943

|

' With the largest attendance in re-
cent years, the 75th annual mid-winter
meeting of the Kentucky Press Associa-
‘tion at the Brown Hotel, Louisville,
| was called to order by President Armen-
trout. Invocation was asked by the Rev.
| Charles W. Welch, pastor of the Fourth
| Avenue Presbyterian Church. The edi-
tors were given the traditional key to
the city with some sound legal advice
on its use by Assistant City Attorney
‘,Lm\‘rencc G. Duncan, who spoke in the
absence of Mayor Wyatt. Response was
given by Vice-President Joe Richardson.

Following his annual address, Presi-
dent Armentrout appointed the session
ommittees: Resolutions — Chairman
Bennett Roach, Ed C. Hamlett, and
(Roy C. Ewens; Auditing—Russell Dyche
and Wm. L. Simpson; Necrology—Miss
Mildred Babbage and Gracean M. Ped-
ley. :

'Thc announced program of speakers,
\\'l'lh one exception and luncheon inter-
| nission, was started by the introduction
of Brigadier-General T. J. Camp, Chief
of }hf? U. S. Armored Replacement
Tl‘ammg Center, Fort Knox. General
Camp told how the lives of thousands
“’f soldiers had been saved because
{Wspapers carefully have guarded mil-
[ itary secrets, particularly © on  troop
| Movements. He added that when the
Amy releases news of the location of
00ps, it is “bad news for the encmy.”
| The Armored Training Center com-
{Mndant praised the Kentucky press as

K
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'nemarkably high” in comparison with
Qel\\spapers of other localities, and ask-
( for more of a “box score” on the

war. He said: “If you know the runs,
hits and errors of a baseball game, then
you have a good idea as to the out-
come.”

A. Y. Aronson, managing editor of
the Louisville Times, talking on “The
Press Faces a Critical Year,” said the
war-born difficulties do not present a
crisis to newspapers, but rather a chal-
lenge for better service and improved
management.

“All we have to do to avoid trouble,”
he said, “is to quit trying to get out our
papers the old way under new condi-
tions.”

He outlined newsprint shortages as
a difficulty, but added that the shortage
has offered an opportunity for throw-
ing out some of the “deadwood” which
appeared in newspapers before the war.
His able and interesting address will be
published in a later issue of the Press.

Anglo-American co-operation prob-
ably will and should be continued af-
ter the war for the mutual benefit of
both the United States and the British
Empire, J. H. Tandy of Cincinnati,
His Majesty’s consul for this area, stat-
ed in his interesting address.

Tandy spoke at length on the Lend-
Lease program, referring to it as a
“pool contributed to by all the United
Nations from which each takes out
whatever is necessary for the common
victory.” As to the cost to any one na-
tion, Tandy predicted that when the
books are balanced, the debits and cred-
its would “just about cancel out.”

“The British Commonwealth may be
much larger after the war,” the consul
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said. He said now many of the smaller
nations of Europe are asking, “Why
can’t I be a member?” He explained
that Canada, Australia, India and the
others are not bound by any govern-
mental ties as, “The King has no con-
trol over them and very little in Eng-
land.”

Former Louisville Mayor, William B.
Harrison, now president of the Louis-
ville Industrial Foundation, and chair-
man for the Eighth Federal Reserve Dis-
trict counties in Kentucky for the Com-
mittees of Economic Development, said
conversion of industry from the war
work to peacetime production presents
the greatest problem for the continued
economic success of our nation.

He predicted there will be a lag of
six months or more in employment be-
fore war industries can get under way
in peacetime production and those who
say there will be no lag are “nuts.”

“If our thinking stops at victory on
the battlefield, then all has been lost—
we must prepare for the ‘V’ day,” Har-
rison asserted. He then promptly asked:
“Can this nation survive another period
such as we passed through in 1931, 1932
and 1933?”

Further elaborating on the conver-
sion, Harrison predicted that many of
the governmental controls we now have
on our business and every-day life will
continue after the war and will be re-
leased gradually. Tandy foresaw the
same situation in England, and declared
that women'’s part in the broad war pic-
ture in England parallels the situation
here as described by Harrison.
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President Armentrout announced
that Senator Alben W. Barkley could
not appear because of the press of Wash-
ington business and introduced in his
place “for the especial benefit of pub-
lishers of the First Congressional Dis-
trict’” a man from Barkley’s home town,
Paducah. He called on George H.
Goodman, director of the Louisville
district of the Office of Price Adminis-
tration, a former member of the associ-
ation, who thanked the press for its part
in making the O.P.A. program in Ken-
tucky a success.

