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SG president’s anti-Muslim e-mail draws fire

mail and how they would move for- which Ahmed said had a malicious |
ward, said College Democrats Presi- tone and was full of disrespect for
dent Robert Kahne. Students agreed Obama, Muslims and atheists

Excerpts from the e-mail

Below are passages from the chain e-mail Nick

Phelps forwarded message blasting

Barack Obama, Muslims to colleagues

By Juliann Vachon
jvachon@kykernel.com

Student leaders are voicing con-
cern about an e-mail Student Govern-
ment President Nick Phelps forward-
ed to an SG listserv last month that
describes presidential hopeful Barack
Obama as a Muslim and derides the
religion

The e-mail states, “The Muslims
have said they plan on destroying the
USS. from the inside out, what better
way 1o start than at the highest level

through the President of the Unit-
ed States, one of their own!” The
words Muslim, atheist, radical and
Christian were highlighted through-
out the e-mail

Phelps admitted to sending the
message — which had his name and
his Student Body President and
Board of Trustees member titles at-
tached at the end — through the SG

listserv goes to at least seven mem-
bers of SG. Phelps said his intention
was to spark discussion about the
presidential candidates.

“It’s not my opinion, and it’s not
even fact,” Phelps said yesterday
“My SGA executive committee
knows that.”

“The purpose was to talk about
how ridiculous it was and how it’s

student diversity leader
Patrick Nally said regardless of
Phelps’ intention, the e-mail was in-
appropriate and sparked a number of
upset students to contact him.

“It’s not necessarily his opinion,
but why aren’t student leaders think-
ing about what is wrong with this e-
mail?” said Nally, a student who
works in the Office of Multicultural
Student Affairs.

Students gathered Monday at a
closed meeting organized by an un-

to keep the administrator
and everything that hap-
pened at the meeting confi-
dential. Kahne said that
while he respects the deci-
sion to keep the meeting
confidential, public dia-
logue would be more bene-
ficial

Kahne said he was ex-
tremely disappointed with
Phelps and his actions. The
incident is one of several events on
campus recently that have exhibited
intolerance of diversity, he said.

“I think the best thing for Nick to
do would be to resign; I think this
merits that type of reaction,” Kahne
said. “This type of ignorance and
slander merits his removal. It is an
abuse of his office.”

Yahya Ahmed, president of UK's
Muslim Student Association, also
said he was disheartened to see that
Phelps, a student-elected leader,

Phelps

The myth that Obama has
deep Muslim ties has spread
conservative
shows and mass e-mails since
he came to the political spot-
light but has been discredited
widely by journalists, acade-

through

mics and others.

‘The e-mail was blatantly

talk

Phelps forwarded to his SG executive cabinet. He
said he did not write or alter contents of the e-mail.

8 °1f you do ot ever forward anything else, please fos
four contacts...this is very scary to think

of what lies ahe: us here in our

States..better heed this and pray about it

B “Obama takes the fact that he

it that, ‘He wa:

at care o conc

fal: Ahmed said. “It does-

n’t promote discussion of any
nature unless it is meant as a
joke or for people who might actual-

ly buy into its message.”

College campuses are designed to

make it appear that he is not a radical

@ “Barack Hussein Obama has
of Christ in an attempt to down

promote _open-mindedness, Ahmed

said, but UK campus culture does not
always foster a sense of acceptance
Many UK students come from
white backgrounds
and were not exposed to many Mus-
Americans

predominantly

lims or even

African

growing up, Ahmed said
“Students have certain reserva-

executive committee listserv. The

SUPER
TUESDAY

As the polls close,
students gather
for armchair analysis

By Kenny Colston

keolston@kykernel.com

While thousands of people were casting votes in border-
to-border primaries, a small group of UK students was de-
bating election issues in Patterson Office Tower last night

Although 24 states held primaries and caucuses yester-

Kentucky’s primary is not until May 20. Watching as al-
most half the states cast votes for party nominations had
history professor Phil Harling excited to vote himself

“We're still in the analytic mode,” Harling said
“We’re not participating, but I was itching to vote.”

Other students said they would like to head to the polls
earlier in Kentucky in future years.

“I would like to see our primary moved up to Super
Tuesday,” said Keri Borden, a biology and topical studies
sophomore

In past years, Kentucky voters have felt that they
would receive more attention from presidential candidates
if they could vote in the primaries when the race was still
undecided, said Donald Gross, chair of UK's political sci
ence department, on Monday. But when the state tried hav-
ing a Super Tuesday primary in 1988, the results didn’t
live up to expectations.

“The last time Kentucky moved up to Super Tuesday
for exactly that reason, it didn’t work out that way,” Gross
said, adding that Super Tuesday tends to mean minimal
personal attention from each candidate because so many
states are contested at the same time.

One student watching results come in last night said
she changed her voter registration to participate in yester-
day’s primaries through an absentee ballot. Chelsea Dar-
nell, a Kentucky native, registered to vote in Georgia after
her parents moved there a few months ago. Damnell, a po-
litical science, economics and international relations
sophomore, said she wanted her voice heard earlier.

Even though most of the students could not vote, they
were closely tracking the races online, something they at-
tributed to convenience and onal choice.

“I like to use the Internet,” said Joe Tarantino, a chem-
ical engineering sophomore. “I can research on my own
time and don’t have to rely on the media.”

Other students embraced the social networking site
Facebook, which has started featuring political coverage
through a partnership with ABC News.

“It has the ability to get people my age involved,” Bor-
den said. “It’s a good combo, in the fact that everyone has
and uses Facebook.”

Even though many Kentuckians were on the sidelines
during yesterday’s process, the Super Tuesday results were
not going to influence some students’ preferences.

“I'll stay with my candidate unless they drop out,” said
Jessalyn Ubellacker, a biology and international relations
sophomore. “But these votes won't influence me.”

€0 | STAFF
Sophomores Joe Tarantino, right, and Brad Sturdivant, center,
talk with history professor Phil Harling, left, while watching
election results last night at Patterson Office Tower.
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named administrator to discuss the e-

helped distribute the false message,

From coast to coast, 24 states held presidential primaries
yesterday as part of the largest Super Tuesday in U.S. history.

For all the talk of which candidates took which states, the real

race is based on

delegates, who will ultimately choose the

presidential field at nominating conventions later this year.

And when it comes to delegates, yesterday was the mother lode:

Democrats were
Republican side,

competing for 1,681 delegates, and on the
1,081 were up for grabs.

[l States with both parties holding a primary or caucus on Super Tuesday
[ States with a Democratic caucus [l States with a Republican caucus

Hillary
Clinton
New York
senator

CcO

izona
Arkansas
Californi
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Kansas
Massachusetts
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Dakota
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Utah
West Virginia
Results as of 11:30 p.m.

