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UK has made moderate progress to improve
diversity on campus, but the university still faces
many challenges in achieving increased diversity
among the entire UK community, according to a
recent state report

The Committee on Equal Opportunities of
Kentucky's Counc Postsecondary Education
presented the 23-page report at a meeting yester
day morning based on an October visit to UK

The report outlined UK's efforts to attract and
retain minority students while also creati
mosphere of respect and community amoy

Bars, study
agree: business
good despite
smoke ban

By Katie Saltz

Like many local business operators, Terry Fish
er, a manager at Lynagh’s Irish Pub and Grill, was
nervous that Lexington’s smoking ban would hurt
his business

Most businesses, however, didn’t see the results
they expected.

“Business i
be. Actually, i

as bad as everyone expected it to
gone fairly well,” said Terry Fisher
Bars around here have had

ux, director of the school of
s Gatton College of Business
uthored the study that evaluat

Lexington bars restau

and Economics, ¢
ed employment r
rants before and after the smoking ban. The study
found no significant char
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ployment would dec
employment would  increz Mullineaux  said
mpact in bars, restau-
since the smokir
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‘Our study found no
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Some bars, like Twc I n, have found
ways to accommodate smokers and the ordinance.
said Two Keys yee Ryan McGuffin.

Busin ied n a t, but got better
when we d the bar atio,” McGuffin

a modated the smokers and helped

» improved the atmos
i Matthew Salyer, a
manager at Tolly-Ho
The smoking ban made the sphere much
nicer and much cleaner,” Salyer said. “We're more
family- and student-friendly now
Salyer also sa the smoking ban causes
faster table tum-over because custor
1s long smoking
Nick Sprouse, general manager for The Dame
said that if given the choice, The Dame would still
allow smoking i
“Re pts should remain smoke
bars should have erent ordinance
said. “We were initially against it, but everybody’s
just gotten used to it.
Sprouse said that sales at The Dame are up, and
enforcing the ordinance has not been a problen:
Many artists actually ind no smoking
Sprouse said. “We're pretty

ers don’t stay

their contracts
bivalent about it
Mark Pyles, an assistant professor at the Coll
of Charleston, was the lead author in the study and
said the study probably won't change any opinions
about the smoking ordinance
This won't convince people, but it is a reaffir
mation to those who agree with the ban,” Pyles said.
People are scared of the costs of the ban. This

might help alleviate those concerns

News stories
influence UK
poet’s work

By Jill Laster

aster@kykemel

A poet’s inspiration can come from many dif
ferent places

Nikky Finney, UK English professor and act
ing director of the African-American Studies and
Research Program, spoke last night about how
journalism has influenced her work as a poet

Finney is the author of three books of poetry
and a book of short stories. At last night’s presen
tation, sponsored by the National Black Journalists
Association, Finney read poetry based on news
stories that touched her as a writer

In each book, there is an event, something

Poetry ed

First issue free. Subsequent issues 25 cents.

ministrators, faculty, staff and students.

“The study underscores the importance we
place on diversity and the progress that we've
made,” said UK spokesman Jay Blanton. “It also
shows that we have some improvements to make.”

The committee’s report stated that there was a
general feeling that the level of performance by
UK is on an upward trajectory” in diversity efforts,
but strengthening certain areas will yield greater
diversity on campus.

Highlights of UK’s performance include

® New initiatives and programs implemented
to attract minority students to UK that have “had
the effect of increasing the level of excitement and
support across the campus.”

" CELEBRATING 36 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE

iversity is better, still needs work

® An increase in student morale “as the uni
versity announced a resurgence of enrollment of
African-American students in fall 2006

® The development of retention initiatives in
cluding changes in admission standards and the
promotion of financial access for students

® A complimentary evaluation from local
leaders for UK’s efforts to become more engaged
with the black community while embrac
painful past as a tool to move forward

Some recommendations the committee made
include:

® Increase the pace to diversify its executives,
faculty and staff, including more African-Ameri
cans in President Todd's cabinet

® Develop innovative strateg
black r esentation at the highes
develc
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SG to decide new committee structures
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The Senate is now looking at two differ
ent plans to implement new committees
one that will introduce seven new committees
that would consist of only Senate members
and a counter plan pushing for fewer com
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Odoi is introducing his act that would
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diversity engagement, said the
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GREAT LOCATION - WALK TO Fully furnished units
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Full-size washer and dryer in
Swimming pool each unit

Fitness center Full kitchens

Individual leases High-speed internet and cable
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On-site management
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Continued from page 1

The half-acre park will be in the same neigh
borhood that Kentucky Derby-winning jockey
Isaac Murphey once lived — the area bordering
Midland Place and Nelson Avenue.

