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Senate passes partner benefits ban

By Jil Laster
jlaster@kykemel.com

The state Senate approved a bill
yesterday that would ban public uni-
versities and state institutions from
providing domestic-partner benefits to
their employees. The legislation easily
passed in a 30 i

If the bill is approved by the Ken-
tucky House of Representatives, it
would change statutes so that health
benefits for state workers would only
apply to the employee and the em-
ployee's spouse and family, members.

“A statement like this kind of sig-

nals to the rest of the country we're a
backward state,” said state Sen
Emesto Scorsone, D-Lexington

Scorsone, the only openly gay
member of the legislature, said a do-
méstic-partner benefits ban would neg-
atively affect both current employees
and potential recruits to universities.

To hire first-rate researchers, UK
and other state agencies can't offer a
second-rate health plan, Scorsone
said.

Rep. Stan Lee, R-Lexington, said
the costs of domestic-partner benefits
would be an unnecessary burden on
Kentucky, especially at a time when

Appalachia
stereotypes
subject of
dialogue

By Rebecca Sweeney

vswammkmml com

When Kristy Tsou came to UK,
she was afraid to participate and
ask questions during class because
of how she felt her peers would
perceive her.

Tsou, a sociology graduate stu-
dent, was one of five panelists who
told personal stories about being
from Appalachia during last night's
Diversity Dialogue, titled “Talk
from Appalachia,” sponsored by
the Student Diversity Engagement
and the Office of Multicultural Stu-
dent Affairs.

Tsou was afraid that because of
her accent, people would assume
that all of the stereotypes about Ap-
palachian people would apply to
her.

“Generally, redneck jokes are
more accepted than other racial
jokes,” Tsou said

Stereotypes affect the group of
people they're about, but they also
change how outsiders view the
group, Tsou said

Many Appalachian economies
are moving from extraction-based
industries, such as coal mines, to
service industries, which will re-
quire more people, Tsou said.

“People might be afraid to en-
ter the Appalachian region because
of stereotypes they've heard
about,” she said

Tsou recommended keeping
lines of communication open be-
tween people of different groups
and encouraged Appalachians to
“strive to show people how capable
we are.”

Karima Samadi, dietetics major
and College of Agriculture ambas-
sador, moved to Harlan, Ky., from
Albuquerque, N.M., and discussed
the difficult time she had adjusting.

“I found my niche in two

,” Samadi said. She said black
people embraced her because of
her skin color, and the drama club
was where she felt that she fit in
with the nerds.

Samadi said sometimes stereo-
types can be true.

“To me, mountain people are
polite,” she said. “They make
homemade biscuits and the best ap-
ple butter you'll ever taste.”

Lara May Vest, a student affairs
officer at UK from West Liberty,
Ky., in Morgan County, didn’t real-
ize that she was Appalachian until
she received a letter from UK invit-
ing her, as an Appalachian UK stu-
dent, to attend a leadership pro-

n

Vest minored in Appalachian
studies while a student at UK and
said she thought it was awesome
that people were writing books
about and studying Appalachians.

“I love this region, and I want
people to dppreul(c it for what it
stands for,” she sai

Neomia Hagans graduated
from UK in the first class of
Robinson Scholars, a program that
began in 1997 to support students
who might encounter economic,
cultural or institutional set backs
while trying to complete their col-
lege degrees. She said it's difficult
for Appalachian students to transi-
tion from their hometowns to col-
lege.

See Diversity on page 5

state finances are low

“It will cost money,” Lee said. “To
say it won't cost money is fiction.”

The bill will now go to the House
of Representatives, where it will be
assigned to a committee. During the
last legislative session in 2007, a bill
banning domestic-partner benefits
passed in the Senate and then entered
a House committee, where it died af-
ter an 8-8 committee vote that would
have moved it to the House floor.

Part of Lee’s job as the House mi-
nority whip is to gauge how represen-
tatives feel about legislation, he said.
If the current bill made it past the

committee onto the House floor “it
would pass overwhelmingly,” Lee
said.

Scorsone said he doesn’t believe
the bill has enough support to pass in
the House.

Right now about 60 UK employ-
ees benefit from domestic-partner
benefits, said UK spokesman Jay
Blanton. The University of Louisville
was the first public university to pro-
vide domestic-partner benefits, which
started January 2007. UK added do-
mestic-partners to its opt-in health
plan during the April meeting of the

See Benefits on page 5

Scorsone

“... This has
been a
continuing issue
for a few years,
and it's tume to

debate it."

“.... This kind of
signals to the
rest of the
country we're
a baclwv’?rd

Mackenzie Sorensen, 8, sits on the couch
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in her living room Tuesday evening. Mackenzie was diagnosed with cancer in 2005 and has been adopted by Kappa Delta sorority as

part of DanceBlue for the past three years.

Putting a face on the fight

DanceBlue’s Adopt-a-Family program
pairs students with cancer patients

By Katie Saltz
ksalz@kykenel.com

Some 5-year-olds are scared to go
o0 sleep for fear of monsters under the
bed. But Mackenzie Sorensen’s fear
of sleeping was different

“I was scared when night came to
£0 to sleep or to take a nap,” Macken-
zie said. “I was scared I would not
wake up, I would die and wake up in
heaven.”

Mackenzie was diagnosed with
acute lymphocytic leukemia in 2005
when she was 5 years old. She was
treated at the Pediatric Oncology
Clinic at UK Hospital, finishing her
chemotherapy about four months ago
Now Mackenzie is 8 and in remis-
sion.

Being in and out of the hospital
for the past three years, Mackenzie
has had the support of the UK chapter
of the Kappa Delta sorority through

the DanceBlue Adopt-a-Family pro-
gram.

DanceBlue is a yearlong fundrais-
ing project that raises money for UK's
Pediatric Oncology Clinic and ends
with a 24-hour dance marathon. The
Family Relations Committee for
DanceBlue organizes the Adopt-a-
Family program, which pairs Dance-
Blue teams with families who have a
child with cancer. Committee chair
Rachel Botto said the program bene-
fits both the families and the teams.

“It is important that families know
there are students on campus that sup-
port them in what can be a difficult
time,” Botto said. “Also, for the
adopting organizations, the program
puts a face on pediatric cancer. These
organizations now realize these are
real children facing a very real and se-
rious fight.”

The Sorensens are one of 12 fam-
ilies in the Adopt-a-Family program

this year. KD was paired with
Mackenzie in the first year of her
treatment. Sorority member Emily
Zengal, a journalism junior, said her
fellow members have developed a re-
ationship with Mackenzie and re-
quested her for the past two years.

Adopt-a-Family is just a part of
DanceBlue, but it is one aspect that
can make an amazing impact on a
personal level, Botto said. This year,
one student donated UK basketball
tickets to a child at the clinic, and an-
other team traveled out of town to
watch a child be baptized

“Organizations are mmmg out to
families in ways that ever could
have dreamed,” Botto uld 'We have
organizations cooking mieals, raking

yards and helping clean these fami-
lu\ houses.”

‘When Mackenzie was in isolation
in the hospital, she couldn’t go to the
clinic library. When she wanted to
read, she could only choose from
books people brought to her room
For her birthday, Mackenzie asked
members of KD to collect and donate
children’s books to the clinic’s library,

Prof to speak on global importance

By Hear mery
news@hykernel.com

Pakistan is a country easily over-
looked when discussions of the Mid-
dle East arise, but with nuclear capa-
bilities and links to terrorism it is a
“hotspot” in the region, a UK profes-
sor said.

The rapidly growing country is the
focus of a presentation by John Stem-
pel, a professor in the Patterson School
of Diplomacy and International Com-
merce. His lecture is titled “Pakistan —
At the Center of the Storm” and will be
held tonight at 7 in room 249 in the
Student Center.

 First issue free. Subsequent issues 25 cents.

Students Taking Action
Globally and the Bluegrass
Chapter of the United Nations
Association are hosting the
event, which is free to the pub-
lic. A question and answer ses-
sion will follow the presenta-
tion.

Stempel said Americans
should learn about Pakistan be-
cause of controversial issues
surrounding the country

Benazir Bhutto, Pakistan's former-
prime minister and then-candidate for
the office was assassinated Dec. 27, and
the country is now in a state of emer-
gency, Stempel said. The county’s plans

the
" he

Richard Mitchell, a member of the
Bluegrass Chapter of the United Na-
tions Association and a professor at
UK’s College of Dentistry, said it is

said Renee Sorensen, Mackenzie's
mother. It was one of the many ges-
tures they've made that Renee said
has encouraged her daughter.

“It’s been nice to have the girls
around because it gives Mackenzie
somebody to look up to,” she said

KD members visit Mackenzie in
and out of the hospital, Zengal said,
and they gave her gifts when she
came to the KD Christmas party

Because the program inolves the
whole family, Zengal said the KDs try
to buy Mackenzie's older brother,
Parker Sorensen, gifts as well so he
doesn’t feel left out. This Christmas,
Parker, 14, received a football signed
by the seniors of the UK football
team.

“So much of it is on Mackenzie
S0 we try to include her brother too,”
Zengal said. “We talk to him about
school and normal things like that.”

Parker said his sister’s sickness
doesn’t affect his life that much, but it
was good to see the KDs care about
Mackenzie

“They all just took her under their

See DanceBlue on page §

¢ of Pakistan

lections were put
on hold since the assassina-
tion.

The current political situa-
tion and the possible presence
of Osama bin Laden, who has
been thought to be hiding in
Pakistan, and other terrorist
groups makes the region dan-
gerous, Stempel said

“Pakistan could be
ncxl place terrorism breaks out,”
said.

crucial for America to ally itself with
Pakistan. The region also has the sec-
ond largest Muslim population in the
world, Mitchell said, and it is impor.
tant for people across the world to
learn more about the country and its
culture

As a former director of the Patter-
son School and a known expert on the
region, Stempel is qualified to talk on
the country and conflicts, Mitchell said

The country and its problems are
very complex, Mitchell said, and stu-
dents and faculty members interested
in the politics and the direction of the
Middle East should attend the
speech

Newsroom: 257-1915; Advertising: 257-2872
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By Linda C. Black

To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0
the most challenging.