Barack

Obama
Illinois

senator

Mike
Huckabee
former Ark

governor
|

5 37 18
7 Not available
51 L

20

4“4

19

52
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2

Primary on May 27
48
Caucus on Feb. 9

@

2

3
Primary on June 3 2
54 a4 56
2 3 Primary on June 3
57 40
37 61
55
56
a0

John
McCain
Arizona
senator

Mitt
Romney
former Mass
governor

kil
38
56
Primary on May 10

Numbers in bold represent races called for that candidate.

See Phelps on page 3
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 Boyd, Jewell
halls closing
next year

By Jill Laster
laster@kykernel.com
UK plans to close two of its 22
next year because of low student occupancy, saving
University Housing about $300.000 in the process

Boyd and Jewell halls on North Campus will not
reopen next year, said Ben Crutcher, associate vice
president of auxiliary services

“The main reason Jewell came to the top of the
stack is the 60 percent occupancy, and that it has no air
conditioning,” Crutcher said in a meeting with Jewell
Hall residents last night

Crutcher said for the housing program to not lose
money, residence halls need to be at least 90 percent
occupied. This year, an average of 61 percent of Jewell
Hall's 108 beds were used. An ave of 82 perce
Boyd Hall's 137 beds were used. The money save
the closings will pay resident advisers, m.
staff and other departmental costs, Crutcher said

What will be done with Boyd and Jewell halls is
not known yet, Crutcher said. If enough people apply
to university housing, some will be placed in Jewell
Hall until new spaces open up. A high number of
housing applications might mean Jewell or Boyd halls
would have to reopen for the 2009-10 school year

“At some point and time, the building will be va
cant, and we'll work with the university on how it
should be used,” Crutcher said.

Fewer maintenance workers and RAs will be
needed for North Campus. but no current staff mem
bers will lose their jobs as a result, Crutcher said. Em
ployees on North Campus may be moved to some
where different on campus

Jewell and Boyd hall residents reapplying to hous
ing will receive high priority for their second option
They can also change their dormitory preferences by
going to the University 125
Funkhouser Building

Boyd is one of the two residence halls that house
most Honors Program students. Honors students meet
ing the March 1 priority deadline will be placed in the
other, air-conditioned Honors Program dorm, Patter
son Hall, or in nearby Holmes Hall

The Honors Program uses a classroom in Boyd
about one hour a week and is looking for a replace
ment room, Crutcher said

Boyd also has the only computer
Campus. UK's Information Technology department
has already been informed of the change, and the lab
may be moved to one of the other halls on campus.
Crutcher said.

Since many students use the computer lab in Boyd
Hall to print, University Housing is looking at setting
up a network printer elsewhere that would allow wire
less users to print, Crutcher said

Kevin Wieman, a Jewell Hall resident who heard
Crutcher speak last night, said his grandmother was
one of the first people to move into Jewell Hall after it
was built in 1939

Living in Jewell this year has fostered a sense of
community, and Wieman said he would miss it

“We have dinner every Sunday.” said Wieman, a
mechanical engineering junior. “For the most part, it's
a real family thing.”

residence halls

Housing  office in

ab on Nortt

KRISTIN SHERRARD | STAFF
North Campus residence halls Boyd Hall, left, and Jewel
Hall will not reopen next year, UK announced yesterday
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Three weeks after being
hospitalized, Spears
seeks professional aid
for her “mental issues.”
But will she stick with the
program?

By Joey Bartolomeo

After months of increasingly

erratic behavior most recent

ly, dating a paparazzo, speaking

with a British accent and blow
ing off key custody hearings
Britney Spears appears to be
coming to her senses

On The View on Jan
Barbara Walters shared details
of a phone conversation she had
with Spears’ close friend and
manager, Sam Lutfi

He said that Britney is suf
fering from what he describes as
mental issues,” said Walters
He said that she has been
psychiatrist and that she, 1 &
sume, is starting some kind of
treatment

This jibes with a report on
X17online.com that, on January
25, the singer spent an hour at
the home of Santa Monica
Calif.-based psychiatrist Debo
rah Nadel

(The photo agency main
tains a close relationship with
the star.)

But according to
the treatment didn’t get off to a
She didn't really
want to be there,” says the
source. “She had an attitude
about it and was not taking it se
riously

source

at start

University of

Analyze This

So what made Spears, 26
bother to go at all? Perhaps a de
sire to regain custody of her
sons, Sean, 2, and Jayden, 16
months, who have been living
with their father, Kevin Feder
line, 29.

(Spears — who hasn’t seen
her boys in three weeks
showed up for a Jan. 23 emer
gency custody hearing but never
entered the courtroom; the judge
did not restore her visitation
privileges, but she is allowed
phone contact.)

Says the insider, “She really
does want to get her kids back,
but it's hard to get through to
her because she thinks she
knows best.”

Any treatment will take
time, but the impulsive starlet

already made one break

gh: “She stayed for the en
tire session and didn’t storm
out.” says the source of the
meeting with Nadel. “Everyone
is hoping this woman will be
able to break her down and get
through to her.”

What's the Prognosis?

Even with therapy on her
schedule, Spears, who is still
dating  photographer  Adnan
Ghalib hasn't slowed down. She
hit Millennium Dance Complex
three times in one week, where
she worked on new moves
(“I've never seen her more fo-
cused,” owner Robert Baker
tells Us.)

On January 27, she revisited
the Hustler Hollywood store in

entucky Bands

see blue.

West Hollywood, where, back in
November, she had stripped
down to her underwear and
shoplifted a wig. She even took
time to weigh in albeit
strangely — on Heath Ledger’s
death: “He’s still here. Oh, yes.
No one -ever really dies,” she
told  photographers

with a British accent. *

Indeed, the road to recovery
could be a rocky one. As Us
Weekly went to press, on the
night of January 28, Spears’ dad,
Jamie, and her estranged
Louisiana-based mother, Lynne,
arrived at their daughter’s Bev-
erly Hills home, with photogra:
phers and reporters clustered
outside the gates. Joining them
was Lutfi and Nadel. The mis-
sion? To persuade the sin
enter an in-patient psychiatric
facility. But, according to wit-
nesses, an unwilling Spears
sncaked away and summoned
Ghalib to pick her up

Adnan: Kiss and Tell

Boyfriend or betrayer?
That’s what viewers of Enter
tainment Tonight and The Insid-
er were left wondering after the
shows began airing exclusive in-
terviews with Spears’ photogra-
pher beau, Adnan Ghalib, on
January 22. He admitted their
monthiong romance is sexual
and said that Spears is “not
crazy.” Though Ghalib did share
with the shows voice mails from
Spears, a close source denies a
British tab report that he is also
trying to sell -videos: “There are
no videos. They don't exist.”
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PHELPS

Continued from page 1

tions and negative stereotypes, and a mes:
sage like this only reinforces those negative
notions they already have,” he said

Pat Terrell, vice president for Student Af
fairs at UK, said in a statement yesterday
that the e-mail was “deeply disappointing

“It perpetuated offensive stereotypes re
garding race, religion and ethnicity that have
no place in civil discourse or on a university
campus where values of tolerance and mutu
al respect should be cherished,” Terrell said
in the statement. “While not a violation of
student code, and therefore not a discipli
nary matter, this incident is one that we take
seriously.”