“It’s recognition that the horse industry is
bastd on a larger foundation,” he said. “We are
paying homage to our ancestors and looking to
ward the future.”

Embry, a 1974 UK graduate, said he has been
a Lexington activist since he was 10 when he
joined his mother during civil rights demonstra
tions. As a member of the NorthEast Lexington
Initiative, a community enhancement group, he
has been working on developing the park for
years

Another part of Embry’s wish to involve Lex
ington youth in community projects is the Youth
Green Corps

Embry created the group, along with members
of the NorthEast Lexington Initiative, as a way for
young people to become involved in the park pro-
ject and build a sustainability-oriented community
through other projects

The NorthEast Lexington Initiative has been
involved in youth projects for years, and Embry
sees Youth Green Corps as a way for young peo
ple “to adopt and get inspired by their communi
ty

A project like the park needs a wide range of

people working on it to reflect the diversity in the

world, Embry said
That is how the earth is,” he said. “It’s very
diverse and it’s very inclusive. It's very beautiful

POETRY

“With diversity we have the opportunity for
our work to become even more grand, more sus
tainable,” he said

The community is responding, with meetings
drawing interest from elementary school students
to UK professors.

“We must have a table that is reflective of the
community,” Embry said. “We are trying to affect
even greater democracy.”

Still, Embry said the inclusiveness of the
group was “weak” compared to what it could be

At Saturday’s Youth Green Corps meeting
Embry shared an early rendering of the park

Leadership Lexington, another community en
hancement group for young professionals, de
signed the rendering, which includes racetrack
and horseshoe-shaped walkways where a stage
and gazebo could sit. Hills around the park are de

gned to protect children from traffic

Youth Green Corps built on these ideas Satur
day, suggesting the additions of a playground with
a water feature, a statue in the middle of a mock-
race track, using boulders as natural boundaries
and adding an ice rink in the winter.

UK Greenthumb member Andy Stith said he
wanted UK to become more involved in the pro
ject. He also liked many of the ideas community
members had for the park

1 like the idea of something that is vibrant
and accessible to kids,” he said

Work on the park will begin in the spring
Embry said youth involvement in groups like
Youth Green Corps should grow by that time
Right now, though, it’s just too cold to work out
side, he said

“We're not a sustainable community if we're
not involving young people in these activities,”
Embry said
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Q & A with Shane Tedder

OORDI

By Meghan Cain

mcain@kykenel.com

This year, the Kernel has been spotlighting
various campus leaders. This week we are featur
ing Shane Tedder, coordinator of Residence Life
Recycling

0 What is Residence Life Recycling?
.

A In 1990 Student Government and RSA got to-
.gether to start a recycling program in the resi
dent halls. RSA officially funded it, and it became
part of the room and board fees in 1992. From ‘92
until spring of 2006, the program was student fund
ed and ran, but in spring of 2006 they hired a

time person to focus on education about recycling
and sustainability and to coordinate the office of
resident life. Resident life is comprehensive with
residence halls, three dining halls—Blazer, Com
mons and K-Lair, nine greek houses, the Greg Page
Apartments, Shawnee Town, Cooper a

wealth Village.

u How is this process run?

R OF RESIDENCE LIFE RECYCLIN

In terms of recycling, we have definitely seen an
increase in the years. This is an average annual
growth of 38.6 percent

0 Why is recycling important?
.

Because there is no such place as away. You
+don't throw things away; it goes to a landfill in
central Kentucky. Recycling, as opposed to throwing
something away, not only conserves natural resources.
but it increases energy and stimulates the economy by
reating jobs. It creates a cheaper source of material
for the industrial sector

Q How does recycling do this?
.

A s an example. Getting aluminum from baux:
«ite aluminum for a Toyota car causes you to invest
a lot of front end, but through recycled materials by
melti uminum, you can save a lot of
money end of the process. It takes about 95
percent less energy to produce aluminum product from
a recycled material than
ergy conservation.

inum-ore. It is a huge en

A The process is simple. Say you buy a water bottle

nd you put it in your personal recycling bin in
your room. Then you dump that into the bigger recy
cling bin in the dorm. It is then emptied into a trailer
and hauled to the Bluegrass Recycling Center where it
is weighed and sorted. The city then bails the material
and ships it to different markets around the Southeast
The recycling center pays us different prices for each
commodity.