Aries (March 21 - April 19) Today
is-a 7 — Focus on financial matters
in total privacy. Listen, but don't
even offer advice. The situation is
rapidly changing. Take care of yo
old obligations before incurring
more.

Taurus (April 20 — May 20) Today
is a 6 — You can be supportive, b
keep control of the checkbook. D
allow your partner to spend
money without permission.

may be an attempt, so vigilance is
required

Gemini (May 21 - June 21) Today
is a 7 — Wait just a little bit longer
before launching new projects.
Don't launch anything, actually. Do
your pre-launch checklists again

Sy "
Len(.lulyzi Aug zz>u
6 — %u

n( vu:‘lpw scare yo
And dor them sense fe
turns them onsters

Vlrgu (Aug - Sepl 2)7

Collision Center

Accepting all insurance claims.
170 Dennis Drive (2 miles from

campus) 277197

thing for your home at
some price. It could be
or food, but it's more likely

ect
Sagmanus (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
You can find anoth
ve your objective
way is blocked, but don't

ar 1
Bapncnm (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) To
e a lot of
nds that need to be
| annoying criticism
by cleaning up messes in private
Aquunns (Jun 20 - Feb. 18) To
dayisa7 eep quiet for a while
Y ority figures. You
just don't insti-
nfrontation. There are oth
ve your point, later.
Plsces 1Feh 19 - March 20) To
ay is a 6 — Finish up the task at
and, and don't complain about it
g this out of the way will free
of your valuable time. And

Today’ s
Horoscopes
Sponsored By:

Restaurant and Lounge

FIREPLACES,
SOFAS and
LOVESEATS
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Queen’s health kick

1He DiSH

Latifah talks weight
loss, babies and
TomKat with Us

She’s curvy and proud of it!
but that doesn’t mean Queen
Latifah is opposed to dropping a
few pounds to stay healthy. The
37-year-old New Jersey native
(currently starring in Mad Mon-
ey with Katie Holmes and Diane
Keaton) is following in the foot-
steps of Kirstie Alley and Va-
lerie Bertinelli as Jenny Craig’s
newest celebrity client. But the
actress/singer only plans to shed
15 to 20 pounds from her fa-
mously full-figured frame. She
gives Us the scoop.

Q: Why did you sign up
with Jenny Craig?

I read that if you lose 5 to 10
percent of your body weight,
you would cut your chance of
diabetes in half. I thought, Wow,
that's a big, dramatic thing that
can occur. And that’s only, like,
15 or 20 pounds. That’s nothing

: So what’s your plan to
shed the weight?

It's really simple: It’s good
food! I also have a trainer and
g0 to the gym on my own too. I
might take a spinning class or a
kickboxing class or a cardio
sculpt. I get bored easily

Q: Hollywood has babies
on the brain. Do you?

This question keeps coming
up! It helps probably to drop
some weight because you're go-
ing to gain a bunch when you're
pregnant. And giving birth is
challenging, so it helps to be in

shape.

Q: How was working with
Katie and Diane in Mad Mon-
ey?

It was cool. There was so
much going on with Katie and
Tom [Cruise] and the baby
[Suri] being around. We were
sort of protective of one another.
There were no egos!

.
Project Runway’s standouts

Who will sew up a place in
Fashion Week? Us handicaps
four worthy candidates.

Victorya Hong, 35

Why she’ll make it: After a
few missteps, the married Korea
native (who has her own cloth-
ing label) has proven that her
perfectionist mentality yields el-
egant results. Exhibit A: That
stunning blue prom dress.

Why she won’t: She can
also be abrasive, bossy and
whiny a lethal combination
come runway judgment day.

Rami Kashou, 31

Why he’ll make it: It's no
wonder the attached Palestinian
has styled celebs including Tyra
Banks and Fergie — he has a
gift for draping gorgeous gowns.
And guest judge Zac Posen was
wowed by his colorful Her-
shey’s-inspired frock

Why he won't: The draping
got stale by midseason. It's time
to find a new gift.

Jillian Lewis, 26

Why she’ll make it: The
New York-reared Ralph Lauren
designer (who has a boyfriend)
has shown wide range. Who else
could pull off a chic denim en-
semble, an avant-garde trench

University of Kentucky Bands

coat and a skirt made of Twiz-
zlers? Twizzlers, people!

Why she won't: Her time-
management problem is a disas-
ter waiting to happen.

Christian Siriano, 22

‘Why he’ll make it: It’s easy
to loathe the attached Maryland
native. He's young, obsessed
with the word fierce, ultra-cocky
— and talented. After all, his
over-the-top organza gown led
to a rare smile from judge Nina
Garcia

Why he won't: He’s had a
few misses, such as that ugly,
lacy prom dress. See, he's not
perfect!

Willie's dish on his pals

Willie Nelson has been in
the music biz more than 50
years, but he’s still not ready to
park his tour bus. The Texas na-
tive, 74 (who is a married father
of six), is back with a new disc,
Moment of Forever (out January
29). He talks tunes and famous
friends with Us.

Q: What’s your secret to
career longevity?

I've been biessed with good
health. My band and I are no
spring chickens! We are still
working a lot every year and en-
joying it. You can't beat a deal
like that.

son is in your new video. Are
you helping her with her coun-
try album?

Yeah. She is writing with
some other folks too, and I'm
kind of watching her back.
Which is not a bad idea.

COPYRIGHT 2008 US WEEKLY.

* see yourself in UK Bands!
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“We're looking up blogs, going, ‘Have you
seen this?” And we're going, “That’s not real!
We would know if he was coming.’ And
then our creators were like, ‘No, he's really
coming.””

— Sophia Bush on finding out Kevin Federline would be
guest-starring on “One Tree Hill”

y Sarah Knight

features@kykernel.com

For one famously fashionable
TV star, helping men learn how
to dress isn’t his only passion
— he also enjoys sharing his
experiences with college stu-
dents.

Carson Kressley, known
for his role as one of the “fab
five” on the TV series “Queer

J Eye for the Straight Guy,”
will be speaking tonight at § in
the Student Center Grand Ball-
room.

U “I prefer not to call it a lec-

be more like
light-hearted dis-
cussion.”

ture — it sounds so boring,”
Kressley said. “Instead, it will

Former fab five fella to bring
fashion advice

and show them there is no one way
to make it in any career.

“I can’t give all the answers,” he
said. “But I can share my experiences,
and hopefully it will help to inspire
others.”

Kressley said he also plans on
talking about the phenomenon of re-
ality television and America's ob-
session with celebrities. At the end
of the lecture, he will open up the
floor for a question and answer ses-
sion.

“Hopefully, with the question and
answers, I can give some sort of ‘in-
sider’s look” at celebrities,” Kressley
said. .
Lauren Baxter, director of pop cul-
ture for Student Activities Board,
which is sponsoring the
talk, said SAB chose

“Itis important  Kressley to come to UK

] With his eye because he brings some-
P ofor  fashion, tObEYOUrself jEesche benes so
A Kressley broke it at all costs. “We were looking for
[ y the fashion world a speaker that deals with
o /. by landing a long-  Follow your topics that have not been

term position at
Ralph Lauren in
New York City. Now,
as the host of Life-

\ //;

time's new  series
“How to Look Good
Naked,” Kressley

spends his time teaching
| people how to feel good

in their own skin and

talking to students about
’ how to get their foot in
the door of the fashion
world.

“It is important to be
yourself at all costs,”

you want.”
Kressley said

country is coming to UK through a film presentation

Film documents

dream and listen

discussed before — in
this case, fashion,” Baxter

toyour heart.  said.

Don't worry
s0 much about
what others tell
you to do, but do
what you want.”

/] Kressley said. “Follow your dream

/ and listen to your heart. Don't
worry so much about what oth-
ers tell you to do, but do what

he hopes

that by sharing his experi-
ences with students, he can
give them hope for their future

Baxter said she
hopes the discussion
helps make students a
little more confident in
their body image.

“I hope people realize
that he has an amazing
message,” she said.
“(‘How to Look Good
CARSON  Naked') comes out in Jan-
KRESSLEY yary and is all about being
TVPersonality - comfortable in your own

A

Tickets are free for students with
a UK ID, $10 for UK faculty and
staff and $15 for the general public,
and they can be purchased at the
Student Center ticket office. For
more information about tonight's
event, call 257-8867 or visit the
SAB Web site (http://www.uksab.
org)

B(E‘L(&i OF THE WEEK

Name: General Eccentric

activism, gender

6p.m.

issues in India ja

nique and eccentric casual and clubbing fashion.
Hours: Monday through Saturday: 10 a.m. to 9 pm.; 12 p.m. to
on Sunday.

ion: Center Court at 535 S. Upper St

id-range.

Why it's cool: Students get 10 percent off by showing their stu-
Barr dent ID, and General Eccentric receives two to three new cloth-

By Margaret Barr
features@kykernel.com

ing shipments every week. Shipments include a limited number

of each size of a particular garment, whict. makes it uncommon

An Indian activist's fight against a dam project in her home

Arundhati Roy’s film “Dam/Age,” which claims that the

for students to see other people wearing the same clothing on
campus. The store also contains a wide variety of clothing, so

U

Like moths to a flame visitors gather every evening at sunset at Uluru or
Ayers Rock in Australia,

Going global: Hot picks

MICHAEL GOULDING | ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

Narmada dam project in India will displace up to a million peo-
ple, will be shown tonight from 7 to 9 in the Bingham-Davis
House at the Gaines Center. The showing is free and open to the
public.

The showing is part of a film series sponsored by UK's
Gender and Women's Studies program. Kate Black, an archivist
and library faculty member, chooses the films to be presented
each semester. This year, she said her theme was women resist-

“I always aim to have the film be international and have a
variety of perspectives,” Black said.

“Dam/Age” follows Roy as she struggles against the dam
being built across the Narmada River in Gujarat, India. Roy
said the project will not provide the needed irrigation or drink-
ing water for the area.

