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PREFACE.

THe pame of the Author having been associated with another “Life of Clay,” recently
issued from the Press, he takes this occasion to say, that the present is the only one, in the
preparation of which he has been, in the least degree, concerned.

The first edition of this work appeared during the autumn of 1842, at which time there
was no published memoir of Mr. Clay (so far as the writer's knowledge extended), except
that by George D. Prentice, Esq. which terminates with the close of John Quincy Adams’s
administration. To this eloquent biographical sketch, the Author takes pleasure in acknow-
ledging his indebtedness for a number of interesting facts.

The new and improved edition of his  Life of Clay,” now offered to the public, has been
carefully revised—some errors have been corrected—several omissions have been supplied—
and the Memoir has been brought down to the year 1844,

Powerful and memorable as has been the influence which Mr. Clay has exerted upon the
legizlat.on of the country during the last forty years, the crowning felicity of his public
carcer remains to be fulfilled and recorded. To his biographer of 1845 we leave the task of
chronicling that auspicious event, to which the People of the United States now look hops-
fully forward as to the day-spring of a new era of prosperity in the government.

New York, Marcn, 1844.

Entered aceording to Act of Congress, in the year 1844, by
GREELEY & M<ELRATH,
In the Clerk's Offica of the District Court of the United States, for the Bouthern Diatrict of New York.
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CHAPTER 1.

Birth and Parcmage—Iiis early days—The Mill-boy of the
Blashes—Studios Lonw—Ilears Putrick llenry—HRemoves 1o
Kentuerky—Ikthut at a Debating Socicty—Decomes a sue-
cesaful Proctitioner—Cases in which he distinzuishes himself—
Tle advoeates the policy of gradually Emaneipating the
Bluves in Kentueky—Ugppises the Alien and Sedition Laws—
Is clected to the General Assembly—Instances of iz Elo-
ﬂlt‘lll'e—.'\lﬂlil with  Cul. I]m'_m.-'w-.-_\.iwi:urs at the Iiar tor

aron Burr=—zdubsequent Interview with Burr in New-York.

Hevry CrLayY is a native of Hanover county, Vir-
ginia. Ile wasa born on the 12th of April, 1777, ina
district of country fumiliarly known in the neighbor-
hood as the Stashes. His father, a Baptist clergy-
man, died during the revolutionary war, bequeath-
ing a small and much embarrassed estate and scven
children, of whom Henry was the filth, to the care
of an aflectionate mother. The surviving parent
did not possess the means to give her sons a classi-
cal education; and the subject of our memoir re-
ceived no other instruction than such as could be
ebtained in the log-cabin school-houses, still com-
mon in the lower parts of Virginia, at which epell-
ing, reading, writing and arithmetic are taught.

In 1792, his mother, who had become united, in a
second marriage, with Mr. Henry Watkins, removed
to Woodford county, Kentucky, taking all her chil-
dren, with the exception of Henry and his oldest
brother. It was always a subject of regret with Mr.,
Clay, that he waa deprived at so early an age of his
mother’s counsel, conversation and care. She was
a woman of great etrength of mind, and was tender-
ly attached to her children.

He had been only five years old when he lost his
father; and, consequently, his circumstances in
early life, if not uctually indigent, were such as 1o
subject bun frequently to hard manual labor. He
bas ploughed in coruficlds, many a eummer day,
without shoes, and with no other clothes on than a
pair of Osnaburg trowsera and a coarse chirt. He
hae ofien gone to mill with gruin to be ground into
meal or flour; and there are those who rememnber
his youthful visits to Mrs. Darricott’s mill, on the
Pamunkey river.  On such occasions he generall ¥

rode a horse without a eaddle, while a rope Bup-

' plied the place of & bridle. But in the absence of a
more splendid equipment, & bag containing three or
four bushels of wheat or zorn waa generally thrown
across the horse’s back, mounted upon which the
future statesman would go to mill, get the gram
ground, and return with it home,

| At the age of fourteen, he was placed in a small
, retail store, kept by Mr. Richard Denny, near the
market-house in the city of Richmond. Ile re-
mained here till the next year, (1752,) when he waa
Ftranaferred to the office of the Clerk of the High
Court of Chancery, Mr. Peter Tinsley. There he
becume acquainted with the venerable Chancellor
Wythe, attracted his friendly attention, and enjoyed
the benefit of his instruction and conversation. The
Chancellor being unable to write well, in conge-
quence of the gout or rheumatiam in his right
thumb, bethought himself” of employing his younz
friend ns an amanuensis. This was a fortunate cir-
cumstance for the fatherless boy. His attention
was thus called to the structure of sentences, as he
wrote them down from the dictation of his employ-
er; and a taste for the etudy of grammar was crea-
ted which was noticed and encouraged by the
Chancellor, upon whoze recommendation he read
Harris'a Hermes, Tooke’s, Diversions of Purley,
Bishop Lowth’s Grammar, and other similar worke,

For his handwriting, which ia still remarkably
ncat and regular, Mr. Clay was chiefly indebted to
Mr. Tinsley. Chancellor Wythe was devoted to
the study of Greek. .He was at one time occupied
in preparing reports ot hia decisions, and comment-
ing upon those of the Court of Appeals, by which
some of his were reversed; and in this work he was
- assiated by his amanuensis. After the reporta were
published, he sent copies to Mr. Jefferson, John
Adams, Samuel Adams, and others. In these copies
he employed Henry Clay to copy particular passa-
ges from Greeck nuthors, to whom references had
been made. Not understanding a single Greek cha-
racter, the voung copyist had to transcribe by imij.
tation letter after letter.
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Leaving the office of Mr. Tineley the latter part
of 1796, he went 1o resile with the Jute Robert
Birooke, Esq., the Attorney Generul, formerly Gov-
ernor of Virginia. His only regular study of the
liw was during the yeur 1797, that he lived wilh
Mr. Bruoke; but it was inpossible that he should
not, in the duily scenes he witnessed, and in the pre-
gcnee of the eminent men whom he so often heard
and suw, be in the way of gathering much valuable
legul infurmation. During his residence of six or
geven vears in Richmond, he became acquainted
with all or most of the emninent Virginians of the pe-
rio], who lived in that city, or were in the habit of
resorting to t—with Edmund Pendleton, Spencer
Roane, Chiel Justice Marshall, Bushrod Washing-
ton, Wickham, Cull, Copelend, &c. On two occa-
pions, he hnd the good fortune ro hear Patrick Hen-
ry—ance, before the Circuit Court of the United
Stutes for the Virginia District, on the question of
the pavment of the British debts; and again before |
the House of Delegutes of Virginia, on a claim of
the supernumerary officers in the service of the
State during the Revelutivnary War, Mr, Clay re-
members that remarkable man, his appenrance and
his wanner, distinetly.  The impreseion of his elo-
quent powers remaining on his mind is, that their
charm consisted mainly in one of the finest voices I
ever heanl, in his graceful gesticulation, and the va-
riety and force of expression which he exhibited in
hia fiee. [

Henry Clay quitted Richmond in November, 1797, -r
his elilest brother having died while he yet resided
in that vitv. Dearing u licenee from the Judges of
the Virzinia Court of Appeals to practise law, he
e<tabli-hed himself in Lexington, Kentucky. He'
was without patrons, without the countenance of in-
fluential friends, and destitute of the means of pay-
ing his weekly board. 1 remember,” eays he, in
his apeuch of June, 1812, ar Lexington, * how com- !
furtatle [ thought I should be, if I could make £100
Vuginia money per year; aod with what delighe I
reevived the first fificen shilling fee My hopes
were more than realized. 1 immediately rushed into
a lucrative practice,” |

Before nssuming the active responsibilitiea of hia
profession, he devoted himself with assiduity several
months to his legal studies. Even at that perod the
har of Lexington was eminent for its ability. Among
its members were George Nicholas, Jomes Hughes,
John Breckenbridge, Jaines Brown, Willium Mur- !
ray, and othiers, whose reputation was sufficient to
discouraze the moststout-hearted competition. But
true geniua is rarely unaccompanied by & conscious-
ness of its power ; und the friendless and unknown '
south from Virginin fearleealy entered the field,
which, to a leas intrepid spirit, would have seemed
pre-ocenpicd. He soon commanded consideration
and rezpect. He was familiar with the technicali-
ties of practice; end early habite of business and
application, enabled him to effect an easy mastery of
the cases entrusted to his charge. His subtle ap-
praciution of character, knowledge of human nature,
and fucultivs of persuarion, rendered him peculiarly
successful in his appeals to u jury ; and he obtained
great celebrity for his adroit end carcful manage-
ment of criminal cases.

An anecdote is related of him about the time of
his first entrance upon his profession, which shows

Life of Henry Clay,

that, nowwithstanding his fine capacities, he had some
native diffidence 1o uvvercome before they were fairly
tested. He had juined a debuting eociety, and at
one of the meetings the vote was about to be taken
upon the question under discussion, when he re-
marked in a Jow but audible whisper, that the sub-
ject did not appenr to him to have been exhausied.

“ Do not put the question yet—Mr. Clay will
speak,” exclaimed a member, who had overhieard
the half hesitating remark,

The chairman instantly took the hint, and nodded
to the young lawyer in token of his readiness to hear
what he had to say, With every indication of ex-
treme cmbarrassment, he rose, and, in his confu-
sion, began by saying : “ Gentlemen of the Jury"'—
unconsciously addressing his fellow-members as the
tribunal, to which he had perhaps ofien made ima-
ginary appeals in his dreams of a successful debft
at the bar. His audicnce did not add to his agita-
lion by seeming to notice it, ond, after floundering

_and blushing for 2 moment or two, and stammering

out a repetition of the words * Gentlemen of the
Jury,” he suddenly shook off all signs of distrust
and timidity, and launched into his subject with a
promptitude and propriety of elocution, which ex-
cited general surpriee.

To those fumiliar with the perfect self possession
of Mr. Clay's manner in after life upon all occasions,
the most trying and unexpected, this instanee will
prezent an amusing contrast; for the evidence js
not on record of his ever having failed for an instant
in his resources of repurtee or of argument in debate.

Shortly nfter this early essay in public speaking,
he was admitted as a practitioner before the Fuyerte
Court of Quarter Sessions, & court of generol juris-
diction. Business soon poured in upoen him, and
during the first term he had a handsome practice.
His manners and address, both in pereonel inter-
course and before & jury, were unusually captivar-
ing. Frank in avowing hia sentiments, and bold
and consistent in maintaining them, he laid the foun-
dation of a character for sincerity and honor, which
amid all the shocks of political changes end the
scurrility of partizan warfare, has never been shaken
or tainted. In the possession of these attributes,
beyond the reach of cavil or of guestion, ie to be
found the secret of that inalienable attachment
among the vast body of hia friends, which has ful-
lowed him throughout his career,

One of the most imporiant cases, in which M.
Clay was engaged during the first three or four
years of his professional lifc, was that in which he
wae employed to defend a Mrs. Phelps, indicted for
muarder. This woman was the wife of a respectable
furmer, and until the time of the act for which she was
arraigned, had led o blameless and correct life. One
day, in her own house, taking some offence at & Miss
Phelpe, hersister-in-law, she levelled a gun, and shat
her throngh the heart. The poor girl had only time
to exclaim, ¢ Sister, yon have killed me,’ and expired.
Great interest was cxcited in the case, and the Court
was crowded to overflowing on the day of trial. OfF
the fuct of the homicide there could be no doubr.
It was committed in the presence of witnesres, and
the only question waa to what class of crimes did
the offence belong. If it were pronounced murder
in the first degree, the life of the wretched prisoner
would be the forfeit; but, if manslaughter, sho
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would be punished merely by confinement in the
gavl or penitentiary. The legal contest was long
and able. The efforts of the counse] for the prose-
cution were strenuous and earneat; but Mr. Clay I
succeeded not only in saving the life of his client,
but 8o moved the jury in her behalf by his eloquence, |
that her punishment was made as light as the law |
would wilow. He gained much distinction by the |
ability he displayed in this cuase, end thenceforth it
was con<idered a great object to enlist his assistance |
in oll criminal suits on the part of the defendant. |
Tt is a eingular fact, that in the course of a very :
extensive practice in the courts of criminal jurispru- |
denee, anid in the defence of a large number of indi- |
viduals arraigned for capital offeuces, he never had -
one of his clients sentenced to death.

Aunother case, in which he acquired searcely less
celebrity, was shortly afterward tried in Harrison
County. Two Germans, futher and son, had been
indicted for murder.  The deed of killing was proved
to the entire satisfaction of the Court, and was con-
gidered an aggravated murder. Mr. Clay's efforts
were therefure directed to saving their lives. The
trial occupied five days, and his closing appeal 10
the jury wus of the most stivring and pathetic de-
ecription. It proved irresistible, for they returned a
verdict of manslaughter. Not satisficd with this sig-
nal triumph, he moved an arrest of judgment, and,
nlier another day's contest, prevailed in this also.
The consequence was, that the prisoners were dis-
charged without even the punishment of the crime,
of which the jury hod found them guilty.

An amu=ing incident eccurred at the conclusion
of this trial. An old, withered, ill-favored German
woman, who was the wife of the elder prizoner, and
the muther of the younger, on being informed of the
guccess of the finel mution for an arrest of judg-
ment, and the consequent acquittal of her husband
and son, ran toward the voung advocate, in the ex-
cess of her gratitude and jov, and throwing her arms
about his neck, kissed him in the eves of the crowd-
ed court. Although taken wholly by surprise, and
hurdly flattered by blandishments from such a
source, young Clay acquitted himself upon the oc-
casion, with & grace and good humor, which won
him new applause from the spectators. All great
emotiond elaim reapect; and in this instance so far
did the sympaties of the audience go with the old
woman ad to divest of ridicule an act, which, in the
recital, may seem to have partaken principally of
the ludicrous.

Notwithstanding his extraordinary success in all
the eriminal suits entrusted to him, the abilities dis-
played by Mr. Clay at this period in civil coses
were no less brilliant end triumphant. In suits
growing out of the land laws of Virginia and Ken-
tucky, he was especially distinguished; rapidly ac-
quiring wealth and popularity by his practice. It
is related of him, that on one occasion, in conjunc-
tion with another attorney, he was employed to ar-
gue, in the Fayette Circuit Court, a question of
great difiicultv—one in which the interests of the
litigant parties were deeply involved. At the open-
mz of the court, something occurred to call him
away, and the whole management of the case de-
volved on his associate counsel. Two days were
epent in discussing the pointa of law, which were to

govern the instructions of the Court to the jury, and

on all of these points, Mr. Clay’s collesgue was
foiled by his antagonist. At the end of the second
day, Mr. Cley re-entered the Court.  He had not
heard a word of the testimony, and knew nothing of
the course which the discus=ion had taken; but, af-
ter holiling & very ahort consultation with his col-
league, he drew up a statement of the form in which
he wished the instructions of the Court to he given

| to the jury, and accompanied his petition with a few

ohservations, so entirely novel and satisfuctory, that
it was granted without the least hesitation. A cor-
responding verdiet was instantly returned; and thus
the case, which had been on the point of being de-
cided aganinst Mr. Clay'a cliens, resulted in Lis favor
in lesa than half un hour after the young lawyer had
entered the Court-house.

For an enumeration of the various cases in which
Mr. Clay was about this time engaged, and in w hich
his success was as marked as his talents were obvi-
ons, we muat refer the curious reader to the records
of the Courts of Kentucky, and hasten to exhibit the
eubject of our memoir on that more extended field,
where his history began to Le interwoven with ihe
history of his country, and a whole nation hailed
him as a champion worthy of the best days of the
Republic.

As early os 1797, when the people of Kentucky
were ahout electing a Convention to form a new
Constitution for that Stute, Mr. Clay may he sail
to have ‘commenced his political eareer. His first
efforta were made on behalf of human liberty, and
at the risk of losing that breeze of popular fuvor,
which was wafting on his bark bravely toward that
haven of worldly presperity and renown.

The most important feature in the plan for a new
Constitution, submitted to the people of Kentucky,
was a provision for the prospective eradication ot
slavery from the State by means of a gradual emen-
cipation of those held in bondage. Against thia
proposal a tremendous outcry was at onee raiaed.
It was not to be questioned that the voice of the ma-
jority was vehemently opposed to it. But vounc
Clay did not hesitate as to hia course. In that spit
of self-sacrifice, which he has since displayed an so
many occasions, in great public emergenciva, with-
out stopping to reckon the disadvantages to himself,
he boldly errayed himself on the side of thoss
friendly to emancipation. In the canvass, which
preceded the election of members of the Convention,
he exerted himself with all the energy of his nature
in behalf of that cause, which he believed to be the
cause of truth and justice, With his voice and pen
he actively labored to promote the choice of Dele-
gates who were pledged to its support.  He failed
in the fulfilment of his philanthropic intentions, an
incurred temporary unpopularity by his course.
Time, however, is daily making more apparent the
wisdom of his counsel.

Mr. Clay has not faltered in his views upon thia
great question. They are now what they were in
1797. In maintaining the policy of this scheme o¢
gradual emancipation he hae ever heen fearless and
congistent. Let it not be imagined, however, that
he has any sympathy with that incendiary apirit
whicly would seem 1o actuate eome of the clamorers
for immediate and unconditional abolition at the
present time. His views were far-sighted, statea-
man-like and sagacious. He looked to the general
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"
goou, not merely of his contemporaries but of pos-
terity; and his plan stretched beyond the embarrass-
menta of the present hour into the future. A more
juet, practicable and beneficent schems than his, for
the accomplishment of a consummation so devoutly
to be wished by humanity at large, could not have
been devised.

It resembled that ndopted in Pennsylvania in the
vear 1780 at the instance of Dr. Franklin, according
to which, the generation in being were to remain in
bonduge, bot all their offspring, born after a speci-
fied dav, were to be frec-at the age of twenty-eight,
and, in the mean time, were to receive preparatory
instruction to qualify them for the enjoyment of
freedom. Mr. Clay thought, with many others, that
as the slave States had severally the right to judge,
erery one exclusively for itself, in reapect to the in-
stitution of domestic slavery, the proportion of
slaves to the white population jn Kentucky at that
time was so inconsiderable, that a system of gradu-
al emancipation might have been adopted without
any hazard to the security uod interests of the com-
inonwesnlth,

Recently a charge was made by the principal op-
position paper at the South, that Mr. Clay had join-
#d the Abolitionists; and the ground of the charge
was the averment that he had written a letter to Mr.
Giddinza, of Ohio, approving the leading views of
thut party. Upon inquiry, it appearcd, however,
that the letter was written by Cassius M. Clay, a
numeeake. In noticing the erromecus statement,
Mr. Clay remarked, in a letter to a friend—*1 do
not write letters for different latitudes. [ have but
one hieart, and one mind; and all my letters are but
copies of the original, and if genuine, will be found
to conform to it, wherever they may be addressed.”

Would that every candidate for the Presidency
might say this with cqual rincerity and truth !

Notwithstanding the failure of his exertions in ar-
resting the continuance of negro servitude in Ken-
tucky, Mr. Clay has never shrunk from the avowal
of his sentiments upon the suhbject, nor from their
practical manifestation in his professional and poli-
tical curecer. For several years, whenever a slave
brouzht an action at law for his liberty, Mr. Clay
volunteered as his advocate : and he always suc-
ceeded in obtaining a decision in the slave’s favor,
Oppression in every shape would seem to have
rouscd the most ardent sympathies of his soul, and
to have enlisted hia indignant eloquence in behalf of
its unfriended object. The impulses, which urged
him at this early day to 1oke the part of the domes-
tic bondsmen of his own Siate, were the same with
those, by which he was instigated, when the ques-
tions of recognizing South American and Greeian In-
dependence were presented to the consideration of
a tnrdy and calenlating Congress.

During the administration of John Adams, in 1798-
9, the famous alien and sedition laws were passed.
‘Thre popular opposition with which these extraordi-
nary measures were reccived, is still vividly remem-
bered in the United States. By the “ alien law,”
the President was authorized to order any alien,
whom * he should judge dangerous to the peace and
eafety” of the country ¥ to depart out of the terri-
tury within such time” as he should judge proper,
apon penalty of being “imprisoncd fur & term not
exceeding three yeara.” &c.

The * sedition law' was desizned to punish the
nbuse of speech of the press. It impoeed a heary
pecuniary fine, and imprisonment for a term of years,
upon such us ehould combine or conapire together
to oppose any measure of Government: upon such
a8 should write, print, utter, publish, &ec., “any
false, scandalous and malicious writing against the
Government of the Upited States or the Presi-
dent,” &c.

Mr. Clay stood forth one of the earliest champions
of popular rights in oppozition to thess memoriable
laws. Kentucky was one of the first States that
launched their thunders against them; and though
many speakers came forward to give expression to
the indignation which was swelling in the public
heart, none succeeded fo well in striking the re-
sponsive chord as our young lawyer. He was soon
regarded as the leading spirit of the opposition party ;
and it was about this time that the title of “THE
GreaT ComMoNER” was bestowed upon him.

A gentleman, who was present at a mneeting where
these obnoxious laws were dizcusecd, deseribes the
cffect produced by Mr. Claoy’s eloquence as difficult
adequately to describe. The populace had asscin-
bled in the fields in the vicinity of Lexington, and
were first addressed by Mr. George Nicholas, a dis-
tinguished man, and a powerful speaker. ‘I'he spcech
of Mr. Nicholas was long and eloquent, and he wua
greeted by the most enthusiastic cheers as he con-
cluded. Clay being called for, promptly appeared,
and made one of the most extraordinary and impres-
sive harangues ever addressed to a popular assem-
bly. A striking evidence of ita thrilling and effec-
tive character may be found in the fact that when
he ceased, there was no showi—no applaute. So
eloquently had he interpreted the deep feelings of
the wultitude, that they forgot the orator in the ab-
sorbing emotions he had produced. A higher com-
pliment cen hardly be conceived. The theme was
& glorious one for a young and generous mind, filled
with ardor in behalf of huinan liberty—and he did it

justice. The people took Claz and Nicholas upon
their shoulders, and forcing them into a carriage,

drew them through the streets, amid shouts of ap-
plause. What an incident for an orater, who had
not yet completed his twenty second yeer!

Four years afterwards, when Mr, Clay was absent
from the County of Fayette at the Olympiusn Springe,
he was brought forward, without his knowledge or
previous coneent, as a candidate, and elected tu the
General Assembly of Kentucky. He eoon made
his influence fclt in that bady. In 1804, Mr. Felix
Grundy, then an adroit and well-known politician,
made en attempt in the Legislature to procure the
repeal of a law incorporating the Lexington Insu-
rance Office. He wus opposed at every step by Mr.
Clay; and the war of words between the youthful
deliaters drew to the hall of the House throngs of
spectatore, Grundy hod maneged to sccure before
hand & majority in his fuvor in the House; but the
members of the Scnate flocked in to hear Clay speak,
and so cogently did he present to their understand-
ings the impolicy and unconstitutionality of the
maensure under discussion, that they refused to sane-
tion it after it had been passed by the other branch,
and a virtual triumph was thus obtained.

It is recorded of Mr. Clay, that, in the course of
the legislative sceeion of 1805, he made en effort w
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procure the removal of the seat of Government from
Frankfort; and Lis speech on the occasion is said to
have been an inimitable specimen of argument and
humor. Frankfort is peculiar in its appearance and
situation, being sunk, like a huge pit, below the aur-
rouniling country, and environed by rough and pre-
cipitous ledzes. * We have,” said Mr. Cluy, * the
" model of an inverted hat; Frankfort is the hody of
the hat, and the lands adjacent are the brim. To
change the figure, it is nature’s greal penilentiary ;
and if the members of this House would know the
bodily condition of the prisoners, let him look at
those poor creatures in the gallery.”

As he said this, he pointed with his finger to halfa
dozen fignures that chanced, at that moment, to be
moving about in the gallery, more like animated
akeletons than respectuble compounds of flesh and
bloud. The objecta thus designated, seeing the at-
tention of the whole assembly suddenly directed to-
wards them, dodged, with ludicrous haste, behind
the railing, and the assembly was thrown into a con-
vulsion of merriment. This argumentum ad homi
nem proved irresistible, The members of the House
agreed that it was expedient to remove the seat of
Government, but it was subsequently found impos-
sible to decide upon a new location, and the Legis-
lature continues to hold its sessiona at Frankfort.

It was an early resolution of Mr. Clay, that no
litigants, rich or poor, should bave occasion to say
that fur the want of counsel they could not obtain
justice at every bar where he could appear for thom.

ol. Joseph Hamilton Daviess, at that time United
States [istrict Attorney, and a man of influence and
distinction, had committed an assault and battery
ot Frankfort on Mr. Bush, a respectable citizen, and
a tavern-keeper at that place. The bur of Frank-
fort declined instituting an action for the latter
nzainst Col. 1. Bush finally appealed to Henry
Clav, who promptly undertook the case, and
brouglht the suit in Lexington, In the argument of
a proliminery question, Mr. Clay felt it hia duty to
animndvert with some severity upon the conduct of
Col. Daviess ; wherecupon the latter, afler the ad-
journment of the Court, addressed a note to him,
remonstrating against hia course, and expressing a
wish that it should not be persevered in. Mr. Clay
immediately replied that he had undertaken the
cause of Mr. Bush from a sense of duty; that he
should submit to no dictation as to his management
of it, which should be according to hiz own judge-
ment exclusively ; but that he should hold himself
responsible for whatever he did or said, in or out of
Court, A challenze ensued; Mr. Clay accepted it,
anid proceeded to Frankfort for the hostile meeting.
There, by the interposition of mutual friends, the
nffuir was accommodated in a manner honorable to
both parties.

In the autumn of 1806, the celebrated Aaron Burr
waa arrested in Kentueky, on a charge of being en-
gaged in an illegal warlike enterprise. The saga-
city and penetration of that extraordinary man were
never more clearly evinced than in his application
to Mr. Clay to defend him  Mr. Clay helieved, and
it was generally believed in Kentucky, that the pro-
secution was groundless, and was iostituted by Col.
Daviess, whom we have already mentioned, who
was a great admirer of Col. Hamilton. and who dis-
liked Burr because he hed killed Hamilton in a

duel, and was moreover, his opponent in politica.
Mr. Clay felt & lively sympathy for Col. Burr, on
account of his being arrested in a State distant from
his own, on account of hia misfortunes, and the dis.
tinguished stations he had filled. Still he declined
appcaring for him, until Burr gave him written an-
surances that ha was engaged in no enterprise for-
bidden by law, and none that was not known and
approved by the Cabinet at Washington. On re-
ceiving these assurances, Mr. Clay appeared for
him ; and thinking that Burr ought not to be dealt
with as an ordinary culprit, he declined receiving
from him any fee, although a liberal one was ten-
dered.

Burr was acquitted. Mr. Clay shortly afier pro-
cecded to Washington, and received from Mr, Jef-
ferson an account of the letter in ciphier, which had
been written by Burr to General Wilkinson, to-
gether with other information of the criminal designs
of Burr. Mr. Clay handed the written assurancea
above mentioned to Mr. Jefferson at the request of
the latter.

On his return from Ghent, Mr. Clay made a lLrief
sojourn in the city of New-York, and visited, among
other places of interest, the Federal Court, then in
sesgion, escorted by his friend, the late Mr. Smith,
then Marshall, formerly a Senator from New-York.
On entering the court-room, in the City [{all, the
eyes of the bench, bar, officers, and attendants upon
the Court, were turned upon Mr. C. who was in-
vited to take a seat on the bench, which he politely
declined, and took a position in the bar. Shortly
after, a small gentleman, apparently advanced in
vears, and with bushy, gray hair, whom Mr Clay
for an instant did not recognize, spproached him.
He quickly perceived it waa Col. Burr, who ten-
dered his hand to salute Mr. Clay, The Iatter de-
clined receiving it.  The Colonel, neverthicless, was
not repulsed, but engaged in conversation with Mr.
Clay, remarking, that be had understood that, be-
sides the treaty of pence, the American Commis-
sioners had negocinted a gond Commercinl Conven-
tion with Great Britain. Mr. Clay replied coldly,
that such a convention was concluded, and that ite
terma would be known as soon a3 it was promulk
gated by public authority. Col. B. expressed a
wish to have an hour's interview with him, and Mr.
C. told him where he etopped—hbut the Celonel
never called. 'T'hua terminated ull the intercourse
which ever tonk place between Hemy Clay end
Aaron Burr. Aml yet cven out of materiala like
these Detraction hus tried to maoufacture weapons
for its assaulis!

CHAPTER II.

Elected to the Senate of the Urited Statss—FHis first Speach. in
favor of Internal Tmprovements—Is chosen Spenker of the
Kentucky House of Assembly=—Speeches and Heprte—Reso-
lutions in faver of Amerienn Manufartures —Duel with Hom-
g_hn:y Marshall—His sentiments in pezacd to I}llt.‘[i:]q-’]‘nlu

issent a_sccond time in the United States Senate—Spenks b
behall of Domestic Mannficturos—TLays the foundation of
the Amerienn System—Specch on ini: of the Parlido—
Labors of the Besion—"Thinl Sessiin of the Eleventh

ras—The United Staves Ronk—ITe hecomes a member of the

Tnited States Hoevse of Representatives—Is chesen Spoaker
on the first ballot—Critisal state of Poblie Affaira—14 in favee
of a War with Great Britain=Speech on the bill fir mising
Troops—On a Naval Establihment—Carrics his Measures—
Our Naval succesms,

Ox the twenty-ninth of December, 1806, Mr. Clay
preduced his credentiala, and took his zeat in the
Senate of the United Siates. He had been electod
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by the Legislature of the Siate of Kentucky to fill
a vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon.
John Adair; and, from the journals of Congrees, he
seems 1o have enterad at once, actively upon the
discharge of the duties of his new and exalted
position. His first Speech was in favor of the
erection of a bridge over the Potomac River; and
at this period we perceive the dawning of those
views of * Internal Improvement,’ which he afier-
ward carried out 8o ably, and his advocacy of which
should alone be sufficient to entitle him to the last-
ing gratitude of the Country. He amused the
Benate on this occarion by quoting a passage from
Peter Pindar, as applicable 10 a Senator by whom
he had been aseailed, and who was remarkable fur
the expression of guperior eagacity which his coun-
enance was wont to assume when he rebuked the
younger members of the body. The picture was
apt and graphic:

A chuiering ird we eften meet:

A bied fir curioafty well Known,

With hend awry, and cunning eye,

Pupknuwmlnlr Lo & marrow- "

This Speech was scon followed by his prescuta-
1lon of & Reeolution advocating the expediency of
approprinting a quantity of land toward the opening
of the Canal proposed 10 be cut at the Rapids of
the Ohio, on the Kentucky shore.

The suhject of appropriations for Internal Im-
provements was at that time a novelty. So far as
it related to the establishment of Post-Roads, it had,
it is true, been discuesed in February, 1795; but no
formal opinion of Congress was exprezsed, so as to
be a precedent for future action.

A Committee, consisting of Mesars. Clay, Giles
and Baldwin, wae now eppointed to consider the
new Reeolution, and on the wwenty-fourth of Feb-
ruary, 1807, Mr. Clay made an able Report to the
Seunate, in which we find the following passage :—
« How far it is the policy of the Government to aid
4 in works of this kind, when it has no distinet in-
* terost ; whether, indeed, in euch a case, it has the
¢ Constitutional power of patronage and encourage-
* ment, it is not necessary to be decided in the present
*jmstance.” A few duys afterward, he reported a
bill providing for the appointment of Commissioners
w ascertain the practicability nf removing the ob-
structions in the navigation of the Ohio at the Rapide.
This bill passed the Sepate by a vote of eighteen to
sight,

The following resolution, presented 1he day of the
pessage of the bill, shows that Mr. Clay thus early
in his career was deeply impressed with the impor-
tance of a system of Internul Imnprovement. He
may truly be called the father of that sy=tem, which
bas so incalculably advanced the general prosperity
of the Republic :—

# Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury
be directed 1o prepare and report to the Senate ats
their next seasion, a plan for the application of such
means ns are within the power of Congress, to the
purposer of opening Roads and making Canals ; to-
gether with a statement of undertakings of that na-
ture, which, es ohiecta of public improvement, ma
require and deserve the aid of Government; and,
also, & stutement of works, of the nature mentioned,
which have been commenced, the progress which
has been made in them, and the means and prospect
of their being completed ; and all such information

as, in the opinion of the Secretary, shall be material
in relation to the objects of 1his resolution.”

The resolution was passed with but three discenty
ing voices.

During this session an attempt was made to sus-
peod the flabeas Corpus Act, for the purpoee of
enabling the President to arrest, without going
through the furms and delays of the law, Col. Burr,
of whose evil intentiona there was now sufficient
proof. Mr. Clay did not speak on the motion, but
his volte wae recorded against it, not through any
tenderness towards Burr, but because of the danger
ot iatituting such a precedent egainst the liberty of
the citizen. The motion was, however, carried in
the Senate, but defeated in the House of Represent-
atives.

Mr. Clay's election to the Senate of the United
States hod been but for the fraction of & term,
smounting to a single session, In the summer ol
1807, he was again chosen by the citizens of Fay-
ette 10 represent them in the Kentucky Legislature,
and st the next session he was elected Spesker of
the Assembly. In this position he did not content
himself with faithfully diecharging the ordinary du-
ties of o Speaker. He entered the arens of dcbate,
and took an active part in most of the important
discussions before the House. A motion having
been made to prohibit the reading in the Courts of
Kentucky of any British decision, or elementary
work on Law, he opposed it with & vigor amd elo-
queuce that could not fail of effect. Bore than four-
fifthe of the Members of the House hed evinced a
determination te vote for the motion. It was argued
that the Americans, as an independent people, ought
not to eufler themeelves to be governed, in the ad-
ministration of justice, by the legal decisions of a
foreign power, Mr. Clay had to contend against a
most formidable array of popular prejudice. To
obviate one of the most potent arguments of the
friende of the motion, he ingeniously moved to
amend it by limiting the exclusion of Dritish deci-
sions from Kentucky to those only whichhave taken
place since the 4th of July, 1776, the date of Amei-
can Independence, and suffering all which preceded
that period to yemain in force. He maintained that
hefore the declaration of our independence, the Brit-
ieh and Americans were the same nation, and the
laws of the one people were those of the other. He
then entered upon one of the most elogquent bha-
rangues that ever fcll from his lipa. He expoeed
the barbarity of a measure which would annihilate,
for all practical uees in the State, the great body of
the Common Law ; which would * wantonly make
wreck of 8 system fraught with the intellectual
wealth of centuries, and whelm its last fragment
beneath the wave.”

Those who had the good fortune to hear Mr. Clay
on this occasion, deseribe his epeech as one of trans
cendent power, beauty and pathos. A gentleman,
who was a partaker in the effect produced by his
cloquence, says:—* Every muscle of the orator’s
‘ face was in motion; hia whole body seemed agi-
¢ tated, as if every part were instinct with a separate
¢ life ; and his small, white hand, with its blue veins
¢ apparently distended almost to bursting, moved
¢ gracefully, but with all the energy of rapid ard ve-
‘ hement gesture. The appearance of the speaker
* seemed that of & pure intellect wrought up to its
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* mightiest energies, and brightly glowing through tile encounter. The

parties met, and by the first

‘ the thin and transaparent veil of flesh that enrobed | shot Mr. Marshall was slightly wounded. They

s

Itis almost needless to add that Mr. Clay pre-
vailed on this oceasion in tuming the tide in his fa-
vor, andd the origionl motion was rejected.

A report drawn up by him in 1800 upon a question |

of lisputed election is worthy of notice in this place,
The citizens of Hardin County, who were entitled
to two Representatives in the General Assembly,
had given 436 votes for Charles Helin, 350 for Sam-
nel [Tayeraft, and 271 for John Thomas. The fact
being nscertained that Mr. Hayeraft held an office
of profit under the Commonwealth, at the time of
the election, a constitutional disqualification attach-
ed and excluded him. He was ineligible, and there-
fure could not be entitled to his seat. It remained to
inquire into the pretenrions of Mr. Thomas. Hias
cluim could only be supported by a total rejection
of the votes given by Mr. Haycraft, as void to all
intents whatever. Mr. Clay contended that those
votes, thovgh void and ineffectual in creating any
right in Mr. Hayeraft to a seat in the House, could
not affect, in any manner, the situation of his com-
petitor.  Any other exposition would be subversive
of the zreat principle of Free Government, that the
majority shall prevail. It would operate as a fraud
upon the People; for it could not be doubted that
the votes given to Mr. Haycraft were bestowed under
a full persuasion that he had a right to receive them.
It would, in fact, be a declaration that disqualifica-
tion produced qualification~—that the incapacity of
onc man cepacitated another to hold a seat in that
House. The Cummittee, therefore, unanimously
decided that neither of the gentlemen was entitled
to a peat.

Such were the principles of Mr. Clay's Report.
It was unanimously adopted by the House; and its
doctrines have ever since governed the Kentucky
Elections.

In 1)ecember, 1808, Mr. Clay introduced before
the Legislature of Kentucky a series of Resolutions
approving the Embargo, denouncing the British
Orders in Council, pledging the codperation of Ken-
tucky to any measures of opposition to British ex-
actions, upon which the General Government might
determine, and declaring that “ThHomMas JEFFERSON
‘iz entitled to the thanks of his Country for the
v ability, uprightness and intelligence which ke has
t displayed in the management both of our Foreign
¢ Relations and Domestic Conecerns.”

Mr. Humphrey Marshall opposed these Resolu-
tions with extraordinary vehemence, and introduced
Amendatory Resolutions of a directly oppesite ten-
dency; but Mr. Marshell was the only one who
voted in favor of the latter. Mr. Clay's original
Regolutions were adopted by a vote of sixty-four
1o one.

Soon after this event, Mr. Clay introduced a Reso-
lution recommending that every Member, for the pur-
pose of encouraging the Industry of the Country,
ghould clothe himself in garments of Domestic
Manufacture. This Resolution wns ut once moat
cinphatically denounced by Mr. Humphrey Mar-
shull, who stigmatized it as the project of a dema-
gogue, and applied a profusion of harsh and un-
generous epithets to the mover, Mr. Clay retorted,
angd the quarrel went on until it terminated io a hos-

stood up a eecond time, and Mr. Clay received a
hardly perceptible flesh wound in the leg. The
seconda now interfered, and prevented a continuanco.
of the combat. .

Mr. Clay was once again called upon in the course-
of his political earecr, by the barbarous exactions of
society, to consent to a hostile encounter; but we
are confident that no man at heart ehominates the
custom more sincerely than he. The following paa-
sage in relation to this subject occurs in an address,
which, in his maturer years, he made to hia constit-
uents: ** [ owe it to the community to say, thet what-
ever heretofore I may have done, or by inevitable cir-
cumetances might be forced to do, no man in it holde
in deeper abhorrence than [ do that pernicious prae-
tice. Condemned as it must be by the judgment.
and philosophy, to say nothing of the religion, of ev-
ry thinking man, it is an affair of feeling about which
we cannot, although we should, reason. Its wrue
corrective will be found when all shall unite, as all
ought to unite, in its unqualified prosecription.”

When the bill to suppress duelling in the District
of Columbia came before the Senate of the United
States in the epring of 1838, Mr. Clay said, no man
would be happier than he to see the whole barbar-
ous system forever eradicated. It wos well known,
that in certain quarters of the country, public opin-
ion was averse from duelling, and no man could fly
in the face of that public opinion, without baving his
reputation sacrificed ; but there were other portions
again which exacted obedience to the fatal custom.
T'he man with a high sense of honor, and nice sen-
sibility, when the question is whether be shall fight
or have the finger of scorn pointed at him, is unabla
to resist, and few, very few, are found willing to
adopt such an alternative. When public opinion
shall be renovated, and chastened by reeson, religion
and humanity, the practice of duelling will at once
be discountenanced. It is the office of legislation to
do all it ean to bring about that healthful state of the
public mind, and although it may not altogether ef-
fect so desirable a result yet ne had no doubt it
would do much towards it, and with these views, he
would give his vote for the bill.

In the wiater seesion of Congress in 1800-10, Me.
Clay took his seat a second time in the Senate of the
United States. He had been elected by the legisla-
ture by a handsome majority to supply a vacancy
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Buckner Thrus-
ton, whose term wanted two years of ita completion.
From thia period the public history of Mr. Clay map
be found diffused through the anvals of the Upion.
The archives of the republic are tho sources from
which the materials for his biography may be hence-
forth derived. When time shall have removed tha
inducements for interested praise or censure, poster-
ity will point to the records of hia civic achievements,
glorious though bloodless, no lees as furnishing
well establizhed title to their admiration and grati-
tude than as a perpetual monument of his fame,

The predilections which Mr. Clay had early man-
ifested in bebalf of American manufactures and Amer-
ican principles, were unequivocally avowed in hia
firat speech before the Senate on being elected a so
cond time to that body as fur back as Apnil, 1810. A
bill was under discussion appropriating a aum o-
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money for procuriog munitions of war, and for other
purposes; and an amendment had been proposed,
instructing the Secretary of the Navy, to provide
sujplies of cordage, sail-cloth, hemp, &c, and 10 give
a preference to those of American growth and man-
ufacture. Mr. Lloyd of Massachusetts moved to
strike vut this part of the amendment; and a discus-
eion arose concerning the general policy of promo
ting domestic manufuctures, in which Mr. Clay bold-
ly declared himself its advocate.

The failacious courge of reasoning urged by many
against domestic manufuctures, namely, the distress
and zervitude produced by those of England, he said
would equally indicate the propriety of abandonirg
agriculture itself. Wero we 10 cast our eyes upon
the misersble peasantry of Poland, and revert to the
daya of fendal vassnlage, we might thence draw nu-
meroud argumenta against the pursuits of the hus-
bandman. In short, take the black side of the pic-
ture, and every human occupation will ba found
pregnant with fatal vbjections.

The sentiments avowed thus esrly in our legisla-
tive history by Mr. Clay are now current through-
oul our vast cominunity; and the * American Sye-
temn,” aa it har been called, is generally admitted to
be not only a patriotic, but a politic eystem. But
let it not be forgotten, that it ia to the persevering
and unremitted exertiona of Henry Clay, that we
are indebicd for the planting and the cherishing of
that goodly tree, under the far-spreading branches of
which so many find protection and plenty st the pre-
sent day.

The amendments advocated by Mr. Clay on this
occasion were adopted, and the bill was pasacd.
The first step toward the establishment of hia mag-
nificent * system ™ waa taken.

Another speech in which he distinguished himself
during the session, ia that upon the question of the
right of the United States to the territory lying be-
tween the nvers Mississipm, and Perdido, compri-
sing the gremter part of Western Florida. This im-
portant region, out of which the States of Alabama
and Miseissippi have since heen formed, was claimed
by Spein as a part of her Florida domain. The Pres-
dent, Mr. Madizon, had issued a proclamation de-
elaring the region annexed to the Orleans Territory,
and subject to the lawa of the United States. The
Federalists mointained that we had no claim to
the Territory—that it belonged to Spain—and that
Grent Britain as her ally, would not consent to see
her robhed.

Mr. Clay stepped forth as the champion of the de-
mocracy and the President, and eloguently vindica-
ted the title of the United States to the land. His
arguments evince much research, ingenuity and lo-
gical skill ; and on this as on all veeasions, he man-
Herted that irrepressible sympathy with the people
—the mass—his eloquent expressions of which had
gained him in Kentucky the appellation of the
GREAT CoMmMoNER. Mr. Horsey, one of the Sena-
tors from Delaware, had bemoaned the fate of the
8punich king. Mr. Clay ssid in reply: %1 shall
¢ leave the honorable gentleman from Delaware to
* mourn over the furtunes of the fullen Charles. 1
‘bave no commiscration for princes. My syMPa-
‘fHIES ARE RESERVED FOR THE GREAT Mass of
*mankind ; and I own that the people of Spain have

shem moast sincerely.”

With r#gard to the deprecated wrath of Great
Britain, Mr. Clay said, with a burst of indignant el-
oquence, which is but inadequately conveyed in the
reported gpeech : * Sir, is the time never to arrive,
+when we may manage our own affuire, without the
¢ fear of insulting his Britannic majesty 7 Is the rod
¢ of British power to be forever suspended over our
‘heada ? Doea Congress put on an embargo to shel-
‘ ter our rightful commerce against the piratical de-
¢ predations committed upon it on the ocean? We
¢ are immediately warned of the indignation of Eng-
tland. Is a law of non-intercouse proposed 7 The
¢ whole navy of the haughty Mistress of the Seas ia
* made to thunder in our esrs. Does the President
¢ refuge to continue a correspondence with a Minis-
‘ter, who violates the decorum belonging to his di-
‘ plomatic character, by giving and deliberately re-
¢ peating an affront to the whole nation? We are
¢ inatantly menaced with the chastisement which
¢ English pride will not fail to inflict. \Whether we
¢ assert our rights by sea, or attempt their mainten-
‘ance by land—whithersoever we 1urn ourselves,
¢ this phantom incessantly pursues us!™

The strong American feeling, the genuine demo-
cratic dignity, which pervede this Speech are char-
acteristic of the man and of the prineiples, which,
throughout a long and trying public career, he has
steadfastly maintained. Aud yetwe find new-fledged
politiciens and duinty demagogues of modern faph-
ionuble manufacture, charging this eariy and con-
sistent leader of the Democracy—this friend and
supporter of Jeffersun and of Madison—tkis main
pillar of the Party, who originated and conducted
to o glorious termination the last War—charging
him with Federalism and Aristocracy! Every act
of hia life—every recorded werd that ever fe]l from
his lipa gives the lie to the imputation.

Mr. Clay's labors during this Session appear to
have been arduous and diversified—~showing on his
part unusual versatility, industry and powers of ap-
plication. He was placed on several important Com-
mittees, and seems to have taken part in all dizcus-
giona of moment. On the 26th of March, 1810, from
the Committee to whom was recommitted a bill grant-
ing a right of prefmption to purchasers of I'ublic
Lands in certeig cases, he reported it with amend-
ments, which were read ; and, after undergoing some
alterations, it was again recommitted, reported, and
finally passed by the Senate. Mr. Clay was the
early friend of the poor settler on the Public Lands,
and he has always advocated a poliey which, while
it is extremely liberal toward that class, is consist-
ent with perfect juatice to the People at large, who
are the legitimate owners of tha Public Domain.

On the 29th of March Mr. Clay brought in a bill
sapplementary to an act entitled * An Act to Regu-
¢ late T'rade and Intercourse with the Indian Tribes,
“and to preserve Peace on the Frontier.,” The Lill
was referred to a Committee, of which he was ap-
pointed Chairman; and to hia intelligent labors in
their behalf, the People of the West were indebted
for measures of protection of the most efficient
charncter.

The 20th of April succeeding, on motion of Mr.
Clay, the bill to enable the People of the Orleans
Temitory, now Louisiana, to form a Constitutiom
and Government was amended by a provision re.
quiring that the Laws, Records and Legislative Pro-
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ceedings of the State should be in the English lan-
guage. On the 27th of the same month he had
leave of absence for the rest of the Session, after
arcamplishing an amount of public business that
few men could have dEBpnu:lled: with 30 much
promptitude, ability and advantage to the Country.

The Third Seasion of the Eleventh Congress com-
menced on the 3d of December, 1810, Mr. Clay waa
once more in his seat in the Senate.

The subject of renewing the Charter of the United
Statea Bank was now the great topic before Con-
gress. Mr. Clay had been iostructed by the Legis-
luture of Kentucky to oppose a recharter; and his
own convictions at the time accorded with theira,
fic addressed the Senate at some length in oppo-
gition to the proposcd mensure. He lived to rectity
his opinions on this important question; and his
reasuns for the change must be satisfuctory to every
candid mind. They are given in an Address to his
constituents in Lexington, dated the 3J of June, 1816.

In a Speech tn the sume eonatituents, delivered
the Oth of June, 1242, he alludes to the subject in
thesa terms:

“I never but once changed my opinion on any
great measure of natioaal policy, or eny great prin-
ciple of construction of the National Constitution.
In early life, on deliberate consideration, I ndopted
the princir[s‘.n of interpreting the Federal Constiu-
tion, which had heen so ubly developed and enforceil
by Mr. Madison in his memorable Report to the Vir-
ginia Legislature; and t them, as T understood
thwam, | have conatantly adhered. Upon the ques-
tivn coming up in the Senate of the United States,
t recharter the first Bank of the United States thirty
yeara agzo, [ opposed the recharter upon convictiona
which 1 honestly entertnined. The experience of
th War which shortdy followed, the condition into
witich the Currency of the Country was thrown,
without a Bank, :muif. [ may now add, later and more
disustrous experience, convinend me [ was wron=, 1
l:uh‘ri:-ly stated to my constituents, in a Sreed: at

Lxington, (that which [ had made in the House of
Representatives not having been reported) my rea-
#on+ for that ehunge; and thev are preserved in the
archives of the C.untry. I appeal to that record ;
and [ am willing to be judged now and hereafter by
their validiry.

“1 do not advert to the fact of this solitary in-
rtance of change of opinion, as implying any per-
aonal merit, bt because it is a fuct. I will, how-
zver, say that [ think it very perilous to the utility
of wny public man to make frequent changes of
apinion, or anv chanze, but upon grounds so suf-
ficient and palpable that the public can clearly see
and wpprove them.™

Many important aubjects were discussed by the
Senate during the Session of 1810-11 ; and Mr. Clay
was in all of thein conapicuous. His zeal and
efficiency in the Public Service began to attract the
cyes of the whole Country. He waa not the Repre-
sentative of Kentucky alone. Hia capacious heart
and active mind, uncontracted by sectional jealous-
iea or locul bigotry, comprehionded the entire Union
in their embrace.

At the expiration of his second fractional term of
service in the Senate of the United States, having
returned to Kentucky, he was elected a member of
the Federal House of Representatives. Congress
convenedd on the day dezignated by Proclamation,
the fiurth day of November, 1811; and, on the firat
hallot for Speaker, 148 memhbers being present, he
waa chosen by a majority of 31, over all opposition.

The affairs of the Nation were never in a more
critical position than at this juncture. The honor
of the Republic was at stuke. A long series of out-
rages perpetrated against our Commerce by England
and by France had reached a hight, at which farther
toleration would have been pusillanimous. Under
the Berlin and Milan Decrees of Napoleon, our ships
were seized and our property confiscated by the
French in a manner to provoke the warmest indig-
nation of a free People. Great Britain vied with
France, and finully far surpaesed her in her acta of
violence and rapine toward us. Each of the bel-
ligerent nations sought a pretext in the conduct of
the other for her own injustice.

At length France, in answer to our remonstrances,
repealed lier odious Decrees so far as we were cons
cerned, and pructically abandoned her system of
seizure and oppression. Great Britain did not fol-
low her example.

A year had elapred since the French Decrees
were rescinded ; but Great Britain persisted in her
course,—uaffucting to deny their extinction. The
ghips of the United States, laden with the produce
of our nmoil and labor, navigated by our own citizena
and peaceably pursuing a lawful trade, were seized
on our coasts, and, at the very mouth of our own
harbors, eondemned and confizcated. Dut it waa
the raffianly system of impressment—by which
American freemen, pursuing a lawful life of hard-
ship and daring on the occan, were liable to he
reized, in violation of the righta of our flag, forced
inte the naval service of a foreign Power, and made,
perhaps, the instruments of similar oppression to-
ward their own countrymen j>—it was thisa despotic
and barbarous svstem that principally roused the
warlike epirit of Congress and the Nation. And
Posterity will admit that thia cause of itzell was an
all-sufficient justification for hostile measures. The
epirit of that People must have been debased in-
deed, which could bhave tamely submitted to such
nggreasions.

The feelings of Mr. Cley on this subject seem to
have lLieen of the intensest deseription.  Though
coming from o State distant from the sea-board,
the wronga and indignities practiced against our
mariners by British arrogance and oppression, fired
his soul and stirced his whole nature to resistance.
To him, the idea of suecumbing a moment to such
dearading outrnges wns intolerable.  The Nation
had been injurcd and insulted. England persisted
in her injuriea and insulta. It waa useless to tem-
porise longer. He was for war, prompt, open and
determined war. He communicated to others the
electric feelings that animated his own breast. He
wreaked all his energies on this great cause.

In appointing the Committee on Fureign Rela-
tions, to whom the important question was to be
referred, he was careful to #elect a majority of such
Members as partook of his own decided views.
Peter B. Porter, of New York, was the Chairman;
and, on the 29th of November, he made a Report, in
which the Committee earnestly recommended, in
the words of the President, ¢ that the United States
* be immediately put into an armor and attitude de
* manded by the erisie, and corresponding with the
‘ national spirit and expectations.”” They aubmit-
trd appropriate Reeolutions for the carrying out o
thia great ohject.
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On the 3lst of December, the House resolved

itself into a Committee of the Whole, Mr. Brecken- |
ridee in the Chair, on a bill from the Senate, pro- |

viding for the raising of twenty-five thousand troops.
Of this measure, Mr. Clay was the warmest, and at
the same time most judivious, advocate. He ad-
dressed the House eloquently in its bchalf, and
urged it forward on all occasions with his best
energies.

He contended that the real cause of British
aggression was not to distress France, as many
maintained, but to destroy a rival. ¢ She saw,”
continued he, “in your pumberléss ships, which
¢ whitened every sea—in your hundred and twenty
* thousand gallant tars—the sceds of a naval force,
¢ which in thirty years would rival her on her own
‘elewnent. She therefore commenced the odious
‘system of Impressment, of which ne language
‘ean paint my execration! She DARED lo attempt
‘the subversion of the personal freedom of yuur
‘mrariners !

In concluding, Mr. Clay said he trusted that he
had fully established these thiee positions :—That
the quantum of the force proposed by the bill was
not too great; that its nature was euch as the con-
templated War called for; and that the object of
the War was justified by every consideration of
justice, of interest, of honor and love of country.
Unlees that object were at once attained by peace-
ul means, he hoped that war weuld be waged be-
fore the close of the Seasion.

The bill passed the House on the 4th of Janvary
succeeding ; and, on the 22d of the same month, the
Report of the Committee, to whom that part of the
President’s Message relating 1o a2 Naval Establish-
ment was referred, being under discussion, Mr. Clay
spoke in favor of an increase of the Navy, advo-
cating the building of ten frigaies.

In his remarks, on this occasion, he contended
that o description of naval force emirely within our
means was rthat, which would be sufficient to pre-
vent any single veasel, of whatever metzl, from en-

dangering our whole coasfing trade—blocking up |
our harbors, and layinz under contributions our |

cities—a force competent to punish the insolence of
the commander of any single ship, and to preserve
in our own jurisdiction the inviolability of our peace
and our laws.

“Is there,” he asked, “ a reflecting man in the
* pation who would not charge Congress with a
¢ culpable neglect of ita duty, if, for the want of
¢ such a force, a single ship were to bombard one of
‘our citiee?! Would not every honorable member
¢ of the Committee inflict on himeelf the bitterest re-
¢ proaches, if, by failing to make an inconsiderable
' additioa to our little gallant Navy, a single Briti-h
¢ veasel should place New-York undercontribution, !

On the 2h of January, 1812, the hill to incresse

tha Navy passed the House by a handaome majoritys |

To Mr. Clay’s eloguent advocacy of the measure,
the Country is largely indcbted for the glorions
naval successes which afierward shed & new and
undying lustre upon our hiztory. But for the gul-
lant and effective Navy, which sprang up under
such suspices, the main arm of our derence would
have been crippled. While we contemplate with
pride our achievements upon the sea—the memo-
rable deeds of our Lawrences, Decaturi, Hulls,

Bainbridges und P’e rrys—let us vot furget the States
man, but for whose provident sagacity and intrepid
spirit, the opportunity of performing those explois
might never have been affurded.

——— e -~ e
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TrE cause of Mr. Clay’s transference from the
Senate to the House of Representatives was his
| own preference, at the time, of a seat in the popular
| branch. His immediate appointment as Speunker
was, under the circumstances, a rare honor, and
one never, before or since, conferred on a new NMem-
ber. Among the qualifications which led to his
eelection for thet high station was his known firm-
ness, which would check any attempt to domineer
over the House ; and many Members had a apecial
view (o a proper restraint upon Mr. John Randolph
F of Virginia, who, through the fears of Mr. Varnum,
! and the partiality entertained fur him by Mr. Macon,
the two preceding Speakers, had exercised a con-
trol which, it was believed, was injurious to the
deliberations of the body.

On the first of April, 1812, the following confiden-
tial communication from the President to Congresa
was received :

“ Considering it as expedient, under existing cir-
cumstances and prorpects, thut a genernl embarpo
be laid on all vessels now in port or hereafier arri-
ving, for the period of aixty days, I recommend the
immediate passage of a law 1o that effect.

“JAMES MADISON.”

This proposition was immediately discuseed in
{ the House in secret session, Mr. Clay took an active
part in the debate. He gave to the mensure recom-
mended by the President his ardent and unqualified
support. “ 1 APPROYE oF 1T, said he, * RECAUSE
IT I8 TO BE YIEWED AS A DIRECT PRECURSOR TO
WaR."

Among the most vehement opponents of the mea~
sure were John Randolph, of Virginia, and Josinh
Quincy, of Massachusette. Mr. Randolph said that
the honorable Speaker was mistaken when he said
the meesage was for war. Mr. R. bad * too much
¢ relinnce on the wisdom and virtue of the President
‘10 belicve that he would be guilty of such grose
‘and unporalleled treason.” He mamtained that
the proposed embargo was not o be regarded as an
inital step to war—but s n subterfuge—a reireat
| from battle, * What new cause of war,” he asked,
| “ or of an embargo has arisen within the last twelve
tmontha T The affuir of the Chesapeake is pettled:
‘no new priuciples of blockade have been interpolu-
“ted in the lawa of nations. Every man of candor
twould ask why did not, then, go to war twelve
¢ months ago."’

* What new eause of war hing been avowed!"” said
Mr. Clay in reply—¢ The affair of the Chesapeake
is settled, 1o be sure, but ouly to paralyze the spirit
of the country. Hawe Great Britain absrained from
impressing wur seamen—from depredating upon our
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property 1 We have complete proof, in her eapture
of our ships, in her exciung our frontier Indinns to
hoatility, and in her sending aa emissary to our
gitirs to excite civil war, that she will do everytlung
to destroy us @ our resolution and spirit are our only
depoudence. Although 1 feel warmly upon this
sunjert,’”” continued he, ** [ pride mysell upon those
teenmy s, and should despise myeelf if I were desti-
tute of them.”

Mr. (Quiney expreased in strong terms his abhor-
rence ol the propused measure. He said that his ob-
jections were, that it was not what it pretended to
be; and was what it pretended not to be. That it
was not embargo preparatoy to war; burt ihat it was
ertbargo as a substitute for the question of declaring
war. ‘'l ohject to it,"” said he, ** becouse it is no
¢ ellicient preparation ; because it is, not a progress
¢ tuwarda honorahle war, but a subterfuge from the
¢ qquestion.

falaugzhter.”

