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WESTERN ADVENTURE.

CHAPTER T.

T English settlements in North America, until late in
the 18th century,were confined fothe country lying Eastof
the Allegheny mountains, . Even the most adventurous tia-

ders from Virginia and PL,?‘_I!?-\ lvania; 1 rarely

penctrated be-
vond the head waters of the Ohio river, and the spot where
Pittshurgh now stands was, fora long time, an extreme fron-

tier point, where the white firr traders and the Western In-

dians were accustomed to meet and exchange their commgs
dities, Al beyo an unexplored wildenness Shich
Was iimm'n only as occupying cerinindearces of fatitude and
longit: upon the maps ‘,‘Ehm‘t'" before’the “old French

war gt 1;. 5; this spot was U"t‘u‘}lﬂd by-the French,and a
fort ereeted, whwln in honor-ef their eommmand:
ed Du {2"@‘41!3 The ])uu»p;‘_‘_ﬁ}::;;c;i this fortress Was :.C‘n‘,;|'\

was call-

ated duringthe earlier years of the war, and was“soon
andered memorable i"}' ln:‘:dis:i-‘-:‘ reus expedition of Braddoclk
and Grant.  Omitting a 1‘;{-__'-".1.1:1:':.;-1‘1 L of these events, which
have heen often related, awe shall commence our desultory
history avitha detail of t]w adventures of Col;. Jaims Sarprm,

v I for ma I
ll\ -.L1 10108 I ..L‘!l‘ ‘ ears

who siihseq l'“"lll smoved to Kentuc

was a resident of ]}rnn';:wl county. He was the first anglo-

Amevican who" penetrated info the interior of the ’\'1 estern

country—at least the first who has given us an account of

his adventures, and n.a succession of sketches, hle the pre-

sent, designed to commemorate individual rather than na-
(7]
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tional exertions, he 1is justly entitled to the distinction which o
we give him, If we mistake not, his adventures will be -
found particularly interésting, as affording more ample spe- I3
cimens of savage manners and character, thanalmost any 3
other aceount now in existence. W
In the spring of the year 1755, James Smith, then a youth :
of eightecn, accompanicd a party of 300 men {romthe fron-
tiers of Pennsylvania, whoadvancedin front of Braddock’s
army, for the purpose of opening a road over the mountain.
When within o few milés of the Bedford Springs, he was

g r Tk
o

sent back to the rear, to hasten the progressof some wagons 1
loaded with provisions and stores for the use of the road cut-
ters. Having' delivered his orders, he' was returning, in

2 R

company with another young man, when they were sudden-
Iy fired upon by a party of three Indians, from a cedar thick-
et, which skirted the road. Smith’s companion was killed

dhitelon ey T Y

g
|

ort the spot; and although he himself was nohurt, yet his
harseswas so much frightened by the flash and report of the ?
s, :’fg‘t?”’bamme tolally unmanageble, and after a few ¥
1’ mges, threw lll?nhﬁ‘lﬂl”‘i;j' ence to the ground. Before he
could recover his feet, lh Tndian :'-m: -un"‘ upon hlm, il.ﬂd,

“him as = pr!Sonu
One of them demanded, in broken English, whether “more

L]

e

m

- TR

r;\'(;q_-pn\'.'r:ring his 1‘0?-‘1.4?1‘111(.‘(.‘, nc_un('ﬂ :

white men were coming up;” and upon his answering in the
negative, he was seized by each arm, and compelled to run
with great rapidity over the mountair. until night, when the
small party encamped and cooked their supper.  An equal
share of - their scanty stock of provisions was given to the
prisoner, and in other respects, although strictly cuarded, he

i was treated with greaf kindness. On the evening of the 2
3 next day, after a rapid walk of fifty miles, through cedar q
| thickets, and over very rocky ground, they reached the Wes- .

s

tern side of the Laurel mountain, and beheld, at a ittle dis-
tanice, the smoke of an Indian encampment. His captors

:
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WESTERN ADVENTURE. 15.

now fired their guns, and raised the scalp halloo!  This is
a long yell for every scalp that has been taken, followed by
a rapid succession of shrill, quick, piercing shrieks, some-
what resembling laughter in its most excited tones.  They
were answered from the Indian camp below, by @ discharge
of rifles and a long whoop, followed by shrill cries of joy,
and all thronged out to meet the party. Smith expected in-
stant death at theix-hands; as they crowded around him; but
to his surpriseyno one offered him any violence. They be-
longed to-another tribe, and enfertained the party in them
camp with great hospitality, respecting the prisoner as the
property of their guests. On the following morning Smith’s
captors continued their march, and on the evening of the
next day arrivedatfort Du Quesne—now Pittsburgh. When
within: half a mile of the fort, they again raised the scalp
halloo, and fired their guns as before, ~ Instantly the whole
garrison was in commotion. - The cannon were fired—the

drums were beaten, and French and Indiansran oul in great
numbers to meet the party, and partake of - their triumph.
Smith was acain surrounded by & ultitude of savagos, pain-
tod in varions colouzsg+and shoutimg: with delight; but their
demeanor was by nomeans as pacificas that of the last par-
ty he had encountercd. Phey rapidly formed in two long
lines, and brandishing their hatchets, ramrods, switches, &ec.
called aloud-upon -him to ran the gauntlet; - Never having
heard of this Indian ceremony before. he stood amazed for
come time, not knoywing what to.do; but one of his captors
cxplained to him, that he was to-run betweenthe'two lines,
and receive a blow from each Indian as he passed, conelu-
ding his explanation by exhorting him to “runhis best 2 as
the faster he ran tho sooner the affair would be over. This
fruth was very plain—and young Smith entered upon his
race with great spivit. e was switched very handsomely
along the lines, for about fhree-fourths of: the distance, the
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stripes only acting as a spur to greater exertions, and he had
almost reached the opposite extremity of the line, when a
tall chiel struek him a furious blow with a c¢lub upon the
back of the head, and instantly felled him to the ground.
Recovering himself in a moment, he sprung to his:feet and
started forward again, when a handful of sand was thrown
in his eyes, which, in additien to the great pain, completely
blinded him. He still attempted to grope his way through;
butyas again knocked down and beaten with merciless se-
verity. He soon became insensible under such barbarous
treatinent, and recollected nothing more, until he found him-
self in the hospital of the fort,under the hands of’ a French
surgeon, beaten to a jelly, and unable to move a limb. Here
he was quickly wisited by one of his captors—the same
who had given him such good advice, when about to com-
mence his race. Ie now enquired, with some interest, if
he felt “yery sore.” - Young Smith replied, that he had been
bruised almost to death, and asked what he had done to mer-
it such barbarity. The Tndian yeplied that he had done no-
thing, but that' 1t \vasthe'eustomary grecting of the Indians
to their prisoners—that it was 'Edi:hp%gg like the English
“how ti‘_\u do?” and that now all I_‘C!'El:'-llén;y would be laid
aside, and he would, be treated with kindness.  Smith enqui-

red if they had any newsof Gen, Braddock., The Indian

replied that their scouts saw him every day from the moun-
tains—that he was advancing in close columns through the
woods—(this he indicated by placing a numberof redsticks
pararallel to each other, and pressed closely together)—and
that the Indians would be able to shoot them down “like pi-

geons.”

Smith rapidly recovered, and was soon able to walk upon
the battlements of the fort, with the aid of a stick. .~ While
engaged in this exercise, on the morning of the 9 , he
obséryved an unusual bustle in the fort, The Indians stood in,
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C - I ”
crowds at the great gate, armed and pamted., Mam, barrels
of powder, ball, flints, &c. were brought outtosthem, from
which each warrior helped himself to such arlicles as he re-
quired. They were soon joined by a small detachment of
French regulars, when the w hole party marched off* togeth-
er. He had a full view of dwm as they passed, andyas
confident that they could not esteed four hundred men. - He
soon learned that itwas detachedagainst Braddock, who was
now within a few miles of the. fort; but from their great in-
feriority. in numbers, he regarded: their destruction as cer-

v arrival ef Braddock

L ‘
1 e
in the

ain, and looked joy h. Ly to

evening, as the hourwhich wasto deliver him from the-pow-
=y ATy By o < . SRy &, S !
er of the Indians. . In‘the afternoon, howeyer, an Indian run-

ner arrived with far different intellicence.. - ‘The battle had
not yet-ended when he left the field; but he announced that

: ~ Ty ey 1 i 1 - - v 1 z° v -
v had been suarrounded, and were shot: dewn i1

the Eng

heaps by an invisible enemy; that inste ad of {lying at.ongs
s 1 1= 41 s : 1 -
or rushing upon their cencealed 1oe, they ap] ared Com-

g oraat] '--.EI £ 1 131 1 1 ] . Sai 0 1
RiELE! pesviiaered, huddled togethicr 10 1€ G4 entre oI Anc

TI'.f_'_'_'. ;_';_:rE i efore sun down ":p's'-f .-'-v-nlu Illlt he 'Lm‘l‘ll Ufﬂlblll

alive.. This intellicencodeliiskasa thunderboit-upen Smith,
who now saw himeelf eretrievablycin the power of the saya-
ges, and could look terward fonothing bul toriure or ndless

cantivity.- Hewalied anxiously for furtherantells "i)\"l’;itill
hoping that the fortune of the day micht change. But abol

+. he heard at adistance. the well knownisc alp ha
|

SIS {-
loo, followed by wild, qhuk. joy ful shrieks, and accompanied
by long continued. firing, - This too surely announced the
(ate of the day. - About tEusii. the party returned to the forl,
driving hefore them twelye . 3ritish regulars, stripped naked
and with their faces painted black! an evidence that the un-
happy wretches were devote .dto death. Nextcame the In-
dians displaying tlieir bloody st calps, of which they had im-

mense numbers, and dressed in the scatlet coats, sashes, and
21\'-
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military hats of the officers and soldiers. Behind all came
a train of baggage horses, laden with piles of scalps, can-
teens, and all the accoutrementsof British soldiers.. The say-
ages appeared frantic with joy, and when Smith beheld them
entering the fort, daneing, yelling, brandishing their red tom-
ahawlks, and waiy ing theirscalpsin the air, while the great
guns of the fort replied to the incessant discharze of rifles
without, he says, that it looked as if H==11 had given a holi-
day,and turned loose its inhabitants: upon the upper world.
The most melancholy spectacle was the band of prisoners.
They appeared dejected and anxious. - Poor fellows! They

had but a faw months before left London, atthe command of

their superiors, and we may easily imagine their feelings,
at the strange and .dreadful spectacle around them, The
vells of delight and congratulation were scarce sly over, when
these of yengeanee began. - The d levoted prisone re—Dbritish
regulars——were led out from the fort to the banks of the Al-
lesheny,and to the eternal disgrace of the I'rench comman-
dant, were there burnt to death one after another, with the
most awful tortures.SSSmithistoed upen the battlements and
witnessed the shocking Spectaclens The prisoner was tied to
a stake avith his hands raised above his head, btl‘]p]}l;‘[] naled,
and surrounded by Indians.  They awould  touch him with
red hot ivons, and stick his body full of pine splinters and set
them on ll"(‘—-——rh'u\\ ning the shricks of the vietim in the yells
of delight with which they danced around him. His com-
panions in the mean time stood in a group near the stake,
and had a foretaste of what was in reserye fon each of them.
As fast as oue prisoner died under his tortures, another fil-
led his place, until the whole perished.  All this took place
‘sonear the fort, that every scream of the victims must have
rung in the ears of the French commandant !
Tywo orthree days after this shocking spectacle, most of
the Indian tribes dispersed and returned to their homes, asis
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usual withthem after a great and decisive 'ahé;t-ﬂe,-_ Young
Smith was demanded of the French by the tribe o swhom he
belonged, and was immediately surrendered into theivhands.

The party embarked in canoes,and ascended the Alleghe-
my river, as far as a small Indian town about forty milesa-

bove fort Du Quesne. There they abandoned their canaes,

and striking into the woods, travelled in a western direction,
antil they arrived at a considerable Indian town, in what
iis now the state oft Ohio, This village was called Tulli-
has—and was sitnated upon the western branch of the Mus-
kingum. During the whole of this period, Smith suffered
much anxiety, from the uncertainty of his future fate, but at
this town all' doubt was removed.. On the morning of his
arrival, the principal members of the tribe gathered around
him——and one old man with deep gravity, beganto pluck
out his hair by the roots, while the others looked on in si-
lence, smoking their pipes with great deliheration. Smith
did not understand the design of this singular ceremony, but
submitted very patiently to the man’s labours, who perform-
ed the operation of “picking” himn with great dexterity, dip-
ping his fingers in the ‘ashes occasionally, in‘order fo-take o
etter hold. In o very-fenmoments Smith’s head was bald,
with the exception of a single long tuft upon the centre of
his crown, called the sscalp loels.™ This was carefully
pluilcd in such a manner,as to stand upright, and was orna-
mented with several silyer”brooches. His ears and nese
were then bored with-equal gravity, and ornamented with
ear rings and nose jewels, He was then ordered to strip—
which being done, his naked body was painted in various

fantastic colors, and a breech-cloth (astened arvound his loins.
A belt of wampum was then placed around his neclk, and sil-
ver bands around hisright-arm. - To all this Smith submit-
ted with much anxiety, being totally ignorant of their cus-
toms, and dreading lest, like the British prisoners, he had

£
¥
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place, amidst loud peals of Ian_rhlarr from the shore. Al

preter,in the following werds: “My - son, you are now-one

24 SKETCIES OF

been stripped and painted for the stake. Hisalarm was in-
ereaged, when an old chief aros, took him by the arm,and

leading him out info the open air, gave thiee shrill whoops, |28
and was instantly :Hrmumlml by every inhabitant of the vil- g
Jage, warriors, wonien and children. The chief then ad-
dressed the crowd in a long speech, still holding Smith by
the hand. When he had ceased speaking, he Iu:! Smith tor-
ward, and delivered him into the hands of ‘three young Indi-
an girls,who grappling him without  ceremony, towed him
off-to the river which ran at the foot of the hill, draggedhim
in the water up to his breast, and all three suddenly clapping
their hands upon his head, aftempted {o put him undex.
Utterly desperate at the idea of being drowned by the se
young ladies, Smith made a manful resistance—the squaws
pcr::.:zvr:;'u:?.——unrl a prodigious splaching in the = water tock
length, one of the squaws became alarmed at the furious
strugglesof the young white man, and cried out earnestly
several times, *ne huit wou! no hurt you!”? Upon this a-
oreeable intellizence, f.muth_;._ resistance . ceased, and ] these

=

gentle creatures - plunged him under the water, and scrul-

hed him from head to foot with equal zeaband*perseverance.
As soon asthey were satisfied, they led him ashore, and pre-
sented him to the chief—shivering with cold, and drippi
with water, The Indians then dressed him in a. ruffe

shirt, legeing, and moccasins, variously ornamented, seated
him upon a bearskin, and gave hima jJ,'I')i.? tomahawl, ic-

baceo, pouch,fiint and steel, The chiels

e 1o

then took therr
seats by hisside, and smoked for several minutes in dedp si-
lence, when the eldest delivered a speech, through an inter-

of us. Hereafter, you have nething to fear, By anancient

eustom, you have been adupta‘:d in the room of a brave man,
witohas fallen; andevery drop of whiteblood has been W ‘nsh-




WESTERN ADVENTURE. 21

ed from your veins. We are now your brothers, and are
pound by our law to Jove you, to defend you, and to avenge
your injuries, as much asif you were born in our tribe.”
e was then introduced to the members of the family iuto
which he had been adopted, and wasreceived by the whole

of them with great demonstrations of regard. [n the eye--
ning, he received an invitation to a great feast—and was-
there presented with a wooden bowl and. spoon, and:

divected to fill the former from a huge kettle of boiled
corn and hashed venison.  The evening concluded with a
war.dance, and on the next morning, the warriorsof the tribe
assembled, and leaying one or two hunters, to provide for

their families in their absence, the rest marched off for the:

frontiers of Virginia. In leaving thevillage, the warriors
observed the most profound silence, with the exception of their
leader, who sung the travelling song, as it iscalled, and when
some distance off, they discharged their rifles slowly, and in
regular snccession, beginning in front and ending with the
rear. As soon as the warriors had left them, Smith was in-
vited to a dance, in which the Indian boys and syoungaun-
married squaws assembled, and entertained themselyes for
several hours together,  ‘They formed initwo lines facing
each other, at the distance of about twenty feet.  One of the
young men held a gourd in his hand, filled with pebbles, or
beads, which he rattled insuch a manner as to produce mu-
sic, and all the dancers singing in concert with their ieader,
moved forward in a line until the parties met—then retired,
and repeated the same exercise for hours, without the least
variation, Young Smith was merely a spectator in this
scene, and his.chief entertainment arose from observing the
oceasional symptoms of gallantry and coquetry which di-
versified the monotony of the dance. Ieadswere often bent
close together as the two lines met, and soft whispers, ogling
olances, and an occasional gentle tap upon the cheek, aon-
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viiced Smith, that Indians are not so insensible to the charis
of their squaws as has been represented. An Indian court-
ship is somewhat different from ours. - With them, all the
coyness, reserve, and pretty delays are confined to the gen-
tlemen. The young squaws are bold, forward, and by no
means delicate in urging their passion—and a particularly
handsome or promising young hunter, is often reduced to des-
perate extremities, to escape the toils of these female Lotha-
rios! - Smith was uniformly treated with the greatest kind-
ness,and was for some time particularly distressed by the
pressing invitations to eat, which he received from all quar-
ters, - With the Indians, it isuniformly the custom to invite
every visitor toeaf, as soon as he enters the wigwam, and
if he refuses, they aremuch ofiended, regardingit asan
evidence of hostility tothem, and contempt for their house-
keeping. Smith; ignorant of this circumistance, was some-
times pressed to eat twenty times ina day, and observing
their dark and suspicious glances when he declined their
hospitality, _]'lae'e_l}dea:y.‘,plzqgl atlength to satisfy them at the
risk of stuffing himself to:deathe s Making it a point-to eat
with all who invited him, he soon foundhimselfiiigreatiavor,

and in the course of a week after his adoption, an old chief’

honored:. him with an invitation to hunt with him.  Smith
readily consented. At the distance of a few 1niles {rom the
village, they discovered anumberof buffalotracks. ‘The old

and followed them with
great caution, stopping frequently to listen, and  rolling his

Indian regarded themn attenfively

eyes keenly in every direction. Smith, surprised at this sin-
singular conduct, asked him why he did not push on
more rapidly, and endeavor to get a shot.  *#Hush!? said the
Indian, shaking his head—*“may be buffalo—may be Cataw-
ba!” Ilaving af length safsified himself, that they were re-

ally buffalo—he pushed on more rapidly, and on the way,
assigned his reasons for his hesitation.

He said, that the

o ™
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Catawbas had long been atwar with his tribe, and were the
most cunning and wicked nation in the world. That a fow
years ago, they had secretly approached his camp' ;;1_1}@
night, and sent out a few of their spies, mounted upon buffako
hoofs, who walked round their camp, and then returned tothe
main body.  That, in the morning, he and his warriors, per-
ceiving their tracks, supposed a herd of buffalo to be ahead
of them, and moved on rapidly in pursuit. That, they soon
foll into the ambuscade, were fired on by the Catawba’s and
many of them Killed. The Catawbas, however, quickly
gave way,and were pursued by his young men with great
eagerness.  But they had talken the precaution to stick a
pumber of slender reeds in the grass, sharpened like a pen,
and dipped in rattlesnake’s poison, so that as his young men
pursued them eagerly, most of them were artificially snake-
bitien, and lamed. That the Catawbas then turned upon
them, overpowered them, and took the scalps of all who had
been lamed by the reeds. The old man concluded by sha-
king his head, and declaring, that “Catawba wasa very bad
Indian—a perfect devil for mischief.” Smith, however,
s so unfortunate a few days afierwards, asto-fall itodis:
eredit with these simple people.” He had been directed to go
out and kill sone venison for the squaws and children, who
had suffered for several days, during the absence of the grea-
ter part of the warriors. As this was the first time that he
had been entrusted with so weighty a commission alone, e
determined to signalize his hunt by an unusual display of
ckill and enterprize. He, therefore, struck holdly into the
woods, and at a few miles distance, falling upon a fresh baf-
falo trail, he pushed on for several miles with great eagep-
ness. Despaizing, howeyer, of overtaking them, as the eve-
ning came o1, he beganto retrace his steps, and as he had
taken a considerable circuit, he determined to cut across the
hills, and reach the village by a shorter way. He soon be-
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came inextricably involved in the mazes of the forest, and at

dark, found himself completely bewildered, He fired his }
gun repeatedly, in hopes of being heard, but his signal was 7

unanswered, and he wandered through the woods the whole
night, totally unable to find his way home. Early in the 3
morning, the Indians, probably suspecting him of desertion, :
started outin pursuit of him, but'obserying the zigzag man-
ner in which the young woodsman had marched, they soon
became satisfied of “the fruth, and their anger was'changed
to laughter and contempt, Smith’s rifle was taken from ium,
and a bow and arrow (the weapons of a boy,) were placedin
his hands;and although he was treated with undiminished
kindness by all, yet it was evident, that it wasmingled with
compassion and - contempt, for his ignorance of the woods.
He was now placed under the particular care of Tontileau-
2o, his adopted brother. and 2 renowned hunter and warrior.
With the aid of his directions, he soon learaed all the myste-
ries of hunting, - He trapped beaver, killed deer, bearand
buffale, with great r&adilmasma.nd inthe course of the win-
ter, rose ' considerably 'in reﬁu‘klﬁun ‘The warriors were
still absent. and the women and o} 1:lﬂ1‘en‘depended on-them
entively for subsistence. - Sometimes they were three days
without food ; particularly, when the snow became hard,
and the noise which they ':.-vula_ in'walking onthe crust {rig ght-

ened ‘the deer, so'that they could not come within gunshot.

T'heir ﬁlt[_'n' resaurce I]J:_‘:!: was to hunt bean trees: that i 1=, [Qy

?

large hollow trees in which bears lay concealed during the
winter.  The holeis generally from thirty to fifty feet from
the'ground, and they are often compelledto elimb up and ap-
ply fire, in order to drive bruen ou, who obstinately  main-
tains his ground until nearly stifled with smoke, uan then
-,nec;mw and -;HHEI}’I'". and grow fl!“r he shows himself at
the mouth of his l1uIn, for a little fresh air,  The hunter sta-
tionsimself below, and fires upen himas soon as he ap-
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pe':i_;rs.' Mowards spring, the warriors generally ,;;gmn, and
game is then killed inabundance. - We shall here pause, in
our narrative, to mention some traits of Indian character and
manners. which, perhaps, will be interesting to many of our
readers, who have not had opportunities of informing them-
selves on the subject. 'The lives of the men are passed inal-
ternate action of the most violent kind, and indolence the
most excessive,  Nothing but the pressing call of hanger,
will rouse them to much exertion.

In the month of August and September, when roasting
ears are abundant, they abandon themselvesto laziness, dan-
cingand gaming, and canrarely be roused even to hunt, so
long as their cornfields will furnish them food, - During this
month, they are generally seen lying down in idle contempla-
tion, dancing with their squayws, playing at foot-ball, or en-
gaged in a game resembling dice, of which they are im-
moderately fond. War and hunting are their only serious oc-
cupations, and all the drudgery of life devolyes upon the
squaws. Smith gave high offence to the warriors by taking
a hoe into his hand, and working with the squawsfor-halfan

Tour, at a time when they were engaged inplanting corn.
They reprimanded him with some severity for his industry,
observing that it was degrading toa warrior to be engaged
in labor like a squaw;and for the future he must learn to
demean himself more lofily, always remembering that he
was a member of a warlike tribe, and a noble family.