Phelps said as soon as he discover
the e-mail offended a student, he regretted
his decision to forward it

In Phelps’ weekly column in the Kernel
yesterday, he apologized to anyone who
felt offended by an e-mail sent to his exec
utive staff, but did not specify the e-mail's
contents

“I sent apology
asked students to

Cats hope to

By Travis Waldron
twaldron@kykernel.com

notes and in my mhlml\
come meet with me,

Jeff Lebo needs a doctor. Not your regu
lar M.D. with a corner office in downtown
Aubumn, Ala

With only seven scholarship players and
just one starter taller than 6-foot-5, Auburn’s
head coach needs someone more powerful
than a doctor. Lebo needs a miracle worker

For a team that was already picked to
finish near the bottom of the Southeastern
Conference, the Tigers have experienced a
hoard of bad news this season. But facing a
UK squad that has had its fair share of in.
jury issues as well, Lebo is expecting no let
up from the Cats
*(UK’s) short-handed is usually different
than Auburn’s short-handed.” Lebo said
“They’ve had guys out, but we've got to
have guys out for very long periods of
time

All of that appears to be good news for
freshman forward Patrick Patterson and the
UK offense

Patterson, who leads
points and 7.9 rebounds per game, will face
an Auburn team that ranks dead last in the
SEC in field goal defense, blocked shots and
total rebounds

During his weekly teleconference Mon
day afternoon, Lebo acknowledged that he
had no idea how the Tigers would stop Pat.
terson

“(Patterson is) pretty scary,” Lebo said
“He’s constantly working, he's constantly
putting you in predicaments, whether you're
going o play in front of him, whether
you're going to play behind him. That's an

UK with 17.1

Phelps said. “I'm sure they’d understand if
they talked to me.”

Phelps’ invitation to come meet with
him is not enough, said Nally, who was at
the meeting Monday. Nally said Phelps
should set up a forum and give those who
might be too intimidated to walk into the SG
president’s office alone a chance to share
their opinions.

Students are planning other events to
voice their concerns. Kahne said the Col.
lege Democrats met yesterday to discuss the
incident and will deliver an open letter to
Phelps today

At least two events were announced on
Facebook yesterday, both of which call for a
sit-in at tonight's full Senate meeting at 8 in
the Student Center. The events are titled
“Stand Up to Hate and Bigotry™ and “UK
sit-in against Nick Phelps’ Anti-Muslim re
marks.”

One SG executive committee member
said the situation has been blown out of pro-
portion. Tyler Fleck, director of constituency
services and member of the executive com
mittee, said SG members often use the list
serv for forwards from the members’ parents
and friends.

SG Vice President Brittany Langdon
said the listserv is often used for political

Wednesday, February 6, 2008 | PAGE 3

discussion, such as Kentucky's November
gubernatorial election and presidential pri
maries and caucuses this year

We're in SG, we're naturally very po-
litical people, and we have people who are
on very opposite sides of the political spec
trum,” Langdon said. “I'm a huge Barack
Obama supporter, and I've seen that e-mail
a million times, and I know that’s not how
Nick feels.”

Langdon said members of the executive
committee use the listserv to stay in con
stant contact with each other. Phelps used
his personal e-mail account to send the
message specifically to other SG members
thro the listserv, Langdon said, and
many people have misconstrued the situa
tion, thinking Phelps sent the message to
the entire student body

“People have concemns, and those con
cerns are very real,” she said. “Everyone
makes mistakes, and he really does regret it.”

“He has said he’s sorry, and sometimes
you get to a point where
admit your flaws.

all you can do is

overpower depleted Tigers
te)

UK vs. Auburn
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Beard-Eaves-Memorial Coliseum
in Aubum, Ala
TV: RAYCOM (WKVT 27 in Lexington)

ON THE WEB: Meu 's basketball injury
report and more UK sports coverage
www.kykernel.com

area of concern for us.”

But stopping Patterson
Auburn’s only problem

A lack of size has turned Aubum into a
perimeter-oriented team on offense
Lebo said Auburn’s scoring is now predicat
ed on slashing to the basket and getting to
the foul line or getting hot
pointers. But Auburn doesn’t do either all
that well

Only South Carolina has attempted few
er than Auburn’s 351 free throws, and at
64.1 percent, the Tigers are 10th in the SEC
in free throw percentage. And though
Auburn is second in the conference in field
goal percentage. the Tigers are eighth in 3
point shooting at just 35 percent

The Cats have found a perimeter offense
making 14-0f-25
tempts in the past two games, including 8
of-11 from senior guard Joe Crawford. That
appears to be more bad news for the Tigers
who rank 11th in the SEC in 3-point de
fense.

With Aubumn’s lack of size inside and its
es to defend the ball outside, head

won't  be

and

and firing 3

themselves, 3-point at

strug;

coach Billy Gillispie said the Cats need to
exploit both weaknesses to fully take advan
of either
I think those
The reason we've g

more shots is he ball in
side. I think that’s why we've been shooting
the ball better is bec
side-out just a little bit better

Auburn has suffered from an assortment
of problems, from academic issues to in
juries and medical conditions that have rav-
aged its roster and left Lebo reeling. Four of
the five front-line players Lebo expected to
have before this s
problem that's changed the
plan almost entirely

Our whole

20 together.” Gillispie
said started making

we're getti

wse we're playing in

son aren’t playing, a
Tigers” game
front line is Lebo
Defensively and around the rim area
we can’t alter a lot of things there

Auburn’s roster troubles started in the
fall, when recruit Tyrell Lynch, a forward
failed to qualify academically and never en
Auburn. Then, Josh Dollard and
ar Sylla were forced to take redshirts
and forward Korvoteny

2 scorer, hasn't

29 due 10 a broken hand

With both teams facing injury problem
Gillispie said his team must come out and
match Auburn’s intensity. But Auburn has
lost 22 of the past 23 meetings with UK., and

UK's shortcomings  this

Lebo noted that the name on the front of the
jersey still carries weight
still Kentucky
They're still finding ways to win

gone
said

rolled at
Boul
because of injuries
Barber, the
played since

despite season

They're Lebo said

the ko
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Phelps can't duck
public scrutiny
over hateful e-mail

Now is not the time for Student
Government President Nick Phelps to
£0 on the defensive.

