Cats hold their tongues

UK tries to ignore 23-game
losing streak

See Sports, page 3
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Startmg over

Patterson leads Cats back to .500
with career-high 28 points in rout

_ By Bobby Reagan

Back to square one

F
That’s where the UK men’s * Tonig

basketball team (2-2) finds itself
with its 91-57 rout of Lc
(3-3) on Monday night
Arena

With an 0-2 start behind them

a fresh slate

|<‘W

l«mk the floor
what many considere
ship after the first two games
With a little help from sophomore
forward Patrick Patterson, the Cats
continued to sail for another day
Patterson, who struggled in
games against the Virginia Mili
tary Institute and No. 1 North
Carolina, led the Cats against the
Lancers with
points. Add that to 12 rebounds
and another career-high six assists
to equal what UK head coach Bil

a care 28

ly Gillispie thinks should be nor-

mal procedure for Ps

gh. He played with a lot of

game
talk he had with his coaching staff
and hi
terson said his father told him to
be more of a leader on the court,
which he said would translate into
a better performance.

While his father's speech
helped
feed Patterson led to the sopho-
more’s career night. Patterson got
his hands on the ball in the post
on four possessions in the first
five minutes of the game. Those
touches translated to 11 of the

Getting ball to the post
proves to be winning plan

I know what you were thinking: Here we
20 again

Who could blame you? For the second
year in the row, you left an early UK game
with the lingering question: The Cats lost to
who? After the first season-opening loss sinc

2001 and only the third 0-2
ay he should play start since 1926, you had to
credits his best be thinking here we go

season thus far to a again

But rest easy, these
Cats are not the 2007-08
Cats reincarnated. There
will undoubtedly be more
bumps along the road
(watch out for the Miami
Hurricanes in a couple of
weeks), and the Virginia
Military Institute probably
won't be the last team you
think UK should handle
this season,but inevitably
loses to. But calm down — the tide is turning

UK scored the first seven points of the

knew b
ell,” Gillispie said
it he played very well,

ot more confidence and

father, Buster. Patrick Pat-

JOHN

HaLe

Kernel
columnist

UK's ability to finally

Basketball on p: See Hale on page 3

Businesses

hope consumers

buy into Black Friday

By Brooke McCloud

Tews@kykernel com

The economy may not be so cheery
but local businesses are hoping that this
Black Friday will make for a profitable
holiday shopping season. Taking place the
day after Thanksgiving, Black Friday is
the official kickoff to the holiday shop-
ping season.With stores offering longer
hours, doorbusters and limited-time sales.
Black Friday has become & holiday tradi-
tion for many consumers.

Stores draw customers in on Black
Friday with one-day-only discounts and
limited-supply items, yet there are predic-
tions for an overall decrease in the holiday
shopping season from last year, said Ken
Troske, a UK economics professor.

“There is an expectation that retailers
are concerned about the perception of the
economy to consumers,” Troske said
“People are feeling more pessimistic.”

With the current state of the economy,
local business owners are anxious to see
the outcome of Black Friday

“We are concerned but staying posi-
tive, and I am personally staying hopeful
for a pick-up in business,” said Pat Bardo,
owner of Outside the Box gift store on
East High Street and president of Wood-
land Triangle Business Association

Stores have had to use different tactics
this season and increase advertising to ap-
peal to customers, Bardo said.

Alison Meyer, owner of Two Chicks
and Company gift store on Southland Drive,
is offering a 10 percent discount to all col-
lege students this season to bring in more
customers. Meyer is relying on her store's
specialty gifts and personalization to appeal
1o customers more than ever this year.

“People are price conscious and want-
ing to get more bang for their buck this
Meyer said. “I'm staying positive
because people can find reasonable gifts
here that are personable.” R, ¥
Despite d gloom that has been asso- Garmin niivi 260W GPS System
ciated with the state of the economy, both $190*
Meyer and Bardo are relying on holiday
spirit to motivate consumers.