A War Department film which de-
picted the strength of enemy forces and
showing episodes of army activities and
impressive battle scenes, brought home
to the interested spectators the impact
of war and strengthened their resolu-
tions and courage for increased partici-
pation on the home front.

Friday Business Session

At the Friday morning business ses-
sion, Orrin R. Taylor, member of the
executive committee of the National
Editorial Association, and editor of the
Buckeye, Archbold, Ohio, winner of
many national newspaper prizes, spoke
on the extent and activities of the News-
paper Advertising Service, Chicago, ac-
tive affiliate of the NEA and KPA. He
emphasized the missionary work and
active solicitation of NAS representa-
tives in presenting the story of the com-
munity press to national manufacturers
and advertising agencies. These activi-
ties are already bearing fruit and will
result in increasing advertising lineage
for community newspapers.

The pity and irony of community
newspaper marketing and coverage is
expressed in the statements repeatedly
told by business executives and agencies
to NAS, Mr. Taylor stated, is that they
never realized the impact and extent of
the community newspaper field which
reaches 52 percent of the national pop-
ulation. These executives are being rap-
idly enlightened and convincing sold on
the potentialities of the community
marketing field by NAS. He urged ev-
ery Kentucky newspaper to appoint
NAS as its representative which, he em-
phasized, is not an exclusive representa-
tion, but extends only to NAS sched-
ules.

Secretary-manager Portmann reported
on “the state of affairs” of the associa-
tion together with the financial state-
ment for the year’s activities. High-
lights of his report were that 65 new
members had been added since the in-
stallation of the Central Office and
membership now was the greatest in the
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Association’s history; that $4,500 in ad-
vertising had been distributed to Ken-
tucky newspapers in 1943; that the fi-
nancial affairs and cash balance of date
were the largest in the Association’s
record. A written report and statement
was distributed to members present.
The report will be sent with the Bul-
letin to members who were unable to
be present.

A round-table discussion on business
matters and legislative affairs was fol-
lowed by committee reports, published
elsewhere, and the annual election of
officers.

Social Activities Well Attended

The social activities were featured
by the Kentucky Utilities luncheon on
Thursday, the Courier-Journal lunch-
eon on Friday, both on the Roof Gar-
den, and the banquet, floor show, and
dance as guests of the Louisville Board
of Trade, the Brown Hotel, and the
Courier-Journal and Times. Grateful
opinions expressed that these functions
reached an unusual high standard of
excellence. Governor Simeon S. Willis
in his address at the banquet, at which
Opera-Singer Christine Johnson was
presented with a commission as Ken-
tucky Colonel, stressed the part that
newspapers should and could play in
the interests of good government in
commendation and criticism of govern-
mental acts, -and, with the newspapers
as natural leaders, “That the people get
the kind of government that they ask
for; if they do not ask, then they must
expect mediocre and inefficient govern-
ment and officials.” He commended the
Kentucky press on their interest in gov-
ernmental affairs.

Resolutions Adopted

The Resolutions Committee of the
Kentucky Press Association’s Seventy-
fifth annual Mid-Winter Meeting and
Second Wartime Conference, in session
at Louisville, Ky., January 20-21, 1943,
submits the following Resolutions:

WHEREAS, there has been present-
ed at this Second Wartime Confeernce
a splendid program, timely and pa-
triotic, we ask that the members of the
Program Committee be given a vote of
thanks by the Association membership
for their excellent services. We wish
further to express the gratitude of the
Association to President Vance Armen-
trout and Secretary Victor R. Portmann
for their work in behalf of the Associa-
tion during the past year; likewise the
helpful efforts of other officers and
members of the Association are com-
mended.
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The Association’s work in behalf ¢
the war effort has been a dominaling‘
force in its program during the pgl
year, and the officers and membey
pledge their continued efforts, colle(..
tively and individually, in support
the cause of Victory.

The Association expresses its gratefil
appreciation to the organizations ay
their representatives who have contih]
uted to the success of this Second Wy
time Conference. These include
Kentucky Utilities Company, the Cou
ier-Journal and the Louisville Timg
the Brown Hotel and the Louisvilk
Board of Trade. We further expu:
our sincere thanks to the Brown Hot|
management for its co-operation in mak
ing available its facilities for the Asy
ciation meeting.