> made a major mistake in using
the SG executive committee listserv to
pass along an inflammatory anti-Mus
lim e-mail, and he needs to answer to
students who are
rightly upset

Offering to
meet with con
cerned students in
dividually, as
Phelps did in a
Kemel column yes.
terday. is not
enoug espe.
cially when the
column gave scant
details about the
source of the con-
troversy

By proposing one-on-one meetings
instead of a public forum, Phelps
seems o be assuming the number of
students offended by the e-mail is
small enough that he can reassure each
of them individually

But the e-mail is a public issue
and Phelps should address it publicly
The most appropriate venue would be
a well-advertised open forum where
students could air their concerns and
discuss how to move forward

And it is presumptuous of Phelps
to ask offended students to reach out to

Phelps made a major
mistake in using a SG
listserv to pass along an
anti-Muslim e-mail,
and he needs t0 anSWer  official, Phelps must
to students who are
rightly upset

ing the wounds he helped open
Phelps said yesterday that his for.
warding of the ¢-mail — which says,
The Muslims have said they plan on
destroying the U.S. from the inside
out” was not an endorsement of its
content, but merely an attempt to spark
discussion about the
presidential candi
dates among SG ex
ecutive officers
Even so, his ac
tions reflect a star-
tling lack of profe
sionalism, to say the
least. As an elected

know that his ac-
tions, including
those outside his for-
mal duties as SG
president, are subject
1o public scrutiny

Sending an inflammatory ¢-mail
without any kind of disclaimer or ex-
planation is grossly irresponsible. As
any e-mail user knows, no message is
completely private, and people’s inten
tions are all t0o easy to misinterpret

It should have occurred to Phelps
that passing along a hateful e-mail with
out context could have consequences far
outside his immediate social circle. If it
didn’t, then the lessons of this week
have been a long time in coming

Now, for the campus’ sake — and

him for his reassurances. As the stu his own — he needs to acknowledge
dent body’s elected representative, he  the harm he’s done and begin repair.
should take the first step toward heal-  ing it

M LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SG president’s e-mail smear was a disgrace

Recently at the University of Kentucky, Nick Phelps, our Student Govern
ment president, circulated a false and racist e-mail about Sen. Barack Obama on
one of the student listservs. We, as students of UK, must hold Nick responsible
for his intolerant and discriminatory behavior

For those of you who have not read the e-mail, I will give a brief description
It falsely claims that Barack Obama is a Muslim and suggests that he is part of an
Islamic plot to take over the United States. The e-mail makes other false claims
about Obama, saying he went to an Islamic Wahhabi school (a school that teaches
radical beliefs), he will not say the pledge of allegiance, he was swomn in on the
Koran, and so on. Factcheck.org dispels these rumors

I am most bothered by the fact that the writer of the e-mail links being a
Muslim with being a terrorist. Myths and misconceptions such as this one only
perpetuate prejudice and discrimination. After 9/11, many American citizens who
were Muslim were attacked because of their ethnicity and/or religion. These hate
crimes occurred because many Americans are uneducated about different groups
of people outside the dominant white, heterosexual Christian norm. The truth is
that Muslims are like all other individuals of faith. They believe in peace, love
and justice. It is wrong for anyone to portray them otherwise

Therefore, we. both the students and the administration, must hold this stu
dent leader accountable for the slanderous e-mail. Nick Phelps’ actions symboli
cally represent the racist and discriminatory actions that occur on this campus and
throughout the country everyday, and they will continue if students do not de
mand institutional change

Short term, we need to educate the rest of the student body about the discrim
ination that Muslims and other minorities face at UK, across the state and across
the nation

I encourage everyone to learn about Islam and Muslims. In fact, the Muslim
Student Association on campus is hosting an event to educate students about Is
lam on Thursday. Please take advantage of this opportunity. We all have freedom
of religion, and no American should be stigmatized, misrepresented or targeted
due 1o religion. As a community, let us show that we respect all people of faith
and people of various backgrounds

Taneshia House

Submissions
Send a guest column or letter to the editor to Opinions Editor Linsen Li. Be sure
to include your full name, class, major and phone number (for confirmation).

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com

Columnists Needed

The Kernel is looking for columnists, especially whose with an interest in
campus and local issues, to write for the Opinions page on a regular basis.

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com

Weekly Poll Question

Should higher education be an exception to statewide budget cuts?
Vote online at www.kykernel.com

.. COULD DO
EIGHT, NINE,
TEN MORE

DON WRIGHT, The Paim Beach Post

Statewide and nationwide,
Republicans offer best choices

Gov. Steve Beshear, as I predicted
is trying to cut the University of Ken-
tucky's budget by 12 percent in the up
coming budget
cycle. Unsurpris-
ly
speech, our dear
govemnor men-
tioned that issue
50 dear to his
heart and to his
campaig
checkbook: casi-
no gambling. Af
ter staying quiet
on the issue for
much of his term,
Gov. Beshear fi
nally mentioned it. Senate President
David Williams said it best when he
said, “Well, he had to talk about the
crazy aunt in the attic sometime.”

In addition to Beshear’s idea
to reward his gambling buddies with
casinos in Kentucky, Democratic
leaders in the house are chomping at
the bit to raise our taxes. Rep. David
Watkins, D-Henderson, has filed a bill
to raise the cigarette tax by seventy
cents per pack. Rep. Harry Moberly
D-Richmond, mentioned a “revenue
proposal.” which would include “tra-
ditional tax hikes.” Even Speaker of
the House Jody Richards, D-Bowling
Green, is indicating his support for
higher taxes. Kentucky does not need

THOMAS
ROBERTS
Contributing
columnist

higher taxes. Instead, legislators and
this governor need to get their priori.
ties in line and cut spending on
wasteful projects. Whatever tax in-
crease the Democratic-led House de-
sires will hopefully be rejected by the
Republican-led Senate.

Speaking of the liberal love of
taxes, Hillary Clinton suggested just
the other day that, should she become
president and have her healthcare
plan pass, people who do not buy her
mandated healthcare could have their
wages garnished. I mean, perfectly

calthy 25-year-olds in low-paying
jobs should be financially penalized if
they choose not to buy health insur

ance. right? Only in the mind of a lib-

eral. Even Barack Obama’s plan has
not gone that far, and he is more lib-
eral than she is!