Q Why is energy savings important?
.

It is a small daily decision or behavior that every
at has a positive, social, enviror
mental and economic impact. It is empowering and

feels good

u What do you do with that money?
.

ORI F UK’ resident facilities tried to a

Bluegrass . ns by making it simple and convenient

Why do you believe people don't recycle
smore?

think there are three reasons people
inconvenient, confusing, and they just t cal Q What is the program doing to decrease this
t «factor of not caring?

Who can get involved in Residence Life believe this approach has worked due to the increased chl f we don't start recycling more, what will

«Recycling? student participation in the last six years.

A Anyone. Wi ab
«ees. The best way to fi f we are hiring is tc

visit our website at www.uky.edu/studentaffairs/recy
ing. We do 2 volunteers to help with the ed
ucational stuff

Really the missic

dents waste less

Q Do you think this program is working?

il How do you feel about this?
4 student employ b

the education

So what is the grossest thing you ha
sencountered while emptying out the
recycling bins?

A

out mountain top

Shane Tedder
recycles material
from the South

Get on the fast track to a college education

Bluegrass -»4~

‘Community & Technical College

Apply today! Spring II (eight week) classe
¢ One of the lowest tuition rates in the state ¢
Call 859.246.6200 ext. 56789 or visit www.bluc

grass

Os s’.’;" 8 &

O

All Utilities Included
&+ High speed internet included
Cable TV with HBO included

«* Basketball and Tennis Courts

% Sand Volleyball

+* Newly expanded Fitness Center
Fully Furnished ' Private Patios and Balconies
Washer/Dryer in each unit «* NO TOWING Policy

* Resort Style Pool and Hot Tub ‘4* FREE Parking for Residents

Y Gieat Saring AB
: R’ 15 € - 0o mIYs 39 9¥00lp e qmolperperson
845 Red Mile Rd.» Lex.,KY 40504 9 Badeam = 340000 permolpegpersoniry

859.258.2039
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-7pm « Sat. 10am-4pm  Sun. 12pm-4pm www.collegeparkweb.com
[} 09 o800 o800 o0 [ [




For the 4th game in
a row, Cats rally in

second half — this
time pulling out win

By Jonathan Smith

sm ykerne!

Jodie Meeks never stops moving
The UK freshman guard was always
active on offense, whether in the paint, or
around the perimeter. On defense, he was
in his opponent’s face and always willing
to take a cha
Meeks tis
18 points 3 in the second half — to
help UK overcome a 16-point first-half
deficit to beat LSU 70-63 in front of
23,828 fans at Rupp Arena. It was the the
Cats’ 400th win at Rupp Arena
Meeks, who, during one
scored 12 of UK’s 14 points, help:
the win all night. Twice h
cuts to the basket for layup
himself up for three open 3-poi
UK head coach
Tubby Smith said.”I think the players be

career high as he scored

He’s very athletic

lieve in him and trust him
The Cats (19-8, 8-5 Southeastern Con

until R

turning point

went back and forth for
minutes before the

0-0 run in the

ut Glen Davis

place tie in the SEC
chance to make up
Sunday against

at UK

s a must this time of the
ith said. “If you expect to be
any type of momentum toward
Tournament, you don’t want to

a bunch of game

News...... Not Chicken
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Delta Delta Delta

presents:

Kristen's Story:

7:30 pm
Memorial Hall
February 26™, 2007

Inform &
educate yourself
about the
consequences
of rape

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUC RESEARCH

Volunteers Needed for
Research Study on
[reatment of Asthma

You may qualify for this study if:

* you are between 18 and 55 years of age;

* you have at least moderate persistent allergic asthma
for at least one year;

+ you have been on a stable asthma treatment for at least
four weeks prior to study entry; and

+ you have been a non-smoker for at least one year prior

to study start

Eye Max, Inc.

* Optometrists

aame

Located inside
Wal-Mart on
Rd.- M
971-0589
)0 W N (

225-4657

MA"E’HOAL SOCIETY OF BLACK ENGINEERS

PRES

LOCATION:INGELS

HALL
DATE:WED 02/21/07
TIME: 8:30PM

ENTS

\/

s (200 PAST 70 PRESET)

UK CHAPTER

ACTIVITIES: MUSIC, FOOD, SCIENCE, FASHION, HISTORY, EXHIBITS, ETC.
COME ENJOY A NIGHT OF BLACK HISTORY!!!!




