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ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY IN RELATION TO STATE ARCHIVES

This paper is based primarily on the experience of Historical
Records Survey projects of the Work Projects Administration in the
inventory of state archives, especially in North Carolina. This phase
of the work of the Survey is much less far advenced than is the in-
ventory of county archives, end the research procedures devised are in
only a tentative form., There is now in process of release a techni-
cal circular on the preparation of state archives inventories in which
the procedures to be used will be outlined in.more detail then is pos-
sible within the limits of the present paper.

For the purposes of this discussion, administrative history
will be considered as embracing the development of the structural or-
ganization, the functions or objectives, and the modes of procedure of
governmental agencies.

The importance of thi's study of administrative history to the
archivist in the reconstruction of files, the identification and
classification of series, and the service of reference has been clear-
ly pointed out by Mr. Trever. The actual problems encountered in its
study, hewever, vary materially with the type of governmental agency
studied and with the period of history being explored. In the com-
plexity of problems encountered in research in administrative history,
state government lies between county government and the Federal gov-
ernment. Its functions ars not so restricted as)those of county gov-
ernment, nor is its structure so simple, On the other hand, students
of state government are not confronted with the bewildering maze of
departments, commissions, and independent agencies, nor with the com-
plex and ever—changing brealzdovm of departments into bureaus, bureaus
into divisions, divisions into sections, and so on nearly ad infinitum
which confront the student of Federal administrative history.

The patterns of government within the states, and consequently
the techniques of research in administrative history, have changed
with the changes in the function of the state. Beginning with the
Post—Revolutionary period, we can perhaps distinguish three major per-
iods in the develophent of state government, each of which offers its
own problems in administrative history. In the first period, extend-
ing into the second quarter of the nineteenth century, state policy,
as determined by the legislature, was generally carried into effect by
such local bedies as the county courts or the wardens of the poor, or
vas enforced through the courts rather than through any administrative
organs of the state government itself, The result is that during this
period the civil establishment of the state was very small, consisting
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generally of a governor, a lieutenant-governor, a secretary of state,
a treasurcr, an auditor or comptroller, an attorney-general, and an
adjutant-general, in addition, of course, to the legislature and the
state courts., The largest single itcm of state expenditure was apt to
be the salary and mileage of the members of the state legislature.
Such offices as existed were generatly provided for in the state con-
stitution. The sccond period, extending well into the twentieth cen-—
tury, witnessed the steady creation of statute of additional state
agencies, begimning with state superintendents of schools and boards
of internsl improvements or canal boards, and including numerous in-—
stitutions for the criminal, the insane, and the student; a very large
number of regulatory agencies, begimning with those designed to con-
trol the opcretion and rates of tailroads; and the rudiments of social
service agencies, such as depariments of hezlth, of labor, and public
welfare. During this period the agencies creoted tended to have small
appropriations, few employecs, end simple orgenizations end procedures.
The third period, covering the last two or three decades, has seen the
continued creation of such new egencies as the states have expanded
the scope of their esctivities, end more importent, it has witnessed an
enormous increase in ths staff end in the work of the existing state
agencies made possible by expanding state revenues and Federal sub-
sidies so that the highway or revenue department of a large state may
surpass in size and in complexity of organization meny Federal
agencies. Coupled with this great increasc in tle size and activities
of state departments has been a tendency to define their structure and
functions only in rather broad terms in the statutes, leaving to ad-
ministretive discrction the determination of deteil as to internal or-
ganization, particular activities, and procedures.

In certain states other periods offering special problems
he Atlentic seaboard states, which cxisted as colonies of

g and those others which were Spanish or French colonies or were
parts of the Republic of Mexico have each a period in which the laws
and governmental prectices of the mother country determined their gov—
ernmentel development. Those which existed as territories had a
similar period in which Federal control shaped the structure and op-
eration of their governments., The Revolution, in the states then ex-
isting as commonwealths, constituted 2 period of violent chenge and
of de facto governmental agencies whose administrative history offers
especially difficult research problems. Periods of military govern-
ment in the Southern States during the Civil Wer end Reconstruction
contribute their owm complications.