'Bhey are remarkably hospitable, always offering to a
stranger, the best that they have. Ifa warrior, upon en-
tering a strange wigwam, is not immediately invited to eat,
he considers himself deeply affronted, although he may have
just risen from a mealat home. It is not enough on these
occasions thaf ordinary food, such as venison or homony, is
offered. It is thought xude and churlish, not to set before their
guest, their greatest delicacies, such as sugar, bear’s oil, hon-
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ey, and if they have it, rum. If thereisno food of any kind
in the house, which is often the ease, the fict is instantly
mentioned, and isat once accepted asa sufficient apology.
Smith was so unfortunate, as to incur some reproach upon
thissubject also.  While he; and his adopted brother, "Tonti-
leaugo, were encamped in the woods, hunting, there came a
hunter of the Wyandott tribe, who entered their camp, faint
and hangry, having had no success in hunting; andeonse-
quently, having fasted for several .days. Tontileaugoivas
abgent at'the time, but Smith received the visitor with great
hospitality, (as he thought) and gave him an abundant
meal of homony ‘and venison. Shortly after the Wyan-
dot’s departure, his brother, Tontileaugo returned, and
Smith informed him of the visit of the stranger, and of his
own hospitable recoption.  Tontileaugo listened with gravi-
1y, andreplied:  “And Isuppose of course, you brought up
some of fhe sugar and bear’s oil, which was left below in the
canoe? #Nb,? replied Smith, “I never thought of it—it
wasat too oreat a ﬂistaﬁeé'ﬁ?r:o".,f‘?erl], brother,” replied Ton-
tileaugo, “you have behaved jnst™like-a Dutchman! L'ean
excuse itin you for this time, as you are*yeuns, and have
heen brought up among the white people—but you must
learn to behave like a warrior, and never be caught in such
little actions!  Great actions aloneycanever make. a great
man !’

Their power of sustaining long continued fatigue is as
extraordinary.  Lven their squaws will travel as fast as
anordinary horse, and pack an incredible quantity of bag-
gage upon their backs, In the spring of 1756, a great
quantity of game had been killed, at a considerable distanee
from the village; and all the inhabitants, including squaws
and beys, turned out to bring ithome. Smith was loaded
with & large piece of buflalo, which, after packing two or
three miles, he found too heavy for him, and was compelled
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to throw it down, One of the squaws]le hurrhed hcurnl),and

~ coming up, relieved him of a large partof it, addmg 1t 10 her

own pack, v which before, was equal to Smith’s This he

says, stimulated him to greater exertion than thc severest
punishment would have done.

Their warriors, for a short distance, are not swifter than
the whites, but are capable of sustaining the exercise, for
an incredible lengthof time. An Indian warrior can run
for twelve or fourteen hours without refreshment, and after a
hasty meal, andvery brief repose, appear completely refresh-
ed, and ready forasecond course. Smith found it more dif-
ficult to compete withthem in this respect, than any other.
For although he ran with great swiftness for a few miles, he
could not continue such violent exertion for'a whole day:.
While he and his brother Tontileaugo were encamped at a
distance from the others, they were much distressed from hay -
ing to pacl{ their meat fromsuch adistance,and asthree hor-
ses were constantly gre zing near them,(for there was grass un-
der I]u, SHOW, )" 1UIIIIL—JI'“Hutfa[n';r'['(' that they should run them
down, and catch them, it having been found meoss:bk. to take
them inany other way.  Smith, having but little relish for the
undertaking, urged the unpo-«}!)lhtv of success, But Fontl-
leaugo replied, that he had frequently ran down bear, decr,
elk and butfalo, and belicved, that in the conrse of a day and
night, he could run down any four-footed animal, exceptihe
wolf, Smith observed, that, although deeravere swiiter
than horses for a short distance, yet, that a horse could run
much longer than cither theellcor buffalo, and that he was
confident they would tire themselyes to no purpose. The
other insisted upon making the experiment, at any rate; and
at daylight, on a cold day in February, and on” a hard snow
several inches deep, the race besan, The two hunters
stripped themselves to their moccasins, and started at full
speed. The horscs were in high order, and fvery wild, but
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r'_‘ contented themselves with running in a eircle of six or seven '
miles circumference, and would not entirely abandon their ! i
usual grazing ground. At ten o’clock, Smith had dropped g
21 considerably astern, and before eleven, Tontileaugo and the ’:
i horses were out of sight; the Indian keeping close. at their &
heels, and allowing them no time forrest. Smith, naked as

:
1 ; he ‘was, and glowing with exercise, threw himself upon the
hard snow ; and haying cooled himselfin this manner, he re-
mained stationary until three o’clock in the evening, when
the-horses again came in view, their flanks smoking like a

seething kettle, and Tontileaugo close behind them, running

gy e - P

with undiminished speed.  Smith being now perfectly {resh,

struck in ahead of Tontileaugo, and compelled the horses to

qaicken their speed, while his Indian brother from behind,
1 | 1 3

encourazed him to do his utmost—after shouting “chako!— :
chokoa-nough!? (pull away! pull away my boy!) Had
Tontileaugo thought of resting, and committed the chase to
Smith alone, for some hours, and then in his turn relieved
him, they might have suceeeded; but neglecting this plan,
they both continued the chase untildazis svhen, perceiving that
the horses ran still with great vigor, theydespaired-ol™suc-

cess, and returned to the camp, having tasted nothing since
morning, and one of them at least, having run nearly one
hundred miles. 'Tontileango was somewhat crestfallen at
the vesult of the race, and grumbled not a little.at their
Jong wind; but Smith assured him that they had attempted
an impossibility, and he became reconciled to their defeat.

Their discipline, with regard to their children,is not re-

markably strict. Whipping is rare with them, and is con-

8- s sidered the most disgraceful of all punishments. Duck- _
il ing incold water, is the ordinary punishmentof misbeha- :

vior; and as might be expected, their children are more obe-
dient in winter than in summer. Smith, during his first
winter’s residence among them, was an eye witness to a cir-
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cumstance. which we shall relate, as alively e\iamplc of In-
dian manners. His brother, Tontileaugo, awas matried to a
Wyandott squaw, W ho had had several children by a former
husband. (.}m: of these children offended his step-fatherin
some way, who in requital, i_f'l ¢ him t..: s“strappade,” with
a whip made of buffalohide. The discipiine was quiie mod-

erate. but the lad shouted very loudly, :uu_] soon brought oul

his Wyandott mother.. She instantly teolc her (':usuﬂ g part

with great animation.  Itwas in_ yain ‘iE"‘* th

> ; T oy atachtho
slained the offence, and urged the moderation with which ie
1 3 i
1 i

vadinflieted the punisnament, -'.i' \"u'ﬂ:l notido.=te e

1 - 3 = 1 1 it
chiid, she said, wasno slave to be beaten and sc

o whip.  His father had beena warrior, and a i\'.:n:d'.u'..{nl

his child was entitled to honorable usage. - if he had ofiend-

ed his step- "ll.':'u'i' ‘tl\,‘i’ was cold water enougn to be had; let
him be ducked until he w auld ke brot to reason, and she
would not utier a word of i.‘f.".!:}u.lii:i : hut a “buffalo fug”’ was
no weapop, with ¥ hich tlie son of a warrior ought to
father’s spint was {rowning 1n the ckies at the
( 1 of hild.?  Tontileaugo listened with great
ealmness to this indignant :-'-.-;'.:.'.lllr‘ia‘uucc; and having bt his
pipe, strolied ofl, in order o give his SQUAW &n upnur-.-_mit_\'
ofhecoming cool. The:oficnce, ]'u veyen, had been of too
rious a pature, and his squaw, shortly: after his departure,

(-:.Ln;_:n*._ a horse, and taking her children vith her, rode oft to
the Wyandott village, about forty-miles distant. In the al-
tornoon, Toniileango returned to_his wigwanm, and foundmo
one there but Smith, an old man and -a boy. ile ;appcurcd

much troubled- ot his squaw’s refractory . conduct, uttere

L

some deep iute 13*,LL101'~—-!)1 t finally did asmost. husban ?:
are :.-u'-.nlnr‘ ed to de—followed iu;: o malke his peace,

They are remarkably superstitious, and hold their *con-
jurors” in great veneration. rl.‘h(-l.‘-fi,";dil_ﬂl'lii;ll‘il?S'JI‘(‘.U‘-""l(}“i:‘lg'{
old anddecrepid.  On the borders of ‘Lake Lirie, one evening

3*
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a squaw came running into camp, where Smith, Tontileaugo
and a few others were reposing, after a long day’s journey,
and alarmed them with the information, that two strange In-
dians, armed with rifles, were standing upon the opposite
shore of a small ereck, and appeared to be reconnoitering the
camp. It was supposed that they were Johnston Mohawks,
and that they would shortly be attacked, = Instantly the wo-
men and children were sent info theiwoods, and the warei-
ors retired from the light of the fires, taking their stations si-
lently in the dark, and awaiting the enemy’s  approaeh.
Manetohcoa, their old conjurer, alone remained hy the fire,
regardless of the danger, and busily employed in his necre-
mantic art.  To assist him in his labors, he had dyed feath-

ers, the shonlder blade of a wildcat;and a large quantity of

leaf tobacco. TFhus accoutred, he conjured away, with
creat industry, in the light of the fire, and exposed to the
most imminent danger, in case of an attack, as he was very
lame, totally deaf, and miserably rheumatic. After a few
minutes anxious expeetation, old Manetohcoa, called aloud
upon his friends to'retuzn tothe five, assuring them that there
wasno danger. They instantlyt obeyed, with the utmost
confidence, andtheir squaws and children®sere recalled, as
if no further danger waus to be apprehended. Upon coming
up, they found old Manetohcoa enveloped in tobacco Htl}l:iil'-._.
and holding the bone of the wildeat in his hand, upon which
his eyes were fixed with great earnestness. He told them,
that after haying burnt his feathers, fumigated himself with
the tobacco, heated his blade bone, and pronounced his
charm, that he expected to see a multitude of Mohawks arise
upon the surface of the bone; but to his surprise, he saw only
the ficures of two wolves! He assured them, that the wo-
man had mistaken the wolves for Mohawks; and that no en-
emy was near them. The Indians instantly composed them-
selves to rest—relying confidently upon the truth of the old
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man’s assertions.  In the morning, to Smith‘;’; astonishment,
the tracks of two wolves were seen at the spot, swhere thL:
squaw’s account had placed the Mohawks. The Indians ex-
pressed no surprise at this extraordinary confirmation of the
old man’s skill in divination—but Smith’s infidelity was pow-
erfully shaken! Admitting the truth of the facts, (and
from Col. Smith’s high reputation for piety and integrity, we
presume they cannot be questioned,) it must be ;urkf'lt:n':ledg-
ed, either an extraordinary instance of sagacity—or else we
must class it among those numerous fortunate circumstan-
ces, which occasionally haye staggered the faith of much
more learned men than Col. Smith, Johnson’s superstition is
well known—and Smith’s doubts may at least be pardoned.
Their military principles are few and simple, but remark-
able for sagacity, and singularly adapted - the character of
the warfare in which they are generally engaged.  Caution,
perhaps, rather than boldness, is the leading feature of their
system. To destroy their enemy, at the least possible risk to
themselves, is their great object. They are by no means,
as has been sometimes supposed, destitute of discipline.
Their mancuyres are few, but in perforiing them, they are
peculiariy alert, ready, aad intelligent. In forming a line—
in protecting their flanks, by bodies arranged “en potence,”
orin forming a large hollow square, for the purpose of ma-
king head againsta superior force—they are inferior to no
troops in the world, Each movement is indicated by a loud
whoop, of peculiar intonatien, from their leader, and is irreg-
ularly, but rapidly obeyed. The resultis order—although
during the progress of the movement, the utmost apparent
confusion prevails.  Nothing astonished them more, than the
pertinacity with which Braddock adhered to European tac-
tics, in the celebrated battle on the banks of the Monongahe-
la. They often assured Smith that the long knives were
fools:  That they could neitherfight nor run away, but drew
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fhemselves up in close order, and stood stilly-as if to give
their enemies the best possible opportunity of shooting thu'l
down at their leisure.  Grant’s masquerade before the waulls
of fort Du Quesne, also gave them much perplexity. A
venerable Canghnewaughga chief, who had in his vouth,
been a renowned warrior and counsellor, and who excelled
all his cotemporaries in sagacity and benevolence, frequent-
Iy told Smith, that Grant’s conduet was to him totally inex-
plicable. This General formed the advance of Genetal
Forbes in *77. He marched with great secrecy and (‘"'e!.'-
ity through the woods, and appeared upon the hill above Du
Quesne in thenight.  There he encamped, and by waj nf'
bravado. caused the drums to beat, and the bagpipes to
play, as if to informthe enemy of hiis arrival. Atday hight,
he was surronnded by Indians—who creeping up, under coy-
er-of bushes, oullies, &¢., nearly annihilated his army with-
out any sensible loss to Lllet:;.-sul\'c-< The old chief obsery-
ed, “thatas the great artof sar consisted in ambushing and
rprising your enemy, and preventing yourself from being

,u.:pw.l hat Granthad@ ttedlﬂ».o_a. slilful warrior mcor*!-___

ing secrelly upon thern—but that Bis 0 11-0(,110111, c.um wet in

giving the alarm to his enemy, instead of g,Tnm tupon him

with the bayonet, was yery estraordinary; that he could

only account for it, by supposing that Grant, like too many
other warriors, wasfond of rum,.and had become drunk n‘—
bout ;1:_1}';!E||'§:1[.7'

'l'i.m- :1:‘_‘1.‘-.‘_1 the most r‘rn-._‘ir'i:]z_f]i coniempt for all bock
learning!  Smith was occasionally in the habit of reading
a few elementary English books, which' he had procured

from traders, and lost credit among them by bis fondness
for study.

Nothing, with them, can atone for a practical ignorance
of thewoods. ~We have seen, that, for losing himself,

Smith was degraded from the rank of a warrior, and re-
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duced to that of a boy.  T'wo years afterwards, he regain-
ed his rank, and was presented with a rifle, as a reward
for an exhibition of hardihood and presence of mind.  In
company with the old ehief, to whom we have just referred,
and severel other Indians, he was engaged in hunting. A
deep snow was upon the ground, and the weather was tem-
pestuous. - On their way home,a number of raccoon tracks
were seen in the snow, and Smith was directed to follow
them and observe where they treed.  He did so,/but they
led him off te a much greater distance than was supposed,
and the hunters were several miles ahead of him, when he
attempted to rejoin them. = At first their tracks were very
plain in the snow, and although nicht approached, and the
camp was distant, Smith felt no anxiety. = But about dusk,
his situation became critical.  The “weather became sud-
denly much colder, the wind blew a perfect hurricane, and
whirlwinds of snow blinded his eyes, and filled up the tracks

of his companions. He had with him neither a gun, flint,

nor steel—no  shelter but a blanket, and no Weapon but a
tomahawlk. He }1}(::_lt|t_‘:l on for seyeral llUUI‘S,‘ igIIOl"dll‘.i_ Of
hiszoute—stumbling over logs, and chilled with cold, until
the snow became so deep, as seriously to impede his pro-
gress, and the flakes fell so thick, as to render it impossi-
ble to see where he was going.- He shouted aloud for help,.
but no answer was returned, and as the storm eyery in-
stant became more outrageous, he began {0 think that his
hour had come. Providentially, in stumbling on through
the snow, he came to a large sycamore, with a considera-
ble opening on the windward side. He hastily crept in and
found the hollow sufficiently large to accommodate him for
the night,if the weather side could be closed so as 0 €X-
clude the snow and wind, which was beating against it with
great violence. He instantly went fo work with his toma-
hawk and cut a number of sticks, which he placed upright
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against the hole, and piled brush against it in great quanti-
ties, leaving a space open for himself to creep in.  He then
broke upa decayed log,and enttingit into small pieces, push-
ed them one by one into the hollow of the tree, and lastly,
crept in himself, ~ With these pieces, he stopped up the rc-
maining holes of his den, until not a chink was left to admit
the light. The snoy, drifting in larg oe quantities, was soon
lmnlxcd up against his defences, and completely sheltered
him from the storm, which still continued to rage with un-
diminished fury. He then danced violently in the cen-
tro of his den for two hours, until he was sufficiently warm-
ed, and wrapping himself in his blanket, he slept soundly
until morning  He awoke in utter darkness, and groping
about, he found his door and attempted to push it away, bu!
the snow had drifted against it in such quantities, that 1t re-
sisted his utmost efforts. His hair now began to bristle,
and he feared that he had with great ingenuity, contrivea
to bury‘himself alive. He laid down again for severa]
hours, meditating upon what he should do, and whether he
should not attempt * to"cut thrmatﬂx the tree with his toma-
but at length he made one more “desperafc effort to
push away the door, and succeeded in moving it severalin-

hawlk

ches, svhen a great bank of snow fell” i upon him from a-
love, convincing him af once of the immense quantity
which had fallen.  He af lenath burrowed his way info the
upper air, and found it broad day light, and‘the weather
calm and mild.  The snow lay nearly four feet deep—but
he was now enabledto see his way elearly, and by exam-

ining the barks of the trees, was enabled to return to camp.
He was received with loud shouts of joy and congratu-
lation, but not a single question was asked untilhe had des-
patched a hearty meal of venison, homony and sugar.
The old chief; Tecaughnetanego, whom we have already
mentioned, then presented him with his own pipe, and they

a8

f=
' AEJ-
i ?l

. m

~r A=

_—_ e



T

.

ol w2t |

=

»
LY

by

 WESTERN ADVENTURE. 35

all remained silent until Smith had smoked = '.Wﬁéﬁ‘t;hey
sqw him completely refreshed, the venerable;_.c-_chyief,
addressed him in a mild and affectionate manner," (for
Smith at that time, was a mere boy with them) and desired
to- hear a particular account of the mannerin which he
had passed the night.  Nota word was spoken until Smith
coneluded his story, and then he was greetedon all sides
with shouts of approbation. g
Tecaughnetanego arose and addressed him in a short
speech, in awhich his courage, hardihood and presence of
mind, were highly commended. ~ He was exhorted to go on
as he had begun, and assured, that one day he would male
a very great man. Thatall hisbrothers rejoiced in hissafe-
ty, 2s much as they had lamented his stipposed death—that
they were preparing snow shoes to go in searchof him when
he appeared, but as he had been brought up effeminately
among the whites, they never expected to see him alive. In
conclusion; he was promoted from the rank of a boy to that
that of a warrior, and assured, that when  they sold
skins in the spring, at Detroit, they would purchase for him a
newrifle. And they faithfully observed their promise.
They are extravagantly fond of ¥um; but drinking does
not with them, as with the whites, form a part of the regular
business of life: - They occasionally indulge in a wild and
frantic revel, which sometimes Jasts several days, and then
return to their ordipary habits.  They eannot husband their
. Tiquor,for the sake of prolonging the pleasure of toping—it
is used with the most reckless profusion while it lasts, and
ull drink to beastly intoxication. 'Their squaws areas fond
of liquor as the warriors, and share in all their excesses.
After the party to which Smithbelonged, had sold their
beaver skins, and provided themselves with ammunition
and blankets, all their surplus cash was ‘expended in rum,
which ' was bought by the keg. They then held a council,




'
o — bt o S g P e e

36 SKETCHES 'OF

in which a few stronz bodied ‘hunters were selected to
remain sober, and protect the rest during the revel, for
which they tere preparing, Smith was courteously in-
vited to get drunk, but uponhis refusal, he was told that
he must tllcn join thesober party, and assist in kee eping
order. This, as he quickly found, was an extremely dan-
gerons office; but before engaging in the serious business of
drml\mrr the warriors (,Luctull\ removed their tomahawks
and knives, and took every precaution against bloodshed: ™ A
shocking scene then commence 2, Rum was swallowed in
immense quantities, and their wild passions were stimulated
to frenzy ! Smith and the sober party, were expose ed to the
mnost imminent peril, and were compelled to sk _the i lives
every moment. Much injury was done, but no lives were
lost.

In the Ottawa camp, where the same infernal orgies were
celebrated, the result was more tragical. Several warriors
Wwere killed on the sggg_;uda number more wounded.

So long as they had mungf.&_;kc revel was kept up dayand
night, but when their funds were: emqaged the\"gathblui
np their dead and wounded, and ith dejected countenances,
mLumcd to the wilderness. All had some cause of lamen-
tation.  'The blanket of one had been burnt, and he had no
money to buy another; the fine clothes of another had been
torn from his back; some had been maimed; and all hadim-
providently wasted their money.

The religion of the Indians, alth mmh {k,futcd by supersti

tlun_.aml111tt2|111mHl(-,c1“1Lh many rites and notions whicho
usappear absurd, contains, nevertheless, a distinet acknow!-
edgment of the existence of a Supreme Being, anda future
state, The various ftribes are represented 115" Dr. Robert-
son as polytheists; and Mr. Hume considers polytheism as
inseparably attendant upon the sayage state. It appears,
howeyer, that the Western Indians approached more nearly
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to simple deism, than most sayage nations with whomaye bave
been heretofore acquainted One Great Spiritis universaliy
worshipped, throughout the V‘fest—-—althoucrh different tribes
give him different names. In the immense prairies of the
West, he is generally termed the Wahcondah, or master of
life. With the Indians ofthe lakes, he was generally term-
ed Manitto, which we believe means clmply #The Spirit!?
In the language of Smith’s tribe he was known by the titl

of #Owaneeyo,? or the possessor of all things,

Human sacrifices are very common among the tribes, liv-
ing West of the Mississippi; but I have seen no evidence of
such a custom among those of the North-west.

Tecaughretanego, the veteran chief whom we have alrea-
dy mentioned, was esteemed the wisest and most venerabie
of his own nation; and bis religious opinions, perhaps,may
he regardedas a very fayorable sample of Indian il heology.

We shall take the liberty of detailing several conversations
of this old chief, particularly upon religious subjects, which
to us, were the most interesting passages of Smith’s diary—
growing, as they did, out of a situation, which required-the
exercise of some philosophy-and reliance upon- Brovidence.
We have already- adverted to the precarious nature of the
Indian supplies of food, dependant as they are,upon the
woods for their meat, and liable to frequent failures irom the
state of the weather, and other circumstances over avhich
they have no contrel.

1t so happened that Smith, together with Tontileaugo and
the old chief, Tecaughretanego, were encamped at a great
distance from the rest of the tribe, and during the. early part
of the winter, they were very successful in hunting, and were
abundantly supplied with all necessaries. . Upon the breach
between Tontileaugo and his wife, however, Smith and the
old chief were left in the woods, with no other eompany than
than thatof Nungany, a liitle son of the latter not more than
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ten years old. Tecaughretanego, nowithstanding his age,
(which exceeded sixty,) was still a skilful hunter, and capa~
ble of great exertion when in good health; but, unfortunate-
ly, was subject to dreadful attacks of rheumatism, during
which, in addition to the most excruciating pain, he was in-
capable of moving his limbs, or helping himself in any wa}
Smith was buta young hunter, and Nungay n totally useles
except as a cook; but while Tecaughretanego retained t.he
use of his limbs, notwithstanding the loss of Tontileaugo,
they killed game very abundantly.

About the middle of January, however, the weather be-
came excessively cold, and the old chief was streiched upon
the floor of his wigwam, totally unable to move. The whoie
care of the family now devolved upon Smith, and his exer-
tions were not wanting. But from his youth'.and inexperi-
ence, he was unable to provide as plentifully as Tontileaugo
had done, and they were reduced {o very short allowance.
The old chief, notwithstanding the excruciating pain which
he dﬂll} suﬂ'cred always stroye to entertain Smith at night,
with agreecable canversahon, dq,énd instructed him carefully
and u-p(,atull\; in the art of hunfmg At Ienglh the snow
became hard and crusty, and the noise “of" Smith’s footsteps
frichtened the deer, so that, with the utmost caution he could
use, he was unable to get within gunshot, The family, in
consequence, were upon the eve ofstarvation.