Football to play record 8 home games

By Chris Miles
cmileskykernel.com
The

upcoming  football

“We worked with the MAC
Commissioner on this change
Mullens said.
us saying they needed to move

“They contacted

hand, is looking forward 1o the
new match up, said Kent State
Athletic  Director  Laing
Kennedy

Eastern Kentucky S

2007 | PaGe 7

schedule got a makeover as or change the (Temple) game

UK announced yesterday that Instead of playing their
the Cats will now play a second game of the season on
school-record eight ~ home the road, the Cats will now
games and will shift the dates host Kent State, another MAC
of other games to accommo- team on Sept. 8. The change

UK
ght, including three in a
row to open the season

“Following this last great
season, the opportunity to play
at home is significant and will
help us,” Mullens said.

Temple Assistant Athletic
Director Larry Dougherty de
clined to comment the
schedule change because Tem

brin home

date an ESPN-televised game game total
With the changes, UK will
play its second game of the
season hosting - Kent State
rather than the previously
scheduled game at Temple
Executive Associate Athlet
ic Director Rob Mullens said
the change was prompted by
Temple's switch to the Mid
American Conference. Its new

on

conference schedule conflicted ple has not yet released its
with the already-scheduled UK 2007 schedule
game, Mullens said. Kent State, on the other

Loss over weekend ends
Cats 22-win season

Travis Waldron

twaldron@kykernel.com

The UK Hockey team came up one
victory short of its first trip to the national
tournament in 13 years.

The team lost its final game of the sea
son 5-2 to Florida Gulf Coast University
on Saturday at the American Collegiate
Hockey Association Division Il Southeast
Regional tournament in Youngstown, Ohio.

Penalties doomed the Cool Cats, with
four of the five goals a
on power plays

“We committed a lot of penalties.

ainst them coming

" as

Hockey falls just short of national tourney

We have a lot of respect Kent Stat Sept. 8
for Kentucky,” Kennedy said Lousiville Sept. 15
Bottom line is, I'm prety  Arkansas Sept. 22
pleased with the scheduling Florida Atlantic Sept. 29
K also announced other  South Carolina Oct. 4
changes in the 2007 schedule Louisiana State Oct. 13
including switching the game Florida Oct. 20
at Arkansas on Sept. 29 with  Mississippi State  Oct 27
the Florida Atlantic home  Vanderbilt Nov. 10
me on Sept. 22 Georgia Nov. 17
The change follows UK's  Tenness Nov. 24

agreement with ESPN to tele HOME GAMES IN 80L0
vise the South Carolina game
Thursday, Oct. 24. If the
schedule had not been
changed, the Cats would have
had to play back-to-back SEC

will be against Louisiana State
University, Florida, Mississippi
State and Tennessee. UK will

also face at home

road games with only four it against
days rest two in-state rivals — Eastern
UK's SEC home games Kentucky and Lousiville

sistant captain Pat McAdams said. “They
capitalized on opportunities. It was a tough
way to finish the season, losing to a good 1
team that we should have beat
The ACHA has four regions making up
Division I1, and each division sends its top
two teams to the national tournament auto- ot 4o
The teams that are ranked third 10 cored i
through 10th go to the e
elimination tournament where the top two
teams advance to the national tournament
The sixth-ranked Cool Cats defeated
seventh-ranked William Patterson Univer

ity 6-5 in double ov

or

matically the

nal sing

he Cool Cats are h
all but one playe
the national tour

junior forward Trev

By Matthew George

george@kykernel.co

The UK women's basketball team will
ave one last chance to make the post
season NCAA tournament as they head to
Gainesville to face off a ak
Florida team in their s on
Sunday

A ‘win against Florida (7-20, 1-11
Southeastern Conference) would place the
Cats at 7-7 in the SEC

UK (17-11, 6-7 SEC)
that a .500 conference record and a strong
showing the upcoming SEC tournament
will be enough to put them in good posi
tion for the NCAA tournament

ainst a we
ason finale

is optimistic

I feel like we still have a shot,” se
nior guard Jenny Pfeiffer said
Pfeiffer said that UK’s senior-day win

against Arkansas on Sunday definitely

boosted the team’s morale heading into
the post season

“We need to go down to Florida next
week and prove something there, and

then, hopefully, luck is on our side

After struggling through the month of
February, where the Cats notched a 3-3
record and lost two games at home, UK

will benefit from a week of rest before
g the Gator
e are

days off, which they (the team) need bad

going to enjoy a couple of

win against the Razorbacks for a team that

the celebration.