The holidays are all about feeling
good,” Bardo said. “They might not want
to spend on big ticket items, but gift giv-
ing will be something people aren’t will-
ing to give up.”

Laura Kinsley, a merchandise, apparel
and textiles senior, said she predicts that
most demographics are spending less this
season.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if Black Fri-
day sales are down because people have
less faith and sense of security in the
economy,” Kinsley said. “People are more
prone to saving this holiday season.”

For Andy Szybisty, a history junior,
Black Friday is the retail equivalent to the
Super Bowl

“On Black Friday, I tailgate and wait
for the doors to open,” Szybisty said. “I
want to be the first one there.”

Szybisty said he regularly visits Web
sites such as slickdeals.net to find and plan
for the best deals on Black Friday.

Even though Szybisty said he will be
spending less money this year on Black
Friday than in recent years, he looks for-
ward 1o finding the best deals to make up
for his tighter budget

“I would hope that businesses are try-
ing to put out more holiday spirit,” he
said. “I think people are having to tell
their friends and family not te expect as
much this year.”
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Volleyball
mourns loss
of Casper

By BW Jones
bjones@kykernel.com

For four years, Jenni Casper gave everything she had
to the UK volleyball program. Now, two days after
Casper’s death, the UK volleyball community is trying to
give everything back o its star.

“Our hearts continue to pour out for

and loved ones and soon-to-

" UK head coach Craig Skin-
ner said¢ “We’re really feeling for that
family and her friends and loved ones

As the team prepares for their regu-
lar-season finale Friday against Ten-
nessee, Skinner said four of Casper’s for
mer teammates who are still with the
team are keeping Casper in mind.

“Everyone heals and grieves in differ
ent ways, and they're some pretty upset athletes.” Skinner
said. “When you have a teammate, regardless if you played
with them for one game or one year, whatever it is, regard.
less if you're best friends, not best friends — I mean, it is a
very, very difficult thing to go with because you spent so
many close hours with each individual and tough times and
difficult workouts.”

Skinner was not sure how the team would formally
honor Casper in its final game, but gave assurances that

“we will do something.”

“The challe for us is honoring the commitment that
Jenni gave to this program.” Skinner said. “The parents
wish that we continue on and finish what we started and
we're going to do everything we can and play with a chip
on our shoulder and Jenni in mind.”

Casper died Sunday aftemoon at UK Hospital of multiple
blunt force traumas, a Fayette County coroner said. Casper.
24, was in a car accident early Saturday moming on Chinoe

Road in Lexington, according to Lexington police

Lexington police were quoted in the Lexington Herald-
Leader on Monday as saying that speeding and alcohol
may Have been a factor in the accident, but did not return
phone calls to the Kernel as of press time.

Current players were unavailable for comment, and
Casper’s former teammates could not be reached at press
time

Casper, of Louisville, is one of the most decorated pl
ers in UK volleyball history. Casper, who was with the tear
from 2003 to 2006, is a former two-time Southeastern Con
ference Defensive Player of the Year and leads UK in career
digs. She graduated from UK in May 2007

We've just got a ton of support this moming from the
volleyball world across the country,” Skinner said. “Jenni
was a tenacious defender and an exceptional player

Information regarding funeral and service arr
ments was not available at press time

Casper

Expert disagrees
with UK's focus
on diversity

By Laura Edelen

news@kykernel.com

UK recently combined the Commission on Diversity
and Commission on Women to form the new Commission
on Excellence, Diversity and Inclusion

Vice President for Institutional Diversity J.J. Jackson
will head the new commission, which will go into effect
July 1,2009

“My goals for the commission are to continuously
identify as clearly as possible the major issues that the
campus faces around diversity, and that the commission
can help to address,” Jackson said

But some disagree with UK's diversity efforts. George
Leef, the vice president for research at The John William
Pope Center for Higher Education Policy, said he believes
all these efforts by universities concerning diversity are not
essential to improving education

“There is complete mania over diversity, but it has
nothing to do with quality education,” Leef said. “Long
before there were thoughts over any need for diversity, stu-
dents got a great education.”

