourbon, and never regained hig tranguillity

of mind. He gho tly after

erwards ||f'i.':['Ji-._'.'ll‘q'-I'_. .llll-' W .:;-'E='|:-l‘

toseek hisrelations in Irginia or Pennsylvania. or whether

disgusted by the ferocity of the

*

1\ |IEEL'.‘:.‘ JIIII ]'l'f-_l;l'?:e.'-'l Lo [!_-I_‘.
Tndians, has neve; Jet been known. He was nevor heaxd
of afterwards;
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Worgan's Iriymph.

Ix 1779. a Mr. Morgan, of Ricket’'s Fort, West Vir-
ginia, was surprised in the woods by two ladians, whe
immediately gave chase. Being old and somewhat infirm,
he faltered in the race, and was obliged to take refuge
behind a tree; the Indians did the same, but one of them
_exposing his body, was shot by Morgan, and, after falling,
stabbed himself. ?\lm';::m :1\;—’:!111 Huwl; but his HIH'\'i\"mg
antagonist gained rapidly upon hmm, and at length raised
his gun to fire. Morgan adroitly stepped aside, and the
ball passed him, Then each rushed to closer combat.

(229)
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Morgan, while striking with his gun, received the Indian’s ]
tomahawk, which cut off a inger, and knocked the gun

- 1 * L
from his grasp. Being an expert wrestler, he closed, and ,

threw his antagonist; but he wasg speedily overturned

when the Indian, uttering the customa

'y yell of triumph,
began feeling for his knife. Tts hilt was entancled in

| ik
Woman’s apron, which the savage had tied

round his

waist; and this apparent trivial cirecumstance save

d the
prostrate hunter, During the search. Morgan h;
his antagonist’s fingers with his
he used

1d geized

teeth, a position in which
all ]r-_-|_-u]|]|'ulg: exertions Lo T\'i"r'-]l them. Me:

inwhile
he assisted in the search {

or the knife. The [ndian at
length seized it, but so far towards the blade, that Mor-

gan caught hold of the upper portion of the handle, and

118 adversary's hand inflicting

drew it through 1} : a deep
wound. Both sprang erect, M

organ still holding on to
the Indian’s fingers, and having his body within his orasn.
He had IEH_'l‘[_'E"w}‘L". all the

advantage, and while his foe was
struggling to disengage himself, he
the hilt in his iJI..ll.t:','. The d
fort in triumph.

plunged the knife to

aring huater returned to the
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COLONEL ZEBULON BUTLER.

< : S =
| Wassacre of Wnoming. b
f Tae following account of the battle and massacre 18 pi {
<' taken from an interesting history of Wyoming, written by :'
_ll Isaac Chapman, Esq., late of Wilkesbarre. Judge Chap- i
'; man lived upon the spot, and conld hardly fail to have i
‘\_ collected ample materials, and to give a correct narrative l‘ {
of. the events which transpired there during the Revolu- !‘
tionary war. The inhabitants had collected in Forty :

Fort—the principal fort in the valley. The number of i
men was three hundred and sixty-ei cht. :

(283)
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Y On the morning of the 3d of July, 1778. the officers
1 ' ‘ ?

H i,!

£ 5 [ 1

of the garrison of Forty Fort held a eouncil to determine 'ﬂ
§ -. g o 5 e i~ S e 1 e ol 1 4§ =5

on the |J1'-*E'! 120V Ol ]|J;|11'i=.|!|_-_-‘ from the 1ort, and :|_L::r!‘.-\_‘||_'_f 1
W Bl the enemy wherever found.  The debates in this couneil

O {5 OL war are said to have been conducted with much warmth
Al 4 ¥
% & and animation. The ultimate determination was one on
i Hepeisy ) 1 1 s W eiry i | e | vy ¥ vl ¥
! wWhich 'l-'IlJL'_'.i‘u'.-'l 'L!EI,‘ 1:'.-_-~ of the saIT1Son and satetv of

the settlement. On one side it was contended that their

enemies were daily inere asing in numbers ; that theywould
plunder the settlement of all kinds of property, and would

= R —

et

gocnmalate tha vaa; f carrvine on the war whila 1.
decumuiate the LIEANS 01 ¢canr Vine on the war, while tiey

1 1 1
vecome weaker : ?]II!‘. the !_I-'!i"\':'_‘-'l' Would

. 1 T 4 3
BEOGN ] i':-jl"- :i.'J:T '-'a""LI'l be '_"i;:.li"l'f"-i 0r I]".'\‘.]""\'l‘:l DY taelr
, £ . f

enemies, and all their means of sustenanee durine the i
Bucceeding winter would fail : that 1-|'<,|1:.--."-i‘\' all their

o 1ESSENgErs were killed, and as there had been more than
suflicient time, and no gss 1stance arrived, they would pro-
]-;.-!||.\.' receive none,:and consequently now was the proper ,
time to make an attaclk,

On the other side if was argued, that probably some or
all the Il.iI_'.‘-ﬁ-*'_‘_-‘.'\'_;‘l'l'.*' may have arrived i f:q-.'lll—l,-lir':‘-'ll'|‘.~',

! but that the al

NE e e .
sence '--'[ 1"”' ('l-i||]||;i:}-‘[|'|'-;|E-~I‘|"'_|i:'|r may ].I-(|.l-4.'-
produced delay; that one or tweo weeks more may bring

S e D T ik e .
the desired assistance, and that to attack the enemvy. su-

perior as they were in number, out of the limits of their

I Ll

own fort, would preduce almost certain destruction to the
gettlements and themselyes, and captivity, and slavery,

- S -
M IS L1k Fat Ty Hemey 'l § T3 Bt e
J'_II_'}I...’]I.'.-\ torture, to then Wilves

d children.

While these debates were J"I‘-'-'_-_]'-.'r'.«iI._',."1 five men I'rL'JI'“_'L-E"

I.ftL'._" LO "l‘rv:j."l]_'jilil_'_".. l_fll,i \'.11-‘? Ut ahgl;_ ,-Em._: ]“.]iﬂ [_'.'_|]“|l-li_-._::j.'|-l_|:}'
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L MASSACRE OF WYOMING. 23
s\ the continental army, arrived at the fort; they nad
received information that a force from® Niagara had
ﬁ marched to destroy the settlements on the Susquehanna,
and being unable to bring with them any reinforcement,
they resigned their ap pointments, and hastened immedi-
ately to the protection of their families. They had heard
nothing of the messengers, neither could they give any
certain information as to the probability of relief.