Aguinst this storm of opposition Henry Clay pre-
sented an undaunted front.  As the debate waa car-
ried on wath closed doors, no ample record of it is in:
existence. DBut a mewmber of Concress, who was
prescat, savs:  “ On this occazion Mr. Clay was o

*Huwe of fre. He had now brougint Congress to |
! the verre of what he conceived to he a war for lib- l
‘erty aml honor, and his voice rang through the cap- |
‘ital like n trumpet-tone sounding for the onset, On |

! the eubject of the policy of the embargo, his elo-
fquence, like a Roman phalanx, bore down all op-
¢ potion, amd he put to shame those of his eppo-
f nents, who flouted the government as being unpre-
¢ pared for war.”

The Message recommending an embarzo was re-
ferred to the comnnttee on Foreign Helations, who
reported a bill Tor carrying it into effeet, which was
adopted by the House. In the Scnate it undérwent
e slizht alteration in the substitution of ninety for
mixty days as the term of the embargo. This amend-
ment was concurrad inj and on the fourth of April,
Mr. Crawford reported the presentation of the bill
to the President, and that it had received his signa-
ture.

Through the indefutizable exertions of Mr. Clay
and his nssociates, the attitude of resirtance to ag-
gression was now bolidly asswined—the first siep was
taken towards a definite declaration of war.

Qn nssuming the dutics of the Speukership, Mr. |

Clay had foreseen, from the peculiar character and

constitution of mind of that remarkable and digtin- |

guished man, John Randolph, that it would be ex-
tremely dillicult to maintain with him relations of
civility and friend=hip. He, therefore, resolved to
nct on the principle of never giving and never receiv-
ing an insult without immediate notice, if he were
in o pluce whero it could be noticed. Their mode of
intercourse or non-intercourse was most singular.
Sometimes weeks, months would pass without their
speaking to each other. Then, for an equal space
of time, no two gentlemen could treat each other
with more courtery and attention. Mr. Randolph,
on entering the House in the morning, while these
better fzelings prevailed, would frequently approach
the Chair, how respectfully to the Speaker, and in-
quire after hia health.

Bat Mr. Randolph was impatient of all restrrints,
and could not brook those which were sometimes

It we must perish, let ua perish by any |
. x « |
‘ hiand except our own. Any fute is better than self- |

applied to himself by the Speaker in the discharge
of the duties of the Chair. On one occasion he ap-
pealed to his constituents, and was answered by Mr.
Clay. The case was this: Mr. Clay, in one of his
morning rides, passed through Georgetown, where
Mr. Randolph, the late Mr. J. Lewis, of Virginia,
and other members of Congress boarded. Meeting
with Mr. Lewis, that gentleman inquired of him, if
there were any news? Mr. Clay informned him, that
on the Monday fullowing, President Madison would
send o messagze to Congress, recommending a decla-
retion of war against Great Britain.

The day after this meeting, Mr. Randolph came
to the House, and having addreased the Speaker in
o very rambling, desultory speech for about an hour,
he was reminded from the chuir, that there was no
question pending before the House.  Mr. Randolph
anid he would present one. He was requested to
state it. He =stuted that he meant to move a resolu-
tion, that it was nof expedient to declare waragainst
Grent Britein.” “I'he Speaker, according to a rule of

the House, desired him to reduce his resolution to
writing, rnd to senl it to the chair; which he ac-
cordingly did. And thereupon the Speaker informed
him, that before he could proceed in his speech, the
House must decide that it would now consider his
resolution.  Upon patting that question to the
House, it was decided by a large majority, that it
would not consider the resolution; and thus Mr.
Randolph was prevented from haranguing the Housa
farther in its aupport.  Of this he complained, and
published an address to his constituenta,

Some expressions in thia address seeming to re-
| quire notice, Mr. Clay addressed a communication
! under his own name, to the editor of the National
" Intelligencer, in which he reviews the questions at
issue between him and Mr. Randolph, and vindicates
the justice of his recent decisions in the chair.,

] “ Two principles,” he savs, “are settled by these

decisions; the first is, that the House has a right
to know, throurh its organ, the specific motion
{ which a member intends making, before he under-
i takes to argue it at large ; and in the second place,
| that it reserves to itsell the exercise of the power

of drtermining whether it will consider it at the
| particular time when offered, prior to his thus pro-
ceriding to argue ir."”

Everv succeeding Congress has acknowledged the
validity of the principles thus esiablished by Mr.
Clay. ‘I'hey seem esszentinl to the proper regulation
of dehate in a large legislative body."

A Lill from the Committee on Foreign Relations
was reported to the House on the third of June, 1812,
declaring War belween (Freal Brilain and her de.
pendencies and the United States. On the eightcenth
it had passed both Houses of Congress; and the next
day the Prerident’s proclamation was issued, declar-
ing the actual existence of War. On the sixth of
July, Congress adjourned to the first Monday in No-
vember.,

Mr. Clay, Mr. Lownder, Mr. Cheves, and Mr. Cal-
houn, were the leaders, who sustained and carried
throngh the declaration of War. Mr. Clay, fully iin-
pressed with the convietion, that the honor and the
highest interests of the conntry demanded the de-
claration, was ardent, active and enthusiastic in its
support.  T'o him was assigned the responsible duty
of appointing all the Committees. Mr. Madison’s

Cabinet was not unanimous on the subject of war,
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Mr. Madison Limself was in faver of it, but seeined |
to go ioto it with much repugnance and great appre-
hension. The character of his mind was one of ex-
treme caution, bordering on timidity, although he
acted with vigor and firmness when his resolution
was once taken. Mr. Gallatin, the Sccretary of the
Treasurv, was adverse to the war,

It was the opinion and wish of Mr. Clay, Mr.
Cheves, and their friends, that financial as well as
military and naval preparations should be made for
the conduct of the war, and previous to its declura-
tion. Accordingly, Mr. Gallatin was called upon
to report a system of finance appropriate to the oc-
casion. He had enjoyed a high reputation for finan-
cial ability; and it was hoped and anticipaied, that
he would display it when he made his required re-
port. But the disappointment was great when his
report appeared. Instead of indicating any new
source of revenue—instead of suggesting any great
plan calling forth the rerources of the nation, he re-
ported in favor of all the old odicus taxes—excise,
stamp duties, &c. which had been laid during pre-
vious administrations. It was believed, from the of-
fensive nature of the taxes, that his object was to re-
press the war spirit. But far from being discouraged,
Mr. Clay and his friends resolved to impose the du-
ties recormnended.

Mr. Cheves was at the head of the Committee of
Ways and Meens, and went laboriously to work to

prepare numerous bills for the collection of taxes as
suggesied by the Secretary. After they were pre-
pared and reported, it was for the first time discov-
ered that the Executive, and more eapeciully Mr.
Gaullatin, were opposed to the imposition of taxes at
the same session during which war was declared.
This was uscertained by the active exertions of Mr.
Smiley, & leading and influential member from Penn-
sylvania, and the confidential fricnd of Mr. Gallatin.
In circles of the members, he would urge in conver-
sation the expediency of postponing the taxes to
another seasion, sayirg that the people would not
take both war and taxes together."

Mr. Clay and his friends were aware that the levy-
ing of taxes, always a difficult and up-hill business,
could not be effected without the hearty concur-
rence of the Executive, and therefore reluctantly
gubmitted 1o the postponement—a most unfortunate
delay, the ill effects of which were felt throughout
the whole war. Mr. Cheves, who had plied the la-
boring oar, in preparing the various revenue bills,
was highly indignant, and especially at the conduct
of Mr. Gallatin, of whom he ever afterwards thought
unfavorably. .

The negotiations with Mr. Foster, the British
Chargi: d'Affaires at Washington, were protracted
up to the period of the Declaration of War. The Re-
publican party became impatient of the delay. It!
was determined that an informal deputation should
wait upon Mr. Madison to expostulate against long-
er procrastination ; and it was agreed that Mr. Clay
should be the spokesman. 'The gentlemen of ihe
deputation accordingly called on the President, and
Myr. Clay stated 1o him, that Congress was impa-
tient for action; that further efforta at negotiation
were vain ; that an accommodation was impractica- |
ble ; that the haughty spirit of Britain was unbend-
ing apd upyieldiog ; thet submission to her srro-
gant pretensions, eapecially that of a right to im-
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press our seamen, was impossible ; that enough had
been done by us with a view to conciliution; that
the time for decisive action had arrived, and war
wad inevitable.

By way of illustrating the difference between
speaking and writing, and acting, Mr. Clay related
to Mr. Madison an anecdote of two Kentucky Judges.
One talked incessantly from the Bench. He rea-
soned every body to death. He would deliver an
opinion, and first try to convince the party thatagreed
with him and then the opposite purty. The conse-
quence was that business lagged, the docket accu-
mulated, litigants complained, and the eommunity
were dissatisfied. He was ruccceded by a Judge,
who never gave any reasons for his opinion, but de-
cided the case simply, fur the plaintiff or the de-
fendant. His decisions were rarely reversed by the
appellate Court—ihe docket inelted away—litigants
were no longer exposed 10 ruinous delay—and the
community were contented. Surely, =aid Mr. Clay,
we have exhausted the argument with Great Dritain.

Mr. Madison enjoyed the joke, but, in his pood-
natured, ely way, #aid, he olso hud heard an aneo-
dote, of & French Judge, who after the argument of
the cause was over, put the papers of the contend-
ing parties into opposite sceles, and decided accor-
ding to the preponderance of weight.

Speaking of the opposition of the Federal party
Mr. Clay remnrked, that they were neither to be
conciliated nor silenced—" let us do what we sin-
t cerely believe to be right, and trust to God and the
goodness of our cause.”

Mr. Medison eaid, that our institutione were found-
ed upon the principle of the competency of man for
self-government, and that we thould never he tired
of appealing to the reason and judgment of the peo-
ple.

Such deference did Mr. Madison have. however,
fur the opinion and advice of his iiends. thut fhortly
after this conference, he transmitted his war mes-
sage to Congress.

The second session of the twelfth Congress took
place et the appointed time. Events of an impor-
tant character had occurred since it last met. The
war had been prosecuted; and we had sustained
eome reverses, General Hull, to whoin hud been
aesigned the defence of the Michigan fronticr, hed,
after an unsuccessful incursion into the neighboring
territory of the enemy, surrendered ingloricusly the
town and fort of Detroit.

An attack was made on a post of the encmy near
Niagzara, by a detachment of regular and other forces
under Major-General Van Rensselaer, and after dis-
playing much gallantry had been compelled to yield,

with considerable loss, to reinforcements of Savages
and Britizh regulars.

But though partially unsuccessful on the land, the
Americans had won imperishable trophics on the
sca. Our public ships and private cruisers had
made the enemy sensible of the difference Letween
a reciprocity of captures, and the long confinement
of them to their side. The frigate Constitntion, com-
manded by Captain Hull, after a close and short en-
gagement, had completely disabled the British fri-
gate Guerriere. A vast amount of property had
been saved to the country by the course pursued by
a squadron of our frigaies under the command of
Commodore Rodgers.
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A strong disposition to adjuet existing difficulties
with Great Drituin had, in the mean time, heen mani-
fested by our Government. Our Chargé des Af-
fuires ut London bad been authorized to nccede to
certain terms, hy which the wur might be arrested,
without awaiting the delays of a formal and final
pacification.

These terms required substantially, that the Bri-
tisli orders in council should be repealed as they af-
fected the United States, without a revival of block-
adas violating acknowledged rules; that there should
be an immeadiate discharge of American seamen from
Britiah ships. On such terms an armistice was pro-
pused by vur Government.

These advances were declined by Great Britain
from ar avowed repuznance to a suspension of the
practice of impresyment during the armistice.

Eurly in Januury, 1813, a bill from the Militery
Committee of the House, for the raising of an addi-
tinnul furce, not excecding twenty thousand men, un-
derwent a long and animated discussion in commit-
tee of the whole, The opposition on this occasion
rallicd all their strength 10 denounce the measure.
Mr. Quincy, to whom we huve before alluded, made
a most bitter harangue agoinst it ond its supporters.
tSince the invasion of the buccaneers,” said Mr.
Q. “there is nothing in hiztory like this war"  Al-
luding to somne of the friends of the administration,
le stigmatized them as “houselhold troops, who
lounged fur what they could pick up about the gov-
croment house—toad-eaters, who lived on eleemo-
evnury, ill-purchased courtesy, upon the puolace,
who swullowed great men's spittle, got judgeships,
enil wondered at the fine sights, fine rooms, and fine
company, and, most of all, wondered how they them-
sclves zot there

Napoleon Bonaparte and Thomas Jefferson came
in for no small shure of the samne gentleman's abuse,

On the eighth of Jenuary, Mr. Clay rosze in de-
fence of the new army bill, and in reply to the vio-
lent and perronal remarks, which had fallen from
the appuosition.  [lis effort on this occasion was one
of the mnost Lrilliant in his whole career. It is iin-
perfectly reported 5 for Mr. Clay has been always
too inuttentive to the preparation of his speeches for
the press. To form an adequate idea of his eloquence
we et look to the effeet it produced—to the legis-
lation which it swayed.

That portion of Mr. Clay’s speech, in which he
vindicated lns illustrious friend, Thomas Jefferson,
from the asperaions of the lender of the Federalists,
hus been deservedly adimired as a epecimen of ener-
getic and indignant cloquence. It must have fallen
with crushing effect upon him who called it forth

*“ Next to the notice wlich the opposition hns
fonnd it=elf ealled upon to hestow upon the French
Ewmperor, a distinzuished eitizen of Virginia, foriner-

¥ President of the United States, has never fur a
moment failed to receive their kindest and most
respeetful attention.  An honorable gentleman from
Massacliusets (of whom 1 am sorry to say it he-
cames necessary for me, in the course of my remarka,
to take some notice,) has wlluded to him in a re-
meurkable ininner. either his retirement from pub-
lic office, his eminent services, nor his advanced age,
can exempt this patriot from 1he coarse useaults of
‘[narly malevolence. No, sir; in 1801 he enatched

rom the rude hands of usurpation the violated con-
stituticn of the vountry, and that is his crime.  He
preserved that instruuient in forin aud substance and |

| apirit,a precious inheritance for generations to come,
and for this he can never be furgiven.

“ How vain and impotent i3 party rage, directed
againgt such a man! He is not more elevated by his
tofiy residence npon the summit of his vwn fevorite
mountain, than he is lified by the serenity of his miud,
and the consciousnesss of a well-spent hife, above
the indignant parsions and feelings of the day. No!
his own beloved Muonticello is not lees moved by
the storms that beat against its eides, thun is thw
illustrivus man by the howlings of the whule Brittsh
pack let loose from the Eseex kennel !

“ When the gentleman, 1o whom 1 have heen com-
pelled to sllude, shall have mingled his doet with
that of his abused nncestors—when he shall hava
been coneigned to oblivien, ory i’ he live at all, shall
live unly in the trensonable annals of a certain jun-
to, the name of Jefferson will be hailed with grati-
tude, his memory honored and cheriched as the se-
cond founder of the liberiies of tha people, and the
period of his administration will be looked bnck te
as one of the happiest and brightest epochs in Awner
ican history.

“ But 1 beg the gentleman’s pardon. He has in
deed secured to himself a more imperishuble fuine
than I had supposed. I think it was ubout four vears
ago that he submitted to the House of Representa-
tives, an initiative proposition for an impesclhiment
of Mr. Jetterson. ‘T'he House condescended 1o con-
sider it.  T'he gentlemaa debated il with his wsual
temper, moderation and urbanity. ‘T'he lHouse de-
cided upon it 1n the moat solemn manner ; amd, al-
though the gentleman had somehow obiained o se-
cond, the final vote stood, ene for, and one hundred
aud sepenteen against the propesition ! T'he vame
historic page that transmitted to posterity the virtue
and glory of Henry the Great of France, fur their
admiration and example, has preserved the infumous
name of the fanatic assessinof the exeellent tnonurel.
‘I'he same sacred pen thut portraved the sultvrings
and crucifixion of the Saviour of mankind, has -
corded 1or univereal execration the name of him who
wns guilty—not of betraying his country—Dbut—a
kindred crime—of betraying his God !"*

In other parts of his speech, Mr. Clay clectrified
the IIouse by his impassioned eloquence. The day
was intensely cold, and, fur the ouly time in his lifis,
he found it difficult to keep himsell warm by the ex
ercise of speaking. -+ But the members crowded
around him in hushed admiration ; and there wers
few among them who did not teaufy by their stream-
ing tears his mastery over the passions, The sub-
jeet of impressment was touched upon; and the
matchless pathos with which he depicted the conse-
quences of that infernal eystem—portraying the
situation of a supposed victim to its tyrannic outra-
ges—thrilled through cvery heart. The reported

passage can but feebly convey a conception of the
impression produced. As well might we attempt to
furtn an adequate idea of one of Raphael’a pictures
from & written description, as to transcribe the elo-
quence of Clay on this occasion, Even were his
glowing words fully and correctly given, how much
of the effect would be lost in the absence of that
sweet and silvery voice—that graceful and expres-
sive action—ihose flashing eves—which gave life
and potency and victory to hia languaage!

1n eonclusion, Mr. Clay said :—* My plan would
‘ be to call out the ample resources of the country,
¢ give them a judicious direction, prosecute the war
¢ with the utmost viger, strike wherever we can reach
‘the enemy, at sea or on lamd, and negotiate the

* When the proposition was male to impeach Thomas Joffer-
ron, Mr. Cluy is siid so have ren, and exelaimad n re
to the maver, ** Sir, the gentleman soi's the spot he stands upon.™
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* terms of & peace al Quebec or at Halifax. We are
‘told that England is a proud and lofty nation,
+ which, disduining to wait for danger, meets it half
*way. Haughty as she is, we once triumphed over
* her, and, if we do nat listen to the counsels of timi-
* dity and despair, we ehall aguin prevail. In such
' a cause, with the aid of Providence, we must comn
‘ gnt crowned with success; but if we fail, let us
' fail like men—}ash ourselves to our gallant tars,
‘am] expire together in one common struggle—
'FIGHTING FUR FREE TRADE AND BEAMEN'S
‘Rigurs!™

The Army Bill, thus advocated by Mr. Clay,
passed the House on the 14th of Januery, 1813, by
a vote of sevemty-seven 1o forty-two.

On the tenth of February, the President of the
Sennte, in the presence of both Houses of Congress,
proceeded to open the certificates of the Electors of
the several Siates for President and Vice President
of the United States. The vote egwood : For Presi-
dent, James Madison, 128: De Wit Clinton, 80.—
For Vice President, Eibridge Gerry, 131; Jured
Ingersoll, 86. James Madieon and Elbridge Gerry
were accordingly elected—the former for a second
term. The War Policy of the Administration was
triumphantly sustained by the People.

The first session of the Thirteenth Con_ress com-
menced the twenty-fourth of May, 1813. Mr. Clay
was again chosen Speaker by a large mejority, and
his voice of exhortation and enmcouragement con-
tinued 10 be raised in Committee of the Whole in
vindication of the honor of the Country and the con-
duct of the War. The President, in his Message,
alluded 1o the spirit in which the war had been
waged by the British, who * were adding to the
* savage fury of it on one frontier, a system of plun-
* der and conflagration on the other, equally forbid
‘ den by respect for national character and by the
* eptablished rules of civilized warfare.”

Mr. Clay eloquently called attention to this por-
tion of the Message, and declared that if the out-
rages eaid to have been committed by the British
armies and their savage allica should be found to be
as public report had stated them, they called for the
indignation of all Christendom, and ought to be em-
bodied in an authentic document, which might per-
petuate them on the page of history. Upon his mo-
tion, a rerolution was adopted, referring thie portion
of the Precident’s Message 1o a Select Committee,
of which Mr. Macon waa Chairman. A Report was
subsequently submitted from this Comminee, in
which an abundance of testimony was brought for-
ward, showing that the most inhuman outrages had
been repeatedly perpetrated upon American prison-
ers by the Indian allies of British troops, and often
under the eye of British officers. The report closed
with a resolution requesting the President to lay
before the House, during the progress of the war,
ull the instances of departure, by the British, from
the ordinary mode of conducting war among civil-
ized nations.

The new Congress had commenced ite session at
a period of general exultation among ell patriotic
Americans. Several honorable victories by sea and
land had shed lustre on our annals. Captain Law-
rence, of the Homnet, with but eighteen guns, had
captured, aftcr a brisk and gallant action of fifteen
minutes, the British eloop of war Peacock, Captain

I’eake, carrying twenty-two guns und one hundred
and thirty men—the latter loeing her Captain and
nine men with thirty wounded, while our loss was
but one killed and two wounded. York, the capital
of Upper Canada, had been captured by the army of
the centre, in connection with & naval force on Lake
Ontario, under Gen. Dearborn; while the isaue of
the siege of Fort Meigs, under Gen, Harrison, hind
won for that officer an imperishable renown asa
brave and skilful soldier.

In Beptember of the preceding year, the Emperor
Alexander of Russia had intimated to Mr. Adams,
our Minister at St. Petersburgh, his intention of
tendering his services a8 Mediator betwecn the Uni-
ted States and Great Britzin.  The proposition had
been favorably received, and assurances hud been
given to the Emperor of the earnest desire of our
Government that the intereet of Russio might remain
entirely unaflected by the existing war between us
and England, and that no more intimate connections
with Frunce would be formed by the United States.
With these assurances the Emperor had been highly
gratified ; and in the early part of March, 1813, the
Russian Minister at Washington, M. Daschikoff, had
formally proffered the mediution of his Government,
which was readily accepted by the Preeident. It
was rejected, however, by the British Government,
to the great surprise of our own, on the ground thut
their commercial and maritime rights would mot
thereby be as effectually secured ae they deemed
necessary ; but, accompanying the rejection, was an
expression of willingness to treat directly with the
United Stutes, either at Gottenburg or at London
and the interposition of the Emperor was requested
in favor of such an arrangenent.

In conseqnence of the friendly offer of the Rus-
sian Government, Mesers. Albert Gellatin &nd
Jamea A. Bayard had been eent to Join our resident
Minister, Mr. Adame, as Envoys Extroordinary at
St. Petersburgh. The proposal of the British
Ministry, to treat with us at Gottenburg, was soon
after accepted, and Mesars. Clay and Jonathan
Rusaell were appointed, in conjunction with the
three Plenipotentiaries then in Russia, to conduct
the negotiations. On the 1Ml of January, 1814,
Mr. Clay, in an appropriate Address, accordingly
resigned his station as Speaker of the House. The
same day & Resolution was passed by that body,
thanking him for the ability end impartiality with
which he had presided. The Resolution was
adopted almost unonimously—only nioe Members
voling in opposition.

Mr. Clay hud always aaserted that an honorable
Peace was atiainable only by an efficient War, lIn
Congress he had been the originator and mosr ar-
dent supporter of nearly all those measures which
had for their object the vigorous prosecution of
hostilitiea against Great Britain. On every occa-
gion his trumpet-voice was heard, cheering on the
House and the Country to confidence and victory.
No auguries of evil—no croakings of despondency—
no suggestiona of timidity—no violence of Federal
opposition could for & moment shake his patriotic
purposes, diminish hie reliance on the justice of our
cause, or induce him to hesitate in that policy, which
be believed the honor and—what wes inseparable
from the honor—the interests, of the Country de-
manded.
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The weaswre of gratitude due him from his tel-
low citizens, for his exe tivas in this cause ulone, is
not 10 be calculated or pud. But in that scroll
where Freedow inseribes the names of her worthiest
chaumpions, destined to an immortal renown in her
annals, the nume of Hesny Cray will be found
with thuee of WasHiaGToN, JErrFerson and
Mapison.

Having been the most efficient leader in direciing
the legislative action which originated and directed
to a prosperous termination the War with Great
Britain—a War which the voice of an impurtial
Posierity must admit to have elevated and atrengthi-
ened us as a Nalion—Mr. Clay was now appro-
priutely selected a8 one of the Commissionera to
errange a Treaty of Peuce.

e —

CHAPTER 1V.

Mesting of the Ghent Commissioners—Mr. Clay visits Brus-
sols=Anecdutr—Mode  of transacting  Rusiness—Untoward
Event—Mr. Clay refuses v surrender to the Hritizh the R'ﬂﬂ
o Navigute the Misseaippi—His  Reasons—Controversy
twween Mewms, Adnma and Rossell=3r, Clar's Letter—Goes
tu Paris—Is introduced to the Duke of ¥Welington by Madame
dle Stanl—-Hours of the Battle of New-Orlewns—Visits Eng-
Innd—Laord Castlereach nnd his First Whaiter—Woaterloo and
Napuleon—Mr, Cluy's Reception in_England—Ieclines going
to Conrr=Sir James Muckintesh—Toed Gambier, &e—Mr,

Ulay's Return to New-York—Receptivn—He-elected to Con-

res—% indication of the Wuar—Internal Improvementa—His

Jountry, his whole Country.

Tux Commissioners met first at Gottingen, but

their weetings were afterward transferred to Ghent, |

‘I'he conterences occupied a space of time of about
five months.  The American Commissioners were
in reality negotiating with the whole British Min-
iatry; for, whenever they addressed a Diplomaltic
note of any importonce to the DBritish Commis-
sioners, it was by them transmitted to London, from
which place the substance of an answer was re-
turned in the furm of instructions. The conse-
quence was, that the American Commissioners,
after having delivered a Diplomatic note, had to
wait about a week before they received a reply.

In one of these pauses of the negotiation, Mr.
Clay made a litle excursion to Brussels, and Mr.
Goulbourne went there at the same time. "The Brit-
ish Commissionera had been in the habit of sending
their Enzlish newspapers to the American Commie-
sioners, through which the latter often derived the
firet intelligence of events occurring in America.

The morning after Mr. Clay'a arrival in Brussels,

pressed, was pacification with the Indians, which the
American Cowmmissioners assured the British would
neceasarily follow pacification with Great Britain.
The furmer received sume recent American niwes-
papers containing an account of the actual conelu-
sion of peace with some of the Indian tribes, but
comuining also an account of one of the splendid
naval victoriea won on Lake Champlain or Lake
Erie. Mr. Clay proposed to the American Com-
missioners, that these newspapers should be gent o
the Dritigh, ostensibly for the purpose of showing
that peace was made with sone of the Indians, but
in reality to ufford them an opportunity of perusing
the account of that victory. With the concurrence
of his colleagues, lie accordingly addressed an offi-
cial note to the British Commissioners transmitting
the newspapers.

The mode of transacling business among the
American Commissioners was, upon the reception
of an official note from the other party 1o deliberate
fully upon ivs contents, and to discuss them at a
board. Afier that, the paper was placed in the
hands of one of the Commissioners to prepare an
answer, Upon the preparation of that answer, it
waa carefully examined and considered by the board,
every member of which took it to his lodginga te
suggest in pencil such alterations as appeared 10
him proper; and these were again considered and
finally adopted or rejected, and the paper handed 10
the Secretary to be be copied and recorded.

Ln the composition of the official notes sent by the
American to the British Commissioners, the pen of
Mr. Gallatin was, perhaps, most frequently em-
ployed; then that of’ Mr. Adams; then that of Mr.
Clay. DMessra. Bayard and Russell wrote the least.

During the progress of the negotintion and at a
very eritical period of it, the official dispatches of
the American Commissioners, giving a full account

, of the prospects of the negociation, and expressing

very little hope of its successful termination, having
been published by the order of the American Go-

1 vernment, came back to the Coromissionersat Ghent

in the newspapers. They arrived in the evening,
just as the American Commisesioners were dressed
to go to a ball given to the Commissioners by the
authorities of Ghent. The unexpected pullication
of these dispatches excited the surprise and regret
of the American Commissioners, Some of them

; thought that a rupture of the negotiation would be

upon his coming down to breakfast, his servant, |

Frederick Cura, whom he had taken with him from
the City of Washington, threw some papers upon
the breakfust table, and burst into tears. * What's
the matter, Frederick 7" 'The British have taken

the consequence. Mr. Clay, on account of his open
and frank manner, was on terms of more unreserved
and free intercourse with the British Commission-
era than any of his colleagues, aud he resolved that

"evening to sound the former as to the effect of this

Washington, Sir, and Mr. Goulbourne has sent you ;

those papers, which contain the account.”
possible 1" exclaimed Mr. Clay. “It is too true,
Sir'" returned Frederick, whining piteously.

The news was by no means agrecable to Mr. Clay;

¢ fa it

publication of the dispatches. He aceordingly ad-
dressed himself to the three Commissioners sever-
ally in succession at the ball, beginning with Lord

' Gambier, who was the most distinguished for ame-

nor was his eoncern diminished when he thought of '

the channel through which it had been conveyed 1o
him, althongh fully persuaded that Mr. Goulbaurne

had not heen actuated hy any nncourtcous spirit of :

exultation.
himself of the first favorable opportunity for fricndly
rotaliation ; and one fortunutely scon occurred. A
point in the negotiation, which had been very much

Mr. Clay neverthelesa resolved to avail -

nity and benevolence of character, and saying:
“ You perceive, my Lord, that our Government has
published nur dispatches, and that now the whole
world knows what we are doing here * Yes," re-
plied bis Lordship, “ I have seen it with infinite aur-
prisc, and the proceeding is without example in the
civilized world,”” To which Mr. Clay mildly re-

“joined : “ Why, my Lord, you must recollect that,

at the time of the publication of those dispatches,
our Government had every reason to suppose, from



18

Life of Henry Clay.

the nature of the pretensions ind demands, which
yours brought forward, that our negotiation would
not terminate successfully, and that the publication
would not find us here together, 1 am quite sure,
that if our Government had anticipated the present
favorable aspect of our deliberations, the publica-
tion of the dizpatches would not have been ordered.
Then, your Lordship must also recollect, that if, as
you truly asserted, the publication of dispaiches
peniling a negotiation is not according to the cus-
tom of European diplomacy, our Government itsell
is organized upon principles totally different from
thoee on which European Governments are consti-
tuted. With us, the business in which we were here
engaged, is the people’s busine=s. We are their
servants, and they have a right to know how their
business is going on. The publication, therefure,
was to give the people information of what intimate-
ly affected them.”

Lord Gambier did not appear to be satisfied with
this explanation, although he wus silenced by it
Mr. Clay had a similar interview with the two other
British Commissionera ; and their feelings, in con-
pequence of the publication, were marked by the
degme of excitability of their respective characters.
But the fears which were entertained by some of
the American Commissioners were not realized,
The publication was never spoken of in conference,
and the negotiation proceeded 1o a successful issue
as if it had not happened.

Between the American Commissioners, in the con-
duct of the negotiation at Ghent, no serious difficul-
ty arose, except on one point, and that related to the
subject of the Fisheries and navigation of the Mia-
sissippi. DBy the third article of the definitive Treaty
of peace with Great Britain concluded in Septem-
ber, 1783, certain rights of fishing, and of drying and
curing fish within the limits of British jurisdiction,
and upon British soil, were secured to the citizens
of the United Swutes. And by the eighth article of
the same Treaty, it was atipulated that the right to
the navigation of the River Mississippi, from its
source to the Ocean, should remain for ever free and
open to the subjects of Great Britain and the citi-
zens of the United States. The same mutual right
of navigution was recognized by Mr. Jay's treaty of
1794.

When the American Commiseioners were in con-
sultation as to the project of a treaty 10 be presented
to the consideration of the Britich Commissioners,
it was proposed that an article should be inserted
rencwing those rights of taking and curing and dry-
ing fish, and of the navigation of the Mississippi.
To such a propoeal, Mr. Clay was decidedly op-
posed, and Mr. Ruseell concurred with him. The
other three Commissioners were for making the pro
posal. The argument on that question was long,
earnest and ardent. Mr. Clay contended, that the
right of catching fish in the open s¢as and bays, be-
ing incontestible, the privilege of taking them and
euring and drying them within the exclusive juris-
dictivn of Great Britain was of litile or no impor-
tance, especially as it was limited to the time that
the British Territory should remain unsettled. With
respect tu the navigation of the Missiseippi, he con-
tended, that at the dates both of the definitive Trenly
of peace of 1783, and of Mr. Jay's Treaty of 1704,

Spain owned the whole of the right bank of the

Mississippi, in all its extent, end both benks of it
from the Mexican Gulf up to the Loundary of the
United SBtates. That at both those periods, it was
supposed that the British Dominiona touched on the
Upper Mississippi, but it was now known that they
did not border at all on that river. That now the
whole Mississippi, from its uppermost source to the
gulf, was incontestibly within the limits of the
United States. He could not, therefore, conceive
the propriety of stipulating with Great Britain for a
mutual rizht to the navigation of that river. 1t was
the largest river in the United States; 8o large as to
hove acquired the denomination of the Father of
rivers. Why select it from among all the rivers of
the United States, nnd subiject it to a forrizn vossal-
age? Why do that in respeet to the Mississippi
which would not be tolerated as respects the North
River, the James, or the Potomac ¥ What would
Great Britain herself think if a proposal were made
that the cirizena of the United States and the sub-
Jects of Great Britain should have a mutual right
to navigate the Thumesa? To make the proposed
concession, was to admit of a British partnership
with the United States in the rovereignry of the
Mississippi, #o far as its navigation was concerned.
Then there might be a doubt und a dispute whether
the concession did not comprehend the tributaries
as well as the principal stream.  If the grant of the
right to navigate the Mississippi was to be regarded
as an equivalent for the concession of the fishinz
privileges, Mr. Clay denied that there was uny af-
finity between the two pubjects, They were as dis-
tant in their nuture as they were remote from cach
other in their localities.

On the othier side, it was contended thar it would
occasion regret and dissatisfuction in the United
Ztates, if any of the fishing privileges, or other pri-
vileges, which had been enjoyed before the break-
ing out of the War, should not be secured by
the treaty of peace. That those fishing privileges
were very important and dear to a eection of the
Union, which had been adverse to the war. That
the British right to the navigation of the Mississippi
was a merely nominal concession, which would not
result in any practical injury to the United States.
That foreigners now enjoyed the right to navigate
all the rivers up to the ports of entry established
upon them, without any prejudice to our interesta.
That Grent Dritain had been entitled to this right of
navigating the Missiszippi from the period of the
acquisition of Louisiana to the Declaration of Wer
in 1812, without any mischief or irconvenience to
the United States,

To all this, Mr. Clay replied that if we lost the
fishing privileges within the exclusive jurisdiction,
we gained the total cxemption of the Missiseippi
from this foreign participation witli us in the right
to its navigation. That the uncertainty as to the
extent of privileges which the British rizht to navi-
gate the Mississippi comprized, fur from recommend-
ing the concesszion to him, formed an additional oh-
jection to it. That the period of about eizht years
between the aequisition of Louisiana and the Decla-
ration of War, was too short for us to ascestain by
experience what practical use Great Britain was
capable of making of that right of navigation, which
might be injurious to ur. We knew thata great
many of the Indian Tribea were situated upon the
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sources of the Mississippi. The Britizh right to na-
vigate that river might bring her in dircct contact
with them, and we had suflicient experience of the
pernicious uge she might make of those Indians.—
He waos as anxious as any of his colleagues to se-
cure all the rizhts of fishing, and curing and drying
fish, which had hitherto been enjoyed; but he could
not consent to purchase of temporary and uncertain
privileges within the British liwits, af the expense of
pulting a foreign and degrading mark wponr the no-
blest of all eur rivers.

After the argument, which was extended to seve-
ral sessions of the consultution meetings of the
American Commis=sioners, was exhnusted, it ap-
peared that the sume three Commissioners were in-
clined to make the proposal. In that stage of the
proceeding, Mr. Clay said, he felt it due to bis col-
leagnes to state to them that ke weould affiz his sig-
nalure to no T'realy which should make to Great
Britain the contemplated concession. Afier the an-
nouncement of this determination, Mr. Bayard uni-
ted with Messrs. Clay nnd Russell, and then formed
n majority ageinst tendering the proposal—and it
was not made.

But, at a subsequent period of the negotiation,
when the British Comnmissioners made their propo-
sitions for & Treaty, one of the propositions was to

renew the British right to navigate the Mississippi '

simply, without including the fishing privileges in
question. On examining this propesal, the Ameri-
can Commissioners considered, first, whether they
ahould accept the proposal with or without condi-
tions. All united in agreeing that it ouzht not to
be unconditionally accepted. But the same three
Commi=sioners who had heen orizinally in favor of
an article which should include both the Mississippi
nnd the fishing privileges within the British limits,
appeared to be now in favor of aceepting the British
proposal, upon the comdition that it should compre-
hend those fishing privilegea. Mr. Clay did not ve -
new the expression of his determination to sign no
Treaty which should concede to the British the right
to the navigation of the Mississippi, although he re-
mained fixed in that purpose; for he npprehended
that a repetition of the expression of his determina-
tion might be misconceived by his colleagues,

[t was necordingly proposed to the British Com-
missioners to accept their proposal with the condi-
tion just etated. In a subsequent conforence be-
tween the two commissions, the British deelined ae-
eepting the propased conditions, and it was mutually
agreed to leave both subjects out of the Treaty. And
thus, as Mr. Clay wished from the first, the Missis-
rippi River became liberated from all British preten-
sions of a right to navigate it from the Ocean to its
source.

A controversy having arisen Dbetween Messrs,
Adams and Russell, about the vear 1823, in respect
to some points in the negotiations at Ghent, an em-

hittered correspondence took place between those |

two gentlemen. In the course of it, Mr. Clay
thought that Mr Adams hnd unintentionally fullen
into some errors, which Mr. Clay, in a note ud-
dressed to the publie, stated he would at sume fu-
ture day correct. About the vear 15234 or 1529, Mr.
Raussell, without the previous cansent of Mr. Clay,
published a confidential letter addressed by Mr.
Clay to him, in which Mr. C. expresses his condem-

nation of Mr. Ruseell's course in the alteration of
some of his letters, which had been charged and
proved upon him by Mr. Adams. In that same let-
ter, Mr. Clay gives his explanation of some of the
transactions at Ghent, respecting which le thought
Mr. Adams was mistaken. The publication of the
confidential letter superseded the necessity of mak-
ting the corrections which Mr. C, had intended. In
this letter, Mr. Clay in no instance impugns the mo-
tives of Mr. Adams, nor does it contain a line from
which an unfriendly state of feeling on the part of
the writer toward Mr. Adams could be inferred.

Such was Mr. Clay’s pride of country that he had
rezsalved not to go to England until he had heard of
| the ratiication of the I'reaty of Ghent. Afier the
| termination of the negotiations he went to Parie, and
{ vecepted the invitution of Mr, Crawford, our Minis-
ter, tu take apartments in his hotel. Mr. Clay re-
. mained in Paris during upward of two months. On
| the night of his arrival in that brilliant metropolis,

ha fuund at Mr. Crawford’s an invitation to a ball
given by the American banker, Mr. Hottinguar, on
the occasion of the pacification between the United
States and Great DBritnin. There he met for the first
time the celebrated Madame de Stael—was intro-
! duced to her, and had with her a long and animated
' conversation.
i @AL' anid she, ¢ Mr. Clay, I have been in Eng-
land, and have been battling your cause for you
| there.”—*I know it, Madame; we heard of your
‘powerful interposition, and we arc grateful and
| thankful for ie.""—* They were very much enraged
against you,” suid she: * so much so, that they at
one time thought seriously of sending the Duke
of Wellington to command their Armies against
you!"—*I am very sorry, Madame,” replied Mr.
Clay, “that they did not send his Grace.'—* Why 1"
asked she, surprised.—* Because, Madame, if he had
beaten us, we should ouly have been in the tondition
| of Evurope, without diserace. But, if we had been
sn fortnnate as to defeat hiin, we should have greatly
added to the renown of our arms.”

The next time he met Madame de Stael wasata
party at her own house, which waa auended by the
Marshals of France, the Duke of Wellington, and
other distinguished persons.  She introduced Mr.
Clay to the Duke, and ot the same tine rclated the
ahove unecdote. He replicd, with promptness and
¢ politeness, that if he had been sent on that service,
and had heen so fortunate s to have been success-
fnl gver a foe ns galiant as the Americans, e would
have regarded it as the proudest fiather in his cep.

During his stay in Puriz, Mr. Clay heard of the
issue of the Battle of New-Orleans,  Now,” said
he to his informant, “T can zo to England without

mortification.”  DBut he expreesed himself greatly

" mortified at the inglarious flizht atfributed, in the
Dispatches of the American General, to a portion
of the Kentueky Militia, which Mr. Clay pronouced
must be a mistake.

Having heard of the ratification of the Treaty of
| Ghent, Mr. Clay left Paris for England in March,
1 1813, just before the arrival of Donaparte in the
French Capital.  He thus missed the opportunity
of seeing the Great Corsican. He would have re-
mained in Paris for the purpose, had he supposed
the Emp-ror would arrive ro roon. It was ebout
this time that Louis XVIIL left Paris, and tock up
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his residence in Ghent, near the Hotel which the
American Commissioners had recently occupied.

On his arrival in England, before any of the other
American Commissioners Mr. Clay Led an inter-
view with Lord Castlereagh, who contracted for
him ¢ higt. esteem, which was ficquently mani-
fested during his eojourn in England. Lord C.
offered to present him to the Prince Regent. Mr.
Clay said he would go through the cereiwony, if it
were deemed necesaary or respectlul. TLord Castle-
reagh said that, having been recognized in his public
character by the British Government, it was not
necessary, and that he might omit it or not, as he
pleased. Mr. Clay's repugnance to the parade of
Courts prevented his presentation, and he never saw
the Prince. He met, however, with most of the
other membera of the Royal Family.

A few days after his interview with Lord Caatle-
reagh, the keeper of the house at which Mr. Clay
lodged announced s person who wished to speuk
with him. Mr. Clay directed him to be admitted ;
and, on his. entrance, he percrived an individual,
dressed apparently in great splendor, come forward,
whom he took to be a Peer of the Healm. He rose
and asked his visitor to be eeated, but the later
declined, and observed that he was the Firast Waiter
of my Lord Castlereagh! * The First Waiter of
my Lord Castlereagh!’’ exclaimed Mr. Clay, * well,
what is your pleasure with me?"—* Why, if your
Excellency pleasen,’” said the man, “it i3 usuval for
a Foreign Minister, when presented to Lord Casile-
reagh, to make to his First Waiter a present, or pay
him the customary stipend ; "’ at the same time hand-
ing to Mr. Clay a long list of names of Foreign Min-
isters, with the sum which every one had puid affixed
to his name.

Mr. Clay, thinking it a vile extortion, took the
paper, and, while reading ir, thought how he should
repel so exceptionable a demand. He returned it
to the servani, telling him thur, as it was the custom
of the country, he presumed it was all right- but
that he was not the Minister to England ; Mr. Adams
waa the Minister, and was d#ily expreted from Paris,
and, he had no doubt, would do whatever wns right.
“ But,” said the servant, very promptly, “if your
¥ Exeellency pleases, it makea no difference whetlier
“ the Minister presented be tiie Resident Minister or
‘s Special Minister, aa I understand vour Excel-
‘lency 1o be ;—it is alwava paid." Mr. Clay, who
had come to England to arzue with the master, find-
ing himself in danger of being beaten in argument
by the man, concluded it was best to conform to the
usage, objectionable as he thought it; and, looking
over the paper for the smallest sum paid by any
other Minister, handed the fellow five guincas and
dismiased him.

Mr. Clay was in London when the Eanle of
Waterloo was fought, nnd witnessrd the illumi-
nations, bonfires and rejoicings to which it zove
rise. For a day or two, it was n matter of great
uncertainty what had become of Nopolean, Thurin:-
this interval of anxious suspense, Mr. Clay dined ut
Lord Castlereagh’s with the American Mini<ters,
Messrs. Adams and Gallutin, and the Britich Mini=-
try. Bonaparte's flizht and probable place of refig-

became the topics of conversation, Amnong other
conjectures, it was suggested that he mizht have
gone to the United States ; and Lord Liverpoul, ad-

dressing Mr. Clay, asked :—* It he goes there, wi'l
he not give you a good deal of rouhle 77— N
the lenst, my Lonl,! replisd Mr, Clay, with hie
habiruel promptitnde—"* we shall Le very glad to
receive him; we would trent bim with all hospi-
tulity, and very soon make of kim a good Democrat.”

The reply produced a very hearty peal of luughter
from the whole company.

Mr. Clay was received in the British circles, both
of the Ministry amd the Opposition, with the most
friendly conzileration. ‘The late Sir Jumes Muck-
intosh was one of his first nequaintances in Lou-
don ;—and of the lamented Sir Sumuel Romilly and
his Leautiful and accomplished lady, Mr. Clay has
been heard to remark, that they presented vne of the
most beautiful examples of a bappy man and wife
that he had ever seen. He passed a most agreeable
weck with hia Ghent friend, Lord Gambier, at Iver
Grove, near Windsor Castle. Of this pious and
excellent nobleman, Mr. Clay has ever retained a
lively and friendly recollection. e visited with
him Windsor Custle, Frogmore Lodge, the residence
of the descendant of Willinmm Peun, and saw the
wife of George I1I. and some of the doughtera.

In Septemnber, 1815, Mr. Clay returned to his own
country, arriving in New York, which port he had
left in March, 1814, A Public Dinner was given 10
him end Mr. Gullatin, soon after their disem-
barkation, Every where, on his route homes ard
to his edopted State, be was received with con-
tinual demonstrations of public gratinnle and sp-
probation, In Kentucky he was hailed with every
token of affection and respect. The Board of Trus-
tees of Lexington waited upon him aml pre-ented the ir
thanks for his eminent services in behall of his
country.

On the seventh of Octoher, the citizens of the eanue
town gave him a public dinner.  In reply to a toast
complimentary to the American wegotintors, he
made some brief and eloyuent rowmarks concerning
the circum=tenees under which the Treaty had heen
concluded, and the general condition of the country,
bath at the eommencement and the clore of the wor.
At the smne festival, in reply 10 a toast highly com
plimentary to himeelf, he thanked the eompuny for
their kind and affectionate atientinn,  His reception,
he soid, hind been more like that of a brother than a
commnon friend or acquaintance, and Le was utterly
incapable of finding words to express his gratitude.
Ha compared his situation to that of a Swedish gen-
tleman, at & festival in England, given hy the Soci
ety for the Relief of Forcigners in Distress. A toast
having been given, complimentary to his country, it
was expected that he should address the company
in replv. Not understanding the English Innguage,
he was greatly embarrassed, ond said to the Chair-
man : “*Zir, | wich vou, and this Society, 10 con-
tgider me a Foreirner in Distress.”” “Eo,” roid
Mr. Clay. evidently much affected, “ T wish vou to
‘eoneider me a friend in distress.”

In anticipation of hia return home, Mr. Clay had
Leen unanimously re-elected a Member of Congresa
from the District he formerly represented. Doubts
arising ns to the legality of this election, a new one
was ordered, and the result was the same.

On the fourth of December, 1815, the Fourteenth
Congresa met, in its first sessjon.  Mr. Clay was
agnin elected Speaker of the House of Representa~
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tives, nlmost unuuimously—receiving, upon the first
bulinting, eighty-seven out of one hundred and twen-
tv-two votes cast—thirieen being the highest num-
ber givin for any one of the five opposing candi-
dutes.  He was, at this time, just recovering from a
surivus indispusition, but accepted the office in a
brief und appropriate speech, acknowledging the
honor conferred upon him, and pledging his best ef-
furts fur the proper dischurge of ita duties.

Amaong the important subjects which came up,
that of the new Treaty waa, of course, among the
toremost.  John Randolph and the Federalists, ufter
baving resisted the War, now touk frequent occasion
to =necr at the mode of its terminativn. On the 29th
of January, 1316, Mr. Clay addressed the Cowmnit-
tee of the House most eloguently in reply 10 these
cavilers,

“I gave a vote,” said he, “ for the Declaration of
¢t War. 1 exerted all the little influence and tulents
‘I conld command to make the War. The War
‘ wan made. It is terininated. And I declare with
¢ perfect gincerity, if it had been permitted to me to
tlift the veil of futurity, and to huve foreszen the
¢ preciag serics of events which hus eccurred, my
tvote would have been unchanged. We had been
“insulted, and outraged, and spoliuted upon by al-
‘most ull Eiwvope—hy Great Britain, by France,
* Spaiu, Denmark, Naples, and, to cap the climax,
‘ by the little contemptible power of Algiers. We
fhud spbmitted too long end oo muck. We had
*becom: the scorn of foreign powers, and the deri-
* sion of our gwn citizens.”’

It had been ohjected by the Opposition that no
provision hud been ade in the Treaty in regard to
the impressinent of vur seamen by the British, On
this subject, Mr. Clay said—and his arguinent is as
coaclusive us it is lofty :—* Uue of the great causes
ol the War and of its continuance was the pructice
fof unpressinent exercised by Great Britain—and
“if this claim had been admilicd by necessary impli-
‘culion or express slipnlation, the rights of our sea-
"sacn wonld heoe been abandoned ! It is with utter
fustonizhinent that I hear it has been contended in
‘ this country that, becanse our right of exemption
“from the practice hud not been expressly secured
“in the Treaty, it was, therefore, given up! It is
“impusaible that such an arguwinent cun be udvanced
‘on this floor.  No Member, who regarded his repu-
* tution, would venture to advance such & doctrine !

In conclosion, Mr. Clay declared, on this occasion
that his policy, in regurd to the attitude in which the
country sliould now be placed, was to preserve the
preseut furce, navul and military—to provide for the
sugmentution of the Navy—to fortify the weak and
vuinerable points iudicated by experience—to con-
#truct Military roads end canals—and, in short, * o
CUMMERCE THE GREAT WORK OF INTNRNaAL Im-
PRUVEMENT.”

“ [ would eee, he said, “a chain of turnpike
roads and cannls from Pasﬁa111aq11(u][]\f ta Ng}w,(}r.
leans; wnd other similar roads intersecting mown-
tains, fo facilitate intercourse betireen all parts o
the conntry, and to bind and eonnsvt us together, {
WOULPD ALSO EFFFCTUALLY PrROTECT oUr Masu-
Factortes. | would sdird thew protection, not ao
much fur the suke of the Manufscturers themselves
u+t for the general interest,”

It wuz in this patriotic epirit, and impelled by this
far-sighted, liberal, aud truly American policy, that

Mr. Clay resumed his legislative labors in the Nation-
al Councils. He has lived to carry out those truly
great and Statesman-like measures of Protection and
Internal Improvement, which even then began to
gather shape and power in a mind ever active in the
cause of his country. May he live to receive a tes-
timoonial of that country’s gratitude and admiration
in the bestowal upon him of the highest honor in her
gift!

CHAPTER V.

Re-charter of the United States Rank—Mr. Clay’s viewsin 1811,
and 181G—Srene m the House with Randolph—The compen-
sabion Pil—{"anvasaos s ristrict==kinmish with Mr. Pope—
The Ol Hurter and his Rile—The Trish Barber—Repeal of
the ompensation Hill==outh American [nde}pendmne—-—lm.gt-
nal Twiprovements—Mr, € lav's Relations with Mr. Mudison—
Intention of Madisnn 2t one time to appoint him Commander-
in-Clief of the Aroy—Election_of James Monroe—3r., Clay
carries his Measnres in behalf of the South American States—
His Eloauent Appenb—Hizs Eforts Successful—His Specrhes

Read at the Hoeml cFrle South American Armice—Letter from

Bolivar—and Clay's Reply.

The financial condition of the United States at the
close of the War was extremely depressed. The
currency was deranged—public eredit impaired—
amd a heavy debt impending. In his message, at the
opening of the Session of 1315-16, President Madi-
son etuted the condition of public affairs, and indi-
cated the establishiment of 2 National Bank and of a
Protective Tarifi’ us the two great ineasurea of reliefl

On the eighth of Junuary, 1816, Mr. Callioun from
the connniuvee on that purt of the President's Mea-
sage, reluting ta the Cuvrency, reported a bill to in-
curporate the subseribcrs 1o a Bank of the United
Siales,

It will be remembered that Mr. Clay in 1811, whila
a mwember of the Senate, had opposed the re-char-
tering of the oid Bank. His reasons for now advo-
cating the bill before the House have been fully and
freely commumecated to the publie.

When the application was made to renew the old
charter of the Bank of the United States, such an
institution did not appear to him to be 8o necessary to
the fultilment of uny of tire ohjects apecifically enu-
merated in the Constitution as to justify Congress in
usswming, hy construction, power to establieh it. It
wad supported mainly upon the ground thart it waa
imlizpenzable to the tressury operations. But tha
local institutions in the several States were at that
time in progperous existence, confided in by
the community, having confidence in one another,
and maintaining an intercourse and connection the
most intimate.  Many of them were actually em-
ployed by the Treasury to aid that department ina
part of its fiscal arrangements; and they appeared
ta him to be fully capable of affording to it all the
facility that it ought to desire in all of them. They
superseded in his judgment the necessity of a Na-
tional Institution.

Buthow stood the case in 1816, when he was called
upon again to examine the power of the General
Govermmeant to incorporate a National Bank 1 A total
ehange of circumstances was prescnted. Events of
the utmost magniturle had intervened. A suspension
of specie payments had taken place. The currengy
of the country was completely vitiated. The Gov-
ernmnent issued paper bearing an interest of six per
cent, which it pledged the faith of the country 10 re-
deem. For this paper, guaranteed by the honor and
faith of the Government, there was obtained fur ev-
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ery one bundred dollars, eighty dollars from those
banks which suspended specie payments. The
experience of the War therefore showed the neces-
sity of @ Bank. The country could not get along
without it. Mr. Clay hed then changed his opinion
on the subject, and he had never attempted to dis-
guise the fuct. In his poeition 83 Speaker of the
House, he might have locked up his opinion in his
own breast. But with that candor and fearlesaness
which have ever distinguished him, he hed ¢ome for-
ward, as honest men ought to come forward, and
expressed his change of opinion, at the time
when President Madison and other eminent men
changed their course in relation to the Bank.

The Conatitution confers on Congress the power
to coin Money aod to regulate the value of Foreign
Coips: and the States are prohibited to coin money,
to emit billa of credit, or to make any thing but gold
or silver coin a tender in payment of debts. The
plain inference was, that the subject of the general
currency was intended to be submitted exclusively
to the General Government. In point of fact, how-
ever, the regulation of the General Currency was in
the hands of the State Goverminents, or, what was the
same thing, of the Banks created by them., Theijr
poper had every quality of money, except that of
being made & tender, and even this was imparted 1o
it, by some States, in the law by which a creditor
must receive it, or submit to a ruinous suspension
of the payment of bis debt,

It was incumbent upon Congress to recover the
control which it had lost over the General Currency.
The remedy called for was one of caution and mo-
deration, but of firmness. Whether a remedy, di-
rectly acting vpon the Banks and their paper thrown
into circulation, was in the power of the General
Government or not, neither Congress nor the com-
munity were prepared for the application of such a
remedy.

An indirect remedy of a milder character secmed
to be furpnizshed by a National Bank. Going into
operation with the powerful aid of the Treasury of
the United States, Mr. Clay believed it would be
highly instrumental in the rcnewal of specie pay-
ments. Coupled with the other measure adopted
by Congress for that object, he believed the remedy
effectual. The local Banks must follow the exam-
ple, which the National Bank would set them, of re-
deeming their notes by the payment of specie, or
their notes would be discredited and put down.

If the Constitution, then, warranted the establish-
ment of a Bank, other considerations, besides those
already mentioned, strongly urged it. The want of
a general medium was everywhere felt. Exchange
varied continually, not only between different parta
of the Union, but between different parts of the same
City. Ifthe paper of a National Bank were not re-
deemed in specie, it would be much better than the
current paper, since though its value, in comperi-
son with specie, might fluctuate, it would afford an
uniform standard.

During this discussion of 1816, on the Bank Char-
ter, a collision arose between Messrs. Clay and Ran-
dolph, which produced great sensation for the mo-
ment, and which it was apprehended might lead to
serious consequences. Although Mr. Clay had
changed his own opinion in regard to a Bank, he
did not feel authorized to seek, in private inter-
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course, to influence that of others, and observed a
silence and reserve not usuul to him, on the subject.
Mr. Randolph commented on this fact, ard used
language, which might bear an offensive interpreta-
tion. When he was done, Mr. Clay rose with per-
fect coolness, but evidently with a firm determino-
tion, and adverting to the offensive languoge, ob-
served that it required explanation, and that he
should forbear saying what it became him to say
until he heard the explanation, if any, which the
Member from Virginia had to make. He eat down.
Mr. Randolph rose and made an explanation. Mr.
Clay again rose, and said that the explanation was
not satisfactory. Whereupon Mr. R. again got up
and disclaimed expressly all intentional offence.

During the transaction of this scene, the most in-
tense unxiety and the most perfect stillness perva-
ded the House. You might have heard a pin fall
in any part of it.

The bill to re-charter the Bank was discussed for
several weeks in the House. The vote was taken,
on its third reading, on the 14th of Ma:ch, 1816,
when it was passed: 80 Ayes to 71 Nays: and sent
to the Senate for concurrence. On the 2d of April,
after the bill reportcd by the Financial Commiuee
bad received a full and thorough discuesion, it was
finally pussed in that body by a vote of 22 10 12—
two Members only being absent. The amendinents
of the Senate were speedily adopted by the House,
and on the 10th of April the bill becnme a law, by
the siznature of the President. The wisdom of the
gupporters of the mensure was soon made manifedt
in the fact, that the Institution more than realized
the most sanguine hopes of its friends. During the
period of its existence tht: United States enjoyed a
currency of unexampled purity and uniformiry ; and
the bills of the Bank were as ncceptuble as silver in
every quarter of the Globe. In ancther part of this
memoir will be found an ocutline of such a Fiscal
Institution as Mr. Clay would be in favor of, when-
ever a majorily of the people of the United Stutes
might demand the establishment of a Natlional
Bank,

On the 6th of March, 1816, Col. Richard M. John-
son, from a Comnmittee appointed for the purpose,
reported a bill changing the mode of eompensntion
to Members of Congress. ‘I'he pay of Members at
that time was =ix dollars a day—an amount which,
from ita inadequacy, threatened to place the legis-
lation of the country in the hands of the wealthy.
The new bill gave Members a salary of fifteen hun-
dred dollars a year—1o the presiding officer twice
that amount. It passed both houses without oppo-~
sition. Mr. Clay preferred the increase of the daily
compensation to the institution of a salary, but the
majority were against himn, and he acquiesced in
their decision.