Leef said he has heard about UK's attempts to become
a top-20 research institution by year 2020, and he believes
diversity is a foolish project to begin with

“These efforts concerning diversity are for show, and
they will not help to accomplish prestige,” Leef said. “It's
a diversion.”

Jackson, however, said she thinks that focusing on di-
versity will ensure that all constituent groups on campus
receive necessary attention.

“This commission will ensure that everyone's greatest
needs are met to the best of our ability, and that there is one
standard — excellence — applied to all,” Jackson said

By combining the two groups, Jackson said there will
be equality in addressing issues and a greates chance that
no one will be left out

“With diversity as a strategic goal, an inclusive ap-
proach will best support the university's top-20 achieve-
ment,” Jackson said.

In a campuswide e-mail, UK President Lee Todd said
he believes this new structure will increase focus on the
goal of inclusion as part of UK's diversity effort

“As we intensify the depth and pace of our planning
process to achieve our strategic goals for reaching Top 20 sta-
tus by the year 2020, UK's efforts around diversity and inclu-
sion are increasingly more critical,” Todd said in the e-mail

Newsroom: 257-1915, Advertising: 257-2873.
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Music superstar Brandy

tHe DiSH

Brandy Norwood hit it
big as an R&B singer at 15
with her self-titled debut CD
then spent six seasons as a
teen icon on the hit sitcom
Moesha. In 1998, she re
leased a duet with -Monica,

The Boy Is Mine," that re
mains on Billboard's Hot 100
songs of all time. Then, at 22
she found herself unmarried
and pregnant

was afraid and didn't
know what was going to hap
pen,” the Grammy winner, 29
tells Us. In February 2002
four months before daughter
Sy'rai, now 6, arrived she
announced that she and her
boyfriend, music producer
Robert Smith, whom she met
in 1998, were secretly wed in
July 2001
as husband and wife for the
MTYV series Brandy: A Spe
cial Delivery, which docu
mented Sy'rai's birth

However, the marri
never occurred, a fact Smith
exposed in an explosive radio
interview after the couple had
split. (At the time, Norwood
merely responded that the two
had a "spiritual union."”) Now
with her fifth CD, Human
soon to be released, the Mc
Comb, Miss., native finally
admits why she faked a mar

and opens up about

The two even acted

baby alone and unprepared
How did you react 1o the
news you were pregnant
The first thing was, I was
afraid of the labor. I immedi
ately thought, It's going hurt so
bad! But I was excited. I just
knew I was bringing a special
somebody into the world. And
1 wanted her to be a girl. Boys
want what they want, when
they want it they have a
different energy than girls

Were you worried about
your career?

Absolutely, because I got
pregnant in the middle of
recording my third album, Full
Moon. To the record company,
that was a big no-no. My fami-
ly's mind went to my career,
t0o0. It didn't go to, Oh, my
God, this is a gift — not at
first. But it was always a gift

it just needed to be realized.

Then you released the
statement saying you had se
cretly gotten married.

The statement was a mis-
take on my part, because that
wasn't true. I never married
her dad. That was something
that should not have ever
been said

I lied because of the fear
of what people would think
and the pressure to be a role
model. I didn't want to be seen
as not married and having a
baby. For how I was raised, it
wasn't something that should
have happened, but it did. I
didn't want to disappoint peo
ple. I'm sorry I misled my
fans. Truly, truly sorry. I was
just trying to protect every
thing that I ever worked for
my image. | was very young
and afraid that people would
judge and criticize

Were you and Sy'rai's fa
ther actually a couple?