Srimati Basu, an associate professor in Gender and
‘Women's Studies, will introduce the film and lead commentary
and discussion afterward. Black said she chose Basu to com-

customers can find an outfit for any occasion.

General Eccentric
offers students
the chance to
look fashionably
unique on cam-
pus for a reason-
able price.

CHRISTINA LAYTON
STAFF

See Dam/Age on page 4

for 2008 overseas travel

By Gary A. Warner

The Orange County Register

Picks for overseas adventures
in 2008:

Argentina

Tum winter on its head with a
summer visit in February (the sea-
sons are reversed in the Southern
Hemisphere). Or ski in August

Argentina is the most “Euro-
pean” of the South American
countries. Check out Bariloche, a
winter resort town that’s a little
slice of Switzerland.

Buenos Aires is a hot spot if
you like big cities

Southeast Asia

Development continues
across the region, with the type of
travelers changing as Western
lodgings (and prices) spread
across the region. Vietnam is the
new Thailand. Cambodia is the
new Vietnam. Laos is the new
Cambodia. Just chose your grit
comfort level. Vietnam is now an
upscale vacation destination, with
luxury hotels in Ho Chi Minh
City (Saigon), and plush beach
resorts in Da Nang. Golf has be-
come a growing part of the
tourism industry. Cambodia is
good for backpackers, but four-
and five-star hotels are starting to
bloom in the Siem Reap
Province

Cambodia is seeing an up
grade in hotels and restaurants
though renovations at the famed
Angkor Wat temple complex are
controversial. Laos is still best for
experienced backpackers.

Bulgaria

Believe it or not, it’s the hot
spot of the moment in Europe as
the crowds that once played in
Prague and Budapest are priced
out and seek new haunts. Roma-
nia is attractive to some, while
the Baltic republics are farther
along in tourism development
and areas like the Ukraine and
Serbia have lingering economic
or political issues. The further
east you go, the more bumpy (but
perhaps interesting) the trip
Check out Beachbulgaria.com
which offers info on many Black
Sea resorts.

Australia

The dollar is getting weak
even in the traditionaily bargain.
friendly land down under. Best
bet is to get away from the big
cities of Sydney and Melbourne,
where prices are the highest. Our
summer (their winter) is an espe

cially great time for visiting the
north and center of the country
The Great Barrier Reef is in
prime season. Box jellyfish,
which sting many vacationers in
the summer, are gone during the
winter. Meanwhile, the usually
baking temperatures of the interi-
or have cooled. Try offbeat towns
like  Silverton,  Kalgoorlie,
Coober Pedy and Lightning
Ridge for a taste of outback life
Rent a four-wheeler and drive
part of the Mereenie Loop Road
from Alice Springs to Uluru (also
known as Ayers Rock). The road
is a great adventure littered with
wrecked vehicles and hubcaps
hung in trees. Relatively frequent
traffic along the road ensures vis.
itors won't get stranded. If you
are looking for luxury, try the
Ghan or Indian-Pacific train
routes. The main downside to
Australia is the expensive plane
tickets. A one-way ticket runs
more than $1.000.

General tips

Check out booking engines
like kayak.com to compare plane
and hotel prices.

e site skims from many
traveling Web sites, including ma
jor sites like expedia.com and
cheaptickets.com

Check for travel warnings on
the USS. State Department Web
site as well as the Australian gov-
emnment (www.smartraveller.gov
au) and British Foreign & Com.
monwealth Office (www.fco.uk
gov/travel)

A couple of my favorite Web
sites for trading information
about travel are vagablogging net
and worldhum.com. They have
good message boards about even
the most obscure destinations.
But be careful when using travel
message boards; some posters
tend to exaggerate to “show their
bravado” and may try to tell you
that a place is all right for travel
though you might be uncomfort
able. The further off the beaten
track, the better to consider trav
eling with a friend or even a
group.

Go anyway: Prognosticators
are often wrong, but the general
consensus is that a weak dollar
and high gas prices will be stick
ing around for awhile

A “wait ‘til next year” attitude
probably isn’t going to save you
any money. Go now and just
shorten your trip by a day or two
to make up for the difference. Or
just figure you'll deal with the
credit card bills when you get
home.
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‘America’s Next Top
Model winner a
strong competitor

By Tania Padgett

Newsday

Don't let the girl-next-door
looks and demeanor fool you.
Saleisha Stowers, the latest
winner of “America’s Next Top
Model,” is one tough cookie.

“It takes a strong black
woman to get out there and
work the fashion industry,”
Stowers said in an interview
with Newsday. “And I am a
strong black woman.”

Stowers will need to be
strong. The modeling world,
which The CW'’s “Top Model”
demonstrates repeatedly, is not
for the faint of heart. It also
doesn’t seem to be the place
where there are many African-
Americans

“I would love to see more
African-American faces,”
Stowers says. “We are beauti-
ful. There should be more of
us on the runway.”

There aren’t, though. And
despite her win, Stowers well-
publicized strut into the world
of high fashion has been con-
troversial and somewhat wob-
bly. Critics groused that the 5-
foot-9 former receptionist
from California had an unfair
advantage over the other con-
testants because of her previ-
ous modeling experience and
ties with Tyra Banks, who pro-
duces and presides over the
show Stowers  attended
Banks’ T-Zone camp for girls
when she was 14 and reported-
ly has appeared twice as an
extra on Banks’ talk show

Stowers says she got on the
show “fair and square.” Early on

DAW/AGE

Continued from page 3

in the competition, she defended
herself against two housemates
who implied through their ques-
tioning that she did not deserve
to be there. “Honestly it's a
competition,” said Stowers, who
was o riled that she leapt onto a
bed. “I don’t care who attacks
me. I'm here to win and I proba-
bly will.”

She did. With razor-sharp

ers took down her competitors
one by one, including Bianca
Golden, who once called her
“almost plus-sized” and Chan-
tal Jones, a stunning blue-eyed
blonde _ who many fans
thought was a shoo-in to win.

Stowers is the third
African-American model to
win on the reality show. She
received a management deal
with Elite Model Manage-
ment, a $100,000 contract with
CoverGirl cosmetics, and the
cover and a six-page fashion
spread in the January issue of
Seventeen magazine.

Still, Stowers knows that
winning the TV show does not
guarantee career success. You
won't see her on the runway
during the upcoming Fashion
Week because her agency is
not sending her to any castings.

“Saleisha already has com-
mitments including CoverGirl
and doing publicity for ‘Amer-
ica’s Next Top Model',” says
Jose Covarrubias, her booking
agent at Elite. She also needs
to become more seasoned, he
adds. However, he says, “We
will definitely send her to the
next one.”

ment on the film because of her expertise on gender in India.
Roy’s first novel, “The God of Small Things,” won the
Booker Prize in 1997 and the Lannan Cultural Freedom Prize in

2002. Roy also wrote an extended es e C

er Common

Good.” protesting the dam construction. She donated her Booker
Prize money and other book royalties to the Narmada Bachao

mada dam project

Andolan, a non-governmental organization that opposes the Nar-

ontap|iis s

TONIGHT

Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings
w/ The Ivan Milev Band

7:30 p.m., Bogarts, Cincinnati. Tick-
ets cost $15.

Legendary Rhythm and Blues
Revue

8 p.m., The Southgate House Ball
room, Newport. Tickets cost $25.

SATURDAY, Feb. 2
Lee Rocker w/ Crown Electric
7 p.m., The Dame. Tickets cost $10.

Straw Boss
9 p.m,, The Southgate House, New-
port. Tickets are free.

Brassknuckle Boys . w/ The
Bridgeburners and Kill Toby Wyatt

10 p.m., The Dame. Tickets cost $5.
Grampall Jookabox w/ Doog
9p.m., The Dame. Tickets cost $3.  MON
Dax Riggs
9 p.m., The Dame. Tickets cost $7.

TUESDAY, Feb. 5

, Feb. 4

John Berry & the Outliers
9 pm., The Southgate House
Lounge, Newport. Tickets are free

Skillet

FRIDAY, Feb. 1 730 pm., Headliners, Louisville
Six Organs of Admittance w/ Tickets cost $19.
Mick Turner and Caves
7 p.m., The Dame. Tickets cost $8.  WEDNESDAY, Feb. 6
" Hurt

Sharon Dap & the Dap Kings 8 p.m., Headliners, Louisville. Tick-
8 p.m., Headliners, Louisville. Tick- gt cost $13
ets cost $13.

Ryan Malott w/ David Rhodes
Lee Rocker w/ Stardevils Brown and Stephen Kuffner
10 pm. The Southgate House, g pm, The Southgate House
Newport. Tickets are free Lounge, Newport. Tickets are free

COMPILED BY FEATURES EDITOR EMILY COOVERT

MREYOUH
WEEKEND PLANS

1. Flatpickin’ show

He’s not in the Beatles, but this Richard Starkey knows how to play
Starkey, an acclaimed guitarist, has won his share of flatpicking
contests with an outstanding playing style that is dignified and
straightforward. His latest CD, with Mark Cosgrove, is titled
“Delaware Crossing.” Starkey will perform as part of Red Barn Ra-
dio Live at 7:30 tonight in the Arts Place Performance Hall on 161
N. Mill St. Admission is $5 for adults and free for children under
12. For more information, call 277-8224.

2. “Boston Marriage”

Playwright Dave Mamet brings his trademark dialogue and perfect
timing to this black-comedy play. Tonight at 7:30 marks the preview
of their new play “Boston Marriage” with a Radiohead-like “pay
what you can” price. From Feb. 1 o 24, the show starts at 8 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays with ticket prices of $15 to $25. On Sundays,
the starts at 2 p.m. with the same prices. There are no perfor-
mances Monday through Thursday. For more information, call
3070 or visit the Actors Guild of Lexington’s Web site (www.actors-
guildoflexington.org).