The prospect of recelving assistance became now ex
tremely uncertain. The advocates for the attack prevailed
511 the council. and at dawn of day, on the morning of

3d of July, the garrison left the fort, and began their

*mun-h up the river, ander the command of Colonel Zebulon
Butler. Having proceeded about two miles, the troops
halted for the purpose of detaching a reconnoitering party,
to ascertain the situation of the enemy.

r The scout found the enemy in possession of ' Fort Win-

termoot, and occupying huts immediately around it, carous-

ing in .summsc_-tl gecurity ; hut on their return to the ad-

==
ps

vancing column, they met two strolling Indians, by whom

they were fired upon, and upon whom they immediately

returned the fire without effect. The settlers hastened
t their march for the attack, but the Indians had given the
alarm, and the advancing troops found the enemy already
formed in order of battle a small distance from their fort,
with their right flank covered by a swamp, and their left
resting upon the bank of a river. The settlers immedi-
ately digplayed their column and formed in corresponding
order, but as the enemy was much superior in numbers,
their line was much more extensive. Pine woods and

- L e el e . J A o - 1
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bushes covered the batt -oround, in conseyuence of

'~!':'j'ij:-§_‘||--| ‘I-..! 1 1 bl
ht, and was opposed
utier at the head of the British troops on

the left, Colonel Nathan Denison

MNEanaed
3 1 1

A P b e n A | T i 1
F' el Dy l ab the head of his Indians on
LHE DAL COomImenced

and conFinned alans L0 i s "
allll continued about niteen minutes

Ite settler s line, and with a terriple war-

".'-.'il-n'-il and say are _\i-]!_ made a d sperate L'||:='!'-_'|- upon tl &

troops comnposin ]
] L OsIn Ldst, ana

were :ill‘.:;--:;:-.-': ]

I' {.||||
!II'I [].-'!:5..:! |:::'~'Z'-_;_-' :|-'|-.-;-";;;.!_‘.;.-|'[ ';!g;i‘ Lig Savares were
gaining the rear of the left, eave orders for that wine fo

Jat back. At the same time. Colonel Jol

m Butler, find-

. 3 o 1s
r 1 at thn Iy " i vt . 4 S wr§ [ 1
1IN thal ||:- LINE-05 8¢ \.|-'I:~ (1 ot :'.\-.!'llll S50 I4r towards

i

the river as his own. doubled that end of his line which
1-

was protected by a thick erowth of brushwood, and hav-

Ing brought a party of his British reculars to act in

column upon that wing, threw Colonel Zebulon Butler's

into some confusion. The orders of Colonel Denison for

his troops to fall back, having been understood by manvy

10 mean a retreat, the troons. becan to retire 5 h di
Lo 1 na retreat, the 11 Wps.- peran to recire 1 much ois-
| 1

g ™ o . :
Or'cier. _l_!!l' BAVALTEs considered this

a ilight, and com-

mencing a most hideous vell, rushed forward with their

S e ] btz & clie " .
!l”i_n: and tomahawks, and cut the retirmme line to pieces,

In this situation it was found impossible to rally and

e 1 ] . 1
P IIrO0ONS -'"'”!-'. 1101 be 80 aqumckly
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MASSACRE OF WYOMING. 939

form the troops, and the rout became general throughout
the line.

The settlers fled in every direction, and were instantly
f“.il ]'a_'_\’ the savaoes, Who killed or took !H'E.MH'.‘-']'* uim-
gvelr came '\\'}l].lill ‘L}Jl.'::l' E"'i’-"]l. Some T‘=|l|'|'l'|'|ll'|t ill ]'I'-‘i.L'E!EH_'._"'
the river, and escaped by swimming across; others fled
to the mountaing, and the savages, too much I_Jt:t.'l.tirif_'l-l
with plunder, gave up the pursuit.

When the first intellicence was received in the \'H:.‘:.;fr_-
of Wilkesharre that the battle was ] the women fled
with their children to the mountains on their Wiy to f1£.'l_‘
seftlements on the Delaware, where many of them at length
arrived after .%iti‘i':._-l']lllg' exireme 1"1k‘|- M::.:JI‘-' of the
men who uw'f.':'.;:r‘nl Elts-.' battle, i-':'__"='1]||_'l' with {E.-:-El‘ Women
and r'].'.g_lll.i‘n.-l'a. ‘.‘,]11,: were unable to travel on foot, took re-
fuge in Wyoming fort, and on the following day (July 4th,)
Butler and Brant, at the head of their combined forees.
appeared before the fort, and demanded its surrender.
The garrison being without any efficient means of de-
fence, surrendered the fort on articles of L‘:l]iiit[i:li[“]l. }I}'
which the settlers, upon l-_f'i\'in_-_; up their fortifications, pri-
HONEYS, and [ll”lllii':'.‘,' stores, were to remain in the country
unmolested, provided they did not again take up arms.

In this battle about three hundred of the settlers were
killed or missing, from a great part of whom no intel-
lizence was ever afterward reeeived.

The conditions of the capitulation were entirely disre-
garded by the British and savage forces, and after the
fort was delivered up, all kinds of barbarities were COT -

mitted by them. The village of Wilkesharre, eonsisting
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of twentv-three honses. was burnt : men and their wives

were separated from each ot her, and carried into captivity :
Y Was ]ul‘.z:-.-ll':':w}., and the gettlement laid

their propert

1 s ] v 1 >l * 3 oy d any oy
waste. | ne. remainder of the mhabitants were darl

valley, and comp lled to proci ed on foot sixty

hrough the great swamp, almost without food or

A number lll'l‘i--]l-"l in the j'.’lll‘l:f'_'-.'. .[Il'-!.‘|<.'i| ::5|_\'

. R B [ For i g e 1 $
wWomen :i:‘.--l chilcren ; some_ died 0T thelr woundas; O0tners

wandered from the pa food, and were lost,

and those who survived called the wilderness through

1 1 i e
hich they had passed, ¢“the shades of death!”” a name

; wh
which it has since retained.
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eroic Women of the West.

Tae fi |HHW[H_L£ incidents are taken froma letter addressed

T Do

by Captain Nathaniel Hart, of Woodford county, Kentucky,

g to (Governor Morehead :
Drar Sir.—Connected with your address delivered at
: the celebration of the first settlement of Kentucky, at
Booneshorough, the circumstances attending the escape
| and defence of Mrs. Woods, about the year 1784-5, near
\! the Crab Orc¢hard, in Lincoln county, may not be without

iﬁ-’u (243)
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244 HEROES OF THE WEST.

I have a distinet recollection of them. Mr. Woods,

1

her husband, was absent from home, and early in the

morning, being a short distance from her cabin, she dis-
L".,-’-'E_'l‘{".l .4-.'-'-,'-_']';,'1 I!l'].i:l!].‘-'- ;Ll1l\. :I?Jl:f||;{ T'I‘L'\'Cl.l"'.'l.."'- i_[. ?‘”.ll‘ 1'1'.‘||._'?:|__-ui
it before all but one, who was so far ahead of the others,

that before she could close and fasten the |]u-|1_‘., he entered.

Instantly he was seized by a lame negro man of the family,
and after a short scuflle, they both fell—the negro under-
neath. But he held the Indian so fast, that he was unable
to use either his scalping knife or tomahawk, when he called
upon nis young misiress to tike the axe from under the

bed, and dispatch him by a blow upon the head. She im-

mediately :Lf.':l’!I!_II[-'"l it : but the first attempt was a failure

She !'l_'ll':_'Il:_'_'I! the blow and killed him. The other Indians
were at the door endeavoring to force it open with their
tomahawks. The negro roge, and proposed to Mrs. Woods
to let in another, and they would soon dispose of the whole
of them in the same way. The cabin was but a short
distance from a station, the occupants of which, having
l,.lir'-i_‘{'l‘.'l,'l'("l i]ll.' I'H'l'”'HH .'--Eilliziil-Ii Isi‘ []IL' f?H!JEl}', {.I!‘L_'l] (0] 8] Elll.‘-
Indians, and killed another, when the remainder made their
escape.

This incident is not more extaordinary than one that

:El:a]z[n}]mn{J in the fall or winter of 1781-2. to some families

belonging to our own fort at the White Oak Spring., My
father settled this for in 1779, It was situated about a
mile above Booneshorouch and in the same bottom of the
river. It was composed principally of families from York
county, Pennsylvania—orderly, respectable people, and

the men good soldiers. But they were unaccustomed to
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AEROIC WOMEN OF THE WEST. 247
Indian warfare, and the consequence Was, that of some
ten or twelve men, all were killed but two or three. During
this period, Peter Duree, the elder, the principal man of
the connection, defermined to settle a new fort between
Fstill's station and the mouth of Muddy Creek, directly

1 | 11 Il - -
on the trace between the { herokee and Shawanese towns.