It should be spparent from the preceding discussion that the
problems in the study of state sdministrative history are varied and
that no single approach cen operate setisfactorily in 2ll cases. It
has been nccessary for the Historical Records Survey, however, to es—
teblish, as nearly as possible, systematic end uniform research pro-
cedures which could employ to advantege competent but professionally
untrained personnel., Although these procedures are not practical for
use in their entirety by the smell and generally professionally




i

trained staffs of state archival establishments, I shall describe them
briefly beczuse I belisve that meny elements in Vol
adapted to thne use of state archivists and more

the results attained by this research will be available

archives estabiishment in each state.

The structure, functions, and procedures of state governmental
agencies and their colonial and territorisl predecessors are determin-
ed by the law of the state, colony, or tﬁ“”lzc“", whether const tu-
tional or statutory in form, as internreted through administra
action, attorney-generall!s rulings, or judicial decisions; by
of a superior government, such as the Federal government or ths
mother country of a colony; by administrative or executive orde
regulations; and by practice and custom, To whet sources, then
we turn to discover this corpus of law, regulation, and custom?

The fundamental sources, obviously, are the constitutions and
session laws of the state end of the colony or territory from which
it was created. Except for the ea “7y colenial period in some states,
these are usually complete and essily svailable. The periodic com—
pilations of scssion laws into official codes adopted: by the legisla-
ture, or unofficial codes preparcd by legel publishing houses are es-
pecizlly useful, beczuse of their convenience and their annotetions
and because new lew is sometimes iﬂCOfDO“”t“d in the official codes
or obsolete law repealed merely by the device of omission from them.
The decisions of the State Supreme Court ere also easily aveilable.
Attorney General's rulings are often incorporated in the printed re-
ports of the office, but even more often, especially for an earlier
périod, are to be found only in manuscript ‘in the files of the office
or 'of the agency to which the' opinion was addressed., The Stetutes at
Large and the United States Supreme Court Reports are alweys available,
2s generslly ere the pertinent statutes of England, France, and Spain
for those states which were once their colonies. In these sources
are the law itself and its official interpretations, which constitute
tho foundation for administrative history. It is in the use of this

elatively homogeneous body of ‘sources tha t large scale research
thbnloues have been most successful,

The myriad edministrative reguletions, orders, end instruc-
tions: by which the''deteiled structure of governmentzl egencies is es-
tablished; the precise-functions within the scope of legzl authoriza-
tion defined, &nd the specific procedures of offices set up are: less
easy to come by, and the actual customery prectices of the office
not established by cither law or written orders ere even more diffi-
cult to learn. Yet these ere little less importent to the archivist
then the constitutionzal end statutory fremework of government itself,
If within a stete department of revenue, for insternce, a seperete sales
tax unit is estanlished to administer & new levy, its creation is apt
to be provided for in an order of the head of the department rether
than in'eny statute. A state department of public welfare, under a
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very general statutory authority, may undertake an elatorate milk-
distribution scheme, the operation of which produces a wholly new set
of records, and do so by purely administrative action. The compiex
filing system of a state unemployment service may be almost incompre-—
hensible to the future archivist who may Dbe charged witn the adminis-
tration of its records if he does not have at hand a copy of the fil-
ing manual issued by the services. The significance of many record
series is not apparent to one not femiliar with the customery internal
procedure of the of fice in which it originated. As the structure and
activities of state agencies become more complex, the laws themselves
tend to give g less acecuate picture of their structure and work, -and
it becomes more and more necessary to rely on such non-legal sources
to supply the details of adminis trative history.

For such orders, reguletions, and practices, several sources
are availsble. Perhaps the most convenient are the annual or bien-
nial reports of the departments or offices concerned. In these, the
types of work done by the department are described (a matter of great
importance when bthe functions of an office are defined by statute only
in very general terms), often something of its nrocedures is irdicated,
and important changes in structure or orgaenization effected by 2dmin-
istrative action are generally summerized. Next, and perhaps most im-
portant of all, are the archives themselves of the department. Here:
one may expect to find the written record of such administrative ac-
tions as we have been describing: organization charts, procedural
bulletins or circulars, filing instructions, and the like, If the
agency is controlled by a board, such s the state bozrd of health or
the boagq of trustees of a state university, the mimites of that body
will be7indispensatle source for the internsl administrative history
of the agency. Not only from the content of the archives, but from
their very form and arrangement as well, much mey be learned, especial-
1y concerning the actual procedures of the office, A convenient and
obvious source of information concerning present or recent orgenizetion
and procedure is, of course, personel interviews with the department
heads and chicf clerks.