3. Dance party

The formula is simple. The Big Maracas will provide the music,
Natasha’s Café will provide the dance floor, and you provide the
dancing. The party starts Friday at 9 p.m., and there is a $7 cover.
Natasha's is located downtown at 112 Esplanade. For more informa-
tion, call 259-2754 or visit Natasha’s Web site (www.beetnik com)

With Dr. Lance Ferguson
Commonwealth Eye Surgery

RSVP
(859) 402- 2576

Refreshments Provided

Private decks

beach volleyball

*available option

Walk-in closets *

Entry locks on all bedrooms
Furnished units available

Panic alarms in each bedroom

Clubhouse with group study
and social interaction area

the best f%ﬂtmﬁ

All units have private bedrooms
with attached private
bathrooms and 9 foot ceilings *

Hardwood floors*

Stainless steel appliances

Washer and dryer in each unit

Basic cable and high-speed internet
in each bedroom and living room

On-site parking

Indoor basketball court,
state-of-the-art fitness
center and tanning bed

Resort style pool and

z%«e most
conyenient

Short walk to classes

Lease by the bed or unit

GREEK SING 2008
“STOMP THE COMPETITION”
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 2"°

7:00 PM
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DANCEBLUE

Continued from page 1

wing and supported her,” Parker
d. 1~ cool to know that peo-

Even after Mackenzie had
been in the hospital for a while,
Renee said it was helpful to
have the KDs continue their vis.
its to her daughter.

“You are in the hospital for
so long, it gets monotonous,”
Renee said. “After going so
many times it’s almost like it’s

BENEFITS

Continued from page 1

Board of Trustees

“The president has said time and
again, and it’s the position of the univer-

sity, that at the end of the day

hoping that the legislature will give uni-
versities the flexibility to make deci-
alth care of its em-
ployees and families,” Blanton said.
said it's time for domestic-part-
ner benefits to pass through a committee

sions about the h

and reach the House floor.

“The way I view it, and this is what
the citizens want and what the citizens
expect, is that this has been a continuing

not a big deal anymore, md the
girls would still come visit.”

Having Mackenzie around
has been positive for the KD
girls 100, Zengal said, and being
involved with the Sorensens
helps the girls appreciate how
lucky they are

“We complain about school
and homework, but there are
kids just trying o keep up with
their homework, wishing they
could go to school.” Zengal
said. “It rwll\ puts things in
perspective.”

Mackenzie goes to the clinic
for check ups every 30 days so

The House of Repre:

ready has a bill in commit

ban domestic-partner bene

Rep. Richard Henderson, D-Jeffer-
sonville, who sponsors the House bill,
said his legislation is still receiving
“overwhelming support”
calls from constituents and 20 co-spon-

we're  sors. But because of the

down and discussion withi
tee has been put on hold

now because there’s been

dormant, so after the bud
I'll make a real push.”

issue for a few years, and it’s time to de-

bate it,” Lee said.

Dlvensm(,

Continued from page 1

“We go from a small en-
vironment to a diverse school
like UK, and we don’t know |
where we fit in,” said Ha-
gans, who's from Knott
County. “At home, we're lhc
star student, but here, we're
only a glimmer of the twi
light.”

Mahjabeen  Rafiuddin,
the director of Student Diver-
sity Engagement, said she
hopes the Diversity Dialogue
honored Appalachian  stu-
dents and challenged other
students to see their strug-
gles.

“The conversation of per-
sonal stories is something we
don’t get very often at UK
and I think that’s important,”
Rafiuddin said |

Rafiuddin said her goal is |
for all students to go to dia-
logues that are about people
different from themselves
and respect each other. |

Staff writer Blair Thomas contributed to this story.

nature of the bill, the process has slowed

“I'm not really pushing the bill right

around here because the new governor is
just getting his feet wet,”
said. “But I'm not one to let an issue sit

doctors can monitor for relapses.
Renee said she and the family
will probably stay involved with
DanceBlue to keep raising
awareness for the clinic
eatment takes so long,
it's a part of (Mackenzie's) life
now,” Renee said. “It’s impor
tant to let people me that
things are looking up.”

The actual dance marathon is
something Mackenzie said she
looks forward to. Like last year,
Mackenzie plans on singing in
the talent show during the family
hour. The first year she attended
was fun, Mackenzie said, even

sentatives al
tee that would
fits as well

with phone

controversial |

n the commit-

though she was tired by the time
she left

“It was way past my bed
time. Like, 10 o'clock,” she
said

After being involved with
DanceBlue, Mackenzie said she
thought about other ways to
help kids like her. One of her fa-
vorite things to do is draw, and
she wants to use her drawing to
cheer up kids with cancer

“I thought about drawing
pictures for other p‘-npk to
make  them I' better,”
Mackenzie said. * dm\! want
them to be as scared as I was.”

NEWS BRIEF

| SG approves funds
for clubs, grants

The Student Government Appropriations
and Revenue Committ

net last night to re-

view funding requests. Nine organizations re-

a slow down

Henderson

get is settled,

ceived funding from SG, totaling $8.000. The
committee gave $1,000 for general funding
grants and another $1,000 to the College of
Law Student Bar Association. Three club sports
received $1,000 each, and $3,000 was allocated
for service and diversity grants. One Senate

special project was recommended by the com-
mittee and will go on to the full Senate next

week for final approval

Israels Labor Party leader waiting in wings

By Joel Greenberg
Chicago Tribune

JERUSALEM Ehud
Barak, the former Isracli prime
minister whose push for Mideast
peace failed eight years ago, is

waiting in the wings, the fate of
the Israeli government in his
hands.

The burly defense minister
and Labor Party leader is in a
pivotal  position  following
Wednesday’s release of an offi-
cial report harshly critical of the
performance of Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert’s government dur-
ing Isracl’s war against Hezbol-
lah guerrillas in Lebanon in the
summer of 2006.

Barak, 65, a decorated for-
mer army general who succ
ed the discredited wartime de-
fense minister last June, has
been positioning himself for a
bid to return to the prime minis-
ter’s office, which he occupied
in 2000 when peace talks with

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
broke down and were followed
by a violent Palestinian uprising

His next move following
Wednesday's report — possibly
pulling out of the government
thereby toppling it, or calling for
Olmert’s resignation — could be
decisive for the future of Israel’s
governing coalition and Presi
dent Bush’s last-ditch attempt to
secure an Israeli-Palestinian
peace pact by the end of this
year

While Olmert’s allies argued
that the report was not as damn-
ing as expected, Barak now has
to decide whether to make good
on a promise to seek Olmert’s
replacement or new elections
once the Lebanon report is is
sued

Barak had no immediate
comment on the report Wedne
day; his aides said he was study-
ing it. Eitan Cabel, a Barak ally
and the Labor Party whip in par.
liament, said Barak had to de

cide whether to make Olmert
personally accountable for his
conduct of the war.

“Barak’s dilemma is first of
all a moral one: He has a chance
to set thing: it in the eyes of
the public,” ‘abel said. “There
cannot be a situation where
there is no responsibility and no
one sets a personal example. My
sense is that at the end of 2008
there will be elections.”

A former commando and
army chief of staff, Barak’s star
dimmed after his failed talks
with Arafat and the outbreak of
the uprising. Some Israelis ac
cused him of trying to give
away too much, while others
said he was too unyielding

After losing the 2001 elec
tions to former Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon, Barak went into
business for several years, mak
ing handsome profits, before re-
turning to politics and regaining
the leadership of the Labor Party
last year

S
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St Augustine’s Episcopal Chapel
535 p.m. Sunday Worship
Home cooked meal to follow

A Home
Away
From Home

Customer Service
Advisors
$15-$20/Hr.

Do you have an outgoing personality
and enjoy lnteractmg with people?
Do you enjoy assisting customers
in selecting the best products and
services for their needs? Are you

looking for:
*WORK OUTSIDE
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
*PAID TRAINING
®EXCELLENT PAY

To be considered please fax a letter

of interest to
859-266-6535

investigational

at no cost.

Tived of monthly peviods?
Join tHhe cvowo\ Then join our study.

We are researching an investigational dosing
schedule of an approved contraceptive that could give
you freedom from your monthly periods.

We are looking for healthy female voluntoers to participate in a clinical
research study of an investigational dosing schedule of an approved
onl contraceptive (OC). The purpose of this study is to see if women
can safely and effectively extend the time betwoen their periods by
continuously taking the OC for up to 120 days instead of the approved
28-day dosing cycle. Taking the OC for 120 days continuously is
considered

You may be eligible to participate if you are healthy and 18-35
years old.

Study participation lasts for one year. Qualifying voluntoers can expect
8 study clinic visits. Al study-related office visits, medical evaluations,
and oral contraceplive will be provided to qualified study participants

il tod

859.264.8999

CKRA

1.800.898.1966

GETS THE ADRENALINE GOING.
YOURS AND WHOEVER READS ABOUT
XIT ON YOUR RESUME.

that marks the

Become a Leader - Join Army ROTC
For more information check out the UK Army ROTC website at https://www.uky. edu/armyrotc/ or
contact Major Brad Harrington at 257-6865/bdharr3@uky.edu

U.S ARNY
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UK tops U of L to remain undefeated | Super Bowl commercial
designed to help and

inspire the deaf

By Laura Pepper
Ipepper@kykerel.com

With a perfect season on
the line and 14 straight wins
against Louisville, UK took to
the courts at the Hilary J
Boone Tennis Complex yester.
day and kept both streaks in
tact

Though the Cardinals won
the doubles point, the women's
tennis team took four out of six
singles matches to earn a 4-3
win

The Cats’ fourth win of the
season marked their 15th
straight against U of L and the
second consecutive year that
UK has gone 4-0 to start the
a feat that has now
occurred only six times in
school history

“I am happy with the win,
because we played a very in-
tense well-coached
Louisville team,” head coach
Carlos Drada said

In the center-court doubles
match, UK junior Carolina Es
camilla and sophomore Chris
tine Johnston faced off against
sophomore Lauren Imre and
junior Lindsey Jones for a
very tough  and
matchup

Both teams had trouble exe
cuting their first serves
throughout the beginning of the
set, forcing them into crucial
second serve situations. But
UK held strong, hitting many
short, quick returns that U of [

season

and

vocal

could not handle.