We are grateful to Brig. Gen. T.|
Camp, chief of the United States Am
ored Replacement Training Center; A
Y. Aronson, managing editor of Th
Louisville Times; the Hon. A. H. Tar,
dy, British Consul at Cincinnatif
George Goodman, Louisville area OPA
director; William B. Harrison, pres
dent of the Louisville Industrial Foun;
dation; Robert Bonnie, president of
Louisville Board of Trade; Orrin R|
Taylor, representative of the Nation|
Editorial Association; the Hon. Simeo|
S. Willis, Governor of Kentucky, an
all others who have helped make thi
Second Wartime Conference an enjoy
able and successful one. We furtht
tender our thanks to the artists rept
sented in “The Armored Force Com
mand Cartoon Show,” at this meeting

Necrology Report

The Kentucky Press mourns the pisy
ing, during the last year, of four b
loved members. This irreprable Jos
brings sorrow to our hearts but we take
consolation in that they have, in (i
best traditions of the Fourth Estate, Tel
their several monuments of unselfi
service to their communities, their st
and the nation.

One of our distinguished memb®
having “30” written for him was Cory
gressman Edward M. Creal, whose Yife¢
work ended in October. In 1918, M
Creal started a county paper, The I
Rue County News, which two years It
er was consolidated with the LaRm;
County Herald and called The Henl
News. In addition to being a new}
per man, Mr. Creal was also a 1l
serving three times as attorney of
Rue County, and was serving his secontt
term as Commonwealth’s At
when elected Representative from ™
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fourth Congressional District in 1935
10 succeed Cap R. Carden. Mr. Creal
qrved 4 terms as Congressman and died
while in office. Surviving are his widow
(who is here at this meeting) and his
wo sons, Dolph and Capt. James W.
Creal.

One of our veteran members and a
former president of KP.A, ‘Charle-s
Wayfield Meachan ceased to .w1e1d his
fluent pen last February. Eighty-four
ears old, he came into the newspaper
field at the time of Urey Woodson, Har-
ry Sommers and my father, John D.
Babbage. Mr. Meacham published the
Hopkinsville New Era for 41 years. He
was elected president of K.P.A. in 1893.
His last years of journalism were devot-
ed to writing a special column for the
Hopkinsville New Era, which was wide-
Iy read and quoted. He was active in
civic affairs in his younger days, serving
as mayor of Hopkinsville for 8 years,
and was a member of the State Demo-
(ratic Committee and was also interest-
ed in promoting the welfare of the
Western State Hospital and Bethel Col-
lege. Surviving are his widow and one
son, Charles.

Serving 42 years as editor of the
Paintsville Herald was Sherman Gue-
lett, 58 years old and the father of sev-
en sons, all of whom survive with the
widow. He passed to his reward at
Paintsville, Ky., on May 22.

Long a valued member of the K.P.A.
was Waldo F. Fultz, editor and publish-
er of the Carter County Herald, Olive
Hill, Ky. He published the paper for
35 years and where he left off, his wid-
ow and family took up the work.

I move that a copy of this report be
spread upon the minutes of this associ-
ation and that copies be sent to the
families of these departed fellow-work-
ars as an expression of the abiding sym-
pathy of this body.

Respectfully submitted,
Mildred D. Babbage
G. M. Pedley
Official KPA Family

The official KPA family of elected of-
ficers are Joe Richardson, Glasgow
Times, president; Chauncey Forgey,
Ashland  Independent, vice-president;
Victor R. Portmann, secretary-manager,
and Fred B. Wachs, Lexington Herald-
Lc.ader, chairman of the executive com-
mittee.  President Richardson appoint-
ed his standing committees as follows:

.Executivc Committee (by districts):
First, Joe La Gore, Paducah Sun-Demo-
tat; Second, John B. Gaines, Park City
News, Bowling Green; Third, John H.
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Hoagland, Louisville Courier-Journal;
Fourth, James M. Willis, Brandenburg
Messenger; Fifth, Virgil P. Sanders,
Carrollton News - Democrat; Seventh,
Walker W. Robinson, Paintsville Her-
ald; Eighth, J. W. Heddon, Mt. Ster-
ling Advocate; Ninth, Harold A.
Browning, Williamsburg Republican;
Two members at large, Seymour B.
Goodman, Elizabethtown Enterprise,
and Tyler Munford, Union County Ad-
vocate, Morganfield. Chairman Wachs
represents the Sixth district, and Vance
Armentrout is immediate past presi-
dent.