He never canvassed for a seat in the Honse of
Representatives but on one occasion, and that was
afier the passage of this unpalatable bill. It pro-
duced very great digsatisfaction throughout the Uni-
ted States, and extended to the district which he
rcprerented.  Mr, Pope, & gentleman of great abili-
ties, was his competitor. They had several skir-
mishes at popular meetings, with various success;
but having agreed upon o general action, they met
at Higbie, a central place and convenient of acceas
to the three counties composing the district. A vast
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multitude as<embled ; and the rival candidates occu-
pied in their addresses the greuter part of the day.
Tustead of confining himszelf to & defence of the
Compensation Bill, which he never heartily appro-
ved in the form of an annual ealary to Members of
Cuoneress, Mr. Clay carried the war into the enemy’s
country., Ile attacked Mr. Pope's vote against the
Decluration of War with Great Britain, dwelt on the
wronga and injuries which thatr power had inflicted

on the United States, pointed out his inconsistency

m opposing the War upon the ground of a want of

preparation to prosecute it, and yet having been

willine to declare War against both France and
Grear Britain.  Thus he put his competitor on the
defensive. The effect of the discussion was power-
ful and triwmphant on the side of Mr, Clay. From
that day his success wos no longer doubtful, and,
accordingly, at the election which shortly after en-
aued, he was chosen by a majority of six or geven
hundred votes.

Diving the canvass, Mr. Clay encountered an old
hunter, who had always before been his warm friend,
but was now opposed to his election on account of
the Compensation Bill. “ Have you a good rifle, my
friend !'" asked Mr. Clay., # Yes'" ¢ Doesitever
fla<h ! #Onee only,’ he replied.
do with it—throw it away 1"
flint, tried it agnin, and brought down the game
“ Have I ever flashed but upon the Compensation
il 7' &« No" « Will you throw me away "7 ¢ No,
no ! " exclaimed the hunter, with enthusiosm, nearly
wverpowered by his feelings @ I will pick the flint,
il try you again!™  He was afterward a warm
supnorter of Mr, Clay,

This anecidote reminda us of another. which is
illustrative of 1hat trait of boldness and self-posses-
cion, in the manifestation of which Mr. Clay has
never heen known to fail during his public career,

At the time that he was a candidute for election 1o the |

Fegisluture of Kentucky in 1803, while passing a
few werks at the Olympian Springs, a number of
huntzmen, old and young, assembled to hear him
make a “stump speech.” When he had finished,
one of the audience, an ancient Nimrod, who had
#tood leaning upon his rifle for some time, regarding
the yvoung orator with keen attention, commenced a
conversation with him,

“Young man," enid he, * you want to go to the
Lezi<luture, 1 ree 1"

“Why, ves,” replied Mr. Llay. *gince I have
ronsented to be a candidate, I would prefer not to
be defeated.”

“ Are you a good ghot 1"

ai ']'r"r me.'l‘l

“Very well; T would like to see a specimen of
wour gualifications for the Legislature.
mu=t ee you choot.”

“ Rut I have no rifle here.

* No matter : here is old Bess ; and she never faila
in the hamds of u narksman ; she has often sent death
thronsh a equirrel’s head at one hundred yards, and
daylicht through many a red-skin twice that distance;
if yon enn shoot with any gun, you can shoot with
old DRess

* Well, wellt put up your mark, put up your
mark,” #aid Mr. Clay.

The tarzet was placed at the distance of about
eighty yards, when, with all the coolness and stead-

“ What did you
“No, I picked the

Come : we |

iness of an experienced merkaman, he lifted *old
Besa™ to hia shoulder, fired, and pierced the very
. centre of the target.
| % Oh, a chance shot! a chance shot! " exclaimed
several of his political opponents. “ He might shoot
" all day, and not hit the mark again. Let him try it
over—let him try it over.”
b ow No; beat that and then I will,” retorted Mr. Clay.
But us no one seemed Jdisposged to make the attemipt,
it was considered that he had given satisfactory proof
of his superiority as a marksman ; and this felicitoua
accident gained him the vote of every hunter in the
aseembly. The most remarkable feature in the trane-
action remains to be told. * I had never,” said Mr.
Clay, * fired a rifle before, and never have since.”
It is needless to ndd that the clection resulied in his
. fuvor.
| An Irish barber, residing in Lexington, had sup-
ported Mr. Clay with great zeal at all elections,
! when he was a candidate, prior to the passage of
the Compensation Bill. The fellow's unresirained
passions had frequently inveolved him in =crapes
and difficuliies, on which oceasions Mr. Clay
generally defended him and got him out of them,
During the canvass, after the Compensation Bill,
the barber was very reserved, took no part in the
. election, and secemed indifferent to its fare, He
was often importuned to state for whom he mennt
to vote, but declined. At length, a fuw days before
the election, hie was addressed by Dr. W——, a ren-
, tleman for whom he entertained the highest respect,
and preseed to say to whom he meant to give hia
| suffrage. Looking at the inquirer with great earn-
' estness and shirewdness, lie said : 1 tell yon w hat,
* docthur, I mane to vote for the man that can put
‘but one hand iuto the Treasury.” Mr. Pope had
, the misfortune to lose, in early life, one of Lis arms,
‘amil here luy the point of the Irishman’s reply.

{  [tis due to the memory of Jeremiah Murphy, the

barber, te state that he repented of his ingratitude
| Mr. Clay, whom he met one day in the streets of
i Lexington, and, accosting him, burst into tears, and
‘told him that he had wronged him; and that his
poor wife had got round him, erying and reproach-
ing him for his conduct, saying: “ Do n't vou re-
| ¢ member, Jerry, when you were in jail, Mr. Clay
‘eame to you, and made that beast, William B——,
‘ the jailor, let you out 7"

Having found that the sentiments of his conatitu-

t ents were decidedly opposed to the Compeneation
Bill, Mr. Clay, at the ensuing session, voted for ita
repeal. A daily allowance of eight dollars to every
! Member was substituted for the salary of fifteen hun-
" dred dollars.

! During the month of February, a bill wna intro-
| duced, setting apart and pledeing as a fund for Tn-
! ternal Improvement the bonus of the United States'
share of the dividends of the Namiional Bank. As
may be presumed, this measure received the hearty
support of Mr. Clav. Wirhout entering at lengih
into a discussion of the subjeet, he expres=rd a wish
only to say that “ He had long thonght there were

- “nn two subjecta which could engage the attention

¢ of the National Legizlature, more worthy of ita de-
¢ lihernte congideration than those of Internal Im-
tprovements wnd Domestic Manutactures.” For
Cuonstitutional reasons, President Madison withl:eld
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his signature from this bill, much to the surprise of
his friends.

During the adminiatration of Mr. Madicon, Mr.
Clay was, on two separate occasions, offered a seat
in bis Cabinet, or the Mission to Ruseia, by that
disiinguinhed Chief Magisirate. He declined them
both. Mr. Madison appears ta have had the highcst
estiinate of bis tulents und waorth, Indeed, so im-
pressed was he with the eminent ond versatile abili-
ties of Mr. Clay, that be had selected hun, at the
commencement of the War, 1o be Commander in
Chief of the Army. The nomination was not made,
solely because Mr. Clay could not be spared from
Congress, where Lis powerliul mind and paramount
influence ennbled him to render services superiur to
any that could heve been rendered in any other po-
gition.

On the fuurth of March, 1817, Jumes Monroe ook
the outh prescribed by the Constitution, and entered
upon the duties of the Presidency of the United
States. The first session of the Fifteenth Congrees
commenced the ensuing Deceniber. Mr. Clay was
again chosen Speaker.

It would be impossible in the briel space we have
allotted to ourselves to present even a brief abstruct
of hia remnarks upon the many important topics which
now claimed the attention uf’ Congrese. We miust
content ourselves with a succinct account of the
leading measures with which bis name and his farme
have become identified.

In Lis speech on the state of the Union in Janvary,
181G, he hud expressed his sympathies iu behall’ of
the South Amnerican Colonists, who were then sirug-
gling to throw off the yoke of the Mother Country.
The Supreme Cungress of the Mexican Republic
afterwards voted him their thanks * for the divinter-
¢ ested, manly end generous sentiments he expressed
‘ on the floor of the House for the welfure of the In-
* fant Republie.”

In the debate on the proposition to reduce the Di-
rect Taxation of the Country, he had alluded to the
existing peaceful condition of the United Staten, and
had hinted the possibility of hostilities with Spain.
He had heurd that the Minigter of that Nation had
demanded the surrender of a portion of our soil—that
part of Florida lying west of the Perdido. Without
speaking of it as it deserved—of the impudence of
such a demand—he alluded to it as indicative of the
di=position of the Spanish Governmeut. * Besidesr,”
said he, * who cun tell with certuinty how fur it may
* be proper 1o aid the people of South America in the
1 estublishment of their Independence 1" The sub-
ject, he avowed, had made a deep inpression on his
mind ; and he was not in favor of exhausting, by di-
rect taxes, the country of those funds which might
be needed to vindicate its rights et home, or, if’ ne-
cegsary, to aid the cause of Liberty in South Ame-
rica.

These remarke aroused all the spleen of Mr. Ran-
dolph. * As for South America,” gaid he, in his re-
ply to Mr. Clay, “I am not going a-tilting for the
* liberties of her People ; they came not to our aid;
*let us mind our owa businese, and not tax our Peo-
! ple for the liberties of the People of Spanich Ame-
‘rica.” He went on to ridicule the notion that 1he
People of Caraccas and Mexico were capable either
of enjoying or of understanding liberty and insinu-
ated that Mr. Clay was influenced by a desire of

confquest. * The honorable gentleman,” he said
“had been sent on a late oceneion 10 Europe ; he
* had been near the ficld of Waterloo, and, he feared,
*hod enuffed the earnnge and caught the infeetion.”
“ What!" said he, * invrease our Standing Army in
‘time of peace, on the euggzestion that we are to go
‘on a crusade to South America?” Mr. Clay inti-
mated that he had advocated no such measure.—
“Do I not understand the gentleman ' raid Mr.
Randolph ; [ am sorry I do not; 1 labor under two
t rreat mizfortuncs—one is that [ can never under-
‘ stand the honorable Speaker—ihe other is that he
t can never understand me ; on such terms, an argu-
‘ment can never be maintained between us, and I
* ghall, therefore, put sn end to it.”" Mr. Clay rim-
ply expressed his surprise that he could xo have
tnisunderstood his remarks, and deferred the general
srgument to another vceasion.

Soen afier, on a proposition to * prevent our citi-
zens from relling vesaels of war 10 a foreign power,'
Mr. Clay opposed the bill, on necount of its evident
hearing upon the jueation of South American Inde-
pendence ; it wonld every where be understood ae a
law framed expressly to prevent the offer of the
glichrest sid to there Republics hy our eitizens—
“ With respeet to the natine of their sirugele,” he
gaid, " I huve not now, for the first time, to expreea
“iny opinion and wishea. I wish them Independ-
‘ence. It is the first step towards improving their «
f condition.”

During the summer of 1816, the President had ap-
pointed Measra. Rodney, Graham snd Bland, Com-
missioners to procecd 1o South Americs, to arcertdin
the condition of the countrv. In March, 1818, the
Appropriation Bill being before the House, Mr. Clay
objected to the clause approprinting $30,000 for their
compensation, as unconstitutional, He then ofiered
an amendment, appropriating cighteen thousand
dollars as the outfit and one year's salary of a Min-
ister, 1o be deputed from the United Staten to the
Independent Provinces of the River La Plata, in
South America. The amendment was Joat ; but Mr.
Clay’s speech in support of it wus one of his most
memorable efforts.  Both Coengress and the Presi-
dent were opposed 1o any recognition of the Inde-
pendence of the South American Colonists. In
ricing to promulgile views hostile 10 theirs, Mr.
Clay said that, much as he valued those friends, in
and out of the Houre, from whom he differed, he
could not hesitate w', \n reduced to the distreesing
alternative of conforming his judgment to theirs, or
pursning the deliberate and mutured dictates of his
own mind.

He maintained that an oppressed People were au-
thorized, whenever they could, to rize nnd break
their fisttera. This was the great principle of the
English Revolution. It was the great principle of
our own. Vattel, if authuwity were wanting, ex-
presaly rupports this right.

Mr. Clay eaid he was no propagandist. e would
not seck to force upon other nations our prinviples
end our liberty, il' they did not want them. He
would not disturh the repose even of a drmstable
despotism.  Bov, if an abused and oppressed People
willed their frecdown ; if’ they rought to estublish it;
if, in truth, they had estallished it, we had a right,
us & sovereign power, to notice the fuct, and to act
as circumstances and our interest required.
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The Opposition had argued that the People of
Spanish America were too ignorant and supersti-
tious to appreciate and conduct an independent and
free system of Government. We believe it is Mac-
gulay, who says of this plea of ignorance os an ar-
gument against emancipation, that with just as
inuch propriety might you argue against a person’s
going into the water until he knew how to swim.—
Mr. Clay denied the alleged fact of the ignorance of
the Colonists.

With regard to their superstition, he said : “ They
¢ worshipped the same God with ua. Their prayers
twere offered up in their temples to the same Re-
*deemer, whose intercession we expected to save us.
¢ Nor was there anything in the Catholic religion
*unfarorable to freedom. Allreligions united with
¢ government were more or less inimical to liberty.
¢ All separated from government were compatible
¢ with liberty."

Having sliown that the cause of the South Amer-
ican patriots was just, Mr. Clay procceded to inquire
what course of policy it became us to adopt. He
inaintained that a recognition of their independence
was compatible with perfect neutrality and with the
most pacific relations toward old Spain. Recogni-
tinn alone, without aid, was no just cause of war.
With aid, it was ; not because of the recognition, but
because of the eid, as aid, without recognition, was
cause of war.

Afier demonstrating that the United States were
bound, on their own principles, to acknowledge the
Independence of the United Provincea of the river
Plate, he alluded to the improbability that any of
the European Monarchies would set the example of
recognition. * Are we not bound,” he asked, * upon
‘ our own principles, to acknowledge this new repub-
‘lic ? If WE do not, who will 7 "'

The simple words, “who will?" are said, by an
intelligent observer, who was present, to have been
uttered in a tone of such thrilling pathos as to stir
the decpest sensibilities of the audience. Itis by
such apparently simple appeals that Mr, Clay, with
the aid of his exquisitely modulated voice, often pro-
duces the most powerful and lasting effccts,

We shall not attempt to present a summary of
this magnificent address. * No abstract,” says one
who heurd it, * can furnish an adequate idea of a
! apeech, which, as an cxample of argumentative ora-
* tory, may be safely tricd by the test of the most ap-
¢ proved models of eny age or country. Rich in all
‘ the learning connected with the subject ; method-
¢ized in an order which kept that subject constantly
¢t before the hearer, and enabled the mcanest capac-
tity to follow the speaker without effort, through a
¢ long series of topics, principal and subsidiary ; at
¢ once breathing sentiments of generaus philanthropy
‘and teaching lessons of wisdom; presenting a va-
‘riety of illustrations which strengthened the doe-
‘ trines that they embellished ; and uttering prophe-
‘cies, on which, though rejected by the infidelity of
¢ the day, time has stamped the seal of truth: this
tgpeech will dezcend to the latest posterity and re-
*main embalned in the praizes of markind, long
¢ after the rumults of military ambition and the plots
¢ of political proflizncy have passed into oblivion.”

After repeated efforts and repeated failures to car-
ry his gencrous measures in behalf of South Amer.
ican Liberty, Mr. Clay, on the tenth of February

1321, submitted for considoration a resolution de-
claring that the House of Representatives participa-
ted with the people of the United States, in the deep
interest which they felt for the success of the Span-
ish Provinces of South America, which were strug-
gling to establish their liberty and independence;
and that it would give its constitutional support to
the President of the United States, whenever he
might deem it expedient to recognize the sovereign-
ty and independence of those Provinces.

Oun this resclution, a debate of nearly four hours
ensucd, 1n which Mr. Clay sustained the principal
part. Only twelve Members voted against the first
clause of it; and on the second, the votes wera
cighty-seven for, and sixty-eight aguinstit. The
question was then taken on the resolution as a whole,
and carricd in the affirmative ; and Mr. Clay imme-
diately moved that a Committee of two Mcmbers
should be appointed, to present it to President Mon-
roe. Although such a course was not very usual,
a Committee was accordingly ordered, and Mr. Clay
was appointed its Chairman. [t was agreat triumph.
He had been long and ardently engaged in the cause,
and, during a greater part of the time, opposed by
the whole weight of Mr. Monroe's administration.
And when he was appointed Chairman of the Com-
mittee, to present the resolution, Mr. Moenroc's friends
regarded it as a personal insult, and Mr. Nelson, of
Virgina, one of the warmest of them, retired from the
Capitol, after the adjournment of the House, de-
nouncing the act in the loudest tones of his rewark-
able voice, on his way down the Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, as an unprecedented indignity to the Chief Ma-
gistrate.

On the 8th day of March, 1822, the President sent
a Message to the House of Representatives, recom-
mending the recognition of South American Inde-
pendence, The recommendation was referred to
the Committee on Forcign Relations, which, on the
19th of the same month, reported in fuvor of the
recommendation, and of an appropriation to carry it
into effect. The vote of recognition was finally
pasged on the 28th, with but a single dissenting voice.

Such is a bricf akerch of Mr. Clay's mognani
mous efforts in behalf of South American Indvpen
dence. His zeal in the cause was unalloyed by ons
selfish immpulse or one personal sim.  He could hape
to gain no political eapital by his course. He ap-
pealed to no eectional interest; sustained no party
policy ; labored for no wealthy client; secured the
influence of no man, or sct of men, in his chumpion-
ship of a remote, unfriended and powerless people.
Congresa and the President were vehemently op-
posed to his proposition. But in the face of dis-
comfiture, he persevered till he succeeded in making
converta of his opponents, and in effecting the
triumph of his measure. Almost single-handed, he
sustained it through discouragement and hostility,
till it was crowned with success.

The effect of his spirit-stirring appeals in cheering
the patriots of South America, was most gratifving
and decided. His memorable plea af March. 1818,
was, 08 one of his most embitter.d adversaries hoa
told us, read at the head of the South American Ar-
mies, to exalt their enthusiazm in battle, and quick-
en the consummation of their triumphs.

The following letter from Bolivar, with Mr.Clay's
reply, belongs to this period of his history :
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. Bogora, 215t Noveber, 1827,
“Sir: J cannot omit wyvimhng wysell ol the op-

rtunity offcr. d me by the departure ot Col. Wats, -

Shargi d'Afuires of the United States, of takiong the
diberty of addressing your Excellency, This de-
eire has long b en entertained by me for the purpose
of expreesing my admiration of your Excellency's
brilliant talents and ardent love of liberty. All
Americn, Columbia, und myself owe your Excel--
lency our purest grutitude for the ucomparable
services you have rendered to us, by sustaining our
course with a Bublime enthusinam. Accept, there-
fore, this sincere and. cordial testimony, which
I hasten to offer to your excellency, and to the Go-
vernment of the United States, who have so greatly
euntributed to the emancipation of your Southern
brethren.

[ have the honor to offer to your Excellency my
diatinguished consideration.

* Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
“BOLIVAR.”

‘The following is a characteristic exiract from Mr.
Clay's Reply :

. ** WasmineTox, 2ith October, 1828,

“Sir: Itis very grutiying to me to be assured
directly by your Excellency, that the course which
the Goverument of the United Siates took on this
memorable occasion, and my humble effurts, have
excited the grotitude and commanded the eppruba-
tion of your Excellency. [ am persuaded thot 1 do
not mi-interpret the feclings ntp
United States, as I certninly express my own, in
paying, that the icterest which was inspired in this
conrtry by the arduons rtruggles of South Ameri-
en, arose principally from the hope, that, along with
iis Tadependence, wonld be extablished Free Tustilu-
tions, iusuring all the blesaings of Civil Liberry,
T'v the accomplishmend of that olyect we still anc-
tously lovk. Wo are aware that great difficulties
oppose ity wmong which, not the least, is that which
arizes out of the existence of a [arce military force,
raised for the purpose of resisting the power of
Hpein.  Sranding armies, organized with the maost

atriotic intennons, are dangerous INsirunents,—

Fhr\_}' devouur the substance. debuuch the morals,
and tov often destroy the libertics of the people.
nothing can be moure perilous or unwise than 1o re-
tain them afier the neces<ity has ecensed, which led
to their formation, especiully if their numbers are
disproportionate to the revenues of the Siate,

“ Bur, notwithstanding all these diffic ulties, we
had fundly cherished, and still indulge the hope,
that South America would add a new trimmph to
the couse of Human Liberty ; und, that Providence
would bless her, as He bad her Northern sister, with
the gentus of some great and virtuoua maun, to con-
duct her securely through all her trials. YWe had
even flattered ourselves, that we beheld that genius
in your exceilency. DBut [ should be unworthy of
the consideration with which your Excellency
honors me, end deviate from the frankness which'l
have ever endeavored to practice, #f I did nod, on
this occasion, stale, thal ambilions designs have
been atiributed by your enemics to your Ercellency
which have created in my mind great solicitude.
They have cited late evenuts in Colombia as proofs
of there desizns:. But slow in the withdrawal of
confidence, which I have once given, I hove been
most unwilling to credit the unfuvorable ec-
counts which have from time to time reached me.
I cannot allow myeelf to believe, that your Excel-
lency will abandon the bright and glorious path
which lies plainly before you, for the bloody road
passing over the liberties of the humsn race, on
which the vulgar crowda of tyrants and military
despots have ro often trodden. 1 will net doubr,
that your Excellency will, in due time, render a
satisfactory explunation 1o Columbia and the werld,
of the parts of your public conduct whirh have ex-
vited any disuust; and that, preferring the true

the people of the |

- glory of our immortal Washington to the ignoble
fume of the destroyers of Liberty, you have tormed
the patriotic resolutivn of ultimately placing the
frerdom of Colombia upon a firm and sure foun-
dation. That your efforts 1o that end may be
crowned with complete success, I most lervently
ray.
P “yl request that your Exellency will accept assu-
rances of my sincere wishes for your happinets and
| prosperity. H. CLAY."
The disinterestedness of Mr. Clay’s motives, in his
course toward the South American Repulilics, was
| forcibly displayed in his frank and open appeul to
Bolivar. Had his object Lbeen to acquire influence
and popularity among the people of those countries,
he would hardly have addressed such plain re-
proaches and unpalatable truths to a Chiefl who wus
all powerful with them at the time. DBut in a caues
where the freedom of any pertinn of mankind was
implicated, Mr. Clay was never known to hesilate,
to reckon his own intervsts, or to weigh the conge-
| quences to himsell from an avowal of his own
| opiniuns.  On all subjects, indeed, he is fur above
| disguise ; and though he may sometimes incur the
| charge of indiscretion by his uncalculating candor
i and fearlesa transiucency of sentiment, the trair ia
" one which claims for him our affection and confi-
dence. Independent in his opinions as i his actions,
no suggestion of seli-interest could ever interpuse un
obzincle to the bold and megnanimous utterance of
the furmer, or to the conscientious dizschurge of the
| lutter.

|

CHAPTER VI,

Internal Improvement—Mr. BMonrce's Constitutio nsl (H jee-
tions—Mr. Ulay replies to them—{Congress adopts b= Prnee
plesa—The Cumberlend  Romd—Anecdute—Monnment—] ia
vurzien ol General Jnehsun's eonduet an the Sopane’s Cam-

mgn—Mr. Clay's Opinicns of that Chieftam i IR19—A

r phetic. Ghmpse—Ar. Adams and GGereral Jucksor—"1"la
Father of the American Bystem—Hill to regulute Dhuatses,

& —Mr. Clay"s BEpeech in behalf of the Pretective Policy—
b Girent Speceh ot 1824—Passage of the Tanl Bill—Heulw
of his Poliry—=V¥oire of the Country—His unrenutted Exer
tions—Randulpl's Barcasms— Anecdote,

WEe have scen that from an early period Mr. Clay
was an advoeate of the dJoctrine of Internal Improve-
ment. His Speech in Congress in 1806 hud been in
vindication of the policy authonzing the ercetion of
a bridge across the Potomac River. [In the passages
we hiave quoted from his Speech of Junuary, 1816,
he declared himself in faver not only of a system of
International Improvement, but of Protection to our
Manufactures,

It will be remembered that the bill appropriating
for purposes of Internal Improvement the bunus
which waas to be paid by the Bank of the United
States to the General Government, after having
been passed by Congress, had been returned by
President Madison without his signature, in conse-
quence of Constitutional oljections to the bill.  Mr.
Clay had been much surprised at this nct; for Mr.
Madison, in one of his Messagee, had suid :— ]
¢ puriicularly invite ugain the attention of Congress
‘to the expediency of exercising their existing
¢ powers, and, where necessary, of resorting 1o the
¢ prescribed mode of enlarging them, in urler to
feffrctuate n compreheneive evstem of Roads and
* Cunala, such as will have the effect of drawing
*more cloeely together every part of eur Country,
+ by prometing intcrcourse and improvements, and
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*by increasing the share of every part in the com-
* mon stock ol nativnul prosperity.”

Mr. Monroe, in anticipation of the action of Con-
gress, had expressed an opinion in his Meseage
opposed to the right of Congress to establish a
system of International Improvement. Mr. Jeffer-
gon's authority wus also cited to show that, under
the Constitution, Roads and Canals could not be
constructed by the General Government without
the consent of the State or States through which
they were to pass. Thus three successive Presi-
dents had spposed the propusition.

Against this weight of precedent, Mr. Clay un-
dertook to persuade Congress of their power under
the Constitution to appropriate money for the con-
struction of Military Rouds, Post Roads and Canala,
A Resolution, embodying a clause to this effect, came
before the House in March, 1818; and he lent to it
bis unremiiting advocacy.

In regard to the Constitutionality of the proposed
measure, he contended that the power 10 construct
Post Roada is expreasly granted in the power to
ESTABLISH Post Roads. With respect to Military
Roads, the concession that they might be made
when called for by the emergency, was adnitting
that the Constitution conveyed the power. “ And
‘we may safely appeal,” said Mr. Clay, *to the
‘judgment of the candid and enlightened 1o decide
i between the wisdom of those two con=tructions,
‘of which one requires you to wait for the exercise
tof your power until the arrival of an emergency
* which may not allow you toexert it; and the
‘other, without denying you the power, if you can
‘excrviee it during the vmergency, claims the right
*of providing belorehund against the emergency.’

Mr. Clay’s motivn, recognizing in Congresa the
Conetitutional power to make appropriations for
Internul Iimprovements. was finally carried by o
vote of 90 to 75. The victory was a most signal
one, obtnined, as it was, over the tranzmitted preju-
dicea of 1wo previous Adminietrations, and the
active opposition of the one in power.

From that period to his final retirement from the
Benate he was the ever-vigilant und persevering
sdvocate of Internal Improvements. He was the
father of the Systein, and has ever been its most
efficient upholder. On the 16th of January, 1524,
he addressed the Ilouse upon u bill authorizing the
President to effect certain surveys and estimates of
Roada and Canals.

The opponents of the system, including President
Monroe, hud claimed that, in reapect to post-roads,
the Genernl Government had no other authority than
to use such as hnd been previously established by
the States. They asserted that to repair such roads
was not within the Constitutional power of Govern-
ment. Mr. Monroe gave his direct sanction to this
doctrine, mnaintaining that the States were at full
liberty to ulter, and of course to shut up, post-roads
at pleasure.

i Ia it possible,” nsked Mr. Clay, * that this con-
‘struction of the Constitution can be correct—a
*construction which allows o law of the United
* States, enacted for the good of the whole, to be nb-
*structed or defeated in its operation by a Couniy
' Court in any one of the twenry-four Sovereign-
! tieal™

ToMr.Clay's strenuvus and persevering exertions

for the continuance of the great Cumberlund Road
scross the Alleghanies, the records of Congress will
bear ample and constantly recurring testinony. He
bimself' has said :—* We huve had 1o beg, entrat,
¢ supplicate you, session after seasivn, o grunut the
 neceseary appropriiations to complete the Road. 1
‘ have myself wiled until my powers have been ex

¢ hausted and prostruted, to prevail vn you to muke
‘the grant.” His courageous effurta were at lengih
rewarded ; and to him we are indebted for the most

' magnificent road in the United States.

At a dinner given to him a few years since by the
mechanics of Wheeling, Mr. Clay spoke warmly,
and with something like a parental teeling, of thia
Road—expressing o wish that it might be retuined,
improved and extended by the Nation.  He illustra-
ted ita importance by observing that, Lefore it was
made, he and his family had expended a whole day
of toilsome and fatiguing travel to pass the distance
of gbout nine miles, from Uniontown to Freeman's,
on the summit of Laurel Hill; adding that cighty
miles over that and other mountuins were now made
in one day by the public stage. He said that the
Road was the only comfortable puss across the
mountains, and that he would not consent to give it
up to the keeping of the States through which it
happened to run. The People o nine States might
thus be interfered with in their communication with
the rest of the Union,

The country has not been wholly unminiful of
Mr. Clay's pre-cminent gerviees in behalf of this | e-
neficent measure, On the Cumberland Road stands
a Monument of stone, furmounted by the Genius of
Liberty, and bearing as an inseription the name of
“ Henny Cray.”

During the second ression of the Fifteenth Con-
grees, in January, 1819, the subject of Gen, Andrew
Jackson's conduct in his celebrated Florda cam-
paign came up for discussion. ‘That Chiefrain, atter
subjecting the vanquished Indiane to conditions the
most eruel and impractucable, had hung two prizon-
ers of war, Arbuthnot and Ambrister, snd concluded
his serivs of ontrages by luwlessly seizing the Spa-
nish posts of St. Marks and Peneacola. *

Committees of the Senate and of the House made
reporta reprobatory of hia conduct ; and resolutions
were presented, containing four propositions.  The
first asserted the disnpprobation of the Houre of the
proceedings in the trial and execution of Arbuthnot
and Ambrister. The second contemplated the pus-
sage of a law to prevent the execution herealter of
any captive taken by the Army, without the appra-
bation of the Prerident. The third proposition was
expressive of the disapproval of the furcible seizure
of the Spanish poste, as contrary to orders, and in
violation of the Cunstitution. The fourth proposi-
tion was that a law should pass to prohibit the march
of the Army of the United States, or any corps of it,
into any foreign wrritory, without the previous au-
thorization of Congress, except it were in fresh pur-
guit of a defeated enemy.

We will not attempt an abstract of Mr, Clay’s clo-
quent and argumentitive Speech® in support of
these propositions. Far lese di-posed are we 1o re-

* See the ** Lilfk and Specches of Hanrey Clny. Two vaols. 8vo.
With Engravinga, New-York: Greeley & MeFEleath, Tribune
Huwldings.”  ‘I'hiese two eapnrcious volumes ape afforded at One
Daollar—a miracle of cheaprnes
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peat the discreditable hiztpry of the wrongs and usur-

pations perpetrated by Gen. Juckson.
proper o rlate, however, that Mr. Clay, grateful for
the pulblic services of the Generul, trented him with
a furbesrance and kindness which rendered the sin-
cerity of his animudversions the mnure obvious.—
“ With reepect to the purity of his intentions,” vaid
Mr. Clay, * I am disposed to allow it in the most ex-
‘tensive degree.  OF his aefs it is my duty to speak
t with the freedom which belongzs to my station."

The Speaker then proceeded to fxpose, in a most
forcible point of view, the dangerous and arbitrary
character of those acta, and the Constitutional vio-
lutions of which Gen. Jackson had been guilty.—
I'tiere wre many passages in this speech which, when
we regard them in connection with the subsequent
Preeidential usurpations of the eame Military Chief-
tein, recm truly like prophetic glimpees.  Tuke, for
exumple, the coneluding paragraph :

* Gentlemen may heor down all opporition ; they
muy even vote the Geveral the publie thanke ; they
iy carry him triumphantly through this House.
Hu, f they do, in my humhﬁa Juidgment ¢ will be a
traumph of the principle of insubordination—u tri-
i of the Mititury vver the Civil authority—a tri-
winpl over the powers of this House—a trivmph
over the Conatitution of the land.  And I pray most
devoutlv to Henven that it may not prove, in its ul-
timie effectey o triumph over the libertiea of the
Peple,”

Even at that distant day, Mr. Clay saw in the con-
duct of General Jackson the indications of that im-
penous will—of that spurit of insubordination—
wliel, danzerous as they were in a Military Comn-
mueler, were not leas pernicious and alarming in a
Civgl Ciel Magiatrate.  With his keen, ipstnctive
fuculty of penetration, he discovered the despotic
and impulsive churacter of the man. Every page of
lus gpeech on the Seminvle campueign furuishes ev-
idence of this fact.

How, then, when the question was presented to
him of deciding between the qualificstions of John
Quiney Aduns and Avdrew Juckson fur the Presi-
dency of the United States—how could Henry Clay,
a3 n consistent und honovrable mun, hesitote for a
nowment in bis cheice? And yet an amount of oblo-
guy umd vitnperarion, such as never before was
heaped upon a public servant, has been Javished on
hiin because of his refusing to vote for General Jack-
son on that occasion! Had he done so, he would
have been fulse to hin past professions and convie-
tions—Ifnlse to conscience, L patriotism, and the
plainest dictates of duty.

Pl resolutions of censure, being strenuously op-
pozed by Mr. Monroe and his cabinet, were lost in
the Houre by a amall inajority. ‘I'he dispas<ionate
Judgment of posterity will inevitubly accord with
the views ro eloquently expressed by Mr. Clay in
recard to Generul Jackson's conduct in Florida.

We come now to one of the inost important epocha
in Mr. Clay's public histors. In the opimion of &
lurge purtion of the people of the United States, it
i 10 his long-continued, arduous and trivmphant
efforts in the cause of Protection to American lndus-
try and skill, that he will Le indehted for hie
highest and muost enduring famme. We huve peen
that as fur back as 1810, he laid the foundation-stone
of that great and bencficent American System, of
which e was the originator and the architect.

It may be'!

To specify and describe all his labora in the es--
tublishment und advencement of his noble policy,
from that time to the period of his retirement from
the Senate, would alone fill more space thun we can
give to his whole life. The journals of Congress
and the political newspapers of the eountry for the
last thirty yeurs will be found 10 be occupied to no
inconsiderable extent with the record of hia effurts
and arguments and untiring sppeals.  We can pre-
n»ent but a very imperfect outline of his glorious
though peaceful achievements in the cause of human
industry, lahor and prosperity.

On the twelfth of March, 1816, Mr. Lowndes, of
South Carolina, fiom the Committee of Waya und
Meane, introduced before the House a bill * 1o Reg-
ulate the Duties on Imports and Tunnage, &c.”” The
hill was avowedly favorable to a Torifl of Fro-
tection; and, etrange os tho record moy seem, one
of ita most ardent support rs waus John C. Culboun.
The whaie question was debated with reference to
the Protective policy. 1t was thoroughly discussed
in Committee of the Whaole ; and, through the excr-
tions of Mr. Clay, a higher duty was adupied lor the
important article of woolens. The amendun-nt, how-
ever, wns unfortunately lost in the House; but the
Lill, such as it was, was passed.

Iu the spring of 1820, the subject of a TarifT again
cnme before Congress; and Mr. Clay made n most
intercsting and impressive speceh i fuvor of 'ro-
tective Dutice. “ [ fruukly own," euid he on this
vecnsion, * that [ feel great colicitude for the succeess
of this bill. Tle entire independy nee of 1oy country
on all fureign States, ua it reap=cts a supply of
our #ssennal wants, hos ever been with me o fuvor-
ile object.  The War of our Revolution effeeted vur
puliticel emuncipation. The Last War connibuted
greaily towards nccomplishing vur commercial free-
duoin. Bul vur complete tudependence will only be
consummuted after the policy of this bill shall be
recognized and adopled.  We bave indeed great
difficulties to contend with; old habits—colunial
usages—the cnormous profits of a forcign trude,
prosecuted under fuvurable cireumstanecs, which no
longer continue. [ will not despaire. The couse, [
verily believe, is the cause of the country. Tt may
be postponed ; it may be frustruted for the moment,
but it finully wust prevail.”  And it tras postponed ;
it wvas frustrated for the moment ; but it finally did
prevail.

The Tariff was remodelled by the House, but their
bill was rejected by the Senate,

In 1523, 1he health of Mr, Clay was very poor—so
inuch su, that his life wus despair d of both by his
friends and himself. He had attended the Olympian
Springa in Kentucky, in the puminer, hnd been
placed under a striet regimen and subjeeted to a long
course of medicine. Tn spite of all remedics he
felta gradunl decline, nnd loused £ rward to a epeedy
dissolution. In November he wae to rtart for Wash-
ington, and fully anticipated that, after resching
that eity, il he reached iv at atl, he should be obliged
to hasten to the South as a lust resort. e procured
a small travelling carringe owd a enddle-horse—
threw aside all the prescriptivng of the physivinn,
and commenced his journey. Duily he walked on
foot, drove in his carriage and rode on horachack.
He arrived at Washington quite well, was clected
Speaker, and went through more labor than he ever
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prriormad in the same Session, excepting, perhaps,
the Extra Session of 1841,

The condition of the country in 1874 was fur from
pros; erua. The amoant of our exports had dimin-
ighed to an alarming degree, while our imporis of
foreign gonds had ereatly increa-ed. The country
was thus Jdrained of its Currency ; and its Commerce
waa crippled. Nor waa there any hom--market for
the staple productious of our s0il. Both cotton-
planters and wool growars shared in the general
proatrution ; and even the Farmer had to sell his
pruduce at a loss, or keep it on haod till it was
ruined. Lnbor could with dificulty find employ-
ment ; and its wagey were hardly sufficient to sup-
Ply thie bare necessitiea of life. Money could only
be procurcd at enormous sacnfices. Distress and
Bankruptey pervaded every class of the commu-
nity.

In January, 1824, & Tariff Bill was reported by
the Committee on Manufuctures of the House : and
in Murch fullowing, Mr. Clay made his great and
ever memorable Speech in the House, in support of
American Industry. Many of vur readers will vividly
remember the deploruble state of the country at
thut time. I- is iinpreasively portraved in his ex-
ordium on this occasion.

The cause of th» wide-spread distress, which ex-
isted, he muintuined was to be found in the fact that,
duriug almost the whole cxistence of this Govern-
ment, we had ghaped our industry, our navigation
ond our comin ree in reference to an extraordinary
mnrket in Europe, and to foreign markets, which
no longer existed ; in the foct that we had depended
too much upon foreign sources of supply, and ex-
cited too little the native,

On this occasion, Mr. Webster, whose views u pon
the subject afterwards underwent an entire change,
opposed the bill with the whole powerful weight |
of his talents and legal profundity. Mr. Clay ook’
up one by one the objections of the oppesition, la- :
boriously examined and confuted themn. For epeeci- |
mens of pure and strongly-linked argument, the an- |
nals of Congress exhibit no speech superior to that
of Murch, 1824. In amplitude and variety of facta,
in force and earnestness of language, and cogency
of appeal to the reason and patriotism of Congrees !
and the people, it hus been rarely equalled. Tt would
bave been surprising indeed, if, notwithstanding the
strongly arrayed opposition, such a speech had
failed in overcoming it. Experience haa amply
proved the validity and justice ol its arguments. Its
propheciea have becn all fulfilled.

The Tanff Bill finally passed the House, the
1Gth of April, 1824, by a vote of 107 to 102. It soon
afterwarda beceame a law.

We will leave it to Mr. Clay himself to describe
the results of his policy, eizht years after it had been
adopted as the policy of the country. After recall-
ing the gloomy picture he had presented in 1324, he
said : “ I have now o perform the more pleasing
‘task of exhibiting an imperfect aketch of the exist-
‘ing state—of the unparalleled prosperity of the
‘country. On a general survey, we behold cultiva-
‘tion extending, the arts flourishing, the fuce of the
¢ country improved, our people fully and profitably
‘employed, and the public countenance exhibiting
! tranquility, contentment and happincss, And,if we

*descend into particulars we have the agreeably con-

.*templation of a prople out of debt; land rising

‘slowly in value, but in a sccure andd salutary de-
‘gree; u ready theugh not extravagant marhket for
‘all the surplus productions of our industry ; inuu-
‘merable floeks and herds browsing und gambaling
*on ten thousand hills und plains, covered with rich
‘and verdunt grasees ; our cities expanded, and
twhole villagea springing up, aa it were, by enchant-
"ment; our exports und in:ports inercased and iu-
‘creasing, our tonnnge, fordizn and coastwise, swel-
ling and fully oceupicd ; the rvivers of our nteriur
tanimated by the thunder aud lightning of countlesa
¢ steamboats ; the curreney gound and ubundant ; the
public debt of two wars nearly redecmed | and,
‘to crown all, the public Treezury overflowing, « -
¢ burraseing Congress, not to find subjecta of taxa-
‘tion, but to select the objects which shall he re-
linved from the imposar, 11 the terin of seven years
‘ were to be scleeted of the greatest prosperity which
‘this people have enjoyed sinee the estallishment
¢ of their present Constitution, it would be exacily
¢ that period of seven years which imanediately tul-
¢ luwed the passage of the Tariff of 1824.”

Such were the consequences of the Eenign leziala-
tion introduced and carried into operation by Henry
Clay. And though the reverse of the picture wes
soon presented to us, through the violent Execu-
tive measures of General Jeckson, inflating and then
prostrating the Currency, and the course slierward
puraued, we have the satisfuction of knowing that
Mr. Cluy has never wavered in his course ; and thut,
had his warnings been regarded and his counscls
taken, o fur different state of things would, in sl
probability, have existed.

The unanimous voice of the Country has ac-
corded to Mr. Clay the moerit of having been the fa-
ther of the aystem, which haa been justly cailed the
American System. To his personul hiztory belong
the testitnontala of the various Stute Legizlatures
and Conventions, and of the innumerable pubiic
meetings, in all parts of the country, which awandod
him the praise, and tendered him the gran-ful -
knowledzements of the community. To hia indi-
viduul exertions, the manufocturing industry or the
United Statea ia indebicd to a degree whick it is now
difficult to realize. By the magic power ol Lis clu-
quence, the country was ruised from a state of pros-
tration and distress; cities were called into exist-
ence, and the wilderness was truly made to bLlos-
som like the rose,

Mr. Clay’s zeulous and laborious effurts in behalf
of the Tariff can only be appreciated by a reference
to the Journal of the House of that period. It secis
ag if he had Leen colled upon to bottle for every
item of the bill, inch by inch. The whole power of
a large and able opposition was arrayed against
him ; and cvery weapon that argument, rhetoiic and
ridicule could supply was emploved. John Ran-
dolph was, as on furmer occasions, an active snd
bitter antagonist. Once or twice he provoked Mr,
Clay into replying to his personal tauuts. * Sir,"”
said Mr. C, on one vecasion, * the gentlewan fiom
‘ Virginia was pleased to say that, in one puint st
*least, he coincided with me—in an humble estimate
‘of my grammatical and philologicai ucquirementa,
[ know my deficiencies. I was born to no proud
¢ patrimonial estate ; from my father [ inherited only
‘infancy, ignorance, acd indigence. I feel my
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defects ; but, eo far asny situation in early life ia
* concerned, I may, without presumption, say they
* are more my misfortune than my fault. But, how-
*ever I deplore my want of ability to furnish to the
* gentleman a better specimen of powers of verbal
*eriticiam, I will venture to say, my regret is not
* greater than the disappoiniment of this Committee
‘as to the strength of his argument.”

The following is in a diffcrent vein. After the
passage of the Tarifl Bill, on the 161h of April, 1824,
when the House had adjourned and the Speaker was
atepping down fromn his seat, a gentleman who had
voled with the majority, said to him, “we have
done pretty well to-day.”—* Yes,” returned Mr.
Clay, * we made a good stand, considering we lost
both our Feet"—alluding to Mr. Foot of Cennecti-
cut, and Mr. Foote of New-York, who both voted
against the bill, though it was thought, sume time
before, that they would give it their support.

CHAPTER VIIL.

The Mimouri Question—Mr. Clay resigns the Speakership—The
Union in Danger—He resunws his seal in Congress—1Inparal-
eled Excitement—]1is compronse of the Question—Pocifica-
tion of Parties—Character ol his Efforts—Proposition of John
Rundulph nnd some of the Southern Membes—Interview with
Randclpl-— Anecdutes--RandeIph and Shefli:y=-Mr. Ulny's Re-
tirerment from Congress—Derangement of his Private A fais—
Return to the House—Aguin clicsen Speaker—Jen 1V esprit—
Mr. Clay's Address—Independence of Grece—His Speech—
Iaburs during the Seaivn of 1834 —Reception of Lafayette in
the Honse—Vyeleomed by Mr. Cluy—Lafayelte's Reply—La-
Fayete's wish tu soc Mr. Ulay heuudentmﬁnmdute—gﬂ. Clay
and Mr. Mouree.

Dorine the Session of 1820-'21, the * distracting
question,” as it was termed, of admitting Missouri
into the Union, which had been the suhject of many
angry and tedious debates, was discuseed in both
branches of Congress. The controverted point was,
whether she should be admitted as a Slave State.

Slavery had been expressly excluded from Ohia,
Indiana, and Illinoia, by acts of Congress, on their
admission into the Union. DBut that restriction was,
by virtue of an ordinance of the former Congress,
under the Confi-deration, prohibiting the introduction
of elavery into the Northwest Territory, out of which
these States were formed. Missouri was part of the
Louisiana Territory, purchased of France in 1803,
And in various parta of thet extensive Territory,
slavery then existed, and had long been estubli=hed.

Louiziana had been admitted into the Union without
any restriction of the kind proposed for Miseouri. The
Btates of Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Ala-
bama had also been admitted as separate States pre-
vious to this period ; and, as they were taken from
States in which SBlavery existed, they had Leen made
subject to no such restriction. It wae contended
that, on the same principle, Mi=souri should also be
received, withont requiring, as a condition of ad-
mirsion, the exclusion of Slavery. Amnd it was also
insisted that it would be interfering with the inde-
pendent character of a State to enforce any such
restriction, which was munifeztly a subject of regu-
lation by the State authority.

On the contrary, it was urged that in the old
Bratis the subject was expressly eettled by the Con-
stitution, and Couzress could not justly interfere in
those Stater; hut that it was otherwise with new
Biates received into the Union ; in which case Con-

grese had the right to impose such restrictions and

conditions as it might choose ; that it was evidemily
the intention of the old Congress not to extend
Slavery, having prohibited its intioduction or exist-
ence in new States to be formed out of the North-
west Territory; and that Slavery was so great an
evil, and so abhorrent to the principles of a frec
Government, that it should be abolished or prohil-
ited wherever it could be Conetitutionally effected.

The discussion went on from month to month, and
from ression to session, increasing in ficrceness, and
diverging farther and farther from the prospect of an
amicable setilement. Among the prominent adve-
cates for excluding Slavery from Missouri were
Rufus King from New-York, Otis of Massachusetts,
Dana of Connecticut, Sergeant and Hemphill of
Peonaylvanin. Of those opposed to Restriction,
wvere Holmes of DMassachusette, Vandyke and
McLane of Delaware, Pinckney of Marylund, Roan-
dolph and Barbour of Virginia, Lowndes of South
Curolina, Clay and Johneron of Kentucky,

A bill for the admission of Missouri had been
defeated during the Ses=ion of 1818-19; and the
inflammatory subject had, during the vacation of
Coungress, given 1ise to incessant contention. The
Press entered warmly into the controversy. The
most violent pamphleta were published on hoth
sides. Publie imeerings thundered forth their Reso-
lutions ; and the Union scemed to be fuarfully rhaken
to ita centre. It may be imagined, then, with what
interest the next Session of Congress was lookdd to
by the People.

Many eloguent Speeches were made in the House
upon the question. Mr. Clay rpoke, at one time,
nearly four hours against the Restriction ; but there
reinaing no published sketeh of his remarks. The
vote in the House of Representutives was several
times given for excluding Slavery; Lut the Senate
diragreed, and would not yield to the House.

In 1820, the People of the Territory of Missouri
proceeded 10 orduin and establizh a Constitution of
Goverment for the contemplated State. Among
other provisions, it was ordained in the twenty-
sixth section of the Third Arrticle, that it should be
the duty of the General Asacmbly, *“as soon as
‘might be, to pass such laws as were nccessary lo
‘ prevent free Negroes and Mulatiocs from coming
t to and settling in the Sinte, under any prelext
i yehateper.  Under thiz Constitution a State Gov-
srnment was organized ar.d went into operation.

This clause, for the exclusion of frec Negroes and
Mulattoes, fanned into fresh life the flame of excite-
ment, which had heen partielly allayed. The whole
country was now thrown into commotion upon the
question of admitting Missouri. .

In the autumn of 1320, Mr. Clay, who had ex-
perienced heavy pecuniary lnsses by endoraing for
a friend, resolved to retire from Congress, and, in
the practice of the law, devote himself to the repara-
tion of his private affuirs.  Accordingly, at the meet-
ing of Congress, the 13th of November, 1520, the
Clerk having ennounced that a quorum was
present, said that he had received a letter from
the Hon. Henry Clay, which, with the leave of the
House, he read as followa:

“ LexisaToy, (Ky.) October 28, 180,
v &p: T will thank you 1o comnunicate to the

House of Representutiver, thut, owing lo inperious
«ircumstaaces, I shall not be able to attend vpon it
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antil after the Christmas holidays: and to respeet-
fully ask 1t to allow me to resign the otlice of ita
Bpeaker, which 1 have the howor to hold, and w0
consicder this as the act of my resignation. I beg the
House also to permit me 1o reiterate the expression
of iy sincere ucknowledgments and unufiveted grat-
itude for the distingmshed consideration which it
has unifurmly muwfested for me. [ have the honor
10 be, &, H. CLAY.

" Tuos. Dovererty, Esq. Clerk H. of R.”

Iu view ot the agituting que=tion before Congreas,
M. Clay consente I, however, to retain his seat as
a member of the 1fouse till his term of service ex-
pired, although no longer its presiding officer.
Eurly in the session the Missouri question came up.
Those who now oppuosed its admission contended,
that free citizens and mulattoes were citizens of the
States of their residence ; that as such, they had a
right, under the Consutution, to remove to Missouri,
or any other Stute of the Union, and there enjoy all
the privileges and immunities of other citizens ot
the United Swates cimigrating to the same place;
and, therefore, that the clause in the Constitution
of Miszouri, quoted above, wes repugnant to that
of the United States, and she ought not to be
received into the Union.

Ou the other hand, it wes maintained that the
African race, whether bond or free, were not parties
to our Political Institutionsa; that, therefure, free
Negroes and Mulatioes were not citizens, within the
meuaninz of the Constitution of the United Statos;
and that even il the Congtitution of Miesouri were
repugnant to that of the United Stares, the latter
wa- paramount, and would overrule the conflicting
provision of the former, without the interference of
Congress.,

Huch was the perilous and portentous question
which now threatened a disruption of the Union.—
In some ahape or other it wes preaented almost daily
and hourly to Congress; and became, at length, a
perfuct incubus upon legislation. In this state of
things, Mr. Clay arrived in Washington, and 100k
his scat in the House on the sixteenth of Jonuvary,
1821. On the second of February, he submitted a
wotion to refer o Resolution of the Senate on the
Mizsouri Question to a Committee of Thirteen—a
number suggested by that ol the original States of
the Union. The motion was agreed to, and the ful
lowing gentlemen were appointed a Committee ac-
cordingly :

Messra. Clay of Ky., Eustias of Mass., Smith of
Md., Sergeant of Pa., Lowndes of S C., Ford of N.
Y., Cumpbell of Ohio, Archer of Va , Huckley of N.
Y., 8. Moore of Pa., Cobb of Ga., Tomlinson of Ct.,
Butler of N. H.

On the tenth of the same month, Mr. Clay made
a report, concluding with an amendment to the Sen-
ate's resolution, by which amendment Missouri was
admitted upon the following fundamental condition :

¢ It iz provided that the said State shall never
puss any law preventing any deseription of persons
from comme to and settling in the said State, who
now are or hereaficr may hecome citizens of any of
the States of thia Union ; and provided also, that the
Legizlniure of the =aid State, by o solemn public uct,
shall declare the assent of the vaid Stare to the said
fundamental condition, and shall transmit to the Pre-
mdent of the United States, on or before the fourth
Mondrv in November next, an authentic copy of the
said Act; upon the receipt whereof, the President,
by proclaination, shall announce the fact; whereup-
oo, and without any further proceedings on the part

af Congreas, the admission of the said State into the

Union shall be considered as complete :  And pro-

vided, further, that nothing herein contnined shall ba

constreed to take from the State of dassouri, when

adivitted into the Uuniun, the exercizse of uny right or

EuWer which can now be constitutionally exercised
y any of the original State=.""

In defence of his report, Mr. Clay said that, al
though those favorable w the admission of Mi=souri
could not succeed entirely in their particular views,
yet he wau of opinion that they had, as regarded the
Report of the Committee, nothing to complain ofi—
At the same time, the Report was culeulawd to ob-
vinte the objectiony of those who had opposed the
admission of Missouri on the ground of the objretion
to her Constitution which had been avowed. Thus
consulting the opinions of both sides of the Hours,
in that spirit of compromise which is occasivnally
necessary to the existence of all societies, he Loped
it would receive the countenance of the llouse ; and
he earnestly invoked the spirit of harmouny and kin-
dred feeling to preside over the deliberations of the
House on the subject.

The question being taken in Committee of the
Whole on the amendment proposed by Mr. Clay, it
was decided ir the negatice by a vote of 73 10 64.—
This decision was afterward overruled in the House.
On the question, however, of’ the third reading of the
Hesolution, it was rejected, by a vote of 53 to 30, in
consequence of the defection of Mr. Randolph of
Virginia, who dreaded the inerease of popularity
which would accruc to Mr. Clay by the success of
his proposition. A reconsideration was maoved and
ciarried the next day, and the question of the third
reading was again bronzht before the Huuge. Ano-
ther protructed and bitter debate fullowed, and was
concluded by a speech of an hour’s duration from
Mr. Clay, who is represented by the cotemporary
journals as having “ reasoned, remonstrated und en-
treated that the House would settle the question.”

On the fourteenth of February, the two Houses of
Congress met in the hall of the House of Represens-
atives, to perfurin the ceremony of counting the votes
for Preeident and Vice President of the United States,
A scene of great confusion sccurred when the votes
of the Elcctors fur Missouri were nnnounced hy the
President of the Senate, and handed to the Tellera
The Members of the Senate withdrew, and a violent
discus=ion sprang up. By the exertions of Mr. Clay,
order was at length restored, and, on his motion, a
Message was sent to the Senate that 1he House was
ready to proceed to the completion of the business
of counting the votes.

The Senate again came in. The votes of Missourt
were read, and the resultof all the votes having been
read, it was announced by the President of the Senp-
ate, that the total number of votes for James Monroe
as President of the United States, was 231, and, i
the votea of Missouri were not counted was 228,
that, in either event, Jamea Monroc had a majoriry
of the whole nunber of votes given.  James Monroa
was nccordingly re-elected President for four yenars,
commencing on the ensuing fourth of Mareh,

While the proclamation was heing made, two
Members of the Hounse elaimed the floor to inguire
whether the votes of Missouri were or were not
counted. Another scene of canfusion hereupon ep-
rued, and the House were finally obliged to adjourn
in order to put an end 10 it
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The rejection of Mr. Clay's report seemed to shut
eut all prospect of an amicable compromise. He was
not disheartened, however. He never despaired of
the Republic. On the twenty-second of February,
he submiited the fullowing resolution :

# Resolved, That & Committee be appointed, on
the part of this House, jointly with such Commitiee
aus may be appointed on the part of the Senate, to
cousider and report to the Senate and to the House,
respectively whether it be expedient or not 10 mmake

ruvision fur the ndmiezion ot Mis=ouri into the Un-
10n on the same luoting as the origiual Siares, and for
the due execution of the luws of the United Stages
within Missouri; and if not, whether any other, end
what provision, adapted to her sctuzl condiiun,
ought to be made by law."”

This resolution was adopted in the House by a
vote of 103 to 55. The Scnate acceded to it by a
large majority.

The Juint Committees of the two Houses met on
the twenty-fifth of February, 1821 ; and a plan of
accommodation, proposed by Mr. Cluy, was adopted,
unanimously on the part of the Cummmittee of the
Senate, and nearly po by that of the House. The
next duy he reported to the House from the Com-
mittee a resolution. which was the same in cffect as
that which we have already quoted as having been

reported by the former Committee of thirteen Mem- |

bers. A short diecussion ensued, which was checked
by a cull for the Previous Question, The resolu-
tion wasa then adopted by & vote of eighty-seven 1o
eizhty-onc. The Senate concurred, and the mo
mentous question, which for three Scssions had ag-
itated Congreas, was, at length through the labors
und influence of Henry Clay, peaceably settled.

The achievemcnt of this vital compromize must
have been one of the most gratifying triumphs of hia
political career. By his perronul influence and abil-
ities, he had saved the Repuhlic. He deservedly
won on this occasion the appropriate title of * the
Great Pacificator;" for to his individual exertions do
we owe it, that we were saved from the prospect of a
disrolution of the Union. His eflorts in and out of
Congress were unconsing in accomplishing his ob-
ject, He made direct persnnal appeals to those whom
he could not influence in public debate, and left no
means untried for bringing Conegress to that harmo-
nious state, which was eseential to the safety of the
country.

While the Missouri question was pending, and the
excitement of the contending parties was rupning to
a great and alarming hight, Mr. Randolph, and per-
haps some other gentlemen of the South, conceived
the projetc of the whole Delegation from the Slave-
holding States, in & body, nbandoning the House,
and leaving ita b :- iness to be carried on, if at all, by
the Representatives from the other States. At that
time, one of those condiiona of nom-intercourse,
which we have dercribed existed between himn and
My. Clay ; but notwithstanding that, one night » hen
the Houre was in segsion by candle-lizht, Mr. Clny
being out o the Chair, Mr. Randolph approached i
in tle most courtrous manner and ruid; ¢ Mr
* Speaker, | wich you would lcave the Chair. T will
‘follaw vou to Kentucky or any where rlse in the
‘world "

Mr. Clay replied: “That i= a very seribus prop-
osition, Mr. Rundolph ; we have not time now 1o
discuse itz but it vou will come into the Svcaker's

room to-morrow morning, befure the House assem-
bles, we will consider it ogether.”

He accordingly atiended there with punctuality.
They remained in eamest conversation about an
hour, Mr. Clay contending that it wus wisest to com-
promise the question, if it could be dune without uny
sacrifice of principle, and Mr. Randolph insisting
that the Slave States had the right ou their side
that matiers must come to an extrewity ; und that
there could be no more suitable occusion to bring
then to that issue. They maintained their respect-
ive opinions firmly butamicably, without coming to
any ogrecment.

When they were about separating, Mr. Clay ob-
served to Mr. Randoiph, thut he would take that op-
portunity of saying to him, that he {Mr. Randolph)
had used exceptionable language sometimes when
the Speaker was in the Chair and had no opportu-
nity of replying ; and that he was often pruvoked
thereat. * Well, Mr, Speaker,” said Ra: doiph, 1
* think you sometimes ueglect me; you won't listen
‘tome when I am addres=ing; the chair, but turn your
*hrad away, and ask for a pinch of snufi.”