A controversial ball ruling
that went against UK led to a
lengthy dispute between both
teams and the umpire. The ar
gument left Escamilla and
Johnston emotionally charged
and it seemed like the pair
rode that emotion for the dura-
tion of the set. Escamilla and
Johnson soared to an 8-1 vic-
tory to give UK its first dou
bles win

U of L won the other two
doubles matches, 8-2 and 8-4
respectively, giving the Cardi
nals the team doubles point

It was the first time that
we lost in doubles, and the fact
that the girls were able to over
come difficulties and were able
to tumn it around prepares them
for more adverse situations,”
Drada said.

UK won four out of six
singles matches to clinch the
team victory, but they had to
work for each individual win
Two of the matches went into
a third set and another took a
tiebreaker before the outcome
was decided in the Cats’ fa
vor

“The girls dug deep and did
what they could to win,” Drada
said

UK sophomore  Sarah
Woestmann took her turn at
Imre in the center-court singles
match. The match featured pre
dominately backcourt play, as
the players rarely came close to
the net

Sop
Sarah W

mann returns a

Louisville's
Lauren Imre 6
4,62
BRITNEY MCIN.
TOSH

STAFF

Woestmann won the first
set 6-4, causing a frustrated
Imre to go back to her bench
and slam her racket against her
Woestmann

¢. taking the
second set 62 to claim the
match

“She had good shots, but
when I mixed it up, she start
ed missing a lot,” Woestmann
1 didn’t want to give
her any free points. I didn’t
want 1o miss. | wanted her to

equipment  bag

continued winni

said

One of the team’s goals is
1o remain undefeated until SEC
play starts, Woestmann said

The fourth win on the sea
it the Cats a little
closer to meeting that goal. The
team’s first SEC
uled for Feb. 29
Carolina

The Cats look to continue
their winning streak Saturday at
Indiana. First serve is set for 10

son broug

me is sched
gainst South

am

By Vikki Ortiz
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO _ Two deaf men
are driving down a dark residen-
tial street trying to find a Super
Bowl party at another deaf
friend’s house. But neither of
them ‘brought the address, so
how do they figure out which
door to knock on?

On Sunday, Darren Therri
ault, 45, of Schaumburg, 111
will help deliver the punch line
to millions of Super Bowl view
ers when he stars in a 60-second
PepsiCo commercial during the
pregame show

Therriault, who works at the
corporation’s Chicago office and
has been deaf since birth, hopes
viewers with disabilities will
catch the light-hearted commer
cial and be inspired. Since the ad
debuted last week on You Tube
he says he has heard from hun-
dreds of deaf people across the
country offering congratulations.

‘I just can't believe that it’s
happened,” Therriault said. “I'm
overwhelmed. I wanted to do
something that would make a
difference to people with dis
abilities . . . I'm so proud.”

The information technology
specialist had only been on the
job for a few weeks when a Pep-
siCo employee from the compa
ny’s Plano, Texas, headquarters

approached him. That employee,
“lay Broussard, was active in
the company’s “Enable” organi-
zation, a network that tries to
create a welcoming culture for
people dealing with various dis-
abilities.

Broussard, who is not deaf
but leamed sign language after
working for years in the hear-
ing-impaired community,
thought it would be both fun and
eye-opening to tumn a joke well-
known to deaf people into a
commercial for mainstream au-
diences.

Corporate executives quick-
ly got behind the idea. Brous-
sard contacted Therriault and
another deaf man, a forklift op-
erator at a different company lo-
cation, to play the two men on
their way to the party

Therriault, who had never so
much as been in a school play,
was surprised by the request

‘I looked at him like, ‘Are
you serious?” I don’t think I can
act that well,” he said.

But after more thought,
Therriault decided the experi-
ence would be a good idea

He grew up in Vermont in a
family where his parents, two
sisters and three brothers could
hear. They moved around the
East Coast so that he could be
enrolled in good schools for the
deaf, he said

Community & Techn

Bluegrass -4~

1 College

¢ One of the lowest tuition rates in the state

Call 859.246.6200 ext. 56789 or visit www.bluegrass.kctes.edu for cl

Apply today!

Didn’t get the classes you need?

Spring I (¢ight-week) classes at Bluegrass Community and Technical College begin February 28.

+ General education classes that transfer to four-year institutions

ass schedules and more information.

WALK TO CLASS

GREAT LOCATION-

TANNING BEDS
THEATER ROOM

PRIVATE BEDROOMS &
PRIVATE BATHROOMS

SOCIAL LOUNGE
WITH BILLIARDS

24-HR FITNESS CENTER

RESORT-STYLE
SWIMMING POOL

LIGHTED BASKETBALL & SAND
VOLLEYBALL COURT

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET & CABLE

TELEVISION INCLUDED 859.226.5600 | 351 Foreman Ave.

FULL-SIZE WASHER &
DRYER IN EACH UNIT

kentuckystudenthousing.com
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Members of the UK Hoops squad celebrate the Cats’ 60-58 victory over visiting Florida in the team's Southedst

em Conference opener Jan. 10.

Cats face tough task on road
against Georgia, Tennessee

By Bobby Reagan
breagan@kykernel.com

The UK women'’s basketball
news conference yesterday did-
n’t have the allure of Tuesday’s
Super Bowl Media Day extrava-
ganza. There was not a charter
airplane waiting for the Cats or
reporters lined up outside
Memorial Coliseum. However,
the Cats do share a common
goal with the Super Bowl-con-
tending Patriots and Giants:
winning a big game away from
home.

The Cats (10-10, 4-2 South-
eastern Conference) travel to
take on 17th-ranked Georgia
(16-4, 3-2 SEC) today and then
to No. 2 Tennessee (18-1, 5-0
SEC) on Sunday. Though UK is
coming off its worst loss of the
season — a 72-46 thumping
against No. 9 Louisiana State on
Sunday — head coach Matthew
Mitchell said the team has made
strides in practice

“I thought we had good en-
ergy in practice this week,”
Mitchell said. “I didn’t see peo-
ple hanging their head, and their
effort and spirits were very
good. It’s hard to see positives
from the loss until we looked at
the game film and saw individ-
ual effort and an effort rebound-
ing.”

UK is 4-4 when playing

away from home this season
with road wins over conference
foes South Carolina and Missis-
sippi State. Mitchell said the
close nature of the team has
proved vital to its road success
this year. But the Cats face a
daunting task when they travel
to Athens today, as Georgia has
not lost a home game all season

“I don’t think our players
will view Georgia as a place we
can’t have success,” Mitchell
said. “They know we’ll have to
play well in order to have suc
cess, but they believe it’s possi-
ble. One thing that seems to
give our team an advantage on
the road is they enjoy spending
time with each other and are a
very close team.”

The Lady Bulldogs have lost
three of their last five games but
have won 12 of their last 13
meetings against UK. They are
led by senior forward Tasha
Humphrey, who is averaging
6.7 points and 8.8 rebounds per
game. Humphrey is compli-
mented by sophomore guard
Ashley Houts and sophomore
forward Angel Robinson, who
both average more than 10
points per game.

“Georgia is one of the top
teams in the country and cer-
tainly one of the top teams in
our conference, and Tasha
Humphrey is one of the best

players in the leay

e during the
years,” Mitchell
“It’s been a long time since
the Cats have had success down
in Athens, and we're looking to
change that trend.”

Sunday’s game at Tennessee
will be a bit of a homecoming
for Mitchell. UK’s head coach
spent a year as a graduate assis-
tant in Knoxville, Tenn., under
Lady Vols head coach Pat Sum-
mitt in 2000. Despite the home-
coming, and the fact that the
Cats will be looking to avenge
the 65-40 loss suffered at the
hands of the Tennessee in Lex-
ington on Jan. 17, Mitchell said
lh Cats are focused only on
orgia for now

“We're very aware of how
eorgia is as a team and
know not to look ahead of
them,” Mitchell said. “We will
have our hands full and will
start worrying about \um(.x\
starting Friday moming.”

The Cats will again be with
out the services of Carly
Ormerod for the road trip. The
junior guard has not played
since Dec. 20 after being diag-
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nosed with se di in her
foot, a condition that causes
forefoot pain.

Mitchell said there is a
chance Ormerod could be ready
when UK hosts Ole Miss on
Feb. 7 in Rupp Arena

PGA Tour educates players
about new drug rules

By Randal Mell

South Florida Sun-Sentinel

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla PGA Tour
pros are notoriously uninformed about their orga-
nization’s policies, especially the newest rules

We saw that with the implementation of the
new cut rule this year at the Sony Open, where
John Daly said he had no idea there was a new
rule until he was standing on the 18th tee on cut
day at the Sony Open two weeks ago. He wasn't
the only uninformed player.

So it should come as no surprise that PGA Tour
Commissioner Tim Finchem’s biggest concern
about the implementation of the tour’s new anti-
doping policy is that players won't know the rales

Finchem said this week that he doesn’t believe
there’s a problem with performance-enhancing
drugs in golf

“My bigger concen is players making mis-
takes and allowing things to get into their bodies
that will trigger a positive response and then that
gets us into the whole realm of was it intentiona
and how did the substance get into the body
Finchem said. “The testing process doesn't know
how it gets into your body. All it knows is it's in
your body. So that part of it we need to work on
pretty hard.”

That’s why the PGA Tour set up two educa-
tional meetings at the Buick Invitational this past
week with more in the coming weeks. The anti-
doping policy goes into effect in July. The anti-
doping manual was distributed last summer.

Tiger Woods has supported a drug-testing pol-
icy, but more than one player has protested the no-
tion that one’s needed.

“It’s the stupidest thing I ever heard,” Paul
Goydos said at the season-opening Mercedes
Championship.

Goydos believes a drug-testing program will
unnecessarily bring suspicion in a sport that prides
itself on a tradition of respect for the rules. He
says if nobody tests positive, the public will sus-
pect cover-ups, and if players do test positive,
they'll be labeled dopers.