“:‘.".'i:}j_' 'l-l H T f,‘:L:_r'i[,-. l!iﬁ .'-i‘illl--'.'.]-]HL‘.\} -I-.-1.:ll “IEH'JLJ:L :1!'111
his i';ltzl]]:-.'. and his son Peter Duree, his wife and two
children. removed to it, taking a pair of hand mill stones
with them. They remained for two or three days shut up
th their eabin, but their corn meal being exhausted, they
were compelled to venture out to cut a hollow tree in order
to il'ili'.'l“"*! thelr ].1:|'.1 ! l.l_";'“;'i. rl‘-lll'_\' Wwere L:l'.:ﬁ-'lu-'l 1._\' J.l!']i'_'llih—-
j e ]"llz!.e"zt:;_" a short distance, fell. Duree reached
the cabin, and threw himself upon the hed. Mrs. Bullock
ran to the door to ascertain i‘i:!_' fate of 1[-\'1' ]Lll.*}'il.la'l—*]'t_'-
ceived a riu-‘] n the breast, and fell across it!n‘ door s1ll.
Mrs. Duree. not knowing whether her hushand had been

shot or had fainted, caucht her by the feet, pulled her

shto the house and barred the door. She erasped a rifle
and told her hushand, she would ]'|l'].'|= lnm to l|.|_'_'lll". He
replied that he had been wounded and was dying. She
then presented the gun through several port holes in quick
succession—then calmly sat by her husband and closed
his eyes in death. You would conclude that the scene
ouzht to end here—but after waiting several hours, and
seeine nothing move of the Indians, she sallied out in des-
pefation to make her way to the White Oak Spring, with

hu]' lTli‘:illl'. -Ilt llF"‘.' arms, :1*.‘.-1 a4 BOI1L, i.h'-.'-:_'»:' or fl;‘-t‘tt‘ Vears of

v frellawino har Fravi-1 nitrsite £l LI A0 1
26, rollo Wing ner. Afrald 1o pursue tiue trace, slie U“L'...'J"-.'Ll
il b el R O R A A I b e it A SR St o i




248 HEROES OF THE WEST.

the woods. and after running till she was nearly exhausted

she eame at length to the trace. She determined to follow
it at all hazards, and ha ving advanced a few miles turther,
she met the elder Mr. Duree, with his wife. and youngestson,
with their baggace, on their way to the new station. The
melancholy tidings induced them, of course, to return.

They

them. and regained the White Qak wpring fort hefore day-

led their horses into an adjoining canchrake. unloaded

light.
It is impossible at this day to make a just impression of

»

the sufferings of the pioneers ahout the period spoken of.

The White Oak Spring fort in 1782, with perhaps one

wundred souls in it, was reduced in August to three fichting
e

white men—and I can say with truth, that for two or three

\‘.!'|'-!-..-'! EI!“,‘ ]|:"'.|!{']‘.-_- fh;l-‘_'zi|‘\' never llllt_‘l-l':1|||‘l-] T‘r:-:-]tl.ﬁl']\'-i_':'- Lo

sleep, nor were all of them, within the time, at their meals

T

together, nor was any household business attempted. Food
was prepared, and placed where those who chose could
eat. It was the period when Bryant’s station was besieged
and for ].'i-'l'll_'w' '1.'1'\'.1% ]II,'IELI.J['I' .'!I|r1 1'1'11:.|_-1' :]:;11_ ,‘-f[')"--'T“f:' event, wo
were in constant l;-_\;;:-.,‘f._'L:'.Iiuu of |:t'ffl_l,{ made Ill'in‘-..ll:ul'*.
- We made application to Colonel Logan for a guard, and !
f.ll'rr.'li,]u'!] DIle, ]Illi- not until 1||I_' r'[.'ln_;-'l']' wias IIII_':l.4IIE':I]Il:.’
over. It then consisted of two men only. Colonel Logan

did everything in his power, as county lientenant. to sus-

tain the different forts—hut it was not a very easv matter
to order a married man from a fort where his tamily was
to defend some other—when his own was in imminent
; danger.
) } e et Gt v mother i Ferr 17R92 an'@
i WEeLTl With m._. AHOLaer 1n -.:.L]lmu‘_,. LCer, T J_._"D-‘-IJ 3 .




HEROIC WOMEN OF THE WEST. 49

gtation, to prove my father’s will. He had fallen in the
preceding July. Twenty armed men were of the party.

Tyenty-three widows were in attendance upon the court,
to obtain letters of administration on the estates of their
husbands. who had been killed during the past year. My

mother went to Colonel Liogan’s, who received and treated

her like a sister.
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INDIAN STRATAGEM FOILED. 263

They are not remarkable for their activity as hunters, and
this no doubt is owing to the ease with which they can
procure both game and fish.

In their* pursuit of deer, they sometimes drive them
sto the small lakes, and then spear them from their ca-
noes ; or shoot them with the bow and arrow, after having
dviven them into inclosures constructed for the purpose.
Qnares made of deer sinews, too, are frequently used for
catehing large and small game: and as these occupations
are not beyond the strength of the old men and boys.
they take a share in these toils, which among most of the
tribes-are left exclusively to the squaws.

In person the Chippewas are not remarkable ; they are
generally robust, their complexion swarthy, their features
broad, and their hair straight and black, which is the case
*1 most of the Indian tribes. But they have not that
piercing eye, which so generally animates the Indian
countenance.

The aspect of the women is more agreeable than that
of the men; they wear their hair of a great length, and
pay much attention to its arrangement, oreasing it with
considerable taste.

They appear to be more attentive to the comforts of
dress, and less anxious about its exterior than of their red
brethren. Deer and fawn skins, dressed with the hair
on, so skilfully that they are perfectly supple, compose
their shirt or coat, which is girt round the waist with a
belt, and reaches half way down the thigh. Their moe-
casins and legging are generally sewn together, and the
latter meet the helt to which they ave fastened. A ruff

i ki el L e p A i il e e S P TR e s i A 18
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or tippet surrounds the neck, and the skin of the deer's

]II';!-.l "h :'n-_'_i:_n'=| iE.I' | i |'Ill_'i-.~:l.~ SO .-|' :"I_l!,

1
\ robe of several deer skins sewn together is thrown
¢ 1 1 1 :
over the whole; this dress is sometimes worn single, but
m winter 1t 18 always made double, the hair forminge both
i 7 1
the linine and the outside
r ] 1 * .
[hn Ired, a ppewa will lay himself down on the
i |
B \ | NS |'| (| l' | 1| = ¥ :'||| 1 o
OIS ||=I I: ol 111 '| | (s,
1
he sh | v to cut a
]_:n'. lﬂlfll.“f '| L 1 1
1 3 1 1 1
i 0or-.{ 88, wnichh ne bro OVel ||.-\ 11TLLT
i .
with as ch skill as a French cook
A 1 1 b [
A e time of the French and Indian wars, the Ame-
1 ] 1
was encamped on the Plan I Chippewa
1 1 .
Clair, the commander, was a brave and merito-
1
rions. othe bt n Tavery sometin 1monnted to 1=
T h 1 b F
Ness, anda S CNnemis nayve a 1 L N1m 0OI InNdiscreéilon
T 1 1 1 *
11 e 7 ent 1 11 : AN mav | e merited {
i .
¥ : 1 1 1 1 -I ] 11
accu L1 . L0 the plalin on 4y e had encan FECL Wils
1 1 } =]im 1 1 1°
poraered by &l r01 o IYalcn tne inoaman sScouts
1 1 i 1 . i
could easily pick off his sentinels without in tl 18t
1
exp me tilemselves to dangcer
" .
| @ 11 ts had ] ed, and every nicht thi ntinel,
who stood at a lonely eut-post in the vieinity of the forest,
a I v )
. 3 1 1 ] -
]|:-_:; peen snot . and these repeatedl -!I~.‘|.~:-. I'S (SIiruck such