In addition to these primery sources, these expressions of leg-
islative and administretive will, which determine the form and function
of governmental agencies, maay descriptions of such agencies exist which
are useful to the student of administretive history. These include a
wide variety: colonial governor's reports such as William Tryon's
WA View of the Polity of the Province of North Carolina in the Year
1767%"; legisletive committee's reports; transcripts of budget hearings,
studics by the Brookings Institution end similer egencies, and mono-—
graphs on verious functions of state government, such' as taxation, in-
ternel improvements, and public schools. Unfortuna tely, much of the

2luc of this lest type of study is lost for the archivist becezuse of
its emohasis on the subject metter rather than the machinery of govern-

mentel operation.
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The total of the materials useful for the ctud" of
ministrative history so briefly sketched above
even touches npon all the importent sources —
have attempted to ettack this mass of meterial : 5 4
in the form of card indexcs or absiuracts. The legel meteri isifarst
approached in the attenmpt to note 2a) every constitutionsl provision,
statute, supreme court opirion, or cttozn'y~gf“~““l'u ruling W'ﬁca
creates or affects the mamner or a intmen quelifice uLOnS,
of a state officer or which estsblishes ;Vf‘~*. the struct
organization of =z state Qruﬁ“*mrht oria which defines or
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hanges the functions of the office, departme or inst*tution; which
prescribes the procedure to be ifollowed in the ecution of those func-
tions; or which requires the keeping of any or the subm1551on of
any report; and b) every law which a ctPt@ egency is required to en-
force. In searching these we make & page-by—pe examinetion, beginning
with the most receant constitution, and folloving in order with the
most recent code, the statutcs cnacted since that code, the earlier con-

stitutions, bLg¢un$ug with the most recent, the eerlier codes, begin-
ning with the most recent, the suoreme court decisions referred to in
the annotations of the eppropriate sections of the verious codes, and
the session laws enacted prior to the most recent code, beginning
again with the most recent. Stetutes of the mother country of a colony
attormey-general's rulings, end federszl statutes are not generally
searched page-by-page, but ere used only as annotztions mey lead the
workers to them or as there mey be cvidence in any given instance thet
they might contain materiel of velue. In some instences zn effort is
made to abstract the provisions of the various awss in others only the
subject of the provision end a citetion are included on the cerd which
is prepered; a few besic acts end constitutionsl provisions mey be
trenscribed in full, Which of these methods is used depends on the
size end compectence of the steff aveilable, the ease of sccess to the
original meterial (for instznce, volumes of statutes eveileble in the
project office, ere usuzslly only indexed; those less easily eveilesble
are abstracted), and on the neture of the meterizl, A separate cerd is
filled out for cach agency affected by each provision of the act being
abstracted. The cerds are filed by egency; then under deteiled topical
headings; and thersunder chronologically. This work is done for 211
state agencies a2t one time, and is cerried through by certified person-
nel of the highest competence available on the project.

e recognize that this procedurec is open .to certain object-
ions, ecspecially in thet the legal materials ere searched in reverse
chronological order This order is recommended to the projects, how-
ever, because of the fact thet the majority of state agencies are of
relatively recent origin; and legal research for each of these can be
soon completed if res;crch is begun vwith the mor=z recent legislztion.

Quite obviously, to carry through this program of legel re-
seerch in its entirety demands so large a staff 2s to be impractical
for almost all state archival agencies and for many Historicel Records
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Survey orojects. Two short cuts are available in such cases. One of
these c2lls for avendoning the npage-by-page examination of the legal
sources and relying upon indexes, ceptions, and code annotations to lead
the worker to the desired material, This does save a vast dealof time;
but due to the fact that indexes and other controls over legal ma-
terials are not adopted to the pnurposes of historical research, the re-
sults, while useful, leave something to be desired in the way of com-
pleteness. The other is to prosecute the research for one department
or agency 2t a time., This makes possible the very much more repid com-—
pletion of research for the particular agency, but creates a greav deal
of waste in going over and over the same materisl if such research is
ultimetely to be prosecuted for all or a great many agencies.