Last summer, players received a 40-page man-
ual explaining the policy. A list of banned sub-
stances covered seven pages. Steroids and human
growth hormones are among the banned sub-
stances. The rules include exceptions, where play-
ers could use banned substances for legitimate
medical reasons. That requires gaining a therapeu-
tic use exemption (TUE).

“I think it's good for the sport because I think
it'll show that golfers hold not just the rules and
etiquette on the golf course in high esteem and in
self-policing, but I think off the course, as wcll g
Phil Mickelson said. “We're a major sport, a
time sport and play for a lot of money. humpm

tant we have rules in place to cover it. But I don't
think there’s going to be anything there. But better
to have it in place.”

The anti-doping policy treats positive tests for per-
formance-enhancing and recreational drugs differently
The penalties are specifically outlined for us
ing performance-enhancing drugs. There’s up to a
one-year suspension for the first violation, a five
year suspension for the second violation and a
lifetime ban for the third

But Finchem has discretionary power in hand-
ing down penalties for “drugs of abuse.,” which in
clude marijuana and cocaine.

“If we concluded that it’s being taken because
itis being abused, either because of a lack of judg
ment, dependency or addiction, we would treat it
in that context, which would include a wide range
of potential actions, including some disciplinary
action, some therapeutic action, and some contin-
uing testing action,” Finchem said. “So it could
conceivably be that a player is disciplined at some
level, and then if he’s allowed to continue to play,
he’s tested on a regular basis to help him deal with
those issues.

“We view that as somewhat different than a
player who has intentionally taken a substance to
gain competitive advantage. That would be dealt
with in a different arena.”

Allianz has star power

The Allianz Championship field will include
the winners of 31 major championships when the
Champions Tour event is played Feb. 4-10 at the
Old Course at Broken Sound Club in Boca Raton.
Fla.

Winners of six Masters, nine U.S. Opens, four
British Opens and 12 PGA Championships are ex
pected to play. Count Gary Player (three Masters
titles, three British Open titles, two PGA Champi
onships and one U.S. Open title), Boca Raton's
Bernhard Langer (two Masters titles) and Nick
Price (two PGA Championships, one British
Open) among the major winners in the field.

For ticket information, call 561-241-4653 or go
to wwwallianzchampionship.com. To purchase
Spots in pro-ams, or to work as a volunteer, call tour
nament director Ryan Dillon at the same number.

Plantation’s John Cashman, 63, who served as
president of the Junior Golf Association of
Broward for six years, digd of cancer last week
He was a former pitcher for the Washington a-
tors who would grow to love golf and will be re
membered for helping countless local juniors win
college golf scholarships

His daughter, Colleen Cashman-McSween, is
a former Purdue standout who has played in two
U.S. Women's Opens. Persons wanting to honor
his memory are asked to make donations to the
American Cancer Society or the JGA of Broward
(www jga.org).
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Higher ed will suffer
if students don't fight
proposed budget cuts

Kentucky's higher-education lead-
ers asked, and Gov. Steve Beshear did-
n't listen

In his budget address Tuesday
night, Beshear recommended 12 per-
cent cuts for higher education — a re-
duction that President Lee Todd and
other state university heads warned
would be devastating in a letter to the
governor earlier this month

This short-sighted proposal would
do grave harm to Kentucky’s 2020
goals, including UK’s top-20 plan and
the statewide drive to double the num-
ber of college graduates

We understand that Beshear had
tough choices to make, and that some
reductions for state universities were
inevitable. But the prospect of revers-
ing a decade of progress on higher ed-
ucation should have deterred him from
making such steep cuts.

Granted, the governor’s proposal
makes some concessions to higher ed-
ucation: It restores bond funding for
the capital projects vetoed by former
Gov. Emie Fletcher, and it keeps mon-
ey for need-based financial aid at the
same level

However, the new bond-funded re-
search buildings will do little good if
UK can’t hire new faculty members to
use them. Hiring freezes — if not lay-
offs — are almost certain to result
from 12 percent cuts

Indeed, UK will “have to consider
everything — including layoffs, salary

and benefit freezes, and program clo-
sures — to handle a cut of this magni-
tude,” President Lee Todd said in a
campus-wide e-mail Tuesday night

And while it is a relief that finan-
cial aid funds won't fall, the money
that is there won't go as far, because
universities are likely to respond to
large funding cuts with precipitous tu-
ition hikes. “Substantial tuition increas-
es, fewer scholarships, and greater per-
sonal debt” could be on the way for
UK students, Todd said in the e-mail

Now it's up to the General Assem-
bly to do what Beshear did not: heed
the university presidents’ advice, and
keep cuts for higher education as low
as possible.

That means it’s up to students to
et their legislators know how impor-
tant this issue is, through letters, phone
calls and e-mails

We have said it so many times
over the past few years: If students
speak up and take action, legislators
will listen. They need to know a major
voting bloc is paying attention.

Apathy has reigned while the fund-
ing has been ample. This time, the
stakes are much higher: Forceful politi-
cal action by students and their fami-
lies could help forestall double-digit
tuition increases

More importantly, public outcry
could stop Kentucky from reversing 10
years of progress on higher education.

That’s a goal worth fighting for.

Colleges’ financial aid
should put the poor first

The following editorial appeared in the
Chicago Tribune on Saturday

Harvard University recently ac-
knowledged what many parents
who get sticker shock every time the
tuition bill arrives — already know
Private colleges and even some public
universities are so expensive that even
the affluent upper middle class are
struggling to pay the bills. The:
expensive that Harvard and ot
been gradually throttling back on what
it expects many parents to pay. Har-
vard is already picking up the tab for
families earning less than $60.000.

Recently Harvard announced that it
will significantly expand financial aid
to students from families earning as
much as $180,000 a year. The deal
Costs will be limited to about 10 per.
cent of income, meaning that students
from those families would pay a maxi-
mum of $18.000. That's a sweet deal
and a hefty discount from the full an-
nual cost of more than $45 000

Now Yale has followed suit, de-
claring that it would increase the
amount of money it spent from its en
dowment, expanding financial aid to
low-and middle-income students and to
students from families earning as much
as $200,000 a year. Other schools are
scrambling to eliminate loans from
their aid packages and replace them
with grants, which will help middle
and upper-middle income families

Why the sudden generosity? Har-
vard’s dean of admissions told a re-
porter: “People were voting with their
feet. It was pretty clear that we were
missing out on some pretty exciting
students.”

But Yale's president acknowledged
what's likely to be the more com-
pelling reason: Congressional pressure.
Lawmakers have been threatening to
force schools to spend at least 5 per-
cent of their endowment funds every
year, as private foundations are re
quired to do. Last week, the § ¢
nance Committee ratcheted up the
pressure, demanding detailed informa-
tion from the nation’s wealthiest col-
leges on tuition hikes, financial aid and
how they managed their endowments.

Harvard’s got a $35 billion endow-

ment. In fiscal 2006 alone, according
to consultant Steven Roy Goodman,
the school would have been forced to
spend $245 million more to meet that
standard.

Whatever the motives, it's hard to
argue with moves o ease the financial
pressure on parents of students at Har-
vard, Yale and elsewhere. We're sure
that many other universities are now
hearing a variation on an old Chicago
theme from parents: Where's ours?

Calculating what's fair and what is
gouging in the world of college aid is
not a u\k for the faint-hearted. It all

down to the calculation of

chools look at a family’s in-
come and assets and decide whether
they need financial aid. Typically, fam-
ilies earning six-figure incomes don’t
qualify. Now Harvard comes along and
says we're redefining need upward.

But let’s be realistic. Most colleges
can't afford to match Harvard. They
don’t have the megabillion-dollar en-
dowment to tap. Let’s also recognize
that parents earning $180.000 a year
shouldn’t be at the front of the line, or
probably even in line, for aid. If Har-
vard wants to open its pockets a little
wider, fine. But affluent parents should-
n't expect schools to skimp on aid to
low-income students so they can afford
another BMW or kitchen remodeling

In a recent visit to the Chicago Tri-
bune editorial board, Education Sex
tary Margaret Spellings commended
Harvard for its move. But she followed
with a far more important point: “We
have to get many, many more particu-
Jarly poor and minority kids, not only
in and out of high school but in and
out of college.” The big issue, she said,
is “how are we going to make college
affordable, accessible and attainable

and high quul\l\ for the vast majority
of Americans?”

She was talking not about those
who feel the pinch of private college
tuition, real as that may be. But all
those parents and students who strug-
gle with much lower tuition bills from
local colleges.

Paying tuition bills can pinch any
family's finances. But a college educa-
tion is a great investment that yields
immense dividends across a lifetime

Submissions

Send a guest column or letter to the editor to Opinions Editor Linsen Li. Be sure
to include your full name, class, major and phone number (for confirmation)

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com

Weekly Poll Question

Should higher education be an exception to statewide budget cuts?
Vote online at www.kykernel.com
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HILLARY'S CAMP SEEKS GENTLER CAMPAIGN ROLE | _|

CAMPAIGN TRAIL TODAY,
HILLARY SAID SHE
WOULD DERATE ANY...

WAYNE STAYSKAL, Tribune Media Services

America might not be ready
for historic presidential race

To start off, I'm not too big on
politics. I really don’t know any of
the ideas that either Democratic can-
didate is support-
ing. I do know
the main candi-
dates, but from
there you lose
me. But this up-
coming election
will set a prece-
dent never be-
fore seen by any
American. Either
an African-
American male
or a white fe-
male will receive
the Democratic nomination to run for
the president of the United States

Either way it goes, it will be a
great moment in the history of Ameri-
ca. Both women and African-Ameri-
cans fought so hard for their rights in
the '60s and so on, so a moment of
this caliber will mean that we have
come a long way and that the fights
of those civil-rights activists and fem-
inists weren't for nothing.