Mr. Clay rejoined: * You sre mistaken. I am
‘listening when I may not seem to be; and I can
‘repeat a8 much of any one of your late specches
‘as you yourself can, gouvd as 1 know your meinory
‘to be.”’

* Well,"” rcplied Mr. Randolph, * perhaps I am
* mistaken ; and suppose we shake hands and be good
¢ gaod friends hereafier.”

“Agreed ! " gaid Mr. Ciny,

They shook hands accordingly ; and never epuke
with euch other during the residue of the Session.
It was about the peried of Commodore Decatur's
death. Thut event greatly excited Mr. Randulph ;.
and Mr. Clay wasinforined by two different geutle-
men (the late Governor Edwards and Gen. C. F,
Mercer) about the same time, without concert, and
shortly after the interview dercribed above, thut they
knew that Mr. Rundolph desired u duel, and with
him (Mr. Clay.) He thanked them for the commu-
nication ; which wus made from friendly motives.
It paturally put him upon his guard, and on first
meeting Mr. R., thinking that he saw something un-
friendly in his deportment, they passed each uther
without speaking.

Shortly before the interview above-mentinned, Mr.
Randolph came to Mr. Clay with aninsulting letter
conteinins a threat to horsewhip him (Mr. K.}
end asked what lhe should do with it—sbould le
communicate it to the House as a breach of privi-
lege? ** How came the writer to address auch a lei-
ter 1o you '™ agked Mr. Clay. ' Why, gir,”" maid he.
# I was in the vestibule of the House 1he other day,
and he brought up a man and introduced him to me.
I asked him, what right he had to introduce that
nan to me, and told him that the man had just as
much right to introducc kim to mme. And he suid he
thought it was an act of grest impertinence. It was
for that cause he his written me this threatening
letter.” Mr. Clay asked him if he thought the man'a
inind was perfectly sound. * Why,"” replied Run-
dolph, = I have some doubts about that.'"  * If that
be the case,"” said Mr. Clay,  would you not better
avoid troubling the House ubout the affuir? And I
will give orders to the officers of the House to keep
an eye on the man, and if he ehould attempt to do
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anything improper to arrest him.” Mr. Randolph i
said, it was perhaps the best couree; and nothing .
more was heard of the matter.

On one occasion during the agitation of this same
Missouri question, Mr. Randolph told Mr. Clay, that '
he had resolved, by the advice of Chiel Justice Mar- .
ghall, to abstain from the use of those powerful in-
struments of irony, surcasm and invective, which he
msed with such cutting effect, and to confine himself .
to the employment of pure argument, whenever he
spoke. He attempted it. He failed. His speech
posscssed no attraction—commanded no attention.
He was mortified, and resumed his ancient style ;
and listening and admiring audiences returned to [
him.

When the House sat in what has been called the
old Capitol (the brick building at the North-East
corner of the Capitol-square,) Mr. Randolph one day
came in collisivn with an able colleague from Vir-
ginia, Mr. Sheffey, in argument, in the course of
which Mr. Bhefley had indulged in rome playful re-
mark. Mr. R. replied, and concluded by offering
him some advice, which he said, he hoped would be
kindly received: and that was, that logic being
his (Mr. Sheffey's) forte, he ought to confine him-
eelf 1o it, and never attempt wit, for which he pos-
seased no talent. Mr. Sheffey rejoined, answered
the arzument of Mr. Randolph, thanked him for his
advicr, but said he did not like to be in debt, and by
way of acquitting himself of it, he begged leave to
offer some advice in return. Nnture, he said, had
been bountiful to Mr. R. in bestowing on him extra-
ordinary wit, but had denied him any powers of ar-
gument. Mr. 8, would advise him, therefore, to con-
fine himself to the regions of wit, and never attemnpt
toso:qar in those of logic. Mr. R. immediately followed
and handsomely remarked, that he took back whet
ke had said of his colleague; for he had shown him-
gelf to be a man of wit as well as of logic.

It was a pleasant and enlivening incident, and the
whole House and both parties appeared to enjoy the
Jjoke. But Mr. Randolph returned to the House the
next dav, and renewed the atiack with great bitter-
mesa. The parties had various and long passea at

each other. Mr. R. was repeatedly called to order .

by Mr. Clay, and finally stopped. Tt wns on that oc-

Clay said that he would be out of order in replying, *
as hie was, to any other Member but Mr. Randolph.
During the interval of his retirement from Con- !

gress in 1822, Mr. Clay was delegated, in conjunc- -
tion with Mr. Bibb, to attend the Virginia Legisla-
ture, for the adjustment of certain land elaims in
Kentucky. Their mission led to the appointment of
the Hon. B. W, Leigh on the part of Virginia ; and
Mr. Clay was subsequently appointed to conduct
the negociation with him on the part of Kentucky

They concluded at Ashland a eonvention, which, -
though it was ratified by the Legisluture of Kentucky
and the House of Delegates of Virzinia, was finally |
rejected in the Senale of the latter State.

By an absence of nearly three years from Con-
gress, Mr. Clay was enabled through his professional
labora, to retrieve his private affairs ; and in the sur-
mnr_of‘ 1423, at the earnest and repeated solicitations
of his fellow-citizens, he aceepted a re nomination,
and was again chosen, without opposition, to repre-
sent his District in the lower House at Washington,

The first Session of the Eighteenth Congress
opened the first Monday in December, 1823. At ths
first ballot for Speaker in the House of Representa-
tives, Mr. Clay was elected. Mr. Barbour of Vir-
ginia, the late Speaker, had forty- two votes—Mr.
Clay had one hundred and thirty nine. The follow-
ing neat jeu d'esprit appeared in the National Intel-
ligencer shortly after the election :

* As near the Potomac's broad stream, t* other day,

Fair LinerTy strollad in solicitous mood,

Deep pondering the [uture—unhesding her way—
Slpua [ gudﬁm NaTUuRE beside n green wood,
Good mother,” she ened, * deign to help me at need *

[ must make for n:(ylgumhlinn_ss n Speaker to-day

The firct in the world [ would pive them.'—* In '
When I made the first Speaker, [ made him of CLAY '™

On taking the Speaker’s chair, Mr. Clay made a

brief and appropriate address, in which he returned

his acknowledzmenta for the honor conferred. The
duties of a Speaker are happily enumerated in his
remarks on this occasion.

On the fifth of December, Mr. Webster, of Massa-
chusetts, submitted a resolution providing by law
for defraying the expense incident to the appoint-
ment of an agent or commissioner to Greece, when-
ever the President should deem itexpedient 1o make
such appointment. He supported this proposition
in & most able epeech on the nineteenth of the ensu-
ing January. Mr. Clay atood side by side with him
in defence of the measure. Notwithstanding the ad-
vocacy of these gigantic champions, however, it
failed in the House.

Mr. Clay's speech on the subject, though hrief,
was full of fire and point. * Are we,"” he excluimed,
“go humbled, so low, so debased, that we dare not
* express our sywpathy for suffering Greece, that wa
*dure not articulate our detestation of the brutal ex-
*cesses of which she has been the bleeding victim,
‘lest we might offend some one or more of their im-
¢ perial and royal majeatiea?”

“If the great body of Christendom cen look on

" calinly and coolly, while all this is perpetrated on

a Christian people, in ita own immediate vicinity, in
its very presence, let us at least evince that one of
ite remote extremities is suaceptible of sensibilitv to
Christion wrongs, and capable of sympathy for
Christian sufferings; that in this remote quarter of
the world, there are hearts not yet closed against
compassion for human woes—that can pour out their

casion, that Mr. Sheffey being called to order, Mr. ! ihddigwat forlings ¥1 Ure sppression of s peogiln e

deared to us by every ancient recollection and every
modern tie.  Sir, the commitree has been attempted

* to be nlarmed by the dangers to our commerce in the

Mediterranean; and a wreiched invoice of Jizs and

. opium has been spread before us to repress our sex-

sihilities and eradicate our humanity. Ah' sir,
“what shall it profit & man it he gain the whola
world and lose his own goul " or what shall it avail
a nation to eave the whole of’ a miserable trade and
lose i1a libertiea 7

Although Mr. Clay failed at the moment in pro-

! curing the recognition of Greece, he aflterwards when

Secretary of State accomplizhed his object. The
United States was the first Independent Power, by
whom she was recognized.

Mr. Clay's labors during the Session of 1824,
wonld alone have been sutficient to make hia name
memorable, to the latest posterity, in the annals of
the country. The Seszion is signalized by the pas-
ange of the Tariff hill and of his measure in behalf
ol South American Independence. In reference to
the former, it rhould not be forgotten, that it was
through his vigilant and persevering eflorts, that the
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fuaar Dory was paved. By an examination of
the proceedings of Congress, it will be seen that
the fute of this important duty hung upen his indi-
vidunl exertions, end that to them its final preserva-
tion was due. It was not to the protection of the
industry of any one section of the couniry that he
looked merely. The South and the North have been
always regarded by him with an equally liberal af-
fectiun.

On the fificenth of August, 1624, General La Fay-
ette, the Nation's Guest, arrived at New-York in the
Cadinus, from Huvre, accompanied by his roun,
George Washington La Fayette. The following
tenth of December he was introduced 1o the National
House of Representatives by a Select Commitice
eppointed for the purpose. Mr. Clay, as Speuker, re-
eeived him with an address, so pertinent and elegant
in itz chameter, that we caunot resist the temptution
of quuting it entire :

# GEseraL: The House of Representatives of
the United States, impelled alike by its own feclings
and by thoese of the whole American peopls, could
not have assigned 10 me a more gratifying duty than
that of presenting 1o you our cordial congratulations
wpoen the oceasion of your recent arrival in the Uni-
ted Srates, in compliunce with the wishes of Con-
gre=s, and to assure you of the very high satisfaction
which your presence affords ue un this early theaotre
of vour glory and renown.  Although but few of the
members who compose this body shared with vou
in the War of our Revolation, all have, from impar-
tial history, or from faithful tradition, & knowledze
of the perils, the sufferings, and the sucrifices which
you \lﬂﬁntnr“‘? encountered, and the signal services,
in America and in Europe, which yvou performed for
an infant, a distant, and un alien [:-m]lit-', and all feel
and own the very great extent of the obligations un-
der which you have placed our country. DBurt the
relations in which you have ever stood to the United
Btates, interesting and important o4 they have been
do not constitute the only motive of the respect und
admiration which the House of Representatives en-
teriain fur you. Your consistency of character, vour
unifurm devotion to regulated hiberty, in all the vi-
cissitudesa of a long and arduous life, also command
it adhiniration.  During all the recent convulsions
of Europe, amidet, as ufter the dispersion of, every

litical storm, the people of the United States have
E:hfld you, true to your old principles, firm and
erect, cheering and animating, with your well-known
voice, the votaries of liberty, its faithful and fearless
champion, ready to ghed the last drop of that blead
whi:h here you so freely and nobly spilt in the same
buly cause.

“The vain wish has been sometimes indulged,
that Providence would allow the patriot, after death, |
to return 10 his country, and to contemplate the in- |
termedinte changes which had taken place—10 view |
the furcets felled, the citiea built, the mountains le-
velled, the canals cut, the highways constructed, the |
prozress of the arts, the advancement of learning, ¢
and the increase of population. General, your pre-
pent visit to the United Siates is a realization of the
eonsoling object of that wish. Yon are in the midst
ef posterity.  Every where, you must have been
struck with the great changes, physical and moral, -
which have occurred since you left us. Even this -
very city, bearing a venerated name, alike endeared ¢
t» vou and tu us, has since emerged from the forest
which then covered its site. I'n one reepect you find
ae unultered, and that is in the sentiment of contin-
ped devotion to liberty, and of ardent affection and
profound gratitude 10 your departed friend, the fu-
ther of his country, and to you, and to yourillustri-
aus associates in the field owd o the cabinet, for the
multiplied bleseings which surround us, and for the
very privilege of addressing you, which I now ex

ercise. Thia sentiment, now fondly cherished b
more than ten millions of people will be transmitted,
with unabated vigor, down the tide of time, through
the countlesa millions who are destined to inhalit
this continent, 1o the latest posterity."

Lufayette was deeply affected by this address, ut-
tered, us it was, in the Speaker’s clear, murical and
genial tones; and the hero of two hemispheres re-
plied to it in & manner, that betokened much eme-
tion. He maintained tothe last a ftrong attachment
for Mr. Clay; and when the mieerable party hacks,
who originated the cry of * bargain and corruption,’ at
the period of John Quincy Adume’s election to the
Presidency, were actively circulating their bage and
baseless charges aguninat Mr. Clay, the voice of La-
fayette wus heard, high above the clamor, in vindi-
cation of the unsullied integrity and honor of his
frienil.

An anecdote, illustrative of the high opinion en-
tertained of himby Lafavette,appeared recently in the
Commonwenlth newspaper, published at Frankfort,
{K¥.) An officer of the United Staten Navy, being
in Paris in 1832, was entertained by Lafayvette at his
country-seat. During the three days, which the of
ficer pussed with lLis veneruble host at Lugrange,
the affuiis of the United States and the charocters of
our distinguished public men formed prominent to-
pics of discusgion. The name of Hesry CrLax
could not, of course, be omitted in such u cunversa-
tion; and the Generul was delighted to find that his
guest was not only a political admirer, but a per-
eonal friend and acquuintance of the great Ameri-
can Sratesman. Op the morning of his departure
from Lagrunge, ihe naval officer was introduced by
George Wachington Lafuyette, son of the General,
into the study of his father, where, by the light ot
candles, he wous employing his pen. Preszing his
guest in vain to remain longer, the General said :
¢ Before you leave me, I want to show you our
‘friend ;" and leading the way to another room, he
exhibited a portrait of Mr. Clay. ¢ Sir,” said La-
fuyette, “ THATIS THE MAN WHOM 1 HOPE
*TO SEE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
*8TATES." The incident produced a lasting im-
pression on the mind of the officer. * The bosom-
‘ companion of Washington, his comrade in armsin
‘the glorious Revolution, feeling the deepest interest
‘in the welfure of the United States, and well ac- -
tquainted with their policy, their institutions and
‘ their great men, Lufayette, with the wiedom of the
* Father of his Country, pointed out the man fit and
‘worthy to etand at the head of our Government.
* But his sainted spirit will look down in '45 and re-
! joice in the consummation of his hopes, which Hea-
fven, impatient 1o claim one of its firat-born, denied
‘him while in the flesh.”

We have seen that Mr. Clay was at variance with
President Monroe upon the subject of Internal Im-
provemente, as well as in regard to the mode of re-
cognizing the independence of the South American
patriots. Notwithstanding these differences of opin-
ion, the personal relatione of the speaker and the
chief magistrate were fricndly. Mr. Clay was offer-
ed a seat in the cabinet, and a carfe blanche of all
the foreign missions. lHad piace been his ambition
and his olj -et, he might Lhave attained it without any
sacrifice of independence—without any loss of po-
sition as the acknowledged head of the great repub-
lican party. He saw, however, that he could be
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more useful to his country in Congress. Measures
of vital importance were to be carned. The Tanff
was to be adjusted—the Missouri business to be set-

ded—the constitutionality of Internal Improvements !
wus to be admitted—South American independence
was to be acknowledged—how could he conscicn-
tiously quit a pust, where he wielded an influence
more potent than the President’s, while such mo-
mentous queations remained open? These being
disposed of, he would be at liberty to pursue any
course which hia inclinations might indicate, or
which the public interests might sanction.

e t———
CHAPTER VIII.

The Presidential Questinn—Nomination of Mr. Clay—FHis quali-
firatinns et Forth—tienern] Har. isun in fuvor of Henry (ay—
Slapders in the House—Kremer's Letter—Monstrons nature of
the charges agaiest Mre. U= counse in regarnd to them=—Ap-

ointment of a Comnittea of Examinntiva—Complete  Re-
utatinn of the Culu nuy—Mr. Cluy's Address to his Constitu-
ents—Electian of Juha Quincy Adnigs by the Elonse—Exus-
perati .n of (ren, Juckson's Frends—0Mr. Clay's independence
ol spirit—3lotives of his preference—Gen. Lafayette substan- |
tintes his Asertions—Mr. Cley app inted Heerctary of State—
Views ¢f this act—=lander tempoenry, Justice ievitable—His
character o Speaker—_\necdutes, &c,

As Mr. Monroe's second Picsidential term drew
to a close, the queetion of the next Presidency be-
gan to be busily agitated. Four prominent candi-
dates were presented by their friends fur the sufirages |
of the People: beinz John Quiney Adams of Mas-
sachuseits, Andrew Jackson of Tennessee, Henry |
Clay of Kentucky, and Willium H. Crawford of
Georgia.

[u November, 1822, Mr Clay had been nominated |
as a suitable succeszor to James Monroe, at a meet- |
ingz of the Members of the Legisinture of Kentucky.
The nomination roon afier met with a response from
gimilar meetings in Louisiana, Missouri and Ohio; |
an, as the period of the election approached, he was |
hailed by large bodies of his fellow citizens in all
paris of the country as their favorite candidate.

The campaign of 1824 was one of the most warmly |
contested in our annala.  Sowe of the more unscru-
pualous of the friends of the various eandidates re-
sorted to maneuvres unworthy of their cause to
advance their ends. Just as the election was com-
mencing, a report was industriously circulated in
diff-rent quart:ra of the country that Mr. Clay had |
withdrawn from the Presidentinl conteat. In conse-
quence of this report, General William H. Harrison,
and other of Mr. Clay's friends in Ohio, published a
declaration, in which it was asserted that he (Mr.,
Clay) “ would not be withdrawn from the contest
‘but by the fiat of hie Maker.,” Our late lamented |
Chief Magistrate waa at that time, and ever after,
his devored political, as well as personul friend ; and
he hus often been heard to declare his preference for
bim over ell other candidates.

Eiarly in the campaign it was discovered that there
would be no clection of President by the People.
By the Constitution, the House of Representatives
would, therefure, be called upon to choose from the
thiee hizhest candidates. In December, 1824, roon
afier the meeting of Congress, it wns known that
the three highest candidates were Jackson, Adams
end Crawford, and that Mr. Clay and his fiienda
would have it in their power, when the queetion
came before the House, of turning the balance in
favor of any one of the three.

Mr. Clay's position was now an extremely imper-
tant one. Several weeks were to intervene before
the election ; and, in the mean time, the partisans of
the three caundidates looked with intense anxiety to
the Speaker’s course. His preferences were dis-
tinctly known to his personal friends, for he had
expressed them in his letters and his conversationa;
but it would have been indelicate and superfluous
fur him to have electioneered in behalf o: any one
of the rival candidates—to bhave given occasion for
intrigues and coalitions by deciding the question in
advance.

While all parties were in this state of suspeuee, a
gross and unprincipled attempt was made to brow-
beat Mr. Clay, and drive him from what wes rightly
suppused to be his position of preference for Mr.
Adams. A letter, the authorship™ of which was
afterward avowed by George Kremer, a member of
the House from Pennsylvanio, appeared in a Phila-
delplia newsapuper called the *Columbian Observer,’
charging Mr. Clay and his friends with the most
flagitivus intentions—in short, with the design of
gelling their vote to the highest bidder.

Monstrous a8 were these intimations, they wera
culculated to carry some weight with the ignorant
and unrefecting. Dy such persons, it would not
be taken into consideration that Mr. Clay had al-
ready declined offices of the highest grade under
Madison and Mooroe—thut, if either Jackson or
Crawford had been elected through his ageney, the
first office in the gift of either would indubitably
have been offered to him—that, in accepling office
under Mr. Adams, it wus universally understood at
Washington he was conferring rather than receiving
a fuvor—that he mizht not inaptly have been eccused
of acting an ungenerous part, if, alter bringing the
Adams Adminiatrativn into power, he had refused it
the countenunce so essential to ite success—that ha

| would have neglected the solicitations of all who

acted with him from the Weat had he refused the
Secretaryship—and, in ehort, that in order to justify
his vole it was incumbent on him te eubmit to the
united voice of the friends of the new Administra-
tion, and bring to it as much of his Western swength
as he could lend.

The * Columbian Observer,’ in which the precious
epistle we have alluded to appeared, was a print sus-
tained by Mr. Eaton the friend, biographer, and col-
league in the Senste ol General Jackaon. ‘The
pusition of the writer of the letter, as a member of
Congress, gave it a consequence which, utterly con-
temptihle as it is, it would not otherwise, in any dee
gree, have posgessed. Mr. Clay deemed it incum-
bent upon him to notiee it; and he published a Card
in the National Intellizencer, pronouncing the author
of the letter, whoever he might be, * a base and in-
‘ famous calumniator.” This was answered by a
Card from Mr. George Kremer, in which the writer
auid he held himself ready to prove, to the satisfac-
tion of unprejudiced minds, enough to eatisfy them
of ths accuracy of the statements in the letter, so far
as Mr. Clay was concerued.

The calumny having been thus fathered, Mr. Clay
ro=e in his place in the House, and demanded an in
vestization into the affuir.

A Committee was accordingly appointed by ba
lot on the 5th of February, 1835, It was compose
of eome of the leading members of the House, o
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one of whom was Mr. Clay's political friend. Al-
though Mr. Kremer had declared to the House and
to the public his willingness to bring forward his
proofe, and his readiness to abide the issue of the
inquiry, his fears, or other counsels than his own,
prevailed upon him to resort finally to & miserable
subterfuge. The Commitiee reported that Mr,
Kremer declined appearing before them, alleging
that ke could not do so without appearing either az
an accuser or a witness, both of which he pro-
tested against! "

And yet this same Mr. Krcmer, a day or two be-
fore, when the subject of appointing an Investigating
Commiitee came up, had risen in his seat in the
House and raid :—* If, upon an investigation being
*instituted, it should appear that he had not suf-
i ficient reasons to justily the statements he hud
‘ made, he trusted he should receive the marked
‘ reprobation which had been suggesied by the
¢ Bpeaker. Let it fall where it might, Mr. K., said,
* he was willing to meet the inguiry, and abide the
tresuil”

But it is not on Mr. Kremer alone that our indig-
nation should b2 expended for this miserable auempt
to bolster up a profligate calumny just long enough
for it to operate on the approaching Election, He
was merely a tool in the hunds of deeper knaves.
A thick-hended, illiterate, foolirh, good-natured
man, he was ready, in hia blind attachment 1o Gen.
Jucksop, to do any servile deed that might pro-
pitinte his idol. He seems to have inwardly re-
pented of the act as eoun as it had been commirted.
He frequently declured his determination to offer an
explanation and upulogy to Mr. Clay; and had gone
80 fur us 1o draw up & paper fur this purpoese, which
was submitted to the laiter. But Mr. Clay replied
shat the uffuir had passed from his control inte that
of the House ;—and the rogues, who had taken Mr.
Kremer into their keeping, were careful not to allow
him 10 repeat his offer of an apology subsequently
when the House chose to let the matter drop.

In 1327-8, Mr. Clay, in an Address to his con-
stituents, gave a full and interesting history of this
afluir, together with the sequel, at which we shall
glance in our next Chapter, and in which General
Juckson figured conspicucualy.

On the 9th of February, 1825, in the presence of
both Houses of Congresa, Mr. Tazewell, from the
Committce of Tellers, reported the vutes of the
difterent Seates tor President und Vice President of
the Unitrd States. The sggregate was as follows:
John Quincy Adams had eighty-four votes; Wil-
liam H. Crawiford, forty-one; Andrew Jackson,
ninety-nine; and Heory Clay, thirty-seven,"—the

* The vote for Mr. Clay in the 4mrirm_\r:r Colleges stood :—Ohin,
16; Kentucky, 14; New-York, 4; Mmsoun, 8. By sone party
chlcnnpr{.pr conlition mmgue_._ht- wae defravded out of Electorsl
Vaotes in New-York and Louisiann which won ve been inore
than sufficient to have renderesd him oue of the three candidites
retumed to the Hlonse. It i, perhape, unnecessary to nevive the

llection of those frauds upun the People. by which their
avorite chompion was excluded (rom a position, I(mlr_l which b
wonld unqueationnbly have Leen elevated to the Presidency. It
will be se¢n that Miscuri gave bher entre Vote b Mr. Cloy in
1824, at which time THoMas 1. BesToN took the lead in his
support, as the candidate must favorable to Internal [mprove-
rnﬁia.u ll_!lg IJ'I-EI Frotection of r.'mu‘_n::a_t_n Industry.  “F'he }-'url‘],.'
calling themselves Rurktnils, in New-York, were divided hae
tween { ribwiurd mnd (lay, the furmer hoving the mejority.  The
Dp‘fuqmn? Farty (Clintomisnns) woere divided Letween Adams
und Clay: although by far the birger portion preferred  Adnms.

jut un a diveion Clay had mure streagth than either of the others
ind, on a fair cxpremion of opimi.n, would bave commanded

"ﬁﬂm ti oﬁa&zﬁhtnﬂl’n was headed by
u.v-n-.-ﬂ”" whi ﬁromd%.(.:llcrwuhd

latter having been deprived, by party intrigee
and chicanery, of the votes of New-York end
Louiriana-—w hich would have carried him into rhe
House, where he would undoubtedly have been
elected President, over all other candidates,

The President of the Senate roee, and declared
that no person had received a majority of the votcs
given for President of the United Stutes;—1hint
Andrew Jackson, John Q. Aduma and William H.
Crawford were the three persons who had received
the highest number of votes, and that the remeining
duties in the choice of a President now devolved on
the House of Representatives. He further declared,
that John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina, having
received one hundred and eighty-two voles, wus
duly elected Vice President of the United States, to
serve for four years from the ensuing fourth duy of
March. The members of the Senate then retired.

The Constitution provides, that * from the per-
‘sons having the highest numbers, not exceeding
! three, on the list voted fur as President, the House
‘of Representatives shall cHoosE immediately, by
‘ ballot, a President.,”

The friends of General Jackson now, as a matter
of conrse, eagerly advanced the doctrine that a
| plurality of votea for any one candidate shonld be
| considered as decisive of the will of the People, and
thould influence the members of the House in their
votes. Asif & mere plurality, forsooth, ought to
swallow up a majority! A more dangerous doe-
trine, and one more directly opposed to the spirit of
the Constitution, could not well be imagined. It
cannot be called Democratie, for it does not admit
the prevelence of the will of the mujority in the
Election, It was, in fact, a dogma engendered for
the occasion by the friends of the candidete, who
happened to come into the House with a plurality
of votes.

Mr. Clay was not to be dregooned ioto the admie-
sion of any such principle. He resvlved to be guid-
ed by what was plainly the letter and epirit of the
Constitution, and to give his vote to that man, whom
he belicved 1o be the most competent to preside over
the destinies of the Republic. By & perronal visit
to Mr. Crawford he had satisfied himeelf that that
gentleman wasr too broken down in health 1o dis-
charge with fiting energy the duties of the Chief
Magistracy. His option lay, therefore, between
Messrs. Adams and Jackzon.

We have seen what were Mr. Clay’s views of the
character of Gencral Jackson aa far back as 1819,
when the Seminole question was before the Houre.
Was it possible that he should regard those uaits,
which, in the roldier, had led to conduct, at war
with the Constitution, as qualifications in the Pre-
sident T General Jackaon was, furthermore, under-

by Mr. Young. To heal this division and give the united
strength of that Party to Mr. Crawfird, the nomination of Gov-
ernor was tewlered to Mr, Young., He aceepted the nomination
and from that time he and his fricnds abandoned Mr. C.and gave
their sufjllluﬂ.. to Mr. Crnwfond. i

But fur this sraneeient, it is certain that Mr. Cloy would
bave reveived Electoral Votes enough, from the Btate of New-
York, to have carned Lim luts the House with General Jackson
and Mr, Adnma,

Mer. Cloy lid stiil many friends in the Senate and Amembly,
who united in supporting a Tirket consisting of twenty-tive
Adama men and eleven Crawford men. OF . however, it
was understiod that some preferred Mr. Clay, and would cast
their votes fur him, in the event that by so doing he could ba
brought ino the fiouse, But befire the vote nf the Electornd
Lqﬂ;&c was given, the news of the lus of Lovisiana was re-
ceived, which wns thought to ..t 2o end to the enntin .
?nd the Electors fiiendiy tu Mr. Clay voted, some for Mr. Craw-
+rd, and some jor Mr. Adams.
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stood to be hostile to those great systems of Inter-
nal Improvement and protection to home manufac-
tures, which Mr. Clay had epeng the best part of his
public lie in establishing. At leasr, the General’s
virws were vacillating and undecided on these points,
Could Mr. Clay be called upon to sacrifice those
important intercsts on the shrine of merely sectional
partiulity— for the sake of having a Western rather
than an Eastern man to preside over the Union ?

No! Henry Clay was not to be influenced by such
narrow and unworthy considerations. He has himszelf
said : ** Had I voted for General Jackson in oppo-
4 gition to the well known opinions which I enter-
i tained of him, one-tenth part of the ingenuity and
1+ geal which have been employed to excite preju-
i dices against me, would have held me up to uni-
sversal contempt ; and, what would have been
tworse, I should have felt that I really deserved 12"
According to the testimony of his friend, Gen. Call,
Gen. Jackson himself never expected that he would
receive the vote of Mr. Clay.

With Mr. Adams, Mr. Clay had always been on
amicable if not on intimate terms, At Ghent, they
had diff:red on & question of public policy, but they
both had too much liberality of soul to make their
dinsimilarity of opinion a cause of personal displea-
sure and variance. The Speaker saw in Mr. Adama,
a statesman highly gifted, profoundly learned, and
long ond greatly experienced in public affairs at home
and abroad.

How could he in conscience hesitate when the
choice lay between two such men? He did not he-
situte. He had never hesitated. Long before he
left Kentueky, according to the testimony of the
Hon. John J. Crittenden, gix of the Kentucky dele-
gation in Congreas, and some hundreds of respecta-
ble citizens, Mr. Clay declared that he could not
imagine the contingency in which he would vote for
General Jackson. A still more important witness,
in the person of the great and good LAFAYETTE, came
forward to testifly in Mr. Clay’s behalf] as the fol-
lowing extract from his letter to Mr. Clay will show :

“ My remembrance concurs with your own on this
point: that in the latter end of December either be-
fure or after my visit to Annapolis, vou being out of
the presidential candidature, and afier having ex-

ressed my above-mentioned motives of forbearance,

+ by way of confilential exception, allowed myself
to put a simple, unqualified question, rerpecting
{uur electioneering guess, and your intended vote,

‘onr unswer was, that in vour opinion, the actual
stute of health of Mr. Crawford had limited the con-
trst to a choice between Mr. Adams and General
Jackson; that a claim foundrd on military achieve-
ments did notl meet your preference, AND THAT YOU
HAl! CONCLUDED TO ¥uTE FOR Mi. Apams.”

Nutwithstanding the flagitious attempt to influ-
ence his vote, Mr. Clay unhesitatingly gave it for
Mr. Adams, nnd decided the election in his favor.
He went further. YWhen, after he was seated in the
Presidential Chair, Mr. Adams offered him the See-
returyship of State, he had the moral courage to ac-
ceplat i defiance of the storm of calumny, exasper-
ation and malignant opposition, which he knew that
act would bring down upon him.

This was a critical period in Mr. Clay’s public
life—a bold, intrepid and magnanimous movewment.
We know that he now thinks it was a misiaken one,
In his speech of the O0th of June, 1642, at Lexington,

‘out of my underrating the power of detraction and
¢ the force of ignorance, and abiding with too surea
‘confidence in the conscious integrity and upright-
* ness of my own motives. Of that ignarance, [ had
‘ a remarkable and laughable example on an ocea-
tgion which [ will relate. I was travelling, in 1828,
¢ through, I believe it was, Spottsylvania in Virgin-
‘jn, on wmy return to Washington, in company with
‘gome young friends. We halted at night at a tavern,
‘kept by an aged gentleman, who, I quickly per-
¢ ceived, from the disorder and confusion which reign-
‘ed, had not the happinesss to bave a wife. After
‘a hurried and bad supper, the old gentleman =at
t down by me, and without hearing my name, hut
‘understanding that [ was from Kentucky, remarked
¢ that he had four sons in that State, and that he was
{ yery sorry they were divided in politics, two being
‘ for Adams and two for Jackson; he wished they
‘were all for Jackson. Why ? I asked him. Be-
‘cause, he said, that fellow Clay, and Adams, had

cheated Jackson out of the Presidency. Have you
‘ever seen any evidence, my old friend, said I, of
i that? No, he replied none, and he wanted to see
‘none. Baut, [ obeerved, looking him directly and
¢ gteadily in the face, suppose Mr. Clay were 1o
‘come here and assure you, upon his honor, that it
¢t waa all a vile calumny, and not a word of truth in
¢ir, would you believe him? No, replied the old
¢ gentleman promptly and emphatically. 1 said to
‘him, in conclusior, will you be good enough to
¢ thow me to bed, and bade him good night. The
‘next morning, having in the interval learnt my
‘ name, he came 10 me full of apologien, but I at
tonce put him at his ease by assuring him that I
tdid not feel in the slizhtest degree hurt or offended
¢ with him.”

With deference, we munt express our dissent from
Mr. Clay in regarding his acceptance of office under
Mr. Adams as an “error.” It may have been, so
far as his personal inleresls were concerned, erro-
neous, and impolitic ; but, in reference to his public
duties. it was right; it was honest; it was courage-
ous. Both Madison and Monroe had offered him
the highest offices in their gift ; but the country was
at those times in such a state, that he thought he
could make himeelf more useful in Congress; and
he refused tnem. None but the ignorent and bare-
minded conld eredit the monstrous assertion, that he
had made the promise of the Secretaryship the con-
dition of giving his vote for Mr. Adems.

Mr. Clay may have been temporarily injured by
the wretched elander; und it will be reen, as we ad-
vance in his biography, that after it had been drop-
ped by Kremer, it was revived by General Jackson.
But we do not believe that there is at this time a
single person of moderate intelligence in the coun-
try, who attaches the least credit to the story, tho-
rouzhly exploded as it has been by the most abun-
dant and triumphant testimony.

It is, thereforc, because we have faith in the ul-
timate prevalence of truth, that we do not think Mr.
Clay was in error, when he so far deficd his tradu-
cers @8 to accept the very office which they had
previously accused him of bargaining for. The
clouds which for the mowent hide Truth from our
sight only make her shine the brighter when they

ba says: “ My error in acceptling the offi.e arose | are dissipated. In the words of Spenser:
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'* It often falls in course of common life,
That Right lang time is overburae of Wronz,
Ehﬂ:l: AVATICE, uf ].?r‘eram gl;ihiz,dl.:]r !tnilze;
ut dustice, though her doom prisbon
Yet ut the last she will her uwn cause nig l.|.1.‘;I

Mr. Clay may still abide, * witha sure confidence,
in the conscivus integrity and uprightness of his
own motives." Slander has done her worst. Ne-
ver befure, in the history of our government, was a
public man so bLitterly assailed by every weapon
and engine that unprincipled detraction and malig-
nant party hostility could invent. For years, the
oppoeition, in the face of the most decided and com-
plete refutations of the caluiwny—and notwithstand-
ing the original inventors had themselves confessed
its falsity—continued to thrust it before the public,
until, at length, they could find none so mean and
ignorant to credit it. The natural reaction has ta-
ken place; and every lLonest heart now visita with
indignation any attemnpt to resuscitate the crushed
and obscene lie. Mr. Cluy’s reputution has come
forth whiter and purer from the ordeal.  The “ most
fine gold” is all the more bright because of those
who would have dimined its lusire. The stream of
time is fast bearing down to oblivion the frail and
unfounded falsehoods of hiz enemies; but the pil-
lars of his renown, based aa they are upon inesti-
mable public services, remain unshaken and unim-
paired.

Mr. Clay eptered upon the duties of his new post
in March, 1825. In him the Houee of Representa-
tives lost the ablest amd most efficient speuker that
had ever graced the chair. The best proof of his
popularity may be found in the eloquent fact, that
from the time of his first entry into the House in 1811
to 1825, with the exception of two years when he was
voluntarily absent, he was chosen to preside over
their deliberetions almost without oppesition. The
period of his Speakership will always be regarded
a8 an epoch in the history of our Federal Legisla-
ture., Perhaps the most remarkable characterietic
of his Presidency over the Honse, was his perfect—
hie unimpeachable impartiality. Both foes and
friends bore testimony tu this truit without a dis-
senting voice. Strong as were his party feelinge,
they never could induce him, even in the very tem-
pest and whirlwind of dcbate, to treat an opponent
with unfairness or undue neglect. His decisions
were always prompt, yet never so hasty as to be re-
versed by the House. Notwithstanding the many
momentous and agitating questions which were die-
euesed while he occupied the chair, he was never
known to lose his selfporscssion, or to fail in pre-
serving the dignity of his position.

During the long period of his service (some twelve
or thirteen years) in the chair, such was the confi-
dence reposed in his impartiality and the rectitude
of his judgment, that appeals were rarely taken
from his decision—during the last years of his in-
cumbency, scarcely one.

It was under Mr. Clay's administration of the
duties of the chair, that the present use of the pre-
vious quertion in terminating debate was establish-
ed. In England it is employed to put by or post-
pone a subject which it is deemed improper to de-
bate ; and then, when the House of Commons do
not choose to hear an unacceptuble debater, he in si-
lenced by being ehufiled or coughed down. Cer-
tainly it is more orderly, and less invidious, for the

House iteelf to determine when a subject shall be
put to the question and all debate upon it stopped
And every dcliberative body ought necessarily to
possess the power of deciding when it will ex-
press its judgment or opinion upon aumy projosi-
tion before it, and, consequently, when debute shall
close.

It has been seen, that Mr. Clay’s presiding in the
chair did not prevent his aking an active and lead-
ing part in all the great measures that came before
the House in committee of the whole. His spirits
were always buoyant, and his manner in debate ge-
nerally animated, and svmetimes vehement. Dut
he never carried from the floor to the chigir the ex-
cited feelings arising in debate. There he was still
composed, dignified, authoritative, but perfectly
impartial. His administration of its duties com-
manded the undivided praise of all partiea.

Uniformly cheerful when on the flour, he fometimes
indulged in repartee. The lute General Alexan-
der Sinyth of Virginia, a man of ability and re-
aearch, was an excessively tedious epeaker, worry-
ing the House and prolonging his #peeches by no-
nierous quotations. On one of theee occasions, when
he bad been more then ordinerily tiresome, while
hunting up an authority, he cbserved to mr. Clay,
who was sitting near him, * you, eir, speak for the
present generation; but I epeak for posterity.”—
“ Yen," gaid Mr. Clay, “ end you scem resolved o
epeak until the arrival of your nudience !

The late Governor Lincoln of Maine was a gentle-
an of fine feelings, cloquent, but declamatory. On
one occasion, when addressing the House of Repre=
sentatives, of which he was a member, on the Ke-
volutionary Peneion Bill, in answer to an argument
that it would be a serivus churge upon the T'reasu-
ry of long continuance, as maeny of the officers and
soldiers would live a great while, he burst vut inte
the putriotic exclamation, * Soldiers of the Revolu-
tion, live for ever!"" Mr. Clay followed him, incul-
cating moderution, and cuncluded by turning to Mr.
Liucoln, with an arch smile, and observing, “1 hopo
my worthy friend will not insist upon the very great
duration of these penzions, which he has suggested.
Will he not consent, by way of a compromise, to a
term of Y99 years instead of eternity 1

— i —
CHAPTER IX.

Account of Mr. Clay's Intercourse with General Jackson—FPew
erley Carter’s Letter—Genemn] Jackson the Accwser of Mg
Clay—=D0lr. Burhanan—Final Refutation of the Blander—Ms
Adums”s Testimeny—Repeated maore strongly in 1845—4ppo-
sition to Mr. Adams's Administeation—Its Charneter—John
Handolph's Asaolts—Eiis Lucl with Mr, Cluy—Last Inter-
view with Mr. Clay in 1833—Impaired stnte of Mr. Clay’s

ealth—Quelifications fur the Secretaryship—"The Punoma
Instructions—Objects progn sed in the Paname Cungress—Ar.,
Clay's Letter to Mr. Middletun—His Negotintivns while See-
retary of State—Treatiws—Documents fram his pen—Policy of
Mr. Adams's Administrtion=L"oalition of the Opposition-—
Their Consistency—"The Unolonial Bill—Mr. Yan Buren—
Modes of Autack—Federalism und Lemocracy—Jacksinicm
and Fedemlism [dentified—Presidential Election of IEB—
Choice of Andrew Jacksun—Eeonomy under Adums, Juck-
son, end Van Buren—Mr. Cliy's views toward the new Ad-

ninistrotion—He leaves 'i-‘u.'mhunﬁlun—_j:im attemnpt to njume

private credit—Hrs Letter to B, Wickliffe, Esg.

MR. CLAY has himself given to the public a his-
tory of his intercourre with General Jackson. It
may be found in his epeech of 1838in the Senate on
the Sub-Treasury Scheme.

# My acquaintance,’” he says, * with that extra-
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ordinary man commenced in this city, in the Fall of
1815 or 1816, Lt was short, but highly reapectful
and omntually cordial. 1 beheld in him the gallant
and sicce-sful General, who, by the glorious vie-
tory ot New-Orleans, had hunorably elozed the sec-
vod War ot our ludependence, and I poid him the
howsase due for that ewinent service. A few yeuars
after, it became my pmnful duty to animadvert, in
the House of Representatives, with the indepen-
denve which belongs to the Represewmative charac
ter, upon some of his }}I')rucmediugs in the conduct of
the Scniinole VWar, which 1 thought illegal and con-
wrary to the Constitution and the law of Nations. A
pon intercourse between ues ensued, which continued
until the Fall of 1824, when, he being a member of
the Senate, an accominodation between us was
sought to be brought ubout by the principal part of
the delegution from his own State. For that pur-
pose, we were invited to dine with them at Clax-
ton's bourding-house on Capitel Hall, where my
venernble friend from Tcnnessee (Mr. White) and
his colleagne on the Spanish Co'nmission, were both
resent. | retired early frum dinner, and was fol-
vwed to the door by Genersl Jackson and the pre-
sent Minister of the United States at the Court of
Madrid (vir. Eaton.) They pres-ed me cameetly 1o
take u scat with them in their carriage. My taithful
gervunt und friend, Charles, was stauding at the door
waiting for me withmy own. 1 yielded to their ur-
gent politeness, directed Charles to fullow with my
enrringe, and they sat me down by my own door.
We atterward frequently met, with mutual respect
and cordiality : dined several times rogether, and
reciproc ited the hospitality of our respective quar-
ters. ‘This friendly intercourse continued umtil the
election, in the Hous: of Representatves, of a Pre-
sideut of the United States, came on in February,
1825. [ gave the vote which, in the contingeucy
thut happened, [ told my colleague, (Mr. Critten-
den,) who gits hefore me, prior to my departure from
Kentueky, in November, iiﬂ-i, and told others, that
Ishounld give. All intercourse ceased between Gen-
crul Jick-on and myself. We have never since, ex-
cept ouce accidentally, exchunged sulutations, nor
met, except on oceasions wheu we were perforining
the last offices toward decensed members of Con-

rens, or other officers of Government. Immediate-
y atter my vote, A TRNCOTOUS war was comimenced
againet me, and all the barking dogs let lovse upon
me. | =hall not trace it during it ten years' bitter
coutinuance., Butl thank my God that I stand here,
firm and erect, unbent, unbroken, unsubdued, un-
awed, and reudy to denounce the mischievous mea-
sures of this Administration, and ready to denounce
this, its leguimate offspring, the most pernicious of
..li.Tl

Directly after the adjournment of the 191h Con-
greas, a letter, dated March 8, 1825, appeared in the
newspapers, purporting to relate a conversution of
the writer with General Jackson, in which the lat-
ter gaid that Mr. Clay’a friends in Congresa pro-
posed to hia friends (Gen. J.'s} that if they would
promise for him, that Mr, Adams should not be con-
tinued as Secretary of State, Mr. Clay and his
fricnds would at once elect General Jackson Presi-
dent; and that he (Gen. Jackson) indignantly re-
jected the proposition. Mr., Carter Beverly, the au.
thor of this letter, wrote to Gen. Jackson, soon after
its appearance, for o confirmation of its statementa.

Generul Jackeon replied, in a letter dated June 5,
1827 —maore than tico years after the charge was first
made ;—lut just in season to operate upon approach-
ing elections; and, in his reply, directly charged the
frivnds o' Mr, Clay with having proposed to Lim,
(Jucksun,) through a distinguished Member of Con-
§7¢33, to vote for him, in case he would declare that

Mr. Adams should not be coutinued as Secretary of
State; and insinuated thot this proposition waa made
by authority of Mr. Clay; and to strength-n that
insinuation, asserted that immediately afier the re-
jrction of the proposition, Mr. Clay came out openly
for Mr. Adama.

To this proposition, according to his own account,
General Jackson returned for answer, that hefore ha
would reach the Presidential Chair by such meanas
of bargain and corruption, “ he would see the earth
open, and swallow both Mr. Clay and his friends
and himself with them!"—a reply, which was no
doubt literally true inasmuch as *such means™
could never have been used to elevote the Hero of
New-Orleans to the Presidency.

General Jackson gave up the name of Mr. Bu-
chanan of Pennsylvania as * the distinguished Mem-
ber of Congress,” to whom he had alluded in his
letter to Mr. Beverly. Mr. Buchanan being thus
involved in the controversy, althouzh a personal and
political friend of General Jackson, made a state-
ment which entirely exculpated Mr. Clay and his
friends from all participation in the alleged proposi-
tion. He stated, that in the month of December, a
rumor was in circulation at Washington, that Gen.
Jackson intended, il elected, to keep Mr. Adains in
as Secretary of State. Believing that such a belief
would cool his friends and inspire his opponents
with confidence, and being a supporter of General
Jackson himself, he thought that the General onght
to contradict the report.  He accordingly ealled on
him, and made kvown his views ; to which General
Jackson replied, that though he thought well of Mr.
Adams, he had never said or intimted, that he
would or would not, appoint him Secretary of State.
Mr. Buchanan then asked permission to repeat this
answer to any person he thonght proper, which was
rranted, and here the conversation ended.  And out
of such flimsy materials had General Jackson con-
structed hia rancorons charge against Mr. Clay!

Mr. Buchanan further stated, that he called on
General Jackson zolely n= his friend, and upon hia
own responsibility, and not as an agent for Mr. Clay,
or any other person; that he had never been a
friend of Mr. Clay during the Presidential contest;
and that ke had not the most distant idea thatl Gen.
Jackson belicped, or suspected that he came on be-
half of Mr. Clay, or of his friends, until the publi-
cation of the letter, making that nccusation.

Nothwithstanding all grounda for the charge
were thus annihilated by the testimony of the * Jis-
tinguished Member of Congress”—himself’ a warm
partizan of General Jackson—the asinine ery ar
bargain and corruption was still kept up by the op-
ponents of the Administration ; and the most auda-
cious aesertions were substituted for proofa.

At length, although not the elightest ghadow of
anything resembling evidence had been produced in
support of the calumny, a body of testimony per-
fectly overwhelming was produced againetit, A
Circular Letter war addressed to the Western Mem-
hera (for they alone were accused of being implis
cated in the alleged transaction) who vated for Mr.
Adama in the election by Congress in 1525, request-
ing to know whether there was any fouundution for
the charge in the letter of Genernl Jackson,

They ull (with the exeception of Mr. Cuok, whe
was dead) utterly disclaimed the knowledge of any
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proposition made by Mr. Clay, or his friends, to
Generul Jackson, or to any other person; and also
explicitly disclaimed any negotigtion with respect
o their votes on that occasion. Un the contrary,
the members from Ohio stated that they had deter-
mined upon voting for Mr. Adams previous Lo their
being informed of Mr. Clay's intention, and with-
out having aecertained his views.

The members from Kentucky, who voted with
Mr. Clay, expressed their ignorance of conditions of
any fort having been offered by his friends to any
person, on compliance with which their vote wus
to depend.

The members from Louisiana and Misrouri, coin-
eided in these declarativue, and they all professed
their belief in the fulschood of the charges againut
Mr. Clay. on account of his conduct vn that vecasion.

In addition 1o this testimony, letters were pro-
duced from well known individuals, satiefuctorily

establishing the fuet that Mr. Clay, previous to his
leaving hia reeidence in Kentucky for Washington,
in the Full of 1524, repeatrdly made declarations of
his preference for Mr. Adams over General Juck
son, through the months of October, November, De-
sember and January following, until be executed
that intention on the 9th of Febuary, 1825, in the
House of Represematives. We have already quo-
ted from Genernl Lufuyetie’s letter to Mr. Clay a
peesage confirming this ample testimony.

Such a mass of evidence ¢ffectually crushed the
accusation vespecting & bargain, and eonvinced the
public, that in voting for Mr. Adams, Mr. Clay and
his friends conecientiously dischurged their dury;
and that they could not have voted vtherwise without
palpable inconsistency.

When, on the occaeion of hia speech of June, 1842,
at Lexington, Mr. Clay alluded to this calumny, of
which we have given a brief history, somebody cried
out, that Mr. Carter Beverly, who had been made
the organ of announcing it, had recently borne testi-
mony 1o its being unfounded. Mr. Clay soid it was
true that he had voluntarily borne auch testimony.
But, with great earnestness and emphazis, Mr. Clay
said, I want no testimony ; here—here—HERE—
{repeatedly touching his heart, amid tremendous
cheera)—kere is the best of all witnesses of my in-
ROCERCE.

Boun after the close of hie sdminietration, Mr. Ad-
mm®, in reply to an uddress from a commitiee of gen-
tlemen in New Jersey, spuke in the following terms
of Mr. Clay:

& Upon him (Mr. Clay) the fouleet slanders have
been showered. Long known and appreciated, as
succe=rively & Member of hoth Houses of your Na-
rional Legislature, as the umivalled Speaker, and,
at ihe same thine, mo=t efficient leader of debates in
one of thein ; ua as able and enceersful negotiator for
your interesta in war and peace, with foreign powers,
end as o powerful candidute for the highest of your
truste—the Department of Stute jtself was a station,
whkich, by itz bestowal, could confer neither profit
sor houwor upen him, but upon which he hae shed
unfading honor, by the manner in which he haa dis-
sharged its duties. Prejudice pnd passion have
charged him with obtaining that office by bargain
and corruption. Before you, niy fellow-citizens, in
#he presence of owr country and Hearen, I pro-
mounce that charge lotaily unfounded. ‘This tribute
of juerice is due from me to hun, and I seiza, with
pleasure, the opportunity afforded me by your letter,
af discharging the obligation.

“ As to my motives for tendering to him the De-
partment of State when I did, let that man who ques-
tions them come forward. Let him look around
among Stateamen aud Legislators of this Nation und
of that day. Let him then select nnd name the mun
whom, by his pre-eminent talema, by hia splendid
services, by his ardent patriotiem, by his all-embra-
cing public spiri, by lus fervid elogquence in helualf
of the rights and liberties of munhkind, by his lon
experience in the affairs of the Union, foreign m:s
domestic, a President of the United Stutes, intent
only upon the honor and welfare of his couniry, ought
to have preferred to Henry Crav. Let him nome
the man, and then judge you, my fellow-citizens, of
my motives."”

During his visit to the West in the fall of 1843,
Mr. Adams conlirmed this denial in the etrongest
terms, which it is pussible for the human tongue 10
employ.

I thank you, sir,” eaid he, in his epeech at Mays-
ville, (Ky.) * for the opportunity you have given me
¢ of speaking of the great Stuterman who was asso-
¢ vinted with me in the administration of the General
* Government, at my earnest solicitation—wheo be-
‘ longs not to Kentucky alone, but to the whole Un-
“ion; and is not ouly an honor 10 this State and this
* Nation, but to mankind. The charges to which you
‘reler, 1 have, after my term of service had expired,
‘and it was proper for me to speak, denied befure
* the whole country ; and I here reiterate and reaf-
‘ firm that denial ; and as I expect shortly 1o uppear
‘ before my Guod, to answer for the conduct of my
“whole lite, should those charges have found theim
‘way to the Throne of Eternal Justice, | wiLL, 1n
'THE PRESENCE OF OHNIFOTENGE, PROMOUNCE
‘THEM FALSE."

In his address at Covington, (Ky.) Mr. Adoms
said, in allusion to the hospitalities, which he had
met with: “Not only have 1 received invitations
‘ from public bodies and cities, but aleo from indivi-
* duals, among the first of whom was that great man,
¢ your own citizen, who, during a very large portion
tof iny public life, and in various public capucities,
‘and in several instances in matters relating to your
¢ intereets, has been my associate and friend, und the
* recollection of whom, brings me to the acknowledg-
‘ ment, before this whole nssembly, that in all the
‘ various capacities in which | have known him to
¢ act, whether as associate, as assistant, or ucting in-
* dependently of e, in his own iudividual charucter
* and capacity, I have ever lound him not only one of
¢ the ablest men with whom 1 have ever co-operated,
‘ but also of the most amiable and worthy.”’*

We have but imperfectly sketched the history of
the flagitious meusures which were adonted to Llast

* Mr. Adams, of wham it may be said, ™ age ennnot mar, nor
custan stale his infivite varicty,'" still retains E: exalted estimnte
of Mr. Clay"s talent aimd potrivtism, and is his srdent suppornse
tier the Presidency, A currespondent of the Newark Linily Ad-
verliser says:

** [huve frequently vheerved Indies” altmaime eirculoting through
the House !l.l!lf Benate Utamber, with the view of eollecting tﬁg
autographs of the Members, One this morning, helubging o a
roqurl}ndr ln:“f attrarted l'lllrlll'llit‘rﬁhlll!‘r!llﬂir!rll'lm_. Tpon ex-
ain;. tun wund it conteined n puge of well written puetr
ilmtedd ¥3d :full;r. 1842, in the tremulows hapd-writing of Jchn d:
Adams.  T'his piere was descriptive of the wild chaes nt present
sprentl over our politicol affairs, and woticipated coming cvents
whirh w-uld bring order vut of disorder. 1'he closisg vers: was
as follows :

Bay, for whoee brow this [anrel crown T
or whom this web of lifi is spinmng {
Turn this, thy Album, ug~ide down,
take the end fur the beginning.”
** The meaniie « Frhis was somew hat mystical, ut by tuming
to the back of the book, and inverting § its lirwt page a piecs
was fuund with the signature of H. L“E.:i"‘:l?' !
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the political reputation of Mr. Clav and break down
the Administration, of which he was the main orna-
ment and support. To the future hiatorian we leave
the task of commenting, in adequate terms of repro-
bation, upon the conduct of those unprincipled men
who originated the slander, and continued to circu-
late it long after it had been proved to be utterly
wogrounded. That it answered the purpose for
which it wes intended ; that it was the mostefficient
instrument employed to trammel and defeat Mr.
Adams's Administration there can now be little
doubt. The recklessness and audacity with which
it was persisted in unatil it had served its end,—the
econduct of Mr. Kremer, as he vacillated between
his grrod impulses and the party ties by which he
was fettered,—and subsequent developments, still
fresh in the remembrance of many of our readers,
showed that the promulgation of the calumny wes
the result of a regularly planned conspiracy.

We refer those who would aatisly themselves of
this fact, as well as of the sufficiency of the proofs
by which this ¢ measureless lie’ was overwhelined,
to the proceedings in the House of Representatives,
instituted at Mr. Clay’s instance in February, 1825 ;—
to the rubsequent letter of Carter Beverley, detailing
a conversation at General Jackeon's ;—to Mr. Clay's
Letter to the Publie, challenging his enemny to pro-
duce his testimony ;—to Gen. Jackeon's surrender
of the nume of Mr. Buchanan as the “distinguished
BMember of Congress" upon whose suthority the
charge of corruption was reiterated againat Mr.
Clay ;—t0 Mr. Buchansn’s complete and decided
disclaimation of any intention on his part of ever
giving countenance to the charge ;—to Mr. Clay’s
pamphilets, publizhed in 1827-8, embodying a mass
of testimony disproving the charge ;—to Mr. Bucha-
nan's atatemente on the floor of the House of Repre-
sentutives and the Senate, avowing his disbeliel of
the charge ;—and finally to Carter Beverley's letter,
publiched in 1841, repudiating the calumny as desti-
tute of the elightest foundation in truth, and making
such atonement as he could for having given cur-
rency to it in his letter of 1325."

A review of these transactions cannot fail to
arouse popular indignation, on account of the per-
mecutions to which Mr. Clay was subjected in con-
sequence of the calumny, and to react its authors
and propagators. That the most satisfactory ev-
dence of the reality of such a reaction will be
given in the Presidential Election of 1844, we do not
entertain the shadow of a lingering doubt.

Rarely has an Administration been subjected to
mm opposition 8o unrelenting, so vindictive and eo
determined as that which assailed the Presidency of
John Quincy Adamas, The motives of that opposi-
tion appear to have been purely selfish and merce-
pary ; for the policy of Mr, Adans resembled that
of his predecessor, whose Secretary of State he had
been, and it was little calculated to call down a viru-
lent hostility. In his views of the powera of the
General Goveinment he was more liberal than Mr.
Monroe. He was friendly to the American System
of Internal Improvement and Protection, which had
been so ably vindicnted by Mr. Clay; and all his

* All these documents may be found in Nilev's Register. We
mﬂ. that our limitz will net permit 1e to expose, in its full de-
ity, the whole of this i‘lﬁﬁlﬂulll lut against !'ir“ll;lg-h'{?_nl
must presume grently upon the ignurance o ir,
m"ﬂ‘.“hﬂl\f uu:;dlu.p;}mmnhminth-lmm

meagures were conceived in a truly generous, re-
publican and patrioiic #pirit.

A great clamor was most unjustly raised about
the expenses of hiz Administration. At this day the
iniquity of this charge is eo apparent as to render it
unworthy a scrious confutation. It hecomes in-
deed laughable when placed side by side nith the
list of Presidential expenditures under Mr. Van Bu-
ren. In the distribution of his official patronage Mr.
Adams appears to have been actuated hy the purest
and most honorable motives. Not a single removal
from office on political grounds was made by his
authority ; and in no one instance doea he reem to
have been impelled by cousiderations of s-lf-inter-
est or with a view to ultimate personal advantage.

The circumstances under which he came into of-
fice, however, were & continual eource of uneasi-
ness to the friends of Jackson and Cruwford; and
his Administration, able and honorable to the coun-
iry as it was, was constantly assailed. John Ran-
dolph, who had now a seat in the Senate, waa espe-
cially bitter and per=onal in his denunciations. The
eccentricities of that extraordinary man induced
many persons to believe that he was partially de-
ranged in his intellect. His long, desultory and
immethodical harangues were a serious impediment
to legialative businese, while his elfish tavms and
reckless aesanlts upon individuals were =0 frequent,
that he seemed at length 1o have arrived at the con-
clusion that he enjuyed superior immunitiea in de-
bate—that he was, in fact, “a chartered libertine.”
In one of the numerous discussions upon the *ana-
ma Misaion, he took occasion to animadvert in the
most offensive manner upon the conduct of Mr. Clavy,
and denounced the harinony existing beiween the
Secretary of State and the President as a “coali-
tior of Blifil and Black George ;" a combination of
 the Puritan with the Black-leg.”