While Obama and Clinton contin-
ue to fight for the Democratic nomi
nation, the Republicans are getting
closer and closer to having a nomi-
nee. Depending on what happened
yesterday on Super Tuesday (keep in
mind my deadline for this column
was before the results came in), it is
looking like John McCain will proba-
bly be the Republican nominee
While this will leave several conserv-
ative Republicans scratching their
heads because his record is not overly
conservative, McCain will pose the
most problems for Democrats in the

fall. He has proven that he can work
across party lines and draw support
from Independents. Mitt Romney,
while still fighting, is probably out if
he did not show well yesterday

What will be more interesting to
me than this presidential race, is how
Kentucky Democrats go about select-
ing who will lose to Sen. Mitch Mc-
Connell in the fall. Bruce Lunsford
threw his hat in the ring. After Demo-
cratic voters rejected Bruce Lunsford
as their nominee for governor in 2003
and in 2007, I really wonder why he
is running now

In his press conference in the
Capitol Rotunda, Lunsford indicated
that Gov. Beshear has asked him to
run. Considering the reaction that Gov
Beshear and Lt. Gov. Daniel Mongiar-
do received when, in my opinion, they
strong-armed party officials in the 30th
Senate District to handpick the nomi-
nee, I have to wonder how they have
not learned to stay out of their own
primaries. Their meddling in the 30th
Senate District made that race much
closer than it ever should have been
In fact, they may have alienated
enough voters in Harlan and Leslie
counties to keep their candidate from
winning. So much for the rhetoric
about working with everyone, huh?

Thomas Roberts is the president
of UK College Republicans. E-mail
opinions@kykernel.com.

How should a former president
be covered on the campaign trail?

For news media, the emergence of
Bill Clinton as a key public player in
the presidential campaign of his wife,

Sen. Hillary
Clinton, raises
unusual cover
age issues

The most ob-
vious, and the
casiest 1o fix, is
the problem of
even-handedness

The former presi-
wig:’[:::’m dent is a celebri-

ty of the first or-
Syndicated der. No other
columnist

US. politician,
active or retired,
commands the crowds and media that
he routinely draws. So any news cycle
in which he’s stumping is likely to fea-
ture not just a story about Sen. Clinton,
but one about him too, hence double
the coverage her opponents get

Not that media attention is other-
wise precisely balanced, but the ex-
president brings an unusually heavy
finger to the scale. So the media need
to compensate. If the campaign were
a debate the solution would be sim:
ple: Bill's time comes out of
Hillary's. That's the same principle
the media need to apply in getting to-
ward even-handedness in coverage

But the more perplexing problem,
and the one that the media have only
slowly begun to address, is in figuring
out just what Bill Clinton’s public sta-
tus now is, and what kind of scrutiny
he — and his own record — ought to
be subjected to.

This country treats former presi
dents very well indeed. They get ma-
terial ease, lifetime staff and guards at
public expense, and a license to get as

rich as they like speaking, writing,
golfing, sitting on boards, accessoriz
ing the elites of the world

The media lay off ex-presidents
unless they seek attention, and in this
they get a break that’s unusual for the
famous — they get celebrity without
accountability, they’re allowed to
choose between prominence and pri-
vacy

This comfy sinecure comes at a
price: They must keep clear of the
rough and tumble of politics, unless
they’re pushing broadly humanitarian
causes that engender little controves
sy. (Jimmy Carter manages to duck
the no-controversy rule, but I think
he’s viewed less as an ex-president
now and more as a global trouble-
shooter and Nobelist.)

But Bill Clinton? His sharp-el-
bowed advocacy on his wife's behalf
during the South Carolina primary has
thrust him into the Democratic presi-
dential campaign not as a benign se-
nior statesman offering vanilla plati-
tudes, but as a steeply partisan politico

and has reminded the public that in
a Hillary Clinton administration, he's
almost sure to be a figure of unique
and perhaps formative influence

Fair enough. So how should he
now be covered? If he is, in eff
campaigning for a position of major
national importance, if he’ll be more
a Dick Cheney than a Laura Bush,
shouldn’t he get the inspection the
press would routinely give to, say, a
vice presidential candidate — few of
whom matter anywhere near as much
as he will?

Sure, Bill Clinton’s presidency
was covered intensively. But it ended
in January 2001, and he has been
skating beneath the media gaze ever

since. What causes has he champi-
oned, and what obligations has he in-
curred?

Since South Carolina these ques-
tions have started to be raised. In a
New York Times column, Frank Rich
recounted a disquieting story of Clin-
ton’s stonewalling press inquiries into
fundraising for the presidential library
A front-page Times article last week
detailed his service abroad on behalf
of a Canadian mining baron who later
donated tens of millions of dollars to
the library

As Bill Clinton’s role in his wife’s
campaign grows and his stature within
a Clinton II administration rises, the
armistice under which his post-White
House doings are treated as private
business is destined to crumble.

There’s logic to that, and if it
means a better-informed electorate
and a more accountable leadership,
such scrutiny will be commendable

But it may also mean a media es-
tablishment eager for the tales and in-
nuendos that will be spread about Bill
Clinton — who was almost im-
peached for reprehensible personal
behavior — when the same well-oiled
smear machine that slimed John Ker-
ry in 2004 starts in on the seven years
he has spent jetting around the world
unchaperoned

Many people in the news media
were embarrassed by their complicity
in dignifying the Swift Boat calumnies
of ‘04. The return of Bill Clinton may
yet offer another opportunity for the
media to serve as a tool of political
hitmen. That would make 2008 one
more episode of journalistic shame.

Edward Wasserman is a columnist
for the Miami Herald. E-mail opin-
ions@kykernel.com
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Call 859-257-2871 to place your ad

Ads can also be found on www.kykernel.com

FOR SALE

1 YEAR OLD, 2 story 25BA, 38R house. 1905 5.t 3
mies from UK, steps 1o bus-ine, shopping center
and New Circle Ad. Asking 225K Call706-821- 2050
206 LACKAWANNA RD. Cute, updated 38R, 28
house. Hardwood, crown molding.Close o UK
$179000 858 225-0034

668 BERRY LANE 38R, 2BA 2 car garage pus studo
w/BA Reduced o 15000 PRESTIGE INVEST
MENTS 859489225

DEFINITIVE CENTER CHANNEL w/ built in sub. $475.
(hpsch SF-15 speaker surround system $650 Call
Lester 859-230 9652

LARGE 48R HOUSE Zoned forduple, expansin
‘potential on campus. $199,500. Call J.C. at

(GMAC Real Estate

WALK TO CLASS: Near Law School 4BR, 28A
house. ST29500.CalJC.at 435005 GMAC ea
Estate