Legislative Committee: George A.
Joplin, Somerset Commonwealth, chair-
man; Thomas R. Underwood, Lexing-
ton Herald; Russell Dyche, London
Sentinel-Echo; D. M. Hutton, Harrods-
burg Herald; Virgil P. Sanders, Carroll-
ton News-Democrat; Wm. L. Dawson,
LaGrange Oldham Era; Bennett Roach,
Shelbyville News; Henry Ward, Padu-
cah Sun-Democrat; Egbert V. Taylor,
Greensburg Record-Herald; Harry Lee
Waterfield, Clinton Gazette; Henry Ar-
rowwood, Paintsville Herald; Otis C.
Thomas, Liberty News; R. M. Bagby,
Grayson Enquirer; and R. H. Royster,
Seebree Banner.

Newspaper Contest Committee: Miss
Jane Hutton, Harrodsburg Herald,
chairman; Mrs. Lee Spalding, Bards-
town Standard; Miss Mildred Babbage,
Cloverport News; Mrs. John Lawrence,
Cadiz Record; Mrs. D. B. Wallace, Wal-
ton Advertiser; Mrs. Byrne Evans, Rus-
sellville News-Democrat; and Mrs. Joe
Costello, Cynthiana Democrat.

Former Midway
Publisher Dies

Joe R. Williams, about 80, of Law-
renceburg, Ind., died at Christ hospital,
Cincinnati, January 22. He was a native
of Midway. His mother, Mrs. Eugenia
Williams, had passed her hundredth
birthday at the time of her death about
12 years ago.

Mr. Williams at one time was the pub-
lisher of the Midway Clipper, the Pen-
dletonian, Falmouth, Ky., a paper at
Murfreesboro, Tenn., and for 15 years
had been publisher of the Lawrenceburg
Press, Lawrenceburg, Ind. He sold his
interest in the Press about four months
ago and had retired from active business.

Mr. Williams is survived by his wife,
Mus. Ora Letton Williams, a son, George
E. Williams, and a grandson, Joe R.
Williams, II, all of Lawrenceburg.
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President’s Address
Reviews Year’s Progress

The president’s address is traditional
with the Kentucky Press Association
and the originator was smart enough to
get his say in first.

It seems from what I read in the pa-
pers that a presiding officer—if he gets
a break on his own program—is expect-
ed to discuss one or all of three sub-
jects: His own administration in glow-
ing terms, the war effort in a well-de-
fined manner and the effort to follow
on the heels of the war, giving his mood
free rein. No one is in a position to
contradict him.

As for the first, the period of my ad-
ministration has been notably success-
ful and progressive in the secretary-
manager’s domain on which Vic Port-
mann is to report later. So I dismiss it
with this little well-deserved plug for
Vic. As to the rest of it, the year has
been necessarily uneventful except that
I have repaired the only neglected de-
tail I can truthfully say my predecessor
left. That is this time-honored presi-
dent’s badge.

Passing on to the second topic, the
war — that certainly isn’t stale or ex-
hausted; yet T begin to suspect that by
this time you are acutely aware that
we are at war. Nevertheless, I cannot
forebear expressing again my profound
conviction that the- unity with which
our countrymen accepted unexpected
and unprecedented inconveniences and
temporary, partial deprivations is large-
ly to the credit of the country press.
What that unity required was under-
standing; timeliness was of the essence,
and your service was performed at the
outset when and when alone it could
prevent confusion. There is no dispute
about the job being done on the farm,
within the circulation area of every
rural newspaper. That’s been some ef-
fort on your part, too.

This brings us to the future outlook.
That’s pure speculation. Blueprints
projected into the unknown are enter-
taining but of no value. The need is
to prepare to meet whatever conditions
arise with a flexible mind individually
and a flexible organization collectively.

So far as I know, there is only one
region where a plan already is in op-
eration adaptable to the post-war era.
This is in the Tennessee Valley.
They’ve got a head start down there by
ten years with a typical example of
American genius, a resident federal co-
ordinator co-operating harmoniously

Please Turn To Page Four
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Kentucky Press Association Officers
Joe Richardson Times, Glasgow

