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WILDERNESS @&

IN 1975 CONGRESS PASSED THE WILDERNESS ACT, WHICH PROVIDED FOR THE
EITABI.IIHMENY OF NEW WILDERNESS AREAS IN THE EAST. SIXTEEN AREAS, THE

IGEST OF WHICH IS THE COHUTTA, WERE alvEN WILDERNESS STATUS WHEN
PRESIDENT FORD SIGNED THE BILL INTO LAW.

GIVEAHOOT DON'T POLLUTE

Wilderness trails may be different than
other National Forest trails. While most
may be signed and marked at trail heads
and junctions, they may present a diffi-
cultchallenge to_ many icers. Trail

The Cohutta Wilderness is a 34,102:acre area lying in Georgia and Tennessee
within the Cohutta Mountains, part of the Blue Ridge mountain chain.
Elevations range from 950 feet in the Alaculsy Valley to 4,200 feet on Big
Frog Mountain. The headwaters of the Jacks River and the Conasauga River
rise here and provide the habitat for three species of trout, as well as for the
Coosa Bass which is found only in upland streams free of pollution

The Georgia Botanical Society has identified over 40 varieties of rare and
uncommon plants in the Georgia portion of the Wilderness. Black bear, wild
boar and other wildlife roam its remote interior. Hunting and fishing are
allowed, being regulated in Georgia by the Game and Fish Division of the
Department of Natural Resources, and in Tennessee by the Tennessee Wild:
life Resources Agency.

The Jacks River drainage, pictured here from a bluff above
Horseshoe Bend, is steep and rocky. Hikers should plan trips
into this area carefully, to match their physical capabilities.

Wilderness, as described in the Wilderness Act, is “an area where the earth
-i its community of ife are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a

virgin stands of timber grow and die
i o e e i portion of the
United States are different in that they have al felt the impact of man in the
not t0o distant past. The Cohutta is no exception. From 1915 to 1335, an
sstiaad 70% of wha i now the Cohutta Widarass e logged. Remaants
of the narrow-gauge railroad system used to transport logs can sti
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umber company n 1930 ar begen th hardjob of protscting
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‘The wilderness is yours to enjoy — and also yours to protect. Please observe
‘the regulations listed below.

American chestnut, once a dominant tree species in the southern Appalachians, was
‘harvested by lumbermen in the early 1900's, leaving the huge stumps that can still be seen

today. By the 1930's, the chestnut blight had destroyed almost all troes that remained,
g -~ v

e .
‘When the Jacks River and Conasauga River are at their summertime low levels, fording e
a considerable challenge. When they are at high level in spring or after a rain, they can become
dangerous torrents

For your own personal safety and
ply with the

*** DO NOT WASH IN THE WATER SUPPLY. DISPOSE OF WASTE WATER
AWAY FROM SPRINGS AND STREAMS.

*** TO DISPOSE OF HUMAN WASTE, STAY AT LEAST 100 FEET AWAY

FROM ANY WATER SUPPLY. DIG A SMALL HOLE ABOUT EIGHT
INCHES DEEP AND COVER WASTE COMPLETELY WITH LOOSE SOIL
ID SOD.

*** PREPARE YOUR CAMPSITE TO CREATE THE LEAST IMPACT ON THE
SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT.

*** FILE A TRIP PLAN WITH FAMILY OR FRIENDS.

*** KEEP GROUPS SMALL TO MINIMIZE IMPACT ON THE ENVIRON-
MENT.

‘These acts are prohibited in wilderness areas. Violators are subject
0 punishment under 16 USC 551 and 18 USC 1863:

*** USE OF MOTOR VEHICLES, MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT,
MOTORBOATS, OR OTHER FORMS OF MECHANICAL
TRANSPORT. Leave vehicles at parking areas located at all
trailheads.

+**CUTTING TREES, OR DIGGING UP OR PICKING
ANTS.
ans I.EAVING TRASH OR GARBAGE WITHIN THE WILDER-
SS. Garbage cans are available at trailheads for the deposit
Md\ls litter.
*** FAILURE TO USE CAUTION WITH CAMPFIRES. You

could be responsible for destroying the wilderness if your
‘campfire escapes.

CHATTAHOOCH!
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often rugged country, and trails
can be steep and rocky.

Hikers should study the map carefully
before starting their trip to determine
distance and degree of difficulty for
Wilderness trails.

The Conssau and Jacks Riwr Trais
cross and re-cross the rivers frequently.
el Ulanb
during high-water periods.

Most trails in the Wilderness are not
suitable for horseback travel.

Wintertime icing can make approach
roads unsafe. If you have any questions
about traveling to or into the Wilderness,
contact the District Ranger’s offic

th, Georgia 30705

nton
53365201
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Please DO

- pack outall unburnable trash,

- extinguish campfires with water,

. keep hiking parties small,

~burn all trash that your campfire
will consume completely,

 carry a survival kit,
~use only wood that is “dead and
down" for fires,
<seclfzn ol inklog wetar,

y human wasts
i e hetiva, s 'y

footprints.”

- use a backpacker stove to eliminate
the need for firewood.

Please DON'T

litter,
- kill or inju
o oo ed vehicles in Wilder

s Vot clotiest wiawis
in streams,
. leave fires unattended,

~ deface rocks or trees,

- smoke while hiking,
by

- bury garbage,
- fail to leave word with friends or

family as to where you plan to
hike, and when you will return.

the COHUTTA
WILDERNESS
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