'.Ill'!'.'lll among -‘.ll!- 301 ;EI-!':i. i::;|r o nie ‘.'-H:i"l

come E}-|;"-.\':||'|l Lo off ! POST, .'Eil! e coll-
mander, knowing it was only throwing men’s lives away,
let it stand for a few nights unoccupied.
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At leneth. a rifleman of the Virginian corps, volunteared

% b o . 1 | Ry o e
IJ‘i:i Services. ior this aanggerous duty : he !:lf‘.l'_'ll'-"[ at Lhe

fears of his e |2:||-:|r'_‘!-':.- . and told them he meant fo re-
turn safe and drink his commander’s health in the morn-
ine. The euard marched up soon after, and he sl

i:i.:‘ '!']f‘i-_- :L:.'z H He .'1|L al the ]'I 1

go fatal to his comrades, and biddine his fello

was dark. thick clouds overspread the firmament

hardly a star could

his lonely walk. All was silent except the |

. 1 1 1 1 1
intently towards the spot whence the sound seemed to
1 1 1 | R 1 i 1.1
}n'n.-(-.-.]_ but he |'-|:|]-| gee nothinge save tne 1mpenectrable
v 0" 1 . m 1 1
oloom o1 the torest. I'he sound oI'eéW nearer, and a well-

", L - . e . . y
'Unt 1niformed him of the a proach 01 & bhear.
The :l‘;,im:'] }::Ir-.*-‘.'ii_ the —I-?':EI_ r slowly, and then 'lll::-'.'L]'a'
soucht the thicket to the left. At this moment the moon

1 1 . 1 1

:—lIiI]]L' out ]rl"il'_'lﬁ 17!5'“13.'_,'_:': the ]-::-_'i'.':'_" clouds, ana i]lt' ‘.'~:'.:'.'§.‘
soldier perceived the ornament d mocecasin of a savace on
what an instant before he believed to be a bear! He
could have shot him in a moment, but he knew not how
many other animals might be at hand; he therefore re-
frained, and having perfect knowledge cf Indian subtilty,
he quickly took off his hat and coat, hung them on a
branch of a fallen tree, grasped his rifle, and silently

17
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TNDIAY STRATAGEM FOILED. 261

geen and heard, the Clolonel bestowed on him the commis-
sion of lieutenant of the Virginia corps, whiech had been

made vacant by the death of one of his comrades a few

nichts back, and ordered him to be ready with a picket
guard, to T.L|.'L!‘I.‘1!l an hour earlier I'i!;:l[a usual to [’hu -:L':'."L'.'E
out-post, there to ]I].'t(_'l_' a hat and coat on the PI!‘;]II.I__'LI-.‘»T and

then lie in ambush for the intruders.

1
i
0y

The following evening, according to the orders given
Colonel St. Clair, a detachment of forty riflemen, with
Lieutenant Morean at their head, marched from the camp
at half past seven In the evening towards the appointed

spot, and having arranced the hat and coat so as to have

the appearance of a soldier standing on ¢ 'I:'.l}'fl. they rr"l"]t_'

silently away and hid themselves among the bushes.

v

approaching [ndians were heard. The night was cold

and still. and the risine moon shone forth in all her beauty.
The men were becoming impatient of their nncomfortable
situation, for their clothes were not so well adapted to a
bad of snow as the deer-skin robes of the hardy Chippewas.

<t Silence !’ whispered Lieutenant Morgan—-* [ hear the
rustling of the leaves.”

Presently a bear of the same description as had been
seen the night before, passed near the ambush ; it crept
to the edge of the plain—reconnoitred—saw the sentinel
at his prmi'—:'uLirq_-ll towards the forest a few paces, and
then, suddenly rising on his feet, let fly an arrow which
broucht the sham sentinel to the ground. S0 1mpatient
were the Virginians to avenge the death of their comrades

that they could scarcely wait till the lieutenant gave the

o T a o .
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262 HEROES OF THE WEET,

word of command to fire—then they rose in a body, and
before the Chippewas had time to draw their arrows or
seize their tomahawks, more than half their number lay

dead upon the i’]-‘l?”- The rest fled to the forest, but

riflemen fired again, and killed or wounded several more
m

their exploits in the camp.

ey then returned 1in f_l'l".1|l|1|31 to relate

Ten chiefs fell that night, ard their fall was, undoubtedly,
one principal cause of the French and Indian wars with the
English.

Lieutenant Morgan rose to be a captain, and at the ter-
mination of the war returned home, and hived on his own

farm till the breaking out of the American war. And

then, at the head of a corps of Virginia rifleman, appeared
! 8 # L

our hero, the brave and gallant Colonel Morean, better
known by the title of general, which he soon acquired by

his courage and ability.

Gt
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Anona the first tribes of the Great Oregon Territory,
which established friendly intercourse with the United
Hf:!ll"'\!!‘llli.l']‘“'-. were 'LE'."“‘::H]]:L*. The boast ufllllvﬂ't' I‘m“rﬂ.:ﬁ
was a chief named Blackbird, who was a steadfast friend
of the white men and the terror of the !'."-':I.'_:Ii':l!l‘.il'l]L_'I hostile

tribes. Such were his skill, courage, and suceess in war,

that friends and foes recarded him as enchanted. e de-
lichted in trials of strength or agility, in whick he always
came l'-ﬁl \'ic'('-.n‘]nllr'-. In :*.-l'!'il.".'-n Lo [:ll'.‘*" ';11:l1ii?it'.~%. he pOs-
e 1 . i % 3 Ans e = i1 1 .

sessed a secret which rendered him more than human in
the eves of his barbarous followers. This was an acqualnts

ance with the properties of arsenic, which he had obtained
proj

from a white trader. Whenever he was displeased with an

(265)
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266 HEROES OF THE WEST.

Indian, he prophesied his death before a certain dav. and

f]l'-'_‘. sure .':|'=._‘|?H'I_|:Ei'4!!2511'|L[ -'II' Hll_" ]'-?_'I-!‘Illz'l‘.‘.' :_"L_'|||l|']-"'J. .J”:Ii']!{-

. 1 o 1

bird an object of terror and reverence.
Un one oceasion, the Poneas made an inenrsion inte
e B g S S el 1 st 1

Blackbird's Lerrisory, and carried away a number of women

and horses. He immediately collected his warriors and

}:1.|_I'--'.il_-|1 ‘,1:;-.-52'1. '_i_‘_|||' IJI'II[_':!.‘* ;H]J-']‘.-']‘-'-!] f}:‘._'!;-.*- |~ 5---]!5-|||l

|

a rude :'fiii*.‘!‘.l]{‘-.‘.]-ﬁ‘h:,

ut their persevering enemy, eainine
a good position, poured upon them a well-directed fire
| 4 -~ 5 = - - "

7

which did fearful L');{'-.,'illil.-lg, The Ponea chief \I|~1|-:=,‘;.-'|g~:_--L

1

1 he calumet, but he was immediately shot -

a ,_'r-l_';.'|l.'._ with t
a -'|-|1->nu1 herald -_‘.\'l:r:l'f*.‘l'al_'t'-.i the same reatment. '[,'?:u
chieftain’s daughter, a young maiden of much personal
beauty. then appeared before the stern foe, dressed with
1 1

exquisite taste, and bearing the calumet. Blackbird's

1.'1':!1_-": ﬁ-.-f:i'.‘."_f'-l. .]!I' :|—--:--;|[f,_'-|'l 1:Ii".‘ r;;:-;'l‘t,'-.1L 1-.‘::1’.-1:_'|'-':. ::“:1{ con-

cluded a peace with his enemy. The pledge given and
received was the beautiful Ponea maiden, as wife to the
fierce chieftain of Omaha.