Need Cheap Flights?

1-800-592-CUTS (2887)
www.travelcuts.com/usa

I{TRAVEL

See the world your way

Despite the loss t

Hoops post-season hopes lay with win at Florida

ANDREW HUGGINS | STAFF

ertime in F
e forward Tor
ond overtime
» Florida Gulf Coast
»ping that by returning
y can make a run at
nent next season, said s ar
r Reibling McA¢

ly, and get ready for Florida,” head coach has made big strides over the last few sea
Mickie DeMoss said. “If we could build ~sons. UK honored seniors Pfeiffer, Nastassia feif
some momentum going into the SEC Alcius and Jennifer Humphrey re
Tournament, I think that would be very Before tip off, both Alcius and Pfeiffer said the struggles she has
helpful wphrey were wiping tears from their gone through at UK caused her to break
Sophomore guard Carly Ormerod said  cheeks. down. She was a starter as a freshman be
the team could really use a bye week be I anticipated that (Humphrey) would ~fore a bro L
cause of the up-and-down season that get a little teary-eyed because i rest P
they've already had very emotional person,” DeMo 1 started i out
I think it will be good physically for didn't think that (Alcius) wc mononucleosi I ¢
all of us and also mentally to get some It kind of cau ff guard much of | 1 seas
rest,” Ormerod said. “We need all the Even coa ouldn’t contain Pfeiffer battled back th ie
wins we can get from here on out. Every all of her emotic she said the three 1 illnes; h her n UK's
day we come out we know its going to be  senior ased her after th 1 he d boc ff hool
battle but we have to give it our all be- shedding a few before ¢ df v pe age in !
cause we are not in the best of positions They saw that | was crying and 1 son and career, and she ranks third al
right now said, ‘You mean you don't think the old, time on UK's career list for 3-pointer
hard lady can cry every once in a m.«l and w‘:«‘n‘\hu“
: : . while?"™ DeMoss said. “I told them I was just thought it all of stuff
Senior Day emotions run high actually crying with joy that you three are that has happened in the past and finally
It was an emotional 87-60 senior-day £0ing 1o be out of here saw that I'm here and | made Pfeiffer
Pfeiffer had the only dry eyes during  said. “Then it finally hit me

at least that is how it

Call 257-3137 for more
. information

Reason #
| get paid to have fun!!
The legends will be holding try-outs for their “Promotions Team™ that appears at
every Legends home game. Come and be a part of the game day fun!
Try-out sessions will be held at Applebee’s Park. Please attend either
Tuesday, February 27 or Wednesday, February 28 both from 4pm - 6pm.

Questions call at 859-252-4487

iffany Ki

Ash Wednesday
Services at Catholic Newman
Center

Wed. Feb. 21
12:10PM & 5:30 PMMass and
distribution of ashe
7:30PM & 9:00 PM Liturgy of the Word and
distribution

f ashes

320 Rose Lane ® www.uknewmancenter.org ® 859-255-8566
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Mining practices |
that harm streams
must end now

Streams flowing from the tops
of eastern Kentucky's mountains
have helped shape the region’s land-
scape for thousands of years — and
left plenty of convenient valleys to
dump the excess in when the tops of
those mountains are stripped off

When a mountaintop is removed
to get to the coal seems under
ground, there’s inevitably plenty of
spoil — a mixture of rock, shell and
dirt — that’s of no value to the min-
ing company. So into nearby
streambeds and

KERNEL EDITORIAL

ing site, or to other previously
according to a summa-
seneral Assembly Web
site. As an added precaution, the bill
also specifically prohibits any spoil
from being dumped in the “waters
of the Commonwealth.”
The coal mining companies dis.
ee with the bill, claiming it over-
reacts to the environmental impact
of strip mining
“The envi
ronmentalists
say we bury the
said

Mountaintop removal does
serious environmental ek
damage, with minimal gains mnk Aulurkm
. he Kentuc

for Kentuckians. Legislators  Ceal associs
should pass HB 385, which tion in a Feb
14 Kemel arti

would help decrease the  cle

harm this practice causes

y es
quickly reshap-

g geographi
cal features that
have been
forming since
long before the
state was popu.
lated.