The question that I ask is this: Is
America more ready for a woman
president or an African-American
president? In the months to come,
there is no doubt in my mind that
there will be Americans who vote for
a different candidate based on race or
gender. I know for a fact that some-
one will not vote for Barack Obama
because of the color of his skin. Also
1 know for a fact that someone will

KENNEDY
Contributing
columnist

not vote for Hilary Clinton solely be-
cause she is a female.

The bright side of this entire de-
bacle is that one or the other will get
picked for the Democratic nomina-
tion. The fact that one or the other
will get the nomination is huge.
Whether or not the nominee will get
elected as president is a whole differ-
ent story

There is no doubt in my mind that
racism is still going on in today’s
world. And along with lhul I know
women are being disc

n't mean every black person should
vote for him, and Clinton’s gender

Obama’s race doesn't
mean every black person
should vote for him, and
Clinton’s gender doesn't

mean every woman
should vote for her.

against because of their gmdcrwery
day. To say that neither one of these
still happen would simply be ignorant
and show that you are apparently
oblivious to the world around you. So
this brings me back to the question at
hand: Which is America more ready
to have?

Personally, I don’t believe that
America is ready for either one. With
both being still discriminated against,
it makes me feel that America is not
mature enough to have a woman or
African-American president. The fact
that some Americans still base judg-
ments of people on the color of their
skin or their gender screams igno-
rance and assures me that at least
some of America is not ready to make
a monumental decision like this one.

But the good thing abaut this is
that the population that makes deci-
sions based on prejudice doesn’t out-
number the ones who don’t, which is
why I hope in the end America makes
the right decision. Obama'’s race does-

doesn’t mean every woman should
vote for her. The positions that both
candidates have on the pivotal topics
that face our government today should
be what makes the final decision.

To come out and say who I think
should win would be ignorant of me
because I don't know what either can-
didate stands for. I hope a black man is
elected president, but that doesn’t
mean Obama has my vote. At the same
time, with my background in gender
studies, I believe it would be great if a
woman were elected president.

In the end, I hope that America
makes the right decision. Whichever
candidate receives the nomination
will hopefully run a campaign free of
prejudice based on their race or gen-
der. Only time will tell, but I hope
you as a student, faculty or staff
member will make the right decision.

Bryan Kennedy is a journalism
sophomore. E-mail opinions@kyker-
nel.com.

n his last State of the Union,
Bush finally speaks up for relevancy

There George W. Bush stood
Monday night, the vice president and
speaker of the House behind him one
more time, eyes
smiling, lips
hinting of a
smirk, looking
comfortable in
his skin before a
chamber where
many don’t like
him, giving pre-
sumably the last
really big speech
of his career.

And trying to
remain relevant.

When you're
a lame duck overshadowed by the
Obamas, Clintons and McCains ready
to move in, you talk about things like
“a robust growth package.”

Along with that and other lines in-
tended to make him sound relevant
for the final year of his final term,
what struck me was how similar
Bush’s State of the Union themes
were to the markers he put down in
his two inaugural addresses.

I went back and looked at those
speeches last week. The big themes
that jumped out from them still define
how the president sees himself.

The first one is that of Bush the re-
former. Now, you may say, all presi-
dents hope to reform things. But more
than most presidents, Bush has tried to
hit home runs. Small-ball was never
for the former baseball executive.

The reform impulse continued
through Monday night's address. With
even some Democrats applauding, he
called on both parties to pas: mu-
lus package, to push schools to higher
levels of achievement and to promote

WiLLIAM
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open markets

During his first inaugural, he spoke
of education and trade, too. At the
same time, he pledged to overhaul So-
cial Security and Medicare and to
rewire how Washington works. “Civili-
ty is not a tactic or a sentiment,” he de-
clared on his first day as president. “It
is the determined choice of trust over
cynicism, of community over chaos.”

In the aftermath of 9/11 and Iraq,
his second inaugural shifted the spot-
light onto Bush the defender. He de-
fined his mission this way on Jan. 20,
2005: “My most solemn duty is to
protect this nation and its people from
further attacks and emerging threats.”

Monday night, we saw more of
that mission — or obsession, as it can
seem.

“We will stay on the offense, we
will keep up the pressure and we will
deliver justice to the enemies of
America,” he said. No retreat there.

The question is, has he reformed
and defended?

The answer, unfortunately, is a
maddening one. Some critics see him
as busting up the historic Republican
coalition, going to war in Iraq for oil
or being an incompetent boob. And
those are just three things I read about
him last week.

You can't say that he doesn’t de-
serve some of his critics’ shots. Even
in Texas, there's a sense that this pres-
idency didn’t turn out anywhere close
to what Bush supporters had

Still, he begins his final year and
likely will end it with no clear sum-
mary line, if you really dig into the
details of his presidency. This admin-
istration will take decades to figure
out. Like Harry Truman, Bush will go
home a disliked political figure. And,

like Truman, it will take a long time
for anyone to do more than write him
off as a loser of a president.

Make no mistake, though: People
will look back at this administration
This one hasn’t been a transitional
tenure, like the ones led by Gerald
Ford, Jimmy Carter and Bush’s father.

Even when he has failed, George
W. Bush has changed the debate. He
has made it impossible for politicians
to ignore the state of Social Security’s
finances. He has elevated immigration
to an issue that none of us can escape.
And he has pushed domestic security
into our national conversation.

Without question, his decisions
about Iraq and the war on terror will
shape America’s next decade, at the
very least.

Some of his calls in those areas
have been horrendous, like not ade-
quately preparing for Iraq after Saddam
Hussein was deposed. But not all have
been. We haven't been attacked in sev-
en years, and the troop surge in Iraq ul-
timately may prove to be his salvation.

We just don’t know yet.

What I'll never understand is why
he and his people allowed him to go
from uniter to divider. Democrats
played a role in this, certainly, but
Bush also went bare-knuckled against
them in the 2002 congressional elec-
tions, after he had momentum in the
war on terror and had succeeded with
the bipartisan No Child Left Behind
Act.

Those are questions for another
day, for history to evaluate. What we
know today is George W. Bush won't
go out irrelevantly.

William McKenzie is an editorial
columnist for The Dallas Morning
News. E-mail opinions@kykernel com.
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WE PAYUP10 7 forcne survys wawcash

tospendcom

WILDCATSNEEDJOBS COM. Paid survey takers
nedod i Loinon, 100% FREE tooin. ik on s

PERSONALS

111 NOW AT HAIR ON LIME T Tsstd Koy
Tanning Salon nside. Tanning,
it pecis Nexio Soor
L6pm M 252.SNIP
31 REGULAR TAN withstudent 0 at Golden Tan.
Phane 278.3285,a 264 Nicholaswi . No
Membershp tamning 3 aq packages avaiablel

Now Recruiting for sitters,
RN's, LPN's, CNA's.
Please call
859-296-9525

859-269-6805

& 18Rt Ava
us-String o 4o Cal SR Realy t 54123
LOVELY 38R for rent in the Chevy Chase area.
Fenced back yard. Convenient to UK. 8535235482

SOUTH HiLL STATON 28R, 184 Aplances 8 u
included

Spmcspmm 368, 28A WD, microwave .
walk o campus. Camgus Downs. S750imo. + ut. 25

COLLEGE IS THE BEST TIME OF YOUR LIFE! Make

more worting justa few
nightsiwk (no !uqunon no hidden catches')
Eoaied Lexington Co. s now hirng dancers,
models & entertaners to perforn for smalprivate
shows and appointments. Very discroet work..no
one has 1 know Provde legal visual sty
only, absoltely no physical contact pet

ahigh igh energy

s»cumy ard provied Nosxperncen recexwy
ndly

conad conpa P
8

guoes Cose 0 cuns o Sowe

008t cha abo te  deais woh, mqan on,

daiy.CallJar
ngqnhom!(nﬂq"inu com

TOWNHOUSES & HOUSES, Tates Creek Ad. 510
min. to campus. 28R 699, JBR.$749+, 4BR $1000 +,
all lec, 25-35BA, garages. www.JMG123co,

aval Apri-Aug Cal 8532190184

UK MEDICAL CENTER area B !.suw Elc. Hoat
S AC. $50/mo. Now avail

Hep
WANTED

‘BAWENU\NE'HPYO&ZS@U-V Mo, sy
9656520 x

Bk cuzv 8 WARM with il paid + wil S5m0
Now avai. 485 Henry Clay Bhd. 4945058

on campus. C

4BR -2 blocks to UK Starting at $1500, Pets, alc,

AFTERNOON DRVER for 2 oldrchiren 36gm M-
Refable, safe car,references required. Emait
dhatz0@email ukyedu

CONFIDENTIA]
PREGNANCY ASSIST \\( E

Birthright

2134 Nicholasville Rd. 2

2635

24-HOUR HOTLINE 1-800-550-4900

.Locate at
Man ‘0 War
& Alumni

ot

confdertial_

EARN12-15HR. Two Men & a Truck Fast growing

company needs help. Good drving ecord & clean

background a must. PT/FT opportunies. Call 853
£

EARN $300-3200 a month to drive brand new cars
with ads placed on them wwwadcarcub.com

(GYMNASTICS/CHEERDANCE/pary host. PT rendl
energetc, e, prforred Greats, un work.Cal
Jon 27350

HAVE YOU EVER been diagnosed with ADHO or ADD
and are currently between the ages of 21 and 307
s0,researchers atthe Universty of Kentucky would
ke o hear rom you about paricipating i a study.
Al partcigants are compensated for ther tme.
Ploase call 153.257.57%

HOUSE BOYS NEEDED for sororiy Fexible Hours,
go0d pay. Contact number: 853-338-&354.