When this primary legal research is completed, the project
editors have aveileble at least a framevork of the administretive his-
tory of the state government. They know what stete agencies have been
created, the dates of their existence, and their functions and pro-
cedures so far as they were defined by law, As our earlier discussion
has indicated, however, the legal definition of the functions and pro-
cedures of state agencics is usually so general that research must be
carried much farther,

For this additional research, however, no effort is made to
prescribe a uniform procedure, and the research for each agency is
undertaken separately. In almost every case, however, the following
steps ere taken: 1) Bibliogrephies are scarched to discover sccondary
studies of the sgency or of the function which it executes; 2) the
periodic printed reports amd other publications of the agency ere
searched and pertinent references abstracted; 3) if the agency is a
department of institution governed by a boerd, the minutes of the
boerd are sesrched for ordinsnces or other acts, which are abstracted
as would be the session laws of the legisleture; 4) the field workers
in surveying the archives of the agency are instructed to note organi-
zational cherts, regulations of the egency, keys to files, and other
meterials of the sort., If these have been printed or mimeographed,
copies are secured, whenever possible, for the use of the editors, if
not pertinent information is sbstracted for their use; and 5) if the
agency is still in existence, or hes been only recently abolished, its
head and such other officiels s mey be of essistence are interviewed
in order to secure an explanztion of the internal organizetion, pro-
cedures, and records system es they are 2t present and heve existed in
the recent past.

Other soecial research undertekings mey be dicteted by the
nature end history of the egency. For instence a careful seerch may
heve to be made of the printed collection of colonial documents of &
state in order to secure such fragments of informetion es may be ob-
teined concerning as obscure office of the colonial period, or resort
may be necessery to such compiletions of English sources as the
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Calendar of State Papers., Or it may be nzcessary to turn to the 0ffic-
& Y

ial Records of the War of the Rebellion in order to learn the fate of a
Southern state institution located within occupied territory. More in-
volved research technique mzy be required at times; for instance, in

o Al 3 3
order to reconstruct the provisions of a North Carolina court act of
1738, of which only the title is extant, it was necessary among other
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things to make careful comparison of the handwriting in which the
minutes of two courts were recorded in an effort to determine whether
the clerk of one was ex—officio clerk of the other.

The informe tion assembled as a result of all this research is
used by the supervisors and editors in the direction and checking of
the actual inventory of the archives of each department, and from it
en essay to accompany the inventory is prepared, This essay is itself
designed to be as edecuate an administretive history of the agency as
the steff can prepare, covering as it does the development of the
office's structure, of its internel orgenization, of its functions, and
of the procedurcs by which it executes them, with special attention to
the records systems.

The data which will be assembled along the lines I have indi-
cated to enable the various WPA Historical Records Survey projects to
prepare accurate and intelligent inventories of state records, will be

also available to the state archivist in his tasks of arrenging,
classifying, cataloging, and providing reference service for the same
records., The possibilities of fruitful co-operation between the His-
torical Records Survey project in each state and the state archivist

are obvious. The professional guidance and technical advice of the
archivist's staff will be of great velue to the project's editorial
staff, especially in the more difficult osroblems of research in the
early history of territorial or colonial government; conv:rsely, the
man—power available to the projects mekes possible the undertaking of
research in the more recent legislation with a thoroughness and upon a
scele which would be impractical for most state archival esteblishments.
I should especially like to urge such co-operation in one matter: the
establishment and maintenance of 2 file of currently relessed regula-
tions, procedures, manuals, reports end similar material from easch

state agency, which will constitute sources for the study of adminis-
trative history. This meterial, when it has been used by the project,
should pass into the permenent files of the state archivel institution,
which should establish the regular collection of such meteriezl from
every egency as & metter of continuing policy. Wherever possible, an
effort should be mede to reduce to writing for inclusion in this file,
either in the form of interviews or of memoranda, significant orgeni-
zational or procedural changes which sre not mede the subject of regula—
tions, manuals, or similar departmentel releases. Vihile it is true that
the state archival agency may not for a great many yesrs be chorged with
the administretion of the records which will be created as 2 reosult of
such changes, when they do come into the custody of the agency, its

task will be enormously facilitated through its having undertzken the
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systemetic collection of sources for saministrotive history., z
sembling of such & collection currently offers no greet problem; but
to gother cphemeral meterials of this sort fifty years hence would be
extremely difficult if not eltogether impossible, 1In the recent vash
proliferation of stote government the troubles of your later yesrs and
of your successor and your successor's successor are being stored up;
it would be well to prepere now so fer as possible egainst them.