For the first time the heart of Blackbird felt the eenial

influence of love. He loved the voune creature who had

gaved her tribe, with all the ardor of untutored nature.
But he was still a savage, and sometimes ungovernable
bursts of rage would fransport him beyond all bounds of
:1?T:-1:lil:l[3 or (:l'.'l.'l']l":f'. ].IL one of I.TL-'H-', his |.-'.-]-'|\':_-:.: wife
unwittingly offended him. THe mstantly drew his knife
.'l:J'-l l;:i-l II!'l' |1L‘Cl|.1 ‘.‘.E[E! a L‘_ii‘:ll'_,“!'.‘ |J]!H‘~'. r.['llll' '].‘.'L'i:'“L”' '|""'E
calmed him in a2 moment. For a little while he looked at
the beautiful corpse in stupid grief, and then, with his head

wrapped in his robe, he sat down beside it. IHe ate no
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BLACKBIRD. 267

food, spake no word for three days. The remonstrances

of his people were received with silence, and no one dared

to uncover his face. At length one of them brought in &

small child, and p! laced the foot of the unhappy Warrior
Jbird was moved by the significant uppeal

on 1ts 1||,'r.‘l{. -_1;11'!1
LIL'E':\'L'I‘-.-I‘I an

and throwine aside his robe, he arose and

oration.
The Omaha tribe were greatly thinned by small-pox,

and to this loathsome disease their great chieftain fell a

vietim. His dying request was bold and fanciful. Near

'  the Missouri is a high solitary rock, round

the source :l
e : e :
which the river winds in a nearly circular direction, and

which commands a view of the adjacent country for many
miles around. There Blackbir d had often sat to watch for
ring

.anoes of the white traders, and there it was his dyl
Ile was to be mounted upon his

the ¢
1-.-.1311_-_1;'[. Lo be hll}'lml.
]JI"I"‘L' (*Izllipll'tl"| V i l'TlIL'l]_ go as to tl'\'t,'l‘lill_m .'.lr~. ]!hl{‘-. ‘lll'l
watch for the coming hoat of the white men. His orders
were obeyed ; and on that same high promontory, over the
tomb of the lmhm warrior was raised his national banner,
capped with the scalps which he had taken in battlle. Of
course the Indians regard the rock with superstitious reve-
rence, and have their own stories of the scenes which
occasionally take place on and around £.

L U i A g, AT i e e e i s i T e i e B s B "B




if
“'_. !
s
e
"

s

STy
g

i

— {8 el
o N ol e

d I

B LS

AL 3 Pl =
— = T Wi

i

De:

T
f
e
L
L=
—
-
—
e
Gl

WhiLe """'-""l’-'"'] on the 24th of _\E;:‘i|, at a _-|.'_-f|i1- near
the Spanish Trail, we were surprised by the sudden ap-
pearance amongst us of two Mexicans: a man and a b
The name of the man was Andreas Fuentas, and that of
the boy, a handsome lad of eleven years old, Pablo Hex-
nandez. With a cavalcade ui' about thirty horses, they
had come out from Puebla de los Angelos, near

(268) '
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3 ADVENTURE.

cific:+ had lost half their animalg, stolen by the Indians,
and now soucht my camp 1or a d. Carson and Godey,
i two . 1M men. volu eI 1. Lo ILL‘ L1 i]w]i-_. ‘.‘.'Eth 1!|H
! Mexic nd. well mounted, the three set off on the
I i '; I the 'li.'"'_". E'."' ntas recurnd ] J.“— ].i=l.1'.“"_' i.‘ll‘-';u'.__'
failed = but Carson and Godey had continued the pursuit.
| the atternoon -li' the next l]I 4 ‘.'.':l‘-_'—‘.\'h'.-:alm Was
heard. such as Indians make when T turning from a vie-
torious enterprise and soon Carson and ';cl-ll'fx':!]'["'”'"""'tl
Irivine before them a band of horses, ri cognised by Fu-
entas to be a part of those the had lost. Two bloody
scaly daneling from the end of 'f--'{'-',"'_l"" o111, announced
that thev had overtaken the Indians as well as the horses.
hev had continued the pursuit alone after Fuentas left
them, .||1[ LOWa .!.n 111 I"1:'-I *'Il'.-.'i_'!'-l 11:|t' 1ounraims t-'1'1 i
Wl h the |'.‘::,]. led. _'\5‘51-!* SUNsec, the moon gave l_|
mtil late in the night, when it entered a narrow defile,
i was difficult to follow. Here they lay from midnicht
till mornine. At daylicht they resumed the 1-1|:‘='|'z'|i.:1:|1
H LITIT 1S 1l govered o 1;'1;'_-4"-1_ .".1.!'1 ::.'I.'!.il‘-";éil'lt'l.'\' =i.i.~='~
mounting and tying up their own, they crept cautiously
o a risine eround which intervened, from the crest of
which they i-t-!'i'-"i‘;-.--] the encampment of four lodges close
by They proceeded :.;l]i:_-i‘._\.'. and got within thirty or
forty yards of their object, when a movement among the
Lorses .'.u.l them fto the []I'.“I!':].‘. l;:;\fl!.'_f [1fi.l' Wil
sliout. ;'I,--L-\' E1|,~':;|||'.i_*.' a_']l:i.l'_'_':".'-l into the camp, recardless
of the numbers which the four ].IHi._'_,f't'H ]I'.]:_"é'.l contain. The
Indians received them with a flight of arrows, shot from
gheir long bows, one of which passed through Godey’s
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Fay e

shirt collar, barely missing the neck. Our men fired their

rifles upon a ctondv aim, and rushed in. Two Indians
were stretched upon the oround, fatally pierced with
L'.ZH--EH". ‘-.".;-' rest |"= excent a ]:2'13:. ".'L‘i!-- was I"‘.l,fl'.‘.!':‘:--|. lll“

(il | . 1 - 1 = . . 1
u-;:]].q of the fallen were mstantly stripped off, but 1n the

Process, on of them, who had two balls through his body,

sprung to his feef, the blood streaming from his :~'|-,':1.|-.|.--l
head, and !!_1i_--=.‘=-=l. a I.Li'lu_'-l':l.-'- ]L--H]. The ';‘,-5._.-'“:_}‘!!] “]'l"'iili'!.i’

appalle d the stout hearts of our men; but they ¢ did what

humanity ':"Z'-IL':!:.l'e'_-iL and '}'-f.!"]..'ix' teyminated the ag

[~

the gcory savage. They were now IDasters of the camp,

which was a pretty little recess in the mountain, with

--n-l -nnn‘n'r:l‘;]\' safe from all invasion.