The Ken
tucky General
Assembly has
an opportunity
to slow this deformation of the
state’s landscape with House Bill
385, the Streamsaver Bill, which
would make it illegal for mining
companies to dump waste into
streams. Currently, the House Natur

al Resource and Environment com:
1B 385 This is, at best, an oversimplifi

85, ac
cation of the truth. Creatin,
cam somewhere n

‘What we

dry ditches
with rock and recreating the
stream.”

“If this bill is literally interpret
ed, it would shut down every form
hat would really hurt
Caylord

of mining
the Kentucky economy,
said

mittee is considerir
cording to the General Assembly’s

“It’s Con-Agralicious.”

Web site
Kentucky’s representatives
should not let the Streamsaver Bill

uish; it should be enacted
quickly to protect the state’s natural
uty and the communitie
ed by strip mining
The nation’s re

ubstitute
rock into

creek bec

for not d

site of is no
the stre:
And while t

to dump refuse
hardly be a death

Erik Reece, a UK lectur
athor of a book or
ld the Kernel in an e-mail |

k why we should all be con

strip 1

e impact

Tony FISHER, Kernel cartoonist

We must raise awareness
to fight violence against women

vices. The Student Mental Health Clinic
could discuss treatment options with
victims who suffer from mental trauma
after an attack

The UK Police Department could
provide general safety tips to students.
such as walking with friends, carrying a
cell phone and staying on well-traveled
paths across campus at night. Adminis-
trators could highlight their short- and
long-term goals for safety improve-
ments

In short, the possibilities are endless
kinds of nu Secondly, there is currently no wide-  Most of all, however, students simply
the ly publicized campuswide event h need to be informed of the variety of
services that UK provides to help deal
with this problem. It would be nice if
every student frequented UK’s website
with an intent other than double-check-
ing the dates for Spring Break, but the
sad truth of the matter is that UK needs
to make information relevant to the is:

tempt by requiring incoming freshmen
to view a presentation regarding vio-
lence against women, but even this
“mandatory” event is often skipped by
students who realize that they are not
truly held accountable for attending it
Why not have the students sign in to
this event with their name and student
number? This will, obviously, require
some time and effort on the part of the
harassment, or administration, but ensuring that every
lking student has an opportunity to view this
With these

It’s probably one of the most dis
turbing statistics about the University
Kentucky, and I'm sure that most people
have heard it somehow or another by

now: by the time
they graduate, one
in three women on
campus will be the
victim ¢
form ot ault

presentation is essential

lighting the issue of violence

women. How difficult would it be for
the UK Police Department and the UK
administration to jointly host a “Campus
Safety Day” that could pass out alarm

whistles and brochures

en’s safet
htfully tak

a very promi

several campus organizations. Stude

Government, for example, sponsors nake the issue pus safety one of

live downstrear
this kind of Reece said
We all bathe in and drink water
of the mour
r is contaminated, we all

ning
flowing ou ins, and
that wa
have probl
us, as Ke

safety walks and meets with administra
tors to discuss possibilities for improve
ment. Thanks to additional fi

sources, Women’s Place has been able
10 expand si st cou

I 1
cial re

icantly over

of years

still, for all the talk and plar
surrounding what may be the most im:

portant issue this campus currently

ficantly more that can

0 help solve this
the general public needs
10 be made more aware of the issue. The

administration 1

paramount importance? Even students
who would not attend this event would
likely pass through any large a

in a central location on ca

the plaza in front of Patterson Office
Tower)

This event would also give SG an
opportunity to showcase its participation
in the solving of this problem. More stu
dents, for instance, could join in on their

safety walks.” Women's Place could
also highlight the services they provide
whether it is their Students Educating
and Empowering to Develop Safety
(SEEDS) program or consultation ser

sue of women'’s safety accessible to
every student

Whether it is through a “Safety
Day” or some other means is entirely ir
relevant, but it is intensely vital that Stu-
dent Government and the administration
do more to get information out to the
entire student body on campus. To quote
my favorite politician, Jonathan Miller,

The time is now, the place is here, and

the moment is ours” to solve this prob-
lem. Seize the moment, UK

Chad Reese is a philosophy and po
litical science junior. E-mail opinions@
kykernel com

[LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Abortion restriction would
save childrens’ lives
| T e jay's Ke

s a life
Rephra

y produc

like g

child that s
n the best inter
Bonistall s
She claims tha s sup e bill should
direct their attention matters
and stop patr g womer
First, I find i
not treat the issue of
ter. Second, wome
responsible behavior

Gov
yre pressing

insultin hat Bonistall does
abortion as a pressing mat
warrant patronization for ir-  are

t have sex if you're

not willing to or cannot deal with any conse
quence that could resu rd, the woman may
not actually know what is in the best interest
the child or herself. Abortion affects millions of
babies and mothers, and it’s true that nobody
thinks of it as a walk in the park. However, peo

’ Weekly Poll Question

Do you support the Streamsaver Bill (House Bill 385), which
would bar coal companies from dumping mining waste in Ken
tucky streams?

5

Vote online at www.kykernel.com

fishly seeks abortion so she

ment 1 rying 0 s tat e woen — Politicians shouldn't use
: ».  Facebook as a soapbox

In response to the Kernel editorial
book should be more than birthday wishes for

those political signs in front
fall? Just a way to get your name out there for
people to know you are running. It's the peo
ple’s job to do the research. Sure, it'd be nice if
signs could tell you everything, but there are
space and time limitations

I think it's cool that Fletcher uses it to wish
people happy birthday, like a normal

it selfishly
fishly seeks sex tific as a m
it of how it will
She selfishly thinks of how

perhaps not according to h

Facebook .com ~ k, I ev

chalk one uf

rer life sally him doir

his account

s views down your throat

at she thinks she deserves would want on

mbition, she term bout abortion, or al
SB 179

it’s trying to

that: She murders a ba

) patronize women Christian
and responsibility they  Web sites

on them number

his e-maj
so focused all from

Morgan Fischer The guy’s a busy man
his stances
municating to him throug
patience

I ca
B you ¢
complaining about having to lez

¢ to ask: What's the deal? Yo
. Loyl ity talk about something political

that alumni who are now

statewide political figures always have to preach
their stances on issues?
Emie Fletcher
may be on particular state or national issues
is all day pushing those stances. That's his
He can't find some new medium to get his
name out there and have that be enough? What

whatever his stance

whs every
tipped the scales”)
dotted with trivial facts

Cartoonists Needed

The Kenel is looking for a cartoonist to draw pieces for the
Opinions page on a regular basis. Those who have an interest in
campus and local issues will be given special attention, although

cartoonists of all interests will be considered |

ineer when he went here
the MEs! Whether it is ac
g it, or some intern logged into
the point is that he is not pushing
The last thing you
your own Facebook is a debate
ment over lIraq
ive you a run down of the gover
Political views: Conservative
Baptist. He gives three
address and a land phone
which you can contact him.
This is a load of information resources
And sure, it might
take some time for him to get back to you on
but that’s because everyone is com
e-mail. Have some
t believe that we live in a world where
n get all kinds of information at your fin
gertips in a matter of minutes, and the Kernel is
e Facebook to

Tom McCrocklin

‘Fat politicians’ column was
irrelevant, then offensive

1 was disappointed in yesterday's dull
opinion piece by Brent Burchett (“This Fat
Tuesday, remember those politicians who

Honestly it's hard to see the news value in
an article about fat politicians. The article was
President William
Howard Taft got stuck in a tub; I had no idea!

The Kernel needs to use its opinion p
discuss meatier issues. Another irrevere
umn about a proposed bill to outlaw iPod use
while crossing the street comes to mind
Midway through the piece, it went from
boring to insulting. Going after Sen. Ted
Kennedy's waistline is one thing, but do you
have to bring up Chappaquiddick? Certainly
ical person realizes it was a horrible

ed he

any Ic
incident and that the loss of Mary Jo
Kopechne is a tragedy. But maybe the Kernel
should examine a mistake made by our current

Reli

president

George W. Bush may be in good physical
health, but many Americans now see that his
mind is a bit slow. The (Louisville) Courier
Journal reported yesterday that his approval
rating is at a record low

He made a mistake in misreading the intel

ons of mass destruction in

Iraq — a mistake that has resulted in the loss
of thousands of American and Iragi lives. This
war has bogged our country down in a quag
mire the likes of which haven’t been seen
since Bush was in the “Champaign Unit" of
the Texas Air National Guard

While Bush was doing a fine job keeping
the Vietcong out of Austin, Texas, by that time
John and Robert Kennedy had proudly served
their nation and fallen to tragedy themselves
Ted Kennedy had begun to serve his country
as well, building the foundation for a lifetime
of public politics

So in the future, please keep the Kernel's
opinion page about our leaders’ ideas and not
their appetites

Walter Smith
ollom junicr

Send a guest column or letter to the editor to Opinions Editor
Wes Blevins. Please limit letters to 350 words or fewer. Be sure
to include your full name, class and major with all submissions.