When called upon by Mr. Clay to explain or re-
tract these expressions, he refused. A hostile meet-
ing coneequently ensued between them on the 8th
of April, 1826. After two ineffectual fires it result-
ed in the reconciliation of the parties—Jolin Ran-
dolph having given additional evidence, by his con-
duct and appearance on the oceasion, that his eccen-
tricity, if it did not border on insanity, was separa=
ted from it by a very slicht partition,

The last interview hetween Mr. Clay and Mr.
Randolph was on the 2d or 3d of March, 1833, a
few weeksa before Mr. R’s death, when he was on
his way to Philadelphia, where he died. He came
to the Senate Chamber, unable to stand or walk
without assistance. The Senate was in session by
candle-light, and Mr. Clay had risen to make sume
obeervations on the Compromise Act. * Help me
up,” said Mr. Randolph, eirting in a chair, and
addressing his half-brother, Mr. B. Tucker; “ I
have come here to hear that voice.”” As soon as
Mr. Clay had concluded hia r-marks, he went to
Mr. Randolph, and they cordially shook hands and
exchanged ralutetions.

The health of Mr. Clay during the whole period
of his residence at Washington, as Secretnry of
Btate, was exceedingly utfavorable—so much so,
that at one time he had fully determined to resign
the office. He was persnaded, however, to remuin ;
ana, nutwithstanding the deprescing influence upon
mental and physical exertion of bedily infirmi~



LU

Life of Henry Clay.

ty, he dizcharged 1he complicate and laborious duties
of the Secreturyship with a fidelity and efliciency
that hinve never been surpassed. In the recorda of
his labors, in hid in=tructions to Ministere, and his nu-
merous leiters npon aubjects of forcicn and domes-
tic concern, the archives of the State Department
contain a lasting monument to his transcendent
abilities as & statesman and his indefatigability as a
public officer.

One of the ablest state papers in the diplomatic
annals of the United States ia the letter of instrue-
tions of Mr. Clay to the Delegation to Panama. The
story of this Mission may Le briefly twld. A Con-
gress wus proposed to be held at Panama or Tacu-
baya, to be composed of Delegates fromn the Repub-
lics of Mexico, Colombia and Central America, to
deliberute on subjects of importance to all, and in
which the welfure und interest of sll might be in-
volved., The threntening arpect of the Holy Alli-
ance rowards the free Governments of the new world
huad induced the late President, Mouroe, to declare
that the United States would not view with indif-
ference any interference on their part in the contest

between Spain and her former Colonies; and the
Governments of the new Republics were naturally
led to suppose that our own was Niendly to the ob-
jects proposed in the contemplated Congress. In |
the =~pring of 1825, invitations were given on the |

part of Colombia, Mexico and Central America to |
the United States to send Cormuissioners to IPa- |
naing.

In reply to this proposition, coming from the Min-
isters of those powers at Washington, Mr. Clay
said, that hefore such o Crngrees met, it appeared
to hiin expedient to adjust, as preliminary marters,
the precise oljects to which the attentivn of the
Cunures=s would be directed, and the substance and
the furm of the powers of the Ministers representing
the scveral Republica.  This suggertion ealled forth
answers, which were not conzidered as sufficiently
precise; but still 1o munifest the sensibility of the
United States to what concerned the wellare of Ame-
rica, and to the friendly feelings of the #punish Ame-
ricun States, the President determined to accept
their invitations, and to send Ministers with the con-
sent of the Senate.

In March, 1829, a call having been made in the
Senate for copies of the instructiops given to our
Mini-ters at I"'anama, Mr. Adams transmitted them;
and they were soon afterwards published, notwith-
standing a rancorous attempt on the part of the op-
position to prevent their appeurance ; so creditable
were they to the Administration that was going out
of power, and to Mr. Clay, their author; and so
completely did they refute the elanders, which had
been propagated in connection with the Migeion.
Few state popers in the archives of the Govern-
ment will compare, in point of ebility, with thia let-
ter of instructions of Mr. Clay. It was, perhaps,
the most claborate paper prepared by him whilst in
the Department of State.  The liberal principles of
commerce und navigation, which it proposed; the
securitivs fur neutral and mari.ime rights, which it
souplit; the whole eystem of internutional and Ame-
rican policy, which it aimed to establich ; and the
prepuratory measures, which it recommended, for

sniting the two Uceans by a Canal, constitute i

one of the boldest, most original, compreliensive and
stutesmman-like documenrs on record.

Another masterly paper from the pen of Mr Clay
is his letter of Muy, 1825, to our Minizter ot 8n
Perer-burgh, Mr. Middleton, instructing him to en-
gage the Russian Governmient to contributu its beet
exertions toward terminating the contest then ¢xise-
ing between Spain and her Colonies. The nppeal
was not in vain. Through Mr. Clay’s exertions,
the policy of recognizing the Independruce of
Greece, and gending a Minister to that country, was
aleo at length acquiesced in; and the effect of that re-
cognitivn—the first she had experienced—iu ruusing
the spirit of the struggling pation, is a matter of
history.

The number of Treaties negotiated by Mr. Clay
at the Seat of the General Government is greater

| than that of all which had ever been previouely

concluded there from the first adoption of the Cone
etitution. His Diplomatic experience—his attraci-
ive munners—his fucile and unceremonious mode of
traneacting business, rendered him u favorite with
the Foreign Ministers at Washington, and enabled
him to procure from them terme the mort advane
tagecus to the Country. During his incumbency
as Secretary, he concluded and signed Treaties
with Colombia, Central America, Denmark, Prussia
and the Hunszeatic Republic; and effected o nego-

| giation with Russia for the settlement of the ¢laime

of American citizens, e alvo concluded a Treaty
with Austria, but did not remain in office to eee it
signed.

His letters to Mr. Gallatin, our Minister at Lon-
don, in relatiovn to the trade between the |inited
Statea nnd the British Colonies, are documents of

i extraordinary interest and valve, which ably adve-
| cate & durable and obligatory arrangement by Treaty

in preterence to other medes of settlement.  Hia let-
ters to the same functionary, on the Navigation of
the St. Lawrence, and to our Chargé at London,
relative to the North-Eastern Boundary, cxhibit
much research, and a sagacious, enlighten:d and
truly American epirit. Never was the Diplomacy
of the Country so efficiently and creditubly con-
ducted as when under the charge of Henry Clay.

It has been jusily said that no policy could be
more thoroughly anti-European, and more com-
pletely American, than that of Mr. Adams’= Adwin-
istration. He would exclude all farther European
colonization from the American Continent; all in-
terference of European Monarchs, especially those
of the miscalled Holy Alliance, in Americun poli-
tics; he would render his own country, essentially,
independent of European work-shops, by fostering
American Arts, Manufactures and Scirnce, and
would strengthen her power, by rendering her force
more available through the instrmentality of Inter-
nal Improvements. To these cbjects his efforte
were directed.

Mr. Clay had long been the acknowledzed head
of the Democratic Party; the most vigorous, elo-
quent and consistent champion of their principles,
and we may add, that such he has ever continued.
In giving his vote for Mr. Adame, he believed—and
events justified his belief—that he would secure 1o
the Country an Admivistration attached to the rame
leading policy that had characterized the Adwinie-
trations of Mudison and Mooroe, with this additional
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advantage : that i would be deciledly friendly to
those greal measures of Protection and Inferual
Improvement, of which he had bren the carly and
pers:vering advocate.  But the elements of oppo-
sition, which hid remowmed inactive during the
eicht years of Mr. Monree's Presidency, began to
forin and combine aguingt his succeszor almost be-
fore he was * warm in his chair.’” The character of
shese elementa was somewhal heterogeneous; and
the partisan managers were long puzzled to find
some principles of cohesion in their opposition.
The policy of Mr. Adam= upon all important ques-
tions coincided with that of \he majority, and was
panclioned by the example of his great Democratic
predecessors, At the commencement of his term
af uffice, he had declared hie intention to follow that
example in the general outlines. He made it a rule
w remove no man from office exeept for official mis-
sondnct, and to regard, in the selection of candi-
dates for vacancies, only their moral and intellectual
qualifications. He thus voluntarily relinquished the
support which he might have derived from Execu-
tive patronage, and placed the success of his Ad-
ministration simply upon the merit of its principles
and ita mensures. What possible ground of oppo-
sition, therefore, could bhe dizcovered or invented?
® No matier: his Administration must be pul
down ;" fur an army of aspirants and office-seckers
were in the field. In the words of one of the most
distinguished of General Jackson's supporters, the
Admimstration must be put down, *“ thongh as pure
as the angels at the right hand of God.”

Sach being the tone of I'm']mg among the Oppo-
#iti i, it 18 not a matter of surprize that the weapons
einploved against Mr, Adems and his friends were
of u character directly the opposite of *angelic.’
In the first place, a gross and utterly unfounded
eharze of corruption was bronght against the Presi-
dent and the Sceretary of State.  We have seen
Bow utterly exploded, by the most positive and
overwhelming testimony, that miserable slander haa
been. Churges of extravagance were then made
against the Government; and a paltry bill for
srockery and furniture for the White House was
magnilicd into an accusation against the plain,
frugal and unaasuming Mr. Adams of an intention
%o ape ile extravagance and splendor of European
Potentates.
ditures of the Government were examined with new
and unexampled rigor, for the purpose of producing

wus dropped. By way of showing the constistency
of the Opposition, at the very time the detaclinent
in the House were arrcigning Mr. Clay for changing
the publication of the Laws from one newspaper 1o
unother, their brethren in the Senate, weler the
guidance of Mr. Van Buren, were engaged in the
attemipt to deprive the Nutional Intelligencer of the
Printing of that body!

Shortly before the termination of the Second
Session of the Nineteenth Congrese, Mr. Floyd of
Virginia announced to the public that the *com-
binations’ for effccting the elevation of General
Jackson were nearly complete. During the Ses-
sion, symptoms of the coalition began to appear;
and on several questions an organized opposition
was made manifest. Of these, we need only enu-
merate the Bankrupt Act, the bills for the gradual
improvement of the Navy, authorizing Dry Docks
and a Naval 8chool, the eppropristions for Surveys
and Internal Improvement, the Controversy between
Georgia and the General Government respecting the
Creek Treaty, the bills to augment the Duty on im-
ported Woollens, and closing the Ports of the
United States agninst British vessela fiom the
Colonies, after a limited period.

With regard to the Colonial Bill, the conduet of
the succeeding Administration upon the subject of
the West [ndia Trade may make a brief outline of
facts not innppropriate in this place. At the first
gession of the Nineteenth Congress, o bill wus intro-
duced into the Senate to accept, as far as practica-

{ ble, the terma propo-ed by the British Acts of 1623,

The ordinary and established expen-

the belief thut they originated with the Administra-

tion ; and an assertion on lus part of the President's
Constitutional right to appoint, in the vacation of

Congress, Diplomatic Agents to transact the Foreign |

businesa of the Country wes construed into an
m=urpation of a new and unconstitutional power.

It having bren discovered that the Secretary of
Btate had, in some ten or dozen cases, trunsferrcd
the employment of publishing the Laws from one
Printing E<tablishment to another, a great clamor
was rmised about an attempt  to  corrupt the
Prcgs.  The Secretary was charged with selecting
the papers for political and personal objecta; and a
Resolution was offered, in the House of Repre-
sentatives, requiring him  to  communicate the
ehunges which had been made, and his reasons
therefor. But, on ita being discovered thut the
House had no jurisdiction of the case, the inquiry

1

regulating the intercourse of Foreign Powers with
her West India Islnnds. Owing to the long and in-
terminable dvbates for political effect in that Lody at
that sessivn, the bill was not passed, and in the va-
cution the British Government interdicted the trade.
The next arssion, measures of retaliation were pro-
posed, but no definite steps were taken umtil the
close of the session ; and by a disagreement between
the two Houses, the bill was lost, and the Execu-
tive waa compelled to eluse our porrs abrupily with-
out any conditions. ‘I'he menner in which Mr. Van
Buren afterwards, when Secretary of State, availed
himself of this fuct, to disparage the administration
of Mr. Adams before the British Ministry and Na-
tion, is well known; and the mendicant oppeals
which, in his instructions to our Minister at the
Court of St. Jumes, he directed to be made 1o the
Englirh negotiators, remain a stigma on the diplo-
macy of the United Stutes. The West Indin Trade
wus a fiir and proper subject of convention between
the two countries, io be setrled on the baris of mu-
tual righta and reciprocal interests. The honor of
our country forbade any other course. If England
would rot deign to treat on this suliject, it » aa not
fur us to coax her haughty Ministera into concession
by legiclative enactments. Such was tle elevated
and patriotic view of the subject taken by Mr. Clay.
Directly opposite were 1he view afterwanls 1aken,
and the course adopted, by Mr. Van Buren.

As Mr. Adams’s administration drew to a close, it
hegnn to be apparent that it was not destined to a
sccond term, The strongest appeals were mude to
the sectionnl feelings of the Western Siates in be-
hulf of 1he candidate of the Opposition; and 1hesa
appeals were but too succeseful. In 1he various
sections of the Union, opposite reasons were urged
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with effect against the Administration. New-York
and Pennaylvauia were operated vpon by an asser-
tion, industriously circulated, that General Jackeon
was the candidate of the Democracy of the country,
and this impreesion contributed to create a strong
party in the States of Maine and New-Hampzhire.
Nothing could be more untrue than the assertion.
Many of the leaders of the old Federal party were
the most ardent personal opponents of Mr. Adame,
aml heenire the most effective enemies of his Admin-
istration. These men might afterwards be heard
claiming to be the orthodox Democratic party, and
denouncing Henry Clay—the early opponent of the
Alir n and Sedition Laws—the friend and eupporter
of Jefferzon's administration—the main pﬂlur of Ma-
dizron’s—nand the most active originator und advocate
of the Last War—ae a Federaliad !

The truth is that it has fared with the principles
of Federulism as with ite men. In the time of Mr.
Munroe there wae & general blerding of parties. A

sew anid distinet formation, on grounda at first pure- |
Iy per<onal, was made during the administration of
Gen Juckeon. As svon os there waa & division on
principles, the worst part of the old Federaliste—
soine ¢ the most bitter and envenomed—the bluck
ewcknde gentry, who had pass d their younger years
in writing pusquinades on Mr. Jeffeison's breeches,
and hud been in the habit of 1hanking Heaven that
they hud “po Democratic blood in their veins''—
went over to Gen. Jockson, and earried with thema |
epirit of ultraiem, ay, and of ultra- Federali-m, which
waz developed in the Protest, and Proclamution, and
.y of the leading measures of his Administration.
The more moderate, prudent and patriotic joined
with the Demeerarice party, and formed the great
Wiig perty of the country.  The uliras of the old
partu & conlerced, and the combination was patu-
rully Tory.* '

Upon the. azsembling of the Twentieth Congress,
it was asceriained, by the election of the Speaker,
that o majority of the House was opposed to tre
Administration; and this victory was roon followed }
by #uch an acceesion from those who were uncom-
mitted in the Senate as to give a majority to the
same party in that body. Thenceforward the Ad-
mivietrution was not allowed, of course, a fair trial ;
and every question was discussed with a view to |
politienl efeer, |

* In vue o £ the skinmishes between Me. Clay and Mr. Calhoun, l
during the Enl- Treasury discomion, Mr. Clay took up, among
other to pacs, thie question of Federalism. Mr, Calbonn hed al-
Inded to the friends of his opponent as members of the Federal *
party. ' Fin" ssid Mr, Clag, "1 am ready o go into an exami-
*nutien with the honorable Benator at any time, and then we !
* thal) e il there are not more members of that kame old Faderal
*party emene-t these whem the Senator hus so recently joined |
*than on cur mde of the hovse,  The plain truth is, that if ix
“the old Friderad perty with whom he ie vows acting. Forall
“the £ rver grounds Gf difference which di:tingushed that party,
* ard were the subiects of contention Letween than and the Re-
*pubbcsvs, have ceased. from Inpee of time and change of cir-
' cun stinedes, with the exceptior of one, and thef is the mainte-
*mavee and inerease of Frecutive pewer. The was a leading
“pilicy of the Federnl party. A strong, powerful gnd energitic
* Fxeeulive wes jis fuvonite tenet.,”™  * ¥ % eyt the
* gentlenan that he will fird the trve o/d Pemocratic partw,
Ywlo were fir resisting the er.eroachments of potcer, and im-
"rrrp Freculive patrenage, om thin =ide of tie Semate, and
" net vath kis new alfies, the Jackson-Van Buren Democratic
*partv, whose leading privciple 18 to sustain the Frezutive,
“avd derw ail pewer to the Legislature ! and which does not

kold a solitary principle in common stk the Republican par-

gy of 1758,"

At length, in the autumn of 1828, the Prepidential
Election tock place, and resulted in the choice of
Andrew Jackeon, by one hundred end twenty.eight
votes in the primary Electoral Colleges, given by
pizteen States, including Virginia and Georgia,
which, in the previous Election, had caar their votes
for Mr. Crawford. Mr. Adems waa supported by
the six New-England States; by New-Jersey, which
had previously voted against him; by Delaware,
and sixteen votes from New-York, and six from Ma-
ryland. Mr. Calhoun obtained the same vote for
Vice President thut Gen. Juckson did for President,
except seven votes in Georgin, which were thrown
away upon William Smith of South Carolina. Mr.
Ruesh received the whole vote of the Administration
party for Vice President.

Thue ended the administration of John Quincy
Adams, during which our domestic and foreign af-
faira were never more ally and prosperously con-
ducted. The fureign policy of the Government had
only in view the maintenance of the dignity of the
National characier, the extension of our Commercial
Relations, end the ruccessful prosecution of tha
claims of American citizens upon Foreign Govern-
ments.

The Domestic policy was no less liberal, active
end decided; and never was there a more ground-
less political libel than that which impeached the
integrity and economy of that Administration. As
the charge of extravegance was the argument most
vehemently urged sgainst Mr. Adama’s Administra-
tion, it may be well in this place to glance at ite
plausibility. The aggregate expenditures of the
severul Administrations from 1789 to 1834, exclusive
of the Public Debr, and payments under Treaty stipu-
lations, iucluding the expensres and arrearages of the
last War with Great Britain, were :

Washington’s Adiuinistration, 8 yrs, 815,890,698 55

J. . Adams’s 49,725,721 26
Jackeon's 144,579,647 72
Total . .ounnnnnncennnn.. .. $516,695,867 18

From this statement it appears that the reforming,
retrenching, economical, Democratic Adminisiration
of General Jackson, that expreared ruch & holy hor-
ror at Mr. Adams's extravagance, eost the country
as much as the Administration of Mr. Madison, in-
cluding the outlaye of an expensive War with Great
Rritain. Mr. Van Buren retrenched in the same
ratio with his predecesrar. ‘The firat vear of his
Administration cost the People $33.554,341—afoud
three times the average annual rxpenditure of Mr.
Adams! During the remninder of his term the
public expenses were in a like proportion. What
measnre of eondemnation should he hestowed upom
tie political hypocrites whose promised reforme and
retrenchments resnlted in =uch grose proflizacy and
nezlect of the public interesta!

In March, 1829, General Jackeon entered tpon
the discharge of his official dutica ns Presidenr.  On
the 14th of the same month, Mr. Clay left W ashing-
ton for his reridence in Kentucky. Before quitting
that city, some of the principal residente, a< a part-
ing trihute of respect, gave him a Public Dinner.
In his =prech on the occarion, he briefly reviewed
the events, in which he had been an actor, during

John Adams'a 4 21,348,356 19
Jeffersom’s " g 41,160,708 828
| Madi=on’e i B 144,624,944 86
Monroe's & 8 « 9936359 64
4
8
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the preceding four years. He alluded to the serious
churge against him, which had been brought by
General Jackson, who, afier summoning his friend
and on‘y witness (M1, Buchanun) to establish it, and
hearing that witness prompily and unequivocally
deny ull knowledge whatever of any transaction
that could throw the elightest ehade upon the
character of the accused, maintained a stubburn
and persevering eilence upon the subject, instead of
magn.nimously acknowledging his error and atoning
for the gross injustice of which he had been guilty.
“ But,"” euid Mr. Clay, * my relations to that citi-
‘zen, by & recent event, are nuw changed. He ia

* the Chief Magistrate of my Country, invested with |
‘large and extensive powers, the adminiatration of |
*wluch may conduce to its prosperity, or occasion |
‘its adversity. Patriotism enjoins, as a duty, that
¢ while he is in that exalted station, he should be |
* treuted with decorum, and his official acts be judged
‘of 1o a spirit of candor.”

SBuch was the patriotic spirit with which Mr. Clay
regurded the elevation of General Jackson, and in
which he was prepared to judge of the acia of the
pew Administration.

The political enemies of Mr. Clay were not, how-
ever, content with misrepresenting his public course,
They lifted, with a rude and ruffianly hand, the veil

from his private aflairs, and attempted to destroy his |
private credit by chuarging him with bankruptey.

The consequence was the publication of a letter |
from Mr. Clay to Robert Wicklifle, Ezq. dated May
24, 1823, in which the falsehonds of his assailants
were fully coufuted. He admitied that he had |
incurred a heavy responsibility, about ten yearas

befure, as endorser fur his friends, te which cause
his temporary retirement from public life and the
renewal of his professional labors were to be
attributed. The mortgages upon his Estate did not
amount to ten thousand dollars, and before the ex-
piration of the year he hoped there would not remain
one-fiith of that sum.

[ have hitherto,”’ says Mr. Clay, in this letter,
® met all my engagements by the simplest of pro-
cesses, that of living within my income, punctusily
* paying interest when I could not pay principal, and
carefully preserving my credit. I am not tree, ab-
solutely, from debt. T am not rich. I never coveted
riches. But my estate would, even now, be estima-
ted at not much lesa than one hundred thousand dol-
lars. Whatever it may be worth, it is a gratificanon
for me to know that it is the produee of my own hon-
est labor—no part of it being hereditary, except one
slave, who would oblige me very much if he would
accept hig freedom. It is sufficient, after paying all
my debte, to leave my family above want, il [ should
be separated rom them. Itis a mutter also of conse-
lation to me to knuw, that this wanton exposure of
my private affuirs can do me no pecuniary prejudice,
lv‘[}; {i-w creditora will not allow their confidence in me
to be +haken by it. It has indeed led to one incidenr,
which was at tI:A same timne a source of pleasure and
of puin. A friend lately called on me at the instance
of other friends, and informed me, thut they were ap-
prehensive that my private affuirs were embarrassed,
and that [ allowed their embarrasament to prey upun
my mind. He came, therefore, with their authority
to tell me, that they would contribute any sum that
1 might want to relieve me. The emotions which
such a proposition excited can he conceived only by
honurable men. I felt most happy to be able to un-
deceive them, and to decline their benevolent prop-

enition.”

CHAFPTER X.

Mr. Clny’s Return to Rentueky—Triu m&hmt Reception—Puh-
lie Linners—Specehes—Mr. Ulay and the Colomization Socie-
ty—His se timents on Slhvery— Abolivion  Petirpons=\ it to
MNew-Urienir—Natchez—Complimentary  Beception by the
Laouisiana H. use ot Reprosentotives—V it to Ohio—1ines with
the Mechanics at Culuinbus—His Election t the 1], 3, Seante
it 1831 — Nonunation s the Progidouey—"Tie Tanf - Lafeo- &
of the Amperican By-trn—=Mr. Clay’s estimate of the Lo
character—Reduction of Duties—Letter of 1. H. Benton.

TueERE are few men, who can bear defeat more
gracelully, or with more unaffected good huvmer,
than Mr. Clay. Raelieved from his oflicial toils aa
Secretury of State, his health rapidly improved, and
his fine spirits expanded unchecked. On his journey
from the seat of Government, previous to his arrival
ut Uniontown in Pennsy lvania, the roada being ex-
tremely bad, he sent his private vehicles aliead und
took the stuge-coach. [iuding it disagreeable with-
in, however, he removed to un outside seat next the
driver, and, in that situation, entered Uniuntown.
The good people of the place expressed a great deal
of surprise at seeing the ex-Secretary in that lafty,

and yet humble position. * Gentlemen," replied Mr.

Clay, “although I am with the outs, yet I can as-
sure you that the irns behind me have much the worst
of it."

On his way to Kentucky, Mr. Clay received con-
tinual testimonials of the attachment and esteem of
the people. He was invited to innumerable public din-
ners, hut was able to appear ouly atafow. AtFred-

| erick in Maryland, he made an adwirable speech at

one of these complimentary festivals on the eight-
eenth of March, 1829, On the thirty-first of the same
month he dined with the mechanics at Wheeling,
whom he addressed principally in relation to the
American Svatem—Manufactures and Internal Im-
provements. He reached his home at Ashland, with
his family, the sixth of Apnil, havinz been met at
some distance from Lexington by & large number of
friends, by whom he was mostaffectionately received.

On the 16th of May, a great public dinner was
given to him at Fowler's Garden by his fellow-
townsmen. Three thousand sat down at the takle;
and Mr. Clay spoke for the gpace of one hour end
thirty-five minutes ; the following appropriute tonst
having been previvusly given: “ Our distinguished
* guest, friend and neighbor, HEFryY CLA¥Y—with in-
tcrenged proofs of his worth, we delizht to rerew
‘the assurance of our confidence in his patrictisin,
‘talents and incorruptibility—may health and happi-
‘ness attend him in retirement, and a grateful ua-
‘tion do justice to hia virtues,”

Mr. Clay's speech on this occasion is one of the
choicest specimens of hia eloquence, being pervaded
by some of the fineat characteristica of his sty le, al-
though there is, of course, an absence of those imn-
paseioned apperals, which would have been out of
place. The exordium is full of pathoa and be..uty.
He had been separated fur four years from his fricnda
and neighbors. Afler devoting the beet cuergies of
his prime to the service of his country, he had been
grossly traduced and injured, snd his most conspia
uons traducer had been elevated to the Presidency.
He had returned home once more ; and now saw bé-
fore him, gathered together to do him honor, 1o re-
new their arsurances of ettachment and confidence,
zsires with whom, for more than thirty veare. he had
interchanged friendly offices—their sons, grown up
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during his absence in the public councils, accompa-
nying them—and all prompted by ardent attach-
went, surrounding and saluting him as il he belong-
ed to their own household.

After alluding in the happiest manner to some of
these circumstances, Mr. Clay reviewed briefly the
course of the past Adwministration—referred to the
clamor which had been raized against Mr. Adams
:or proscription —when the fact was, that not & soli-
tury officer of the Government, from Maine to Lou-
isinna, was dismissed on account of his political
opinions, during the whole of Mr. Adams's Admin-
istrution—contrasted this course with that which
President Jackson commenced so soon after his in-
stullation—and rloguently pointed out the evil con-
srquences of the introduction of a tenure of public
office, which depended upon personal attachmnent
to the Chiel Magistrate.

In concluding his remarks, Mr. Clay touchingly
exprezscid his gratitude to his fellow-citizens of Ken-
tucky, who had *“consztently poured upon him a
bold ond unabated etream of innumerable favors.”
The closing sentences of the speech are in the
gennine language of the heart which cannot be coun-
terfeited, and which none can so eloquently employ
as Henry Clay. **When,'" said he, I felt as if I
*ghould =ink beneath the storm of abuse and detrac-
¢ tion, which was violently raging around me, [ have
*found myself upheld and sustainec by your encour-
‘aging voice and your approving emiles. 1 have
* doubiless committed many faults and indiscretions,
‘ gver which you have thrown the broad mantle of
‘your charity. Butl can say, and in the presence
*of my God and of this ussembled multitude I will
*gay, that I have honestly and faithfully served my
¢ country ; that I have never wronged it; and that,
* howeser unprepared I lament that I am to appear
¢ in the )ivine Presence on other accounts, I invoke
tthe rtern Justice of his judgment on my public
‘conducr, without the smallest apprehension of his
¢ displessure.”

Durinz the Summer and Autumn of 1820 Mr.
Clay vi-ited several parta of the State of his adop-
tion and everywhere he war hailed as a friend and
public henefactor. On the 17th of December he ad-
dressed the Kentucky Celonization Society at Frank-
fort in a apeech, in which he eloquently vindicated
the policy and character of that benevolent institu-
tion. Ile had been an early and constant advocate
of the sy atem of Colonization. In his speech before
the Awerican Colonization Society, delivered the
20th of January, 1827, in the Hall of the House of
Represzentatives at Washington, we find the follow-
ing impressive passage :

[t ia now a little upwarda of ten years since a
relizinus, amiable and benevolent resident of this
city . Mr. Culdwell} first conceived the idea of plant-
ing u Cwlony, from the United Staten, of free people
of color, on the Western shores of Africa. He js no
more, Rnd the nobleat eulogy which could be pro-
nounced on him would be to inacribe upon his tomb,
the merited epitaph— Here lies the projector of the
Arneriean {:uinuimtiun Soriety.” Amongst others,
to whoi he communicated the project, was the p- r-
aon who now hua the honor of addressing vou, My
firat impressions, like those of all who have not
fully investizated the subject, were agninst it. They
yielded to his earnest persuasions and y own re-

flections, and I finally agreed with him that the ex-
periment was worthy of a fair trial.”

After presenting in a clear and forcible light the
project of the Socicty for the gradual extiiction of
Slavery, Mr. Clay remarked in regard 1o ir: * All
‘or any one, of the States which tolerate Slavery
‘ruay adopt and execute it, by co-operation or se
¢ parate exertion. If I could be instrumental in era-
*dicating this deepeat stain upon the character of our
‘country, and removing all cause of reproach on
*account of it by foreign nutions—JIf I could only
t be tnstrumental in ridding of this foul blot that re-
¢ pered State that gave me birth, or that not less be-
¢ loved state which kindly adopled me as her son, 1
‘would nol exchange the proud satisfoction which I
¢ should enjoy for the honor of all the triumphs ever
‘t decreed to the most successful congqueror.”

To the system of colonization, we believe, Mr.
Clay yet looks as a means for diminishing the pre-
portion of the black population to the white in ths
Slave States until emancipation would be compati-
ble with the security ond interests of the latter.

In January, 1830, Mr. Clay made a visit to one of
his married daughters at New-Orleans. Although
eppearing there ap n private citizen, he found it im-
posaible to escape those atientions, which the public
gratitude pugeested. He was daily visited by
crowds of persons, including Members of the Legis-
lature and Judges of the different Courta. The ship-
masters, who were in port, waited in & body upon
him as the champion of Free Trade and Snilord
Rights. Declining an invitation 10 a public dinneg,
he left New-Orleane for Natches, on his way home,
the 9th of March. As the hoat, in which he had
embarked, quitted the pier, the scene was of the
most animated description. The Levee and the tope
of the steamboats, a great number of which were in
port, exhibited a crowded and almost unbroken mass
of epectators, collected to aee him and do him honor.
The shouting multitude, the elevation of flags, and
the roar of cannons, which burst from the crowd of
surrounding vesrels, as the boat moved off, present-
ed altogether one of the most imposing rpectacles
that could be imagined. It was a grand civic ove
tion, as honorahle to the suhject of it as any triumph
which ever greeted a military conqueror.

At Natchez, persons from all parts of Mississippd
were waiting to meet him. The press of the crowd
into the steamboat containing the illustrious visitar
was 80 great as to excite alarm; and the mass col-
lected on the wharf was so dense that much time
and exertion were required to make way through it
Soon after his arrival he accepted a pressing invia-
tion to a public dinner. A vast concourre eseem-
bled on the oecarion. His speech is described a=
unusuelly felicitous. He was several times obliged
1o stop speaking for some minutes—while the en-
thusiasm of his hearers cxhausted iteelf in repeated
rounds of applavse. In the course of his remarkn,
having occasjon to allude to the battle of New-O»
leans, he paid a genrrous tribute to Gen. Jackson.
Henry Clay pever was the man to detract from 1the
merits of even his most unrelenting opponenta,

On the twenty-seventh of March, Mr. Clay reach-
ed Lexington, having declined numerous invitations
to public dinnere on his route, He had stopped am
his way unpremeditatedly at Donaldsonville, (the
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new Seat of Government of Louisiana,) to see the
public buildinga, and pay his respects to some of his
old frizuds and acquaimtances. Unexpectedly entor-
ing the hall of the House of Representatives, he was
imm diately recognized, and the whole body, inclu-
ding the Speaker and Membera of all parties, simul-
taneoutly rose to receive him,

In the summer of 1830, having buriness in the
Circuit and District Courts of Ohio, he visited Co-
lumbits, where he waa cordially welcomed by the
Mechanics, at whose Celebration the following ap-
propiiate Toast was given :

“Qur inestimable guest, HEnRY CrLAaY, An effi-
eient Inhorer in support of the Industry of the Coun-
try. Farmers an echanics know how 10 appre-
€iate his servives.”

His entry into Cincinnati was quite imposing.—
All clasaes assembled to welcome his approach.
He here dined with the Mechanics, and his Speech
upon the oceasion is an eloguent vindication of the
American System, aud a just rebuke of the odious
ductrine of Nullification, which was then beginning
to be preached in Seuth Carulina and Georgia.

In the autumn of 1831, Mr. Clay was elected to
the Senate of the United Stutes by the Legislature
of Kentucky, by the following vote :—In the Senate,
Heory Clay, 18; Richard M. Johnson, 19 Warden
Pope, 1. Io the House of Delegutes, Clay, 55;
Johnson, 43.—At the first session of the Twenty-
Becond Congress, he presented hias eredentiale, snd
took his srat once more in a budy where, twenty-five
years before, he had made his influence felt and liia
talents respectled.

Contemporancous with his re-appearance in the
Sznate, was the meeting of the National Republican
Convention, which assembled at Baltimore on the
twellih of December, 1831, and unanimously nomi-
nated HENRY CLAY to the office of President of the
United States, and Jouy SERGEANT to that of Yice
President.

The subject of the Tarifl began to be vehemently
agitated in Congresa early in the session of 1831-32,
The discontent of the South was assuming an alarm-
ing aspect; and the system of Protection, which Mr.
Clay had lebored o long and incessantly to estab-
lish, was threatened with material qualifications, if
not & complete overthrow. [In that coneiliatory
spirit, which he had manifested on many critical oc-
easiuny, he now approached this exciting topic. On
the ninth of January, 1832, he introduced a Resolu-
ton providing that the existing Duties upon articles
imported from foreign countries, and not eoming
into competition with similar articles made or pro-
duced within the United States, ought to be forth-
with abolished, except the Dutiea upon Wines and
Bilks, and that they ought to be reduced ; and that
the Comiittee on Finance be instructed to report a
bill accordingly. This Reanlution he sustained in
an admirable Epeech of about two honrs’ duration,
in which he epoke warmly in favor of the mainte-
nance of the Protective Policy and that of Internal
Lmprovement.

Mr. Hayne followed in reply; and on the second
of ['ebruary, the subject being still under discuasion
betore the Senate, Mr. Clay commenced his ever-
memorable Speech in defence of the American Sya-
tem azainst the Britisk Colonial Syatem. It was
coatinued on the next day, und finally completed on

the gixth of the same month. Such a chain of irre-
iragable argument as 1t presents, interlinked with
fucts the mo+t cogent and appropriate, has rarely
been forged by human ingenuity. It will be refer-
red to by future statesmen as their political text
book, when the Protective Policy is called in ques-
tivn.

After an impressive exordium, he alluded to the
distress of the country afier the War. The period
of greatest distress was seven years previous to the
year 16241 the perivd of greateat prosperity the seven
years following that act.  He then guve a picture of
the flourishing condition of the country. e main=
tained that all the predictions of the enemies of the
Tariff in 1824 had been fulsified by expericnce—that
all the benefits which he had anticipated had beenm
realized. He alluded to all the intere=ts now pro-
tected—all Mechanic Arts—Navigation—Agricul-
ture—and Manufactures. He argued that the Tand
began in 1792, which established the great principle
of Protection. It was the second act of the First
Congress—eanctioned by the Father of his Country,
and most of the eminent Stateamen of that day. Mn
Clay then traced the history of the suhject down to
1816; commented on the Teriff of that year, its ob-
ject, extent and policy ; then the Turiff of 1824 ; the
amendment of the system in 1820—the Bl of which
year wag framed on principles directly adrerse to
the declared wishes of the friends of the policy of
Protection, ulthough the error then perpetrated was
corrected by subzequent legislation.

After a graphic description of the heneficial effects
of the poliey, which they were now called upon to
subvert, Mr. Clay asked what was the substiture pro=
posed by those whose design was the immediate oz
gradual destructiun of the American System? The
reply is as appropriate to the enemies of the Svstem
now a4 it was ten vears ago. * Free Trade '—
*Free Trade! The call for Free Trade is as una-
* vailing as the ery of a gpoiled child, in hia nurse’s
“arms, for the moon or the stars that glitter in the
‘firmament of heaven. It never has existed. Iy
‘never wili exist. Trade implies at least two par
“ties.  To be free, it should be fair, equal and reci
‘procal. But if we throw our ports wide open te
“the admission of foreign productions, free of all
“ duty, what porte, of any other foreizn natinae, shall
‘we find open to the free admission of our surplus
‘produce? We may break down all barriers to
 Free Trade, on our part, but they will not be come
‘plete until Foreign Powers ehall have removed
“theirs. There would be freedom on one side, and
* restrictions, prohibitions end exclnsions on the
‘other. The bolts and the bars and the cliains of
“all other nations will remain undisturbed,” » »
* ® 4 Gentlemen deceive themselves. It is not
‘ Free Trade that they are recommending to our nes
feeptance. [t ds, in effect, the British ¢ oloniald
¢ Nysfem thal we are invited to ndopt ; and, if theiy
s policy prevail, of will lead, substantially, to the re-
teplonization of these Stales, under the commercial
¢ dmninion of Great Britain”

* ** Fuir Tride and Sailors® Rights,” was the Tenst givon by
the late Mr. Giliner, the day of the fatal aecidont on b pl tha
Princetan.  The anbatitution of a single wonl illnminaton tee
whole suljoct. A * Fair T'rade™ ie what Mr. Clay has always
vimed to secure for his country,
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In the course of his Speech, Mr. Clay hed occa-
sion to introduce the following remarks upon jhe
Trish charecter. They show his high appreciation
of the worth of an important class of our adopted
fellow citizens :

# OF all foreigners, none amalgamate themselves
so quickly with our people as the natives of the
Emerald Isle. In rome of the visions which have
passed through my imagination, I have supposed
that Irelend was, originally, part and parcel of this
Continent, and that, by rome exwraordinary con-
vul-ion of nature, it was torn from America, and,
drifting across the ocean, was pluced in the un-
fortunate vicinity of Great Britainek The same
open-heartedness ; the smne genetous hospitality ;
the saine careless and unnaﬁ:uhting indifference
about human life, characterize the inbabitants of
both coumries. Kentucky has been sometimes
called the Ireland of America. And 1 bave no
doubt that, i the current of emigration were re-
versed, and set from America upon the shores of
Eurvpe, instead of bearing from Europe 1o America,
every American emigrant to lreland would there
find, as every Irish emigrant here finds, & hearty
welcome am]y a happy home!"

On the 13th of March Mr. Dickerson, from the
Commitice on Manufactures, reported, in conformity
with Mr. Clay’s rerolution, a bill fur repealing the
duties upon certain specified articles of import. The
bill was opposed at the threshold because it did not
embrace 1hie whole subject of the Tariff; because it
made no reduction of duties upon protected articles.
An animated debate eosued, and the bill was laid
upon the table. Afier undergoing numerous modi-
fications in both Houses, it was finally passed by
Congress in July, 1832, By this new law, the prin-
ciples for which Mr. Clay and the rest of the friends
of Domestic Industry had contended, were pre-
perved. The Revenue was greatly reduced, but
the Protective System remained unimpaired. Of
Mr. Clay's efforts in the establishment of that Sys-
tern noe one has more impressively spoken than
Thomas Hart Benton, Senator in Congress from
Missouri, who, in a Circular signed by him and first
published in the * Missouri Intellizeucer," October
22, 1824, gives utterance to these just and eloquent
sentiments :

# The principles which would govern Mr. Clay's
Adminiatration, if elected, are well known to the
Nuation. ‘T'hey have been displayed upon the floor
of Congresa tor the last reventeen years. They
constitute & Syatem of American Poricy, based
on the Agriculture and Manufactures of his own
country—upon Interior as well a8 Foreign Com-
merce—upon Internal as well as Sea-Board Imn-
Erm’ﬂnwm—upon the independence of the New

World, and close Commercial alliances with Mexico
and SBouth America. If it is said that others would
purrue the gnme system; we answer, that the
founder of a System ia the natural executor of his
own work; that the most efficient protector of
American ’lmn, Lead, Hemp, Woul and Cotion
would be the trinvmphant champion of the New

- Taril; the safest iriend to Interior Commerce would
be the Sratesman who has proclaimed the Misrissippi
to be the Sea of the West; the most zealous pro-
moter of Internsl Iinprovewents would be the Presi-
d-nt, who has triumphed over the President who
upposcd the construction of National Roads and
Cunul<; 1he most successful applicant for ‘I'reativs
with Mcxico und South America would be 1he elo-

Auent udvocate of their own Independence.
“THOMAS HART BENTON.”

CHAPTER XI.
Rmnn of the Amended Tariff* at the Bouth—Progress of

firation— Re-electivn of Geveral Jackson—Prociuma-
tinn—The FProtertive Hystem in danger—The Enfirrcment

Lill—Perilous state of Affain—Henry Clay comes i ru

with hiz Flan for & Conpromize—Origin of that Meo-ure—

Particulars in regand o it—Mr. Clayton of Delawane—Ace-

dute— Leadin lutives of Mr Ulay—Btaterment of Hon.

H. A .8 Der ﬁx:rn-—-l_uml\c of the Compromee Pill—I ublie

Gratitude— haro beristirs of Mr. Clay's Pubbe Carecr—He

Visit to New-England—Trnumphal Reeeption—Hunurs p

to him on his juute.

Tue amended Tarifl was received with little favor
by the South. Nullification grew daily bolder in its
denuncianons end menaces ; and the Uniun seemed
to be greatly in danger. On the 24th of Nouvciuber,
1832, the Suvuth Curolina Convention passed iheir
ordinence, declaring the Revenue Laws of the
United States null and void; and seon afterward
the Legislature of the State met, ratified the pro-
ccedings of the Convention, and passed luws for the
organization of the Militia and the purchare of
munition and erduence.

In the midst of theee troubles, the Preridential
Contest took place, and resulied in the reélecrion of
General Jacksun over the opposing candidates,
Henry Clay, Joho Floyd of Virginia, and William
Wir.

On the 10th of Decenmber, 1832, soon afier the
meeting of Congress, President Jackeson issued his
Proclamation, announcing his determination 1o en-
force the Revenue Laws, and exhorting the citizens
of South Carolina to pause in their dirorgumzing
carcer. This remonstrance produced little «flict.
It was followed, on the 20th of the same month, by
a counter Proclamation from Governor Hayne,
warning the citizena of South Carolina ngainst the
attempt of the President to seduve them fiom their
allegiance, and exhorting them, in disregard ot his
threats, to be prepated to sustain the State agaiust
the arbitrary measures of the Federnl Exccutive.

The Protective Syatem was at this moment in im-
minent hazard of being destroyed. General Juck-
son’s Administration was always inimical to that
policy, originated and principully supported os it
had been by a hated rival. The Tariffl became the
great question of the session. It was referred to the
Commitice of Waye and Meane, where it war re-
modeled ; and on the 27th of December, a bill was
reported, which was understood 1o embody the views
of the Administration. It proposed a diminution ol
the duties on all the protected artieles, to take eifect
immediately, and a further diminution on the 21.d of
March, 1834. The subject was discussed from the
8th to the 16th of January, 1833, when a message
was received from the President, communicating the
South Carolina ordinance and nullifying laws, to-
gether with his own views as to what should be done
under the existing state of affairs, On the wenty-
first of the same month, the Judiciary Comnitiee of
the Senate reported & bill 2o enforee the collection
of the revenue, where any obstructions were uffered
to the officers employcd in that duty.

The aspect of uffvirs was now alarming in the ox-
treme. 'T'he administration party in the House had
shown itself utterly incapable of devising n tarifi
likely to be accepted by a msjority of that hudy.
The session wrs rapidly drawing to a clore. South
Carolina had deferred the period of its collision with
tho General Government in the hope that some mea-
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sure of adjustment would be adopted by Congreas.
This hope seemed to be daily growing fainter.
Should the enforcing bill not be carried into effect
against the Nullifiers, the Tariff was still menaced
by the Federal administration, avowedly hostile to
the protective system.

At this juncture, Henry Clay, deeply impressed
with the importance of the crisis, stepped forward
to reconcile conflicting intereats, and to avert the
direful consequences which would result from the
farther delay of an adjustinent. On the eleventh of
February he introduced his celebrated CompProMISE
BiLe, providing for a gradual reduction of duties
until 1842, when 20 per cent. at a home valuation
should be the rate, “ until otherwise regulated by
‘law.””

Mr. Clay introduced this bill with some pertinent
and impressive remarks, in which he deplored the
distracted and portentous condition of the country,
and appealed strongly to the patriotism and good
senge of Congress to apply a remedy. The bill
underwent a long and vehement discussion. None
could deny the purity and loftiness of the motives
which had led to its presentation ; but it was vehe-
mently opposed by many, Mr, Smith, of Maryland,
opposed it, because * it contained nothing but pro-
* tection from beginning to end.”” Mr, Forsyth ex-
ulred over the admission, which had been made by
Mr. Clay, that “*the Turiff was in danger.” * It is,”
said Mr. F., * at its last gasp—no hellebore can cure
‘it."" The Southern members opposed the bill mainly
because it provided for o home valoation.

Towards the close of the debate, a personal dif-
ficulty arose between Mr. Poindexer, of Mississippi,
and Mr. Webster. The former, in the course of his
reply to a very powerful attack from Mr. Webster
upon the Compromise Bill of Mr. Clay, made refer-
ance to the course of Mr. W., during the war of
1812. Mr. Webster declined all explanation, and
Mr. Poindexter immediately declared that he “felt
‘the most perfect contempt for the Senator from
* Maesachusetts.”! Mr. Clay interfered, with his
usual gencrosity, nnd in a few remarks, complimen-
tary alike to both Senators, effected a mutually sat-
isfucrory explanation.

Mr. Clay had conceived the idea of the Compro-
mise in Philadelphia in December, 1832, when he
was passing a few weeks with his brother-in-law,
the late James Brown, Esq. who had fixed his res-
idence in that city, after his mission to France. The
retlection of Gen. Jackson to the Presidency had
been made knuwn the month before, and Mr. Clay
had commencéd his journey from Ashland to Wash-
ington not in the best spirits but resolved to do his
duty. Jackson's power was then at its zenith. He
had vetoed the charter of the Bank of the United
States. He was triumphantly retlected. His pow-
er peemed resistless. Neverthelese, Mr. Clay wan
resolved to fight on, and to fight to the last.

He believed the Preeident insincere in his profes-
gions of attachment to the Protective policy; that,
under the delusive name of a judicious Tanff, he
concealed the most deadly and determined hostility
to the Protection of American Industry. Mr. Clay
gaw the partisans of * free trade supporting Gen.
Jackson, with the greatest zeal; and kret? that some
of them counted upon subverting the whole system

through the power and influence of that arbitrury

chief magistrate. He saw many of the members of
Congress from States known to be friendly to the
preservation of that policy, yet willing to go secret-
ly, if notupenly, as fur as they dared o in asserting
the overthrow of that policy.

In the mean tine Nullifeation had assumed a
threatening aspect. The supporters of thut heresy
had gone so far that, if no change in the Tariff took
place, they muat fight or be forever disgraced. Mr.
Clay thought that if a Civil War were once begun
it might extend iteelf to all the Southerm States,
which, although they did not approve o Nullifica-
| tion, would probably not be willing 10 stand by and
gee South Carolina crushed for extreme zeal in a
cause, which was common to them all

Such were the circumstances, under which, dur-
ing the leisure Mr. Clay enjoyed with his friend,
Mr. Brown, in Philadelphia, he directed his mind
to the consideration of some healing echeme for the
existing public troubles.

The terma of the Compromise Act substantinlly
as it passed, were the result of Mr. Clay's reflee-
tions at that time. He communicated them to his
friend, the lamented Senator Johmston, from Louis-
iana, who concurred with him heartily. A Com-
mittee of Manufacturers, consisting of Meesra. Bo-
vie, Dupont, Richards and others, waited on Mr. Clay
in Philadelphia, to consult with him oo the impend-
ing dangers to the Protective policy. To them he
broached hia scheme, and they approved it. He
mentioned it to Mr. Webater in Philadelphin, but
that distinguished Senator did not agree with him.

On 1eaching Washington, Mr. Clay communirated
it to many practical Manufacturers, ; to Hezokiah
Niles, Mr. Simmons of the Senate, from Rliode 1=-
land, and others. They agreed with him; and every
practical Manufacturer of that day with whom la
conversed (except Mr. Ellicott, of Maryland,) assent-
ed to the project. Most of their frienda in Congress,
especially in the Senate, followod their example.
The chief opposition, it was thought, was to Le
traced to Mr. Webster and gentlemen who had a
great deference for the opinion of the Mazsachus.tta
Senator.

Mr. Clay’s own convictions being thus strength-
ened by the opinions of practical men, he resolved
to proceed. He had no interviews with Southern
Membera on the subject of the contemplated propo-
sal, until he had prepared and was about to submit
the bill; at which tiine, he had one or two iner-
views with Mr. Calhoun, at Mr. Clax’s lodgings.
But through his friend, Governor Leicher of Ken-
tucky, who was intimate with Mr. McDuffie and
other Southern gentlemen, Mr. Clay ascertained
their views. He found one highly fuvorable state
of fecling—that they were so indignant with Gen-
eral Jackson for hiz Proclamation, and his deternni-
nation to put down the Nullifirrs by force if neces-
sary, thai they greally preferred the difficulty should
be settled rather by Mr. Clay than by the Adminis-
tration.

Mr. J. M. Clayton of Delaware entered with great
zeal into the views of Mr. Clay, and seconded hia
exertions with untiring, able, constant and strenu-
ous endeavors. Often he would say to him, look-
ing at Mr, Calhoun and other members from Seuth
Carolina, *“ Well, Clay, these are clever fzllows, and
it won't do to let old Jackson hang ta=s Wemust
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save them if possible.” Mr Clayton belonged to a | such a vast mi;‘;tary power as might be necessary

mess of seven or eight Senators, every one of whom
wags interested in the preservation of the protective
policy. Without their votes, it was impossible that
the Compromise should pass. They, through Mr.
Clayton, inristed upon the home valuation, as a
#ine gua non, from which they would never depart.
Mr. Clay told them that he would not give it up;
and the Compromise Bill never could have passed
without that feature of it.

The Southern Senators had declared that they
would be content with whatever would satisfy the
South Carolina Senators. Mr. Calhoun had mani-
ferted strong objections to the home valuation. Mr.
Clay told him that he must c¢oncur in it, or the
meeasure would be defeated. Mr. Calhoun appeared
very reluctant to do so; and Mr. Clay went to the
Sepate on the day when the Bill was to be decided,
uncertain as to what ita fate would be. When the
bill was taken up, Mr. Calhoun rose in his place
and agreed to the home valuation, evidently, how-
ever, with reluciance.

Twao great leading motives operated with Mr. Clay
in bringing forward and supporting his measure of
Compromise. The first was, that he believed the
whole protective policy to be in the most imminent
peril from the influence of Gen. Jackson and the
dominion of his party. He believed that ir could not
possibly survive that session of Congress or the next,
which would open with a vast increase of that influ-
ence and power. He hed seen the gradual but in-
ridious efforts to undermine the policy, sometimes
openly.avowed, frequently craflily concealed. He
had seen that a bill was actually introduced by Mr.
Verplanck, and then pending in the House of Repre-
sentarives, which would have utterly subverted the
whole policy. He knew, or believed, that there
was 8 majority in the House, willing, although afraid
to pass the bill. Witmessing the progress of that
party, he did not doubt, that at the next eession at
least, they would acquire strength and courage suf-
ficient to pass the bill. He could not contemplate
the ruin, distress and destruction, which would en-
sue from ite passage, without feelings of horror.
He believed that the Compromise would avert these
disasters, and secure adequate protection until the
20th June, 1842. And he hoped, that in the mean
time the public mind would become enlightened, and
reconciled to a policy, which he had ever believed
essential to the national prosperity. But for the
partial experiments, which were made upon the cur-
rency of the country, leading to the utmost disorder
anthe exchanges, and the business of society, it is yel
the belief of Mr. Clay and his friends, that the mea-
sure of Protection secured by the Compromise Act

up io the 31st December, 1841, would have enabled |

our Manufacturers to have flourished and pros-
percd.

Another leading motive with Mr. Clay, in pro-
posing the Compromise, was fo resiore harmony,
and preserve the Union from danger; to arrest a
ciri! war, which, beginning with South Carolina,
ke feared might spread throughout all the Southern
States.

It may be added, that a third and powerful mo-
tive, which he felt intensely, although he did not
always avow it, was an invincible repugnance to
placing under the command of General Jackson

tv enforce the laws and put doun any resistance to
them in South Carclina, and which might extend
he knew not where. He could not think, without
the most serious apprehensions, of entrusting a man
of his vehement passions with such an immense
power. He could not think without feelings of in-
describable dread, of the effusion of blood, the dan-
ger to the Union, and the danger to the liberties of
all of us, which might ariee from the application of
such a force in the hands of a man already too pow-
erful, and flushed with recent victory.

It may be farther added, that Mr. Clay thought ha
perceived, with some a desire to push matters to ex-
tremity. He thought he beheld a disposition to see
South Carolina and the SBouth punished. Indeed
the sentiment was more than once expressed to him :
4 Let them put down the Tarif—let them bringz ruin,
*embarrassment and distress on the country—the
‘country will rise with renewed vigor. We shall
* have the policy, which we wish to prevail, firmly
‘and inviolably fixed.” He thought even thut he
perceived a willingness that the effect produced by
the memarable Hartford Convention at the North,
should be neutralized by the effect, which might
arise out of putting down by furce the nullification
of South-Carolina. He could not sympathize in
these feelings and sentiments. He was for peace,
for harmony, for union, and for the preservation too
of the Protective System. He no more believed then
than now, that Government was instituted to make
great and perilous experimenta upon the happiness
of a free people—still less experiments of bloed acd
civil war.

After the introduction of the bill of Compromise
and its reference to the Committee, predictions of
the failure of the measure were confidently put forth.
Even in the committee-room it was asserted, that
there was no chance for its passage ; and Members
rose from their places with the intention of leaving
the room, withput agreeing upon any report. Mr.
Clay said to them, with decision and firmness:
# Gentlemen, this bill has been referred to us, and it
¢ in our duty to report it, in some form or other, to
‘ the Senate—and it skafl be reported.” Some slight
amendments were agreed upon, and the bill wras re-
ported. Its subsequent fate is known.

In bringing about the adoption of the measare,
Messrs. Clayton and Letcher are entitled to the most
liberal praise, as the efficient condjutors of ita author.

The private history of the Compromise Act re-
mains yet t0 be written. Should it ever he given to
the world, it will throw new luatre upon the patri-
otic and self-sacrificing character of Mr. Clay. It
will exhibit in a still stronger lizht his disinterested-
ness—his devotion to country—his elevation above
all selfish impulses and personal ends—his magna
nimity, and his generous intrepidity of spirit.

The Compromise Bill pagsed the House Februa-
ry 26th, 1833, by a vote of 120 to 84. It paesed the
Senate the ensuing first of March by & vote of 29 to
16—Mr. Webster voting against it. Mr. Clay was
now once more hailed as the preserver of the Repub-
lic—as the great Pacificator. The dark, portentous
cloud, big with civil discord and disunion, which had
been hanging over the country, rolled away and was
scaftered. The South and the North were reconciled;
and confidence and prosperity were restored. Is not
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such a civic triumph worth all the pmans ever
shouted in the ears of a military conqueror 7 Itplaced
Mr. Clay in & commanding and elevated position—
and drew upon him the eyesof the whole Nation asa
liberal, sound and true-hearted statesman, in whose
hands the interests of all sections would be safe.

The act wes characteristic of his whole public ca-
reer. The only horizon which bounds his pelitical
vision is the horizon of his country. There is noth-
ing amull, narrow, sectional in his views, interesis
or hopes. North, South, East and West—they are
all equally dear to hitn. Kentucky—noble Ken-
tucky—where he is cherished and honored as such
a Stateeman and Patriot ought to be cherished and
wonored by such a gallant and generous constituen-
cy—he regards with the attachment and devotion,
v ith which no generous nature can fuil to be inspired
fur the soil where his first honors were won, the
early theatre of his fame and its {ruition—the home
of his hopes and his heart. But he looka abroad from
the State of his adoption, and down from the pinna-
cle of his elevation—and there lie Massachusetts,
and New-York, and the Old Dominion, proud of the
blended honors of their Lexington, Saratoga and
Y orktown, radiant with the common glories of their
Adamses, Hamiltons and Washingtons—and he feels
that in these glories and honors—in those traditions
and records of achievements—in the fame of thoee
illuatrious men, he has himself an equal inheritance
with any of their children. The influence of this no-
ble, national spirit pervades the waole of Mr. Clay’a
public career, and is stamped upon all those great
measures by which, in moments of exigency and
darkness, he has revived the desponding hopea and
retrieved the sinking furtunes of the Union.®

In the autumn of 1843, Mr. Clay, accompanied by
his lady, fulfilled a design which he had long con-
templated, of visiting the Eastern cities, His jour-
ney was one continued ovation. Arriving at Balti-
more early in October, he was waited upon by thou-
sands of citizens, who came to pay their tribute of
gratitude and respect. At Philadelphia he was re-
ceived at the Chesnut-street wharl by an immense
concourse of people with enthusiastic huzzas, and
conducted to the U, S, Hotel by his friend John Ser-
geant. Arriving et New-York he was eescorted to
his lodgings by a large procession of gentlemen on
horseback ; and all puarties scemed to unite in their
testimonials of welcorme. A special meeting of the
Board of Aldermen was held, and the Governor's
reom in the City Hall appropriated to his use, where
be was visited by a conetant succession of citizens.
At Newport and Providence he was greeted with
every possible demonstration of welcome ana admi-

* The fisllowing pastage is an extraet from a speech delivered
by John Tufer inthe YVirginia Houee of Delegntes, in 188, in fa-
wor of the Vistribiution of the Procesds of the Public Lands, as re-
canmizaendeil by the Kentueky Statesmnn @

T iy deliberate apinion, these was hint ane man, who conld
hawe armated the then conpse of things, (the tendency of Nullifi-
ention to desolve the Domen, | and that man wns Hesry CLay.
1t rrrely hnppeens, Mr. Speaker, to the most gifted, nml talented,
and patriotie, torecard thei= nnmes inon the pree of history, in
choraeters innlelible anl endunng.  Rut, sir, iF to have resened
his countey from civil war—if fo hare preserned the Consfitu-
ton and Unian from hazard amd fofad wreek, constituee an

annil For nnimmortal nied undying come nmong men, then

u helieve, that he hox won fur hinselfthat high renown. [spenk
whit [ do know, for [ was nn actorin the srenes of that perilous
mnotl. When he pose in thut Senste Chamber, and held in his
nd the Olive Branch of Peace, 1, wha had not knowa what

[ weis prrostied of him ns my fellow-
Hanover,

envy wns befure, envied Aim.
of.gntry man, _&ﬂl] still proneder that the Sfashes of
within the limits of my old District, gnv® him birth.™

ration ; and on reaching Boston he was met and con-
ducted to the Tremont House by a verv numerous
cavalcade.