Our relationship was very
real, but we just weren't
legally married. There was no
actual walking down the
aisle. We definitely talked
about it, but I didn't feel like
it was where my life should
0. He didn't feel it either
Now he has found a beauti
ful, beautiful wife who is the
mother of his children. I think
she always the one. |
never was and that's OK. It
was just something I had to

was

'acknowledges her marriage
was a fake

realize in my own
When we split (around the
time Sy'rai was 1), it was just
something that wasn't meant
to be. It's better this way. But
he's a great, great dad

time

How did the breakup af
fect Sy'rai?

She's completely fine. He
and I share her (they both live
in California's San Fernando
Valley, less than 10 miles
apart) and go back and forth
but it's not a set thing. She
was very young when it hap
pened, so she didn't know
what was going on. Now
she's old enough to see that
her dad and I are very close,
and I'm close with his wife
and family. She loves the fact
that we all talk, we all hang
out, we all visit each other
and it's like one family4She
understands it with such a
sweet perspective.

Post-split, you took time
off. What was the plan?

I didn't know. I'm not a
planner - I don't even know
how to use the calendar on
my phone! I just go with the
flow. I wanted to be with my
daughter. When you have a
baby, you are just
whelmed with what's in front
of you. She was 2 when I was
working on my next album
Afrodisiac, and I was inspired
by her life by then

over

You were also engaged o
New York Knick Quentin
Richardson (it ended in
2005)

I really thought it would
work out, but it didn't. Many
people think it's going to last
forever and it doesn't. No
hard feelings

Copyright 2008 Us Weekly
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Kenny Colston
Sports Editor

Cats try to avoid talk of losing streak-

By Kenny Colston

keolston@kykernel com

For the next five days, UK head
ch Rich Brooks and his players expect
streak

Sprinkled in will be questions about
Phillip Fulm ious UK players
I Knoxville and

the one

he consistently asked about the

iype for man
The stre:
unior defensive
iid. “We don’t focus on i

That may be why other angles
Fulmer’s last game as Tennessee's head
coach and UK’s eventual bow! fate
seem 10 carry more weight heading into
Saturday’s game in Knoxville
1t's obvious they haven't packed it
in.” Brooks said. “Everything I've seen
and heard is that this group of players have
a love and affection for Fulmer. They'll
want to send him out on a positive note.”
When Fulmer announced his resig
nation after 17 years as head coach three
weeks ago, Tennessee announced Phillip
Fulmer Day a faw days after, planning
to send what has been the face of its
program for the last two decades out on
a good note. That much was evident
when Tennessee beat in-state rival Van
derbilt 20-10 on Saturday in Nashville
back Alfonso Smith
g for pride right
They don’t want to
d Kentucky
emotion could backfire
or at least that’s

said junior runnir

“They'll have lots of emotion,” Smith
“Really it works for us and distracts
them. But it could work the other way 100,

While this year's Tennessee squad
looks a lot different than years past, with
a 4-7 overall record and a loss to
Wyoming, the Volunteers t com
pletely changed. Brooks said Tennessee
still has a lot of athletes in the backfield
and at wide receiver. But Tennessee’s
biggest trademark (huge offensive line
men) hasn't changed one bit

“It’s a very physical Tennessee of
fensive line.” Peters said. “Very big,
very physical and very well-coached
We knew that going in.

While that Volunteer trademark
never changed, others did and that’s
what led to Fulmer eventually being
forced out as head coach

“I'm sure they would be way hyped
up for this game,” Pe
for a guy who has b

said.