FOR RENT

182BR APTS S435-495/mo. 3 & 48R Duplex.
jperson. Close 1o campus. §53-433-0996 pat

otrentaislc com Avail 07-01-08

1BLOCK FROM CAMPUS: 1 & 28R, a/c, parking

$395-up. 269-4123 afer Spm

1,28 38R NEAR UK & Transy. Very nice, wid, HVAC.
859.983.0726, www silsbrothers com

1-28R CHEVY CHASE: New kitchen & BA. $550imo
Water Included. Near campus. Contact Renee 48
5606, 2210998

Campus I)owns

Now leasing luxur
4, & 5 bedroom bd(h
condos, duplexes &
houses. Fully equipped

kitchen
laundry room. Starting
rate o( $700/month

WWW. campusdowns com

or more info or ca

859-619-5341

18R - 2 blocks to UK! Starting at 425, Pets, afc. 269
2941 or wwwtouchstonerentals com

1BR COTTAGES NEAR UK & Transy. Very nice, wid,
HVAC. Greatfor couples. 853.963-0726, wwwsils-
brothers com

1BR, WALKING DISTANCE. Mawel, w/d included
$450mo, 351473

2,30R48R: Off Sherrard Circe
schoolyear & save money. Contact Sarah at 62
3678 orvist www bfinehomes

200E MAXWELL Spacious efficency. Private
entrance, kitchen, BA, parking, /c. Lease S375 T
fearn more 797-3308

28R -2 blocks to UK! Starting at K30, Pets, . 269
2941 or wwwtouchstonerentals com

2BRDUPLEX avail. May, Universiy Ave, wid, off

street parking, short walk to campus, 606-1625

28R, 15BA TOWN HOUSE w/ fireplace, dw, wi,
oss from Chinoe Kroger 859-492-633%

CONFIDENTIAL
PREGNANCY ASSISTANCE

Birthright

2134 Nicholasville Rd. 277-2635
suite 6
24-HOUR HOTLINE  1-800-550-4900

1urc

Right to Life of Central Kentucky, Inc
1600 Harrodsburg Rd
859-272-3920

dows, ceding fan, oversized patobalcony ina park

B BANP o wblsi gl sty
5391063 urw;vv- arking

Vilage WD, diw SR/
L4 B6BR Ao houses.Woko canpus. St

aler, Unwersty aea. Lease begns 06:01-08 Won
s T v st by . SgnEy o
best houses! Bob

4 PRESTON AVE.3 0R 4BR, 28A Bike to UK
Fonced backyard WD ncuged. ful basement
9750+ ot 541-968 8056
38R -2 blocks o UK' S
some wid. 263-2941 or www Iouchstonerental.com

Renting for
Fall 2008!

2,3,4,5+ Bedroom units
washer, dryer &
parking
$600- $1600/ month +
APTS. FOR RENT: Great location
Kesten Management | Pt 8REA Fuly funshed Poo. e cone
859-619-8988 baskthalcleybal courore. Now pre-eesing

forfall 200808 859226 5600
rikesten @hotmail.com e

ATTENTION: UK STUDENTS! Letus hep you find a
38R, 1A HOUSE by campus, gof course, renovated,  place fo nex school year. Contact Nathan at 859
o apphances, arages.decks S15person. 6848457 wwlexingtonrentahomes corm

859-556.7504

dockapts.com

University Village

at$1050, Pets, alc, 1 and 2 bedro
Woodland Village - 1 bedroom

East Maxwell - 3 bedroom apts

Maxwelton - 2.35 bedroom houses and apt

4 bedroam hou

Roommate Issues?
Crowded Dorms?

Wildcat
Properties

One thru Seven
Bedroom Omni Place
apartments and 2is e Answer
i ‘urnished Studios
hou;es, all walklng $375,/mo. Ut /rlwy[/m luded
distance from Pre-Leasing for Fall
campus Recently Renovated
178 Gazette Ave #14
wildcatproperties.com

2546400
BENT TREE/REDDING RD. 28R, 1.5BA. fireplace, a
elec. $125/mo. 859-381-0000
PERTINEL 2S8R huses &g
19473

0
sysems prvate patio,
9 B, Vautod Mase

36R A TOWN HOME 2210 . Froac, wok
678.907-176, 5 0,

om 8532190184

38R, WITHIN 3 BLOCKS of campus. dw, wid. Oider OR RENT 36BR Widcatpropertes.

and newer unis avail $950-1050/mo. 3519473 ofst. parking,Hot tubs,hardwood

daseh B

wn homes, wid

g for Moy & Aug Saring S155/mo 15
%%

A
48 68R HOUSES: May or Aug Very
853930725 wwwsiisbrothers con
78R FOR RENT on campus.Call Kevin Martin 85
2 LEASING FOR FALL 2008 388 28A
R-2bocks 10U String o IS0, Pats, s Hooatel o ek
some wid 263.290
48R, 2BA HOUSE by campus, gof t rhansly-y b
o spkarcs, aroge, doct 2 " MIG1Z3 com B53-219.0184, 258K, elec. 6%
48R, 28A Walking dist
Wi 1300, 35 47
5488, BAHOUSE by
ar, sppiance
son 854558 759
R-2b

5BR HOUSE: STATE

LL UTILITIES PAID!

The human
heart begins
to beatin

SUMMER IN MAIN

Males and females.
Meet new friends! Travel!
Teach your favorite activity

“Tennis “Swim
vice, Choose Life +Canoe *Sail
“Water Ski *Kayak
*Gymnastics *Archeny|
*Silver Jewelry *Rocks
*English Riding *Ropes
*Copper Enameling  “Art
*Basketball ‘ottery

Lexington, KY 40504

T Carpen

*Field Hockey *Office
*And More!

June to August. Residential.
Enjoy our website Apply on line.

TRIPP LAKE CAMP for Girls:
1-800-99774347

www.ripplakecamp.com

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP
WANTED

SATTENDING) P T0 250 No . rcessry
Traning provded B00-965 6520 x

ARE YOU SUFFERINGfom ADD/ADHD synptons?