yi1on Nad 1 been mas de for E_-"il“'.:'!-_'._" a large l’:l!'i"\'. for
and for the

fine spri
prepa

It was @ very proper place 1 for a reridezvous,
~.:!'-_-';.f'.~' as robbers of the desert would

t,'t‘-:_‘.'1'l.':l'. 'l II'|r- .“Ill'-!I
]

delicht in. .“":-'.- T 1] of the horses had been killed, skinned,

and cut up— ilhll ns living in the mountains, and
-'m]}' r'--‘-.'.|i’.il'_r ] yns to ‘_.'I-I- .‘|l'_-1l l||'L1‘I]=_'1‘. 1.I'|.'|L'L- no
other use of horses than to eat them. - Large earthen
i-‘-‘i'i‘l_-_f the horse

vessels were on the fire, hoiling and st

e

heef. and several baskets containing fifty or sixty pair of

moceasing, indicat ed the presence or expec tation of a large

party. 'l"'.'|-'-_'\' released the ],r,\\— who had _-_fl‘.u-H strong
) the savage

{_‘\'id-"_:l‘.' nl_l 'L];!I' :-1'I1l';.“-'lll. or .‘--Illll":ll_.lll_,". '.'.!.':L ”.[~ tne

woter: by Cf mMeneine ia hreakfast o a. i pap g
character, by commencing his breakfast upon a horse!

il":lll a8 200N as he 1-'-_IH'.'.-1 he was not to be ',\H.l but '-EII.'.\-‘
tied as a 1-1‘]_4|-,!_1;~1“
f_‘ k1l """Ll .Hl‘||]|]‘]|-]]||1 Oy l1|clllr3l]l||(=1 ]11] .I“ 1}

surviving horses, fifteen in number, returned upon their

k
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A DESPERATE ADVENTURE.

trail, and rejoined us at our camp in the afternoon of the
same day. They had rode abouf one hundred miles in
] = *

the pursuit and return, and all in about thirty hours. The

time, place, object and numbers considered, this expedi-
tion of Carson and Godey may be congidered among the
boldest and most disinterested which the annals of west-
ern adventure, so full of daring deeds, can present. Two

men in a savace wilderness, pursue day and night an un-

< P |

known body of Indians into the defiles of an unknown
mountain—attack them on sight without counting num-

1_1"1‘5—-:1!5'1 Iif'i'i';LL Lh-:,-I:l_ i:l an ill‘_-'iéLflT—‘-.‘L]L'l 1or \\1.'.:1['. —10
. v | 11 r 1 1

punish the robbers of the desert, and revenge the wrongs

of Mexicans whom they did not know. I repeat it was

Clarson and Godey who did this—the former an American,

born in Booneslick county, Missouri ; the latter a French-

man. born in St. Louis—and both trained to western

enterprise from early life,
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As early as the year 1790, the block-house aud stock-
ade, above the mouth of the Hockhocking river, was &
frontier ]'H}.«'t. for the !:;L:':]_‘,' ili-:Jlli-(-1‘ of that 1'-'|1'|'|-|:: of the
state from the Hockhocking to the Sciota, and from the
Ohio river to the northern lakes. Then nature wore her

|

¥

- = » . o~ BT |
undisturbed livery of dark and thick forests, interspersed l

11

with green and flowery prairies. Then the axe of the

(276)
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ADVIENTURE OF TWO SCOUTE.

b2

woodman had not been heard in the wilderness, nor the

}-i-uaz_r‘n of the hushandmen marred the beauty of the green

prairies. Among the rich and luxuriant valle \«, that of

Hockhocking was llh‘*k'l'.l.'!l‘_]ll for

1!'.!1' T1O0KLL
P 1 . - -1 - I S i T 1a
‘_"']'l'.."—'—.l]','-l e L'I'—’T'L':'-."J 0T 1T WAereoll Liancaster now stanas,

luxuriant and picturesque, aI nd

nature’'s richess

as the most

was marked
Indian village, at a period 80 € early,

became 1ilt_' seat of a

that the ¢ memory u1' man runneth not parallel thereto.”
On the green sward of the prairie was held many a rude
gambol of the Indians; and here, too, Was many an as-

semblage of the Warriors

tribes. taking counsel for a © war-path,’

of one of the most 14-1‘11."':1'1_'111

’ upon some weak
or I.i:_‘i‘*'!ii".‘ll'*ﬁ POSt.
i_.[unlg One :_rt. I_‘Il{'.“'t‘- :'_4'.‘!1']'3[:|"" er'l_'.:!.‘*T,'_J!l.‘? ilL‘l't,'“.Il'-_f*."].'l('-'f
reached the little garrison ab

1-3 ' hat ‘l' i 11ans ere 1 17 OF 1 0o EnImMe
hocking, that the Indalans were Zathering in force some-

, purpose of striking a terrible

ove the mou th ot " the ]ijf_u:k—

where up the valley, t'nr' the
and fatal blow on one o * +the few and scattered defences

1

A :;umwil was lLeld by the garrison, and
the Hockhocking, in order to ascertain

Le m:;lnt le point of attack.

of the whites.
geouts were sent up
the strength of the foe, and t

In the 11]"1Ll]l of October, and on one of
could have been seen

the balmiest days

of our Indian summer, two men
the thick plumb and hazel 1 bushes skirting
o

emerging out of
the eastern declivity

the prairie, and stealthily clim! ng
of that most remarkable promontory, DOW known as Mount
Pleasant, whose western gummit gives a comman ding view
to the eye of what 18 doing on the prairie. This eminence

was “'l‘allul by our two adventurers and hardy scouts, and

from this point they carefully observed the movements
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980 EEROES OF THE WEST.

takine nlace on the prairvie. Every day brought an acces.

aion of warriors to those already assembled; and every day

ilie scouts witnessed from their evrie, the horse-racing,

leanine. running and throwing: the deadly tomahawk by

+s.  The old sachems: looking on with: indiffe:
1naws, for [L.L' most part, L_']I_‘_"fl__""'; i]l i‘ln-zl’

s g
|

nifesting all the

nsual drudeeries, and: the papeoses 1

-. Voand Wy n -'I'!"l _.!|_=\' of 'II ]'*---]. ']“::-.' :||"."‘.",'.'|l Hi‘ :LE:_‘,‘

SAVIEZES Was 'I|:1‘!]I-I'i hy HIL' ‘-t'!‘!"!_|||.f.- ‘-\':H'-\\'!Z':'H.IE'I_.

he mural faceof Mount Pleasant, was driven

arions indentations of the surrounding hills,

nroducing reverberation. on reverberation, and echo on

echo, till it seemed as 1if ten thousand fiends were aathered |
in their orgies. Such: yells micht well strike terror into

. L a
\I ¢ ho ns o 11!| H'.'i'.l-.'-"H'-'-l-":1.1-2'-1 Lo them. ]'r. 0111 scouts

these were but martial music strains which waked their
. \.'.':!'l'i_i.f.ETi""', ‘ :|I1L arrunec ':LI|!-'-.'_‘ ":_'uI; frames. ]"'.':IIH i]!!_']]'

on the frontier, and

1
ney pee

early :,'--Il";! had th
therefore well !."-':=-'1':--'1

cunning, as well as knowing the ferocity and bloodthirsty

subtlety,. craft, and
-E“'I]--‘.l':'-."l-.l“l-':' "I- -ihi' 7:;!"-I-.|_!—(|I- ']”“IL'\'- were "_IJ!';'.I.W':i"'I'l-L ]ll'L
likely to he sirenmvented: by the cunning of their foes;
and without a desperate struggle, would not fall vietims