At all these citiea, and many others on his route,
he received pressing invitations to public dinners;
but being accompanied by his family, he had, on
leaving Kentucky, prescribed to himeelfl the rule, o
which he rigidly adhered, of declining all such invi-

| tations. By all classes in New England, and par-

ticularly by the manufacturing population, Mr. Clay
was received as a friend and benefactor. The cor-
diality of his weleome showed that hia motives in
originating the Compromise Act had been duly ap-
preciated by those who were moat deeply interested
in the preservation of the American System. Ha
vigited many of the manufacturing towns, and on all
occasions met with a reception which indicated how
strongly the affections of the People were enlisted
in hie favor. At Faneuil Hall and on Bunker Hill,
he received Addresses from Committees, to which
he replied in his usual felicitous manner. While =t
Boston, a pair ol elegant silver pitchers, weighing
one hundred and fifty ounces, were presented to him
by the young men. A great crowd was present;
and Mr. Clay, though teken by surprize, spoke for
about half an hour in & manner to enchant his hear-
ers. The following apposite Toast was offered by
one of the young men on the occasion : * Qur Guest
and Gift—our Friend and Pitcher!"

While at Salem, Mr. Clay attended a lecture st
the Lyceum, when the audience, numbering about
twelve hundred persons, spontanecusly rose, and
loudly greeted him on his entrance. On the fourth
of November, he left Boston with his family on his
return journe . He took the route through Massa-
chusests 'o Albany, passing through Worcester,
Hartlord, Ngringfield, Northampton, Pittsfield, &c.
and being every where hailed by a grateful People
with every demonstration of heartfelt attachment
and reverence.

At Troy and Albany, the manifestations of popu-
lar attachment were not less marked than in Massa-
chusette. In both places the People rose up as ona
man to do him honor; and at both places he made
replies to the addresses presented to him, which are
excellent specimmena of his familiar style of elo-
quence. The multitudes of citizens who met, fol-
lowed and waited upon him at every point, in rapid
succession, indicated how large a apace he occupied
in the public heart. Ar he said in one of the nume-
rous speeches which he was called upon to make,
during his tour, *““he had been taken into custody,
* made captive of, but placed withal in such delight-
* ful bondage, that he could find no strength and no
+ desire to break away from it.”

The popular enthusiasm did not seem to hava
abated as he returned through the=e cities which he
had but recently visited. On his way to Washing
ton, he was met at New-York, Newark, Trenton,
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimare, by delega
tions of citizens, whose attentions rendered his pro-
gress one of triumphal interest. He reached the
Seat of Government in season to be present at the

| opening of Congress.
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CHAPTER XII.

YThe Public Lands—Anecdute—=Ar. Clny’s Reporti—Its provi-
mions—Pusape of the Lawd Bill=It is Vetoed by €Gen. Jackson
-—Hlf!li ot e Uld Stutes tu & ahare in the Publc Domain—
Mr. Clay's ethrte— Adjustment of' the guestion—Mr. Van Bu-
iﬁ;’;..\w un as t w England—Opposed by Mr,
Mn. CLAY's course in regard 10 the Public Lands

presents a siriking illustration of his patriotic disin-

terestedness and selt-sacrificing devotion to the cause
of justice. The characteristic traits which he dis-
played upon this question remind us of an anecdote
of him, related a few years since by that eminent

Btatesman and high-minded Whig, William C.

FPreston, in a rpeech at Philudelphia. * On one oc-

fcasion,” said Mr. P. * he did me the honor 1o send

*for and consult with me. It was in reference 10 &

¢ step® he was about to take, and which will, per-

¢ haps, come to your minds without more direct allu-

‘pions. After stating what he propored, | suggested

¢ w hether there would not be danger in it—whether

* puch & course would not injure his own prospects,

“as well as those of the Whig party in generul 1—

* His reply was—* 1 did not send for you to usk what

“might be the effects of the proposed movement on

“my prospects, but whether it is right [ wouLp

“RATHER BE RIGHT, THAN BE PREsIDENT." "’

On the twenty-second of March, 1832, Mr. Bibb,
of Kentucky, moved an inquiry into the expediency
of reducing the price of the Public Lands. Mr. Ro-
binzon, of Illinois, moved a further inquiry into the
expediency of transferring the Public Territory to
the States within which it lies, upon reasonable
terms. With the view of embarrassing Mr. Clay,
these topics were inappropriately referred by the
Administrution party to the Committee on Manufac-
tures, of which he was a member. It was supposed
by his encmiea that he would make a * bid for the
Pre-sidency,” by favoring the interested States at
the expense of justice und sound policy. But he
did not stop to calculate the consequences to him-
self. He did not atteipt to evade or defer the ques-
tion. He met it promptly. He expressed his opin-
ions firmly and boldly; end those opinions, thus
expreased, wize, equitable, conclusive, were imme-
diately seized upon for the purpose of breaking himn
down in the New States. The desicn had been to
embarrass him by holding out the alternative of haf-
fling the cupidity of a portion of the People of the
West, or shocking the sense of justice and invading
the rights of the Old Siatee—to injuriously affeet his
popularity either with the New or the Old Siaites,
or with both. But when was Henry Clay known
to shrink from the responcibility of an avowal of
opinion upon n question ol public moment? In
about three weeks aller the matter waa referred to
the Commitiee, e presented to Congress a most
iuminous, able and conclusive Keport, and in the
Ll appended to it arranged the detaila of a wise
#na = . jitable plan, which no subsequent legislation
was ab’'s "9 improve,

Mr. Cle# regarded the National Domain in the
light of a * ¢~ramon fund,” 10 he managed and dis-
posed of for the ~ common benefit of all the Stutes,”

This property, he thought, should be prodently and
providently administered; that it should not be

% Hia S occh on Slavery, and the recepticn of Abolition peti-

wantonly sacrificed at inadequate pricens, and that it

should not be unjustly abandoned, in violation of the
trust under which it wus held, to a fuvored section

ol the country. Theee priuciples were the Lasis of
his B3ill, which provided—

L. That after the thirty-first day of Deceniber,
1832, iwelve and a half per cent. of the nett procecds
of the Public Lands, sold within their limits, should
be puid to Ohio, Indiana, 1llinvis, Alebama, Mis-
souri und Mississippi, over and above what these
States were severally entitled to by the compacis of
their admission inte the Union; to be spplied 1o In-
ternal Improvements and purposes of Educativn
within those States, under the direction of their Le-
gialaturee—independently of the provisions for the
conetruction and maintenance of the Cumberland
Road.

Il. After thisa deduction, the nett proceeds were
to be disuibuted among the (then) twenty-four
States, according to their respective Federal Repre-
eentative populution; to be applied to such vhbjects
of Internsl Improvement, Education, or Coluniza-
tion, as might be designuted by their respective Le-
gielaturer, or the reimburscment of uny previous
debt contracted for Interual Improvements,

111. The act 1o continue in lorce for five years,
except in the event of & war wilh any foreign power ;
and additional provisions to be mude fur any new
State that might be meanwhile admitted to the
Union.

1V. The minimum price of the public lands not
to be increased ; and not less than $80,000 per en-
num to be applied to complete the public surveys,

V. Land officea to be discontinued in districta
where for two successive years the proceeds of sales
should be innufficient to pay the salaries of the of-
ficers emiployed.

VI. That certain designated quantitics of land
should be granted to six of the new Siates, not te
be eold at a less price thon the minimum price of
lands sold by the United Stutes, to be applied to In-
ternal Improvementea.

Such were the simple and just provisions of the
Land Bill of Mr. Clay. To the new States they
were abundantly liberal, witheut vielating the terme
of the original cession by the old Siates; for the
money laid vut in the new States for Internal Im.
provemeuts rubject to the use of the United Starea,
may b. justly regarded as for the ** common benefit”
of the Union.

'T'he introduetion of the report end bill created no
little surprise and excitemnent in the Sepate. It was
hardly cxpected of a candidate for the Presidency,
that he should have Eo prompily and pemmpmrilf
rejected the opportunity, thus temptingly preeented,
of bidding for the votes of the new Stutes by hold
ing out the prospect at least of sggrandizement.
But on thi+ subject, as on ull others, Mr. Clay took
the broad national ground. He looked at the ques-
tion as a Atatesman, not 12 a politician. He suffer-
ed no individual inducensents to influence his opi-
nions or his policy. His paramount sense of duty;
his hubitual sense of the sacredness of compacts
his superiority to local, sectional, and personal con-
siderntions, were never more conspicuously and
mure honorably manifested than on this oceasion.

‘The Land Bill was made the special order for the
201l of June, when' it was taken up by Mr. Clay,
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pnil advocated with hir usuel eloquence and ability.
Mr. B uton replied. His policy was to reduce the
price of a portion of the I"ublic Lands, and to surren-
der the residue to the Stutes in which they lie. It
would have given to the State of Missouri 25,000,000
of acres, or about 160 acres to every individual in
the State, black and white; while the State of New-
York, by whose blood and treasure, in part, this
great Domain was acquired, would have been cut
off without an acre! Various motions were made
in the Senate for the portponement and amendment
of Mr. Clay's bill. The policy of reducing the price
wad urged with great pertinacity by the friends of
the Administration; but the objections of the report
to this policy were justly regarded as unanswera-
ble and insurmountable ; and, an the third of July,
the bill, essentially in the eame form as reported,
received its final paasage in the Senate by a vote of
20 yeas to 18 nays. The late period of the session
at whicly it was sent to the House, and the conflict
of upirion in that body in respect to some of ita pro-
visions, enabled the Administration to effect its post-
ponement to the firat Monday of the following De-
cember, by a vote of 91 yeas to B8 naya.

This, of course, was equivalent to ita rejection.
But such were the wisdom and vbvious equity of its
provisions, and so highly did it commend itself 1o
the goml senze of the people, that the Administra-.
tiow party was compelled 1o yield 1o the uncontrol-
uble foree of public opinion. At the next sessjon,
therefure, of Congress, the bill was again taken up,
nud passed the Senate by a vote of 24 to 20, and the
popmlar branch by a vote of 96 to 40 It was sent
tu the President for his approval.

Nowwithstanding the unprecedented favor which
it had tound among the immediate Representatives
of the people, it was *trampled,” as Mr. Ben-
ton subsequently buasted, under the *big foot of
President Jackson.” The dissvlution of Congress,
befure the expiration of the cunstitutionsl term for
which he was authorized to retain the bill, enabled
thit seli-willed und despotic Chief Magistrate to de
fent the obvivus will of the people. If it had been
returned to Congress ut the session of its passage
it would have become a law by a two-thirds vote.
It was therefuore withheld, and, at the next session,
an the 5th of December, 1833, was sent back with
the veto of the President ; and the veto, as we have
every reagon to belicve, sprang from the personal
hostility of General Jackson toward the awthor of
the Land Bill, and an apprehension that it would
angnent the popularity of a rival, whom he feared
and huted.

The principles of the Veto Message aceorded with
those which had been already promulgated by Mr.
B ntm.  General Jackson declared himself in favor
of reducing the price ofa portion of the Public Lands
nml of surn?:ndcrihg the residue to the States in
which they lie; and withdrawing the machinery of
our land system. He objected to Mr. Clay’s plan
of giving an extra 12} per cent. of the proceeds of
the sales within their own limita to the new States,
as an *indircct and undisguieed violation of the
pledge given hy Congress to the States before a sin-
gle cession was made ; ubrogating the condition on
which some of the States came into the Union ; and
getting at nought the terms of ceszion spread upon
the face of every grant under which the title of tha

portion of the Public Lands are held by the Federal
Government.” Such were the shocking violations
of principle and compact, involved in the limited
and equitable grant to the new States, contemplated
by the bill of Mr. Clay ; and yet we were gravely
told by General Jackson, in the same breath, that
to sell the lands for & nominal price—to withdraw
the land machinery of the Guvernment altogether—
to abandon the lands—to surrender the lands—to
give them to the States in which they lie—*im-
paired no principle and violated no compact.” [t
was & gross violation of compact—it was a flagrant
outrage upon principle, to surrender a pari—but the
outrage was repaired, and the compact kept invio-
late by an abandonment of the whole! Such was
the reasoning of the Veto Message!

General Jackeon had been obliged to change his
grounds on this queation, in nrder to thwart the
views of Mr. Clay. In his Annual Message of De-
cember 4, 1832, he had recommended a measurs
fundamentally similar. But the measure now pre-
vruted to him, though it had passed Congress by
triny vhant majorities, had been suggested, although
not v/ .tarily, by an individual who shared no part
ir: his « unsels or his affections—by one, whom he
had ungenerously injured, and whom he therefore
disliked. He preferred the gratification of his maiev-
olence to the preservation of his consistency. The
consequence was his arbitrary retentiou of the bill,
by an irregular and ubprecedearsd proceeding, and
liis subsequent veto.

The right of the old States to the Public Domain
is the right of conquestand of compaet. Those lands
were won by the blood and treasure of the thirteen
Provinces. Their title deeds were signed, renled
and delivered on the plains of Yoerktown. When
the elouds of the Revolution had rolled away, and
the discordant elements of the Confederation were
taking the shape and system of our present glorious
Conztitution—the sagea and soldiers of liberiy as-
sembled for the establishment of a more perfect
union. To realize this grand end of their labors,
they recommended to the thirteen States to make &
common cession of their Territorica to the Federal
Government; that they might be administered for
their common benefit, and stand as a pledge for the
redemption of the Pubiic Debt. Patriotic Vir-
ginia, following the wise councils of her Wash-
ingtons, Henrys and Jeficrsons, surrendered with-
out a murmur her boundless domain—now the seat
of numerous new Stater, and still stretching thou-
sands of leagues into the unsurveyed and uninhab-
ited wilderness. Her sister States, though they
had less 1o surrender, surrendered all that they poe-
eessed ; and in return for this liberal and patriotic
abandonment of local advantages for the common
good, the Congress of the United States pledged it-
self by the most evlemn compart to administer this
vast Domain for the common benefit of its original
proprictors, and of such new States ae should there-
after be admitted to the Union.

The 2d of May, 1534, Mr. Clay made a report from
the Committee on Public Lands, in relation to the
President’s return of the Land Bill. In this paper
he exposcs with great ability the inconelusiveness
of the President’s reasons. For some ten years, Mr.
Clay was the vigilant, lahorious, and finally success-
ful oppunent of the monstrous project of the admin-
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istration forsquandering the Public Domain and rob-
bing theold States. To hie unremitted exertions we
shall have been indebted for the successive deteats
of the advocates of the plunder system, and fur the
finel adjustment of the question according to his
own equitable propositions. By this adjustment, all
sections of the country are treated with rigid impar-
tiality. The interest of no one State is sacrificed to
that of the others. The West, the North, the South
and the East, all fare alike. A more wise and prov-
ident system could not have been devised. It will
stand as & perpetual monument of the enlarged pa-
triotism, unerring sagacity, and uncompromising jus-
tice of its author.

The question of confirming Mr. Van Buren’s nom-
ination as Minister to England, came before the Sen-
ate during the Session of 1831—2. The conduct of
that gentleman while Secretary of State, in his in-
struclions to Mr. McLane, had excited general dis-
pleasure. Notcontent with exerting his ingenuity to
put his owncountry in the wrong and the British Gov-
ernment in the right, Mr. Van Bureu bhad endeavored
to attach to Mr. Adams’s administration the diecredit
of bringing forward unfounded * pretensions,” and
by himself disclaiming those pretensions, to pro-
pitiate the favor of the Britieh King. Upon the sub-
Ject of the Colonial Trade, he said: * T'o set up the
Sacts of the late Administration, as the cause of a
*porfeiture of privileges whickh would otherwise be
¢ ertended to the people of the United States, would,
¢ under existing circumstances, be unjust in itself,
fand could not fail Lo excite their deepest SENSIBIL-
ity

The parasitical, anti-American spirit displayed
throughout these celebrated instructions, constituted
a sufficient ground for the rejection of Mr, Van Bu-
ren’s nowination. Mr. Clay’s personal relations w-
ward that individual had always been of & friendly
character, but he did not allow them to influence his
sense of public justice. He addressed the Senate
emphutically against the nomination, declaring that
his main objection arose out of the instructions ; the
offensive passages in which he quoted.

*“On our side,” said he, * according to Mr. Van
Buren, ull was wrong; on the Britich side, all was
right. We brought forward nothing but ¢/aims and
pretensions ; the British Government asserted on the
other band a clear and incontestible right. We erred
in too tenaciously and oo long insisting upon our
pretensions,and not yielding at unce to their just de-
mands. And Mr. McLane was commanded 1o avail
himself of all the circumstances in his power to mit-
sgate our gffence, and 10 dissuade the British Gov-
ernwent from allowing their feelings justly incurred
by the past conduct of the party driven from power,
to have an adverse influence toward the American
party now in power, Sir, was this becoming lan-
guage from one independent nation to another 7 Was
:\tvprope_r in the mouth of an American minister?

as 11 in conformity with the high, unsullied, and
dignitied character of our previous diplomacy 7 Was
it not, on the contrary, the language of an humble
vaseal to a proud and haughty lord? Was it not

?rustmting and degrading the American Eagle be-
vre the British Lion 1"

The nomination of Mr. Van Buren was rejected
in the Senate by the casting vote of the Vice Presi-
dent, Mr. Calhoun. It has been said that this act
was a blunder in policy on the part of the Opposi-
tion in the Senate—that it made a political martyr
of 2 wily and intriguing antagonist, and commendcd

him to the sympathy and vindicatory favor of his
party. All this may be true; but it does not affect
the principle of the measure. Mr. Clay did not lack
the sagacity to foresee its probable comsequences;
but, where the honor of his country was concerned,
expediency wae with him alwaye an inferior consid-
eration.

CHAPTER XIIL

The Currency Question—Gen. Jackson's ** humble efforts™ w0
Improve our Condition—Recharter of the U. 8. Bank, an the
President’s Veto—Mr. C‘luﬁa Speech upon the suljpect—Char-
acter of the Vetn Power—Remaval of the Deposits—Secreta-
ries Duane and Taney—Mr, Clay’s relations toward the Fank
—His Resolutions in regard to the Remnoval of the Depsite—
His Bpeech—Aneedote—Passage of Mr. Clay's Resolutions—
The Protest—Its Doctrines— uent Lebuotes in the Benate—
Mr. Leigh—Interesting Incident—The Protest Excluded from
the Joumal—Unremitted exertions of Mr. Clay—Public Dis-
l;m- emariuli—Forcible
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Comparison—The Panic Scaioue—
t.m-uh Clay's Departure for Kentucky—Serivus As-

For the last twelve years the country has Leen
kept in a fever of perpetual excitement, or in a satm
of alternate paralyeis and convulsion, by the agita-
tion of the Currency question. General Jacksom
found us in 1829 in a condition of general prosperity.
The Government was administered with Republican
economy. The Legislature, the Judiciary snd the
Executive, every one wielding its constitutional
powers, moved on harmoniously in their respective
spheres; and the result was a system that secured
the happiness of the people and challenged the ad-
miration of the civilized world. Commerce, agricul-
ture, manufactures and the mechanic arts flourished ;
lending mutual aid, and enjoying a common pros-
perity, fostered by the Government and diffusing
blesrings among the community. The banking sys-
tem was sound throughout the States. Qurcurren-
cy was uniform in value, and the local banks were
compelled to restrict their issues to their ability of
redemption in specie. ‘There was no wild specula-
tion. Industrious enterprise was the only evurce of
fortune. Labor was amply employed, abundunily
compensated, and safe in the enjoyment of its wages.
The habits of the people were simple and democrar
ic. Our foreign credit was without a stain, and the
whole machinery of Government, trade and curren-
cy, had been brought to a etate approaching the us-
most limit to be attained by human ingenuity and
buman wisdom.

In 1830, Gen. Jackson commenced his * humble
efforta’ for improving our condition. He advised, in
his message of that year, the establishment of a
Treasury Bank, with the view, among other things,
of * strengthening the States,” by leaving in their
hands * the means of furnishing the local paper cur-
rency through their own banks.” This was his
original plag, and in this message we hear nuthing
of a better currency, or the subetitution of the pre-
cious metals for bank paper. In the following year
he again brought the suhject before Congress, and
left it to the * investigation of an enlightened people
and their representatives.” The investigation took
place; and Congress passed a bill for the rechurtcr
of the United States Bank. This bill was peremp
torily veloed by General Jackson, who condemned
it as premature, and modestly remarked in regurd to
a Baok, “ Had the Executive been called upon
furnish the project of such an institdtion, the duty

would have been cheerfully performed.”
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Mr. Clay was one of the foremost in denouncing
e extraordinary doctrires of this Veto Message.
O the 12th of July, 1832, he addressed the Senate
wp n the subject. We have already given an ex-
position of his views upon the guestion of a Blﬂrk-
They are too well known to the Country to require
reitcration in this place. They have been frankly
avowed on all fitting oceasions.  Touching the Veto
puwer, that menarchical feature in our Congtitution,
Lis opinions were such as might have been expected
from the leader of the Democratic Party of 1815. He
considered it irreconeilable with the genius of a Rep-
reaentative Government ; and cited the Constitution
of Kentueky, by which, if after the rejection of a
bill by the Governor, it shall be passed by a
majority of all the members elecred to both Houses,
it becones a law notwithstandivg the Governor's
alijeetion.

The abuses to which this power has been sub-
jeeted under the Administrations of Juckson and
T'yler, call loudly for an amendment of the Federal
Constitution. The veto of a single magistrate ona
bill passed by a numerous body of popular Repre-
sentitives, immediately expressing the opinion of all
clugsrs of the community, and all sections of the
couutry, indicates obviously an enormous preroga-
tive. Lt must so strike every one who has ever rea-
aoned on Government. When the People of Paris
called upon Mirnbesu to save them from the grant
of such a power, telling him thar, if granted, all
wit2 lust, they spoke a sentiment that is a8 universal
as the scnee and spirit of Liberty. 'When we reflect
that no King of" Engiand has dored to exercise this
p iwer since the year 1692, we cannot but feel that
tirre must have been good reason in the jealousy of
thie I'rople, and in the apprehension of the Crown.

Bristol, observes, in reference to the exercigse of this
power by the King, that it is * wisely forborne. Its
frepose may be the preservation of ite exislence,
*and irs existence muy be the means of saving the
! Constifution itself, on an oecasion worthy of
Sbringing it forth.” 8o high a power was it con-
gidered by Mr, Jefferson, that he was at one time
decidedly in fuvor of associating the Judiciary with
the Executive in ite exercise.

It is in this light that the Veto power should be
eonsidersd—as o most serious and sacred one, to be
exercized only on emergencies worthy to call it
forth. On all questions of mere opinion, mere ex-
pediency, the Representatives of the People are the
best, as they are the legitimate judges.

I'"he monstrous doctrine had been advanced by
General Jackson, in his Veto Message, that every
public officer may interpret the Canstitution as he
plenses.  On this point Mr. Clay said, with great
cogeney :—* I conceive, with great deference, that
¢ the President hus mistaken the purport of the oath
¢ tn support the Constitution of the United States.
¢ No one swears to support it a8 ke undersiands il,
¢ but to support it simply as it is in truth. All men
¢pre boumd to obey the luws, of which the Con-
¢ gtitution is the supreme ; but must they obey them
Lau they are, or as they understand them? 1f the
¢ phlization of cobedicnce i3 limited and controlled
*by the measure of information; in other words, if
¢ the party ia bound to obev the Constitution only
‘ui biw urdsrarapds "t what would be the conse-

tquence? There would be general disorder and
¢ contusion throughout every branch of Adminis-
‘ trution, from the highest to the lowest officera—
¢ universal Nullification."

During the Session of 18323, General Jackson
declared that the Public Deposita were not safe in
the vaults of the United Statea Bank, and called
upon Congresa to look into the subject and 1o
augment what he then considered the * limited
powers " of the Secretary of the Treasury over the
Public Money. Congress made the desired inves-
tigation, and the House of Representatives, by a
vote of 109 to 46, declared the Deposits to be per-
fently safe. Resolved on gratifying his feclings of
personal animoeity toward the friends of the Bank,
General Jackson did not allow this explicit declera-
tivn on the part of the immediate Agents of the
People to shake his despotic purpose. During the
Autumn of 1833, he resolved upon that most arbi-
trary of arbitrary measures, the removal of the
Deposita.  The Cabinev Council, to whom he
originally proposed this measure, are said to have
disapproved of it in the most decided terms. Mr.
McLane, the Secretary of the Treasury, refuzed te
lend to it his assistance. He was accordingly
translated to the office of Secretary of State, made
vacant by the appointment of Mr. Livingston to the
French Mission; and William J. Duane of Phila-
delphia took his place at the Head of the Treasury
Department. Mr. Duane, however, did not turn out
to be the pliable tool which the President had ex-
pected to find him. On the 20th of September,
1833. it was authoritatively announced to the pub-
lic that the Deposits would be removed. The next
day Mr. Duane made known to the President hia

. resolution, neither voluntarily to withdraw from his
Mr. Burke, in his celebrated letter to the Sheriff of |

post nor to be made the instrument of illegally
reimnoving the Public Treasures. The consequence
was, the rude dismission of the independent Secre-
tary from office on the 23d of September. Mr.
Taney, who had sustained the views of the Presi-
dent, was made his successor; and the People’s
Money was removed from the Depository where the
law had placed it, and scattered among irrespon-
sible State Institutions under the control of greedy
partisans.

The Congressional Session of 1833-4, was one of
extraordinary interest, in consequence of the dis-
cussion of this high-handed measure.

In his Message to Congrees, the President said :
“ Since the adjournment of Congrees, the Secretary
‘of the Treasury has directed the Money of the
¢ United States to be deposited in certain Stata
¢ Banks designated by him; and he will imms-
* diately lay before you his reasons for this direc-
‘tion. I concur with him entirely in the view he
* has taken of the subject; and, some months before
* the removal, T urged upon the Department the pro-
' priety of taking the step.” The ¢ rearons’ adduced
by Mr. Taney fur lending his aid to the seizure of the
Public Money, were such as might have been px-
pected fromn an adroit lawyer. However satizfue-
tury th=y might have been to General Jack=on and
his party, they were utterly insufficient to justify the
act in the eves of dispassionate and clear-minded
men. Mr. Taney undertook to eustain his position
he n precedent w h he assumed to find in a letter
wbdressed by Mr. Crawford, when Secretary <€ ba
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Treasury, to the President of the Mechanics’ Bank
of New-York. On the 19th of December, Mr. Clay
mtroduced Resolutions into the Senate calling upon
Mr. Tuney for a copy of the letter, an extract from
which he had cited in his Report.

In his remarks upon the occasion of prerenting
tbese Resolutions, Mr. Clay made some observa-
tions in regard to his own personal relations woward
the Bank. An individual high in office had allowed
himns¢1f o arsert thut a dishonorable conneciion had
enhaisted between him (Mr. C.) and that Institution.
Mr. Clay said that when the Charter, then existing,
was granted, he voted for it; and, having done eo,
he did not frel himself at liberty to subscribe, and
he did not a:bacribe for a single share in the Stock
of the Bank, although he confidently anticipated a
great ri=e in its value. A few years alterwerd,
during the Prezidency of Mr, Jones, it was thoughy
by some of his friends at Philaedelphia, expedient to
make him (Mr. C.} a Director of the Bank of the
United States; end he wms made a Director,
without any consultation with him. For that pur-
pose, five sharea were purchused for him by a
friemd, for which he (Mr. C.) afiterward paid.
Wh=n he ceazed to be a Director, a short time sub-
sequently, h= dispased of those shares; sinee which
titne he has never been proprietor of a single share.

Wi en Mr. Cheves was appointed President of the
Bank. ita affuirs in the Siat=s of Kentucky and Obio
were in great disorder ; and Mr. Clay's professional
porvices were engaged during several years for the
Bank in thove States. He brought a vast number
of smite, and tranencted a great amount of profes-
sionul business for the Bank. Among other suits,
wius une for the recovery of $100,000, seized under
the authority of & law of Ohio. which he carfied
throush the Inferior and Bupreme Courts. He was
paid by the Bank the usual conpeneation for these
st:rvices and no more. No prolessional fees were
ever more honestly and fairly evrned. For upwards
of eizht years pnst, however, he had not been the
eouns-l for the Bank. He id not awe the Bank,
or any of ita Branches, a solitury cent. Bome twelve
or filteen  vears before, owing to the failure of a
fricnd, & larre nmount of debt had been thrown upon
Mr. Cluy, as his endorser; aud it was principally
due to the Bank of the United Srates. Mr. Ciay
eommenced a svetem of rigid economy—establizhed
for himself a sinking fund—worked hard, and paid
off the deht without receiving from the Bank the
slightest fuvor.

‘I'he resvlutions of Mr. Clay, ealling vupon the
Srcretary of the Trensury for a copy of the letter,
raid 1o hove been written by Mr, Crawford, passed
the Senate ; oud on the 13th of Deceinber, a com-
munication wus reecived from Mr. Taney, the char-
acter of which waa evasive and un=atisfoctory, The
Senate had asked for documente, and he gave themn
arguments. Inreference to Mr. Crawford's opinivns,
Mr. Clay said, that although there was pluusioal 1y
in the construction, which the Secretary had -nvm
w0 them, vet he, {Mr. Clay) would und-rtuke 10
ghow that the opininna sscribed to Mr. Crawford in
reference to the Bank Charter, were never asserted
by him.

On the 26th of December, 1833, Mr. Cluy laid the
following resolutions before the Senate:

¢1. Resolved, That, by dismissing the late Sec-

retary of the Treasury, because he would not, con-
trary to hir sense of his own duty, remove 1he mo-
ney of the United States in deposit with the Bank of
the United States and Branches, in conformity with
the President’s opinion; and by wppointing his sue-
cessor to effect such removal, whiech has been dane,
the President has aesumed the exereise of a poner
over the Trearury of the United States, not granted

! b; the Constitution end Laws, and dangerous to the
h

artiea of the people.

#92  Resolved, I'hat the reason= assizned by the
8ecretary of the Treoeury, for the remnal of the
muney of the United Sratea from the United Sintes
Bank and ita Branches, commnunicated t» Congress
on the 3d day of Decewber, 1834, are unsatisfuctory
and insufficient.”

Mr. Clay’s speech in support of the resolutions
was delivered partly on the 26th sud partly on the
30th of December; and it is one of th most mas-
terly efforts of eloquence ever heard within the walla
of the Capitol. In force and amplilade of argu-
meit, variety and eppropriateness of illusiration,
and energy of diction, it iz equalled by few orntori-
cal productions in the English language. During
ita delivery, the Lower Houre was almoat desericd ;
and the galleries of the Senate Chamber were filled
by a mutely attentive audience, whose enthusiasm
occasionally broke forth in vnpuarlinmentary bursis
ol applause—a demonstration, which is rarely eli-
cited except when the feelings are aroused tv an ex«
traordinary degree.

In his exordium, Mr. Clay bricfly glanced at some
of the principal usurpations and abuses of the Ad-
ministration :

i*We are,” said he, *in the midst of a revnlution,
hitherto bloodless, but rmpidly tending 1owards a
total change of the pure Republican character of tlie
Government, and to the concentration of sll power
in the hands of one man. The puwers of Conziess
are paralyzed, except when exerted in conformity
with his will, by a frequent and exrraordinary exer-
cise of the Executive Veto, not anticipated by the
founders of the Constitution, and sot t)ruf.li.sed by
any of the predecereora of the ilrewm Chief Magin-
trate. And, to cramp them rull more, & REW expe-
dient is springing into use, of withtiolding altogether
billsa which have received the eapction of boih
Houses of Congress, thereby cutting off all oppor-
tunity of passing them, even if, after their returm, the
membhers should be unanimous in their favor. The
Constitutional participation of the ~enate in the ap-
pointing power is virtually sholished by the con-
siant use of the power of removal from ulfﬁce, witli=
out any known cause, and hy the sppointnent of
the rame individual to the same office, sfier his res
jection by the Sepate. How often have we. Sena-
tors, fi-lt that the cheek of the Senate, instcad of be-
ing, a8 the Constitution intended, a =alutary cnnlru]‘
wns an idle ceremony 1 R R

“ The Judiciary has not been exempted from the
prevailing ruge for innovation. Decisions of the
tribunals deliberately pronounced have been con-
temptunusly disregarded, and the sunctity of nuner-
ous Trentiea apenly violated. Our Yudiun relations,
coeval with the existence of the Government, and
recopnized and established by numerows lawe and
treaties, have been subverted; the rights of the
helplesa and unfurtunare aboripines trampled in the
dust, and they brought under subjection to un-

known laws, in which they have no voive, pro-
mulgated in an an unknown longusge. The wost
extensive and most valuable Public Demain, that
everfell to the lot of une Natiop, is threatened
with a total sacrifice. ‘I'he general currency of
the country—the life-blood of all its burinces—is
in the mast imminent danger of univerral disorder
and confusion. The power of Iuternal Improve-
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ment lies crushed beneath the Veto. The system
of Protection of American Industry was snatch-
ed from impending destruction at the last waumu‘;
but we are now coolly told by the Becretary o

the Treasury, without a blush, ¢ that it is under-
stood to be conceded on all hands, that a Tanff for
Protection merely is to be finally abandoned.” By
the 3d of March, 1837, il the ?mgrns of iunuvation
eontinue, there will be scarcely a vestige remujning
of the Government and its policy, as it existed prior
1o the 3d of March, 1829."

In the paper read to his Cabinet on the 18th of
September, 1833, and afterwards published in the
pewspapers, but which he refused to communicate to
the Senute, ®hen called upon by them ro to do, Pre-
sident Jackson is made to employ terms of blandish-
ment towerd his new Secretary of the Treasury, as
if to gild the shackles of dictation imposed hy Ex»-
cutive power in regard to the removal of the de-
posits. He says, he trusts that the Secretary will
ges in his remarks, * only the frank and respectful
« declarations of the opinions which the President
¢ has formed on a measure of great National interest,
“deeply affecting the character and usefulness of
*his Adminiatration, and not a spirit of dictation,
s which the President wouald be as careful to aveid,
‘a8 ready to resist.”

Mr. Clay very happily illustrates the hypocrisy
af this deferential language. * Sir, it reminds me
of an historical anecdote related of one of the moat
remarkable characiers which our species Las ever
produced. While Oliver Cromwell was contending
for the mastery of Great Britain or Ireland, (I do
not now remember which,) he besicged a certain
Catholic town. The place made a stout resistance ;
but at length the town being likely to be taken, the
poor Cutholica proposed terms of capitulation,
stipulating therein for the toleration of their reli-
gien. The paper containing the terms was brought
to Oliver, who, putting on his spectacles to read it,
cried out: * Oh, granted, granted! certainly! He,
however, added—* but if one of them shall dare be
found attending Mase, he shall be hanged "—(under
which section is not mentioned—whether under a
second, or any other section, of any particular law,
we are not told.")

After proving what is now notorious to the whole
eountry, that the Removal of the Deposits was the
ect of General Jackson and of him alone, and that
the Secretary of the Treasury was merely the catf's-
paw in the accomplishment of the seizure, Mr. Clay
proceeded to show that it was in violation of the
Constitution snd laws of the United States. His
argument on this point is faithful and conclusive.

We regret that our limited space prevents us from
quoting freely from this interesting speech. It con-
teins a succinet history of all the financial exploits
of General Jackson and his subservient Secretary up
to the period of ite delivery ; and ia as valuable for
its documentary facts as it is interesting for the
vizor and animation of its style, and the impregna-
bility of its arguments.

The resolution declaring the insufficiency of the
reasons assigned by the Secretary of the Treasury
for the Removal of the Deposits, having been refer-
red to the Committee on Finance, at the head of
which was Mr. Webster, was reported with & recom-
mendation that it be adopted. The question upon
the resclution was not twken till the 28th of March,

when it was passed by the Senate, 28 1o 18. At the
instance of some of his friends, Mr. Clay then modi-
fied his other resolution, 8o as to read as follows:

it Resolped, That the President, in the late execu-
tive proceedings in relation to the Public Revenue,
has assumed upon himeelf authority and power not
vonferred by the Constitution and Laws, but in dero-
gation of both.”

The resolution was adopted by the following vote:

Yras—Messrs. Bibb, Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clay-
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, Knight, Leigh,
Mangum, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Prenus=a,
Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard,
Sprague, Swilt, Toemlinson, Tyler, Waggaman,

ebster—26.

Navs—Mesers. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, Grundy,
Hendricks, Hill, Kape, King of Alabama, King o/
Georgia, Linn, McKean, Moore, Morris, Robin=on,
Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wilkius,
Wright—30.

The passage of Mr. Clay's resolution drew forth
from the President the celebrated Protest, which was
communicated to the Senate the 17th of April, 1333,
This document was of a most novel and unprecedent-
ed character, and gave rise to debates, which will
always be memorable in our legislative annals. The
assumptions of the Preaident were truly of a kind to
excite alarm among the friends of our Republican
aystem. In this extraordinary paper he nuintaina,
that he is responsible for the acts of every Executive
officer, and that all the powers given by law are
vested in him as the head and fountain of all. He
alludes to the Secretary of the Treasury as his Sec-
retary, and says thut Congress cannot take from the
Executive the control of the Public Money. His
doctrine is, that the President should, under his oath
of office, sustain the Constitution as he understiands
i¢; not ae the Judiciary may expound, or Congrese
declare it. From these principles, be infers that all
subordinate officers are merely the executors of his
supreme will, and that he has the right to diacharge
them whenever he may please.

These monstrous and deepotic assumptions, tran-
scendiog as they do the prerogatives claimed by most
of the monarchs of Europe, afforded a theme for elo-
quent discussion, which was not neglected by the
opposition, who then constituted the majority in tha
Senate. Mr. Poindexter, of Mississippi protested
againat the reception of such a paper from the Pres-
ident; and moved that it be not received. Mr.
Sprague, of Maine, exposed its fallacies, and de-
nounced its doctrinea in spirited and indignant terms.
The Senators from New-Jersey, Messrs. Freling-
huy sen and Southard, expressed their astonishment
and indignation in strong and decided language.
Mr. Benton, * solitarv and alone,” stood forth as the
champion of the President and the Protest.

The next day (April 18th) the consideration of Mr.
Poindexter’s motion was resumed; and Mr. Leigh,
of Virginia, addressed the Senate for about two hours
in & rpeech of rare ahility, Toward ita conclusion
an unurual incident occurred. Mr. King, of Ala-
bama, had claimed for the Prerident the merit of ad-
justing the Tariff question. He might, with quite ag
much truth, have claimed for him the merit of wri-
ting the Declaration of Independence. Mr. Leigh,
in reply to this assumption, epoke as followa :

_ % 8ir, I cannot but remember, that during the anx-
ious winter ot 18:2-3, when South Carolina, under
e deep sense of injustice and oppression, (whethes
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wel] or ill founded, it is immaterial now to inquire,)
was exerting her utmoet efforts (no matter now
whether wisely or not) to bring about & relaxation of
the system—when all men were trembling under the
apprehension of Civil War—irembling frem the con-
wiction, that if sttch & contest should arise, let it ter-
wminale how i might, it rould put our present iusti-
dutions in jeopardy, and end either in Consolida-
tion or Disuaion—for, d am persuaded, that the
Arst drop of blood which shall be shed in a civil
strife betwween the Federal Government and any
State, will floww from an tmmedicable wound, that
sone may hupe ecer to sre healed—I1 cannot but re-
member that the President, though wielding such
vast power and influence, never contributed the
least nid to bring about the compromise that saved
us lrom the evils which all men, 1 believe, and I
certuinly, g0 much dreaded. The men are not pre-
sent to whoin we are chiefly indebted for thar com-
promise; and I am glad :{;e}, are absent, since it
enabies e to speak of their conduct as 1 feel, with-
out restraint from a sense of delicacy—I ruise my
buible voice in gratitude for that service to Henry
Clay of the Senate, and Robert P. Letcher of the
House of Reprerentatives——""

Here Mr. Leigh wan interrupted by loud and pro-
longed plaudits 1n the gallery. T'he Vice Prerident
suspended the dizcussion, snd ordercd the galleries
to be clearrd. While the Sergeant-at-Arms was in
the act of fulfilhog this order, the applaure wns re-
peated. Mr. Benuton moved that the persons ap-
plauding should be taken into custody; but before
the rotion could be considered, the gulleries were
vacuted and order wus restored.

On the 21at of April, another mcsrage was receiv-
ed [romn the President, being a sort of codicil to the
Protest, in which he undertook to explain certnin
passazen, which he feared had been wisapprehended.
Mr. Poindexter withdrew his original motion, and
substitnted four resolutions, in which it was embod-
ied. These resvlutions were modified by Mr. Clay,
and an amendment suggested hy Mr. Calhoun was
adopted. Mesera. Clayton, Webster, Preston, Ew-
ing, Mangum, and others, addressed the Senate elo-
quently on various occariong upon the eubject
of the Protest ; and, on the 30th of April, Mr. Clay,
the resolution of Mr. Poindexter still pending, made
bis well-known speech. Although the subject
soemed to have been exhausted by the accomplished
speukers who had preceded him, it wos at once re-
inveated with the charms of novelty in his hands.
The speech contains the most complete and faithful
picture of Jacksoniam ever presented to the country.

The Resolutiona of Mr. Poindexter passed the Se-
aate, by u vote of 27 to 16. on the seventh of May.
They exclude the Protest from the Journals, and
declare that the President of the United States has
mo right to send a Protest to the Senate ogainst any
of its proceedings.

On the twenty-eighth of May, 1834, Mr. Clay in-
woduced two joint Resolutions, redisserting what
bad been already declared by Resolutions of the Se-
mate, that the reasops aesigned by the Secretary of
the Trersury to Congress, for the Removal of the
Public Deposita, were infufficient and unsatisfac-
wry ; and providing that, from and afier the firat day
of July ensuing, all Deposita which might accrue
#om the Public Revenue, subsequent to that period,
should be placed in the Bank of the United States
sad its Branches, pursuant to the 16th eectiun of the
Act to Incorporate the Subscribers to the United
Biates Bank.

In presenting these Hesolutions, Mr. Clay re-
marked that, whatever might be their fate at the
other end of the Capirol or in another building, that
consideration ought to have no iufluence on the
course of the Senate. The Resolutions were adopt-
ed and sent to the House, where they were laid up-
on the table, and, as was anticipated, never ected
upon.

The lahors of Mr. Clay during the celebrated ses-
sion of 18334, appear to have been arduous and io-
cessant. On every important question that cams
before the Senate, he spoke, showing himeseli the
ever-vigilant and active opponent of Executive usur-
pation. Jmmediawly afier the withdrawal of the
Public Money from the United States Bank, and
before the * Pet Banks,” to which the trensure had
been transferred, had created an unhealthy plethora
in the Currency by their consequent expansions, the
distress among the People began to manifest itself
in numerous memoriala to Congress, protesting
against the President’s financial experiments, and
calling for reliel. Many of these memorials were
cominunicated to the Senate through Mr. Clay, and
he generally accompanied jheir presentation with a
brief but pertinent epecch. His remarks on prezent-
ing & memorial from Kentucky, on the twenty-sixth
of February, 1834—and from Trov, the fourteenth of
April—are eloquent expositions of the financial con-
dition of the country at those periods. In his speech
of the fifth of February, on a motion to print add-
tional copies of the Report of the Committee on Fi-
nance, tv whom had bren refesred the Report of the
Secietary of the Treasury in regard to the Removal
of the Deposits, wo find the following just and furci-
ble image : A

“ The idea of uniting thirty or forty local Bomks
for the estublishment and seeurity of an equal Cur-
rency could never be realized. As well might the
crew of a national vessel be put on board thirty or
forty bark canoer, tied together by a grape-vine, and
sent out upon the troubled ocean, while the billows
were rising mountain-high, and the tempest wus ¢x-
hausting it rage on the foaming element, in the hope
that they migzht weather the siorm, and reach their
distant destination in rafety. The People would be
contented with no such feect of bark canoes, with
Admiral Tuney in their command. They would be
heard again calling out for Old Lronsides, which had
never failed them 1n the hour of trial, whether amidst
the ocean’s storm, or in the hour of battle.”

This session, generally known as the * anic Scs-
sion,” was one of the most remarkable that hows
ever occurred in the progress of our Government,
Never was there collected in the Senate a greater
amount of eminent ability. For weeks together the
Whige poured forth a torrent of eloquent denuncia-
tions, in every form, against that high-handed mea-
sure, the Removal of the Deposits. Thia was nost
generally done on the occasion of presenting peti-
tions or memorials from the People against it. Ga
into the Senate Chamber any morning during this
interesting period, and you would find some Whig
on his feet, expatiating on the pernicious consequen~
ces of that most disastrous proceeding. It was then
that they predicted the evil effects of it, eince so f-
tally and exactly realized.

Mr. Clay was among the most active and eloquent
of these distinguished chumpions of the People. No
one exhibited so great a veriety of weapors of nttack
vpon the Administration, or wo consummate a skill
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iu the use of them. Early in Murch, 1834, a Com-
mutee from Philadelphia arrived in Washivgtun
‘:“}! & memorial frum a large body of Mechanics, de

Piciing the state of prostration and distress produced
wnong all ihe laboring classes, by the high-handed
and pernicious measures of the Administration. In
presenting this memorial, Mr. Clay took occasion to
deviute somewhat from the beaten track of debate.
He made & direct appeal to the Vice President, Mr.
Van Buren, charging him with the delivery of a
message to the Executive. After glancing at the
glwmy condition of the country, he remarked that
it was in the power of the Chief Magistrate to adopt
= measure which, in twenty four hours, would afford
an efficacious and substantial remedy, and retstab-
lieh confidence ; and those who, in that Chamber,
supported the Administration, could not render a
better service than to repair to the Executive Man-
sion, and, placing before the Chief Magistrate the
maked and undisguised truth, prevail upon him to
wetrace his steps and abandon his fatal experiment.

“No one, Sir,” continued Mr. Clay, turning to
the Vice President, “can perform that duty with
‘1nore propriety than yourself. You can, if you
“will, induce him to change his course. To you,
* then, Sir, in no unfriendly spirit, but with feelings
* sofizned and subdued by the deep distress which
*pervades every class of our countrymen, I make
‘the appeal. By your official and personal rela-
*tions with the President, you maintain with him
*an intercourse which I neither enjoy nor covet.
*Go to him and tell him without exaggeration, but
*in the language of truth and sincerity, the actual
* enndition of his bleeding Country. Tell him it is
*nearly ruined and undone by the measures which
*he has been induced to put in operation. Tell
¢ him that his experiment is operating on the Nation
¢ like the philosopher’s experiment upon a convulsed
. *apimal in an exhausted receiver; and that it must
*expire in agony if he does not pause, give it freeh
" gad sound circulation, and suffer the energies of
i the People to be revived and restored. Tell him
¢ that in a single city more than sixty bankruptcies,
‘involving a loss of more than fifteen millions of
t dollurs, have occurred. Depict to him, if you
‘can find language for the task, the heart-rending
* wretchedness of thousands of the Working Classes.
* Tell him how much more true glory is to be won
¢ by retracing false steps than by blindly rushing on
*until the country is overwhelmed in bankruptcy
‘and ruin. Entreat him to pause.”

In thia strain Mr, Clay proceeded for nearly twenty
minutes. Nothing eould be more eloquent, touch
ing and unanswerable than the appeal, although, of
eourse, it failed of effect. “ Well, Mr. Van Buren,
did you deliver the messuge I charged you with?"
asked Mr. Clay, as he met the Vice President in the
Senate Chamber the next morning before the day’a
seeeion had commenced.

The reply of Mr. Van Buren is not recorded.
That gentleman, however, was never celebrated for
his powers of repartee. During the period of his
Yice Presidency, Mr. Clay dined with him on one
occasion in company with the Judges of the United
States Court, the Heads of Departments, and others.
Conversation at dinner glanced at the fact that Tory
Ministers, both in England and in France, were more
disposed than Whig Ministers to do justice to the

United States, and deal liberally with them in all
international negotiations. All the parties present
agreed aa to the fact; end turning suddenly t Mr.
Van Buren, Mr. Clay said :—* If you will permu
me, I will propose a toast.” “ With great pleasure,”
returned the Vice President. I propose,” said Mr.
Clay, * Tory Ministers in England and France,
and a Whig Ministry in the United States.”
The toast was drunk with great cordiality by the
company, Mr. Van Buren aflfecting to laugh, but
blushing at the same time up to the eyes, and evi-
dently nonplussed for a retort.

The meesage addressed by Mr. Clay to the Vice
President recalls to mind another, which he re-
quested the late Mr. Grundy to deliver to President
Jackson. It weas the last of February, 1833, when
the Land Bill was pending. * Tell General Jack-
son,” said Mr. Clay, * that if he will sign that bill I
will pledge myself to retire from Congress and never
enter public life again. Mr. Grundy, who was an
amiable and remarkably good-natured person, said :
“ No, I can't deliver that message ; for we may have
use for you hereafter.” This wes, it will ba remem-
bered, at the session when the Compromise passed.

The First Session of the Twenty-Third Congress
terminated the 30th of June, 1834, and Mr. Clay,
after hia prolonged and laborious exertions in
behalf of the Coustitution and the Luaws, set
out immediately on his journey home. As ihe
stage-coach, in which he was proceeding from
Charlestown toward Winchester in Virginia, was
descending o hill, it was overturned, and a worthy
young gentleman, Mr. Humrickhouse, son of the
Contractor, was instantly killed by being crushed
by the vehicle. He was seated by the side ot the
driver. Mr. Clay was slightly injured. The acci-
dent happened in consequence of a defect in the
breast-chain, which gave way. On his arrival at
Winchester, Mr. Clay was invited to a Public Din-
ner, which he declined, as well on account of his
desire to reach home, as because of this melancholy
accident, which dizqualified him for immediate eu-
joyment at the festive board.

CHAPTER XIV.

Qur Claima on France—Hostile tone of General Jackson's Mes
sage of BM4—HRecommends Reprisals—Mr. Clay’s Report an
the subject—Discussion—Unanimous adoption of his Res.la
tion—Effect of the Mesage—Speech on presenting the Chero-
kee Memorial—Executive Patronage—The Cumberlund Road,

THE most important question which came before
Congress at its Second Seseion, in 1834-5, was that
of our Relations with France. The claima of our
citizens upon that Government for aggressions upon
our Commerce between the years 1300 and 1817

had been repeatedly admitted ; but no decided stepa
toward a settlement had been taken until the 4th of

_July, 1831, when a Treaty waa ratified, by which it

was agreed, on the part of the French, that the sum
of twenty-five millions of francs should be paid 1o
the United States as an indemnity. By the terms
of the Treaty, the first instalment was to be paid at
the expiration of one year after the exchange of the
ratifications.

The French Government having failed in the per-
tormance of this stipulation—the draft of the United
States for the first instalment having been dishonored
by the Minister of Finance—President Jackson, in
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his Messuge of December, 1834, to Congress, recom-
mended that, in case provision +hould not be made
fur the payment of the dcbr at the approaching See-
gion of the French Chambers, n law should be
puesed authorizing reprizals upon French property.
This was a step not to be precipitately tallen; and,
tn insure its patriotic, dispasrionate and staterman-
like couneideration, the Senate placed Mr. Clay at
the head of the Committes on Foreign Relations, to
which Committee that part of the President’s Mes-
eaze reluting to our uffuirs with France was referred.

On the 6th of January, 1835, Mr. Clay made his
celrhruted Report to the Senate. It was read by
him from his seat, its reading occupyving an hour
and a half; the Senate Chamber being thronged
during its delivery by Members of the House, and
the gallerira filled to overflowing. The ability dis-
played iu this extraordinary document, the firmness
and moderation of its tone, the perspicuous arrange-
ment of facta which it pregents, the lucidity and
etrength of it etyle, and the inevitable weight of ita
coneclu-inns called forth the adiniration and concur-
rence of all parties. It would seem to have been,
uider Providence, the means of averting a war with
Frunce. In the preparation of it, Mr, Clay had a
difficult and delicate task to perform; and it was
avcomplished with great ingenuity and succees.
Not a worl that could lower the national tone and
gpirit was indulged in. He eloquently maintained
that the right lay on our side, but admitted that the
Froneh King had not been so far in the wrong that
n'l hopes of the executinn of the Treaty were ex-
tinet, nor dill he consider that hostile measures were
yet justifinble. This temperate, judicious, firm and
etntesinun-like language, while it removed all cause
of off-uce on the part of the French, imparted new
renown to our own Diplomacy. While it was
all that the most chivalrous champions of their
Conntry’s honor could ask, it breathed a spirit
which called forth the full approbation of the
friends of peace.

Asa soon as Mr, Clay had finished the reading of
his Repurt, a discussion arose in the Senate as to
the numnber which ghould be printed. Mr. Poindex-
ter moved the printing of twenty thousand extra co-
pi#s. Mr. Clay thought that number too large, and
sugagested five thousand., Mr. Calhoun said he ghould
vote for the large-t number proposed He had heard
the report read with the greatest plessure. It con-
tuined the whole grounds which ought to be laid he-
fore the people. Of all calamities that could befall
the country, he moet deplored 8 French War at that
time. Under these considerations he should vote for
twenty-thousand copica.

Mr. Ewing and Mr. Porter would vote for the lar-
gest number, and the latier would have preferred
thirty or forty thoueand.

Mr. Preston said he was atrongly impressed by the
views tuken by the Committee, and considercd them
snfficient to satisly the people that we could honor-
ubly und jusily avoid wor with Frunce. Conrcur-
riog in the gentiments of the Committee, and enter-
tuining a profound respect for the wisdom exhibited
in the Report, he was anxious that the documem
should be spread through the coun try as widel: as
posaible.

The Senate finally ordered twenty thoueand co-
pies of this admirable reporttobe printed, and it vas

soon scatiered to the remotest corners of the Union.
Its effect in reviving the confidence and allaying the
fears of our mercantile community muest be fresh in
the remembrance of many. The rates of Insurance
were at once diminished, and Commerce spread her
white wings to the gale, and swept the occan once
more unchecked by the liabilities_of a huvstile en-
counter. The depression in business produced by
the President’s belligerent recommendation was at
once removed. '

The Report showed conclugively that the Presi-
dent’s recommendation in regard to reprisals was
premature, and unauthorized by the circumstances
of the case; and that there had been a eonstant mun~
ifestation on the part of the Executive branch of the
French Government of a disposition to carry the
Treaty of indemnification into effecct. The Commnit-
tee expressed their agreement with the President,
that the fulfilment of the Treaty should be inristed
upen at all hazards ; but they considered that a raszh
and precipitate course on our part should be sedu-
ously avoided. They would not anticipate the poss
sibility of a final breuch by France ol ber soletin
engagements. They limited themaelves to a cun-
sideration of the posture of things as they then ex-
isted. At the same time, they observed that it could
not be doubted that the United States were ubund-
antly able to sustain themselves in nny vicigsitudes
to which they might be exposed. The patrictizm of
the people had been, hitherto, equal to all emergen-
cies, and if their courage and constancy, when they
were young and comparatively weak, bore tlvia
safely through all past struggles, the hope might be
confidently entertained nuw, when their nunhers,
their strength and their resources were greatly iu=
creased, that they would, whenever the uvecasion
might arise, triumphantly maiutain the hounor, the
rights and the interests of their country. The Com-
mittee concluded by recommending to the Senute
the adoptiun of the following resolution :

# Resolved, That it i8 inexpedient at this time to
pass any luw vesting in_the Fresident authority lor
making reprisals upon French property, in the con-
tingency of provision not beipg made for paying 10
the United Stutes the indemnity ruipuluted by the

Treuty of 1831, during the present session of the
French Chumbers.”

On the 141h of January, Mr. Clay, pursuant te
previous notice, called for the consideration of the
Report of the Committee on Foreign Relations, ard
itse accompanying Resolution. It being expected
that be would address the Senate, n Inrge audience
was in antendance, and, as soon ar he was up, the
other House was without a quorum. The quextion
being upon agreeing to the resolution as reported, ha
spke for neurly an hour, and hia remarks were in
the same moderate, magnuniimous and truly Aweri-
can #truin, which churacterized his Report.

Mr. Kinz, of Georgia. one of the Administration
Members of the Comumittec on Forcign KHelations,
after bearing the strongest testimony to the cumdid
and temperate character of Mr. Cluy's Report, mo-
ved to give the Resolution such a modification as,
without changing its substauce, would obtain for it
a unanimous vote. Mr. Clay accepted in purt Mr,
King’s amendment, and alse one that was offercd by
Mr. Webster; and the wollowing resolution was at
length UsaxiMousLY PASSED by the Senate.

= Resolved, That it is inexpedient ut present (o
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adopt any legislative measure in reganl to the state
of affuirs between the United States and France.”

The unanimous passage of this resolution, was a
result as gratifying as it was unexpected ; and its
eflect upon the French Chambers, in neutralizing
the harsh language of the President, and hostening
the execution of the Treaty was most auspicious.
The praises of Congresa and of the country, were
liberally awarded to Mr. Ciay for his judicious and
conclusive Report in behalf of a pacific course.

The effect of the I’'resident’s Mesaage recommend-
ing reprisals and conveying an kmputation upon the
good faith of Louis Phillippe, was such as might
huve been anticipated. The French King was just-
ly offended. The French Minister was at once re-
ealled from Washingtou, and a Chargé des Affaires
substituted. Passports were remdered to our Minis-
ter at Paris. In consequence of these developments,
Mr. Clay, on the last day of the Session, made an-
other und a briefer Report from the Committee on
Forcign Relations, in which the committee expressed
the opinion, that the Senate ought to adhere to the
Resolution, adopted the 14th of January, to await
the result of another appeal to the French Chambers ;
and, in the mean time, to intimate no ulterior pur-
puse, but to hold iteelf in reserve for whatever exi-
‘gencies might arise. The Senate concurred in the
advice of the Committee, who were then discharged
from the further consideration of the subject.