E-mail opinions@kykernel.com
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MARDI GRAS IN MILLER HALL

hird-year architecture

students Graham
Gordon and Dara Solomon
throw Mardi Gras beads and
stuffed toys to students from
their studio in Miller Hall
yesterday afternoon. “We
were in New Orleans for a
few days,” said Solomon.
“We had tons of beads left
over, so we decided to give
them out.”

ALLIE GARZA | STAFF

ELLIOTT HESS | STAFF

Katrina looms over
Mardi Gras celebration

y Peter Whoriskey
THE WASHINGTON POST

NEW ORLEANS The Mardi Gras
celebration that took place “under the
bridge” Tuesday wasn't broadcast live on
TV. It didn’t appear on tourist brochures
Indeed, it hardly seemed to exist, to judge
by the absence of attention.

But the predominantly African Ameri
can tradition that goes on in the shadows
of the Interstate 10 overpass draws more
than 10,000 people, boasts its own proud
and bizarre spectacles — Zulu warriors,
brass bands and Day-Glo feathered Indi
ans among them — and in its own sepa-
rate reality offered a stark contrast to the
hopeful hype that attended the more offi
cial, more publicized of the city’s Fat
Tuesday

Democratic Mayor C. Ray Nagin and
others touted the ample Mardi Gras
crowds and packed hotels elsewhere in the
city as a sign of the city’s vitality

This is what Mardi Gras is about is
New Orleans it's back, yall, it’s
back!" he told a largely white Canal Street
crowd to kick off the festivities.

But among those celebrating under the
bridge, many noted the far smaller crowds
in that area compared with pre-Katrina
years, a product of the lingering devasta
tion in African American neighborhoods.
Moreover, people said, among those who
have returned, the sense of celebration of
ten masked the personal hardships of post
Katrina New Orleans.

“All that other stuff all that they're
saying on TV about us coming back
about us rebuilding — it’s just a front,
said Bennie Pete, the tuba player and band
leader for the Hot 8 Brass Band, a local
institution, a few hours before taking the

age beneath the overpass. “It's terrible
People are stru Just look
around.”

He pointed to the nearby Lafitte hous
ing complex, which has been closed since
the storm. Metal shutters cover the win
dows of hundreds of units to prevent resi

dents from returning. Notices posted warn
passersby that anyone entering could be
fined or jailed. Within view, many other
buildings have been similarly abandoned

“People need places to live,” he said.
“Now ask yourself: Why can’t they re-
open that?"

For the day at least, people under the
bridge where hugging and dancing and
watching the peculiar spectacles, inten
tionally arranged or not, that abounded.

Crawfish could be had for $4 a pound.
turkey necks or pigs feet for $3; other
cooks stirred roadside vats of gumbo
Brass bands, a local tradition, played. Men
dressed as Indians in Day-Glo colored
feathers — a tradition supposed to have
begun to honor the Native Americans who
once aided runaway slaves — roamed and
periodically shimmied to the music. Mem-
bers of the Zulu krewe, whose parade
ends nearby, sashayed about, wearing
Afro wigs and grass skirts

Beneath the masks, costumes and
smiles, however, lurked tales of post-Kat
rina dislocation and ongoing struggle.

Jack Humphrey, 58, a construction
worker, who had just finished parading
with the Zulu krewe as a “Walking War-
rior” he was dressed in rabbit and cow
skins, a grass skirt and a helmet affixed
with bullhorns lost his home and said.
“It’s been really rough.”

Blair Conerly, 33, a barber who is a
Mardi Gras Indian had to commute in
from Dallas, where he now lives.

Pete, the tuba player, comes in from
neighboring Kenner because his home in
the Ninth Ward was destroyed. Just a few
months ago, in the midst of one of the
city's crimes waves, a member of his
band, was shot and killed while driving
with his wife and child

Asked whether the hard-hit Ninth
Ward would ever come back, Pete exhaled
forcefully enough to billow his cheeks.

“If it ever does, it will be a really, real
ly long time,” he said. “The answer is I re
ally don’t know.
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