One evening, Smith entered the hut, faint and weary, af-
ter 2 hunt oftwo days, during which he had eaten nothing.
Tecaughretanego had fasted for the same length of time, and
both had been upon short allowance for a week. Smith
came in very moodily, and laying aside his gun and powder
horn, sat down by the fire insilence. Tecaughretanego en-
quired mildly and calmly, what success he had had. Smith
answered, that they must starve, as the deer were so wild that
ke could not get within gunshot, and it was too far to gofo
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any Indian settlement for food, The old man remained si-
lent for a moment, and then in the same mild tone, asked
him if he was hungry? Smith replied, that the keen ap-

petite seemed gone, but that he felt sick and dizzy, and

scarcely able to wall. - “I have made Nungany hunt up
some food for you, brother,” said the the old man kindly, and

‘bade him produce it. This food was nothing more thanthe

bones of a fox and wildeat, which -had been thrown into the
woods a few days before, and which the buzzards had alrea-
dy picked almost bare. Nungany had collected and boiled
themyuntil the sinews were stripped from the flesh—intend-
ing them for himself and father, both of whom were neaxly
famished ; but the old man had put them away for Smith, in
case he should again. return without food.. Smith quickly
threw himself upon thissaveury soup, and swallowed spoon-
fal after spoonful, with the voracity of a wolf. Tecaughre-
tanego waited patiently until he had finished his meal, which
continued until the last spoonful had been swallowed, and
then handing him his own pipe, invited him to smoke. - Lit-
tle Nungany, in the mean time, removed the kettle, after look-
ing in vain for some remnant of the feast for his own supper.
e had watched every mouthful which Smith swallowed
with eager longing, but in perfect silence, and finding, that
for the third night, he mustremain supperless, he sat down
qusetly at his father’s feet,and was soon asleep.
Tecaughretanego, as soon as Smith had smoked, asked
him if he felt refreshed—and upon receiving an animated
assurance in the affirmative, he addressed him mildly as
follows: I saw, my brother, when you first came  in, that
you had been unfortunate in hunting, and were ready to de-
spait—I should have spoken at the time, whatl am now a-
bout to say, butI have always observed, that hungry peo-
ple, are not in a temper to listen to reason. Youare now re.
fieshed, and can listen patiently to the words of your elder
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brother. Iwas once young like-you, butam nowold. 1
have scen sixty snows fall, and have often beenin a worse
condition, from want of food, than we now are; vet I have

always been supplied, and that, too,at the very time when I

was ready to despair. . Brother: you have been brought up

amnong the whites, and have nothad the same opportunities of

seeing how wonderfully Owaneeyo provides food for his
children in the woods! IHe sometimes lets themibe in great
want, to teach them. that they are dependant upon him, and
to remind them of theirown weakness; but he never permits
them absolutely to perish. Rest assured that your brother
is telling vou no lie; but be satisfied that'he will do as 1 have
told you, - Gonow: sleep soundly—rise early in the mor-
ning and go-out to hunt; be strong and diligent; do your
hest, and trustto Owaneeyo for the rest.”

When we vecollect that this admirable speech came from
a wild Indian,totally uninstructed, and untaught torestrain
his passions; that at the very time, he was suffering the most
excruciating pain, both from_disease and hunger; that he
had denied himself' a morsel"of food, in orderto bestow it
upon Smith; and, lastly, that ﬁ‘oin':ﬁléf"ata_lja of the snow and
Smith’s inexperience, he had no human pl"ot's;_)'e'ct' of relief—
it isno exaggeration to say, that 2 mere striking example of
wisdom, mildness and magnanimity was never exhibited,

Smith was powerfully struck by the old man’s reasoning;
and still more affected by the patience and firmness with
which he sustained himself, under the complicated suffering
with which he was visited. Inthe morning, at daylight, he
seized his gun, and commenced the duties of the day with

areat spirit. He saw a great many deer, but the crashing

of the crust alarmed them as heretofore; and after hunting
until noon without success, he began tosuspect that Tecaugh.-
retanego must have been mistaken, and that they were cer-

tainly destined to starve. His hunger seemed rather whet-.
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ted than allayed by his sumptuous repast upon wildcat bones,
the evening before, and now became so ravenous as to divest
liim of all reason, and he determined orun back to Pennsy!-
vania. True, the intervening country was crowded with

“hostile‘Indians, but the edge of the tomahawk was not keener

than that of hunger; and a sharp and quick death, infinite.
Iy preferable to the slow and torturing ravages of starvation.
Having hastily adopted this desperate resolution, he quick-
ened his pace, and moyed off steadily in the direction of
Pennsylvania. He had not gone more than seyen or eight
miles, before he heard the lowing of buffalo in front, and iz
& few minutes, camein view of a noble herd, marching leis-
urely ahead of him.  Ho' ran with great rapidity in sucha di-
rection as to head theni, and concealing himself in a thicket,
awaited their approach. They passed leisurely within a few
yards of him,so that he had an opportunity of selectinga
fat heifer, which he killed at the firstfire. e quickly struck
fire {rom his flint—and cutting a few slices {rom the fleshii-
est part, he laidit upon the coals, but could not wait until it
was done.  After gorging himsell with raw beef, which
(with the exception of the wild cat bones of the preceding
night,) he thought the:most.delicious food he had ever tasted,
he began to be tenderly concerned for the old man and little
boy, whom he had left in a famishing condition at the wig-
wam. s conscience reproached him for leaving them to
perish; and he instantly loaded himself heavily with the
fattest and fleshiest pieces, and haying s¢cured the. rest frow

{he wolves, returned to their camp, with as much expedition
as hie could exert. It was late atnight when he entered the

wigwam, Tecaughretanego received him: with the same

mild equanimity which had heretofore distinguished him,

and thanked him verv affectionately for the exertions wlich

he had used, while the eyes of the famished boy were fasten-

ed uponthetbeef as ifhe would devour it raw, His father. -
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ordered him t6 hang on the kettle and cook some beef for
them nIl—bu'.bmﬁ.h declared that'he himself would cook
for the old man, while Nungany broiled some meat upon the
coals for himself. -The boy looked eagerly at his father for
his consent, and recelving a nod inreply, he sprung upon the
meatas a kite weuld pounce upon a pullet, and unable to
wait for the slow operation of the fire, began toeat it rayw.
Smith in the mean time had cut several very. thin slices and
placed them in thekettle to boil—but supposing Tecaughre-
tanego as impatient as himself, he was about to take it offthe
fire after 2 very few minutes, when ‘the old man, in a tone
ascalm and quiet as if he hadnotfasted for three whole days,
desired him to ¢let it be done enough.” - At the same
time he ordered Nungany, who was still eating like a shark,
to take no more at present, but to sit down, andafter afew
minutes he mightsup a little broth. The old man then re-
minded Smith of their conversation the night before—and of
thestriking truth with which his assurance of Owaneeyo’s
goodness: had been accomplished. At length he desired
Smith to give himithe “beef, observing that it had beeu
boiled enough, and asif he had mermd all his yigor for.
that moment, he assaulted it with 'ﬂxeennqss and persever-
ance, which showed that the gifts of Owaneevo were not
thrown away.

In the morning, 'Cecaughretanego requested Smith to re-
turn tothe spot where he had killed the buffalo, and bring in
the restof it tocamp. He accordingly took down his rifle
and entered the wood, intending to hunt on'theroad. At the
distance of a few miles from camp, he saw a large elm, which
had been much scratched, and perceivinga hole in it atthe
distance of forty feet from the ground, he supposed that a bear
had selected it for his winter quarfers, and instantly determined
to rouse him from his slumbers. ~ With his tomahawk, he cut
downa sapling which grewnear the tree, in sucha mannerasto




' lodge it against theden. He then cut al_bng_.f‘_go]e, andtied
a few bunches of rotten wood to the end of it. Taking it
then in his hand, he climbed the sapling, until he reached the
mouth of the den, and setting fire to the rotten wooﬁ;?”ﬁﬁf it
into the hollow as far as he could reach. He soon had the
gratification of hearing-poor bruin sneeze and cough, asif in
greattrouble—and rapidly sliding down the sapling, he seia-
ed his gun at the moment that the bear showed himself, . He
iustantly shot him, nd having loaded himself with the hind
quarters, he marched backin high'spirits to the wigwam.
They were now well provided fora week—and ina fow days
the snow thawed somuch as toenable him to kill deer; so
that during the rest of the wirter, they fared sumptuously.
Early in April, Tecaughretanego’s rheumatism abated so
much as to permit him to walk, upon which, they all three
built a bark canoe, and descended the Ollentangy, until the
water became so shallow.as to endanger their frail bark a-
mong the rocks. - A council was then held, in which Te-
caughretanego proposed to go ashore, andpray for rain to
raise the creek orriver,so as to enable them to continue
their journey. Smith readily consented, and they aceor-
dingly disembarked, drawing their cance ashore after them.
Here the old Indian built a “sweating house,™ in order to pu-
rify himself, before engaging in his religious duties. e
stuck a number of semicireular hoops in the ground, and laid
a blanket over them. He then heated a number of large
stones, and placed them under the blanket, and finally crawk
ed in himself, with a kettle of water in his hand, directing
Smith to draw down the blanket after him, so as almest en-
tirely to exclude.the extetnal air. He then poured the water
upon the hot stones, and began to sing aloud with great en-
ergy—:the steam rising from the blanket like a heavy mist.
In this hot place he continued for fifieen minutes, singing
the whole time, and then came out dripping with perspira-
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tion from head to foot. As soon as he had “taken breath, he™

began to burn tobaceo, throwing it into the fire by handfuls,..
and at the same time, repeating the following words in a tone
of deep and solemn earnestness: #Oh Great Owaneeyo! [
thank thee that I have regained the use of my legs once
more; that 1'am now able to walk about and kill turkies,
without feeling exquisite pain,~ Oh! ho! -holho! Grant that
my knees and ancles may be right well, that I may be abie
not only to walk, but to run and fo jump Togs, as I did last
il Oh! ho! ho! ho! Grant that upon this voyage, we
may frequently kill bear as‘they may be crossing the San-
dusky and Scioto! Oh! ho! hol ho! Grantthat we may
also kill a few turkies to stew with our bear’s meat! Oh!
ho! ho! ho! Grant that rain may come to raise the Olleu-
tangy a few feet, that we may cross in safety down to Seioto,
withont splitting our canoe upon the recks—andnow O
Great Owaneeyo! thou knowest how fond Tam of tobacco,
and though I'do not know when I shall get any more,.yet
vou see thatThave fresly given up all Thave for a burnt of-
fering’; therefore, T expeet that thon willt be merciful and hear
all my petitions—and T thysetvantwill thank thee, and love
thee for all thy gifts.” e T o e B

Smith held the old chiefin great veneration, and has ob-
served, that he neverin his life listened to a man whorea-
soned more clearly and powerfully’ upon such subjeets as
came before him; and he heard the first- part of ‘his prayer
with great respect and due gravity; butwhen the attention
of Owaneeyo was called to the tobaceo, whi¢h his votary
bestowed upon him so liberally, his muscles gave way,and
in spite of his efforts to restrain himself. he burst into a low
and half’ stifled laugh. = Ridicule is at all times formidable,
buf particularly so in a moment of enthusiasm and sineere
devotion. Tecaughretanego was deeply and seriously of-
fended, and rebuked his young companion in the following
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words: “Brother, 1 have somewhat to say to you! Whea
you were reading your hooks in our village, you know 1
would not let the boys plague you or laugh at you, although
we all thought it a foolishand idle occupation in & WAarrior.
I respected your feelings then—but just now I saw you laugh-
ing at me! Brother, Ido not believe that you look upon
praying as a silly custom, for you sometimes pray yourself.
Perhaps vou think my mode of praying foolish, but if so,
would it not be more friendly to reason with me, and instruct
me, than to sit on that log and laugh at an old man,”

Smith apologized with great carnestness—declaring that
he respected and loved him sincerely,but that when he say
him throw: the last of his tobaceo into the fire, and recollected
how fond he was of it, he could not help smiling a little, al-
though for the future he would never have reason to com-
plain of him on that account. The old man, withoutsaying
aword, handed him his pipe as a'token of friendship, although
it was filled only with willow bark; and the little difference
was soon forgotten,

Smith then explained to him the outlines of the Christian
Religion, and dwelt particularly uponithe doctrine of recon-
ciliation through the atonement of® Christ. Tecaughretane-
go listened with patience and gravity until his companion
had ended his remarks, and then calmly observed, “that it
might be so!”  He even acknowledged, “that it did not ap-
pear so absurd, as the doctrine of the Romish Priests, which
he had heard at Detroit, but declared that he wastoo old now
to change his religion; thathe should, therefore, continue to
worship God after the manner of his fathers; andif it was
not consistent with the honor of the Great Spirit to accept of
him in that way—then he hoped that hejwould receive him
apon such terms as were acceptable to him; that it was his-
carnest and sincere desire to worship the Great Spirit, and o-
bey his wishes; and ha hoped that Owaneeyo would overlook
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such faults as arose fromignorance and weakness, not walful
neglect.” To a speech of this kind, the sentimeats of which
find an echo in almost every breast, Smith could make no re-
ply. Here, therefore, the subject ended.

A few days afterward, there came a fine rain, and the Ol-
lentangy was soon sufficiently deep to admit of their passace
in safety, and after reaching the Sandusky they killed four
bears and a great many wild turkies. Tecaughretanego
gravely assured Smith, that this was a clear and direct an--
swer to: his prayer,. and inferred from it, that his religion
could not be as unacceptable to Owaneeyo as Smith suppos- -
ed.~ Perbaps it would be difficult to disprove the first paxt
of the old Indian’s observation—the last is more questiona-
ble.

We havealready gleaned all the most interesting parts of
Smith’s narrative, for the long details of huntings, trappings
and migrations, without particular object or incident, would
scarcely be interesting fothe reader. We have endeay-
ored to select such circumstances, aswould give the gen-
eral readera lively idea of ‘the-habits and |-opinions gf‘ the
Western Indians, without burthening our narrative with' too
much detail. As most,if not all the subsequent adventures,
will have a close connection with Indianlife, it was thought
proper to commence with a narrative which should throw
some light upon that subject. Itis only necessary, further,
to observe, that in the summer of 1759, and in the fourth
year of his captivity or rather adoption; Smith, accompanied
by Tecaughretanego and Nungany, sailed in a bark canoe
down the St. Lawrence, as far as Montreal. IHere he pri-
vately left his Indian companions, and went on hoard a
French transport, which he had heard was about to sail, with
a number of English prisoners on hoard, intended to be ex-
changed.  After having been detained sometime in Montreal,
mn consequence of the English fleet being below, he was at,




WESTERN ADVENTURE. 47

length exchanged and returned to his native country, His

family and sweetheart received him with great joy;but to his
inexpressible mortification, the latter had been married only

a few days before his arrival. His subsequent adventures, i
although novel and interesting, do not properly come within

the range of our present subject. We refer the reader who

may desire to know more, to Col. Smith’s own narrative,

which has recently been reprinted by John Grigg, of Phila-

delphia.
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CHAPTER IL

Tnxr adventures, yhich in order of time, should come
next, are those of the celebrated Daxter Booxe; for of
Frvpipy, said to be the first white man who ever yised Ken-
tucky, nothirg is known, but the simple fact that he did yisit
it-—first alone, and afterwards in company with Boone.  Itis
much to be regretted, that the materials for a sketch of Boone
are so scanty, He hasleft us a brief account of his adven-
tures, but they are rather such as one would require for the
composition of an epitaph, than of a biography. The lead-
ing incidents are mentioned in a general way, and there are
some gaudy and ambitious ‘-]\CtChCS of scenery which swell
the bull of the piece, without either pleasing the imagina-
tion or gratifying the curiosity. Itwould seem that the brief
notes of the plain old woodsman, had been committed to some
young sciolist inliterature,who thought that flashy description
could atone for barrenness of incident. A general summary
of remarkable events, neither exeites nor gratifies curiosity,
like a minute detail of all the circumstances connected with
them. This trait, so essential to the interest of narratives,
and of which perhaps the most splendid example in existence,
has been given in Mr. Cooper’s “Last of the Mohicans,* is
deplorably wanting in most of the materials to. which we
have had access. A novelist may fill up the blank from his
own imagination; but a writer who professes to adhere to
truth, is fettered down to the record before him. If, there-
fore, in the following details, we should be found guiltyof the
unpardonable sin of dullness, we hope that at leasta portion
ofthe blame will‘fall upon the scantiness of the materials.

Of Boone’s early youth, nothing is known. He hasmod-
estly forborne o say any thing of himself, except so far as
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“he is connected with the settlement of Kentucky.- He was
born in Virginia, but instigated by that roving Spiritwhich
distinguished him throughout life, he emigrated at an eaxly
period to North Carolina, and lived until his fortieth year up(;n
the banks of the Yadkin. - In 1767, Findley returned fronvhis
adyenturous journey,and hrought with him a reportof'a large
tract of fertile country, totally unoccupied, and abounding in
every variety of game from the- beaver fo the buffalo, To
a man like Boone, fond of huuting, and naturally attached
to a roying and adventurous life, such a scene presentedir-
resistible eharms. — Accordingly, in 1769, he left his family
upon the Yedkin, and in company with five others, of whom
Findley was one, he moved in a-western direction, being de-
termined to-explore thatcountry of which hehad heardsofa-
vorable an-aceount.

On the 7th of Junethey. reached Red river, and froma
neighboring eminence, were ' enabled to survey the vast
plain of Kentucky. Here they built a cabin, in order
to afford them a shelter from the rain which had fallen in
immense quantities on their march, and remainedinsa great
measure stationary until December, killing a great quantity
of game immediately around them, * Immense herdsof buf-
faloranged through the forest in every direction, feeding
upon the leaves of the cane or the rich -and spontaneous
ficlds of clover.

On the 22d of December, Boone:and John Stuart, one of his
companions, left their encampment, and following one of the
numerous paths which the Buffalo had made - through the
cane, they plunged boldly into the interior- of the forest.
They had as yet:seen no Indians, and the country had been
reported as totally uninhabited. - This was true in a strict
sense, for although the southern and northwestern tribes

were in the habit of hunting here as upon neutral- ground,
yet not a single wigwvam had been erected, nor did the land

5
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bear the slichtest mark of having ever been cultivated. The
different tribes would fall in with éachother, and from the
fierce conflicts which generally followed these casual ren-
contres, the country had been known among them by the
name of “the dark and bloody ground ! 'The two adven-
turers soon learned the additional danger to which they were
exposed. While roving carlessly from eanebrake to cane-

™

brake, and admiring the rank growth of vegetation, and the
variety of timber which marked the fertility of the'soil, they
were suddenly alarmed by the appearance of a parly of In-
dians, who, springing from their place of  concealment, rush-
ed upon them with a rapidity which rendered escape impos-
sible. They were almost instantly seized; disarmed and

made prisoners. Their feelings may be readily imagined:

They were in the hands of an enemy who knew no alterna-
tive betaveen adopfion and torture, and the numbers and fleet-
ness of their captors, rendered escape by open means im-
possible, while their jealous vigilance seemed equally fatal
to any secret’attempt.. Boone, however, was possessed of
a temper admirably adaptedto'the eircumstances in which
he was ;rl:x-.‘l_-li. Of a cold and ‘r“;iflll‘[?il]&, rather than an ar-
dent disposition, he was never eithersomuch elevated by good
fortune or L‘leln['r._'.«':é-.f-.l by bad, as to loose for an instant the
full possession of all his faculties. He saw that immediate
escape was impossible, but he encouraged his companion,
and constrained himself'to aecompany the Indians in alltheir
excursions, with so calm and contented an air, that their vi-
gilance insensibly began to relax.

On the seventh evening of their captivity, they encamp-
ed in a thick canecbrake, and having built a large fire, Iny
down torest. The party whose duty it was to watch, were
weary and negligent, and about midnight, Boone, who had
not closed an éye, aseertained from the deep breathing all a-
vound him, that the whole party, including Stuart, wasina
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deep sleep. “Gently and gradually extricating himself from
the Indians wholay around him, he walked cautlously to the
spot where Stuart lay, and having succeeded in awakening
him, withont alarming the rest, he briefly informed  him of
his determination, and exhorted him to'arise, make no noise
and follow him. Stnart, although ignorant of the design;
and suddenly roused from sleep, fortunately obeyed with e-
qual silence and celerity, and withina few minutes they
were beyond hearing.  Rapidly traversing the forest, by the
light of the starsand the barks of the trees, they ascerfained
the direction in which the camp lay, but upon reaching it on
the next day, to their great grief, they found it plundered and
deserted, with nothing remaining to show the fate of their
companions: and even to the day of his death, Boone knew
not whether they had been Killed or taken, or had voluntari-
Jy'abandoned their cabin'and returned. Here,ina few days
they were accidentally joind by Boone’s brother and another
man, who had followed them from Carolina, and fortunatels
stumbled upon their camp. This accidental meeting in the
bosom of a vast wilderness, gave great reliefto the tweblolh-
ers, although their joy was soon o\ucast

Baone and Stuart, in a second excuysion, were again pur-
sued by savages, and Stuart was shot and scalped, while
Boone fortunately escaped. ~ As usual, he has not mention-
ed particulars, but barely stated the event, Withina few
days they sustained another calamity, if possible still more
distressing. Their only remaining companion was benight-
ed ina himting excursion, and while encamped in the woods

alone, was attacked and devoured by the wolves,

The two brothers were thus left in the wilderness, alone,
separated by several hundred miles from home, surrounded
by hostile Indians, and destitute of every thing but their ri-
fles.  After having had such melancholy experience of the
dangers to which they ywere expesed, we would naturally
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sappose thit their fortitude would have given way, and that
they would instantly have returned to the settlements. But
the most remarkable feature in Boone’s character, was a
calm and cold equanimity shich rarely rose to enthusiasm,
aud never sunk to despondence. = IHis courage underyalued
the danger.to which he was exposed, and his presence of

-.m?.ﬁ-ll %
e

mind, which never forsook him, enabled him, on all accasions
to take the hest means of mmmng it, - The wilderness, with
allits dangers and privations, had a charm for him, whichis

»
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seavcely conceivable by one brought up in a city;and he
determined toremain alone, while "his brother  returned to
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Carolina for an additional supply of ammunition, as their ori=
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ginal supply was nearly exhausted.” His situation we should

now suppose 1n the highest degree gloomy and- dispiyiting.

R

The dangers which attended his brother on his return were
nearly-equalto his own; and each had left a wife and chil-
dren; which Booneacknowledged cost him many an anxious

thonght, =“But the wild and solitary grandeur of the country
around himy where not a tree-had been cut, nor a house erec-
ted, was to him an inexhaustible source of admi ation and

and he says himself, that*some of the most raptur-

his life were spent in those Ir":m-]" rambles.

oS momenis of
The utmost caution was necessary to-avoid the savages, and
searcely less to escape the ravenous hunger of the avolves
that prowled nightly around him in inmense numbers,  He
was compelled frequently to shift his lodging,” and by un-
doubted signs, saw that the Indians had 1(.1]&.;11{-,{}1}' visited his
hut during his absence. He sometimes-lay-in canebrakes,
without fire, and heard the vells of the Indians around him.
Fortunately, however, he never encountered them.