PT AM KENNEL posiion rh i gacson cmond

Rd Vet Clnic. 270 Rich

PT DAYTIME OFFICE worke. Clear speaking voic,

Comper s et Wi workwthchool
EOE/

sched. 593810
T PERSONALCARE anandanfor malequadrlog
Nights & weekends. Idealfor nursing sudents. No
exp.Required.Leave message at 536261 bw -

fpm

PT SALES CLERKS & Castiers.Fex Hrs. Must be
g Touh s, Co B4 M Sat 4o oo
Hours. Chevy Chase hardware. 26396

PTFT CASHER,Stocking & phtoclerk openings
avai. Rex.Hrs RITE-AID 818 EHigh St
SPECALTY COFE SERVCE 20 s dayime

TECHNICAL SUPPORT REPS needed o hors rac
ing webstte. Good computer skilsnecessary
Weskday nights and weekend days. Contract bob
byr@usahorse.com

THE CHOP HOUSE is

LLEGE: Great Prices:up
s 20, s 5 haights 5.t s 1,
ins $10... and more. 278-1483. Close to campus
RESOLUTION: Be safe,got i beter shape,
oot KKarts O ety wcepig o

s Mon or Fr But ATy 34 5m.
artac b@aolcom

WANTED

ur mﬂ CARDS FOR CASH!. Call Jim Mischner

ROOMMATE
WANTED

310, utities paid. 38R, 25BR. new house,www,
Wi, fumished.Call 706212050
2 MALE ROOMMATES NEEDED: o a1
thirdui. Rosemont Garden 853.228

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED: 25 mies fom com
pus. 38R, 25BA house. $400mo. Al wirless
intemetincluded 38781

MATURE N'S FEMALE for f hmstad 814 BAin
‘owner's home. 375/ma. ut. included 859-523.6231
ROOM FOR RENT n private rsidence outTate
Creek Ad.Near Man-0-War.Private BA,shared
Kichen, g room $403mo. + deposi. 613-1535,
mem W

Sor o s et dches Gratpay o
. Please apply n person M- Ley
Richmond Rd 8592689555 L

TIRED OF MONTHLY PERIODS? Then on our study
We are researching an investigational dosing sched:
uleof an approved contraceptve tha could gve you
freedom fom your monthy priods. You may be el

volunteers can expect § study cinic vists. Al study-
related offce vsts, medical evaluations, and oal
contraceptives wil e provided to uaified study
parbicipants atno cast For more informaton,please

Very ice, clean, wid,
cair, good price. 853.63-072%,
wwwsilsbrothers.com

SERVICES

HOKDAAUTOREPAR 8 S Ao ngors
since 1380 N

SEEKING '.mswfm Shac lu Karate, §
Lim Kung Fu. g/ members aol com/ukkaratecuby
emat ukkarateclub@aoLcom. 4214335

www.Kykernel.com
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Democratic presidential hopeful John Edwards shakes hands with supporters as he arrives at Jillian's in Co-

lumbia, S.C., Saturday. Edwar

onceded his third place finish in the

outh Carolina primary.

Edwards quits race for
Democratic nomination

By Russ Britt and Robert Schroeder
MarketWatch

WASHINGTON The
field of presidential candidates
was narrowing to two major
hopefuls for each party
Wednesday, as Derhocrat John
Edwards dropped out of the
race with Republican Rudy
Giuliani expected to follow suit
later in the day

Edwards, the former North
Carolina senator, announced his
withdrawal in New Orleans after
placing a distant third behind
Sens. Hillary Clinton and
Barack Obama in Tuesday's
Florida primary, as well as in
the South Carolina primary held
over the weekend

“It is time for me to step
aside,” Edwards said. He didn’t
endorse another candidate, how
ever.

The populist candidate said
he’d spoken to both Clinton and
Obama and gotten their pledges
to make ending poverty central
to their campaigns for the White
House

Clinton followed her loss to
Obama in South Carolina with
an expected win in Florida on
Tuesday. Clinton had garnered
51 percent of the vote compared
with Obama’s 31 percent. Ed-
wards got 15 percent

While the Florida contest
was meaningless since no dele
gates were awarded, it still was
another indication that Edwards
would have trouble collectin
votes from the South a re-
gion considered his best chance
to establish a stronghold. Ed
wards’ finish Saturday in South
Carolina was particularly dis-
appointing for the candidate,
since he was born there and
won the same contest four
years ago.

“When you come in third in
your home’ state, it’s bye-by
time," said Larry Sabato, di
tor of the University of Vir-
ginia’s Center for Politics

Giuliani, the former New
York mayor, was folding up
his run after his strategy to for
go heavy campaigning in early
states such as New Hampshire
and lowa proved ruinous. Giu.
liani had concentrated on
Florida — in which Republi
can delegates were awarded on
a winner-take-all basis ina
planned run-up to next week’s
24-state Super Tuesday con
test

But like Edwards, Giuliani
finished a distant third to front
runners Sen. John McCain, R
Ariz., and former Massachu
setts governor Mitt Romney in

the Sunshine State. McCain
won a closely fought battle
with Romney to win Florida,
giving his candidacy momen
tum heading into Super Tues
day

Giuliani reportedly was set

endorse McCain at the
Ronald Reagan presidential li
brary in Simi Valley, Calif., the
site of Wednesday’s Republican
debate

Speaking to supporters in
Miami, McCain said that he's
getting close to winning the
nomination. “Our victory might
not have reached landslide pro
portions, but it is sweet nonethe:
less,” he commented

Looking to Super Tuesday
McCain declared: “I intend to
win it and be the nominee for
our party

With his victory Tuesday
McCain gets a big boost for the
24-state contest, according to
University of South Florida
Prof. Susan MacManus.

“It's like winning an over
time game and heading into the
next season,” MacManus said
“He just really came from be-
hind.”

The University of Virginia's
Sabato said that it seems to be a
forgone conclusion at this point
McCain is expected to get Giu
liani’s endorsement, and should
pick up most of the major states
next week

“All the planets and stars
have aligned for McCain.
Sabato added

Greg Valliere, chief strate
gist for the consultant Stanford
Group in Washington, said that
while McCain clearly is in front
he still has members of his own
party to sway. “All the talk
show conservatives are deeply
suspicious of McCain. So he has
some work to do.”

In Florida, McCain edged
out Romney 36 percent to 31
percent while Giuliani was a
distant third with just 15 percent
of the vote. Former Arkansas
Gov. Mike Huckabee ed
with 13 percent

McCain will take home 57
delegates, giving him the lead in
the delegate tally. A candidate
will need 1,191 to secure the
Republican nomination

Analysts say that Huck
abee, the victor in lowa, could
win a few more states in Super
Tuesday but is more likely to
act as a spoiler to Romney and
ultimately position himself as a
potential running mate to Mc
“ain

Despite the Democratic con
test being more of a “beauty

since no delegates

were awarded, Clinton said that
work to ensure that Flori-
da’s delegates are seated at the
Democratic convention this Au-
gust

“I'm going to take your
voices, your your
hopes, your dre; to the
White House, e New York
senator told supporters in Davie,
Fla.

Clinton is ahead of Obama
in the delegate tally on the De-
mocratic  side. It’s unclear,
though, who Edwards might en-
dorse and whether that will
make a difference

1ts highly competitive,”
said Sabato. “The Democratic
side could still for a
while.”

Campaigning in  Florida,
candidates from both sides have
stressed economic issues. The
state has been hit hard by the
mortgage crisis.

On Tuesday, Florida home
builder Tousa Inc. filed for
bankruptcy, with its chief execu-
tive saying the step “is neces-
sary to reflect the realities of to-
day’s home-building market.”

In interviews before the pri-
mary, residents cited housing as
a drag on the state’s economy

Fort Lauderdale, in the
southern part of the state,
ranked fourth on a list of fore
closure activity in the United
States in the third quarter, ac-
cording to RealtyTrac. The
Tampa area came in at 19th and
Orlando in Florida
ranked 27th

Clinton is calling for $30
billion in assistance to states to
help them fight foreclosures, as
well as a 90-day moratorium
on subprime-loan foreclosures
and a five-year freeze in rates
on subprime adjustable mort-

es. Obama and Edwards
also have vowed to help strug
gling families with mortgage
payments and unemployment
benefits

McCain  and  Romney
stepped up their attacks on each
other over issues including im
migration, energy and campaign
finance

Immigration also ranked as
a hot topic in Florida, the state
with the third-highest number of
illegal immigrants in the coun
try

With a voter population
split evenly among Democrats
and Republicans, Florida will
be a key state in the general
election. Moreover, its 2.1 mil
lion independents also will de-
termine how the Sunshine State
goes in the November general
election

go on

central

NASA tentatively clears shuttle
takeoff for upcoming week

By Martin Merzer

McClatchy Newspapers

MIAMI

ule

Blastoff is scheduled for Feb. 7 at 2:47 p.m

Mission managers Wednesday ten-
tatively cleared Atlantis for its long-delayed flight
to the International Space Station, the first of six
shuttle liftoffs on NASA's ambitious 2008 sched-

The craft and its seven astronauts have been
grounded for two months as experts diagnosed
and repaired an intermittently malfunctioning

the source
of the fuel tank

from the Kennedy Shace Center in Central Flori- tion

da.

“The crew is trained and they're ready to go,”
said Wayne Hale, shuttle program manager for the

electrical connection between the shuttle and its
external fuel tank

The problem plagued several missions in re
cent years, but engineers said they finally found
a component buried within the wall

and designed a permanent solu

“The team’s done a great job of being

National and Space

“All the elements are ready to go.”
The’only'concern at the moment is a bent
air conditioning hose discovered aboard At-
lantis on Tuesday. Ground crews are examin-
ing it, Hale said, but “I'm feeling very posi-
tive that we'll come to a good conclusion on

this.”

occur again.”

isolate where that failure is,” said Bill G
maier, NASA’s associate administrator. “They
have a good fix in place and that failure will not

The crew is assigned to carry a European lab-
oratory to the space station and install it during
several spacewalks.

f NASA can achieve its goal of six shuttle
flights this year, it will be the first time it launched

that many missions since 2001
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Look What’s On Tap
At
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Over ’ 52 Bottled Beers!
3 8 us.., : m

Beers on Tap!
MARDI PARTY!
Tuesday, February 5
Pint Specials: Abita Amber, Turbodog & Purple Haze
Teshirts, beads & dubloons plus Zydeco and Jazz music
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