President
... Independent, Ashland
Vice-President
Victor R. Portmann.._... _..U. of K., Lexington
Secretary-Manager
Executive Committee, Districts
Fred B. Wachs, Herald-Leader, Lexington (Sixth),
Chairman; First, Joe LaGore, Sun-Democrat, Padu-
cah; Second, John B. Gaines, Park City News, Bowl-
ing Green; Third, John H. Hoagland, Courier-Journal,
Louisville; Fourth, James M. Willis, Messenger, Bran-
denburg; Fifth, Virgil P. Sanders, News-Democrat,
Carrollton; Seventh, Walker W. Robinson, Herald,
Paintsville; Eighth, J. W. Heddon, Advocate, Mt. Ster-
ling; Ninth, Harold A. Browning, Republican, Wil-
liamsburg; Tyler Munford, Advocate, Morganfield,
State-at-Large; Seymour B. Goodman, Enterprise,
Elizabethtown, State-at-Large; Immediate Past Pres-
ident, Vance Armentrout, Courier-Journal, Louisville.
Kentucky Press Women’s Club
Miss Mary E. Hutton, Herald, Harrodsburg, President;
Miss Mildred Babbage, Breckenridge News, Cloverport,
First Vice President; Mrs, J. O. Young, Journal, Dixon,
Second Vice Pr t; Mrs. Mary di Powell,
Record, Stearns, Third Vice President; Mrs. J. R.
Wallace, Advertiser, Walton, Recording Secretary;
Miss Urith Lucas, Independent, Maysville, Corres-
ponding Secretary; Mrs. J. L. Bradley, Enterprise,

Chauncey Forgey.
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KPA 75th Anniversary
Celebration To Be Held

As 1944 marks the seventy-fifth year
since the founding of the Kentucky
Press Association in 1869, the mid-sum-
mer program will be devoted to cele-
bration of its diamond anniversary.
President Richardson appointed an
“old-timer” committee to arrange the
program with B. F. Forgey, Ashland In-
dependent, as chairman. Other mem-
bers of the committee include J. W. Wil-
lis, Irvington Herald, William L. Daw-
son, LaGrange Oldham Era, Vernon
Richardson, life member, D. M. Hutton,
Harrodsburg Herald, and Tom Wal-
lace, Louisville Times.
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New Papers Elected
To KPA Membership

Eight newspapers were elected to
membership in KPA at the mid-winter
meeting. Active members admitted in-
clude: Hazard Times, Charles N. Woot-
on, editor; Glasgow Republican, Wm.
H. Jones, editor; Fulton Daily Leader,
Hoyt Moore, editor; Cumberland News,
Burkesville, J. T. Shannon, editor; Bal-
lard Yeoman, Wickliffe, E. W. Wear,
editor; Cave City Progress, Embry News-
papers Inc;and Auburn Times, Percy
W. Hurt, editor. The War Cry, Atlanta,
Ga., Salvation Army publication, Brig-
adier Vincent Cunningham, editor, was
admitted to associate membership. The
Press joins in extending fellowship to
them. The KPA roster now numbers
over 150, the largest membership in its
history.

Continued From Page Three

with seven commonwealths in the heart
of the most radically state rights sec-
tion of the United States. T.V.A. is
about the only thing I know of on
which Franklin D. Roosevelt and Her-
bert Hoover agree.

My imagination was fired as it never
had been before by Mr. Hoover’s ac-
ceptance speech at Stanford University
August 11, 1928, when he advocated the
co-ordinated development of water-
sheds, combining flood control, naviga-
tion and power dams, cheap rural elec-
trification and a synthesis of industrial
and agricultural economy, all to im-
prove the living conditions of the in-
habitants.

I was interested enough to go down
there to see what was going on, especi-
ally to study the general policy of ad-
ministration on which the perpetuity
of the experiment depends. I surprised
them when they asked what I wanted
to see first. I told them I wanted to see
farmers who had been evicted from the
Clinch and Powell River bottoms above
Norris Dam.

They referred me to the Tennessee
Experiment Station where I was turn-
ed over to a field agent who took me to
Tazewell. From there a farm agent ac-
companied me on a round of calls. I
got to see the administration of the
Tennessee Valley Authority from the
point of view of the person who had
the most plausible reason to resent its
intrusion. And, paradoxically, T.V.A.
wasn’t visible from that point. Those
farmers—the most prosperous, progres-
sive and best satisfied small farmers I
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ever met—are No more conscious of
present of the Authority than we g
in Louisville.

I am not concerned here, howeyy|
with T.V.A. as a sort of social cataly/
in the valley, stimulating research gyl
invention and enabling small farmg
to enrich their own lives. The Naj
ville Tennessean recently made a g
vey of the situation on the other s
of Monteagle from the Cumberla,
Valley where Nashville is located, [
saw the Tennessee watershed dotte
with new industries, not concentratef
at Knoxville and Chattanooga but di
persed from Harriman on the railroy
south of Somerset to Elizabethton i
the angle of Virginia and North Can|
lina. And the Tennessean is convinc
this is no transient war boom. Indu
trial development is there to stay.