On the 27th of July, 1770, his brother returned with a
supply of ammunition; and with a hardihood, which appears
almiost incredible, they ranged through the country in every
direetion, and withoutinjury, until March, 1771.  They the
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returned to North Carolina, where Daniel rejoined his fami-
Iy, after an absence ofthree years, during nearly'aiﬂie-.whole
of which time, he had never tasted bread or salt,” nor seen
the face of a single white man with the exceptionof his
brother, and the two friends who had been killed. - He here
determined tosell bis farm and’ remove with his family to
the wilderness of Kentucky—an. astonishing instance of
hardihood, and we should even sayindiflerence to his family,
if it were not that his character ias: uniformly been repre-
<ented asmild and humane, as it was bold and fearless.
Accotdingly, on the 25th of September, 1771, having dis-
posed.of all the property which he could not take with him,
ke took leave of his friends and commenced his journeyto
ihe west. A number of milch’cows and horses, laden with
o fow necessary household utensils, formed the whole ‘of his
baggage. Eiswife and children were mounted on horse-
back and accompanied him, every one regarding - them as

devoted to destruction.  In Powel’s valley, they

were joined
by five more f: ies and forty men well armed. Enceur-
:d by this accession of strength, they advanced with-ad-
ditional confidence, but had seon aisevere warning of thefir=
ther dangers which awaited - them. - When near Cumber-
land meuntain; their rear was suddenly attacked with great

fury by & scouting party of Indians, and thrown 1nto consid-

m

erable confusion. The party, however, soon rallied, and
heing accustomed to Indian warfare, returned the fire with

such spirit-and effect, thatithe Indians were repulsed with

slaughter. 'Fheir own losg; however, hmd been severe. = Six
men were killed upon the spot, and one wounded: Among
the killed wasBoone’s sldest son—to the: unspeakable afflic-
tion of his family, - The disorder and griefoccasionedby this
raugh reception, seems: to.have affected the emigrantsdeep-
ly, as they instanfly retrdced their stepsto the seitlements on
Clinch river, forty miles’ from the scene of action. Hexe

5:’[‘
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they remamed until June, 1774, probabiy at the requestof *=
the women, who must have been greatly alarmed at the pros
pect of plunging more deeply into a country, upon the skirts

of which, they had witnessed so keen and bloedy a conflict
At this time, Boone, at the request of Goyvernor Dunmore,

of Vireinia, condueted a number of surveyors to the falls of
Ohio, a distance. of’ eizht hundred miles. Of: the incidents
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of thisjourney, we have no vecord whatever After-hisre-
turn, he was i;ii:df-ﬂ:‘.l under Dunmore until ]. 775 1in sevezal
affairs'with the Indians,and at the solicitation of some gen-
tlemen of North Carolina, he attended at a treaty with the

T 4 ‘." > 43 ande ot {
Cherokees, for the purpose of purchasing the lands south ol
Kentucly river. With-his usual - brevity, Boone hasomit:

e A

e b
e

ted to inform us of the particulars of this conference, or.of
the peculiar character of the businessupon which he was
sent. By the aid of Mr. Marshall’s valuable history, howey._
er, we are enabled to supply this silence—at least with re-
sard 1o the latter circumstance, - It seems, that the Chero-
kees living u':zh:n the chartered limits of the state of North

i laimed all the land south-of the Kentucky asfay

ST S

!I'\l

hat Col. Richard Henderson and
some other gentlemen, animated by the glowing deseription

rIVer.

of the fe 11151-'. of the soil, which Boone and his brother had

givenupon their return, determined to purchase the whole of

this immense traet from the ('-h{"'« kees, and employ Boone as
their agent.- The Cherokees gladly parted with an empty
title, for a solid, although moderate recompense, “and Hen-
derson and his friends instantly prepared to take possession,
relying upon the validity of their deed from the Indians.
Unfortunately, however, for the success of these speculators,

Kentucky Iu_\ within the limits of Virginia, according fo the
old eharter of King James, and that state accordingly claim-

ed for herself solely, the privilege of purchasing the Indian
title to lands lying within her own limits. - She lost no time
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ilierefore, in pronouucing the treaty of Henderson ‘null and
void, as it regarded his own title—although by ratheran ex-
ceptionable process of reasoning, they determined thatit was
obligatory upon the Indians, so far as regarded the ‘extine-
sion of their title.  Whether or not the reasoning was good,
[ cannot pretend to say—but supported as it was by the at=
thority of a powerful state, it was made good, and Hender-
son’s golden dreams completely vanished. | He and his as-
anciates, however, received:a liberal grant of land lyiag on
Groen river, asa compensation for the expense and - danger
which they had incurred in prosecuting their settiement.

it was under the auspices of Henderson, that Boone’s next

visit te Kentucky was made, = Leaving his family on Cllineh -

river, hesat outat the head of a few men, to mark outaroad for
the pack horses or wagons of Henderson’s party. This la-
horious and dangerous duty, he executed with his usual pa

!

tient fortitude, until he came within fiteen milesof the spot

where Boonsborough “afterwards was butlt, Here, on the
29nd of March, his small party was attaclked by the Indians,
:

and suffered a loss of four men killed and wounded, - The

Indians, althoug repulsed with loss in this affair, remewed
the attack with equal fury on the" next day,and killed and

wounded five more of his party. - On-the Jst of April, the

survivors began to build a small fort on the Kentucky river,
afterwards called Boonsborough, and on the 4th, they were
again attacked by the Indians, and lost another man. Not:
withstanding the harrassing attacks to which they were con-
stantly exposed, (for the Indians seemed enraged to madness
at the prospect of their building houses “on their -hunting
oround,) the work was prosecuted with indefatigable dili-
gence, and on the 14th was completed.

Boone instantly returned to Clinch river for his family, de-
termined to bring them with him at every risk. This was
done as soon-as the journey could be performed, and Mrs.
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Boone and herdaughters were the first white'women who
stood upon the banks of the Kentucky river, as Boone him

self had been the first white man who ever built a cabin up~
on the borders of the state, 'I'he first house, however, which
ever stood in the wnierior of Kentucky, was erected at Har-
rodsburgh, in the ~year 1774, by James Hazrrod, who con-
ducted to this place a party of hunfers from the banks of the
Monongahela. This place was, therefore,a few months ol-
derthan Boonsborough, Both soon became distingnishedyas
the only places in which hunters and surveyors eould find se-
curity from the fury of the Indians,

Within a few weeks after the arrival of Mrs. Boone and
her daughters, the  infant colony was reinforced by three
more families, at the head of whichwere Muys, MeGary, Mus.
Hogan and Mrs. Denton.  Boonsborough, heweyer, was the
central objectof Indian hostilities, and scarcely had his fam-
ily become domesticated in their new possession, when they
were suddenly altacked by a party of Indians, and lost one
of their garrison.: ‘This. was on the 24th of December,

1 i

[n the following July, however, @ mueclimore alarming in-
cident occurred. One of his daughters, m eompany with a
Miss Calloway, were amusing themselvesin the immediate
neighborhood of the fort, whena party of Indians,suddenly
rushed out of a. canebrake, and intercepting their return,
took them prisoners. The screams of the terrified  givls,
quickly alarmed the family. The small garrison was. dis-
persed in theirusual occupations; but Boone hastily collected
a small party of eight men, and pursued the enemy. Soanuch
time, however, had been lost, that the Indians had gotien sev-
eral miles the start of them.  The pursuit was urged through
the night with great keenness, by woodsmen capable of fol-
lowing a trail at all times, and on the following day they
cameup with them. The attack was sosudden and furious.
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: that the Indians were driven from their ground before they
¥ had leisure to tomahawk their prisoners, and the girls were

: 3 recovered without haying sustained any other injury, than

3 excessive fright and fatigue. Nothing but a barren outline

- 3 of this interesting occurrence has been given. We know no-
5| thing of the conduct of the Indians to their captives, or of
i ° the situation of the young ladies during the short engage-
i ment, and cannot yenture to fill up the outline from imagina-
s | tion. The Indians lost two men, while Boone’s party was

uninjured.

1 From this time until the 15th of April, i777, the gar-
='i rison was incessantly harrassed by flying parties of Indians,
While ploughing their corn, they were waylaid and shot ;
while hunting, they were chased and fired upon; and some-
2 {imes a solitarv Indian would creep ap near the fort, in the
e night, and fire upon the first of the garrison who appeared
in the morning. 'They were ina constant state of anxiety
and alarm, and the most ordinary duties could only be per-
formed at the risk of theirlives.

On the 15th of April, the enemy appeared in largé num-
bers, hoping to crush the infant settlement ata single blow.
Boonsborough, Logan’s fort and Harrodsburgh were attack-
od at oné and the same time. But, destitute asthey were of
3 artillery, scaling ladders, and all the proper means of redu-
G cing fortified places, they could only distress the men, alarm
the women and destroy the corn and cattle, Boonsborough
R sustained some loss, as did the other stations, but the enemy
being more exposed, suffered so severely as to retire with

precipitation.

No rest, however, was given to the unhappy garrison.
On the 4th of July following, they were again attacked
by two hundred warriors; and again repulsed the enemy
with loss. - The Indians retreated, but a few days after-
wards, fell upon Liogan’s station with great fury, hayving
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sent detachments to alarm the otherstations, soastoprevent’

the appearance of reinforcements to Logan’s. In this last
attempt, they displayed great obstinacy, and as the garrison
consisted only of 15 men, they were reducedto extremity.
Not a moment could be allowed for sleep. ~Burning ar-
rows were shot upen the vgofs of the houses, and the Indi-
ans often pressed boldly up to the gates, and attempted to
hew them down with their tomahawks:  Fortunately, at
this-eritical time, Col. Bowman arrived from Virginia with
one hundred men well armed, and the savages precipitately
withdrew, leaying the garrison almost exhausted with fa-
tigue, and reduced to twelve men.

A brief period of reposer now followed, in-which the set-
tlers endeavored to repair the damages done to their farms.
But a period of heavy trial to Boone and his family wasap:
proaching. . In January, 1778, accompanied by thirty men,

Boone went to the Blue Licks to make salt for the different
stations; and on'the 7th of February following, while out
hunting, he fell in with ene hundred and two Indian warri-
ors, on their march to attack Boonshorough. He instantly
fled, but being npwards of fifty yearsoldywas unable to con-
tend with the fleet young men who pursued him, and was 4
second time taken prisoner. - As usual he was treated with
kindness until his final fate was determined, and was led
bhack to the Licks, where his' men were still tncamped
Here his whole party, to the numher of twenty .seven, sur-
rendered themselves, upon promise of life and good treat-
ment, both of which conditions were faithfully observed.
Had the Indians prosecuted their enterprise, they might
perhaps, by showing their prisoners, and threatening to put
them to the {orture, have operated so far upon the. sympa-
thies of the garrisons, as to have obtained considerable re-
sults, . But nothing of the kind was attempted, = They had
already been unexpectedly successful, and itis their custom,

al
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-4fter either good or bad fortune, immediately to return home
and enjoy the triumph. ~Boone and his party were condue-
ted to the old town of Chillicothe, where they remained un-

4l the following March.. No journal was written during

this period, by either Boone or his party. We are onlyin-
formed that his mild and patient equanimity, wrought pow-
erfully upon the Indians; that he was adopted into a family,
and uniformly treated with the utmost affection. One fact
is given us which shows his acute observation, and knowl-
edge of mankind. Al the various shooting matches to which
he was invited, he took care notto beat themioo often.” He
Knew that no feeling is more painfiil than that of inferiority,
and thatthe most effectual way of keeping them in a goed ho-
ror with Aim, was to keep them in a good . humor with
themselves.  He, therefore, only shot well enough, to make
it an honor to beat him, and found himself an universal fa-
vorite.

Tt is much to be regretted, that some of our wits and ego-

=

tists, of both sexes, could not borrow a little of the sagaci-

ty of Boone, and recollect, that when they engross the atten-
tion of the company, and endeayor mostio shine, thatin-
stead of being agreeable, in nine casesout of ten they are on-
Iy bores.

On the 10th of March, 1778, Boone was conducted to De-
troit, when Goyernor Hamilton himself, offered £100 for
his ransom; but so strong was the aflection of ihe Indians
for their prisoner, that it was positively refused. Several
English gentlemen, touched with sympathy for his misfor-
tunes, made pressing offers of money and other articles, but
Boone steadily refused to receive henefits which he could
never return. 'Theoffer was honorable to them, and the re-
fusalwas dictated by rather too refined a spirit of indepen-
dence. Boone’s anxiety on account of his wife and children,

was incessant, and the more intolerable, as he dared not ex-
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cite the suspicion of the Indians by-any indication of a wish
to rejoin them,

Upon his return from Detroit, he observed that one hun-
dred and fifty warriors of various tribes had assembled, pain-
ted and equipped for an expedition against Boonsborough.
His anxiety at this sight became ungovernable, and he de-
termined, at every risk, to effect his escape. During the
whole of this agitating period, however, he permitted no
symptoms of anxiety to escape him, He hunted and shot
with them, as usual, until the morning of the 16th of June,
when, takingan early start, he left Chillicothe, and directed
his route to Boonshorough. - The distance exceeded one hun;
dred and sixty miles, but he performed it in four days, during
which he ate only one meal. He appeared before the gar-
rison like one risen from the dead. His wife, supposing him
killed, had transported herself, children and property to her
father’s house, in North Carolina; his men, suspecting no
danger, were dispersed in their ordinary avocations, and the
works had been permitted to gotoavaste. . Not a moment was
to be lost. The garrison worked day and night upon the
fortifications, - New gates, new flanks and deuble “hastions,

were soon completed. The cattle and horses were brought
into the fort, ammunition prepared, and every thing made
ready for the approach of the enemy within ten days after his
arrival. At this time,one of his companions in captivity ar-
rived from Chillicothe, and announced that his eseape had
determined the Indians to delay the invasion for three weeks.
During this interyal, it was ascertained that numerous
spies were traversing the woods and hevering around the
station, doubtless for the purpose of observing andzreporting
the condition of the garrison. Their report could not have
been favorable. Thealarm had spread very generally, and
all were upon the alert. The attack was delayed so long,
that Boone began to suspect that they had been discouraged
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by the report of thespies; and he determined to invade them.
Seleciing nineteen men from his garrison, he put himself at
their head, and marched with equal silence and celerity, a-
gainst the town of Paint Creek, on the Scioto, e arrived,
without discoyery, within four miles of the town, and there
encountered a party of thirty warriors on their march to u-
nite with the grand army in the expedition against Boons-
borough. Instantly attacking them with great spirit, he
compelled them to give way with some loss, and without any
injury to himsolf  He then halted, and sent two spies in ad-
vance toascertain the condition of the village. In a few
hours they returned with the inteliizence, that the town was
evacuated. He instantly concluded - that the grand army
was upon its march against Boonsborongh, whose situation,
as woll as his own, was exceedingly critical. etracing his
steps, he marched day and night, hoping still to elude the en-
emy and reach Boonsborough before them. He soon fell in
with their trail, and making a circuit to avoid them, he pas
sed their army on the sixth day of his march,and on the se-
venth reached Boonsborough. ' .

Qa the eizhth, the enemy appeared in grgat'forée.' Therc
were nearly five. hundred Indian warriors, armed and paint-
ed in their usual manner, and svhat was still more formida-
ble, they were conducted by Canadian officers, well skilled
in the usages of modern warfare. Assoon as they were ar-
rayed in front of the fort, the Britich colors were displayed,
and an officer with a flag wassentto demand the surrender of -
the fort, with a promis of quarter and good treatment in case
of complinnee, and threatening ¢“the hatchet,” in case of a
storm. Boone requested two days for consideration; which,
in defiance of all experience and common sense, was grant-
ed.~ This interval, as usual, was employed in preparation
for an obstinate resistance. The cattle were brought into
the fort, the horses secured, and all things made ready against

6
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the commencement of hostilities, . Boonethen assembled the
carrison, and represented to them the condition in which
they stood. They had not now to deal with Indians alone,
but with British officers, skilled in the artof attacking forti-
fied places,snfficiently numerous to direct,but too few to re-
strain their savage allies. " If they surrendered, their lives
mightand probably would be saved; but they woald suffer
juuch inconvenience, and must loose all their property. If
they resisted, and were overcome, the life of every mam, wc-
man and child would be sacrificed.  The hour wasnow
come in which they were to determine what was to be done.
If they were inclinedto surrender, he would announce- it'to
the officer: if they were resolved to maintain the fort, he
would share theiv fate, whether in life orin death. He had
scarcely finished, when every man arose and ina firm tone
annonnced his determination to defend the fort to the last.
Boone then appeared at the gate of the fortress, and eom-
municated to Capt. Duquesne the resolution of his men.
Disappointment and eliagrin®were strotigly paintedupon the
face of the Canadian at this answers but endeayoring to dis-
suise his feelings, he declared thatGovernor Hamilton had
ordered him not to injure the menif it conld be avoided, and
that if nine of the principal inhabitants of the fort would come
ont into the plain and treat with them, they would instantly
depart without farther “hostility. The insidious nature of
this proposal was evident, for they could converse very well
from where they then stood, and going out would only place
the officers of the fort at the merey of the savages—notio
mention the absurdity of supposing that this army of warni-
ors would great,” but upon such terms as pleased “them, and
no terms were likely to do so, short of a total abandenment
of the country. Notwitbstanding these obyious objections,
the word “treat,” sounded-so pleasantly in the ears of the be-
sieged, that they agreed at once to the proposal, and Boone

! L)
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himself, attended by cight of his men, went out and mingled
with the savages, who crowded around them in great num-
bers, and with countenances of deep anxiety. The treaty
then commenced and was soon concluded. What the terms .
wore. we are not informed, nor is it a matter of theleastim-
ortance, as the whole wasa stupid and shallow artifice.
This was soon made manifest. - Duquesne, after many very
pretty periods about the “bienfaisance and humanite” which
should accompany the warfare of civilized beings, at length
nformed Boone, that it wasa custom with the Indians, uj;on
the conclusion of a treaty with the whites, for two warriors
tatale hold of the hand of each white man.  Boone thought
this rather a singular custom, but there wasno time to dis-
pute about ctiquette, particularly, ashe could not be more n
their power than he already was; so he signified s willmg-
ness to conform to the Indian'mode of cementing friendship.
Instantly, two warriors approached each white man, with
the word “brother”™ upon their lips, but a very different ex-
pression in their eyes, and grappling him with violence, at-
tempted to bear him off. They probably (uniess totallyan-
fatuated,) expected such a consummation,and ali‘atthe sarmc
moment sprung from their enemies and ran to the fort, under
a heavy fice, which fortunately only wounded dne man.
We look here in vain for the prudence and sagacity which
usually distinguished Boone. Indeed there seems to have
heen a contest between him and Duquesne, as to whicl should
display the greater quantum of shallowress. Theplot it-
solf was unworthy of a child, and the execution beneath con-
tempt. _For after all this treachery, to permit his prisonor
to escape from the very midst of his warriors, who cer-
tainly might have thrown themsclves between Boone and the
fort, argues a poverty or timidity, on the part of Duquesne,
truly despicable.
The attack instantly commenced by a heavy firc against

;"_
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the picketing, and was returned with fatal accuracy by the
garrison,  The Indians quickly sheltered themselves, and
the action becams more cautiousand deliberate. I'inding
but little effect from the fire of his -men, Duguesne next re-
sorted toa more formidable mode of attack. The fort stood
on the southbank-of theriver, within sixty yards.of the wa-
ter. - Commeneing under the bank; where their operations
were concealed from the garrison, they attempted to push a
mine into the fort,  Their object, however, was: fortunately
discoyered by the quantity of fresh earth whicl'they were
compelled to throw into the river, and by which the water-be-
came muddy: for some distance below. - Boone, who had re-
cained his usual sagacity, instantly et a trench within the
fort in such a- manner as to intersect the line of their ap-
proach, and thus frustrated their design.  The enemy:ex-
hausted all' the ordinary artifices of Indian warfare, but
were steadily repulsed in every effort. Iinding their num-
bers daily thinned by the deliberate but fatal fire of the gat-
rison, and seeing no prospeet of final success, they broke
up on the ninth day of the siege, and returned home. The
loss of the garrison,was {wn men killed and four wounded:
On the part of the savages, thirty seven wereliilled and ma_
ay wounded, who, as usual, were all carried off.  This was
the last siege sustained by Boounsborough. The country had
increased so rapidly in numbers, and so many other stations
lay between Boonsborough and the Ohio, that the savages
could not reach it, without leaving enemies in the rear.

1 the autumn of this year, Boone returnedto North Car-
olina for his wife and family, who. as already observed, had
supposed him dead,and returned to her father. Thereisa
hint in Mr. Marshall’s history, that the family affairs which
detained him in North Carolina, were of an unpleasant char-
acter, but no explanation is given.

In thesummer of 1780, he returned to Kentucky with his
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family, and settled at Boonsborough. ~Here he continued
pusily engaged upon his farm until the 6th of October, when,
accompanied by his brother, he went to the Lower Blue
Licks, for the purpose of providing himself with salt.. This
spot seemed fatal to Boone. Here, he had once teen taken
prisoner by the Indians, and here he was destined, within

two years, to loose his youngestson, and to witness the slaugh-

ter of many of his dearest friends.  His present visit was not
free from calamity. ~Upon their return, they were encouk-
tered by a party of Indians, and his brother, who had accomn-
panied him faithfully through many years of toil and dan-
ger, was killed and scalped before his eyes. Unable either
to prevent or-avenge his death, Boone was compelled to fiy,
and by his superior knowledge of the country, contrived to
elude hispursuers, They & lowed his trail, however, by
the scentof a dog,that pressed him closely, and prevented
his concealing himself. ~ Thiswas® one of the most critical
moments of his life, but his asual coolness and fortitude en-
abled him to meetit. e halted until the dog, baying loud-
Jy upon his trail, came within gunshot, whenhe deliberately
wurned and shot him dead. The thickness of the woods and
the approach of darkness, then enabled hinrto effect his es
cape. '

During the following year, Bsonsborongh enjoyed uninter-
rupted tranquility. ~"Phecountry had become comparative-
Iy thickly sottled; and was studded with fortresses in every
direction, Fresh emigrants with their families were con-
stantly arriviog; and many young unmarried ‘women; (who
had heretofore been extremely scarce,)had ventured to risk
themselves in Kentucky. They could not have seleeted a
spof, where their merit was more’ properly appreciated, and

were disposed of very rapidly to the young hunters, most of

whom had hitherto, fromn necessity, remained bachelors.
Thriving settlements had been pushed beyond the Kentucky
6* e
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river. and a number of houses had been built where Lexing-
now stands.

The year 1781 passed away in perfect  tanquility, and

EOGD

judging from appearances, nothing was more distant, thanthe
terrible strnggle which'awaited them. © But during the whole
of this year, the Indians were nieditating a desperate effort,

toerush the settlements at a single blow. "They had become

seriousty alarmed at the tide of emigration, which rolled o-
ver the couniry, and threaténed to convert their fayoritehun-
tinegrennd  into one vast:-cluster of villages. The game
hade 1lready heenmuch dispersed, the scttlers or iginally weak
and scattered over the south side of the IKentucky river, had
now become  numerous, and: were rapidly extending. to-the
Ohio.- One vigorons and united effort mightsti ill crush their
:nemies, and-regain for themselves the ur 1disputed posses-
sion of the western forests. A few renegade white men,
were minsled with them, and  inflamed their wild pass tons,
by dwe!linﬁ upan the injuries which they had ever sustained
at the hands of the whites; and ofithe  necessity for instant
and vigorous n:~:r:z~ii-m_. or of an eternal surrender of every
s or yengeance, - Among these the most

!lf:':?"' either of .
~emarkable was Simon Girty. Runners were despatchedto
most of the north.vestern tribes, and all were exhorted to
Jay aside private j ealousy, and unite in & common cause a-
rainst these white intruders. Inthe mean time, the settlers
were busily employed in opening farme, marrying and giv-
ing in marriage, totally - ignorant of the storm which was
gathering upon lir L.ti es

Inthe %lJl‘!lij__‘_ of \ 1782, .111*,1\1 Ilmfr interval of repose, []IM.'
were harrassed by ::umll parties, who preceded the main bo
dy, as the pattering and irregular drops of rain, are the pre-
cursors of the appr oaching storm. In the month of May, a
p'lrh,’ of twenty five Wyandots, secretly approached E still’s
station, and committed shocking outragesin its vicinity. En-
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{ering & cabin, which stood apart firom the rest, -ﬂi‘ey seized
a woman and her two daughters, who having been violated
with circumstances of savage barbarity, were tomahawked
and scalped. Their bodies, yet warm and bleeding, were
found upon the floor of the cabin.  The nuighhorhood was
instantly alarmed, Capt. Estill speedily collected a bodyof
twenty five men, aud pursued their teail with great rapidity.
He came up with themon Hinkston fork of Licking, imme-
diately afterthey had crossed it, and amost severe and des-
perate conflict ensued. The Indians, at first appeared daua-
ted and began to fly, but their chief, who was badly wound-
ed by the first fire, was heard in a loud voice, ‘ordering
them to stand and return the fire, which was instantly obe}:‘—
od.  The creek ran between the two parties, and prevented
a charge on either side, without the certainty of great loss.
The - parties, therefore, consisting of precisely the same
number, formed an irregular line, within fifty yards of each
other, and sheltering themselves behind trees or logs, they
fired with deliberation, as an object presented itself. The
only manceuvre, which the nature of the ground permitt&d,
was to extend their lines in such a manger as touncover the
flank of the enemy, and even this was extremely ‘dangerous,
as every motion exposed them fo'a close and deadly fire.
The action, therefore was chiefly stationary, neither party
advancing or retreating, and every individual acting for
himself. It had already Jasted more than an hour, with-
out advantage on either side or any prospect of ifs termina:
tion. - Capt. Estill bad lost one third of hismen, and had mn-
flicted about an equal loss upon his enemies, who still boldly
maintained their ground, and refurned his fire with equal
gpirit. Tohave persevered in the Indian mode of fighting,
would have exposed his party 10 certain death, one by one,
unlessall the Indians should be killed first, who, however.
had at least an equal chance with humself., Even victory,
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bought at sucha  price, would have afforded but” a* melan-
choly triumph; yet it was impossible to retreat or advance
without exposing his men to the greatest danger. After
coolly revolving these refiections in his mind, and observing
that the enemy exhibited no symptonis of discouragement,

Capt, Bistill determined todetacha party of six men, under
Lieut. Miller, with orders to cross the ereek above, and take
the Indians in flank, while he maintained his gronnd, ready
But hehad
The In-

to co-operate, as circumstances mightrequire.
to deal with an enemy equally bold and sagacious.
dian chief was quicklyaware of the ‘division cf the force
opposed to him, from the slackening ~of the fire in front, and
readily conjecturing his object, he (_’.{fh::'iul::tf:! to frustrate it
by erossing the creck with his whale force,and overwhelming
Estill, now weakened by the absence of Millet, The ma-
“noeuvre was bold and'masterly, and was exccuted with de-
termined courage, ~Throwing themselves into the water,
they fell upon Bstill with the tomahawk, and drove himbe-
fore them with staughter. “Millers ‘party retreated with
precipitation, and even' lie under the “repreach .ui’{'cscrting
their friends, and absconding, instead of oceupyitiz the'de-
5i:;uxni.q:r1 around. - Others contr: wdiet this statement, and af-
frm that Miller punc 51.:1”1. executed His orders, crossed the
creek, and falling in with the enemy, was compelled to retive
with loss. We think it probable, that the h]l_-s;[n:-j rushed up-
on [still, as above mentioned, and having defeated-him, re-
erossed the ereck and attacked Miller, thus eulting up their
enemy indetail. Istil’s party finding themselves (uriously
charged, and receiving no assistance from Milles, who was
probably at that time-on the other side of the ecrecls, in the
execution of his orders, would naturally consider themselves
deserted, and when aclamor of that kind is onee raised a-
gainsta man, (particularly ina defeat,) the voice cf reason

ean no longer be heard. Some scapegoat is always neces-
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eary. The broken remains of the detachment returned to the
station, and filled the country with consternation andalarm,
greal'ly disproporlluned to the extent of the loss, - The brave
fstill with eight of his men had fallen, and four more wese
woundsd, more than half of their original number.