The field of edministrotive history of stzte governments is a
road end a rclatively new one. The studies being made by the Work

Projects Administrction through its Historicel Records Survey projects
will constitutec only a beginning of its exploretion. We hope, however,
thet vith the cffcetive co-operation of state erchival agencies, they
may be of moterial assistance to those egencies in the administration
of state archives end may constitute a brosd basis for the prosecution
of further studies.




two products: qadus (sagia pots) and ceramic pipe. Both were
highly standardized in design and were produced in enormous
quantities.

At a somewhat later date were produced Modified X-Group
redware [R2] and a highly polished plain redware [R5]. Both
these wares show the influence of imported Byzantine models,
and probably mark the very beginning of the Christian era in
Nubia. They were perhaps among the last products of the
original Debeira kilns.

Although highly standardized at any given point in
their history, the X-Group wares show perceptible
change in both form and decoration during the three
centuries or so of their manufacture (c. 350-650 A.D.).
Only the latter half of the developmental process is repre-
sented at Debeira; moveover, some of the larger X-Group
vessel forms do not seem to have been manufactured
there. The earlier X-Group wares must therefore have
been made somewhere else, possibly in the more imme-
diate vicinity of the great tombs of Ballana and Qustul,
where only the earlier variants of X-Group pottery are
found.1 Another possible X-Group manufacturing cen-
ter is Qasr Ibrim, where unfired specimens of X-Group
white ware (not found at the Debeira kilns) have been
found in recent excavations.!?

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN FACTORY AT SERRA

At about the time when the Debeira kilns were going out
of production, a new factory was established across the
river and a short distance downstream, at Serra West
(Site 24-N-3). Although not so well preserved as the De-
beira site, the surviving features were very much the
same except that the kilns at Serra were more widely
dispersed. The following is quoted from the preliminary
excavation account of the Serra kilns:'2

The site consists of four separate mounds spread out over a
distance of half a kilometer in the village of Serra West. Like the
Debeira site they are small remnants of an old land surface,
considerably higher than the present one, which have been
preserved from destruction by a dense accumulation of ash,
slag, and sherds which covers them. Three of the Serra mounds
were trenched during the 1960-61 season, resulting in the dis-
covery of six kilns.

Mound 1, at the south end of the site, contained three kilns of
which two were contemporaneous while a third, rather smaller
model had been built at a later date upon an accumulation of
refuse from the former two. Mound 2 was by far the largest of
the three excavated, measuring about 60 X 40 m. with a max-
imum height in excess of 6 m. Near its summit were found the
remains of two small kilns which seem quite insufficient to
account for the quantity of ash and ceramic refuse covering the
mound. Further trenching would probably have revealed addi-
tional structures, perhaps at a greater depth below the surface.
Mound 3, a small mound at the north, contained a single large
kiln.

The Serra kilns were clearly of the same cylindrical, double-
chamber plan and the same general size as those at Faras,
Debeira, and Gezira Dabarosa, although so much damaged that
in no case was any portion of the upper chamber preserved. The
characteristic buttresses which supported the arched canopy
over the furnace chamber were, however, present to help identi-

16 CERAMIC INDUSTRIES OF MEDIEVAL NUBIA

fy the original form. Like the Faras kilns, and unlike those at
Debeira and Gezira Dabarosa, several of the Serra kilns had a
sloping, tunnel-like structure, a meter or more in length, lead-
ing to the stoke-hole aperture. As at Faras these structures had
several times been reinforced and extended as the accumulation
of ash and debris around the kilns increased. Another feature
common also at Faras was a bin, apparently for drying newly
turned pots, built against the outside wall of one of the kilns so
as to take advantage of the heat radiated during firing. Very little
of the outside occupation surface associated with the Serra kilns
was exposed, but in at least one case there was a low partition,
reminiscent of those found at Debeira, dividing the working
space between two neighboring kilns.