But that's \tlr na:
They only re

it’s sad to see him
ture of college foc
member you for so long

BASKETBALL

Cats’ first 17 poir
We did a b t
im,” Gillispie said, “and he
er job posting and rece
One player
Patterson dov
darius Miller, who made
ate start. Miller was
erson rolling "
four possessions for layup
empts
Gillispie

said Miller got the st

and used a 13-0 run tc

7 lead in the first half

d by as many as 41 points
d held their second

nt to under 31 percent

of the two loss
st victory of the season
d stron,

g defense had sur
d 111 points

in the opening
But don’t

fret. As of Monday night

Patrick Patter

d. UK outs:
16 in the paint Monday
man Darius Miller
or the Cats early by feedir
e ball on UK's first pos:

e. Longwood only

started one m ayer

taller than 6-foo
three pla
height I)u Ju lnutive La
and UK’s all-everything
seemed h e a match made
for UK
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® KERNEL EDITORIAL

Falling back
on grad school
is still risky

The thought of not having a job when you graduate is def
initely scary. That’s why many students, even at UK, are turn.
ing to graduate school. But that move is just delaying the in

¢ 10 a Nov. 19 Kemnel article, a Kaplan survey
s been an almost 6 percent increase in students
taking the Graduate Management Admission Test The GMAT
is one of many exams undergraduates can take in order to
gain entrance into a graduate school
But a flood of entries into various
further complicates the problems undergraduates are facing
According to that same Kaplan survey, 75 percent of business
school admission officers claimed that recent floods of appli-
cants have made acceptance into their schools harder
“We do expect (admission) to be highly competitive,” said
Liza Weale, director of graduate programs for Kaplan. “Stu
dents need to make sure their applications are robust and
stand out as much as possible
That means a majority of undergraduates cannot find jobs
get into graduate schools. In a sense, those same under
graduates are back exactly where they started, with a few
months that could have been used job searching spent instead
studying for an exam
Furthering your education isn't bad. If a student had
planned to go to graduate school, they should still apply. If
they believe they have a good chance to still be admitted dur-
ghly competitive time, a student should certainly ap-

aduate schools only
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ANDREW WALDNER, Kemel cartoonist
W LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Column about Bible was both wrong and misguided

be taken literally. To be so literal is to
be narrow-minded

Lastly, the New Testament was
written to transcend the Old as guid:
ance. Here, you find acts of love
namely Jesus
world — given in action and as testa-
ment. It tells us to value and uphold the
gift of life

I'm personally quite sick of people
like Kremer taking cheap shots at peo-
ple that have held fast to good values
just because of where this advice came
from. Find something else to belittle
and demean. Kremer is in no position
to criticize and label something billions
of people have followed for thousands
of years, especially when you try to
pass your personal understanding and
interpretation off as factual

1se the real world is too scary and
htened to seek out a real job in tough
to'solve your problems. Ther
qualified for graduate
the inevitable job search that

But applying be
you're too lazy or fri
economic times is not g
no point in it, especially
school, and it’s
comes with steppir

A better degree may not promise you a job and for many
graduate school is more student loan money to pay off in the
future, especially since graduate school is more expensive and
usually takes longer for people to finish. If a student even
makes it through graduate school, but tough economic times
still prevail, what good will a master’s degree be with extra
loans hovering rby?

Sure, if an undergraduate had planned on g
the entire time, he or she should pursue that goal. But gradu
ate school shouldn’t be the easy way out for students simply

To address another mindless point
Kremer made, if you're going to throw
the Bible out because it’s so antiquated
and 100 old to follow, why isn’t the
Constitution considered antiquated also?

The last point I want to make is

The Bible is crap. Those who follow
it are blind. These insults are essentially
what one takes aw:
mer’s diatribe of
column Thursday. In response to this
my first question to him is this: Where
do you think the values of this country that someone such as Kremer, who
come from that were standardized by thinks he has such an existential
our Founding Fathers? knowledge of the Bible when in fact

To suggest that our values stem his knowledge is obviously lacking,
from anything but faith and religion need not showcase this in an attempt to
only exemplifies your apparent refute someone like Joseph Green, who
rance. Religion, and freedom
the whole reason this country w
tablished. I tho
anyone who took an elementary history
class. Where did the whole concept of
good and bad, right and wrong come
from? From the be g
has appealed to some kind of direction
and guidance to follow. It’s a natural
instinct. To say that these sentiments
and ideals simply appeared out of
nowhere is asinine

ne:
aduate school
does.