It was at Elizabethton, Tenness
that Herbert Hoover virtually designat
ed the Tennessee Valley for the experi
ment on October 6, 1928. I refer
T.V.A. and its anticipation becaus
that was a great engineer speaking
about watershed development, an en
gineer with a vision as well as knowl
edge of geography and economics: ani!
it is to men with technical knowledg(
practical experience and vision we shall
have to turn in peace as we have i
war. “Cost plus” won’t repair the dam
age and open the way to a better fi
ture. The profit motive alone won!
serve on this new battlefront, either
That wasn’t all Henry Kaiser brought
to bear on speeded-up production. H|
told his engineers what he wanted anl
gave them the green light, while com
petitors were operating in their olf
familiar groove, restraining the initi
tive of their technicians because stock .
holders wouldn’t approve the expenst!
of discarding outmoded methods th
were returning satisfactory dividends

We all do what we are pleased to
our thinking in a groove, worn smoo[!l
by long custom. That’s why the Nak
took the tank, invented by Lieutenal
Colonel E. D. Swinton, of the British|
Royal Engineers, and the Wright broth
ers’ airplane and overran western B
rope. The Germans were blasted ol
of their groove by the last war and It
aftermath. And that's why I believe 1
can look for changes. We have beclf
heaved out of our groove by this erif|
tion. Wars are stimulating to the I
itiative, though T.V.A. has shown ©
that there are better, cheaper, pleasant
er ways of stimulating them by
structive instead of destructive ent,
prise.
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The antecedents of the German blitz
are instructive. Some sixty years ago
Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan, author
of the “Influence of Sea Power on His-
wory,” made this acute observation: The
])rinciplcs of strategy and tactics never
change but weapons do and it is the
duty of military authorities to study
new weapons as to their limitations and
their adaptability to the principles of
strategy and tactics. The Germans
aren’t smarter than other people. They
just happened to be on the receiving
end of a French tank break-through at
the second battle of the Marne. French
armored crews got through for seven
miles and the German officers realized
that all that saved them from disaster
was a French failure to synchronize the
main force with the speed of the tanks
10 exploit the break-through behind the
German lines.

But let us not be too hard on the mil-
itary; they are not the only ones who
think in a groove. Take a look at the
revolution of the Nineties in the field
of journalism and the consequences.
Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph
Heart demonstrated, in a race for cir-
culation, that an independent city daily
has a larger reservoir of prospective sub-
scribers to draw upon than the party
organ has. The latter, indeed, had al-
ready demonstrated that the party or-
gan inevitably retrogrades into a fac-
tional organ, further circumscribing its
dientele. Pulitzer and Hearst surround-
ed themselves with the highest priced,
highest powered newspaper talent in the
country. The next step after getting
the subscribers was obvious. They edu-
cated advertisers to buy circulation in-
stead of space; and thie trail of the last
half century is strewn with the remains
of newspapers whose publisher didn’t
learn the lesson.

.Therc was a sequel to the emancipa-
tion of the national press. At least it
15 a coincidence that subsequently we
put into practice the platforms of all
the third parties since the Jeffersonians
split into Whigs and Democrats. Give
‘h(‘. two rival pioneers of Yellow Jour-
“all.sm their due. We changed the
.Umled States Senate from a “Million-
dires” Club” into a popular assemblage
Iesponsible directly to the people, se-
("‘r?(l the popular primary and woman
Suffrage, and the rest followed.

Berea College has caught the idea.
A trustee offers prizes every year for the
Products of constructive thinking. The
Sudents recite half a day and work half
U day. They think while they work—
about their work. One }-'czlr, [ remem-
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ber, a boy employed on the campus de-
vised a more economical way of gather-
ing leaves, a freshman girl in the office
discovered a convenience in filing, an-
other in the household industries in-
vented an improvement on the bobbin.
That’s genuine thinking.

We've got to release the brains of
this country’ which think about some-
thing besides squeezing out a little
more profit. For instance, a big hold-
ing company fought T.V.A. to the Su-
preme Court, trying to force it to de-
liver government power to a private
monopoly at the dam site. It lost. Now
the operating units of that corporation
in the Tennessee Valley make more
money than ever, selling cheap T.V.A.
current and appliances, for which rural
clectrification provides a market.