This, notwithstanding the smallness of the numbers,isa
yery remarkable action, and perhaps, more honorable to the
Indians than any other oneon record. The numbers, the
arms, the courage and the position of the parties were equal.
Both were composed. of good marksmen, and - skilful woods-
men. - There was nosurprise, no panic, nor any particnlar
accident, according to the most probable account which de-
cided the action. A delicate manmuyre, on the part of Xis-
till, gave an advantage, which was promptly seized by the
Indian chief;, and a bold and masterly movement decided the
fate of the day. The great battles of A usterlitz and Wa-
aram, exhibit the same error on the part of one commander,
and the same decisive and successful step on the part of the
other. The Arch Duke Charles extended his line to take
the French in flank, and thereby weakened bis centre, which
was instantly broken by a rapid charge of the whole Ifrench
army.
than that of Estill, and the first great checls which Bonoparte
received, (that of Eylan,) was chiefly oecasioned by weak-
ening his {ront in order to assail the enemy in rear. It re-
quires, however, great boldness and promptitude in the op-
posite leader, to take advantage of it. A cautious and wary
Jeader, will be apt to let the golden opportunity pass away,
antil the detachment has reached his flank, and it is then tao
late. The English military critics, censure our WaAsHING-
zox for hesitation of this kind at Brandywine. T'hey say,
that when the detachment of Cornwallis, was absent on 1ts
march to take the Americans in flank, Washington should

have crossed with his whole force, and have fallen upon

No movement seems more- delicate: andsdansorous.
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Kniphausen.  Lee saysthat such a manceuvre was coniems
plated, but was prevented by false intelligence.

The news of Estill’s disaster, was quickly: succecded by
another, scarcely less startling to the alarmed settlers. Cap-
tain Holder, at the head of seventeen men, pursued a party
of Fndians who had taken two boys from the neighborhood
of Hoy's station, ITe overtook them: after’arapid pursuif,
and in the severe action which ensued, was repulsed with the
loss of more than half' his party.  The tide of successseent-
ed eompletely turned in favor of the Indians. . 'Theytra-
versed the woods in every direction, sometimes singly, some-
timesin small parties, and kept the settlers in  constant a-
larm.

At length, early in August, the grand eflort was made
The allied Indian army, composed of detachments{rom near-
Iy all the northwestern tribes, and amounting to nearly six
hundred men, commenced their march {rom Chillicothe, un-
der the eomimand of their respective chiefs, aided and influ-
encedl by Girty, MeKee and other renegado white men.
With a seerecy and eelerity peculiar to themselyes, they ad-
vanced throngh the weods without givingthe slightest indi.
cations of their approach, and on the night'of'the 14th of
Auigust; they appeared before Bryant’s station, as suddenly
as if they had risen from the earth, and surrounding it on all
sides, calmly awaited theapproach of daylight, holding them-
selves in readiness to rush in upon the inhabitants the mo-
ment that the gates were opened in the morning. — The su-

preme influence of fortune in war, was never more strikingly
displayed.  The garrison had determined to march at day-
hight on the following morning, to. the assistance of Hoy’s
station, from which a messenger had arrived the evening be-
fore, with the mtellizence of Holder’s defeat. Had the In-
dians arrived only a few hours later, they would have found
the fort eccupied only by old men, women and children, who
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could not have resisted their attack for a moment. ~As it
was, they found the garrison assembled and uuder arms,
most of them busily engaged throughout the whole night, {n
preparing for an early march on the following MOrning.
The Indians could distinetly hear the bustle of preparation,
and  see lights glancing from block houses and cabins during
the night, which must have led them to suspect that theirap-
proach had been discovered.  All continued tranquil during
the night, and Girty silently concerted the plan of attack.
The fort, consisting of about forty cabins placed in paral-
lol lines, stands upon a gentlerise on the southern bank of the
Elichorn, a {few paces tothe right of the road from Maysville
to Lexington, The garrisonwere supplied with water from
a spring at some distance from the fort on its Northwestern
side——a great exror, common to most of the stations, which, in
a close and long continued siege, must have suffered dread-

fully for want of water.

The great body of Indians placed themselves in ambush
within half rifle shot of the spring, while one hundred select
he spot where theroad now runs after
passing the creek, with orders to open a brisk fire and show
themselyes to the garrison on that side, for the purpose of
drawing them out, while the main  body held" themselves in
readiness to tush upon the opposite gate of the fort, hew it
Gown with their tomahaywks, and force their way into the
midst of the cabins. - Avdawnof day, the 'garrison paraded
ing to open  their gates and

men were plncr;d neart

under arms, and were prepar
march offas already mentioned, when they were alarmed by

a furious discharge of rifles, accompanied with' yells and
screams, which struck terrorto the hearts of the women and
children, and startled even the men. All ran hastily to the
picketing, and beheld a small party of Indians, exposed to
open view, firing, yelling and making the most furious ges-
tures. Theappearance was so singular, and so different
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from their usual manner of fighting, that some of the more
wary and experienced of thegarrison, instantly pronounced
ita decoy party, and restrained the young men from sallying
out and attacking them, as some of them were strongly dis-
posed to do. - 'Phe oppesite side of the fort was instantly
manned, and several hreaches in the picketing rapidly re-
[ paired.
suffering for water.
felt satisfied thata powerful party was in ambuscade neax
the spring, but at the same time they supposed that the Indi-

The more experienced of the garrison

ans would notunmask themselyes, until the fiting -upon the
opposite side of the fort was refurned with such warmth, as

to induce the belief that the {feint had succeeded. Acting

upon this impression, and yielding to the urgent necessity of

the case, they summoned all the women without exception,
and explaining-to them the circumstancesin which they were
placed, and the improbakLility thatany injury would be offer-
ed them, until the firing had been returned from the oppo-
site side of the fort, they urged them to go-in a body to the
spring, and each to bring up a bucket full of water.  Some
of the ladies, as was natural, had no relish for the underta-
king, and asked why the men could not bring wateras well
as'themselves! observing that fhey were not bullet proof.
and thatthe Indians made no distinction between male and
female scalps! To this it was answered, that swomen were
in the habit of bringing water every morning to the fort, and
that if' the Indians saw them engaged as usual, it would in-
duce them to believe that their ambuscade was undiscovered,

and that they would not unmask themselyes forthe sake of

firing at a few women, when they hoped, by remaining con-
cealed a few moments longer, to oblain complete possession
of the fort.  That if men shonld go down to the E';IJI'iug, the
Indians would immediately suspect that something was
wrong, would despair of succeeding by ambuscade, and

Their greatest distress arose {rom: the prospect of
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would instantly rush upon them. follow théminto: the fort,
orshoot them down at the spring. The decision was so0a
over. - A few of the boldest declared theirreadiness te brave
the danger, and the younger and more timid rallying in the -
rear of these veterans, they all marched down in a body'to
the 'spring, within point blank shot of more than five hun-
dred Indian warriors!  Some of the girls conld not help be-
traying symptoms of - terror, but the inarried women, in gene-
ral, moved with a steadiness and composure, which -com-
pletely deceived the Indians. Nota shot was fired. - The
party were permitted to fill their buckets, one after another,

without interruption, and although their steps became quick-

erand quickery on their return, and when near the-gate of
the fort, degenerated info a rather unmilitary celerity, atten-
ded with some” little crowding in passing the gate, yet not
rore than one fifth of the water was spilled, and the eyes of
the youngest had not dilated to more than double their ordi- _;
nary size.

Being now amply supplied with water, they sent out thix-
teen young men to attack the decoy party, withorders to fire
with great rapidity, and makesas much noise as possible,
but not to pursue. the enemy too- far, while the rest of the
carrison took post on the oppesite side of the fort, cocked
their guns, and stood in readiness to receive the ambuscade
as soon as it was unmasleed. - 'T'he firingof the light parties
on the Lexington road-was soon heard, and quickly became:
sharp and serious, gradually becouting more distant from the
fort. - Instantly, Girty sprung up at the head of his five hun-
dred watriors, and rushed rapidly upon the western gate,
ready to foree his way over the undefended palisades. in-
to this immense mass of dusky bodies, the garrison poured

- several rapid vollies of rifle balls with destructive effect.

Their consternation may be imagined.. With -wild cries
they dispersed onthe zight and left, and intwo minutes not
7
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anIndian was to be seen,  Atthe same time, the party who
had sallied out on the Lexington road, eame running into the
fort at the opposite gate in high spirits, and laughing heartily
at the successof their mangeuvre.
L8 I, = A regular attack, in the usual manner, then commenced,
A 5 0 without much effect on either side, until two o'clock in the
'y i i 38 afiernoon, when a new scene presented itself. = Upon the
], | ‘ o first appearance of the Indians in the morning, two of the
: i:ui' | S garrison, Tomlinson and Bell, had been mounted upon fleet
| I &1 horses, and sentat full speed to Lexington, announcing the
{ | " arrival of the Indians and demanding reinforcements. Up-
A on their arrival,a little after sunrise, they found the town oc-
it} | cupied only by women and children, and a few old men, the
s rest having marched at the intelligence of Holder’s defeat,
Fhs to the general rendezyous at Hoy's station. The two couri-
ers instantly followed at a gallop, and overtaking them on
the road, informed them of the danger to which Lexington
was expased during their absence. The whole party, a-
mounting to sixteen horsemen .and more than double that
numberon foot, with some additional yolunteers from Boone’s
station, instantly countermarched, and reﬁaired with all pos-
sible expedition to Bryant’s station. .They were entirely
ignorant of the overwhelming numbers opposed to them, or

8! they would have proceeded with more caution, Tomlinson
, Elap had only informed them that the station was surrounded, be-
7 ,hf ', ,I ey ing himself ignorant ‘of the numbers of the enemy. By
t '- ) . great exertions, horse and foot appeared before Bryant’s at
LRI twoin the afternoon, and pressed forward with precipitate
_ oallantry to throw themselves into the fort.  The Indians,
{ -'r : however, had been aware of the departure of the two cou-
ik 1 viers, who had, in fact, broken through their line in order to
give the alarm, and expecting the arrival of reinforcements,
had taken measures to meet them,
To the left of the long and narrow lane, where the Mays-
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ville and Lexington road now runs, there were more than

one hundred acres of green standing corn. 'Fhe usual road

from Lexington to Bryant’s, ran parallel tothe fence of this

field, and only a fow feot distant from it, On the opposite

side of the road was a thick wood, Here, more than three
hundred Indians lay in ambush, within pistol shot of the
road, awaiting the approach of the party. The horsemen
came in view at a timewhen the firing had ceased and eve-
ry thing-was quiet. Seeing no enemy, and hearing no noise,
they entered the lane at a gallop, and were instantly salu-
ted with a shower of rifle balls, from each side at thedis-
tance of ten paces. At the first shot, the whole “party set
spurs to their horses, and rode at full speed through a rolling
fire from either side, which continued for several hundred
yards, but owing partly to the furious rate at which they rode,
partly to the clouds of dust raised by the horses feet, they
all entered the fort unhurt.  The men on foot were less for-
tunate. They were advancing through the cornfield, and
might have reached the fort in safety, but for their eagerness
to succor their friends. Without reflecting, that from the
weight and extent of the fire, the enemy must have becn
ten times their number, they ranup with inconsiderate cour-
age, to the spot where the firing was heard, and there found
themselves ecut off from the fort, and within pisto! shot of
more than three hundred sayages. Fortunately, the Indian
guns had just been discharged, and they had not yet had
leisure to reload.  Af the sight of this brave body of foot-
men, however, they raised a hideous vell, and rushed upon
them, tomahawk in hand. Nothing but the high corn and
their loaded rifles, could have saved themn from destruction.
The Indians were cautious in rushing upon a loaded rifle,
with only a tomahawk, and when they halted to load their
pieces, the Kentuckiansran with great rapidity, turning and
dodging through the cornin every direction. Some entered
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the ‘wood and escaped-through the thickets of cane, sauie
were shot downin the corpfield, others maintained a run-
ning fight, halting ocecasionally behind frees and keeping
the enemy at bay with their rifles, for of all men, the In-
dians are generally the most cautionsin exposing themselves
to danger. A stout, active young fellow, was so hard pres-
sed by Girty and several savages, that he was compelled to
discharge his rifle, (however unwillingly, having no time
to're-load it,) and Girty fell. It happened, however, (liat
a piece -of thick soal leather was 11 his shot pouch at the
time, whichreceived the ball, and preserved his life, although
the force of the blow felled him to the eround. The sava-
ges halted upon his fall, and the youno man eseaped.  Al-
though the skirmish and race lasted for more than® an hour,
duving which the cornficld presented a scene of turmoil
and bustle which ean scarcely be conceived, yet very
few lives were lost.  Only six of the white men were
killed and “-EOunder];,,q'n_d.-p_;'qbﬁbly still fewer of the enemy,
as the whites never fired until absolately necessary, but re-
served their loads as a cheek upon the -énemy.. Had the In-
dians pursued them to Lexington, they misht have POSSESS-
ed themselves of it without resistanee, as there wasno force
there to eppose them; buf after following the fugitives for a
few hundred yards, they returned to the hopeless siege of the
fort.

It was now nedr: sunset, and the fire on both sides had
slackened. The Indians had become discouraged. Their
loss in the morning had been heavy, and the eountry was ey-
idently arming, and would soon be upon them, They had
made 0o impression upon the fort, and without artillery could
hope to make none. The chiefs spoke of raising the siege
and decamping, but Girty determined, since his arms had
been unavailing, to try the efficacy of negotiation. Neax
one of the bastions there was a. large stump, to which he
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crept on his hands and knees, and from which he hailed the

aarrison. - «He highly commended their courage, but assur-

od them, that further resistance would be madness, as he had

six hundred warriors with him, and was in hourly expeeta-

tion of reinforcements, with artillery, which would instantly

blow their eabins into the air; that if the fort was taken'by
storm, as it certainly would be, when their cannon arrived,
it would be impossible for him tosave their lives; but if they

surrenderedat once, he gave them his honor, that not a haiv
of their heads should be injured. He told them his name,
enquired whether they knew him, and assured them, that
they might safely trustfo hishonor.” The garrison listened
in silence to his gpeech, and many of them looked yery blank
at the mention of the artillery, asthe Indians had, on one oc-
casion, brought eannon with them, and destroyed two sta-
tions. - But a young man by the name of Reynolds, highly
distinguished for courage, energy,and a frolicksome gaiety of
temper, perceiving the effect of Girty’s speech, took upon
himself to reply to it.
garrison knew him?”?

To Girty’s enquiry of ‘“whether the
J'{v}';!uisf!:é I'(:Iilicil, “that he was very
well known—that he himself; had-a worthiess dog; to which
he had given the name of «Simon Girty,” in consequence
of his-striking resemblance to-the manof thatname. That
if he had either artillery or reinforcements, he might bring
them up and be That if either himself or any of
the naked raseals with him, found their way into the fort,
se theirguns against them, but would

they would disdain to u
drive them out again with switches, of which they had col-
lected a great number for that purpose alone; and finally, he
declared, that they also expected reinforcements—that the
whole country was marching to their assistance, and that if
Girty and his gabg of murderers remained twenty fourhours
fonger before the fort, their scalps would be found drying in
the sun upon the roof of their cabins.? - Girtytook great efs

e

{




8 SKETCHES: OF

o Kentuckian,

and retired with an expression of sorrow for the inevitable

fence at the tone and language of the youn

destruction which awaited them on the following morning.
e quickly rejoined the chiefs, and instant preparations were
made for raising the siege.. The night passed away in un:
interrupted tranquility, and at daylight  in the morning, the
Indian camp was found deserted.” Fires were still burning
brightly, and soveral picces of meat were left-upon tl.)cir
roasting sticks, from which itwas inferred that they hadire:
treated a short time before davlight.

Barly in the day, reinforcements began to dropin, and by
noon, one hmndred and sixty seven men were assembled at
Bryant’s station.  Col, Daniel Boone, accompanied by his
youngest son, headed a strong party from Boonsborouglhs;
Trige brought up the force from the neighborhood of Har-
rodsburgh, and Todd commanded the militia around Lexing-
ton. . Nearly a third of the whole number assembled, was
composed of commisioned officers, who hurried from a dis-
tance tothe scene of hostilities, and for the time took their
station in the ranks. Of these under the rank of ‘Colonel,
the most conspizuous were, Majors Havland, McBride, Me-
Gary, and Levy Todd, and Captains Bulger and Gordon.
Of the six last named officers; all fell in the subsequent bat-
tle, except Todd and McGary. Todd and Trigg, as senior

“olonels, took the command, although their authority seems
tn have been in a great measure nominal. That, however,
was of less consequence, as a sense of common danger is of-
ten more binding than'the strictest diseipline. A tumultuous
consultation, in which every one seems to have had a voice,
terminated in a unanimous resolution to pursue the enemy
without delay. - Ttwas well known that General Logan had
collected a strong force in Lincoln, and would join them at
farthest in twenty four hours. It was distinctly understood
that the enemy was at least double, and, according to Gir-

=
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ty’'s aceount, more than treble their own nu“mbeﬁ' eIt was
seon that their trail was broad and obyvious, and that even
some indications of a tardiness and willingness to be puﬁsu,-—_
ed, had been observed by their scouts, who had been sent
out to reconnoitre, and from which it might reasonably be
inferred that they would halt on the way——at least march so
Jeisurely as to permit them to wait for theaidof Logan! Yet
<0 keen was the ardor of officer and soldier, that all these ob=
vious reasons were overlooked, -and in the afternoon of the
18th of August, the line of march was taken up, andthe
pursuit urged with that precipitate courage which has so of-
ton been fatal to Kentuckians, ~Most of the officers and ma-
ny of the privates were mounied. '
The [ndians had followed the buffalo trace, and as if to
render their trail still more evident, they had chopped many
of the trees on each side of the: road with their hatchets.
These stong indications of fardiness, made some impression
upon the cool and caleulating mind of Boone, but it was too
late to advise retreat. They encamped that night in the
woods, and on the following day reached the fatal boundary
of their pui'snil‘. At the Lower Blue Licks, for the first
time since the pursuit commenced, they came within view
of‘an‘cnemy.  As the miscellaneous crowd of horse and
foot teached the southern bank of Licking, they saw a num-
her of Indians ascending the rocky ridge on the other side.
They halted upon the appearance: of the Kentuckians, gaz-
od at them for a few moments -in silence, and then' calmly
and leisurely disappeared over the top of the hill. - A halt
immediately ensucd. A ‘dozen or twenty offieers met in
front of the rapks, and entered into consultation. ~The wild
and lonely aspect of the country around them, their dis-
tance {rom any pointof support, with the certainty of their
being in the presence of a superior enemy, seems to haye in-
spired a portion of seriousness bordering upon awe. All
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eyes were now turned upon Boone, and Col. Todd asked his
opinion - as to whatshould be done. The veteran woods-
man, with his usual unmoved gravity, replied, “that their
situation was critical and delicate—that the force opposed to
them was undoubtedly numerous and ready for battle, as
might readily beseen from the leisurely retreat of the few In-
dians who had appeared upon the crest of the hill: that he
was well acquainted with the ground in the neighiborhood of
the Lick, and was apprehensive thatan ambuseade was form-
ed at the distance of a mile in advance, where two ravines,
one upon each side of the ridge, ran in such a manner, that
a concealed enemy might assail them atonce both in front and
flank, before they were apprised of the danger. It would
be proper, therefore, to do one of two things.  Either to a-
wait the arrival of Logan, who was now undoubtedly on his
mareh to jom them, or if it was determined to attack without
delay, that one half of their number should march up the
river, which there bends inan elliptical form, cross atthe
rapids, and fall upon the rearof the enemy, while the other

division attacked in front." " Af any rate, he strongly urged
the necessity of reconnoitering the ground - carefully before

the main body crossed the river.? « Such was the counsel of

Boone.  And although no measnre could have been nxuch
more disastrous than that which was adopted, yet it may be
doubted if any thing short of an immediate retreat upon
Logan, could have saved this gallant body of men from the
fate which they encountered. If they divided their force,
the enemy, asin Estill’s case, might have everwhelmed them
i detail—if they remained where theyavere, without ad-
vancing, the enemy would certainly have attacked them,
probably in the night, and with a certainty of success. They
had committed a' great error at first in not waiting for Lo-
aan, and nothing short of a retreat, which weuld have been
eonsidered disgraceful, could now repair it.
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Boone was heard insilence and with deep a’tte'ilﬁo:_;:: “Some

wished to adopt the first plan—others preferred the second,

and the discussion threatened to be drawn out tosom_e'léﬁéih_,
when the boiling ardor of McGary, who could never endure

the presence of an enemy without instant battle, stimulated
him to an act, which had nearly proved destructive to his
country. He suddenly interrupted the consultation with a
{oud whoop, resembling the war cry of the Indians, spurred
his horse into the stream, waved his_hat over his head and
shouted aloud, let all who are not cowards follow me!” The

words andthe action together, produced an electrical effect.
The mounted men - dashed tumultuously. into the river, each
striving to be foremost. . 'T'he footmen were mingled with
them in one rolling and irregular mass. No order was giv-
on and none observed. Theystruggled through a deep ford
as wellas they could, McGary still leading the van, closely
followed by Majors Harland and McBride. With the same
rapidily they ascended the ridge, which, by the trampling of
buffalo forages, had been stripped bare of all vegetation, with
the exception of a few dwarfish cedass, and whiech was ren-
dered still more desolate in appearance, by the multitude of
rocks, blackened by the sun, which were spre:id over its sur-
face. Upon reaching the top of the ridee, they followed the
buffalo trace with the same precipitate ardor—Todd and
Trige in the rear; MeGary, Harland, MeBride and Boone
in front.  No scouts were sent in adyance—none explored
gither flank—officers and soldiers seemed alile demented by
the contagions example of asingle man, and all struggled
forward, horse and foot, as if to outsirip each other in the
adyance. : '

Suddenly, the van halted. - They had reached the spot
mentioned by Boone, where the two ravines head, on each
side of theridee. Here a body of Indians presented them-
selves, and attacked the van. McGary’s party instantly re-
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turned the fire, but under great disadvantage. They were
upon a bare and open ridge—the Indiansin a bushy ravine.
The centre and rear, ignorant of the ground, hurried up to
the assistance of the van, but were soon stopped by a terri-
ble fire from the ravine which flanked them. They found
themselves enclosed as if in the wingsof a net, destitute of
proper: shelter, while the enemy were in a great measure
coyered from their fire,  Still, however, they maintained
their ground. The action became warm and bloody.™ The
parties gradually closed, the Indians emerged from the ra-
vine, and the fire became mutnally destructive, The offi-
cers suffered dreadfully. Todd and Trigg, in the rear—
Harland, McBride and young Boone, in front, were already
killed.- The Indians gradually extended their line, to tun
the right of the Kentuckians, and cutoff their retreat. This
was quickly perceived by the weight of the fire from. that
quarter,and the rear instantly fell backin disorder, andat-
tempted to Tush through their only opening to the river.
The motion quickly communicated itself to the van,anda
hurried retreat became general. - The Indians instantly
sprung forward in pursuit, and falling "lipoh them with their
tomahawks, made a cruel slaughter. - From the battle ground
to the river, the spectacle was terrible. The horsemen gen-
erally escaped, but the foot, particularly the van, which had
advanced farthest within the wings of the net, were almost
totally destroyed. Col. Boone,after wilnessing the death of
his son and many of his dearest friends, found himself almost
entirely  surrounded at the very  commencement of the re-
treat.  Several hundred Indians were between him and the
ford, to which the great mass of the fugitives were bending
their flighi, and to which the attention of the savages was
principally directed. Being intimately acquainted with the
ground, he, together with a few friends, dashed into the ra-
vine which the Indians had occupied, but which most of
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thom had now left to join in the pursuit.  After sustaining
one or two heavy fires, and baffling one or two small paz-
ties, who pursued him for a short distance, he crossed the
river below the ford, by swimming, and entering the wood a__t
a point where there was 1o pursuit, returned by a circuitous
route to Bryant’s station. In the mean time, the great mass
of the victors and vanquished crowded the bank of the ford-
The slaughter was great in the river. The ford was crows

ded with horsemen and foot and Indians, all mingled together.