-]
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Groat§ funwork Coll Jobn. 2735080

HATTLAND KROGER s now Hing o PT Phamacy
Tech. 273.265]. Ask for Sarah

HAVEYOU EVER

Visa, Mastercard
and American Express accepted

DEADLINE: 2 p.m. the day before publication

ble o participate f you ae healthy and 18 - 35 years
0ld Study paricipation st for one year.

volunteers can expect 8 study cinic vists. Al study-
related offce vits, medical evaluavons, and oral

5,

For please

kot hear on

et C
859.264-89 or -800-896- 196

m. 659 2575794 _
HEALTHY MARLIUANA

TUTORS NEEDED! Areyou fur? Do you ke
teach? Educaton majors and pperclassmen, gan
ofal

(Atenton Defct Disorde
HyperaceyDisrde)Docos your aen re

conducted by researchers with the UK cm o
These

conducton a cirucal researc
approved drug for ADHD. You ma.wmwum

‘Ahermoons and Evenings Cal NG
71 Bty Rlarwces

O} You may be sbe

0 years old, speak and have

iy orgncag asks o completng project
rly actwve of restess/squimy, put of tings.
e wi e dificut o Gusdd parir

o see f you qualfy, vist www stayadhdstudy.
ontact 859-333-8986 or www studycenter

o partcipate f you are betwoen 18:50 years old, are

'3
roqured. Loave message at 2577
VALUE CITY FURNITURE: Now Hmnq' PV uﬂvu [

n good health, past year

ton.Dr

compensated for the completon o 142 sessions. At
least 3 days a woek for 6.7 hours each day wil be
required for sessions during spring semester. For
more information, cal (858) 23-1332 Al informaton
‘wil be kept confid

Regatta Seafood Grille
is currenty accepting
foralmﬂsseapwm
personat

161 Lexington Green Circle
Monday - Friday IPM -4 PM

Al apphcants must be 18 years or oider:

s

HOUSE BO) vory. Fexble Hours,
go0d pay.Contact number. 453338 8354 _
KEENELAND IS SEEKING applicants for Part-Tine
Seasonal Parking Valets and Git Shop Sales

VOLUNTEERS PAID TO Partcipate i studes con
corning he efectsofalcohol o behavaral and
mental performance. Looking for M & F social
dinkers 2135 yoars ofage. Call 257-5784

WANTED: CURVES s looking for energetc people o
work with members to achieve finess goals. Contact
Colloen at 241446

WE PAY \JP 10§75 for onkine surveys. www.cash-
wspend.cor

Flexible hours. Drivers must be dependable with an
‘excellent record For an applicaton, please contact
the Human Resources Department Monday-Friday,
900 a.m.400 pm, at (8591288.4327, or apply i per-
om0 Vraes oud, oo,y 0E o
 Drug-Free Workplace
UFEGUARDS & POOL MANAGERS PPMis ‘wmg o
clubs & water parks  Lexingon,Rchmond &
Danville. $8-15/hv/ 853-536-4999 o
bradA05GaoLcom for applcation
OCALINSURANCE GFCE ok o 1 umto
help. 19 6x 111

ATTN. ENGINEERING STUDENTS: STUDENT ENG-
NEER - NEEDED FOR ELECTRIC UTILITY LOCATED IN

INCHESTER, KENTUCKY.East Kentucky Powe
peratve,Ic. an eectric ity Supplyng approx

ately two thrds of th rural areas in Kentucky

oking 10 i Sophomore, Junior o Seniorelec
f sngneasdort PoverSysm gkl
ferred, but not required). Work schedules are flexle

ximatsly 20 hours per

\opiications may be
comtactrg Becky Sol o Eat Kortucky
atve, Inc, Winchester, Kentucky, 853
Ypkcaors st b prnared o e
han Wecnesday, February 2,208 Further nfoma
out East Kentucky Power Cooperative can be

t

ITTER NEEDED in my home for 3 smallchi-
One st aternaonperweek and Satrda

everings. Addtional hours as needed. Mustbe cre-

atve, energetic and fun_Pror babysiting experience

preferred References required. Cal Kimmye at 492

009

CAMP COUNSELORS neede dhr gt v
s ox

CREATIVELY? Adventurous? Desire
haiand, Malaysia,

CANVASSERS NEEDED:Flx Hou s pay 00
missions. Paid training Ca
ask for ext 32
d (gi & boy)
1 dayiwk
eam net

Vark st 587

NSK0-320a drive brand new cars
with ads placed on them. www.adcarclub c

FEMALE S DELS to work Panama City
i 16,2

SYMNASTICS/CHEERDANCE/party

ergetic, exp.prefered

WILDCATSNEEDJOBS COM. Paid survey takers
n«m in Lexington. 100% FREE to join. Cick on sur-

PERSONALS

111 NOW AT HAIR ON LIME The Toasted Kity
Tanning Salon inside. Tanning, wauing,hai cuts &
gt spcle Mo Sputy Wekins fom
16pm M-

$3-1 REGULAR TAN with student D at Gmnar T
Phone 276-2285,

doble!

Re'uu Co.s recruiting Direct Care Staff. Apply by

imccagg@radicairehab.com Mail o PO
nWVa. 2572 _

NAvmum ACADEM NOW g1 2305

M Cal 27 ~ )

NEED MONEY? L mmg formormng care fora i

abld person. Close to campus, s, vald drvers

license. 389-

O GREASYFRES o < Funny s cmmm aunam
¢ Cnter i now hiing.Apply nper

NOW HIRING, OUTBACK Stsakhause.Loxingin,

Hamburg All Positions 859-263-3770

PERFECT STUDENT WORK! Enter Data Onln! S
$50 Per Form. S200+Daily Possible! WWW.CAMPUS
WORKCENTER INF

PHONE OPERATORAPPOINTMENT SETTER reeded
for edgy young company. Make above and beyond
min wage working par time 2-4 days per week.
Commission paid out weekly. Must be a night ow for
evenngate nightovernigh shfs Some weekend
avaiabiy is necessary. We offer flexbe weekly
scheduing around other oblgations. Lots of down
ime between calls o sudy, watch movis,et..such
an easy job! Computer withintenet avabl for
personal use. Female strongly prefered, non-smaoker
a plus. Cal 859-327-0847, leave name and number_
PT AM KENNEL posidon. Appy inperson. Richmond
Rd. Vet Cinic. 3270 Richmond Rd. 2535037
T SALES CLERKS & Cairs. . Hrs Mustbe
avail. Tvough summer, Cal Bil M-Sat 8- for avail
Hours Chevy Chase hardware. 2639611
SPECATY COFE SERVICE 20 sk dayime
s
TAX PREPARERS: Check Exchange s currenty hirng
for the 2008 Tax Seasan. FT/PT seasonal openigs.
Experience prefered but ot requred.Flex s,
$10he + bonuses. Fax resume o Rod Pederson. 225
Erd

THE CHOP HOUSE s currentl acceping appiica-
ons for servers, reeters and chefs. Great pa, flex
rs. Please apply inperson M-Th biw 2-4 at 240
Richmond Rd_ 859-268-9555

TIRED OF MONTHLY PERIODS? Then join our study.
We are researching an investigatonal dosing sched-
oot anspproved conscaes bt ok e o
freedom from your monthy periods. You may be efg