Kremer’s insufficient knowledge
and understanding of the Bible be
obvious when he proceeded to paint
his personal understanding and percep-
tion as factual. For starters, the Old
Testament is largely an account of
what took place with so many different
characters in those days so long ago. It
should not be taken as an advisement
to stone, enslave and kill. It must be
read with understanding that it is not to

because of a receding economy 4 :
ght that was obvious ¢ ame

Submissions

Send a guest column or letter to the editor to Opinions Edi-

or Brad Bowling. Please limit letters to 350 words or fewer.

Be sure to include your full name, class and major with all
bmissions

Andrew Bake
journalism and political science
sophomore

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com

Obama has not shown he
>an enact positive change

Peter MacDonald (fraud, extortion, inciting
riots, bribery and corruption), Almon Braswell
(defrauded senior citizens of millions of dol
lars), Weather Underground members Linda
Sue Evans and Susan Rosenberg (weapons and
explosives charges), two former fellow Demo
cratic congressmen, and President Clinton’s
half-brother were all pardoned in the process
which Podesta oversaw

Emanuel is the chief of staff in the presi
dent-elect’s administration but was one of Bill
Clinton’s top advisers. “Rahmbo” Emanuel
while pro-Israel (a concern in the election)

Use prudent spending habits
this week and don't overdo it

ing for and once in the store you're in
their trap

Really, you can do without most of
those deals, and how useful are the things

Thanksgiving is just a couple of days
away, and that means holiday shopping is
right around the corner. Most people will

start the frantic search
for gifts on Black Fri-
day and the heavy
shopping season will
continue for a few
weeks after the New
Year.

Between now and
then, more money
than most people

Throughout the campaign trail the last two
years, we have been told quite a bit about
change. President-elect Barack Obama made

his entire election about

change. Obama explained
10 voters how he is going
to change the entire politi:
cal landscape and bring in
fresh faces to combat the
status quo and corruption
in Washington D.C. He

explained to voters how

that they put on sale anyway? Not to men-
tion there are only a few $199.99 comput-
ers that even work, the 40 percent price
cut extends only to items that no one is
buying and you never actually need the
additional three pairs of red and green ar-
gyle socks. But right next to those items is
a brand new laptop, that sweater you want
or some new shoes to cover up the socks

e wants to change the

JACOB
SIMS
Contributing
columnist

traditional “politics-as
usual” establishment and
usher in a new dawn of
politics, except for one
thing: He has yet to ex.
plain anything about this
change and what it will look like

I really do want to give Obama a fair
chance and offer the new administration sup
port and cooperation of conservatives. The
conditions, however, were him following
through on his campaign promises. While it is
early in the game, it does not seem to be hap-
pening, so it’s due time for a little partisan
ship

For those who have just now gotten in
volved in politics, the following names of
people Obama has appointed probably don’t
mean much to you: John Podesta, Rahm
Emanuel and Eric Holder. Let me elaborate

Podesta is heading the transition effort for
Obama, which would include, in part, using
his judgment to select new members of Oba-
ma’s staffrand administration. Podesta, while
respected outside of politics for his accom-
plishments in the academic field, served as
both an assistant to the president and as deputy
chief of staff under President Bill Clinton,
where he was extensively involved in the infa-
mous “Pardongate.”

Clinton, with the assistance of Podesta
sued 140 pardons, including 16 to members of
the violent Puerto Rican group that set off 120
bombs throughout New York City and Chica-
go, killing a half-dozen and wounding dozens
more. It alsq included the pardoning of Edgar
and Vonna Jo Gregory, guilty of bank fraud, in
which Hillary Clinton’s brother had ties with
and lobbied to President Clinton to issue the

.p"dﬂn

and very qualified, is a ruthless partisan who
has continued to sicken our political structure
Examples are of him sending a dead goldfish
10 a co-worker that he had a dispute with
There was also a rumor of him taking a steak
knife and naming all of his political enemies
followed by him shouting the word “dead

and stabbing the table with the knife at a din
ner after the 1996 elections.