On. several oceasions, small ]-:zrl'!--4 of warriors left the
prairies and ascended: the Mount; at which times the
BECONTS wonld 1|:;.-]-- in l".-' fissures -ll‘ i]li' !"-‘-']-:.*. ar ]_‘-"I-".;'_“ }."J
! the side of some ]:--1|,Li prostrate iree, cover themselves
\‘.']i"l_ the sear :';1|:1 _".'I'].1I':'-.'-' \III :11'5'1 ug‘:ﬂﬂ leave l}'.-a‘h‘ lliil+

1

ing places when their

uninvited visitors had disappeared.
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ADVENTURE OF TWO SCOUTS. 283
For food they depended on jerked venison, and cold eorn
bread, with which their knapsacks had been well stored.
¥ire L'! dared not I-LEIL'111_~, and the l'*"pul‘i"- of one of their
rifles would bring upon them the entire force of the In-
dians. For drink they depended on some rain water,
which still stood in excavations of the rocks, but in a few

days this store was exhausted, and M’ (lelland and White

must abandon their enterprise or find a new supp ly. To

;1.,31:,;;“;&1;11 this most hazardous aff ffair, M’ Clell and being

the elder, resolved to make the attempt—with his 1.11_151:\'
rifle in his grasp, and two canteens strung across his
shoulders, he cautiously descended to the prairie, and
skirting the hills on the north as much as possible within
the hazel thickets, he struck a course for the Hockhock-
ing river. Ie reached its “"’”'i»i”": and turning an abrupt
point of a hill, he l'uunll o beautiful fountain of limpid
water. now known as the Cold Spring, within a few feet
of the river. He filled his canteens and returned in
safety to his watchful compt anion. It was now determined

to have a fresh supply of water every day, and this duty

was to be performed alternately.

On one of these occasions, after White had filled his
canteens, he sat a few moments, W atching the limpid ele-
ment, as it came gurgling out of the bosom of the earth—
the light sound of footsteps caught his practised ear, and
upon turning round, he saw two squaws within a few feet
of him; these upon turning the jet of the hill had thus
[:uddon]‘.' came upon him. The elder squaw gave one of
those far-reaching whoops peculiar to the Indians. White

at once comprehended his perilous situation—for if the
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alarm should reach: the camp, he and his companion musé

inevitably perish: ""-v‘|E“-]_':r:-..-'.u-:'\':za'znn impelled him to in-
flict a noiseless death npon the Squaws, and in sich a
manner as to leave no race hehind: Ever rapid in
thought, and prompt in: action,. he sprang upen his vie-
tims with a rapidity and power of a panther, and grasps
ing the throat of ench. with one bound he sprang into the
river, and rapidly Tirnst the head of the elder woman
under the water, and making stronger efforts to submerge
the younger; Who; however, powerfully registed. During
the short struggle, the younger temnale addressed him in
his own language, 1‘|'|f-'.l::'1.'. almost 1n inarticulate gounds;
Ht']L‘:L-:zT_I.j,: }l.iri 1Il:-H_ «'Eh: .11'|f'-.~‘:"[|ll"‘-1 I|I;_II'I... ljllill, ten _\'1-'-11‘% ]m-
fore, she had been made a 'll‘s'.!Fillll'ﬁ‘. on Grave Creek flats;
and that the Indrans, in her presence, butehered her mo-
ther and two: sisters ; and that an only brother had been
:-:1~|'|1n:~-'_-u1a with her, who qiceeeded on the second night 1n

it what had become of him she

making his escape;
knew not.

During the narrative, White, unobserved by the girl,

]L:II{ Iiv‘u o ﬁl-’__‘* I-_'l‘:;.rig'- Ol L!.'.l‘ l_-1:I1|'1‘ sOuany, W '|_:|.-,='-.- ]}-u]\' S00TL

{
4
]
A

floated where if would mot, ]-,1'--'.--.|1|]_*.' soon be found. He

now directed the air] hastily to tollow him, and with his
1‘::‘-&1111 energy and r'-jrl'w'-l. ]J!l*]ll'll for the Mount. FHH'_‘\' had

vards from the spring, before

&

geatrcely gone two hundred

e N =

the alarm cry was heard some guarter of a mile down the

—

stream. It was: supposed. that some warriors returning
from a hunt, struck the Hoekhocking just as the body of
the drowned squaw floated past. White and the girl sue- L

ceeded in reaching the Mount, where M’ Clelland had been
o
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ADVENTURE OF TWO SCOUTS. 2871

no indifferent spectator to the sudden commotion among
the Indians, as the prairie warriors were seen to strike off
8 - = ¥ T a — 1. .
in every direction, and before White and the girl had ar-

. 1 v ; v 1 }-=1 o ~
rived. a. party of some Iwenty warriors nad '.L';E'L.‘Il'l‘_1 :_fillli'.'fl

the eastern acclivity of the Mount, and were cautiously

ascending, carefully keeping under cover. iSoon the tywo
= ‘_ v 3 P s 1 :
BCouts saw the swarthv faces of the FF‘ as they ,‘."15'1!"1 from

§ = 1 1 1 - 4 i By
tree to tree, and rock to rock, until the whole base of the

Mount was surrounded, and all hopes of escape were cut off.

In this peril nothing was left, other than to sell their
lives as -i_l-:;tl‘I_‘.' as gu_‘-r.f'lllull._'i this Ehl_'_'\' resolved to do, and
advised the girl to escape to the Indians, and tell them
she had been a rc:t;r‘-.]\.'l_' to the scouts.

She said, ¢“No ! Death, and that in presence of my

y
3 »

people, is to me a thousand times sweeter than captivity—

1
t
A

furnish me with a rifle, and I will show you that I can

ficht as well as die. This spot I leave not! here my

bones shall lie bleaching with yours! and should either

of you escape, you will carry the tidings of my death to
my remaining relatives.”

SR

|

Remonstrance proved fruitless; the two scouts ma-

tured their plans for a vigorous defence — opposing
craft to craft, expedient to expedient, and an unerring
fire of the deadly rifle. The attack now commenced in
front, where, from the narrow backbone of the Mount,

the savages had to advance in sing

le file, but where they

could avail themselves of the rock and trees. In advanc-

ing the warrior must be momentarily exposed, and two

bare inches of his swarthy form was target enough for

the unerring rifle of the scouts. After bravely maintain-




S gy A PR T R s -

28’8 HEROES OF THE WEST.

ing the fight 4n fronf, and keeping the enemy in check;

1.']1:_-\,' [i.:,q{_'.-uu'[_-]'r;ﬂ a mnew l].:l.ll_'_‘l'[' i]||*1‘:11|-||i!tg []iq‘.H'l. r“lf}
wary foe now made every preparafion to attack them in
flank, which eould be most sneecessfully and fatally done

bv reachine an insulated rock lyine -in one-of the ra-

vines On the southern hill side. This rock onee pained
]:\; the an}i;lnr:_, 1]14-}‘ conld !nz'ir;-'r; the scouts under !mil!t
blank shot of the vifle; and without the :possibility of
escape.