Some were compelled toseek a passage above by swimming

who could could not swim, were overtaken and kil-

—-SOII‘I'B,
he name of Neth-

led at the edge of the water. A man by t
erland, who had formerly been strongly suspected of cow-
ardice, here displayed 2 coolness and presence of mind,
equally noble and unexpected. Being finely mounted, he had
outstripped the great mass of fugitives, and crossed the river
in safety. A dozen or twenty horsemen accompanied him,
and having placed the river between them and the enemy.
showed a disposition to continue their flight, without regard
to the safety of their friends who were O foot and still strug-
gling with the current.
horsey and in a loud voice, called upon his companions to
halt'—five upon the Indians, and save those who  were still
in the stream.  The party instantly obeyed—and facing a-
bout, poured a close and fatal discharge of rifles upon the
foremost of the pursuers. The enemy instantly fell back
from. the opposite bank, and gave time for the harrassed and
miserable footmen to Cross in safety. The check, however,
was but momentary. Indians were seen crossing 1n great
numbers above andbelow, and the flight again became gen
eral. . Most of the foot left the great buffalo track,and plun-
ging into the thickets, escaped by a circuitous route to Bry-

ant’s.

But little loss was sustained after crossing the river, al-

Netherland instantly checked his
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though the pursuit was urged keenly for twenty miles, From
the battle ground to the ford, the loss was very heavy; and
at that stage of the vetreaty there oécurred a rare and stri-
king instance of maguanimity, which it would be criminal
to omit. . "The« reader ecanuot have forgotten young Rey-
nolds, whe replied with'such ‘wough but ready humor to the
pompous simnons of Girty, at the siege of Bryant’s! This
young man, afier bearing his sharve‘in‘the action with dis-
tinguished gallantry, was galloping with several other horse-
men inorder toreach the ford. - 'The great hody of fugitives
had ‘preceded them, and their situation was in the highest
degreecritical and dangerous: - About half way between the
battle ground and the river, the party overtook Capt. Patter-
son on: foot, ‘exbausted by the rapidity of the fiicht, and in
consequence of former wounds, received from the Indians,
soinfirm'as to. be unable o kecp up with the main bady of
the nign on foot.s T'he Indians were close behind him; and
bis fate'seemediineyitable. . Reynolds, upon coming up with
this brayveofficer, instantly sprung from his horse, aided Pat-
terson ta monnt inta: the saddle; and continued hisowa fight
onfoot:  Being remarks: al-I}-'ar_.h-'fe and vizorous,he conu‘wul
to elude his pursuers, and turning offffirein"the main road,
plunged into the river near fIi‘-ﬁﬁ])Elt where Boone had- cress
ed;andswam  in safety to the opposite side. -~ Unfortunately,
he worea pair of buckskin breeches; which had’ becomeso

heavy and full of w'!-‘r':', as to prevent” his'exerting himself

with his usual aetivity, and while sittingdown for the pur-
pose of pulling them off, he was overtaken by a party of In-
dians and made prisoner. A prisonerisyarely put to death
by the Indians, unless wounded or infirm, until they return
ta their own country; and then his fate is decided in'solemn
council. ~ Young Reynolds, therefore, was treated kindly,
and compelled to acompany his captors in the pursuit. A
small party of Kentuckians, soon attracted their attention
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-nd he was left in charge of three Indians, who, eager in
in turn committed him to the charge of one of their
while they followed their companions. Reynolds
leisurely, the former totally

pursuit,
number,
and his guard jogged along very
unarmed—the latter with a tomahawk andrifle in his hands.
At lepgth the Indian stopped to tie his moceasin, when Rey-
nolds instantly sprung upon him, knoeked him down with
his fist, and quickly disappeared in the thicket which sur-
rounded them.  For this act of generosity, Capt. Patterson
afterwards made hima present of two hundred acres of first
rate land.

Late in the evening of the same day, most of the suryi.
vors arrived at Bryant's station. The melancholy intelli-
gence spread rapidly throughout the country, and the whole
tand was covered with mourning.  Sixty men had heen kil-
led ir. the battle and flight, and seven had been taken pris-
were afterwards put to death by the

oners, of whom
Jeirloss even.  This account,

fndians, as was said, to make tl
however, appears very i111pr{_;i5al}iu. It is almost incredible
that the Indians should have suffered an equal loss. Their
superiority of numbers, their advantage of position, (béilig
in a great measure sheltered, -while the Kentuekians, par-
ticularly the horsemen, were much exposed,) the extreme bre-
vity of the battle, and the acknowledged bloodiness of the
all tend to contradict the report that the Indian loss

pursuit,
Wo have nodoubt that some of the prison-

exceeded ours.
ers were murd
believe that the reason
barbarity was the true one!
Kentuckians, while the battle lasted,
although far inferior to the loss which they
'Todd and Trigg were a severe loss
They were
of set

assigned for s0 ordinary a piece of
Still the execution done by the
seems fo have been

considerable,
{hemselves sustained.
1o their familiesand to the country generally.
men of arank in life superior to the ordinary class
8

ered, after arriving at their towns, but cannot”
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tlers, and generally esteemed for courage, probity and intel-
lizence.
versally regretted. A keen' courage; united to a temper
the most amiable, and an integrity. the most - incorruptible;
had rendered him extremely popular in the eountry. To-
cether with his friend McBride, he accompanied MeGary in
the vany and: both fell in the commencement. of the action.
MeGary, notwithstanding the extreme exposure of his sta-
tion; as leader of the van,and consequently mest deeply.in-
volved in the ranks of the enemy, escaped without the slight-
est injury. Thisgentleman will ever be remembered, asas-
sociated with the disaster of which he was the ‘mmediaie,
although not the original cause. He has always been rep-
resented as a man of fiery and daring courage, strongly
tinctured - with ferocity; and unsoftened by any of thehu-
mane and gentle qualities, which awaken aflection. - In'the
honr of bafttle, his presence was invaluable, but in eivil
life, the ferocity of his temper rendered him an unpleasant
COmpanion:: “io i e s

Several years after the battle of the Blue Licks, a gen-
tleman of Kentucky, since deadsfell in companyavith Me-
Gary at one of the circuit courts, and the‘eonversation soon
turned upon the battle. . MecGary frankly acknowledged
that he, himself, was the immediate cause of the loss of bload
on that “day, and with great: heat and energy, assigned his
reasons for urging on the battle.  He said, that in the hur-
ried council which was held at Bryant’s on the 18th; he had
strenuously urged Todd and Trige to halt for twenty four
hours, assuring them, that with the aid of Logan, they would
be able to follow them even to Chillicothe if necessary, and
that their numbers #hen, were too wealk to encounter them
alone! He offered, he said, to pledge his head, that the In-
dians would not return with such precipitation as was sup-
posed, but would affordample time to collect more force, and

The death of Major Harland was deeply and uni-
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give them battle with a prospeet of success.  He added,
that Col. Todd ccouted his arguments, and declared “that
if o single‘day was Jost, the Indians would never be
overtaken—but, would cross the Ohio and disperse; that
now was the time to strike them while they were ina
body—that to talk of their numbers was nonsense—the more
the merrier \—that for his part hewas determined to pursue
without a moment’s delay, and did not doubt that there
were braye men enough on the ground, t0 enable him fo at-
tack them with cffect.” McGary declared “that he felt
somewhat nettled at the manner in which his advice had
been received; that he thought Todd and Trigg jealous of
Logan, who, as senior Colonel, would be entifled to the com-
mand upon his arrival; and, that,in their eagerness o have
the honor of the victory to themseives, they were rashly
throwing themselyes into @ condition, which would endan-
ger the safety of the country. “However sir,”” continued
he, with an air of namiable triumply, «when I saw the gen-

{lemen so keen for a fight, I gave Way; and joined in the
pursuit, as willingly asany; but when we caltieé in sightof
the enemy, and the gentlemen began o talk of -#numbers,”
“nosition,” ‘_‘Lngun," and “waiting,” Thurst into a passion,
de———d them for'a set of ‘cowards, who could not be wise
until they were scared info it; and swore that since they had
come so far fora fight—they should fight, or 1 would dis-
grace them for ever! That when { spoke of waiting-for
Logan on the day before, they had gcouted the idea, and
hinted somcthin;l; about “courage”—that noW it would be
shown who had ¢ourage, or who were d—4d cowards, that
could talkbig wiyen the enemy was at a distance, but turm
edpale when daipger Was near. 1 then Jashed into theriv-
er, and called upon all who were not cowards to follow 2
The gentleman upon Whose authority this 18 aivel, added,
that oven then, MeGary spoke with bitterness of the de-
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ceased Colonels, and swore that they had received just
what they deserved, and that he for one, was glad of it.

That the charge of MeGary, in its full extent, yas unjust,

there can be no doubf; at the same time, it is inaccordance
with the known principles of human nature, to suppose that
the natural ardor of the officers—beth young men—should
he stimulated by the hope of gaining a wictory, the honor
of awhich would be given them as commanders,” The num
ber of the Indians was not distinctly known, and iftheirze-
¢reat had been ordinarily precipitate, they would certainly
have crossed the Ohio before Logan could have joined. But,
leaving all the facts to speak  for themselves, we will pro
ceed with our narrative.

On the very day in which this rash and unfortunate bat-
fle was fought, Col. Logan arrived at Bryant's station at the
head of no less than four hundred and fifty men. He here
learned that the litile army had marched on the preceding
day, withoutwaiting for so strong and necessary a reinforce-
ment. Fearful of some such disaster as had actually oc-
curred, he urged his march with the¥utmost diligence,still
hoping to overtake them before they could eross‘the Ohio;
but within a few miles of the fort, he encountered the fore-
most of the fugitives, whose jaded horses. and harrassed
Jooks, announced but too plainly the event of the battle.
As usual with men after a defeat, they magnified the number
of the enemy and the slaughter of their comrades.  None
knew the actual extent of their loss, Thc_‘i-' could only be
certain of their own escape, and could gix—’!‘-c no account of
their companions.  Fresh stragolers constiantly came up,
at Logan, after
some hesitation, determined toreturnto Bryjant’suntil all the
survivors should come up. In the course) of the evening,
both horse and foot were re-assembled at [Bryant’s, and the
loss was distinctly ascertained.  Although sufficiently se-

with the same mournful ‘intellicence: so tl
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vere, it was less than Fogan had at first apprehended ; and
ormation which could bé collected,

having obtained all the inf
a5 to the strength and probable destination of the enemy,
he dotermined  to. continue his mareh to the battle ground,

with the hope that success would embolden the enemy, and
On the second day

indice them to remain until his-arrival.
he reached the field. ~The enemy Were goae, but the bodies
he Kentuckians stll-lay unburied, on - the spot where
Immense flocks of buzzards, vere soaring
lies of the dead had be-

of
they had fallen.
; the battle ground, and the box
ollen and disfizured, that it was it

ove

comesomuch sw npossible
to recognize the features of their mest particular friends.
Many corses were floating near the shore of the northern
bank, already putrid from the action 0

The whole were carefully collected by

£ {he sun; and partial-

1v eaten by fishes.
£ Col. Logan, and-interred as dec
Being satisfied that the

order. ¢ ently asthe nature
of tlie soil would' permit.

wera by this time far bej

Indians

ond his reach; he then retraced

1 tens to Brvant’s station and dismissed his men

1118 SLEDS E

As soon as intelligence of the battle of -the Bige Licks
senched Col. George Rogers Clayk, who then resided atthe
Falls of Ohio, he determined fo set on foot an expedition a-
aainst the Indian towns; for the purpose, poth of avenging
thie loss of the battle, and rousing the spirit of the country,
which had begun to siok- into the deepest dejection. Ile
‘oced that one thousand men should be raised from all
parts of Kentaeky, and should rondezvous at Cincinnati; ui-
der the command -of their tespactive officers, where he en-
gaged to meet them at the head of a part of the Illinois re-
El;i_mcm, then under his command; together with one brass
fisld piece, which was regarded by the Indians with supersti-
tious terror. — ‘The offer was embraced with great alacnty
and instant measures were taken forthe collection of 2 suffi-

cientaumber of volunteers.
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The whole force of the interior, was assembled under the*
command of Col. Logan, and descending the Lickingin
hoats prepared for the purpose, arrived safely at the desig-
nated point of union, where they were joined by Clark with
the volunteers and regular detachinent from below, No
provision was made for the subsistence of the troops, and the
sudden concentration of one thousand men and horses upon
a single point, rendered it extremely difficult to procure the
necessary supplies.  The woods abounded in game-=but the
rapidity and secrecy of their march, which was e'Lleolilfely
essential to the success of the expedition, did not allow them
to disperse- in search of it. They suffered greatly, there-
fore, from hunzeras well asfatizne; butall being accustom-
ed to privations of every kind, they prosecuted their march
with unabated rapidity, and appeared: within a mile of ‘one
of their larzest villages, without encountering a single Indi-
an. Here, unfortunately, a straggler fell in with them, and
instantly fled to'the village, uttering the alarm whoop re-
peatedly in the shrillest and moststarilinz tones. The troops
pressed forward with great dé:ﬁp'gt'gh,_-a,rg_d_qnter_iuglhgzir town,
found it totally deserted.  ‘T'he’'housesthadevidently been a-
handoned only a few minutes before theiv argival.” Fives
were burning, meat was upon the reasting sticks, and corn
was still boiling in their kettles. T'heprovisions sverea most
aceentable treat to the Keatuckians, who wera well nigh
famished, but the escape of their enemies excited deep and
universal chagrin.

After refreshing themselves, they ensaged in the serious
business of destroying the property of the tribes with unre-

lenting severity. Theirvillages were burnt, their-corn cut
up, and their whole country laid waste. During the whole
of this severe, but necessary occupation, scarcely an Indian
was to be seen.  The alarm had spread universally, and ey-
ery village was found deserted. - Occasionally, a solitary In-
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dian would crawl up within gunshot, and deliver his fire;
andonce a small party, mounted nupon superb horses, rode
ap with great audacity, within musket shot, and took a leis-
arely survey of the whole army, but upen seeing a detach-
ment preparing to attack them, they galloped off with & ra-
pidity which baffled pursuit.

Boone accompanied this expedition, but-as usual, has omit-
ted every thing which relates to himself.” Here the brief me-
voir of Boone closes. It does not “appear that he was af-
terwards eagaged inany publicexpedition or solitary adven-
tupe. He continued a hizhly respectable citizen of Ken-
tucky for several years, until the country became too thick-
Iy settled for histaste. As refinement of manners advanced,
and the seneral standard of intelligence became elevated by
the constant arrival of families of rank and influence, the
rough old woodsman found himself entirely out of his ele-
ment.. He could neither read nor write—the a!l engaging
subject of [:'sHEE:"..:, which soon beran to agitate the couniry
with oveat violence, was 10 him as a sealed book oran un-
known lanzaaze, and for several vears he wandered among
the liviaz group which throngadthe eourt yard or tha chur-
ches, like a yenerable relictof other days.  Hg'wasamong
them, bugnot of them! He pined in sgeret, for the wild and
lonely forests of the west—{or the immense prairie trodden
tha buffulo, or the elk, and ‘becamz eager to. €x-
and seeurity of a village, for the
he more thrilling excite-

only by
chanee the listléss  langor
healthful exercises of the chase, ort
ment of sayage warfare.

fn 1792, hie dictated his bricf and rather dry memoirs o
o could write, and:who has gar-
s of rhetoric, which passed off
el of eloguence.

some young genfleman wh
nished it with a few flourish
upon the old woodsman as a precious mors
d, than when he could sit and

He was never more gmtiﬁe
line at so small

hear it read to him, by soms one, Who was wil

/]
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an expense to gratifv the harmless vanity of the kind hear
ted old pioneer. He would listen with great earnestness, and
occasionally rub his hands, smile, and ¢jaculate, “all true!
every word true!—nota lie in it!”? He shortly afterwards
left Kentucky, and removed” to Louisiana. Hunting was
his daily amusement, and almost his only odeupation, Un-
til the day of his death (and he livedto an unusually ad-
vanced age,) he was in the habit of remaining fordays at a
time in the forest, at a distance from the abodes of men,
armed with a rifle, hatchet, knife, and having fiints and'steel
to enable him {o kindle a fire, and broil the wild game upon
which he-dependad for subsistence.  When too old to walk
through the woods, as was his custom when young, he would
ride to a lick, and there lay in ambush all day, for the sake
of gettinga shot at the herds of deer that were aceustomed
to visit the spot, for the sale of the salt. We have heard
that he died in the woods. while lying in ambush near a lick,
buthavenotat present the means of ascertaining with cex-
tainty the manner of‘_"-'h‘ifs"'ﬂﬁ-‘n_‘li,j‘ -~ He bas left belind him a
name strongly written inthe anhals of Kentucky, anda rep-
ntation for calm courage, sni'&ened"b}; 'h‘umauir_v, conducted
by }';1'11(1(.-!“_‘:', andembellished by asing_lllﬂl' modesty UI‘IIC['!UI'[-
ment. - His person wasrough, robust,and indicating strength
rather than activity ; his manner was cold, grave and taci

turn; his countenance homely, but kind; his conversation un-
adorned, unobfrusive and touching only upon the *needful.?
He never spoke of himself, unless partienlarly questioned;
but the written account of his life was the Delilah of his
imagination. The idea of “seeing his name in print,” com-
pletely overcame the cold philosophy of his general manner,.
and heseemed to think it a masterpiece of composition.-
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CHAPTER IIL

Sryox Kenrox was born in Fauquier county, Virginity
on the 15th of May, 1755, the ever memorable year of
Braddock’s defeat. -~ OFhis early years nothing is knowa.
His parents were poor, and until the age of sixteen, his days
seem to have passed away in the obscure and laborious
drudgery of a farm. He was never taught to read or write,
and tothis early negligence or inability on the part of his pa-
rents, is the poverty anddesolation of his old age, in a great
measure to be  attributed. © At the age of sixteen, by an
anfortunate adventure, he was faunched into life, with no
other fortune, than a stout heart, and a robust set of
limbs It seems, that young as he was, his heart had be-
come entangled in the snares of a young coquette in the
neichborhood, who was grievously perplexed by the neces
sity of choosing one hushband out of many loyers,. Young
Kenton, and a robust farmer by thematae of Leitchman, seem
to have been the most favored suitors, and the young lady,
not being able ‘to decide upon their respeetive merits, they
took the matter into their own hands, and, in consequence
of fou! play on the part of Leitehman’s friends, young Ken--
ton was beaten with great severity. He submitted to his
for the time, in silence, but internally vowed, that as

fate,
he would take ani-

s0on as he had obtained his full growth,
ple venzeanze upon his rival, for the disgrace which he had
sustained at hishands.  He waited patiently until the follow-
ing spring, when finding himself six feet high, and full of
health and action, he determined to delay the hour of re-
tribution no longer.

He accordingly walked over to Leitchman’s house one
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morning, and finding him busily engaged in carrying shin-
gles from the woods, to his own house, he stopped him, told
him his object, and desired him to adjourn to a spot, more
convenient for the purpose,  Leitchman, confident in his su-
perior age and strength, was not backward in testifying his
willingness to indulge him, in'soamiable a pastime, and hav-
ing-reached a solitary spot in the wood, ‘they both stripped
and’prepared for the encounter, The hattle Wﬁsfdught
with all the fury, which mutual hate, jealousy, and ‘hércole-
an power on both sides, could supply, and after a severe
round, in which considerable damage was done and receiv-
ed, Kenton was brought to'the ground. Leitchman (as usual
in Virginia) sprung upen him without the least seruple, and
added the most bitter taunts, to the kicks with which he sa-
iuted hir, fromhis head to his heels, reminding him of his
former defeat, and rubbing salt into the raw wounds of jeal-
busy, by triumphantatlusions to his own superiority bothin
love and war, - During these active operationson the part of
Leitchman, Kenton lay. perfectly still, eying attentively a
small bush which grew near them. * It instantly oconrred
to him, thatif he could wind Lettchman?shair, (which was
remarkably long,) around this bush, he would be able to re-
turn those kicks which were now hestowed upon him in
such profusion. The difficulty was to get his antagonist
near enough. This he at length effected in the goodold
Virginia style,viz: by biting him en arricre, and compel-
ling him, by short springs, to approach the bush, miuchasa
bullock is goaded on to approach the fatal ring, where all his
struggles are useless. When near enough, Kenton sudden-
Iy exerted himself yiolently, and succeeded in wrapping the
long hair of his rival around the sapling. He then sprung
tohis feet, and inflicted a terrible revenge for all his past in-
juries. Ina few seconds Leitchman was gasping, appa-
rentlyin theagoniesof death. Kenton instantly fled, with-
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out even returning for-an additional supply-of clothing, and
directed hisstepswestward. S
During the first day of ‘his journey, he travelled in much
agitation. e supposed that Leitchmanwas dead, and that
the hue and cry would instantly be rased after himself as
the murderer.  The constant apprehension of a aallows,
lent wings to his flight, and he scarcely allowed himselfa
moment for refreshmeut, until he had reached the neighbor-
hood of the Warm Springs, where the settlements were thins
and the immediate danger of pursuit was over. Here, he
fortunately: fell in-with an exile from the state of New Jersey,
of “the name of Johnson, who was-travelling westward on
footy and driving a single pack horse, laden witha few.ne-
cessaries, before him.  They soon became acquainted; re-
lated their adventures to each other,and agreed to travel to-
gether. ~They plunged boldly into the wilderness of the Al-
leghany mountains, and subsisting upon wild game and a
small quantity of flour, which Johnson had brought with
him, they made no halt until they arrived ata small settle-
ment on Cheat river, one of the-prongs of the Monongahe-
la. Here the two friendsseparated;and Kenton, (who had
assumed the name of Butler) ‘attached- himself to-a small
company headed by John Makion and Jacob: @reathouse,
who had unitedfor the purpose of exploring the country.
They quickly built a large cance, and descended the riveras
far as the Province’ssettlement. There Kenton becameac-
quainted with twoyoung adventurers, Yager and Strader,
the former of whom had been taken by the Indians whena
child; and had spent many yearsin their village.. He inform-
od Kenton that there wasa country below, which the Indians
called Kan-tuck—ee, which wasa perfect Elysium: that the
ground was not only the richest; and the- vegetation the most
luxuriant in the world ; but, that the immense herds: of buffa-
Jo and’elk;which ranged at large through its forests, would
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appear incredible to one who had never witnessed such &
spectacle. He added, that it was entirely uninhabited, and
was open toall who chose to hunt there; that he himsel{'had
often accompanicd the Indians in their grand hunting par-
ties through the country, and was confident that he could
conduct him to the same ground, if he was willing to ven-
ture.