The refuse deposits at Mounds 1 and 2 exceeded 1m. in depth
and consisted of a number of distinct layers of ash and sherds.
However, there was no significant difference between the mate-
rial from the bottom and from the top of the deposit. On the
other hand the Serra site exhibited a degree of “horizontal
stratigraphy” in that Mound 3 appeared to be slightly later in
date than the other two. This was established by a comparison
of the pottery collections from the three mounds with the se-
quences obtained at Faras during the previous campaign.

A considerable variety of pottery was produced at all the
Serra kilns. The finer wares belong predominantly to the Early
Christian complex of simply decorated red and white wares
which were found also in the lowest levels at the Faras site. All
of them were also found in the upper levels of the Debeira and
Gezira Dabarosa sites. Also relatively common at Serra was a
distinctive very hard, undecorated white ware [W9] which has
not been found in the same quantity at other sites.

Notwithstanding the variety of decorated types, the most
abundant product of all the Serra kilns was utility ware. Sagia
pots were made by the thousands at Mounds 1 and 2, and large
storage jars and pots are only slightly less common. All of these
vessels belong to a hard, coarse red ware [U5], usually unslip-
ped and not infrequently decorated with bold linear designs
done in thin white paint.

All evidence suggests that Early Christian pottery, un-
like later X-Group pottery, was made concurrently at
several different places. Not only is there probably some
overlap in time between the Debeira, Serra, and Faras
operations (see below), but the diversity of the wares
themselves suggests multiple centers of origin. In par-
ticular there are three wares, R10, W1, and W9, that
exhibit a much glossier finish and a finer paste than do
the other Early Christian wares. It is noteworthy too that
these three wares are not found in quantity after about
750 A.D., whereas the Early Christian Wares R5 and W2
persist until more than a century later. It seems probable,
therefore, that the glossy wares were the products of a
single factory which for some reason ceased production
sooner than did other Early Christian kilns. The glossy
wares were evidently not made at any of the centers that
have been found and excavated; they may have come
from somewhere farther to the north. All of these wares
appear to be more abundant at Qasr Ibrim than at any of
the known sites in Sudanese Nubia.

THE FARAS POTTERIES

The most spectacular and certainly the best preserved of
Nubian factories was the Faras Potteries (Site 24-E-21),

first di
Exped
Antiqu
discus:
manuf
use, p

Alth
appear
centur
thus s
earlier
During
found
astery
ment. .
as coul
tal phe

FirsT [
sort of
the eas
the allt
ed by 1
oritsr
west 0

SECON
dates f
laid ou
more ¢
an acct
m. hig
cleared
substa
rooms
Fig. 5)
Griffitl
excavat
that the
and nc
The
be conj
block «
other §
orienta
notewc
rior do
comple
nary h
over, s
large.
5) mea
and G
equal
(Room
which
preser
stairwa
Roor
easterr




first discovered and partially excavated by the Oxford
Expedition in 1911-12,3 and re-excavated by the Sudan
Antiquities Service in 1960.14 Unlike the sites thus far
discussed, the Potteries was not originally designed as a
manufacturing center but converted from some earlier
use, perhaps as a monastery.

Although the dating is far from precise, 5 the Faras site
appears to have been occupied from the early eighth
century to some time in the tenth century; its history
thus spans most of the Early Christian period and the
earlier part of the Classic Christian period (see Fig. 3).
During that time the place underwent a series of pro-
found transformations, from a secular building to a mon-
astery (?) and finally to a wholly industrial establish-
ment. Although the occupation of the complex was, so far
as could be determined, uninterrupted, six developmen-
tal phases were recognizable stratigraphically.1¢

FIrsT PHASE. The earliest structure was apparently some
sort of unroofed mud-brick compound lying slightly to
the east of all the later buildings. It was built directly on
the alluvial floodplain of the Nile. Not enough was clear-
ed by us to reveal the extent or features of this structure,
or its relationship to the buildings that soon arose to the
west of it.

SECOND PHASE. The main nucleus of buildings clearly
dates from the second phase of occupation. As originally
laid out, this was an apparently rectangular block of 20 or
more contiguous rooms. Their foundations rested upon
an accumulation of windblown sand at a level of about 1
m. higher than the foundations of the Phase 1 walls. We
cleared only seven of these rooms, all of which had been
substantially modified in later periods; the remaining
rooms are known to us from Griffith’s plan of 1911-12 (see
Fig. 5).17 However, since it is clear that in many cases
Griffith exposed only the top of the walls and did not
excavate the room interiors, we cannot always be sure
that the rooms he shows were part of the original complex
and not later additions.