On the 4th of February, 1335, Mr. Clay made a
brilliant and impressive speech in the Senate upon
the subject of a memorial, which he predented from
certain Indians of the Cherokee tribe. The memo-
riul set forth in eloquent and becoming terms the
comndition of the tribe, their grievances and their
wants. It seemed, that of the remnant of this peo-
ple then in Georgia, one portion were desirous of
being aided to remove beyond the Missiscippi, and
the other wished to remain where they were, and to
be removed from the rigid restrictions which the State
of Georgia had imposed upon them. In his remarks,
Mr. Clay eloquently alluded to the solemn treaties
by which the possession of their lands had been se-
eured to these Indians by our Government. The
faith of the United States had been pledged that they
should continue unmolested in the enjoyment of their
hunting-grounds. In defiance of these sacred stip-
ulations, Georgia had claimed jurisdiction over the
wribe—had parceled out their lands and dispesed of
them by lottery—degraded the Cherokees to the
eonditjon of serfs—denied them all the privileges
of freedom, and rendered their condition infinitely
worse than thot of the African Slave, It was the
interest as well as the pride of the master to provide
for the health and comfort of his slave; but what
human being was there to care for these unfortunate
Indians ? .

As Mr, Clay warmed in his remarks, and dwelt,
more in sorrow than in anger, upon the wrongs and
sutrages perpetrated in Georgia upon the unoffend-
ing aborigines within her borders, many of his hear-
ers were affected to teare, and he himself was obvi-
ously deeply moved. The occasion was rendered
still more interesting by the presence of a Cherokee
Chief and a female of the tribe, who seemed to listen
to the orator with o painfully eager attention. In
eonclusion, Mr. Clay submitted a resolution direct-
ing the Commitiee on the Judiciary to inquire into

the expediency of muking farther provision by law
to enable Indian Tribes, to whom londs hed been
secured by treaty, to defend and maintain their righta
to such lands in the Courts of the United Suates;
alzo, & resolution directing the Committee on Indian
Affuirs to inquire into the expediency of setting
apart a district of country, west of the Mississippi,
for euch of the Cherokee Nation as were dizpused 1o
emigrate, and for securing in perpetuity their peacc-
ful enjoyment thereof to themselves and thair de-
scendants. '

The oppressed Aboriginal Tribes have slways
found in Mr. Clay a friend and a champion. Al-
though coming from a State which, in consequence
of the numerous Indian massacres of which it has
been the theatre, has received the appellation of
“ the dark and bloody ground,” he has never suffcr-
ed any unphilosophical prejudice against the unfor-
tunate Red Men to blind his rense of justice or check
the promptings of humanity. He has constantly
been among the most active vindicators of their caure
—the most eflicient advocates of a liberal pulicy
towarda them.

To General Jackson's administration we are in-
debted for the system which makes the vffices of the
Federal Government the rewards of political parti-
sanship, and proscribes all incumbents who may en-
tertain opinions at variance with those of the Execu-
tive. The Government of the United States dispo-
ses of an annual patronage of nearly forty millions
of dollars. By the corrupt use of this immense fund,
the Jackson dynasty sustained and perpetuated it-
self in spite of the People. Here was the secret of
ite strength. Commit what violence, outrage what
principle, assail what interests he might, President

‘Jackson threw himself back upon his patronage and

found protection. The patronage of the Press, the
patronage of the Post Office, the patronage of the
Custom House, with its salaries, commissions and
fees—the patronage of the Land Office, with ita op-
portunities of successiul epeculation—these furmed
the stronghold and citadel of corrupt power.

On the eighteenth of February, 1835, Mr. Clay
addressed the SBenate in support of the hill for the
Abatemecnt of Executive Patronage. His speech
conteins a striking exposition of the evils resulting
from the selfish and deepotic exercise, on the part of
the Chief Magistrate, of the appointing and removing
power; and is pervaded by that truly democratic
spirit which has characterized all the public acts of
the author.

A bill making an appropriation for the Cumber-
land Road was discussed in the Senate early in Fcb-
ruary. Mr. Clay spoke in favor of the appropria-
tion, but adversely to the policy of surrendering the
Roed to the Statea through which it runa



LY

Life of Henry Clay.

CHAPTER XV.

Bettlement of our French Affuin—Mr. Clay’s Land Bill--His
Specch—Passage of the Rill in the Senate— Abolition Petitions
—Mr. Clay vindicates the Right of Petitiun—The Deposit
Banks—Frediction—I ndence of Texns— ¥ arious questions
—Return to Kentucky—Re-e Benator in 1¥6—State of
the ountry in 1829 and 1836— A contrast—Administration ma-

rity in the Senate—Mr. Colhoun's Land Bill—Opposition of
1r. Clay—T""ariff~His two Compromises—The Bpecie Uircu-
t;::;dgh wion—PBenton's Expunging Resolution—Miscel-

Our affairs with France occupied a considerable
portion of President Jackson's Message to the
‘Fwenty-Fourth Congress at its first session. Mr.
Clay was again placed at the head of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations; and on the eleventh of
January, 1836, he introduced a resolution to the Se-
mate, celling upon the President for information with
regard to our affuira with France, and for the com-
munication of certain overtures made by the French
Guvernment. An additional resclution was pre-
sented by him two or three weeks afterward, calling
for the eoinmunication of the exposé which accom-
panied the French Bill of Indemnity of the 27th of
April, 1835; and aleo, copies of certain notes which
passed between the Duc de Broglie and sur Charge,
Mr. Barton; together with those addressed by our
Minister, Mr. Livingston, 1o the French Minister of
Fareign Affairs, or to the Secretary of Siate of the
United States. ‘These resolutions were adopted,
with amendments.

On the eighth of February, 1836, a Meseage from
the President waa received, announcing that the Go-
vernment of Great Britain had offered its mediation
for the adjustment of the dispute between the United
States and France., The Message was referred to
the Committee on Foreign Affaire; and on the twen-
ty-second of February, a correspondence between
the Secretary of State and Mr. Bankhead, on the
subject of British mediation, was submitted. This
gave occasion for some remarks from Mr. Clay, whe
gaid that he could not withhold the expression of
his congratulation to the Senate, for the agency it
bad in producing the happy termination of our diffi-
culties with France. If the Senate had not, by its
unanimous vote of last September, declared that it
was inexpedient to adopt any legislutive action upon
the subject of our relations with France; if it bad
yielded to the recommendations of the Executive in
ordering reprisals against that power, it could not
be doubted but that war would have existed at that
moment in its most serious state.

Mr. Clay renewed his exertions in behalf of his
Land Bill during this session. On the fourteenth
of April, it was taken up in the Senate as the special
order, and discussed nearly every day for a period
of two weeks, during which he was frequently call-
ed upon to defend and explain its provisions. His
speech of April 26th is remarkable for the vigor of
ita urguments and the force of its appeals. Of thisef-
fort, the National Intelligencer said : * We thought,
‘aftcr hearing the able and comprehensive argu-
t ments of Meesre. Ewing, Southard and White, in
¢t favor of this beneficent measure, that the subject
t wus exhausted, that, nt any rate, hur little new
¢ could be urged in its defence. Mr. Clay, however,
tin onc of the most luminous and forcible argu-
+ ments which we have ever heard him deliver,
* placed the subject in new lights, and gave to it new

‘ claims to favor. The whole train of his reasoning
‘ appeared to us a series of demonstrations.”

The Land Bill, essentially the same asthat vetoed
by General Jackson, passed the Senate the fourth of
May, 1836, by & vote of twenty-five to twenty ; and
was sent to the House. But the influence of the
Executive was too potent here yet to admit of the
puossage of a measure which, though approved by
the majority, was opposed by the President because
of ite having originated with Mr. Cley.

The question of the right of petition came before
the Senate early in the session. On the I1lih of
January, Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from
a religious Society of Friends in Pennsylvania. re-
questing Congress to abolish Slavery and the Slave
Trade in the District of Columbia. He moved that
the Memorial should be read, and the prayer of the
Memorialista be rejected. Mr. Calhoun demanied
that the question should be first taken whether the
petition be received or nut; and a debate, which was
prolonged at various intervale till the 9th of Murch
sprang up on this preliminary question. Before the
question was taken, Mr. Clay briefly explained his
viewsa. On the subject of the right of Congress te
abolish Slavery in the District, he was inclincd re
think, and eandor required the avowal, that the right
did exist; though be chould 1ake & future opporiurity
of expressing his views in opposition to the expe-
diency of the exercise of that power. He expressed
his disapprobation of the motion to receive and im-
mediately reject, made by the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. Buchanan.) He thought that the
right of petition required of the servanis of the peo-
ple to examine, deliberate and decide, either to
grant or refuse the prayer of a petition, giving the
reasons for such decision; and that such was the
beset mode of putting an end to the agitation of the
public on the subject.

The question * shall the petition be received 1"
being taken, was decided in the aflirmative—yeas,
36; nays, 10.

Mr. Clay then offered an amendment to Mr. Bu-
chanan’s metion to reject, in which amendment the
principal reason why the prayer of the Memorial-
ists could not be granted are succinctly given. The
amendment not meeting the views of some of his
Southern friends was subsequently withdrawn by
Mr. Clay, who maintained, however, that he could
not assent that Congress had no Constitutional
power to legislate on the prayer of the petition.
The subject was at length laid on the table by a
vote of twenty-four to twenty ; but the friends of the
sacred, ungualified right of petition should not for-
get that Mr. Clay has ever upheld their cause with
with his best energies und his warmert zeal.

A report from the Secretarv of the Treasury,
showing the condition of the Deporit Banks, came
before the Senate for consideration the 17th of March,
1836. Mr. Clay forcibly depicted on this occasion
the total insecurity of the vast public treasure in the
keeping of these Banks. What was then propheev
became hietory soon afterwards. * Suppose,” =uid
he, * a great deficiency of routhern crops, or oy
¢ nthercrisiscreating n necessity for the exportation of
¢ gpecie to Europe, instead of the ondinary shipments.
¢ These Banks would be compelled to call in their
¢igsues. This would compel other Bauks to call in,
¢ in like manner, and a panic and general want of
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! confidence would enente. Then what would beconie
*of the public money 1" It is unnecessary to point
to the fulfilment of these predictions. Soon after
the deposits were removed to the Fet Banks, they
becume the basis of vest land speculations, into
which all who could obtuin a share of the Govern-
ment money, plunged at once heels over head;
Postmasters, Custom-House officers, Navy Agents,
Pet Bunk Directors, Cashiers and Presidents, Dis-
trict Attorneys, Government Printers, Secretaries of
State, Postmusters Geperal, Attorneys General,
President's Secretaries, and all the innumerable sti-
pendiaries of the Adwinistration. It was this wild
spreulution, fostered and conducted by the facilities
of the Deposit Banks, that filled the Treasury with
opnuvailable funds. The experiment terminated, as
Kir. Clay prophesied it would terminate, in univer-
sal bankruptey.

On the 8th of June, Mr. Clay, from the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations, introduced a report with
a resolution, for recognizing the Independence of
Texas whenever satisfactory information should be
received, that it had a civil Government in success-
ful operation. Mr. Preston expressed a hope that
the Executive was by that time in possession of such
information ; as would enable the Senate to adopt
stronger measures than that recommended by the
Committee; and he submitted a resvlution calling
on the President for such information. Mr. Clay
wished that the resolution might be taken up and
acted on; as he would be extremely glad to receive
intormation that would authorize atronger measures
in fivor of Texas. The report of the Committee
was concurred in; and Mr. Preston’s resolution
adopted. The reault of the call upon the President
ani of the discussions that ensued, waa the unani-
mous adoption, by the Senate, on the first of July,
of the resolution reported by Mr. Clay, with an
amendment by Mr. Preston adding a clause ex-
pressing the satisfuction of the Senate, at the Pre-
sident’'s having taken measures for obtaining ac-
curate information as to the civil, military and poli-
tical condition of Texns. Similar resolutions pass-
ed the House the 4th of July. .

Mr Clay spoke on a variety of questions, ip ad-
dition to those we have alluded to, during the sea-
gion of 1834-3; on the motion to admit the Senators
feomn Michigan on the Hoor, and the recognition of
that clause in the Constitution of Michigan, which
he conceived to give to aliena the right to vote; on
the resolution of Mr. Calhoun to inquire into the
expedicney of such a reduction of duties as would
naot affeet the Manufucturing interest ; on the Forti-
fiention Bill, &ec. Congress adjourned the fourth of
July, 1836.

On his return to Kentucky a dinner was given to
Mr. Clay by his fellow-citizens of Woodford County.
During his absence from hon 3, he had experienced
henvy alflictions in the death of a beloved daughter
and of his only sister. On rising to speak, he was
80 overcome by the recollection of these losses, ad
d=d to an allusion which had been made to the re-
mnins of his mother being buried in Woodford, that
e was obliged to resume his seat, He soon rallied,
however, and addressed the company for about two
hours in an animated and powerful strain. He re-
riewed the recent acts of the Administration—their

constant tampering with the currency—the Trea-!

sury Order, directing that all payments for lands
ghould be made in specie—the injustice prectised
towards the Indian tribes—and the disgracefully
protracted 3eminole War. In conclusion, Mr, Clay
alluded to his intended retirement from the Senate
of the United Stotee—an intention, which, at thas
time, he fondly cherished.

So fixed was his wish to withdraw from publie
life, that he had, at one period, in 1836, made up hia
mind to resign. It is certain, that he looked forward
with confidence to declining & retlection; and he
expressed a bope at the Woodford dinner, that the
State would turn its attention 1o some other citizen.

In the autumn of 1836, Mr. Clay narrowly escoped
o violent death. He was riding on horseback in ons
of his fields, surveying his cattie, when a furivus
bull, maddened from some cause or other, rushed
towards him, and plunging his homs with tremen-
dous foree into the horse on which Mr. Clay was
seated, killed the poor animal on the epot. The dis-
tinguished rider was thrown to the distance of sev-
eral feet from his horse, and, though somewhat
hurt by the fall, escaped without material injury,

We have already given an exposition of Mr. Clay’s
views in behalf of Colonization. In 1836, he was
unanimnously elected President of the American Co
lonization Society in the room of the illustrious Ex
President Madison, deceased. He accepted the ap-
pointment.

During the winter of 1836, Mr. Clay was reélect-
ed a Senator from Kentucky for six yeara from the
ensuing fourth of March. The vote stood : fur Henry
Clay 76; for James Guthrie, the Administration can-
didate, 34. Eight members were absent, four of
whom, it is said, would have voted for Mr. Clay.

The state of the Republic, toward the termination
of General Jackson's second Presidential term, s
yet vividly in the recollection of all our citizens.
He had found the country, in 1829, in a condition
of unexnmpled prosperity. The Government was
administered with economy strictly republican.
Congress was the dominant power in the land.
Commerce, Manufactures, Agriculture, flourished.
The Banking System was in a state of remarkable
soundness. There was no dizposition to multiply
local Banke. There was neither temptation nor
ability for these Banks to expand their issues. The
failure of a Bank was an occurrence as unusual as
an earthquake. Labor was sure of employment,
and sure of its reward. There were few brokers,
usurera and money-lenders by profession. There
werg no speculators by profession. There were
no immense operations in fancy stocks and land
schemes. There was but one way of grow-
ing rich—hard labor—assiduous industry—early
rising—late retiring—and anxious, devoted and per-
eevering attention to business. Qur babits, ns a
peaple, were simple and demoeratic.  Our Fog-
E£i68 CREDIT Was WiITHOUT A sTAIN. The debus
which we contracted abroad were such as we could
pay—and paid they were with scrupulous and
honorable punctuality. ©Our CuRRENCY Was,
WITHOUT EXCEPTION, THE MOST PERFECT ON
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE. [No man ever lost a
cent by it. It was abundant, safe, and well ae-
credited in every part of the world. All pecuniary
oprrations of Trade and Commerce were conducted
with the most wonderful facility and regularity.
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Gold and silver were in free circulation, and there
was at &ll times an abundant supply of the smaller
eoins. Millions on millions of exchanges were
megotiated in every quarter of the country, and at
en avernge rate of one-half or one per cent.—a
charge merely nominel in comparison with the sub-
sequent rates. The whole machinery of Society,
Government, Trade and Currency was in a state as
wearly approaching perfection as human wisdom
and ingenuity could compass.

Such was the condition of the Republic in 1829,
Then the destroyer came—and all was blasted.
For eight years he managed the affuirs of the
country in his own way; and HiS WILL WAS THE
LAW OF THE LARD.

During those eight years, what a change came
over our affaira! The whele machinery of Cur-
rency, Trade and Government was deranged. The
land was flooded with three or four hundred millions
of irredeemeble paper. The smaller coins disup-
peared. Specie payments were universally sus-
pended ; and gold and silver were no more a cur-
rency than amethysts and diamoends. In trade,
every thing ran into speculation. Danks sprang
up like mushrooma on every side. Any two men
who could write their names eo as to sign and
endorae a piece of paper, were enabled to procure
¢ fucilities,” which generully turned out to be facili-
ties for their own destruection. DBrokers, usurers,
money-lenders, .speculators maultiplied till their
name waa Legion. Every thing was unnaturally
distended, until, at length, trude came to a dead
stand. No one wanted to buy, and every body waa
afraid to sell. There was an utter stngnation,
paralysis, extinction, of business, Thousands on
thousands declared themselves individually bank-
rupt. As a nation, we were notoriously and
miserably bankrupt—and we had hardly foreign
credit enough- to make it either safe or decent for
any American to cross the Atlantie.

In Government, a revolution no less pernicious
was accomplished. Congresas became n mere step-
ping-stune to lucrative appointments, and the
mession was merely a convenient ' reilrion of ita
Members for the betier arrangement of their land
epeculations, and the more eonvenient dietribution
of the Government Deposita among the most ac-
commodating Banks, The heart of our Govern-
ment wus rotten 1o its core—and, like our Currency
and our Trade, it presented but & miserable contrast
to the condition of 1820, And all these revolutions
were brought about by the uncontrolled nscendency
of Jucksunism, and by oo other agency under heaven!

Nouiwithstanding these deplorable issues, the end
was not yet. The Jackson dynasty was to be per-
petuated still another term in the hands of him who
was proud ro fullow in the fuotsteps of his ¥ jllus-
trious predeceesor.” The Preridential Election of
1836 terminated in the choice of Martin Van Buren.
But we are ¥nticipating matters, We have yet the
short Seerion of Congress of 1836-7 to review, be-
fore we toke leave of the ** Hero of New-Orleans.”

The Administration had now a majority in the
Senate. 'I'hat noble phalanx of Whige, who had
80 undoeuntedly withstood the vaurpations of the
Executive, could now only operate as a minority.
One of the first acts of Mr. Clay was to reintroduce
his Land Bill. On the 19th of December, in pur-

suance of previous notice, he presented it with
modifications euited to the changes in Public Affuira,
It was read twice and referred to the Commitiee on
Public Lands,—at the head of which wuas Mr.
Walker of Miasissippi, who, on the 3d of January,
gave notice that he wus instructed by the Commit-
tee to move for the indefinite postponement uf the
bill, when it should come up for consideration.
Some days afterward, Mr. Walker introduced lLis
bill to limit the sales of the Public Lands, except
to actual settlers, and in limited quantities; and om
the 9th of February, 1837, Mr. Culhoun's extruor-
dinary bill, nominally selling, but in reality giving
to the new Stutes afl the Public Domain, came
before the Senate.

Mr. Clay took ground at once nguinst this scheme,
He said that four or five years before, contrary to his
earnest desire, this subjcct of the Public Lunds wus
forced upon him, and he had, with great lubor,
devised a plan fraught with equity to all the Staica,
It'received the votes of & majority of both Houses,
and was rejected by the President. He had alwuys
considered the Public Domain a sacred trust for the
country and for posterity. He was opposed to any
measure giving away this property for the benefit of
speculators; and he was therefore opposed 10 1his
bill, as well as to the other (Mr. Walker's) hefure
the Senate. He had hitherto labored in vain—but
he should eontinue to oppose all these schemes for
robbing the old States of their rightful possessions.
He besought the Senate to abstain from theee up-
peals to the cupidity of the new States from purty
inducements; and he appealed to the Senator fiom
South Carolina whether, if he offered them hizher
and better boons than the party in power, he did not
risk the imputation of being actuated by such in-
ducements.

Fortunately for the country, the gash project of
Mr. Calhoun did not reach the maturity of a thid
reading.

On the 25th of February, the bill from the Com-
mittee on Finapce to alter and amend the several
acts imposing duties on imposts being before the
Senate, Mr. Clay spoke against the measure at
some length. His principal ohjection arose from
what he conceived to be the interference ot some of
the provisions of the bill with the Compromise Act
of 1833. In the course of his remarks, he gave an
interesting account of his own connection with that
important mearure, :

He then went on to draw a striking parallel be-
tween the Compromise Act of 1833 as to the Pro-
tective System, and that other Compromise Act
which settled the much agitated Missouri Question,
and by which the latitude of 36 degrees 30 minutes
was esiablished as the extreme boundary for the
existence of Slavery in that State. Had not Con-
gress a right to repeal that law? But what would
those Houthern gentlemen, who how ao strenuously
urged a violation of our implied faith in regard te
the act of '33, say if & measure like that should be
attempted 7

Mr. Clay concluded with a motion to re-commit
the bill for the reduction of duties to the Cominittes
on Finance, with instructiona to strike out all those
articles comprised in the hill, which then paid a duty
of 20 per cent, and upwards, embraced in the Com-
promise Act. The motion was lost—25 Nays to 24
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The Expunging Resvlution—Mr.
Yeas; and the bill wua the same day passed by a
a vote of 27 to 18,

Early in the Session, Mr. Ewing had introduced a
Joint Resclution rescinding the Treasury order by
which all payments for Public Lands were to be
made in specie. O the 11th of Junuary, Mr. Clay
addressed the SBenate in a speech replete with argu-
ment and facts in support of the Rerolution, and in
oppoeition to an amendinent, which had been offered
by Mr. Hives. The Resolution was referred to the
Comunittee on Public Lands, who instructed their
Chairman to lay it on the table when it should come
up. Oo the 18th of January, a bill rescinding the
Bpecie Circular was reported by Mr. Walker. It
subsequently passed the Senate, with some slight
amendments, by a vote of 41 to 5; and received the
sanction of the other House ; but notwithstanding
this fact, and the additional well-known fact, that the
order hud been originally promulgated in defiance of
the apinion of Congress and the wishes of the people,
the hill, * instead of being returned to the House in
which it originated, according to the requirement of
the Constitution, was sent to one of the pigeon-holea
of the Department of State, to be filed away with an
apinion of a convenient Attorney-General, always
ready to prepare one in support of Executive en-
croachment.”

Mr. Van Buren manifested.the same contempt for
the will of the people, expressed by Congrees, as
had heen shown by his *illustrions predeceseor,”
and refused to interfere until the Specie Circular re-
pealed itself in the catastrophe of an universal sus-
penaion.

On the 12th of January, a Reeolution, offered by
Mr. Benton, 1o expunge from the journals of the Sen-
ate for 1833-4, Mr. Clay's Resolution censuring
President Jackson for his unauthorized Removal of
the Public Deposits ¢came before the Senate for con-
sideration; and on the I16th Mr. Clay discussed the
guestion at considerable length, His speech was in
a atrain of mingled sarcasm and indignant invective,
which made the subservient majority writhe under
ita scorching power. Never was a measure placed
in a more contemnptible light than was the expung-
fng prupoeal by Mr. Clay. Those who heard him,
can never forget the look and tone, varying from an
expression of majestic scorn to one of good-humored
satire, with which he gave utterance to the following
eloquent paseages:

“ What patriotic I{:-un;ose ia to be accomplished
by this expunging Resolution 7 Can you make that
not to be which haa been T Can you eradicate from
memory and from history the fact that in March, 1834
o majority of the Senate of the United States assed
the Resolution which excites your enmity 7 Is it
vour vain and wicked object to arrogate to yourself
that power of annihilating the past which has been
denied to Omnipotence itselft Do you intend to
thrust your hands into our hearts and to pluck out
the deeply-rooted convictions which are there 7 Or
is it your design merely to stigmatize us? You can-
aot stigmatize U3 :

i we'er yet did base dishonor blee our name.

“ Standing securely upon our conscious rectitude,
end bearing aloft the I‘Li#ll‘l of the Consritution of
our Country, your puny efforts are impotent, and we
defy all sour power. Put the majonty of 1834 in
one scale, and thut by which this Expuneging Reso-
tion is to he carried in the other, and let Truth and

Justice, in Heaven above, and on earth below, and
liberty and patrivtiem, decide the preponderance. |

“ What patriotic purpose is to be accomplished by
this «:::pnnng:u?1 resolution? Is it to appeass the
wrath and to heal the wounded pride of the Chief
Magistrate ! If Lie be really the hero that his friends
represent him he must deapise all mean condesren-
sion, all grovelling sycophancy, all self-degradation,
and self-abasement. ¢ would reject, with scom
and contempt as unworthy of his fame, your black
scratches, and vour baby lines in the fair records of
his country.”

The Expunging Resolution was passed ; but ne
one will envy the immortality, to which the  knights
of the black lines " have been consigned.

Mr. Clay addressed the Senate upon several other
important questions during the session of 1836-7.—
Among them were that upon the Fortification Bill,
which was returned to the Senate after the House
had insisted on the clause for a second Distribution
of the Surplus Revenue ; and the Resolution from
the Committee on Foreign Relations, on the subject
of ouraffairs with Mexico.

CHAPTER XV1.

Presidential Campaign of 183%6—Mr. Clay declines heing a Can-
didate—Result—Mr. Van Buren's Policy—A Hetroapact—De-
moeratic Doctiine—Isue of the ** Experiment”—The Extra

Besmsioos—Mr., Van Huren's M Che Sub-Treasur

Scheme—Indications of a Split in the E{uua-—]_.li.mu;ﬁzm uﬁh{
Eub-Treasury Bifl=Mr, Clay's Speeches—His Resolution in
relation to n Bank—Treasury N ion of 1837-8—Defent
of the Bub-Treasury Measure—Mr, Clag’s Review of the Fi-
nancial Projects of the Administration—Various subjects—His
%emna of & plan for a National Bank—Mr. Clay’s course on
the Ahalition Guestion—His visitto New-York in the Summer
ufm ! Reception, by the People, of the ** Man of'the

ple.

MR.CrLAY had uniformly discouraged the attempts
of his frienda to induce him to become a candidate
for the Presidency in the campaign of 1836. He
saw the unhappy diversity in the ranks of the Oppo-
sition ; and he saw, perhaps, the inevitable ability of
the Jackson dynasty to perpetuate itself in the ele-
vation of Mr. Van Buren. So potent had the Execu-
tive become, through usurpation and the abuse of
patronage ! i

On the eighth of February, that being the duy ap-
peinted by statute for opening the Electoral Returna
for the Presidency and Vice Presidency of the Uni-
ted States, the result was proclaimed in the presence
of both Houses of Congress. The following was
ascertained to be the state of the vote:

- r President. Fice President.
Van Buren............. 170 Johnson
Harrison................ Tl Granger....oieean.. byl
White. .ooniiiniinnns & Tyler..........

Webater x 14} Smi
Mangum ...ovnininnnnan 11
] =T

* It was then declared that it appeared that Martin
Van Buren had been duly elected President of the
United States, for four years from the 4th of March,
1837 ; and that no person had a majority of all the
votes for the Vice Presidency, and that Mr. Johnson
and Mr. Granger had the largest number of votes of
all the candidates. Mr. Johnson was afterward duly
chosen.

It hed been hoped by many that under Mr. Van
Buren a less destructive policy would be adopted
than that which had rignalized the reign of the
 lHero o New-Orleans.” For the last eight years
the country had been governed by Executive edicts.
Congress had always been dispoeed to do right, but
it had been thwaurted by a domineering and usurping
Executive. The will of the People, constitutionally
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asvowed, had been coostantly defeated by the impe-
ricus and impetuous objections of one fallible and
passionate old man.

Congress passed Mr. Clay’s Land Bill ; but the ]

Executive destroyed it.
Congress said that the Deporits were safe in the

them.

Congress refused to issue a Specie Circular; it
was issned by the Executive.

Congress rescinded the Specie Circular; and the
Exeeuntive defeated that rescision.

Now the doctrine of Thomas Jefferson, as adopted
and always acted upon by Henry Clay, is, that THE
WILL OF THE MAJORITY, HONESTLY EXPRESSED,
*HalLl GIvE Law. But Congress had no infllucnce
in the Government during the pernicious ascenden-
vy of Juckeonism. It came together to pass appro-
priation bills, and register the decrees of the Chief
Mugiatrate. The noble majority in the Senate, for a
while, prevented much mischief, but they could
originate and prosecute no setiled policy, in conee-
quence of the Adminietration majority in the other
branch, We lived literally under Executive Legin-
lation. Where the President could not veto, he
could do some act of violence, and compel Congress
either to leave the country without law or to adapt
its legielation to the existing exigencies. Thus he
could not prevail on Congress to remove the De-
posits—but when they were removed, to * furnish
an instrument of power to himsélf and of plunder
to his partisane”-—Congrees was compelled either
to leave them without law, or to pass lawa for the
regulation of new depositions. r

The hopes that had been entertained of a reform
under Mr. Van Buren proved fallacious ; but his at-
tempt to warch in the “ seven-leagued boots™ of his
predecessor speedily resulted in a ridiculous fail-
ure. He was tripped up at the very start.

_ The disastrous condition in which the country
was left by the “hero of New-Orleans,"” whose
“ bumble effortsa” to improve the Currency had re-
sulted in the universal prostration of business, and a
suspension of specie payments, called upon his
succeseor in the Presidential chair for some im-
mediate measure of relief. On the 15th of May,
1837, Mr. Ven Buren issued his Proclamation
ordering an extraordinary eession of Congress, 1o
commence the first Monday in September. In
accordance with that Proclamation, both Houses
of Congress met at the Capitol on the day appoint-
ed ; and the Message recommending the Bur-TREA-
surY SysteEM for the deposit, transfer and disburse-
tnent of the Public Revenue, was transmitted by the
Preelent. The consequence was an instantaneous
losa of his msjority in the House of Representatives.

In the election of Bpeaker, at the commencement
of the Extra Session, 224 members voled, making
113 necessary to a choice. Mr. Polk received 116
wotea, and was elected. Then came the Sub-Trea-
sury Meesage , and the voie on the election of Prin-
ter indiceted a sudden disuffection in the ranks, and
a generel breaking up of the Administration party.
On the twelfth acd final balloting, Thomas Allen,
the Editor of the Madisonian, wua elected over the
Van Buren candidates, Blair and Rives. A deci-
ded majority of the House had been elected as frienda
of Mr. Van Burea; but so alarming seemed his

‘Bub-Treasury plan, which wax in other words, a
scheme for placing the Public Purse under the con-
irol of the President, that he was defeated in the
very first party vote after the election of Speaker.
The leading topic of the session was of course the

: new Sub-Treasury project; and it was discussed in
Bank of the United States ; the Executive removed '

the Senate with great ability on both sides. By this
bill, the Treasury of the United States the Trea-
surers of the Mint and its Branches, Coliectors, Re-
ceivers, Postmasters, and other office-liolders, were
commissioned to receive in epecie and keep, subject
to the draft of the proper Department, all public
moneys coming into their hands, irstead of deposit-
ing them, as herelofore, in Banks. Among the
earlicst and most prominent advocates of thia mea-
sure was Mr, Calhoun, who suddenly found himeelf
one of the leaders of a party, which for the last five
or six years he had been denouncing as the mast
corrupt that had ever cursed a country.

The bill was taken up in the Senate the 20th Sep-
tember; and on the 25th, Mr. Cley epoke in opposi-
tion to this audacious and Anti-Republican scheme.
In this admirable speech he went at length into an
cxamination of the causes that had led to the exist-
ing disestrous state of public affairs. To the finan-
cial experiments of Geperal Jackson, he traced back
unerringly the consequent inflation of the currency—
the wild speculations, which had risen to their height
when they begun to be checked by the preparations
of the Local Banks, necessary to meet the Deposit
Law of June, 1836—the final suspension of specie
paymenie—and all the dieorders in the Currency,
Commerce and generel business of the country, that
ensued. He then gave his objections to the scheme
before the Senate. It proposed one Currency for the
Government and another for the people. As well
might it be attempted to make the Government
breathe a different air, be lit and warmed by a dif-
ferent sun from the People! A bard money Govern-
ment and a paper-money People! A Government,
an official corps—the servents of the People—glit-
tering in gold, and the People themselves, their was-
ters, buried in ruin, and surrounded by rags! By
the proposed snbstitution of an exclusive metallic
Currency for the mixed medium, all property would
be reduced in value to one-1third of its present nom-
inal emount ; and every debtor would in effect hava
to pay three times as much as he had cootracted
for. Then there was the insecurity of the system—
the liability to favoritism in the fiscal negotiations—
the fearful increaee of Executive patronage—the ab-
eolute and complete union of the Purse and the
Sword in the hands of the President! All these ob-
jections were most powerfully elucidated and em-
forced by Mr. Clay.

He then proceeded to declare what he believed te
be the only efficient measure for restoring a sound
and uniform Currency, which was a United States
Bank, established under such restrictions, as the
lights of recent experience might suggest. * But,”
said Mr. Clay, **if a Naticnal Bank be eetablished,
tits stability and its utility will depend upon the
‘general conviction which ia felt of its neceesity.
' And until such a conviction is deeply impressed
‘upon the People, and clearly manifested by them,
it would, in my judgment, be unwise even to pre-
‘pose a Bank.'

On the 4th of October the Bub-Treasury Bill, af-
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tor undergoing various amendments, was read a
third time and passed by the Senate by a vote of 25
to 20. It was taken up in the House on the 10th of
October, and, on the ldth, laid on the table by a
vote of 120 o 107.

The defeat of this measure in the.teeth of the
Exccutive recommendation, in spite of Executive
blandishment and terrors—the triumph of the ma-
joarity without doors over the majority within,
and of both over patronage and power—revived the
dying hopes of the patriot and infused new life into
our Cunsiitution, The eceptre of misrule had crum-
bled. The dvnasiy, which for nearly nine years
had misruled the country, received on that occasion
its immedicable wound.

A resolution reported by Mr. Wright from the
Comrmittee on Finance, in relation to the petitions
for a Natinrnal Bank, was called up in the Scnate
the 26th of September. The resolution declared
that the prayer of the memorialists ought not to be
granted. In his remarks upon this subject, Mr. Clay
alluded to the easze in which Mr. Randolph moved
in the House of Representatives a similar negative
recolution—* That it is inexpedient to declare war
against Great Britain.”” Mr. Clay said, that if Mr.
W. persisted in his rerolution, he should move to
strike out all after the word Resofred, and substi-
tute ;: * that it will he expedient to establish a Bank
of the United States whencoer it shall be manifest
that a elear majority of the People of the United
States desire such an Institution.”” The motion
waa subsequently made and lost; and Mr. Wright's
resolution was adopted. The party then in power
gcem to have had hut little reverence for the wishea
of a “clear majority of the people of the United
States.'”

The Extra Session lasted six weeks—Congress
sdjourning on the moming of the 16th of October.
The measure, on which the hopes and fate of the
AJdministration were staked, had been defeated.

The Sub-Treasury project came again hefore the
Twentv-Fifth Congress, at their Second Session,
The 19th of February, 1833, Mr. Clay once more
uddressed the Senate in opposition to the measure.
This Speech is one of the longest and ablest ever
delivered by him. At the commencement he stated
certnin propositions, which he would proceed to
demonstrate. He contended— )

1at. That it was the deliberate purpore and fixed
design of the late Administration to establish a Gov-
ernment—a Treasury Bank—to be administered and
controlled by the Executive Deportment.

2d. That, with that view, and to that end, it was |
its aim and intention to overthron the whole Bank-

ing System, as existing in the United Srates when
the Administration came into power, beginning with
the Bank of the United Siates, and ending with the
Zrate Buanks.

3d. T'hat the attack was first confined, from con-

giderativns of policy, to the Baok of the United
States; but that, after its overthrow was accom-
pliched, it was then directed, and had since been
wontinied, against the State Banks. )

d41h. That the present Administration, b')‘r ita ac-
knowledgements, emanating from the highest and
most authentic source, had succeeded to the princi-
ples, plans and policy of the preceding Adminis-
tration, end stood solemnly pledged to complets
and perfect them. And,

5th. That the bill ander consideration was intended
@9 execute the pledge, by eswablishing, upon the ruins

of the late Bank of the United States, and the Stare
Banks, a Government Bank, to be managed and con-
trolled by the Treasury [lepartment, acting under
the commands of the President of the bnite States.

The manner in which Mr. Clay proceeded to sus-
tain these charges against the Administration was
extremely impreesive. That be made out his case
eatisfuctorily to the People, subsequent eventa fully

demonatrated,

Mr. Clay appears to have addressed the Senate
on every question of moment that claimed ite atten-
tion during the Seesion of 1837-8; on the rcception
of petitions fur the Abolition of Blavery in the Dis-
trict of Columbia—the bill to restrain the issuing of
small notes in the District—the disturbances on the
Nurthern frontier, and the attack on the Caroline, an
act which he denounced in the most unmeasured
terma—the bill to grant pre@mption rights to set-
tlers on the Public Lands—the bill to establish the
Oregon Territory—in favor of the bill to prohibit
the giving or accepting a challenge to fight a duel
in the District of Columbia—ugainst the bill pro-
viding for the graduation and reduction of the price
of the Publi: Lands—and on many other subjects
of hardly inferior interest.

A Joint Resolution, offered by him on the 30th ot
April, providing for the reception of the notes of
sound Banks in the collection of the Revenue, was
adopted by the Senate, with some amendments, tha
29th of May. It was in effect a repeal of the Spe-
cie Circular.

In the course of the Sedsion Mr. Clay took occa-
sion, in presenting a petition for the establishment
of a United States Bank, to meke known his own
views in regard to such an institution. Some of the
conditions and restrictions, under which it seemed
to him suitable to establish such a Bank, wers
briefly given in the following sketch :

1. The capital not to be extravagantly large, bug,
at the eame time, amply sufficient to enable it to per-
form the needful financial duties for the Govern-
ment; to supply a egeneral currency of uniform
value throughout the Union; and to facilitate, as
nigh as practicable, the cqualization of Domestie
Exchange. He supposed that abont fifty millions
would answer all thoee purposes. The Stock might
be divided between the General Government, %hc
Btates, according to their federal population, and
individual subscribers; the portion assigned to the
latter to be distributed at auction or by private sub-
scription.

2. The Corporation to receive such an organiza-
tion a8 to blend, in fair proportions, public and pri-
vate control, and combining public and private in-
terests; and, in order to exclude the possibili-
ty of the exercise of any foreign influence, non-
resident forcizners to be prohiited not only from
any share in the administration of the Corporation,
but from holding, directly or indirectly, any i
of its stock. The Bank would thus be in its origin,
and continue throughout its whole existence, a gen-
uine American Institwion.

3. An adequate portion of the capital to. be set
apart in productive stocks, and placed in permapent
security, beyond the reach of the corporation (with
the exception of the accruing profits on those stocks)
sufficient to pay prompily, in any contingency, the
amount of all such paper, under whatever f::rm,
that the Bunk shall put forth as a part of the gen-
eral circulation. The bill or note holders, in other
words, the mass of the community, nu%llt to be pro-
tected against the possibility of the failure or the
suspension of the Bank. The supply of the circu-
lating medium of a country is that faculty of a
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Bank, the property or the excreise of which may be
moat controverred. The deslings with o Bank of
those who oliuin discounts, or muke deposits, are
voluntary and mutually advantageous; and they are”
comparatively few in number. But the reception of
what i3 issved and used as a part of the circulating
medium of the country, ia avarcely avoluntary eer;
and thousanda take it who have no other conceru
whatcver with the Bank., The many ought to be
guarded and recured by the care of the legislative
nuthority; the vigilance of the fewr will secure
themselves against loss,

4. Perfeet publicity as to the state of the Bank at
all timnes, inc?uding. berides the urual heads of in-
formutiun, the names of every dehtor to the Bank,
whether as drawer, endorser or surety, periudically
exhibited, and open 1o public in:lr)ectiun; or, if that
thould be found inconvenient, the right to be se-
cured to any citizen 1o ascertain at the Baok 1he
nature and extent of the responeibility of any of its
customers. ‘I'here is no necessily to to throw any
veil of secresy around the ordinary transactions ot a
Bank. Publicity will increase respousibulitv, re-
press favoritism, insure the negotiation of geod pa-
per, and, when individual inrelvency unfortunately
wccurs, will deprive the Bank of undue advantages
now enjoyeid by Banks praciically in the distribu-
tiva ol the effects of the msolvent.

5. A limitation of the dividenda so as not to au-
thorize more thun — per cent to be struck. This
will check undue expansions in the medium, and re-
slruin improper extension of Lusiness in the admin-
ietration of the Bank.

6. A prospective reduction in the rate of interest,
eo as to resrict the Bank to six per cent simply, or,
if practicable, to ouly five per cent.  The reduction
may be cifected by furbearing to exactany bonus, or,
whien the profies are likely 1o exceeil vhe prescribed
limit of the dividends, by requi:ring the rates of inter-
est shnll be so lowered as thet ey shall not pass

remium demanded upon

what limit, :

7. A restriction upon the
post uotes ond checks mm? for remittances, o that
the maximum should not be mure than, ray one and
a hult’ per cent between any two of the remotest
points in the Union.  Although it may not ba prac-
ticable 10 regulate Foreign Exchange, dependiog as
it does upon commercial cau=es not within the con-
ol of any one govermment, it is otherwise with re-
gard 10 Duestic Exchange.

8. Every practicable pruvision against the exercise
of isproper influcnce, on the purt of the Executive,
upon the Bank, and, on the part of the Bank, upon
the electiuns of the country. The people ¢meriain
& just jealousy against the denger of any interfer-
ence of & Bank with the elections of a country, and
every precaution ought 10 be taken etrictly to guard
against it.

This was a Lrief outline of such a Bank as Mr.
Clay thought would, it established, conduce groatly
to the prosperity of the country. Its wise and prov-
ident restrictions would seem to preclude all those
popular objectivns which generally apply to banka.
With regard to the constitutionality of a National
Bank, Mr. Clay said, thet forty vears of ncquiescence
by the people—the maintenance of the power by
Wacekington, tie Fatlier of his Country ; by Madizon,
the Father of the Counstitution ; and by Merzhall, the |
Father of the Judiciary, ought to he precedents suf- |
ficient in ita faver. i

The Abolition gquestion was agitated in the Senate
during the last Sesgion of the Zith Congress. Mr.
Clay had been urged by many of his friends 10 re-
frain from speaking oo the subject. It was repre-

sented to him as impolitic, superflucus, and likely
to interfere with his Presidential prospects. Such

His nhole course upon this perilous question has
been that of the honest, upright, practical and con-
sistent statrsman, the true philanthropist, the sa-
gacious and devoted patriot. When Mr. Cnlhoun
introduced, in the Sesrion of 1835-6, his hill to give
Postmasters and their Deputier a power of inrpee-
tion aod espionage over the Mails--the bill which
was pagsed to its third reading by the carting vote
of Martin Van Buren—it met with the prompt and
decided condemnation of Mr. Clay. No mun has

more vigiluntly watched the sacred Right of Peti-
tion than Mr, Clay. He has condemned on all oe-
casions the refusal of the SBenate to receive petitions.
His speech of February, 1839, yields 1o the Aboli-
tionists all that thev have a riglit to demand, and is
at the same time go liberal in its doctrines as to dis-
arm the ultraiem of Southern hostility. Mr. Cal-
houn himsell was compelled to admit his acquies-
cence in the soundness of its doctrines and the secu-
rity which their adoption would promise to the Un-
ion. The enemies of Mr. Clay denounced this move-
ment on the Abolition question as an effurt 1o achieve
popularity. They reasoned from the ineviialle re-
eult, to an unworthy inoucement. To impute un-
worthy motives to Mr. Clay because of sucn & result
was to impeach the purity of &ll public sciion, and
10 confine the eiatesmun, who would preserve lis po-
litical reputation, to the advocacy of unwice and vu-
popular measures. Popularity did fullow the pro-
mulgation of such sentiments us are contained in
the speech of Mr. Clay—the popularity which all
good men desire—the popularity of which ull great
men may be prond—the popularity based upon grut-
itude for distinguished service, admiration for com-
manding eloquence, and the eternal sympathies of
the PEOFLE with the PaTRIOT.

In the summer of 1839, Mr. Clay visited Buffalo,
and paseing into Conuda, made an excursion to
Montreal and Quebec. Returning, he visited the
city of New-York. Ie had the previous summer
becn invited, at an enthusinstic meeting of his friends
at Masonic Hall, to visit the city, but had then bren
unable to comply with their invitasion. Ilis recep-
tion at the periud to which we now refer, was one of
the moet brilliant ever extended 1o a public mun.
Early in the afiernoon he wos landed et the foot of
Hammond-street, Greenwich, from the steomboat
James Madison, attended by a large number of cit-
izens. An immepse multitude was ascembled to
greet hia arrival, end, as he stepped on the wharf,
the air war rent with acclamations from a myriad of
voices. The day was most propitious. At Green-
wich, a procession was formed headed by marshals,
after whom came & numerous cavalende. A bend of
music preceded the open barouche of Mr. Clay, and
& vast cancourse of citizens followed in carriages.
Evervtliing in the city, in the shape of a four-wheeled
vehicle was in attendance, and tens of thousande of
citizens followed on foot. When the head of the
procegsion reached the Astor Houee, the rear had
not vel formed in line. Throngh the whole extent
fro:n the point of landing, through Hudson street,
up Fourteenth-etreet 10 Union Place, and down
Broadway to the Park, a distance of nesrly three
iniles, it was at one and the same time a dense mo-
ving mas+ of horsemen, carriages, carmen and cit-
izens, Every window on either side of the way was

arguments could have mo weight with him.

} occupied, and acclamations from every heuse, and
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the waving of hand nemh:cfs, and cordiel ﬁalu:nnnns;
greeted the illustrious Statesman as he passed. At
Couestitution [all, at Maszonic Hall, and at every
place of public resort and amusoment, flags were
d.splayed, and hands of music were stationed to hail
hiz approach.

As he reached the Park, the tens of thousands
who thronged the grounds, the windows and roofs
of the surrounding edifices, the adjacent streete, and
the large open epace at the junction of Chatham-
street and Broadway, thundered out the mighty wel-
come of & grateful people to the gallant, generous,
wurm-hearted and noble-minded citizen, whose life
hiad been devoted to their service,

The reception was purely a civie one. [t was not
a got-up, official pageant, whera the populace exhi-
bit their gratitude by an invitation of the Common
Council, and display a certain amount of enthuesi-
asm duly provided for by the resolves and ordinan-
ces of the Corporation. It waa the voluntary, un-
bought, nobidden movement of the People, to greet
the arrival among them of one, who had ever been
ciinenty the Max oF THE PEGPLE.

CHAPTER XVII

Cunvenhnn-—-“t Clzy the choice of the Peopie
ontests of 1824 and 1 Intrignes in the Con-
ul to thwart the Nomination of Mr.
the Convention—Nomination of Gone-
Delegation—Mr.
. Mr. Liv-
residence—

The Elarrisbur
—Presulential C
wnt:un—h‘la Jns emplo

r,;nnumtmn o
Eln mrion—Anqguisscence of the Kentuck
(,L.,'. Letter—Remarks of Gov. Barbour, Mr. Lei
ingston—John Tyler Nominated for the Vice
Grounds of the Nomination,

As the period of ancther Presidential Election
drew near, that vast portion of the Democracy of the
land, opposed to the administration of Mr. Van Bu-
ren, began to turn their eyes towards the most able,
renowned and consistent of their leadcrs, Henry
Clay, as a fitting candidate for the Chief Magistracy
of the United States. The Champion of the People,
their interests and their honor, during the Last War
—ihie Preserver of the Uninn on two momentous oc-
gaxions, when it was threatened with Dissolution
aud Civil War—the Founder and vigilant Protector
of the American System—the Friend of Internal Im-
provements—the intelligent Advocate of d SBound,
['niform, Republican Currency, and of a Judicious
Tariff—the experienced Statesman, who, at Ghent,
and in the Department of State, had displayed the
hizheat arder of talents in the service of Lia country
—the active Foe of Executive Usurpation—the chiv-
airous Defender of the Constitution and the Lawe,
who, in his public career, had ever manifested his
ubedience to the principle that the WILL OF THE
PEOPLE, fuithfully expressed, should give Law—
the Vindicator of Human Liberty throughout the
Wourll=WHO could preeent claima 8o numerous,
2o powerful, B0 overwhelming, upon the gratitude,
confidence and suflrages of the People of the United
States !

The fact of his havine been in two instances an
unaucveasful candidate for the Presidency, was the
only uhjection worthy of notice, which was brought
forward by those who, while they professsd to admit
his cluims, and to accord with him in his political
creed, were doubtful of the expediency of his nomi-
pation. But what were the ficts in rezand to thoae
two instances T Ip the el-ction of 1224, he failed in

being elected by tha Prmmry Coll:gu. in conipany
with John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jeckson, snd
William H. Crawford. So that the argument io this
case would have been as valid against any one of
these candidates as it ean be againat Mr. Clay. He
was excluded from being one of the three highest
candidates, who were returned to the House on this
occasion, by being unfairly deprived of Electoral
Votes in New- York and Louisiana. 1t was, more-
over, well known that, if the Election were carried
to the Houase, Mr. Clay would, as the natural result
of his great popularity, be elected. The friends of
all the other candidater, consequently, had & united
interest in excluding him.

With regard 1o the contest of 1832, the reélection
of Gen. Jackson at that time could not be construed
into an indication of popular feeling towards Mr.
Clay. The * Hero of New-Orleans™ had, during
his first term, just entered upon his novel experi-
ments in the Currency ; and a greatpart of the People
were disposed 10 give them a fair tral, and affurd
him an opportunity to carry out the policy he had
commenced. The patronage of the Executive was
directed, to an extent wholly unparalleled, towards
the continuance of the sceptre in his hands. Nulli-
fication had begun to show its menacing face, and
there were many, even among those who were hos-
tile to the general policy of the Administration, and
friendly to Mr. Clay, who yet unwisely thought that
strenuous measures towerds South Carolina would
be required, and that the Union would be safest un-
der the direction of a Military Chief Magistrate,

In addition to these circumstances, the party op-
posed to Gen. Jackson was distracted by Anti-Ma-
sonry, which presented an excellent and popular
candidate for President in William Wirt.

T hese two eleclions are all in which Mr. Clag
has been a candidate for the Presidency, and in nei-
ther did be have a fuir field. He has been nearly
twenty timeas a candidate for the suffruges of the
People, and only on these two occasioms defeated.
Mr. Yan Baren, with a clear field and the whole pa
tronage of the Government in his own hands, failed
in the election of 1340,

How ridiculous, then, to aseert that the Presiden-
tinl contests of 1§24.and 1832 afford any test of Mr.
Clay's preeent strength with the People of the Uni-
ted Siates! Let it be borne in mind, moreover, that
since the period of his last candidacy he has render-
ed the most memorable services to the country ; and
that he comes before the people endued with many
new claims upon their gratitude and support.

The Democratic Whig Convention for the nomi-
nation of & Presidential Candidate, met at Harris-
burgh, on the 4th of December, 1839. That they
represented a  constituency, two-thirds of which
were in fuvor of the nomination of Henry Clay, we
cannot entertain a doubt. But soon afier the as-
sembling of the Convention, intrigues were set on
fuot by an adroit few for the selection of some other
candidate. It was contended by these men that
Mr. Clay was deficient in popular strength, and
they would soothingly add, that he was too good
and great & man ever to be made President.

One word in regard to this argument, which we
often hear from the lips of persons professing an at-
tachment to Democratic principlea. It is a groes
liel on the intelligence of the people, and is found
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ed in a supercilious distrust of 1beir competency o
pell-government. Communities may be deluded,
and Republics, through error, be ungruteful for
& time, but so surely as truth prevails, as prevail it
must, will they make amends for their injustice.
The sentiment of generosity is strong in the breast
of a people; and it is never stifled except through
misconceplion or ignorance.

The most successful means employed at Harris-
burgh to defeat the nomination of Mr. Clay was to
pruise him and decry his p ts. Bome dozen
or more individuals residing chiefly in different parts
of the State of New-York, but embracing persons
in other States, would write letters to one another,
professing to give calculations based upon unerring
statistics. The intrigucrs were thus severally sup-
plied with a bundle of letters full of extravagant
eulogiums upon Mr. Clay, and of lamentations that
so great and good a man, and one who bad render-
ed such signal services, could not be elected. These
letters were pulled out and exhibited from time to
time, as was best calculated to advance the end in
view, their exhibition being generally preceded by
the observation: “ You know that Mr. Buch-a-one,
¢ the writer of this letter, is a devoted friend of Mr.
¢Clay ; but only read what he thinks and says of his
* Presidential prospects.”

Attempts were also made to convey an exagger-
ated impression of the superiority of Gen. Scou’s
strength over that of Mr. Clay in New-York—a supe-
jority which never existed. Men who had been sent to
the Convention, by constituents entertaining an en-
thusiastic preference for Mr. Clay, became suddenly
doubtful as to his strength, and commenced manufac-
turing public opinion for the advancement of theirown
selfish ends. These mancuverers were few in num.
ber, but in & body like that at Harrishburgh, where a
conciliatory and compromising spirit prevailed, they
were enabled to exert an all-important influence.
The intriguera roon succeeded in detaching many
of the honest and sincere (riends of Mr. Clay from
his support, alarming them by their fabricated pub-
lic opinivn and appealing to their patiintism and their
attochment to principles rather than men.

Hardly a doubt seemed to be entertained, on the
first meeting of the Coanvention, that Mr, Clay would
be nominated. There were not two opinions ex-
pressed on the point, that he ought to be President
of the United States. The question was one solely
of probability of election ; and this was & question
parily of mere opinion and partly of testimony.
Such a state of things presented a rare opportunity
fur intrigue and deception ; and a few—a very few—
could, it is obvious, by a resort to unprincipled arts
and strained representations, and by busy, under-
hend intrigues, mislead the majority and defeat their
will. Unh«ppily for the country, such a few were
found ; and receiving coadjutors, as they soon did,
in some honest but duped friends of Mr. Clay, their
influence was greatly augmented, and even those
who had had the fullest faith in the strengih of their
fuvorite candidare began to question whether expe-
diency would not require another choice.

In stating these well-known facts, it is far from
our intention to intimate that there were not some
gentlemen in the Convention who honestly believed
that it would be injudiciour to nominuts Mr. Clay
at that time. Unquestionably there were such;
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Yand 1-hl'.'J' m;; ‘now be foand among the warmest

and most single-hearted of his supporters. But we
must, nevertheless, adhere to the conviciion that the
will of the People was not faithfully spoken by that
Counrention ; and that the defeat of Mr. Clay's nomi-
pation was breught about by a misapprehension of
their most earnest wishes and anticipations.

The Convention was organized on the 5th of De-
cember by the appointment of Hon. James Barbour
ar President, with thirteen Vice Presidents and four
Secretaries. A Commitiee was sppointed to report
upon the nomioation of a candidate, and, after a sea
sion of nearly two days, during which the intriguers
were not idle with their bundles of letters, it reported
in favor of William Henry Harriron. The friends
of Mr. Clay—those who had adhered to him to the
last—disappointed as they were 1n this unlooked-for
result, were too well aware of the generous senti-
ments of their candidate, not to acquiesce in it cheer-
fully and with a good grace. At the meeting of the
Convention, on the 9th of December, Mr. Banks of
Kontucky was the first to rise and announce the
hearty concurrence of the Delegation from that
State in the nomination indicated by the informal
ballot announced by the Committee. Mr. Preston,
from the same Siate, followed in the same strain,
and asked that & letter from Mr. Clay, which had
for several days been in possession of a Delegate,
but which had not been shown, lest it should seem
intended to be used to excite sympnthy for Mr. Clay,
should now be read. Permission being unanimously
given, the letter was read by General Leslie Combs
of Keotucky.

In this letter Mr. Clay says: “With a just and
¢ proper sense of the high honor of being voluntarily
¢ called to the office of President of the United States
‘by a great, fres and enlightencd people, and pro-
* foundly grateful to those of my fellow-citlizens who
¢ are desirous to sec me placed in that exalted and
¢ responsible atation, [ must nevertheless say in en-
¢ tire truth end sincerity, that if the deliberations ol
* the Convention shall lead them to the choice ol an-
¢ other as the candidate of the opposition, far from
‘freling any discontent, the momination will have
‘ my best wishes and receive my cordial suppori”
He then calls upon his friends from Kentucky, dis-
carding all attachments or partiality for himself, and
guided solely by the motive of rescuing our country
from the dangers which environed it, to heartily unite
in the selection of thatcitizen, although it should not
be Henry Clay, who might appear the most likely by
his election to bring about a salutary change in the
Administration.

The readiog of this letter excited great emotion in
the Convention. It was the saying of a patriot of
antiquity, that he would rather have it asked by pos-
terity why a monument was not erected to him than
why it was. A similar spirit would scem to actuate
Mr. Clay ; for never has he been known to manifest
any perzonal disappointment at the failure orbetrayal
of his Presidential prospecis.

Gov. Barbour, of Virginia, afier expressing his
concurrence in the will of the Convention, said he

had known Mr. Clay for thirty years, and had been

intimately associated with him in public and private
life, and that a more devoted Pairiot or purer States-
man never breathed. In the course of that thirty
years he had never heard him utter one sentimentg
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anworthy this character. There was no place in his
heart for one petty or selfish emotion.

Benjamin Watkine Leigh nuticipated the concur-
rence of Virginia in the nomination. He had felt it
his duty to support his more intimate and ¢ndeared
friecnd, Henry Clay, but he acknowledged the worth
of Gen. Harrison. He had supported the former to
the last from the firmest conviction thut no other man
was 8o fitted to the crisis—so transcendantly quali-
fied for the higheet office in the gift of the American
people as Henry Clay. He never thought that Mr.
Clay needed the office, but that the country needed
him. ‘I'hat office could confer no diguity or honor
on Henry Clay. The mea=ure of his faine was full;
and whenever the tumb should close over him it would
cover the loftieat intellect and the noblest heart that
this age had produced or known.

The venerable Peter R. Livingsion, of New-York,
an able and ardent supporter of Mr. Cluy, said in
regard to him—* I envy Kentucky, fur when he dies,
she will have his ashes!"

A candidate for the Vice-Presidency remained to
be pominated by the Convention. He was found in
the person of Juhn Tyler, of Virginia. By what un-
fortunate chance this selection was made, it is unne-
ceasury now to inquire. It must be eaid in exculpa-
tion of those, however, who acquiesced in it, that
there was no good reason for doubting Mr. Ty ler'a
political fidelity and attachment to Whig principles.