Obama has recently announced that he
would like Eric Holder, a former deputy attor.
ney general of the Clinton administration, to
be his attomney general. Holder, while also
qualified, shows tendencies to legislate from
the bench and was involved with the pardon
of Marc Rich (tax evasion, illegal trading with
Iran and FBI Most Wanted List for years)
Holder is awaiting approval before being an
nounced as attorney general

Janet Napolitano, a former Clinton U.S
attorney, is being courted as Obama’s secre
tary of homeland security. On top of all of
that, he is looking to appoint Sen. Hilary
Clinton as his secretary of state (the list of
scandals is too long for the parenthesis)

A few months ago, Obama wanted to
change the world. He wanted to completely
revamp the political system and do away with
all of the political insiders and corruption;
however, it seems now that he is elected, he is
bringing back more and more of the former
Clinton officials in his administration and
some of the same old tricks that were used
back in the 1990s. Where | come from, we
don’t call that change; we call it more of the
same

Jacob Sims is a political science and
history sophomore and president of UK Col-
lege Republicans. E-mail opinions@kyker
nel.corh.

have will be spent on
things that most of us
either don’t need,
don’t want, can’t af-
ford or won't use. As
much as [ want to o
preach against the mindless con-
sumerism and shallow materialism that
has placed so much value in gratifica
tion through things, I hope to give a few
hints on how to save a few dollars. Also,
I would like to help people buy things
they want/can use and really focus on
what it is you're trying to convey with a
gift

WESLEY
ROBINSON
Kernel
columnist

The condition of the economy will
make this one of the better years to pur-
chase more costly gifts ... if you have the
cash that is. There is a huge recession for
a reason, most of which is credit. If you
can’t buy it straight up, let it stay at the
store. Your loved one will understand if
you don’t go all out on gifts this year if
you can explain that you avoided bank-
ruptcy. Trust me.

Some families that already could af-
ford the bow-wrapped Lexus or the all-
expenses paid trip to Europe can capital-
ize on the market and buy two Lexuses
or a trip to Europe and a safari to that
country in Africa. For those of us that
live on earth, there will be lots of sales,
discounts and promotions to get us into
the stores.

First, don't get sucked in by the
Black Friday deals. Half the stuff they
are selling is junk. Those cheap compu
ers, 40 percent off sales and buy-one-get-
three free deals are not worth it. Having
your attention is all that the stores are go-

that no one will ever wear. Seriously con-
sider how useful the gift is going to be
and budget how much will be spent in the
long run

Besides, going the extra mile and
giving others the things they want feels
a lot better than buying a new jacket or
a new game that loses its luster 15 min-
utes after you get it out of the bag
Also, shying away from the personal
gift can really help out your wallet
Even though there's nothing better than
drumming up the Christmas spirit like
buying yourself the perfect present, you
can do without. I know I am not the
only one that enjoys getting myself ex-
actly what I want. But at the end of the
day, whatever holiday you are celebrat-
ing, the holiday season is about giving
and focusing on others.

Finally, remember these quick and
simple tips for holiday shopping. Before
you start, set a budget for all the gifts
you plan on buying and stick to a strict
price range. Exhaust all shopping op-
tions to ensure you have given yourself
the chance to stumble across some won-
derful gift you may have missed. That
perfect gift doesn’t always have to break
the bank, and often times you'll find
something very valuable at a good buy
if you look hard enough. Use the Inter-
net to find the ultra bargain buys but re-
member to allow enough time for ship-
ping

Have a safe Thanksgiving and make
smart purchases that reflect good judg-

nt.
Wesley Robinson is a Spanish junior.
E-mail opinions@kykernel com.
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