There’s a kind of moral to that. We
ought to know by this time that what
is good for all is best for each of us in
the long run. Civilization started out
with a perfect moral code for its guid-
ance. Beyond the Mediterranean in an
arid, not particularly favored region of
flat roofs and clear sky, we received
both our religion and mathematics, a
guide to conduct and the numerals
with which to figure things out in a
practical manner, and both from the
heavens over head. I wish the Sunday
school teacher would take the kids out
sometime and show them the stars the
psalmist talked about. That's part of
everybody’s environment up there and
it’s fine for the sense of proportion. I
don’t understand how people can think
so much of God and be so inconsiderate
of His handiwork.

Then I wish they'd teach geography
from the skin out as underfoot and all
around us. We try to understand the
infinite without looking at it and un-
derstand other people in other geo-
graphical environments without under-
standing our own environment and its
influence on us, our customs, standard
of living and institutions. At the very
least, we should recognize that they do
have an influence and we are not so
entirely different from the rest of God’s
chilluns.

I'm afraid the trouble with our ego
and selfishness is that we have tried to
drag Jehovah and geography both in-
side and slam the door on them; but I
believe they're both still outdoors. I
know geography is, if Raymond Clap-
per doesn’t. Illustrating the necessity
for world collaboration, he said we're
all locked up in a room together."What
a_characteristic metaphor for a fellow
who studied geography in a closed room
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with a lot of other kids, some of whom
he liked and some he didn’t. If little
Raymond’s Sunday school teacher had
shown him the firmament, he would
have realized that we’re all spinning
around in space on a tiny cinder.

And yet they say travel in broaden-
ing. Humanity has made a good many
trips around the sun together, and it’s
been about the rowdyest excursion
crowd the universe has ever witnessed.

I just mention these as some of the
commonplace realities our self-acknowl-
edged realists are prone to overlook.

I called something social a few min-
utes ago. This would be a unique gath-
ering if someone present didn’t shud-
der inwardly at the sound of it. We
shall be back to sign language if we
don’t quit destroying words. You can’t
use the words, isolation, intervention,
left, right, radical, reactionary, liberal,
or conservative anymore without danger
of being misunderstood, if you don’t
insult anybody.

Social refers to human society, the
people collectively, and that embraces
all the people of the world. World
peace is a problem of human society, a
social, not a political, question. Hu-
man society existed before governments
and still exists above and beyond gov-
ernments, which are simply the instru-
ments of society. If that isn’t so, then
our Declaration of Independence is a
lying, fraudulent document. If all men
don’t come into this world on a plane
ol equality and go out of it on a plane
of equality, I don’t know what equality
means. Government by the consent of
the governed’—government of, by and
for the people—is certainly an agency of
human society; for people in the ag-
oregate constitute society. That is also
government by “social compact,” as our
French mentors who inspired the Dec-
laration phrased it. The “general wel-
fare,” for which the people “formed a
more perfect union,” is social welfare.
And so is peace on earth.

Let’s get back in geography with the
rest of mankind. This war is going to
end like all the others with the same
land and the same peoples on it that
it started out with.

We've got to get along with the
neighbors in a shrinking world. One
more war is about the limit of the al-
lotment for our European relatives be-
fore they go the way of the ancient
Greeks, also all of a breed who couldn’t
get along together. And this next war
would be likely to develop into a racial
struggle for supremacy. That’s why we'd

Please Turn To Page Seven
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140 ‘Outposts’ That Help
Food Fight For Freedom

*

There are two reasons why the job of feeding America at war
this year is more challenging than ever. The goal is higher. The
obstacles are greater.

One of the major agencies that will work unstintingly at this job,
in cooperation with the farmers of America, is the A & P system
of field and terminal offices throughout the United States—140
of them in the fresh fruit and vegetable field alone.

Into these offices flows authoritative information about market
conditions, crop outlook, and consumer préferences—the daily
facts essential to producer and distributor. Through these of-
fices, thousands of producers send their food to millions of con-
sumers. Because of these offices more food is purchased and
moved efficiently into consumption—with a dramatic saving of
time, labor and cost.

Every American knows that food is one of the most critical
weapons of battle. The more efficiently it is distributed, the
more effectively it fights for freedom. That is why every mem-
ber of the A & P organization—from our field offices through
our factories, warehouses and stores—is pledged to keep on do-
ing the most efficient job of food distribution in America.