BANGTON BEAUTY COLEGE ot Prces p
o 20 s 5 s S, s 1
ins$10... and mre. 278143, Close o campu:

WANTED

\BUYE\WEARDSFDREASH‘ CallJim Mischner
06152

ROOMMATE
WANTED

$310, utites paid 3B, 25BR, new house, www,
wid, funished.Call 7064212050

2MALE ROOMMATES NEEDED: S275/mo. each 1
hird uol. Rosemont Garden, 8592291225

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED: 25 mies fom cam
pus. 38R, 258A house. A0 mo. Al ut, wireless
memet included 306225
MATURE N'S FEMALE orfunished BR & BAin
owner's home. $375imo.uil. included. 858 5236231
ROOM FOR RENT in prva residonce out Tates
Creek R Near Man-0-Wat.Prvate BA, shared
Kitchen, ing room. $400mo. + deposi. 619-1535
7195

ROOMMATES) NEEDED an Veryice, cean, wd
cai good price. 859965

wwwsilsbrothers com

SERVICES

HONDA AUTO REPAIR & Swwre Ao npors
since 1980 Next to Moves 10

TRAVEL

FLORIDA, BAHAMAS. Discover wholesale tavel
Never pay full price again.Vacationstorife net
SPRNG GAEAY:Doyons Beech Fartal Soeth
resorton beach. leeps 8. Call Dennis 853-963-072

the kentucky kernel

* Comprehensive Eye Care

* Contact Lenses

* Walk-ins Welcome

Convenient Hours and Locations

Please visit us at
WWW.eyemaxeyes.com

« Treatment of Eye Infections & Diseases

Located inside
Wal-Mart on
Nicholasville Rd.- Man 'O War
9710589  272-1422
500 West New Circle
North Park]
225-4657
1024 North Main Street
Nicholasville
B81-5444

SAVE YOUR HOME NOW!

Is Your Shaky Credit Making It Hard
For You To Take Advantage Of Lowered
Interest Rates? Need Some Help?
GIVE US A CALL RIGHT AWAY!
1-866-780-3924
NO UPFRONT FEES




PAGE 6 | Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Sophomore
second
baseman
Natalie
Smith dives
for a ball
during prac
tice on Mon-
day at the
Nutter Field
House.
Smith led
the Cats in
triples,
stolen bases
and at-bats
last year.
BRITNEY
MCINTOSH
STAFF

)
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Catching up to the rest of the pack

Young Cats hoping for first winning
season in difficult SEC since 2000

By Bobby Reagan
breagan@kykernel.com

Before the first pitch has
even been thrown, the UK soft-
ball team has already developed
an “us against the world” men-
tality for the 2008 season.

After finishing last year with
a20-31 record, including a 4-26
mark in the Southeastern Confer-
ence, the Cats want nothing more
than to forget about their strug-
gles in 2007. But losing a majori
ty of its offense UK lost its
two all-time home-run leaders in
departed seniors Brooke Marnitz
and Katie Campbell — and say-
ing goodbye to three other seniors
indicates UK could have an even
tougher year.

Several  preseason  polls
echoed that sentiment in their
rankings. The majority of the
polls picked the Cats to finish last
or next to last in the SEC. The
Cats don’t like the low marks they
are receiving before even record
ing an out, but they're embracing
the role of the underdog as they
head into their season opener this
weekend in the Chattanooga
Shootout in Chattanooga, Tenn

“You could say it's a rebuild

ing year, but I think we're going
to surprise a lot of people.” said
sophomore second baseman Na-
talie Smith. “It's always fun sur-
prising people because I love hav-
ing the underdog role.”

If the Cats are going to turn
their recent fortunes around, they
will likely rely on Smith and
sophomore utility playe
Johnson, two of the SE
ding stars. While Mamnitz pow-
ered the Cats’ offense with home
runs last year, Smith and Johnson
provided UK with solid freshman
campaigns. Both were named to
the All-SEC Freshman team

Smith led the Cats in triples
(4), stolen bases (8) and at-bats
(162) while Johnson paced UK
with a 340 batting average and
a team-high 11 doubles. Person-
al accolades aside, Smith would
gladly trade her accomplish-
ments for team success.

“I would love to make All-Con
ference, but it's not that important to
me.” Smith said. “1 just want to help
the other girls and fead us to a con
nt appearance, be-
ig goal at the end

ference tournan
cause that's the
of the year.”
The 2008 season will be a new
era for UK as Rachel Lawson be-

comes the program’s third head
coach. Lawson replaces Eileen
Schmidt, who resigned in June to
become the head coach at Virginia.
Lawson spent the last three
seasons at Western Kentucky,
where she posted a 92-84 record.
The first-year UK coach is look-
ing forward to the challenge of
playing in arguably the toughest
conference in the nation.

You always strive to be the
best.” Lawson said. “In order to
be the best, you have to play the
best. You can never really have an
off-day in the SEC, and if you've
won top to bottom in the confer-
ence, you've really earned it.”

Lawson has instituted a new
practice schedule that includes
more one-on-one workouts with
the players, which Johnson and
Smith said should benefit the team.

“I think you get a lot more
personalized help and focus on the
task at hand during the one-on-one
workouts,” Johnson said. “You get
more time to work on specific
drills and fine-tune your skills.”

The loss of four starters will
present a difficult task for Law-
son, but she is hoping the lead-
ership of Smith and Johnson can
fill that void

“I think it's going to be im-
portant that they don’t lose fo-
cus on what they are trying to
accomplish at their position,”

Lawson said. “They are going to
be forced to be leaders, but they
are both very good in the class-
room, so I think it’s something
that will come natural for them.”

Lawson’s squad should get a
boost from an experienced pitch-
ing staff. The Cats return all four
starting pitchers from last season,
led by sophomore Jennifer Young,
who finished with a 3.97 ERA last
year in 95.1 innings pitched.

The Cats also bring in a
highly touted recruiting class
Freshman Meagan Aull, last sea-
son’s Miss Kentucky Softball,
and freshman Samantha DeMar-
tine headline the class.

“Our freshmen are exciting
They're competitive and have
good talent,” Lawson said. “Each
of the freshmen has their own
niche and aren’t scared or timid
They provide us with a good
spark that I think we needed.”

The Cats begin their quest for
the program’s first winning season
since 2000 on Saturday when they
battle Wichita State and the Uni-
versity of Tennessee-Chattanooga
in the Chattanooga Shootout

“It’s a great first tournament
for us and the freshmen,” John-
son said. “It will allow them to
get the jitters out early. It'll also
give us a good chance to see
what we’re made of as a team
because they're good teams.”
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UK stand-up is about to explode to a whole new level
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