The intended function of the Phase 2 building can only
be conjectured. Griffith’s plan suggests that the northerly
block of eight rooms was built as a single unit, and an-
other group of eight rooms, having a slightly different
orientation, was then added along its southern side. It is
noteworthy that neither group of rooms shows any exte-
rior doorway along the north, south, or west walls. The
complex as a whole is certainly far larger than any ordi-
nary house of the Early or Classic Christian period; more-
over, several of the individual rooms are extraordinarily
large. The central room that we excavated (Room 10, Fig.
5) measured almost 10 meters long by 3.5 meters wide,
and Griffith’s plan shows at least three other rooms of
equal size. One room near the center of the complex
(Room 6, Fig. 5) had originally supported a dome, of
which the lower extremities of the pendentives were still
preserved; an adjoining space (Rooms 11-12) carried a
stairway leading to a second storey or to the roof.

Room 10, the largest of those we excavated, had at its
eastern end a large arched niche; at the time of Griffith's

excavation, various traces of painted decoration could still
be seen here and elsewhere (by 1960 few of these traces
were still visible). A portion of Griffith’s description fol-
lows:18

Room 6 [our Room 10] may have been a chapel or oratory.
There is no trace of an altar in it, but the east end is raised a step
higher than the rest.1 In the middle of the east wall was an
arched niche 1.25 m. above the floor, 90 cm. high, 80 wide and
40 deep; the back of the niche was white and painted with
somewhat rude designs of crosses etc. in brown within a border
of triangles. Above the niche at 1.55 m. from the south wall was
a window 40 cm. wide. The roof was low; the vaulting began
about 1.70 m. from the floor,20 and cannot have reached above
2.50 m.; on the south side at 1.30 m. from the west end was a slit
window or ventilator 20 cm. wide, with sloped sill at 2.30 m.
above the floor. The spring of the vaulting formed a projecting
cornice along the sides of the chamber, and upon it was painted
a white band, which was also carried across the end walls at the
same level, except where it was interrupted by the niche and the
door in the west wall. On this band was a painted inscription,
and from it at intervals rose crosses in white paint upon the
vault and walls. One of these crosses is placed symmetrically on
either side of the niche; and on the opposite (west) wall at the
south side of the doorway a larger cross, white edged with red,
had its horizontal bar coinciding with the fillet; in the centre at
the crossing is D for Christ (?) with the four letters &0 for
God and TH for the Apostles (?) in the angles, and “I, Al. . .”
is written in Coptic on the upright below, giving probably the
painter’s signature. To the left of this cross on the fillet is a coil
pattern, to fill the space not occupied by the long inscription. Of
this inscription only fragments are to be seen. It probably began
on the east wall to the right of the niche, and may have con-
tinued to the end of the south wall or to the door on the west
wall; it appears to have consisted of the palindrome sator arepo
tenet opera rotas (in a very corrupt form, and with the substitu-
tion of areto and otera usual in Greek and Coptic instances), and
a Coptic record of another decorator beginning with “I,
Yopshenka . . .” or some such name. It seemed that there had
been a corresponding inscription on the long north wall, but no
letters could be distinguished. The palindrome is the same that
we meet with as a protective formula in the Anchorite’s Grotto,
where the original inscriptions are also in Coptic, not in
Greek.21 Possibly the building was really a monastery.

It must be acknowledged that there is nothing very
positive to identify the buildings at Faras as a monastery;
however, it is not easy to conceive of any other function
fora densely clustered, integrated complex of rooms with
very restricted access from the outside. One may note,
too, a vague general resemblance between the layout of
the Phase 2 building and that of the middle group of
rooms at the nearby monastery of el-Wizz,?> which I
believe to be the direct successor of the institution under
discussion here.?3 Finally, we can observe that the mak-
ing of pottery was an attested activity of the Coptic mon-
asteries at Aswan (St. Simeon)?* and Thebes (St.
Epiphanius)® in the early Middle Ages.

THIRD PHASE. The complex of Phase 2 was extended
considerably to the eastward by the building of an un-
known number of additional rooms, four of which were
excavated by us (Rooms 7, 13, 15, and 22, Fig. 5). These
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