Kenton eagerly closed with the proposal, and announced
his readiness to accompany him immediately. A'canoe was
speedily procured, and the three young men committed them.
<elves to the waters of the Ohio, in search of the enchanted
hunting ground, which Yager had visited in his youth, while
a captive among the Indians. Yager had no ideu of its ex-
act distance from Province’s settlement. e recollected on
Iy that he had crossed the Ohio in order to reach it,and de-
clared that, by sailing down the river fora few days, they
would come to the spot where the Indians were accustomed to
cross, and assured Kenton that there would be no difficulty in
recognizing it, thatitsappearance was different from all the
rest of the world, &ze. GECo NS = o _

Fired by Yager’s slowing description of its beéuly, “and
eager to reach this new [2] Dorado of the west, the voung
men rowed hard for several days, confidently expecting that
every bend of the river would usher them into the land of
promise. No such country, however, appeared; and, at
length, Kenton and Strader became rather sceptical asto its
existence at all. They rallied Yager freely upon the sub-
ject, who still declared positively that they would soon wit-
ness the confirmation of all that he had said. After de-
scending, however, as low as the spot where Manchester
now stands, and seeing pothing which resembled Yager’s
country, they held a council, in which it was determined to
return, and survey the eountry more care fully—Yager stil
hlsisti;rgg! that they must haye passed it in the night. They.
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wccordmnlv retraced their :-.tcps, and success _"eh ca.plului
the land about Salt Lick, Little and Big Saud), and Guy-
andotte. At length, being totally wearied out, in aem'chmg
for what had no existence, they turned their aftention enfire-
Iy to hunting and trapping, and spent nearly tWwo VEATS up-
on the Great Kenawha, in this agreeable and profitable og-
cupation. 'They obtained ciothing in exchange for their
furs, from the traders of fort Pitt, and the forest supplied them
abundantly with wild game for food.

In March, 1773, while reposing in their tent, afier the la-
bors of the day, they were suddenly attacked by a party of
Indians. Strader waskilled at the first fire, and Kenton and
Yager with difficulty effected their escape, being compelled
1o d.l_)[i.lld{)!l their guns, blankets, and proyisions, and eom-
mit themselves to the wilderness, without the means of shel-
tering themselves from the cold, procuring a morsel of food,
or even kindling a five. They were far removed from any
in that of per:

white settlement, and had no other prospect t
ishing by famine, or falling a sacrifice to_the fury of such
Indians as might chance to meet them. Reflecting, howeyer,
that it was never too iu.“‘ for men to be utterly lo‘at they de-
termined to strike through the wuodf_-,_ for the Ohio river, an
take sueh fortune as it should please heaven {0 bestow.
Directing their route by the barks of trees, they pressed
forward in a straight direction for the Ohio, and during the
two first days allayed the piercing pangs of hunger by chew-

ine such roots as they: could find on their way.  On the third

day, {heix strencth began- to fail, and the keen appetite
which, at fivst, had cons hmtiv tortured thetn, was succeeded

by a nausea, accompanied witd dizziness and a sinking of

the heart, bordering on despair.  On_the fourth day, they
often threw themselves upon the ground, determined toawait
the approach of death—and as oflen were stimulated by the
instinetive love of liﬁ,, to arise and: resume their journey.
9
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On the fifth, they were completely exhausted, and were
able only to crawl, at intervals. In this manner, they tray-
elled about a mile during the day, and succeeded, by sunset,
in reaching the banks of the.Obio.  Here, totheir inexpres-
sible joy, they encountered a party of traders, from whom
they obtained a comfortable supply of provisions.

The traders were so much_stactled at the idea of being
exposed to perils, such as those which Xenton. and Yager
had just escaped, that they lcst no- time in removing from
such a dangerous vicinity, and instantly returned to-the
mouth of:the Little Kenawha, where they met with Dr. Bris-
coe af the head of apother exploring party. - From him, Ken-
ton obtained. a rifie and some ammunition, with which he a-
gain plunged alone into the forest, and hunted with sucecess
until the summer of °73 was far advanced. - Returning, then,
to the Little: Kenawha, he found  a party of fourteen men
under the direction of Dr. Wood and Hancock Lee, who
were descending the Ohio with  the view of joining Capt. Bul
litt. who was suppObad '0119 at the mouth of Scioto, with o
large party. - Kentea instantly Jruncd llmm, and descended
the river in canoes as faras the ‘Three Islands, landing fire-
quently and examining the countuy (JIll}dLh‘nldL' of ‘the river.
At the Three Islands they werealarmed by the approach of
a large party of Indians, by whom they avere compelled to
abandon their cancesand b_-'.lll\()(:jﬂ%l].d“) through the wilder-
ness for Greenbriar county, Vigginia.  ‘I'bey sufferedimuch
during this journey from fatigue and famine, and were com-
pelled at one time (aatwithstanding the danger of their situ-
atiop,) to halt for fouricen days and wait.upen De. Weod,
who had unfortuna’ely Leen Liteaby a ro; p2r-head snakeand
rendered incapableof’ moving for that length of time. - Upon
reaching the settlements. the party separated.

Kenton, not wishing to venture to Virginia, (having heard
ncthing of Leitchman’s recovery,) built a canoe on the hanks
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of the Monongahela, and returned to the mouth of the Great
Kenawha, hunted with success until the spring of 174, when
o war broke out between the Indian tribes and the colonies,
occasioned ia a great measure, by the murder of the eele-
brated chicf, Logan’s family, by Capt. Cressup. Kenton
was not in the great battle near the mouth of the Kenawhs,
but acted 18 a spy throughout-the whole of the campaign, in
the course of which, he traversed the cotntry around fort
Pitt, and a large part of the present state of -Ohio.

When Dunmore’s forces were dishanded, Kenton, in coir-
pany with two others, determined on making a sccond effort
t6 discover the rich lands hordering on the Ohio, of which
Yager had spoken. Having built “a canoe, and provided
themselves abundantly with ammunilion, they descended the
siver as [ar as the mouth of Big Bone Creek, upon which
the colebrated Lick of that nane is situated. They there
disembarked, and explored the country for several days;but
not finding the land equal to their expectations, they reas-

conded the river as far as the mouth of Cabin Creek, a
{ew miles above Maysvilie. : :

From this point, they set out with a determination to ex-
“mine the country carcfully, until they could find tand an-
swering m some degree, 10 Yager's description. In a short
{ime, they -reached the neishborhood of Mayslicl, and for
the first tithe were struck with the uncommon heauty of the
country and fertility of the soil. Here they fell inwith the
gareat buffilo trace, which, in o few hours, broucht them 1o
the Lower Blue Lick. - The flats upon cach side of the riv-
or were erowded with immense herds of buffalo, that had
come down from the interior for the sakeof the salt,and 2
Sumber of elk were seen upon the bare ridges which sur-
rounded the springs. Theirgreat object wasnow achiev-

ed. They had discovered a eountry far mere rich than an¥y
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which they had yet bsheld, and where the game seemed a#
abundantas the grass of the plain.

Afier remaining a few days af the Lick, and killing an
immense nuinber of deer and buffale, they crossed the Lic-
ling, and passing through the present eountiesof Scott, Fay-
ette, Woodford, Clarke, Montgzomery and Bath, svhen, falling
in with another buffalo trace, it condueted them to the Up-
per Blue Lick, where they again belield elk-and buffilo in
immense numbers. - Highly gratified atthe success of their
expedition, they quickly returned to their canoe, and ascen-
ded the river as favas Green Bottom, where they had-left
their skins, some ammunition, and a few hoes. which they
had procured af Kenawha, with the view of cultivating the
rich ground which they expected to find.

Returning as quickly as possible, they built a cabin.on
the spot where the town of Washington now stands, and hav-
ing cleared apacre of ground, in the centre of a large cane:
hrake, they planted it with Indian corn. ~ Strolling about the
country in various directions, theyone day fell in with two
while men near the Lower BlueLiek, whe had. lost their

suns, blankets, and ammunition, and were much distressed
fop provisions and the means of extricating themselves from

the wilderness. They informed them that their names were
Fitzpatrick and Hendricks; that, 'in descending the Ohio,
their canoe had been overset by a sudden squall; and that
they were compelled to swim ashore, without being able to
save any thing from the wreck; that they had svandered thus
far throngh the woods, in the effort to penetrate through the
couniry, to the settlements above, but mustinfallibly perish,
unless they could be furnished with guns and ammunition,
Kenton informed them of the small settlement which he had
opened at Washington, and invited themto join him and share
such fortune as Providence might bestow. Hendricks con-
sented to remain, but Fitzpatrick, being heartily sick of the
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w00dS). insisted upon returning to thc Monongahela:  IKen-
tonand his two fricnds, zccomyanied Fitzpatrick to “the
point,” as it was then called, being the spotwhere Maysville
wow stands, and having given bim a gun, &el=assisted him
in. erossing the river, and took/leave of ‘him-on the other
side.

In the mean time,
Lick, without a gun, but with a good supply of provisions,
Assoonas Fitz-

Hendricks had been left at the Biue

antil the party could retnrnfrom the river.
patrick had gone, Kenton and- his two friends hastened to

roturn to- the Lick, not doubting for a’moment, that they
‘.\-'L‘J'[Ild find Hendricksincamp: as they had le f& him. - Upen
arriving atthe point where'the tent had stoed, howeversthey
wors alarmed at finding 1t deserted, with-evident marks of

violence uruuml it~ Soveral bullet holes were’‘to begeen in

the: pales of’ W hith'it was constricted; and varions artieles
hr;:l:_'rnstin:-.'{t.' ITendricke: were tossed about in'too neghgent

ceen done |‘ i

manner to warrant the helief'ti

PSSR L) Bt ) = F = H g - i = Ta
At a little distanee from the camp, In 4’ low ravine, they on-
served o thick sinok if from a fire just heginning 4
hoen. — ‘They did notdoubt for a moments that Hendricks

had fallen into the hands of thi dutigns, and belieymesthat
a party of them were then assemn nhied around thefire which
was aboutto be kindled, hoy Befook themsalvesto their heels,

and. flad fister and faither, that{eneehivaley perhapsay suld
jnetify.  Theyremained at- a distatee antil the evening of
the next: day, when' they ventured cautiously to’ réturn-to
caing. 'The fire was still barning, although {aiatly, andaf
tor cavefully reconnoitering tho‘adjacont _:gwund, they ver-
tured-at lergth. to .approachithe spoty and:there beheld the
kol and hones: of: their. unfortunate friend! He 'had evi
dently been roasted todeath by a party of Indians, and must

e

have been alive at the time: when Kenton and his compan

ion appreached on/the preceding day. ltwasa subject-of

9’5
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deep regret to the party, that they had not reconnoitered the
spot more closely, as it was probable that their friend might
have been rescued. The number of Indians might have
heen small, and a brisk and unexpeeted attack might have
dispersed them. Regret, however, 'was now unavailing,
and they sadly retraced their steps to their camp at Wash-
ington, pondering upon the uncertainty of {heirown conds
tion, and upon the danger to which they were hourly exposed
from the numerous bands of hostile Indians, who WETe prow-

ling around them in every direction, $
'i‘hey remained at Washington, entirely undisturbed, was
til the month of September, when again visiting the Lick,
they saw a white man, who informed them that the’ interior
of the country was already oceupied by the whites, and
that there was a thriving sefflement at Boonsborough. High-
ly gratified at this intelligence, and anxious once more o en-
joy the society of men, they broke up their ‘encampment at
Wasl)ihgton,'dnd-'visited_ the different stations which had been
formed in the country,  Ienfon sustained two siegesin
Boonsborough, and served as a spy, with equal diligence and
success, until the summer of 98, when Boone, returning
from captivity, as had already been mentioned, coneerted an-
expedition against the small Indian town on Pamt Creek:
Tenton acted as a spy onthis expedition, and after crossing
the Ohio, being some distance in advance of the rest, he
was suddenly startled by hearing a loud laugh from an ad-
joining thicket, which he was just about te enter, Instantly
halting, he took his station behind a tree, and waited anx-
iously fora repetition of the noise. Ina few minutes, two
Indians approached the spot where he lay, both mounted up-
on a small poney, and chatting and Jaughing in high good hu-
mor. Having permitted them toapproach within good rifie
distance, he raised his gun, and aiming at the breast of the
foremost, pulled the trigger. ~ Both Indiaws fell—one shot
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dead, the other severely wounded. Their frightened poney

walloped back into the cane, giving the alarm - to the rest of
the party who were some distance in the rear, Kenton in-

stantly ran up to- scalp the dead man and to tomahawk his

wounded companion, according to the usual rule of western

warfare; bat, when about to put an end to the struggles.o{-‘
the wounded Indian, who did not seem disposed to submit ve-
ry quietly to the {)]}fu'ztliun,hi:a attention was attracted by a
rustling of the cane on his right, and turning rapidly in that
direction, he beheld two Indians within twenty steps of him,
very deliberately taking aim at his person. A quick spring
to one side, on his part, was instantly followed by the flash
and report of their rifles—the balls whistled close to his
ears, eausing him involuntaxily to duck his head,. but doing
him no injury.  Notliking so hot a neighborhood, and  ig-
norant ~of ‘the number -which might yet be behind, . he lost
1o time in regaining the shelter of the wood, leaving the-
dead Indian unscalped and the: wounded man to the care of
his friends. Scarcely had he treed, when a dozen Indians
appeared on the edge of the canebrake, and seemed dis-
posed to press upon him with more vigor than sxas consis-
tent with the safety of his present position, His fears how-
eyer, were instantly - relieved Dy the appearance. of Boone
and his party, who came ruRning up as rapidly as a due re-
gard to the chelter of their persons would permit, and open-
ing a brisk fire upon the Indians, quickly compelled themto
regain the shelter of the canebrake, with the loss of several
wounded, who, as usual, were carried off. - The dead Indian,
in the hurry of the retreat was abandoned, and Kentonat

last had the gratification of taking his scalp!
Boone, as hasalready been mentioned, instantly retraced

his_ steps to Boonshorough; but Kenton and his friend Mont-

gomery, determined to proceed alone to the Indian town, and
st least obtain some recompense for the trouble of their jour-
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ney. Approaching the village with the cautious and steak
thy pace of of the cat or panther, they touk their stationsup-
on the edge of the cornfield, supposing that the Indians would
enter it as usual to gather roasting ears. ‘They remained
here patiently all day, but ‘did not see a single Indian, and
heard only-the voices of some children who were playing
near them. Being disappointed iu the hope of getting
shot. they entered the Indian townin the night, and stealing
four good horses, made a rapid night’s'march for the Ohio,
which they cressed in safety, nml on the second day aﬂpr-
wards, reached Logan’s fort with their booty, o
Searcely had he rveturned, when Ool. B.w.'m:in ordered
him to take his friend Montgomery,and another young man
named Clark, and goona seeret cxpedition to' an Indian
town on the Little Miami, against wlich the Colenel medi-
tated an-expedition, and of the exact condition of which he
wishad to have eertain information. They instantly satouty”
in obedietice to their erders, and reached the peighborhood
of the tawn withont bding'discovered. They examined it
attentively, and walked avotnd tho heuses du ring the night
with perfoct tmpanity.  Thasfac all hall “gone wellu?and
had they been contented to returnafier-the due execution o f
their orders

,they would have avoided the heavy calamity
which awaited thers. — But, unfortanately, during their night:
ly promenade, they stumbled upon a pound in which were

a numberof “Indian horses.- The temptation was not to'be
resisted. "They'each mounted a horse, but notsatisfiedwith

that, they could not find: it in their Feants to leave & single an-

unal behind them, and as some offthe horses Fl-mncd indis-
posed to: change masters, the affair was atiended with so
much fracas, that at last they were discovered:  Phe ery
ran throngh the villageatonce, that the Long Kuiveswere
stealing their horses right before the doors of their wigwams,
and old andi young, squaws, boys and warriors, all sallied out
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with loud'sereams to save their property from these greedy

spoilers, ~ Kenton and his friends quickly discovered that

they had oyershot the mark, and that they must ride for their

liges; but even in this extremity, they could not bring them-

selves to give up a single horse which they had haliered, and
while two of them rode in front andled, T know not how ma-
ny horses, the other brought up the rear, and plying his whip
from Tight to left, did not permit a single animal to lag be-
hind.  In this manner, they dashed through the woods at a
furious rate with the hue and cry after them, until their
course was suddenly stopped by an impenetrable swamp.

Here, fromnecessity, they paused for a few moments and
listened attentively. Hearing no sounds of pursuit, they
resumed their course, and skirting the swamp for some dis-
ianee, in the vain hope of crossing it, they bent their course
in a straight direction towards the Ohio. They rode during
the whole night withoutresting a moment—and halting for a

fow minutes atdaylight, they continued their journey through-
out the day, and the whole of the following night,and by

this uncommon expedition, on the morning of the second day
they: reached the northern bank of the Ohio. Crossing:the
river would noyw ensure their safety, but this was likely to
proyea difficult undertaking, and the close pursuit which
they had reason to expect, rendered it necessary to lose as
little time as possible. The wind was high and the river
yough and boisterous. It was determined that Kenton should
cross with the horses, while -Clark and Montgomery should
construct a raft in order to transport their guns, baggage and
ammunition to the opposite shore.  The necessary preparas
{ions were soon made, and Kenton, after forcing his horses
into the river, plunged in himself and swam by their side.
Ina yery few minutes the high waves completely over-
whelmed him and forced him considerably below the horses,
that stemmed the current much more vigorously than him-
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self.  The horses being thus left to themselves, turned a-
bout, and swam again to the Ohio shore, where Kenton was
compelled to follow them. Again he forced them into the
water—and again they returned to the same spot, until Ken-
ton became so exhausted by repeatedefforts, as to be unable
to swim, - A council was then held and the question propos-
ed “what was to be done?" "hat the Indians would pursue
them, was certain—thal the horses would not, and could not

be made to cross the river in 1is present state, was equally
certain,  Should they abandon their horsesand crosson the
raft, or temain with their horses and take such fortune as
heaven should send them. - "The latter alternative was unan-
inously adopted. Death or captivity might be tolerated—
but the loss of so beautiful a lot of horses, after having
worked so hard for them, was not to be thought of for'a mo-
ment,

Assoon as it was determined that themselyes and horses
were {o share the same fate, it again Lecame necessary fo
fix upon some probable 'p'l%in-cff saviug them. Should they
move up or down the river, or remain where they were?
The latter course was adopted. It was supposed that the
wind would fall at su

set, and the ‘river becowe sufficiently

;' calm to admiit of their passage,and as it was suppesed proba-
: bla tha the Indians mizht be upon them hefore night, it was
\ determiined to coneeal the horses in a neizhboring ravine,
while “they should take their stations in the adjvining wood.
A more ‘miserable plan could not have been adopted: ™ It
they could not ‘consent to sacrifice their horses, in order fo
save their own lives, they should have moved either up oF
down the river, and thus have preserved the distance from
the Indians which their rapidity of movement had gained.
The Indians would have followed their trail, and being twen-
ty four hours march behind them, could never have overta-
kenthem. But neglecting this obvious consideration, they
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stupidly sat down until sanset, expecting that the river would
become mere calm. ~ The day passed away in tranquility,
but at night the wind blew harder than ever, and the water
became so rongh, that even their raft would have been
scarcely able to cross. Not an instant more should haye
been lost, in moving from so dangerous a post; but as if fo-
tally infatuated, they remained where they were until mor-
ning—ithus wasting twenty four hours of most precious time
ir total idleness. - Inthe moroing, the wind abated, and the
river became ealm—>but it was now toolate. Thewr horses,
recollecting the difficulty of the passage on the preceding
day, had become asobsiinate and heedless as their masters,
and positively and repeatedly refused to take the water.. Fin-
ding every. effort to compel them, entirely unavailing, their
masters at length determined to do what cught to have Lieen
done at first,. Bach resolved to mount a horse and make the
best of hiswany down the river to Louisville. - Had even this
resolution, however tardily adoptes, Leen executed with de-
eision, the party would probably have been saved, but after
they were mounted, instead of leaving the ground instantly,
they went L ack upon their own trailyinthe vain efitnt to e~
gain possession of the rest of theirhorses, which had broken
from them ‘ia the last effort to drive” them into the water.
They wearied out their good geniasyand literally fell victims
to their love for harse-flesh, . They had scarcely 1idden one
hundred yards, (Kenton ia the centre, the others upon the
flanks, with an interval of two hundred vards betweenthem)
when Kenton heard a loud halloo, appareatly comiag from
the spot which they had jast lefr. Tasteid of getiing out of
the way as fast as possible,and trusiingto the speed of his
horse and-the thickness of the wood for safety, heput the
last capping stone to his impradence, and dismounting, walk-
ed leisurely back to meet his pursuers, and thus give them
as little trouble ag possible.« He quickly beheld three Indi
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ans and one white man, all well mounted. Wishing ta give
the alarm to his companions, he raised his rifle to his shoul-
der, took a steady aimat the breast of the foremost Indian,
and drew the tricger. His gun had become wet on the raft
and flashed. - The enemy were instantly alarmed and dash-
cd at him, Now, at last, when flight could' be of no ser-
vice, Kenton betook himself'tohis heels, and was pursued by
four horsemen at full speed.  He instantly direbfe_d his steps
to the thickest part of the wood, where there was much fal-
len timber and a rank growth of underwood, and had Suc-
ceeded, as he thought, in baffling his pursuers, when, just
as he was leaving the fallen timber and entering the open
wood, an Indian on horseback galloped round the corner of
the wood, and approached him so rapidly as fo render flight
uselesg.. The horseman rode up, holding out his hand and
calling ont¥brother! brother!” ina tone of sreat aflection.
Kenton observes thatif hisgun would have made fire,he
would have “brothered® him to his hear(’s content, but being
sotally unarmed, he called out that he would surrenderif they
would give him qu_avt-ér qﬁd,';géqd ' n;watmcnl _Pro;uisw
es were cheap with the Indian, and*he® showered them out
by the dozen, continuing all the“while fo ‘advance with ex-
tended hands and a writhing grin upon bis eountenance,
which was intended for a smile of courtesy. Seizing Ken-
ton’s hand, he grasped it with violence. - Kenton, not liking
the manner of his eaptor, raised his gun to knogle him down.
whenan Indian who had followed himelosely” through the
brushwood, instantly sprung upon his baek and ['li.'lit!ll-{;‘f} his
arms to his side. = The one who had just approached hinm,
then seized him by the hair and shook him until his teeth rat-
tled, while the rest of the party coming up, they all fell up-
on Kenton with their tongues and ramrods, until he thought
they would scold or beat him to death.  They were the own-
ers of thehorses which he had carried off, and now took am-
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ple revenge for the loss of their property, " At every stroke
of their ramrods over his head, (and they were neither few
nor far between,) they would repeat ina tone of strong in-
dignation, “steal Indian hoss!! hey!!”