On all the great questions of public policy he was.

considered as pledged to the support of those meas-
ures for which the Whig perty had been bauling du-
ring the last ten years. On the subject of the Public
Lands he had, as a Meinber of the Virginia Legiala-
ture, in 1839, declared himself, both in a Report and
a Speech, an advocate of the measure of Distribu-
tiun. In a speech before the U. 8. Senate, he had
condemned, in unequivocsl terms, the abuse of the
Veto power. He went to Harrisburg, as he himrelf
has said, in favor of Heary Clay—he voted for him
in his own Delegation up to the seventh and last
ballot—and, if his own words are to be believed, he
war affected even lo tears, when the nomination was
given by the Cbnvention 10 another. Surely itcan-
pnot be said that he might have been in favor of Mr.
Clay’s nomination to 1the Presidency, and yet oppo-
sed to the most importent public measures to which
that distinguished Statesmen had ever rendered his
support.

On the question of a Bank, it was, with reason
believed that Mr. Tyler's views were similar to those
innintained by the great Whig Party of the country.
Whilst a member of the Convention at Harrishurg,
" he had mude to Governor Owen, of North Curolina,
Chairman of the Commitiee, through whom all no-
minationa must find theif way to the Convention,
the following communication :*

# That his viewa on the Bank Question hed un-
dergzone an entire change; that he believed the es-
wplishinent of a National Bank 1o be alike indispen-
sahle as a Fiscal Agent of the Governin-nt, and to
the restoraiion of the Currency and Exclmnges of
the conntry ; and he thought that all Constitutional
ubjections ovght to yield 1o the various Executive,
Legislutive and Judiciul decisions ol the question.”

In addition to all these circum-tances, the simple

* Bea the Address of the Delegates from Maryland, in the
Harrrburg Convention, to their constituents, ‘These focts will
ba fuund eloguently set forth in that able paper.

fact of Mr. Tyler's presence in the Convention—of
hia silent approval of all those important measures
which were regarded as conrequent upon the elec-
tion of a Whig President—was, in the minds of hoa-
orable men, equivalent to a pledge that those meas-
urca would, in any event, continue to meet his ready
and earnest support.

Under the influence of considerations like these,
the Convention unanimously nominated John Tyler,
of Virginia, for the Vice Presidency ; and, having
taken this etep, adjourned.

A deep disappointment was felt throughout the
Whig runks at the failure of the Couvention to no-
minate Mr. Clay for the Presidency ; but the mag-
nanimous sentiments expressed in his letter, read at
the Convention, soon began to animate hie {riends ;
and they manifested their devotion to principlea ra-
ther than to men, by rallying vigorously in support
of the selected candidates,

With regard to John Tyler, he was very imper-
fectly known out of Virginia; and if little cauld be
said in his favor, still less conld be eaid to his preju-
dice. The otlice of Vice President was generally
regarded as one of comparatively slight conse-
quence ; and there ecemed to be an utter abrence of
all apprehension of the contingency, by which i
importunce waa so fearfully magnified. Future
Conventions will never forget the lesson which Mr.
Tyler has given to his countrymen and their poe-
terity.

e
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Mg. CLaY's efforts in the Democratic Whig cause
appear not to have been less ardent, incessant and
fuithful, during the Congressional Sesgion of 1839~
40, than at any previous period of hia career. The
just expectations of his friende had been thwarted at
Harrisburg; but that circumstance did not seem
either to aff-ct hia spirits, or to damp the ardor of
his opposition to that policy which he believed imju-
rious to the best interests of his country. He acqui-
esced promptly, heariily and nobly in the nomina-
tion of General Harrison, and did not manifest, on
any occasion, a lurking feeling of disappointmenr.
He took an early occasion in the Senate to re terate
the sentiments expressed in his letter, read at the
Conventivn ; and he showed himsell prepared to do
vigorous battle in behalf of the principles which he
and hia associates had been struggling, for the last
twelve years, to maintain.

In the Senate, on the third of January, 1840, Mr.
Southard moved the reconsideration of an order of
reference of Mr. Calhoun’s Land Bill to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands, The proposition gave rise
to & passage beiween Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Clay, in
which severe laaguage was employed on both sides.
Allusion being made to their rezpective political ea-
reers at the time of the Force Bill and the Compro-
mige Act, Mr. Culhoun seid that the gentleman from
Kentucky was flat on his back at that time, and was
compelled to the Compromise—and that he (Mr.
Calhoun) was then his master.
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In reply, Mr. Clay, in the ordur of lis feelinge,
remarked :—* The gentleman has eaid that I was
“flat on my back—that he was my master on that
‘occasion. He my master! Sir, | would not own
" him fur my elave!™*

"The principal questions on which he spoke during
this session were—on the Abolition of Slavery; on
the Bankrupt Bill ; the Maine Buundury Line; Mr.
Calhoun’™ Bill to cede the Public Lands to the
Miutes in which they lie; the Navy Appropriation
3ll; the Independent Trearury Bill; on the Bravch
Mint=; the Expenditures of Government; the Cum-
berlund Road; Repeal of the Salt Tax; and the
Banhrupt Bill. His opinions an nearly all these
#ubjocts wie so well known as to render a recapitu-
lution unneceseary.

Notw ithetanding the indications of public hostility,
end “ in spite of the lamentations’ in Congresa * and
elgewhere,” Mr. Van Buren and his friends contin-
ued to press their odious Sub-Treasury project, now
pewly christened under the name of the * Independ-
ent Treasury Bill.  Against this measure Mr. Clay
batiled with undiminizhed vigor end zeal. Oag the
twentieth of January, 1840, he addressed the Senate
in one of hia most spirited rpeeclics, in opposition to
the bill, which he truly designated as a Government
Bank in disguise, demonstrating the assertion by
proafa the most convincing.

“ A Government Bank,"” said Mr. Clay, “ may not
*suddenly burst upon us, but there it ie, embodied
*in this bill. Let the reElection of the present Chief
* Magistrate be secured, and you will soon see the
' Bank dis:losing ita ge nuine -haraeter. But, thanks
‘he to God! there is a day of reckoning at hand.—
¢ All the signs of the times clearly indicate ils ap-
‘ prosch, And on the fourth day of March, in the
¢ year of our Lord 1841, I trust that the long account
i of the abuses and corruptions of this Administra-
* tion, in which this measure will be a conspicuous
‘itern, will be finally and for ever adjusted.”

He introduced, nn this oecasion, a bill for the Re-
peal of the Sub-Treasury System, but it was not
acted upron until the will of the Prople was 8o per-
emptorily spoken that longer resistance to it, un the
part of Mr. Van Buren and his friends, was impos-
sible.

During the eummer of 1840, Mr. Clay vieited his
nutive County of Hanaver, and was every where
hiniled with enthusinsm and reverence., At a public
dinner given to him at Tuylorsville, June 27th, 1840,
he addressed a vast assemblage of his friends in a
speech, which may be referred to as a text book of
his political faith. It is probably in the hands of too
many of our readers 1o render an ahstract of it use-
ful in this place. Although his opinions on all pub-
lic questione of importance have been always frankly

# Mr, 'lny is not ithe man to harbur the hamh feelings some-
tunes engendered in amimated debate. After his farewell speech,
G resigning his seat in the Fonate, as be was about w leave the
Charmber, be encountered Mr. Cathoun, They had not spoken
t each ather for five years; but they now simultaneously ex-
wndel their hands, and cordially greetad each other, while the
tears sprung to their eyes. They had almost spent their lives to-
gether in Congress; and during the YWar, and at various times
subeequently had stood shoulder to shoulder, nnimated by the
same patriotic impulses and aspirations. Time had pamed over
both, and the young men had become old. For & minute or
roore, they could not speak, so overcome were both with emo-
tion. Atlength Mr. Clay said, on parting, " Give my best re-
gards to Mre. Calboun ;” and they bade ench other farewell.

i
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avowed, he defines his position in this speech wilg
unusual minuteness and precision. With a view to
the fundamentsl charucter of the Government itzelf,
and especially of the Executive branch, he mnin-
tains, that there should be—either by amendments
of the Constitution, when they were necessary, or
by remediul legislation, when the object fell within
the scope of the powers of Uongrese—

1at. A provision to render o person ineligible to the
office of Preaident of the United States alter a ser-
vice of one term.

2d. That the Yern power should he more precisely
defined, and be subjccted to further limitations snd
qualificationa. )

3d. That the power of dismission from office should
be !resui.;lt-d, aud the excrcize of it rendered respon-
silde.

4th. That the control over the Trearury of the
United Stotes should be confided and confined ex-
clusively to Congress ; and all nuihority of the Prees-
ident over it, by means of dismissing the Secretury
of the Treasury, or other persons having the imme-
dinte charge of ir, be rigorously precluded.

Sth. That the appminiment of Mombers of Con-
greea to nny office, vr any but a few specific offices,
during their continnsnee in office, end for one year
therenfier, be prohibited.

Mr.Clay was among the most active of those, whno
took part in the campaign of 1840, which terminated
in the complete triumph of the Whigs, On the 17th
of Avgust, 1840, he addressed the Harrisun Conven-
tion at Nashville, Tennessee, in an interesting and
eloquent epeech. In allusion to the profeseions of
the Yan Buren party to be Democrats par excellence,
he very happily said—* Of all their usurpations, I
know of none more absurd than the usurpation of
this name.”

“] was BuRN A DEMOCRAT,” 8aid he, subzequent-
ly in a speech delivered in Indiuna—+ rocked im
the cradle of the Revolution— and at the darkest
period of that ever memorable struggle for Free-
dom. 1 recolleet, in 1781 or '62, & vizit made by
Tarleton’s troope to the house of my mother, and
of their running their swords into the new-made
graves of my father and grand-fatker, thinking they
contained hidden treasurcs. Though then not more
than four or five years of age, the circumstance of
that visit is vividly remembered, and it will be te
the last moment of my life. I was born a Demo=
crat—was raised and nurtured a Republicon—and
ghall die a Republican, in the faith and principles
of my fathera.”
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Tuz election of General Harriron to the Presi-
dency in the autumn of 1840, by an immense ma-
jority, was hailed by the Whiga as the triumphant
consummation of their lonz and arduouvs iwelve
years’ struggle against the disorganizing principles
and measures which had prevailed during the aacen-
dency of Jackson and Van Buren. A majority of
the People had at length passed their zolemn ver
dict agains. .uose measures, and in favor of the legis-
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lation tvr which Mr. Clay and the Whige in Con-
gres=s hud been so unanimously contending. Be-
fore commencing his journey to the Seat of Govern-
ment, General Harrison visited Mr. Clay, and per-
sonally tendered him any office in the President's
gift. Mr. Clay respectfully declined all invitations
of this kind, and announced his intention of retiring
from the Senate as soon as the objects for which he
snd his fiiends had been laboring so strenuously,
were pluoced in a train of accomplishment.

The Session of Congress preceding the new Presi-
dent's instullation found Mr. Clay at his post, still
prompt and active in the service of his country. On
the Land Bill—the Repeal of the Sub-T'reasury—the
Bill to establish a Uniform System of Bankruptey—
the Treusury Note Bill—the Preémption and Dis-
tribution project-——and other important questions, on
which his views are familiar tv our readers, he ad-
dressed the Senate with his accustomed eloquence
and energy. In his Speech of the 28th of January,
1841, on the Land Bill, he entered into an able vio-
dicution of Whig principles and measures as coo-
trasted with those of the expiring Administration.
There being still a Van Burcn majority, Mr. Clay’s
Resolutions, repealing the Sub-Treasury, after
affording occasion for some eloguent debates, were
laid on the table the 19th of February. Some
remurks being made in the Senate by Mr. Cuthbert,
toward the close of the Session, of a character
prejudicial to Mr. Webster, Mr. Clay eloquently
vind.cated that distinguished Senator, and bore tes-
timony to his exalted merits.

The Sccond Session of the Twenty-Sixth Con-
gresa terminated on the night of the 3d of March—
the Van Buren tnen having refused to pass a Bank-
rupt Bill and other important measures. The day
after the adjournment, General Harrison was inaugu-
rated President of the United States ; end, on the 18th
of March, he issued his Proclamation for an Extra
Bession of Congress, to commence on the last Mon-
day in May. Before that period arrived, and pre-
cisely 8 month after hia inauguration, the venerable
President departed this life; and, by a provision of
the Constitution, John Tyler of Virginia, the Vice
President, was invested with the authority of Presi-
dent of the United Siates.

The Extraordinary Seasion of Congrese, convened
by the Proclamation of the lamented Harrison, took
place at the appointed time, the last Monday in May,
1841. Never was there a body of Representatives
who came together with a more patriotic and honor-
able desire fuithfully to execute the will of their con-
stituents, the majority of the People of the United
Binter, than the Whigs, who composed the Twenty-
Beventh Congress. Mr. Clay at once took active
and decided measures for the prompt Jispatch of
the public business. The eubjects which he pro-
posed to the Senate, a8 proper exclusively to engage
their deliberations during the Extra Session, were :

1at. The repeal of the Sub-Treasury Law.

24. The incorporation of a Bank adapted to the
wants of the People and the Government.

3d. The provision of an adequate Revenue by the
imposition of Duties, and including an authority 10
eontract o temporary Loan to cover the Public Debt
ereated by the lust Administration.

4th. The prospective Distribution of the proceeds
of the Public Lands.

Sth. The passage of necessary Appropriation Bills.

6th. Sayme modification in the Banking Syatem of
the District of Columbia for the benefit of the Peo-
ple of the District.

In the fornation of Committees, Mr. Clay was
placed at the head of that on Finance; and, on his
motion, a Select Committee on the Currency for the
consideration of the Bank question was appointed.
Of this Committee he was made Chairman. Early
in June he presented hia admirable Report of a Plan
for & National Bank ; and, after a thorough discus-
sion, the bill was passed, which, on the 16th of
August, called forth a Veto from President Tyler.
On the 19th of the same month, Mr. Clay addressed
the Senate an the subject ¢f this Yeto. His remarks,
although apparently made * more in gorrow then in
anger,”’ are pervaded by the spirit of unanswerable
truth; and, in his rejoinder to Mr. Rives, on the
eame day, he rises to a hight of elogquence never
surpassed on the floor of Congress. In the opinion
of many of his hearers, it was one of the most bril-
liant Speeches of his whole Senatorial career. On
thia occasion he ehowed, by irresistible proofs, that
the question of a Bunk was the great iesue made
before the People at the late Election. * Wherever
‘1 was,” said he—*“in the great Valley of the
¢ Missisappi—in Kentucky—in Tennessee—in Mury-
¢ land—in all the circles in which I woved, every
+ where, Bank or No Bank was the great, the lead-
*ing, the vital question.”

Not long after the Veto, as Mr. Clay, with two or
three frienda, was passing the Treasury Buildings,
along the road leading to the Pennsylvania Avenue,
he noticed a procession of gentlemen walking two
by two, toward the White House. “In the name
of wonder, what have we here1” exclaimed Mr.
Clay, while his featurcs lighted up with one of those
mischievous smiles, which are so contagious, seen
on his countenance. [t was a procession of the
Van Buren Members of Congress, going person-
ally to congratulate John Tyler on hix Veto!

The incident was not furgotten by Mr. Clay. The
scene was too rich and piquant to pass unnoticed.
On the 24 of September, a suitable opportunity pre=-
sented itself in the Senate for & commentary on the
occurrence ; and he availed himselfof it in a man
ner, which entirely overcame the gravity of all par-
tiee present. He gave an imaginary description of
the scene at the White Hou=e, and the congratu-
lations lavished upon the President by his new
friends. He pictured to the Senate the honorable
member from Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan} ap-
prooaching the Throne, and contributing his words
of encouragement and praise 1o those, which had
been offered by the rest. The imaginary speech,
which he put into the lips of this gentleman on this
occasion, was so characteristic, that Mr. Buchanan
subsequently complained in the Senate, that it had
been gravely attributed to him by several journalas
as having been actually delivered, and that he could
not divest many of his worthy constituents in Penn-
aylvania of the idea.

The figure of Mr. Benton was one of ton much
importance not to be introduced by Mr Cluy inte
this fancy aketch.

“[ can tell the gentleman from Kentucky, that I
was not at the White House on the occarion ta
which he alludes,” eaid the Missouri Senator inter-
rupting him.
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% Then I will suppose what the gentleman would
have snid if he kad been present,” continued Mr.
Clay, without suffering his imagination tn be check-
ed in its flight. And he then represented the wordy
and pompous Missourian bowing at the Executive
footstool, and tendering his congratulations.

The space to which we have been restricted, will
not allow us to present even an imperfect sketch of
the whole scene. We can only refer the reader to
it as one of the most felicitous of those legitimate
presentations of the /udicrous, made to illustrate
the frue, which sometimes occur to enliven the bar-
renness of legislative debuie.

The eventa which succeeded the Veto are too re-
cent in the minds of the People 10 render a minute
enumeration necessary here. ‘They are forcibly
summed up in Mr. Adams's excellent Report on the
President’s Veto of the Kevenue Bill. A second
Bank Bill, shaped 1o meet the avowed viewa of the
President, was prepared, passed, and then vetoed.
The Cabinet, with the exception of Mr. Webster,
resigned ; and the great purpose for which the Spe-
¢ial Srssiop of Congress had been called was defeat-
ed by the will of one man, who owed his influential
pozition to his profcssed attachment to Whig prinei-
ples, and his declared preference for Mr. Clay as a
candidute for the Presidency.

Mr. Cluy wus unremitrted in hie application to the
public business during the Extra Session. He spoke
on a greut variety of questions, and, being at the
bread of iwo important Committees, performed a great
emount of hard work. Although his principal mea-
sure for the public relief was defeated by the unlook-
ed-for defection of Johin Tyler, he had the eatisfac-
tion of aiding in the Repeal of the odious Sub-Trea-
sury System—in the passage of the Bankrupt Law
—and in the final triumph of hia fuvoiite measure,
often bafled but still persevered in, the Distribution
of the Sales of the Public Lands. By the provisions
of this last law, Distribution was to cease whenever
the averoge rate of Duties on Imports should exceed
20 per cent,

A Revision of the Tariff, rendered necegsary by
the expiration of the Conipromise Act, was also un-
dertaken. This waa the most importent subject
which engaged the attention of the Twenty-Seventh
Congress, at ita first regular session. To meet the
exigency of the occasion, a Provisional Bill, sus-
pending the operation of the Distribution Bill for one
month, as well in consequence of & lack of funds in
the Treasury, as of a desire on the part of Congress
to give more mature consideration to the subject of
a Tariff, was parsed. But it encountered still apo-
ther and another Veto from the President.

It has been asserted that Mr. Clay and his friends
did not desire an adjustment of the Tariff question,
during the Session of 1841-2. Nothing could be
more unfounded than thia charge. In spite of dia-
eomfiture and mortification, they persevered in their
efforts for the relief of the country, and eventually
surrendered the Distribution clause to meet the views
of the President; and the Tariff Bill finally became
a law, through the patriotic endeavors of the friends
of Mr. Clay, notwithstanding the attempt of Mr. Ty-
ler to crusk their energies and arouse their opposi-
tion.

On the thirty -firet of March, 1842, after one of the
longest Congressional careers known in our annals,

Mr. Clay resigned his seat in the Senate of the Uni-
ted States. It having been previously understood
that he would take occosion, in presenting the cre-
dentials of his successor, Mr. Crittenden, to maks
some valedictory remarke, the Senate Chamber was,
at an early hour, crowded to its utmost capacity, by
Members of the other House, and by a large assem-
blage of citizens and ladies. Some of Mr. Clay's
best friends had looked forward with apprehension
to this event—wearing the arpect, as it did, of a for-
mal and appoeinted leave-taking. They remembered
that there was but one step from the sublime to the
ridiculous, and they dreaded lest the truly imprese-
ive character of the occasion might be marred, or df-
vested of its dignity, by any farewell worda. Bua
Mr. Clay had hardly risen to speak before their ap-
prehensions were lost and forgotten in a deep and
absorbing interest in the language that flowed calm-
lv, smoothly and msjestically from his lips. He re~
ferred to the period of his first entrance into the Sen-
ate, in 1806. He paid a merited compliment to tha
high character of that body, and to the ability of i
individual Members; but added that, full of aitrae-
tion as was a seat in that Chamter, to fill the aspi-
rations of the most ambitious heart, he had long de-
termined to forego it, and to seek repose among the
calmn pleasures of * home.”

It bad been his purpose, he said, to terminate his
conncction with the Henate in November, 1840. Had
Preeident Harrison lived, and the measures devised
at the Extra Session been fully carried out, he
would have then resigned his seat. But the hope
that at the Hegular Session the measures left un-
done might be still perfected, induced him to post-
pone his determination ; and events, which arose af
ter the Extra Session, resulting from the fetlure of
those measures which had been proposed at i1hat
Session, and which appearrd to throw on his politi-
cal friends a temporary show of defeat, confirmed
him in the resolution to attend the present Session
also—and, whether in prosperity or adversity,
share the fortune of his friends. But he resolved, at
the same time, to retire as soon as he could do so
with propriety and decency. Mr. Clay then con-
tinued as follows :

“ From 1806, the period of my entry on this noble
theatre, with short intervals, to the present time,
have been engaged in the public councils, at home
and abroad. Of the nature or the value of the ser-
vices rendered during that long and arduous period
of my life, it does not become me to speak ; hirtory,
if she deigns to notice me, or posterity, if the recol-
lections of my humble ections shall be transmitted
to posterity, are the best, the truest, the most im-
partial judges. When death has closed the scene,
their sentence will be pronounced, and to that I ap~
peeal and refer myself. My acts and public conduet
are a fair subject for the criticiem and judgment of
my fellow-men ; but the private motives by which
they have been prompted—they are known only to
the great Searcher of the human heart and 1o my-
eelf; and I truet I may be Eaﬂiuned for repeating o
declaration made some thirteen years ago, that,
whatever errors—and doubiless they have been
many—may be discovered in a review of my publie
gervice to the country, I can with unshaken confi-
dence appeal to the Divine Arbiter for the truth of
the declaration, that I have heen influrnced by
no impure purposes, no personel mutive—have
sought no personal agerandizement; hut that in all
my public acts [ have had & eole apd eingle eye,
and a warm and devoted heurt, directed and dedica-



ted to what, in my judgment, [ believed to be the
true interest of ny eountry.’

Mr. Clay then alluded to the fact, that in common
with other public men he had notenjoyed an immuni-
ty from cenaure and detraction. But he had not been
unaustained. And here the allusion to the persecu-
tions of his assailants led to the mention of Ken-
tucky, the State of his adoption—noble Kentucky—
who, when the storm of calumny raged the fiercest,
and he sermed to be forsaken by all the rest of the
world, threw her broad and impenetrable ehield
around him, and bearing him up aloft in her coura-
geous arms repelled the poisoned ehafts aimed for
his destruction. As Mr. Clay uttered the name of
Kentuchy, his feelings overpowered him—the atrong
man was bowed with emotion—he passed his fin-
gers before his eyes for a moment—then rallied, and
proceeded with his remarks. To the charge of
Dictatorship, which was 80 often in the mouths of
his vppunents at thai time, Mr. Clay replied tem-
perately and happily. We can quote buta fragment
of thia portion of his Valedictory Address:

“ That my nature is warm, my temper ardent, my
disposition, especially in relation to the public ser-
vice, enthusiastic, [ am fully ready to own; and
those who supposed that [ have been assuming the
Dictatorship, have only mistaken for arrogance or
assumptioa that fervent ardor and devotion which
is natural to my constitution. and which I may have
displayed with no litule regard to cold, caleuluting
u:u?cuutiuus rudence, in sustaining and zealous-
Iy su[:pnrling unportant National measures of policy
which [ have preseuted and proposed.”

The truly generous qualities of Mr. Clay's na-
ture shine forth from every line of the following pas-
sage :

“ During & long nod arduous career of service in
the public councils of my country, especiully dur-
ing the las=t eleven yeurs [ have held a seat in the
Senate, from the same ardor and enthusissm of
¢haracter, I have no doubt, in the heat of debate,
and in an honest endeavor to maintain my opiniona
against adverse opinions equally honestly enter-
tained, aa to the beat course o be adopted for the
public welfare, I may have often inadvertenily or
unintentionally, in moments of excited debate, made
uae of langusge that has been offensive, and sus-
eaplible of injurivus interpretation toward my brother
&enators.  If there be any here who retuin wound-
ed ferlinga of injury or dissatisfaction produced on
such occasiong, | beg 1o assure them that I now of-
fer the amples' apology for any departure on my part
from the esmbl:iahetlg rules of parliamentary deco-
rum and courteay. On the other hand, I assure the
Henatore, one and all, without exception and with-
out reserve, that | retire from this Senate Chamber
without curr_lrin% with me a single feeling of resent-
ment or dissatisfuction towards the Senate or any of
ity members.”

Mr. Clay concluded this memorable address by
Invuking, in & tone which thrilled through every
heart, the blessings of Heaven upon the whole Sen-
ate and every member of it. The hushed suspense
of intense feeling and attention pervaded the crowd-
ed asscmblage as he st down. For nearly half a
minute afier he had finished no one spoke—no one
moved. There was not a dry eye in the Senate
Chamber. Men of all parties seemed equally over-
esome by the pathos and majesty of that farewell.—
At length Mr. Preston, of South Carolina, rose and
remarked, that what had just taken place was an
epoch in their legislative history ; and, from the feel-
ing which was evinced, he plainly saw that there
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was little disposition to attend to business. Ha
would therefore move that the Senate adjourn.

The motion was unanimously agreed to; but
even then the whole audience seemed ro remain
spell-bound by the effect of those parting tones of
Mr. Clay. For several seconds no one stirred. * In
sll probability we should have remained there to
this hour,” said an bonorable S8enator 10 us recent-
ly, in describing the scene, * had not Mr. Clay him-
self risen, and moved towards the area.” And thea
at length, slowly and reluctautly, the assemblage
diapersed.

Shortly after the adjournment, as Mr. Calhoun
was crossing the Senate Chamber, he and Mr. Clay
encountered. For five years they had been estran-
ged ; and the only words which had passed between
them had been those harshly spoken in debate. But
now, an they thus inadvertenily mer, the old times
came over them. They remembered only their po-
litical companionship of twenty years’ standing.—
The imervening differences, which had chilled their
hearts towards each other, were forgotten. The tears
eprang to their eyes. They shook each other cor-
dially by the hand—interchanged a “ God blesa
you!" and parted. We have alluded elsewhers
briefly to this scene. It was a happy sequel to the
leading events of the day.

——————

CHAPTER XX.

at Lexington—Visits Indiana—

ky—S h
Scene with Mr. Me ihall—Rema —Pena
bl ks on Slavery—lenan-

ul
Visit to the South- Wet—Trnumphal Progrem—Hetum Home
—LUontemplated Visit_to the Houth-East—Letters on the
Tanff—Letter to the Whigs of Fayette County, Va., in re-
: Td“t{.h:lut-!‘ T:rlet:-ﬁt m Vn:lﬂ N%mﬂt{‘?:luuuﬁddm
1 O — . J
Noﬂh{:ll‘ml.inl:fm] o ves New s on WAy b

Ox his return to Kentucky, after retiring from
public life, Mr. Clay was received with all those
manifestations of enthusiastic affection which it is
possible for a grateful constituency to exhibit. On
the 9th of June, 1842, he partook of a public enter-
tainment or Barbecue, given in his honor near Lex-
ington.

The speech which he delivered on this occasion
is probably fresh in the recollection of many of our
readers. Containing as it does many personal re-
miniscences of hig past career, and a review of those
leading questions of policy upon which we have al-
ready given his opinions, it is one of the most inter-
esting of his numerous addresses to popular assem-
blies.

Early in October, 1842, being on a visit 1o Rich-
mond, in the State of Indiana, the occasion of
his meeting a large concourse of his fellow citizens
was seized upon by a number of his pelitical oppo-
nents to present him with a petition praying him to
cmancipate his slaves in Kentucky. It was thought
that even Henry Clay would be nonplussed and
embarrassed by so inopportune and unexpected an
appeal. A Mr. Mendenball was selected 10 present
him with the petition, and expectation was raised to
the highest pitch among the few who were in the se-
cret, and who were far from being Mr. Clay's well-
wishers, to hear what he would say. Never did he
acquit himsell more felicitously than on this occa
sion.
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The indignation waa zreat among the assembly
when they learned the object with which Mr. Men-
denhall had made his way through their midst to
the spot where Mr. Clay ctood. They regarded it
as an insult to him and his friends ; and the proba-
bility is, that Mr. Mendenhall would have had some
palpable proof of their sense of his impertinence,
had not Mr. Clay instantly appealed to the assem-
bly in the following terms:

#1 hope that Mr. Mendenhall may be treated with
the grealest forbearance and reapect. I assure my
fellow citizens, here collected, thut ithe presentation
of the petition has not vecasioned 1he slightest pain,
nor excited one soliiary disagreeuble emotion. I
it were 1o be presented to me, 1 prefer that it
should be done in the fuce of this vasi asremblage.
1 think I can give it auch an answer as becomes me
and the subject of which it treats. At all events, I
entreat and beseech my fellow ecitizens for their
nake, for mty sake, 1o offer no disrespect, no indig'-
nity, no violence,in word or deed,to Mr.Mendenhall.”

Then, turning to Mr. Mendenhall: * Allow me to
*pay,” said Mr. C., “ that I think you have not con-
! formed 1o the independent character of an Ameri-
*can citizen in presenting a pefilion to me. A
! petition, as the term implies, generally proceeds
‘from en inferior in power or station to a superior;
* but between ua there is entire equality.”

Mr. Clay remurked, in continuation, that he de-
sired no concealment of bis opinivns in regard to
the institution of Slavery. He looked upon itasa
great evil, and deeply lamented that we had derived
it from the Parental Government and from our ances-
tors, But, without any knowledge of tne reiaton in
which he stood to his Slaves, or their individual con-
dition, Mr. Mendenhall and his associates hod pre-
sented a petition calling upon him forthwith to
liberate the whole of them.

“ Now let me tell you,’ #aid Mr. C. ** that some half
u dozen of them, from age, decrepitude or infirmity,
are wholly unable to gain a livelihood for them-
selves, and are a heavy charge upon me. Do you
think that 1 should conform to the dictates of hu-
manity by ridding myself of that charge, and send-
ing them forth into the world, with the boon of
liberty, to end & wretclied existence in slarvation T

In conclusion, Mr. Clay adwnirably exposed the
hypocrasy of the petitioners by the following pro-
position, in regard to which they have never taken
any eteps:

“ I shall, Mr. Mendenhall, take your petition into
respectiul and deliberate coneideration; but before

1 come to 2 final decigion, | show/d !:!.i-e to know

what and your associates are willing to do for
the Slaves in my possession, if I shouid think pro-
per Lo liberale them. 1 own sbout fifty, who are
protubly worth fifteen thousand dollars. To turn
them loose vpon society without any means of sub-
sistence or support would be an act of cruelty. Are
vou willing to raire and secure the payment of fif-
teen thousand dollars for their benefit, if 1 should
be induced to free them T The security of the pay-
went of that sum would materially lersen the u'i‘;-
etacle in the way of their emancipation.”

Mr, Clay finished hia remarks with some friendly
advice to Mr. Mendenhall, which i1 is probable that
individual will never forget. The tables were cotn-
pletely turned upon those whao had thought 1o annoy
and emburrass the great Kentuckian. The bearer
of the petition and his assuciates werc auffered 1o
slink away upnoticed and unheeded by the crowd.

As the period for 8 new Presidential election ap-
prouches, the enemies of Mr. Clay are circulaiing
the grossest misrepresentations in regard to his con-
duct as a slave-holder and his opiunions upon the
subject of the institution of Slavery. A Mr. James
Channing Fuller, who according 10 his own showing,
smuggled himself into the kitchen at Ashland und
interrogated the slaves, in the sbsence of Mr. Clay
from home, has published a statement in relution to
Mr. Clay's domestic affairs, full of the most ridicu-
lous fuleehoods. One of the sluves, named Darkey,
who seems to have been very cummunicative in
* humbugging™ the fellow, on being acked why she
had told him such big stories, replied : * Why, the
man came sneaking about the Louse like a fool, and
I thought I would make a bigger fool of him."”

A Mr. Abel Brown, who was indicted not long
since for libel by the Grand Jury of Albany, has
also been busy in propagating the vilest slanders in
regard to Mr. Clay's conneciion with the slave-
holding interest. We need only stamp them as de-
liberate and malicious falsehuods, wholly unsustain-
ed by the slightest shadow of proof.

The Lexington Intelligencer says ¢

‘“ Mr. Clay owns sbout fifty slaves. Several of
them, from age and infirmity, are an sbsolute charge
vpon him. His allowance of fuod 10 them, is a
pound of bacon per day for adult men, and in that
proportion for women and children—fiee accers to
the meal-tub for bread, and plenty of vegetables.
Mo-t of them raire fowls. They are well clothed
and houscd, and the tarke given them are very light,
insomuch, that during the season of breaking hemip,
some of the men can earn their dollar per dsy.
Their attachment to Mr. Clay is strong. Chailes
bas travelled with him through the greatempart of
the United Stutes and both the Canadas. When at
the Falls of Niagara, three years ago, Mr. Clay was
asked by a friend if he was sure ot Charles’s fidelity ;
for that rome Abolitioniste had been attempting 1o
geduce him from his service. Mr. Clay replied that
they were welcome 10 get him off if they could. He
might go if he pleased ; he would be only snticipating
his frecdom a few days. In Canade, Charles was
again importuned and teased, until excescively
vexed, he turned upon his tormentors snd told them
that he would not leave his master for both of 1he
Queen's Provinces. Charles’s wife, a free woman
aud her childien, all live upon Mr. Clay’s place and
are chiefly supported by him, without rendering eny
equivalent.”

There has never been any concealment on Me
Clay’s part of his opinions on the suhject of Slavery,
Through the whole course of thie Memoir they will
be found scattered, from the period when he first
advocated the gradual eradication of Slavery from
Kentueky in 1797 to the present moment. In his
speech befure the Colonization Society in 1827, (ses
Chapter X. of the present work,) nothing can be
more explicit than the language he employs. Wa
refer those who wonld be enlightened further in re-
gard to his views, to that eloquent address.

On the 29th of Septewber, 1842, Mr. Clay attended
the great Whig Convention at Duyton, Ohin, where
Oxne HusxpreEp THousakD WHIGS are believed to
have been assembled.

‘“ At 8 o'clock,” says one of the actors in the
ecene, “ when every street in the clty was filled,
‘and there seemed no resting-place for any, the pro-
‘cespion was furmed. This occupied a long time.
* When done, the order, * March!’ was given; and,
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*in solid mass, we moved 1w welcome the great
*8ratesman, Henry Clay, into the city. He was
*met near the city, and, at half-past 9 o'clock,
*reached the neighborhood of the National Hotel.
+ Here a beautiful sight was wiinessed. One hun-
+dred and twenty-five children, as the honest patriot
*approached, welcomed him with songs! Their

sweel voices rang out in merry peals, and the mul-
¢ titude reeponded to it with the Leartiest enthusinsm.
* Alter this, Mr. Cluy occupied a stand fur soine time,
* ua the proceseion pussed by, welcoming him to Ohio,
*and-in retura receiving his salutations.

“ When the procession had passed, Mr. Clay re-
¢ tired into the Hotel. Governor Metcalf then ap-
¢ peared at the window, aund delivered a Speech—
‘returning the thanks of Kentucky for the warm-
‘hearted receptidn they had met with, and bid-
* ding all who loved the name of American to rally
+ together in defence of Awmerican Liberty and Ameri-
' can Labor.

“ Mr. Schenck read Resolutions, prepared hy the
*Committee, nominating Henry Clay and John
* Davia fuor the Whiz candidute= for 1844. At this
¢ time Mr. Clay was seen in the crowd, and then, as
il there had been one voice only, the shout went
¢ forth for the Statesman of the Nation. He anawered
¢jt; and, in & Specch of two hours, plain, yet elo-
* quent, he spoke, concealing no opinion, disguizing
* no wish, the multitude all the while listening with
s enger attention and breathless silence. And such
*a Speech! It was a master-effort of a master-
* gpirit."

Of this tremendoua meeting Mr. Clay afterward
remarked, that of all the crowds in Eurcpe or else-
where he never saw one =o great. A vast sea of
human heads surrounded the platform, covering
many acros.

In the month of December, 1842, Mr. Clay, having
private bunsinesa in New-Orleane, where one of his
marricd daughtera resides, visited that city, stop-
piog at Natchez and ather places on his route. He
waus every where received by the People with such
enthusinstic demonstrations of popular affection as
had never before been bestowed upon any American
except Washington.

Ou his retuin homeward from Louisiana, about
the middle of February, 1843, his progrees was
continually impeded by vast assemblages of the
people to meet and welcome him. At Mobile. on
the 2d of February, and at Vicksburg, on the 20th
of February, an immense concourse of citizens col-
lected to offer the tribute of their gratitude and
respect. The Hon. 8. 8. Prentiss addressed him,
on the latter occasion, in that strain of fluent and
impossioned eloquence for which that young and
gified orator is distinguished.

At Juckson, the capital of Mississippi, Mr. Clay
was met and welcomed by the largest concourse
ever assembled in the State. At Memphis, Ten-
pessee, crowds of citizens from the surrounding
region aseembled to tender him their affectionate
respects, to look on and listen to the greatest living
chumpion of their Country’s honor and interests.
Thus felicitated and welcomed on his route, Mr.
Clay, with more than a conqueror’s trophies, re-
turned, in fine heslth and spirits, to Ashland, just
as Spring was beginning to fringe with green the
old vaks that waved around his homestead.

Early in April he addressed a large body of his
fellow citizens in the Cuurt-House yard at Lexing
ton; and, in the course of his remarks, acknow
ledged, in approprinte language, the attentions
which had been paid to him and the honors which
had been showered upon him by all parties during
hia late trip to the South-west.  °

It having been understood that Mr. Clay would
miake a tour to the South-cust during the autumn of
1843, innumerable leiters from Commitices in all
sections of the country were poured in upon him,
requesting him 10 visit a multitude of places, both
on his route and aside from it. The task of reply-
ing to theae lettersa must ulune have been exceeding-
ly laborious. North Curolina was, we believe, the
first to claim from him a visit. Ln his reply to a
Committee of citizens of Raleigh, dated 10th July,
1843, he consents to pay a visit, some lime in the
couree of the next spring to that State, which was
i the first to declare the Indepeudence of the Culo-
¢ nies, and will be among the last to abandon the
¢aupport of the Union."”

Several lettera from Mr. Clay on the subject of the
Tariff appeared, during the Summer of 1843. No-
thing could be more explicit and undisguised than
the expression of his views. In his reply, dated 13ih
SHeptember, 1843, to a lewter fromn F. 8. Bronson,
Eaq., of Georgia, asking his opinions in regurd to
the Protective policy of 1832, he writes :

“ The sum and substance of what [ conceive to be
the true policy of the United States, in respect to a
Tanff, may be briefly stated. In cooformity with
the principle announced in 1the Compromise Act, I
think, that whatever revenue is necessary 1o an eco-
nomicel and honest admivistration of the General
Government, ought to be derived from duties, impo-
sed on Foreign unporte. And I believe that, in ea-
tablishing a Tarifi of those duties, ruch a discrimi-
nation ought to be made, as will incidentally atord
reasonable protection to our narional interests.

I think there ia no danger of a high Tariff being
ever established ; that of 1828 was eminently de-
serving that denomination. I waa not in Cougress
when it passed, and did not vote forit; but with iia
history and with the circumatances which guve birth
to it, [ am well acquainted. They were highly dis-
creditable to American legislation and 1 hope, for
its honor, will never be ngain repeateil.

# After my return 1o Congress in 1831, my efforts
were directed to the modification and reduction of
the rates of du'y contained in the aet of 1828. The
act of 1832 greatly reduced and modified them; and
the act of 1833, commonly called the Compromise
Act, still farther reduced and modified them. T'he
act which passed at the Extra Session of 1841,
which I rupported, was confined to the tree articles.
I had resigned my seat in the Senate when the act
of 1842 passed. Generally, the duties which it im-
poses are lower than those in the act of 1832, And,
without intending to express any opinion upon eve-
ry item of this last Tariff, [ would =ty that I think
the provisions, in the main, are wise and proper. It
there be any excesses or defecta in it, {of which I
have not the means here ol judging,) they vught to
be corrected.

“ My opinion, that there ia no danger hereafier of
a high Tarifl, is founded on the gratilying fact that
our manufactures have now taken o deep root. In
their infancy, they needed a greater measure of pro-
tection ; but, as they grow and advance, they ac-
quire strength and stability, and, consequemily, will
require less protection. Even nuw, sone branches
of them are able to maintuin, in distant muarkets,
:uuceﬂuful compeltition with rival foreign manufac-

ures.
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By this it will be seen, thut Mr. Clay i» in farer
of sxataining the present Tariff; and that, so far
from contemplating higher and higher duties, he be-
lieves that the rapid and constant progress of our
Manufactures tends ever to diminish instead of in-
ereasing the necessity for decidedly prolective duties.
He never wasin favor of a high tariff. In his own lan-
gusage, he believes ; “ that the Revenue from the Gen-
t eral Government should be derived from the Foreign
‘ imports to the exclusion of direct taxes, and the
* proceeds of the salea of Public Lands; and that no
* more revenue should be levied than is necessary to
‘an economical administration of the Government;
‘but that in levying it such discriminations ought to
*be made as will afford moderate and reasonable pro-
‘ tection to American interests against the rival and
* prohibitory policy of Foreign Powers.”

Notwithstanding these clear and unequivocal dec-
larations, the attempt is frequently made to misre-
present Mr. Clay's views in regard to the Tariff.
Surely there is no longer any excuse for ignorance
upon this subject among persons claiming to be in-
telligent.

The Whigs of Fayette County, Virginia, some
time in Septem.ber, 1843, wrote to Mr. Clay requesi-
ing him to favor them with a visit on his way to or
return from North Carolina. By the following ex-
tracts from his reply, it will be seen that he is far
from disguising his sentiments in regard to Mr.
Tyler:

** The treachery, Gentlemen, of the acting Presi-
dent, to which you allude in terms of just indigna-
ton, is mortifving to us as Americans.

_* Considering the youth of our Republic, and the
virtuous and jllustrious men who have filled the of-
fice of Chief Magistrate of the Union, it is painful
in the extreme to behuld such an example of utter
abandonment of all the cbligations of honor, of duty
and of fidelity. But, far from sllowing that de-
E:Jdmg fact to throw usinto a state of apathy and

spondency, it ought to stimulate #very American
freeman to redouble hia energies in rescuing hia
Government from the impure hands into which it
has accidentslly fallen.

* Aguinst Mr. Tyler no exertion is necessary. He
will soon retire with the contempt and amidst the
scoffs of all honorable men. Qur eflforts should be
directed ngainst those who first seduced and then
profited by him; those who, afier having won him
to their uses now affect to shrink from the contami-
nating association ;, those who afier his complete
identification with them, and at the moment when
he is appropriating to their exclusive advantage the
whole patronage of the Government, unjustly up-

us with the failure of measures, the adoption
of which wes prevented by his perfidy and their
eountenauce and support of him."

In December, 1843, Mr. Clay’a private affairs
again required his presence in New-Orleans. He

was welcomed on his route to that city by the eame |

testimonials of popular attachment that had signal- |

ized his journey of the preceding year; and, during
his residence in the great SBouthern Metropolis, citi-
rens of all parties seemed to unite in doing him
honor, Before his departure, the State Convention
of the Demueratic Whigs of Louisiana, which was

holding its session at the time, formed in proces- |

sion, the 23d February, 1844, and marched to the
8t. Charles Hotel, where he was staying, to tender
their respects. His reply to their enthusiastic con-
gratulations was brief but to the point:

zeon: It is not r that I should make a speech,
and I will not m speech. But this | may say
to you—you are engaged in a good cause, an honest
cause, a glorious cause : the principles which yem
are advocating tend to the advancement of the pros-
perity of the Republic, and I will tell you that from
all quarters—/from the forthest coruers of Maine
to the extremest points of Louisiana, the signas of
the times are propilious, aad not a speck obscures
the korizon. Go oxn, THEN! Go aBHEAD!”

On the 25th February, Mr. Clay reached Mobile
on his way to North Carolina. Although it was
the Sabbath, and of course no civic ceremoniea de-
noted the welcome which »as swelling in every
bosom, yet the wharves were lined with a dense and
innumerable throng, eager to catch a glimpse of
him as he disembarked. On the next day he was
to receive his fellow citizens at the Mansion House.
The Advertiser of the 26th says: “ Mr. Clay, we
¢ are pleased to add, is looking in fine health, and
i promises to live yet many years, the benefactor and
¢ the pride of his country.”

On the 5th March, he left Mobile for Montgomery,
Columbue, Ga., Macon and other intermediate citice
on his route, followed by the best hopes of the peo-
ple for hia health, prosperity and elevation to the
Chief Magiatracy of the Republic in November next.

——— e ——
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One of the most cheering evidences of the wide-
spread reaction in the public mind in favor of
Mr. Cley may be found in the letter of theHon. Wil-
lism C. Rives, U. Siates Senator from Virginia,
dated January lst, 1844, and addreesed to Colonel
Edmund Fontaine, of Hanover County. In this
manly and eloquent letter, Mr. Rives states the
grounds of his preference fur Mr. Clay over Mr. Yan
Buren as a candidate for the Presidency in plain
and forcible terms. The following passages canpot
be made too familiar to the people of the United
States:

“Could any thing inflict a deeper wound on the
cause of Republican Institutione than such a spee-
tacle of levity and inetability on the part of the con-
stituent body as would be exhibited in the restoration
of Mr. Van Buren, after the overwhelming condem-

nation of his Administration pronounced by the
almost unanimous electoral voice of the country but

: three short years ago1 Would it not render popu

lar Government a
Nations 7 .
“Jtis impoasible for any reflecting man to con-
template the actual and prospective condition of the
country without seeing in it already the germ of new
difficulnes and troubles, which may, in their ap-
proaching developement, agitate our glorious Unien
to its centre. The Oregon and Texas questinn in
our foreign relations ; at home, a deficient revenue,
with all its anﬁum? sources pressed up to 1keir
farthest productive limit, and some of them, there
is reason to If‘illehend, beyond ; the Tarifl contro-
versy rebpened, with all the conflicting interests
and passions which never fail to be awakened by
it; and added ‘to these, the rekindled fires of the
Abolition exciteme nt—each and all of them are ques-
tions which carry in their bosom the fearful elements
of civil discord and intestine strife. The woret and

L
Lby-word :nd taunt’ among the

“You call for a speech from me, my fellow-citi- | most dangerous aspect they present ie, that all of
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them bring into immediate and opposing array, if
pot into augry end hostile collirivn, the secrional
interests and feelings of the different geographical
divisions of the Confederacy. Whos=e, at such »
moinent, is the master-apirit that may have power
to still the rising tempest before it sweeps with de-
structive fury over the face of our yet happy Union?
or, should this prove hopelesa and impossible, whose
the commanding genius ' to ride the whirlwind an
direct the siorm 1" To preeide over the destinies of
e great Republic, in a crisis of such complicated
difficulty and peril, calla for something more than
the arta of the mere party politician. It demands the
highest moral and intellectual gualities of the slates-
man—courage, sel-possesvion, elevation of charac-
ter and elevution of views; a nobleness and gener-
osity of nature that attracts confidence, and can in-
spire enthusiasm; the epirit of persuasion and the
spirit of cnmmnné combined. Let the annala of the
eountry,in some of the darkest moments which have
over lowered upon its fortunes, be consulted, and
they will answer whether HEnrY Cray or MarTIN
Van Bures is the man for such a crisis.”

Of auch paramount interest have been the details

of Mr. Clay’s public career that we have but little

room to bestow upon his private and professional
history, honorable as it has been to him. 'We have
alluded to his early successes at the bar, but space
fails us in the attempt to supply even an imperfect
skeich of his numerous triumphant efforts in the
sphere of hie professicn. Owing 1o the more popu-
lur character of his political labore, he has not en-
joyed, out of the boundary of the Supreme Court,
half the reputation which was his due a= a jurist of
extensive attpinments and profound sbility. But
we have been assured by Mr. Justice Story, that he
was regarded by Chiel Justice Marshall as second
to no lawyer in the country in these respects.
His arguments always cvinced great reflection, and
often great erudition; and they werc of that eleva-
ted and liberal character, which excluded every aid
of a narrow or pellifogging cast. We must con-
tent ourself with & mere reference to this department
of Mr. Clay’s hiatory ; referring the reader to the re-

rte and records of the United States Courts for
information in regard to it.

Henry Clay is now (1844) in his sixty-seventh
vear, and, notwithstanding his varied and arduous
labors, tasking his mental and physical powers 10
en extraordinary degree, and the several periods of
dangerous illness, to which he has been subject, he
bears in his personal appearance the promise of a
vigarous, healthful and protracted old age. In sta-
ture he is tall, sinewy, erect and commanding, with
finely formed limbs and a frame capable of much en-
durance. From his features you might at first infer
that he was a hardy backwoodsman, who had been
secustomed rather to the privations and trials of a
frontier life than to the arena of debate and the diplo-
matic table. But when you meet his full, clear,
gray eye, you see in its flashea the conscious power
of a well-trained and panoplied intellect as well aa
the glance of an intrepid soul. Ita lustre gives ani-
mation to the whole countenance, and its varying
expression faitnfully interprets the emotions and
sontiments of the orator. Much of the charm of his
speaking lies in his clear, rotund and indescribably
melodious voice, which is of wide compass, and as
distinct in its low as in its high tonea. The effectof
#t, when a passion is to be portrayed, or a feeling of
pathos aroused, is like that of a rich instrument upon
she ear

Nothing could be more felicitous than Mr. Clay’s
personal manners and node of address. They im-
press every one with the conviction that he is a true
man—that there is no sham about him and his opin-
‘ons. Frank, affable, natural and communicative—
as much at home among European princes and po-
tentates as at & Barbecue with his own conastituents
~his perfect self-possession and repose of manner
spring, not so much {rom long intercourse with the

, world as from that rooted democretic instinct, that
dignity of character, which looks solely to the in-
ward man, and eees not the stars and garters with
which he may be externully decorated.

Among the eminent men who have borne teatimo-
| ny to those qualities, which render Mr. Clay so wor-
| thy a candidate for the highest office in the gift of
the American people is Col. Richard M. Johnson
| of Kentucky, We are indebted to the Richmond
Whig for the following anecdote:

& On the 30th of September last, Col. Johnson be-
ing m Staunton, Virginia, a number of gentlemen
paid him the respect ot calling 10 2ee him. Ooe of
| the company remarked to him, * Colonel, when you
reach the railroad junciion, you will be ncar the
Slashes of Hanover.! The honest old warrior’s face
immediately Lit up with an expression of sincerity
and pleasure, and he eloquently said: ‘[ shall be
delighted to aee that place. Every spot of ground
Henry Clay touches he immorializes. 1 have been
: in public hfe for forty vears, and in that time have
been associated with all the great men of the coun-
try. Leaving out Madison and Gallatin, who were
old men when [ first stepped upon the theatre of
%nlilicu, I will place Jetizrson first, then Henry

lay. He is a perfect Hercules in all the qualities
that can adorn human nature. Some men may ex-
cel him in a single quality—for instance, Webster
may be a greater logician, or some mav be more re-
nowned for deep researches, but take Clay all in
all, he has not an equal in the Union, either in the
North or South—the East or the Wesat. In meoral
courage—in physical courage—in oratory—in pat-
riotiem, and in every noble quality, he is without a
superior. [ have been associated with him on Com-
mittees in connexion with Calhoun, Lowndes,
Chevea, Webater, and other distinguished individu-
als, but Clay was always the master-apirit. We
looked up to him as the Ajax T'elamon; and by his
counsel we were guided in our deliverations. [If the
rest of the Committee assembled before him and
were in doubt how to proceed,.when he made
his appearance, all eyes were turned upon him—and
wa were certain to be right when we followed his
opinion. He ia a great man, a very great man.'’

As a writer, Mr. Clay will ereditably compare
with any of the public men of the day. His style is
singularly perspicuous, simple, forcible and correct,
evincing a preference for good old Saxon worda over
those derived from the Latin and Greek languages.
In this respect, it is perfectly Addisonian. His in-
structions to the Ministers sent to the Congress of
Penama, his Land Report of 1832, hia Report on the
differences with France, and numerous documents
which emanated from his pen while he was at the
head of the Department of State, may be referred
to not only as papera evincing masterly statesman-
ship, but a8 excellent specimens of * English unde-
filed.”

In his tastes and habits of life, he is remarkably
simple and unostentatious. On his fine estate of
Ashland, he has for many yeara devoted his leisure
to superintending the breeding and raising of cattle,
on an extensive acale, and no man has dove better
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service to the farming interests of the country. He
in an early riser, and methodical and industrious in
the disposition of his time.

In early life, Mr. Clay had a fondness for play—
not for the seke of the money sported—but for the
company and the excitement. He has, on several
occasions given up large sums that be had won,
and often saved men from ruin. He has never played
atapublic table or at gambling houses. For upwards
of thirly years he kns not played at any game of
hazard. We mention these fucts because there is
much misrepresentation abroad on the subject ; and
the most grossly exaggerated atories have been
made current by his enemics. We have fuirly stated
the head and front of his offending.

As an instance of that magnanimity which Mr.
Clay carries into all the transactions of life, we may
guote the following fucts from the Cleveland (Ohio)
herald, of April, 1843 :

“ A near relative of Mr. Clay, reriding in his vici-
nity, who has been largely engaged in the purchase
and manufacture of hemp, for hagging end bale-
rope, for the New-Orleans market, by the fall in
value, and the embarrassments of the times, which
have heen felt with prodigious force for a year pasi,
in the great South-Western Emporium, was lutely
coinpelled to muke an assignment of his propert

trusiees, for the benefit of all his ereditora.
whole amount of hia liabilities was near $50,000—

vancea to enable the manufucturer to prosecute his
business, so advantageous to the farming interests of
Kentucky, with the hope of an improvement in the
condition of things, so that a suspension of the work
and of the pavment might be avoided.

“The eale of the property took place about a
fortnight aro, and as usval in such cases attracted
several hundred persons, and ameng them many of
the ereditors. Mr. Clay then told them in substance
that the assignment was for the henefit of all the

Life of Henry Clay.

indication of shuffling—of & disposition to evade or

defer the responsibility of uttering au opinion. In

contemplating his career, we are ofien reminded of

these lines by the author of * Philip Van Artevelds :*
** All my lifelong

I hawe beheld with moat the ma

Who knew himself nnd kinew the wnys him,
ndl from amongst them chose considerstely,

With a clear foresight, nut a blindfuld cournga

And, baving chosen, with a fast mind

Punued purpuses.””

.Such & mun is Henry Clay! And in no one pub-
lic act of his life does he seem to have been uctuated
by other thun pure and patriotic motives. I wouurLp
RATHER BE RIGHT THAN BE PrEf1pENT.” In that
expression we have a key to his conduct from tha
moment he first entered the National Council=:; and
in that expression we have an earnest of the single-
heartedness of purpose with which the aflairs «f the
country will be condacted under his adminisiration.
His elevation to the Presidency would be a national
blessing—not merely because it would revive confis
dence ond restore outward prosperity, but because
its moral effect would be incalculably advantageous
to our highest interests as a Free People. It is no-

! torious that, under the dynasties of Jackson and

e |

Vao Buren, the moral tone of the country has been
deplorably lowered ; the dastardly doctrine of Re-
pudiation has sprung up, by which sovereign Siates

. have endursed the ethice of the pick
about ore-half of which wus due to Mr. Clay forad- - i ORO8 Yn peputkSt e, the

swindler ; and our reputation, at home and ebroad,
has received stains, which it will take years to

I efface.

creditra, himself included—that the amount due

him wng as large as all the other claims combined
—that from the relationship in which he stood 10 the
debtor, it was prohable some, and perhaps many of
the creditors, had become such under the expecta-
tion thut, if difficulty oecurred, he, Mr. Clay, would

proteet them—that although there was no ground |

whutever for asking him to do su, yet, rather than
that any man should think he hud lii& slightest rra-
son 1o complain of him, and in order further that
every debt due to others ehould be puid, hie now re-
leased all interest under the assignment until every
dollar due to vihers was paid. and then if any thing
was lefi he would iake it.  “T'he sale was made—tlie
other creditors were all paid, nnd whut little remain-
ed was oll Mr. Clay got for his 325,000,

“ How different thia from the ordinary course, when
Mr. Clay, being the confidential creditor, would

: papers of the doy to note.

huve heen first paid. and in this case the only one ,

paid, und who but Henry Clay eould be found, under
guch circumsiances, to reject the whole or at any
rate bis share of the proceeds. ™

Butitis with Mr. Clay's public history that we
Liave mainly to deal, The Legislutive unnals of the
Nation are the sources from which it may be deri-
ved. There it stunds amply and immutably record-
ed, through a period of nearly forty years. From
thua wmgnificent goarries of the Pust, the materials
will be drawn for a monument more perennial than
math!e or bra=a.  Never were the views of a public
man upon all questions of publie policy inore ingen-
uously and unequivocslly expressed—uiore clearly
and broadly dehued. On no vne point is there an

THE

To the Philanthropist, the Patriot, and the Chris-
tian, what erelief to turn fromn this epectacle of dis-
honor and mal-administration, to the prospect of
Henry Clay’s election in November next! '

And now we approach the termination of our im-
perfect sketch of his Lile and Public Serviees. T'he
enthusiastic demonstiations in his favor, which are
daily and hourly manifesting themeelves in every
guarter of the Republic, and which point to him as
the oxLY candidate of the Democratic Whigs of the
Union at the next Presidential Election ; the numer-
ous nominations, and the cordial testimonials of
State Legislatures, and of primary meetings of the
Peaple every where, in his behalf, are matters of
present history, which it is the province of the news-
So overwhelming are
they in their amount, that it would be useless for us
to attemnpt in thia place to convey an idea of their
character and weight. That they are the infallible
precursora of the election of Henry Clay to the
Presidency of the United States, in 1the autumn of
1844, we firmly and fully believe. That triumph
will be rendered all the more glorious from its con-
trast with the reverses and diseppointmenta of 1he
sixteen years preceding it, illumined only hy that
buret of runshine which virited us in the election of
General Harrigon, and disappeared at his death.

In thie hope, we take a temporary leave of the
subject of our biography. What further distinciions
and glories may await him, time ooly can reveal.—
But the Past iz secure. His nume lives in the henrts
of his countrymen. Hirs fume is incorpuraie with
the history of the Republic. May they both be
blended with the highest honor which a Free People

. can bestow.

END.
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