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Why do libraries need move funds?

Because of the increasing importance of an in-
formed citizenry as our problems become increas-
ingly complex.

More and more adults want to continue their
education through reading, creating a need for
better library service.

Modern schools require use of many books in-
stead of single textbooks and are training children
to use public as well as school libraries.

Only 37c per capita is now being spent per year
for library service—mainly from local appropria-
tions—while the minimum national standard is $1
per capita.

Forty-five million people are still without pub-

lic library service. Most of them live in rural areas.

aid from the state?

Because the state has a responsibility for the in-
formal education of all its people through the li-
brary as well as for formal education through the
school.

‘The state can equalize library opportunities be-
tween town and country, and between sections
that vary in ability to support public services.

Local revenues come largely from taxes on real
estate, which ordinarily are not increasing and are
even shrinking in most cases.

Most of the other taxes are collected by the
state, which often is able to meet new demands.

State aid is essential to development of library

service in poorer sections.

How would state aid be used?

To develop complete, state-wide library service,
often through regional, district or county library
systems, or branches of the state library, estab-
lished through state initiative.

To strengthen libraries now in existence through
setting standards for receiving state aid and
through developing new, cooperative services.

To improve both library service and book col-
lections.

To stimulate, not to replace local appropriations
or to discourage local pride and initiative.

To help the state library extension agency,
which knows conditions and needs, to put into ef-

fect the best possible state plan for library service.

What amount is needed?

This must be figured in each state on a per cap-
ita basis, taking into consideration the amount now
provided from local sources and the standard of
$1 per capita.

One state plan calls for appropriations increas-
ing each year until $1 per capita is reached. An-
other state proposes 25¢c per capita for a state-wide
minimum service; another state proposes 15¢ per
capita as a first appropriation. The emergency
grant in Illinois in 1935 was $600,000 for two
years.

The need of showing constructive results from
the first appropriation in order to justify its re-
newal, must be kept in mind in setting the first

amount.

How can legz'slatzfve approml

be won?

By the vigorous, concerted effort of all citizen
groups and individuals interested in educational
and social progress, in cooperation with library
leaders.

By wide publicity, to make all the people con-
scious of library needs.

By continuous, steady work with the legislature,
to convince members that their constituents ear-
nestly want aid for libraries.

By alert leadership, and the backing of a few
people in each county ready to act again and again

when called on by the leaders.

What can you do?

Obtain information about the state aid plan in
your state from the state library extension agency
at the state capital.

Bring the matter before your local and state or-
ganization for discussion and formal endorsement.
Send copies of resolutions to the library agency or
the leader of the state aid movement and to mem-
bers of the legislature.

Enlist the support of other organizations in
seeking state aid.

Ask your local paper to keep its readers in-
formed.

Werite again and again or interview your repre-
sentatives in the legislature, asking them to back

state aid legislation.




It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state, as
a part of its provision for public education, to promote
the establishment and development of public library

service throughout its various subdivisions.

—Public Library Act, 1935, State of Washington

No longer may the public library be classed as a lux-
ury for the benefit of privileged communities. The
broadening of the problems of modern existence has
developed a demand for information and enlightenment
which has made the public library an indispensable in-
stitution. Vastly more than a mere collection of books,
the library is a wvital force from which emanates an

influence for the uplift and progress of civilization.

—Rotary International broadside

Free public library service is an indispensable part of
a well-rounded program of community life. It strength-
ens and extends appreciation of the cultural and spirit-
ual values of life; it diffuses information and ideas
necessary to the present welfare and future advance-
ment of a community; it offers to every citizen the
means of self-education throughout life. Inasmuch as
so many governmental units are apparently unable at
present to support public library service, it is reason-
able to look to each state to organize, administer and

support a state-wide system of public library service.

—CCitizens’ Library Conference, University of

North Carolina, April, 1933




INILSAS AdVHdIT
AVNOIOTY O IJOIYISIAd V INO¥d VHIV HOIVI V LNO

o]
Qo
<
=
o
o
A
w
e)
»>
Z
=
5]
2
>
=)
=
>
<
=
=
>
=
=
t
H
o
=
o
(of
o
=

egional

\Heaﬂquarte;s% 22 L
. )

School




FENERAL Al
FOOR LIBRARIES

INCLUDED IN THE BILL FOR
~FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION

S. 1305 "(Senators Harrison, and Thomas of Utah)
H.R. 3517 (Representative Larrabee)

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

“T'o promote the general welfare
through appropriation of funds to
assist the states and territories in
providing more effective programs
of public education.”

“To assist in equalizing educa-
tional opportunities . . . to main-
tain local and state initiative and
responsibility.”

The bill contains provisions of
the greatest importance to library
development in every state.
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