*
A & P FOOD STORES

- P
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Continued From Page Five
better not weary of the contest until
we set China up in business over there.
We're driving toward the conclusion
of this war with something the world
never had before: Three great self-cen-
tered countries, each all of a piece: Rus-
§a, China and the United States—and
we can include Canada and Mexico on

1) our side. Our size, diversity of resources
| and domestic markets make us peace-

able. That condition will prevail in
Russia and China. They will be demo-
aatic or fall apart and the enemy seems
10 have attended to that for them. The
Chinese suspended a civil war to resist
invasion. The impact of invasion on

| Russia has welded a dozen races with

150 languages or dialects into a con-
scious nationalism a thousand years of
peaceful evolution could have produc-
ed. The people, too, have had elemen-
tary democratic training. Remoteness
from central authority, by force of cir-
cumstances, conferred local autonomy
on them.

You may note that in both Russia
and China the revolutionary process

. has developed indigenous forms of gov-

ernmental structure different from any
other, but fitted to their respective con-
ditions and customs. Our own pattern
has never worked anywhere but here.

We have social problems at home,
also; for all political, moral and eco-
nomic questions are social in their ov-
erall aspect. We know what element
of human society is disturbing; the one
with the least to lose by disturbance.
We know why Mexican bandits and
Chinese warlords could recruit armies;
their followers could eat that way.
Whatever the moral backbone of Chin-
ese resistance may be, the backbone of
her military resistance is that the army
is fed. Food, clothing and shelter, as
the existence of O.P.A. reminds us, re-
main the prime needs of mankind ev-
crywhere. All issues are resolved in the
human mind on the question whether
we shall be better off under the status
quo or a change. The farmer prospers
in direct ration to the proportion of
Square meals consumed every day.

The part the press has to play in the
futur? is not in every case or on every
Occasion inevitably one of spectacular
dgitation. There are things to be done
tverywhere and more than one way of
df)}ng' them. There are public-spirited
atizens everywhere, forward-looking

and resourceful, many rural organiza-

[A‘Om these days where ideas incubate.
A newspaper can do a lot to put talent
and leadership to work if the attitude
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of mind is that of service to the com-
munity.

Philosophically, I guess, the happiest
position is midway between cynicism
and optimism. The trouble with the
cynic is that he never sees anything but
the shortcomings of accomplishment.
The trouble with the optimist is that
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he is bound to be disappointed. En-
courage the best and expect the worst,
and life will be one unending succes-
sion of delightful surprises at how well
cverything always turns out.

Just To Remind You—
1944 Dues Are Due

Authoritative!

accurate

More than 26 years the accepted VAL-
UATION GUIDE for all classes of
printed matter.
substitute for the . . .

FRANKLIN

Porte Publishing Company
Salt Lake City 5, Utah

because it’s clear, concise, and

There is no effective

PRINTING CATALOG
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easy rules

A healthy Linotype is a sweet piece
of machinery—and there are three
easy rules to follow:

1) Keep it clean

2) Keep it properly lubricated

3) Keep it in good adjustment
This is only plain common sense and
the results pay good dividends—
quite aside from the satisfaction of

freedom from mechanical worries.

]
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Linotype Spartan Medium
and Metrolite No. 2
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JOHNNY
ON HIS OWN

When Johnny Oxley was only nine, and his brother
Meyer twelve, their father died. A year later, their
mother died, too. The orphaned boys took the money
that was left them, bought a 260-acre farm and worked
it like men.

In 1939, John Oxley joined the Calf Club and
bought a steer to feed. He did so well that he won a
first prize at the International Stock Show in Chicago.
So John has been feeding steers every year since and
has  collected 55 ribbons at local, state and national
shows.

When an orphan boy can stand on his own feet
and win success at 17, opportunity is still very much
alive in the United States of America.

The same determination under difficulties that
produced businesslike John Oxley also produced the
business-managed electric companies. Like John with
his first calf, they once began with a few short lines.

Often they could offer only limited service—spe-
cial ironing hours on Tuesdays, for instance. But men
with vision and courage stuck to the job—dug holes
and set poles—and gained customers while giving bet-
ter and better service at lower and lower cost.

Today, war has provided spectacular proof of the
value of this American system. American farmers and
business men alike—faced with the same shortages of
men and machinery—are still delivering more food,
more electric power, more munitions than the world
has ever seen before.

Theirs is a common cause—to preserve and pro-
tect the American system of initiative and opportunity
that has worked so long, so well.

REDDY KILOWATT

your electrical servant

KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY

Incorporated

A Tax Paying Utility Under Federal and State Regulation
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