Our brave scouts saw the hopelessness of their sitna-
tion, which nothing could ‘avert but brave companionsand

an unerring shot—them they had mot. But the brave

never despair. With this certain fate resting upon them,
they had continued as calm, and as ealeulating, and
as unwearied as the strongest degire of vengeance on-a
tl'r";1|-E:--!'.'.11-= foe r,-r:uf-l Il]‘r‘--‘||1f,'|'. Soon j‘-l.hl"|l.'||.'|lrll BaW 4
tall -and swarthy figure preparing to spring from a cover
go mear the fatal rock, that a single bound ‘must reach
it, :and ‘all hope be ‘destroyed.  He felt that all depended
on one :ll-i‘.':l,’,'-'."l'_':I_'CIIE?' ﬁ]:fl?:. .'11i].|-'lll.'_"ll but-one inch of the
warrior's body was exposed, and that at a distance of one

he 1'|-5-|]',|-41 to risk al

hundred _\::5'+i.~' """H."' he raised

his rifle to his gyes, r_'_'|1'(-I'1!|]._\' .ﬂh::éi-l.'zl',f the rwi_'_'ji:[ with his

hand, he drew a bead so sure, that he felt conscious it

wonld do—he touched the hair trigger with his finger

the hammer came down, but in place of striking fire, it
crushed his flint into & hundred fragments! Although he
felt that the savage must reach the fatal rock before he
could adjust another flint, he proceeded to the task with
the utmost composure, casting many a furtive glance fo
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wards the fearful point. Suddenly he saw the warrior
stretching every muscle for the leap—and with the agility
of a deer he made the spring—instead of reaching the rock
he sprung ten feet in the air, and giving one terrific yell
he fell upon the earth, and his dark corpse rolled fifty feet
down the hill. He had evidently received a death shot
from some unknown hand. A hundred voices from below
re-echoed the terrible shout, and it was evident that they
had lost a favorite warrior, as well as been foiled for a time
in their most important movement. A very few moments
proved that the advantage so mysteriously gained would
be of short duration; for already the scouts caught a mo-
mentary glimpse of aswarthy warrior, cautiously advancing
towards the cover so recently occupied by a fellow com-
panion. Now, too, the atfack in front was resumed with
increased fury, so as to require the incessant fire of both
scouts, to prevent the Indians from gaining the eminence—
and in a short time M’Clelland saw the wary warrior turn-
ing a somerset, his corpse rolled down towards his com-
panion : again a mysterious agent had interposed in their
behalf., T'his second sacrifice cast dismay into the ranks
of the assailants; and just as the sun was disappearing
behind the western hills, the foe withdrew a short distance,
for the purpose of devising new modes of attack. The re-
spite came most seasonably to the scouts, who had bravely
kept their position, and boldly maintained the unequal
fight from the middle of the day.

Now, for the first time, was the girl missing, and the
gcouts supposed through terror she had escaped to her

former captors, or that she had been killed during the
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from behind a i

1 b ] o
had advanced some fifty

front. She at once resolved to possess herself of his rifle,

and
1

succeeded in her enterprise, being all the time exposed to

crouh 1o in undergrowth she crept to the spot, and

e r 1 )| :
I]II' cross nre ol the delen

1.;':'1.";:-1:;-_ .||I 110 i]::"-."i::"ll.l'. _"'\_'| ].!-I"‘_'IH' C I‘!'*III:'.'li-Iflh I]:l"—

cided their plans, and it was agre 1 that the girl, from
T!'_' T intimate Kn n"']'_'l T thell ]' |"I|' S I I'1I { ;'E i.l.':'_'
advance a few steps. Another advantage 1 he gained

hv

DYy Y shnowia fall 1m with

this arrangement, for in case

gome out-post, the girl’s knowledge of the Indian toneue,
:

would, perhaps, enable her to deceive the sentinel: and

go the sequel proved, for scarcely had they descended one

s
LI'0In

the girl, warned

low
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ADVENTURE OF TWO SCOUTS. 295

The scouts sunk silently to the enrth’, where, by pre-
vious agreement, they were to remain till another signal
was given them by the girl,—whose absence for more
than a quarter of an hour now began to excite the most
gerious apprehensions. At length, she again appeared,
and told them that she had succeeded in removing two
sentinels who were directly in their route to a point some
hundred feet distant. The descent was noiselessly re-
sumed—the level gained, and the scouts followed their
intrepid pioneer for half a mile in the most profound
silence, when the barking of a small dog, within a few
feet, apprised them of a new danger. The almost simul-
taneous click of the scouts’ rifles was heard by the givl,
who rapidly approached them, and stated that they were
now in the midst of the Indian wigwams, and their lives
depended on the most profound silence, and implicitly
following her footsteps. A moment afterwards, the
girl was accosted by a squaw, from an opening in the
wigwam, She replied in the Indian language, and with-
out stopping pressed forward.

In a short time she stopped and assured the scouts
¢hat the village was cleared and that they were now in
gafety. She knew that every pass leading out of the
prairie was safely guarded by Indians, and at once re-
solved to adopt the bold adventure of passing through
the very centre of their villace as the least hazardous.
The result proved the correctness of her judgment.

They now kept a course for the Ohio, being guided by
the Hockhocking river—and after three days’ march and
suff3ring, the party ¢ rrived at the block-house in safety.
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from the Indians, prevented the contems-
and the rescued girl proved to be vhe sister

trepid Neil Washburn, celebrated in Indian war-

1 scout to (-,";1]:11:L‘i]1 Kenton's b]m}-‘]j
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To show of what material the boys were made o, In the
great heroic agd of the west, we give the !u]]am:rrlr which
we find in a recent communication from Major Nye, of
Ohio. . The scene of adventure was within the present
limits of Wood county, Virginia.

I have heard from \11 Guthrie and others, that at Bell-
ville & man had a son, quite a youth, say twelve or four-
been years of age, who had been used to firing his father’s
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1 gun, as most boys did n those days. He heard, he sup- |
| L - : - - ; - T : 1
AN O Y posed, turkeys on or near the bank of the Ohio, opposite
I bl P 2 e ) . g T
et that place, and asked his father to let him take his gun
|7 | 1 : . . . g - - l~
;’ bE g and kill one. His father knowing that the Indians often
e § decoyed people by such noises, refused, saying 1t was
i § 3 < 1 1 = ry : ~; =1 1
FH i vobably an Indian. - When he had cone to work, the
e . B :
i boy took the gun and paddled his canoe over the river,
i but had the precaution to land some distance from where

; he had heard the turkey all the morning, probably from

and perhaps a lift

fear of scaring the game, al ittle afraid of
ep, and the boy cautiously

4 f ! 2 -
S ! Indians. The banks were st
1 1 . v .

advanced to where he could see without being seen.

Watching awhile for his game, he happened to see an
Indian cautiously looking over a 1

! boy had landed.

og,sto notice where the

The lad fixed his gun at rest, wat ching

R+ = :

he had seen the ]lnlipsh‘:i ]]L"!l‘L and when
it ;:lapr,-.:-.i'[-il {|;':-':li:‘|, fired, and the Indian t‘li:ﬁ:ll'ljn-:tl‘r'll.
The hoy dropped the gun and ran for his canoe, which he
paddled over the river as soon as possible. When he
venched home, he said, * Mother, I have killed an In-

and the mother replied, “No, you have not.”

The father coming in, he

the place where

e e
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dian !”’
¢«Yeg, I have,” said the boy.
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| L made the same report to him, and received the same Te-
g > o e
?!'H Ir f ply; but he constantly affirmed 1t was even 80; and, a8
I i it ; the gun was left, a party took the boy over the river to
L | £ find it, and show the place where he shot the Indian, and
I3 B - , e 1
Jf?.ft 1'? ' behold, his words were found verified. The ball had en- ]
oRi B IR : : .
;."ﬁlf,i Bl tered the head, where the boy had affirmed he shot
184 &
i 1t ‘ . between the eye and ear.
v < _
I ﬁ i & THE END.
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