Their attention, however, was soon directed to Montgome-
1y, who, having heard the noise attending Kenton’s capture,
very gallantly hastened up to his assistance; while Clark
wery prudently consulted his own safety in betaking him-
self to his heels, leaving his unfortunate companions to shift
for themselves, - Montgomery halted within gunshot and ap-
peared busy with the panof his gun, as if preparing tofire
‘Pwo Indians instantly sprung off in pursuit of* him, while
the rest attended to Kenton. Ina few minutes Kenton heard
the erack of two rifles in' quick succession, followed by a
halloo, which announced the fate of his friend. The Indi-
dians quickly returned, waving the bloody scalp of Mont-
gomery, and with eountenances and gestures which menaced
him with “a similar fate.  They then proceeded to secure
their prisoner. ~ They first compelled him to lie upon his
back, and stretched out his arms to their full length. = Fhey
then passed a stout stick at rightangles aeross his breast;to
each extremity of which his wrists were fastened by thongs
made of Buffalo’s hide. Stakes were then driven into the
earth, near his feet, to which they were fastened in a simi-
lar manner. A halter was then tied around his neck, and
fastened to a sapling which grew near, and finally a strong
rope was passed under his body, lashed strongly to-the pole
which lay transversely upon his breast, and finally wrapped

around his arms at the elbows, in such a manner asto pin-
ion them to the pole with a painful violence, and render him
literally incapable of moving hand, foot, or head, in the
slightest manner.
During the whole of this severe operation, neither ther
tongues nor hands were by any means idle. They cuffed
10




110 SKETCHES OF

him from time to time, with great heartiness, until his ears
rung again, and abused him for a “tief!—a hoss steall—a
ukm!‘ ? and finally fora “d d whiteman!” I may
here observe, that all the svestern Indians had piclmtl up a
good many English words—particularly our oaths, which,
from the frequency with which they were used by our hun-
ters and traders, they probably looked uponas the yery root
and foundation of the English language.  Kenton remain-
ed m this painful attitude ﬂuuurrhoul the night, looking for-
ward fo cerfain death, and most probably torture, assoon as
he should reach their towns. - 'Their rage against him seem-
ad to increase rather than abate, from indulgence, and in
the morning it displayed itself in a form at once ludicrous
and cruel. Among the horses which Kenton had taken,
znd which their original owners had now recovered, was a
fine hut wild young colt, totally unbroken, and with all his
honors of mane and tail undocked.  Upon him, Kenton was
mounted, without saddle or bridle, with his hands tied be-
hind him, and his feat fastened under the horse’s belly.“The
country was rough and bushy and Kentou had no means of
protecting his face from the hnmbief-t thlourrh which it was
expected that the colt would dash. As soon as the rider was
firmly fastened to his back, the colt was turned loose with a
stidden fash, but after exerting a few curvetts and caprioles,
to the great distress of his rider, but tothe infinite amuse-
ment of the Indians, he appeared to take compassion upon
hiis rider, and falling into a line with the other horses, avoid-
d the brambles entirely, and went on very well.  In this
manner he rode through the day. At night he was taken
{rom the horse and confined as before.

On the third day, they came within a few miles of Chilli-
cothe. Here the party halted, and despatched a messenger
to inform the village of their arrival, in order, 1suppcse, to
give them time to prepare for his reception. In o short time
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Blackfish, one of their chiefs, arrived, and regarding Ken-
ton with a stern countenance, thundeved out in yery good Kn-
glish, “you have been stealing horses?? #Yes gir.?  #Did
Capt. Boone tell you to steal our horses?? “No sir—1T didiit
of my-own accord.” . This frank confession was {00 irita-
ting tobe borne, - Blackfish made no reply, but brandishing
o hickory switch, which he held in his hand, he applied it so
briskly to Kenton’s naked baclk and shoulders, as to bring the
blood freely, and oceasion acute pain.

Thus, alternately beaten and scolded, he marched on to
the village. At thedistance of a mile from Chillicothe, he
saw every inhabitant of the town, men, wometl and children,
running out to- feast their eyes with aview of the prison-
er. Bvery individual, down to the smallest child, appeared
in a paroxism of rage. They whooped, they yelled, they
hooted, they. clapped their hands, and poured upen him 2
flood of abuse to which allthathe had ye! received, was gel-
tleness and civility,. With loud cries, they demanded that
their prisoner should be tied to the stake. The hintavasin:
stantly complied with. A stale was quickly fastened into
the ground. The remnant of JSenton’s shirt and breeches
were torn from his person, (the squaws officiating with great
dexterity in both operations;) and his liands being tied tc-
wether, and raised above his head, were fastened to the top
of the stake. ‘The whole party then danced around him
until midnight, yelling and screaming in their usual frantic

striking him with switches, and slapping him with
He expected every momentto
as reserved for anoth-

manner,
thie palms of their ha nds.
undergo the torture of fire, but that w
er time. - They wished to prolong the pleasure of torment-
ing him as much as possible, and after having caused him to
anticipate the bitterness of death, until a late hour of the
night, they released him from the stake and conyeyed him {0

the village.
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Farly in the morning he beheld the scalp of Montgomery
stretched upon a hoop, and drying in the air, before the door
of one of their principal houses. He was quickly led out
and ordered to run the gauntlet. A row of boys, women
and men, extended to the distance of a quarter of a mile.
At the starting place, stood two grim looking warriors, with
butcher knivesin their hands--at the extremity of the line,
was an Indian beating a drum, and a few paces beyend the
dram, was the door of the council house. Clubs, switches,
hoe-handles, and tomahawks were brandished along the
whole line, causing the sweat, involuntarily to stream from
his pores, at the idea of the discipline which his naked skin
was to receive during the race. The moment for starting
arrived—the great drum at the door of the council house was
struck—and Kenton sprung forward in the race. A seene,
nrecisely resembling a splendid picture in the last of the
Mohicans, now took place.  Kentonavoided the row of his
anemies, and turning to the east, drew the whole party in
pursuit of him.. He doublecl several times with great ac-
m'm,, and at length nbservmg an opening, he darted through
it, and pressed forward to the council house with a r'lpuhtv
which left his pursuers far behind,  One or two of the Indi-
ans suceeeded in throwing themselyes between him and the
goal—and from these alone, he received a few blows, but
was much less injured than he could at first have suppos- {
ed possible.

Assoon as the race was over, a couneil was held in order
to determine whether he should be burnt to death on the spot,
or carried round to the other villages, and exhibited to eve-
ry tribe.  The arbiters of his fate, sat in a circle on the floor
of the council house, while the unhappy prisoner, naked and
bound, was committed to the care of a guard in the open air.
The deliberation commeneced. Iach warrior sat in silence,
while alarge war club was passed round the circle. Those
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who were opposed to burning the prisoner on the spot, were
to pass the club in stlence to the next warrior, those in fa-
vor of burning, were to strike the earth violently with the
club before passing it, A teller was appointed o count the
votes. This dignitary quickly reported that the opposition
had prevailed; that hisexecution was sugpended for the pre-
sent: and that it was determined to take him fo an Indian
town on Mad river, called Waughcotomoco, - His fate was
quickly announced to him by-a renegado white man, who
acted as interpreter. Kenton felt rejoiced at the issue—but
naturally became anxious to know what was in reserve for
him at Wanghcotomoco, He a cordingly asked the white
man “what the Indians intended to do with bim, upon reach-
i

ing the appoinfed place?” “Burx voul G—d d
voullt? was the ferocious reply. He asked no farther
question, and the scowling interpreter valked away.
Instantly preparations weremade for his departure, and
to his great joy, as well as astonishment, his clothes were
restored to bim, and he was permitied to remain unbound.
Thanks to the ferocious intimation of the interpreter, he was
aware of. the fate in reserve for him, and secretly determin-
od that he would never reach Waughcotomoco aliveifit was
possible to @ voidit.  Theinroute lay throughsan upproved
forest; abounding in thickets and updergrowth. - Unbound
ashe was, it would not _be impossible to escape {rom the
hands of his conductors;andifhe could once enter the thick-
ets, he thought that he might be enabled to baffle his pursu-

ers. At the werst, he could enly be refalien—and the fire
would burn no hotter after an attempt to escape, than before.
During the swhole of their march, he remained abstracted
and silent—nofien meditating an cffort for liberty, andas of-
ten shrinking from the peril.of the attempt.

At lenath he was aroused from his reverie, by the Indians
firing off their guns, and raising the shrill sealp halloo. The

10%*
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stomal was soon answered, and the deep roll of a drum was
heard far in front, announcing to the unhappy prisoner, that
they were approaching an Indian town where the gauntlet,
eertainly, and perhaps the stake awaited him. The idea of
a repetition of the dreadful scenes which he had already

ncountered, completely banished the indecision which had
hitherto withheld him, and with asudden and startling ery, he
aprung into the bushes and fled with the speed ofa wild deer.
The pursuit wasinstantand keen,some on foot, some on horse-
hack. But he was flying for his life—the stake and the hot izen,
and the burning splinters, were before his eyes, and he soon
distanced the swiftest hunter that pursued him. But fate was
against him at every turn,  Thinking only of the enemy be-
hind—he forgot that there might also be enemies before—
and before he was aware of what he had done, he found
shat he had plunged into the centre of'a fresh party of horse-
men, who had sallied from the town at the firing of the guns,
and happened unfortunately to stumble upon the poor prison-
er, now making a last effort for freedom. His heart sunk
at once {rom the ardor of hope, to the very pit of despair,
and he was again haltered and driven before them {0 town
like an ox to the slaughterhouse.

Upon reaching the village, (Pickaway,) he was fastened
to & stake near the door of thecouncil house, and the warrs-
ars again assembled in debate. In a short time, they issued
from the council house, and surrounding him, they danced,
yelled, &e, forseveral hours, giving him once more a fore-
taste of the bitterness of death, On the following morning,
their journey was continued, but the Indians had now be-
oome watchful, and gave him no opportunity of even at-
fompting an escape. On the second day, he arrived at
Waugheotomoco. Here he was again compelled to run the
gauntlet, in which he was severely hurt; and immediately
after this ceremony, he was faken to the conncil house, and
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all the warriors once more assembled to determine his fate.

He sat silent and dejected upon the floor of the cabin, a-
waiting the moment which was to deliver him to the stake,
when the door of the council house opened, and Simon Gir-
ty, James Girty, John Ward and an Indian, came in with a
woman (Mrs. Mary Kennedy,) as a prisoner, together with
seven children and seven scalps. Ienton was instantly re-
moved from the council house, and the deliberations of tho
assembly were protracted toayery late hour, in consequence
of the arrival of the last named party with a fresh drove of
prisoners.

At length, he was again summoned to attend the council
house, being informed that his fate wasdecided. Regarding
the mandate as a mere prelude to the stake and fire, which
he knew was intended for him, he obeyed it with the calm
despair which had now succeeded the burning anxiety of the
last few days. Upon entering the council house, he was
greeted with a sayage scowl, which, if he had still cher-
ished a spark of hope, would have completely extinguished
it Simon Girty threw a blanket upon the floor,and harsh-
ly ordered him to take a seat upon it . The order was not
immediately complied with, and Girly impatiently seizing his
arm, jirked him rou ghly upon the blanket, and pulled him
dowr.upon it. In the same rough and menacing tone, Girty
then interrogated him as to the condition of Kentucky.
“How mazny men are there in Kentucly?” “It is impossi-
ble for me toanswer that question,” replied Kenton, $but 1
can tell you the number of officers and their respective
ranks,—you can then judge for yourself.” “Do you know
William Stewart?? “Perfectly well—he is anold and inti-
mate acquaintance.” #What is your own name?? “Simon
Butler!? replied Kenton. Never did the annunciation of a
name produce a more powerful effect. Girty and Kenton
(then bearing the name of Butler,) had served as spies fo-
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wether, in Dunmore’s expedition. The former had not then
abandoned the society of the whites for that of the savages,
and had become warmly attached to Kenton during the short

period of their services together. As soon as he heard the:

name he hecame strongly agitated—and springing from his
seat, he threw his arms around Kenton’s necl, and embraced
him with much emotion. Ihen  turning to the assembled
warriors, who remained astonished spectatora of this extra-
ordinary scene, he addressed them in a short speech, which
the deep earnestness ofhis tone, and the energy ofhis gesture,
rendered eloquent. e informed them that the -prisoner,
whom they had just condemned fo the stake, was his ancient
comrade and: bosom friend: that they had travelled the
same war path, slept upon the same blanket, and dwelt 1
the same wigwam.  He entreated them to have compassion
upon his feelings—to spare him the agony of witnessing the
torture of an old friend, by the hands.of his adopted broth-

ers—and  not to refuse so frifling a fayor as the life of

a awhite man, to the earnest-intercession of cpe who had
proved by three years faithfol service, that he was sin
cerely and zealously devotedito the cause of the lndians. .
The speech was listened. to, in‘unbroken silence. As
soon as he had finished, several chiefs expressed their appro-
Lation by a deep guttural inferjection, while others were e-
qually as forward in making known theix objections to_the
proposal.  They urged that his fate had already been deter-
mined in a large and solemn council, and that they wonld be
acting like squaws to change their minds eveey hour.: ‘They
insisted upon the flagrant misdemeanors of Kenton; that he
had not only stolen their horses, but had flashed his gun at
one of their young men—that it wae in vain_ to suppese
that so bad a man could ever become an Indiap ‘at heart,
like their brother Girty—that the Kentuckians were all a-
like—very bad people—and ought to be killed as fastas they

-
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were taken—and, finally, they observed that many of their
people had come froma distance, solely to assist at the tor-
ture of the prisoner—and pathetically painted the disap-
pointment and chagrin with which they would hear that all
their trouble had been for nothing. e o
Girty listened with obvious impaticnce to the' young war-
riors, who had so ably argued againsta reprieve—and start-
ing to his feet, as soon as the others had concluded, he urged
his former request with great earnestness. He briefly, but
strongly recapitulated his own services, and the many and
weighty instances of attachment which he had given. He
askedif ke could be suspected of partiality to the whites?
When had he ever before interceded forany of that hated
race? Had he not brought sevenscalps home with him from
the last expedition? and had he not submitted seven white
prisoners that very evening to their discretion? Had he ex-
pressed a wish that a single one of the captives should be
saved? This was his first and should be his last request:
for if they refused to kim, what was never refused to the in-
tercession of one of their natural chiefs, he would look up-
on himself as disgraced in their eyes, and considered as un-
worthy of confidence. Which of their own natural warri-
ors had been more zealous than himself? From what expe-
dition had he evershrunk? what white man had ever seen
his back? Whose tomahawlk had been bloodier thanhis?.
He would say no more. He asked itas a first and last fa-
vor; as an evidence that they approved of his zeal and fidel-
ity, that the life of his bosom friend might be spared. Fresh
speakersarose upon each side, and the debate was carried
on for an hour and a half with greatheat and energy.
During the whole of this time, Kenton’s feelings may rea-
dily be imagined. He could not understand a syllable of
what was said. He saw that Girty spoke with deep earnest-
ness, and that the eyes of the assembly were often turned
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upon himself with various expressions. He felt satisfied
that his friend was pleading for his life, and that he was vio-
lently opposed by a large part of ‘the council. At length.
the war club was produced and the final vote taken. Ken-
ton watched its progress with thrilling emotion—which yiel-
ded to the most raptureus delight, as he perceived, that those
who struck the floor of the council house, were decidedly in-
ferior in number to those who passed it in‘silence. Having
thus succeeded in his benevolent purpose, Girty lostino time
in attending to the comfort of his friend. He led him into
his own wigwam,and from his own store gave him a pairof
moccasins and legains, a breech-cloth, a hat, a coat, a hand-
kerchieffor his neck, and another for his head.

The whole of this remarkable scene is‘in the highest de-
gree honorable to Girty,and is in striking contrast to most of
s conduct after his union with the Indians. ~ No man can
be completely hardened, and no character is at all times the

same. Girty had been deeply offended with the whites ;and
knowing that his desertion to the Indians had been univer-
sally and severely reprobated, and that he himselfiwas re-
garded with detestation by his former countrymen—~he seems
to have raged against them from these causes, witha fury

which resembled rather the paroxism of a maniae, than the
deliberate cruelty of a naturally ferocious temper.  Fierce
censure, never reclaims—but rather drives to still greater
extremilies; and this is the reason that renegadoes ave so
much fiercer than natural foes—and that when females fall,
they fall irretrievably.

For the space of three weeks, Kenton lived in perfect
tranquility.  Girty’s kindness was uniform and indefatiga-
ble. He introduced Kenton to his own family, and accom-
panied him to the wigwams of the principal ehiefs, who
seemed all at once to have turned from the extremity of rage
tothe utmost kindness and cordiality, Fortune, however,
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seemed fo haye selected him for her football, and to have
snatched him from the frying pan only to throw him into the
fre. Abouttwenty days after his most providential deliver
ance from the stake, he was walking in company with Girty
and an Indian named Redpole, when another Tndian ceme
from the village towards them, uttering repeatedly a whoop
of peculiar intonation. Girty instantly told Kenton that it
was the distress halloe, and that they must all go instantly to
ihe council house. Kenton’s heart involuntarily fluttered at
the intelligence, for he dreaded all whoops, and hated all
council houses—firmly belieying that neither boded him a-
ny good. Nothing, however, could be done, to avoid what-
ever fate awaited him, and he sadly accompanied Girty and
Redpole back to the village.

Upon approaching the Indian who had hallood, Girty and
Redpole shook hands with him. Kenton likewise offered his
hand, but the Indian refused to take it—at the same time
scowlng upon him ominously. This took place within a
few pacesof the door of the council house.  Upon entering,
they saw that the house was unusually full. Many chiefsand
warriors from the distant towns were present; and their coun-
fenances were grayve, severe and forbidding. Girty, Red-
pole and Kenton, walked around, oftering their hands succes-
sively to each warrior. The hands of the two first were
cordially received—but when poor Kenton anxiougly offered
hishand to the first warrior, it was rejected with the same
scowling eye as before. - He passed on to the second, but
was still_rejected——he persevered, however, until his hand
had been refused by the firstsix—when sinking into despon-
dence, he turned off' and stood apart from the Test.

The debate quickly commenced. IKenton looked cagerly
{owards Girty, ashis last and only hope. His friend looked
inxious and distressed.  The chiefs from a_distance arose

one after another, and spoke in a firm and indignant tone, of-
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ten looking at Kenton with an eye of death. Girty did not
desert him—but his eloquence appeared wasted upon the
distant chiefs, After a warm debate, he turned to Kenton
and said, “well! my friend! you must die!’—One of the
stranger chiefs instantly seized himby the collar, and the oth-
ers surrounding him, he was strongly pinioned, committed to
a guard, and instantly marched off. His guard were on
horseback, while the prisoner was driven before them on
foot, with a long ropearound hisneck, the other end of shich
was held by one of the guard, In this manner they “had
marched about two' and a half miles, when Girty passed
them on horseback, informing Kenton that he had friendsat
the next village, with whose aid he hoped to'be able todo
something for him. Girty passed on to the town, but find-
ing that nothing eould be done, he would not see his friend
again, but returned to Waughcotomoco by a different route.

They passed through the village without halting, and at
the distanee of twoand a half miles beyond it, Kenten had

again an opportunity of witnessing the fierce hate with which
these children of nature regardan enemy. At the distance
of a few paces from the road, a'squaw was busily engaged
in chopping wood, while her lord and master was sitting on

a log, smoking his pipe and directing her labors, with the in-
dolent indifference common to the natives, wheh not undex
the influence of some exciting passion. ~ The sight of Ken-
ton, however, seemed to rouse him to fury, He hastily
sprung up, with a sudden yell—snatched the axe from the
squaw, and rushing upon the prisoner so rapidly as to give
him ne opportunity of escape, dealt him a blow with the axe
which cut through his shoulder, breaking the bone and al-
most severing the arm from his body. He would instantly
have repeated the blow, had not Kenton’s conduetors interfer-
ed and protected him, severely reprimanding the Indian for
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e

attempting to rob them of the amusement of torturing the
prisoner at e —

They soon reached a large village upon the head waters
of Scioto, where Kenton, for the first time, beheld the celé-
brated Mingo Chief, Logan, so honorably mentioned in Mr,
Jefferson’s Notes on Virginia. Logan walked gravely up to
the place where Kenton stood, and the following short con-
versation ensued: “Well, young man, these young men seem
very mad at you?? ¢Yes, sir, they certainly are.® “Well!
don’t be disheartened, Tam a great chief; you are to go to
Sandusky—they speak of burning you there—but I will
send twe runners to-morrow to speak good for you.”? Lo-
gan’s form was striking and manly—his countenance calm
and noble, and he spoke the English language with fluency
and correctness. Kenton’s spirits instantly rose at the ad-
dress of the benevolent chief, and he once more looked
upon himself as providentially rescued from the stake.

On the following morning, two runners were despatched

to Sandusky, as the chief had promised,and until their re-
turn, Kenton was kindly treated, being permitted to spend
much of his time with Logan, who conversed ywith him free-
Iy, and in the most friendly manner. In the evening, the
two runners returned, and were closeted with Logan. Ken-
ton felt the most burning anxiety to know what was the re-
sult of their mission, but Logan did not visit him again un-
til the next morning.  He then walked up to him, aceompa-
nied by Kenton’s guards, and giving him a piece of bread,
told him that he was instantly to be carried to Sandusky ; and
without uttering another word, turned upon his heel and left
him.

Again, Kenton’s spirits sunk. From Logan’s manner,
he supposed that his intercession had been unavailing—and
that Sandusky was destined to be the scene of his final suf-
fering.  This appearsto haye been the truth. But fortune,

11
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who, to use Lord Lovat’s expression, liad been playing. at
cat and mouse with him for the last month, had selected
Sandusky for the display-of her strangeand capricious poy-
or. - He was driven into the town,as usual; and was to have
been hurnt on the following morping, when an Indian Agent,
named " Drewyer, interposed, and”onte more reséued him
from the stake. He was anxious to-ebfain intelligence, for
the British commandant at Detroit—and so'earnestly insis-
teduipon Kenton’s being delivered tp to him; that the indi-
ans at lenath-cons¢nted upon the express condition that al-
ter-the requived information had been obtained, he should a-
vain be placed at:their discretion, To this' Drewver con-
sented, and without- further difficulty, Xenton was trans sfer-
ved to hishands.. Drewyer lost no time in remoying. him fo
Detroit.

‘On the read, he informed Kenton of the condition upon
which he had obtamed possession of his person, assuring
him, however, that no eonsideration should induce himio a-
bandon a prisones (o the me:c}r ‘of suchrwretehes. Having
dwelt at some length upon the gencrosity ofhisown disposi-
tion—and having sufficiently -magnified theservice which
he had just rendered him, he began, at-length, 10 cross ques-
tion’ KKenton as to the force and condition of Kentucky, and
particulazly as- to the number of men- at -fort-Me [I}l{“-]l
Ienton, yery candidly declared his inability to answer ei-

ther queston, observing, -that he was merely a private, antd
by 1o means d(,qmunfl‘al with matlers of an (,nldltfu aid
general import; that his great business had heretofore been,
1o éndeavor o take care of himself—which he had found a
work: of: no small difficulty. Drewyer replied, that hebe-
dieyed him, and from-that time Kenton was iroubled with
no more questions.

- His condition at Detroitwasnot unpleasant. . He was com-
pelled to report himself every morning, to an English officer,
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and was restricted fo certain boundaries through the day ; but
i other respects, he scarcely felt that e wasa “prisoner.
1115 battered body and broken arm, were quickly mptﬂred,
and his emaciated limbs were again clothed with @ proper
pt‘DpUl‘Ii-m of flesh. He remained in this stafe of easv re-
straint from October, 1777, until June, 1778, when he med-
ifated an escape. There was no difficulty ‘in leaving De-
froit—but he would be compelled'to traverse a wilderness of
more than two hundred miles, abounding with hostile Indi-
ans, and atfording no means of subsistence, beyond the wild
oame, which could not- be killed without a gun,  In addi
fion'to this, he would certainly be pursued, and if retaken
by the Indians, Tie might expect a” repetition of all“thathe
had nndergone before—without the - prospect of @ second
inferposition on the part of the Eaglish. These considera-
tions deterred him, for some ftime, from the attempt, but ay
lenoth his impatience became uncontrollable, and he deter-
mined to escape or perish n the attempt. He took hismeas -
ures with equal seerecy and foresight.  He eautiously:Sotin-
ded two young Kentuckians, then at Detroit, who liatd begil
{aleen with Boone at the Blue Eicks, and had'been purchas-
el by the British. - He found them as jmpatient as himselt
of captivily, and resolute to accompany him. Charging
them not to breathe a syllable of their desien to_any other
prisoners, he busied himself for several days in making the
necessary preparations.- ‘Itwas absolutely necessary that
they should be provided*witharms, both for the sake of re-
pelling aitack, and procuring the means of* subsistence; and,

cl

at the same time, it was very difficult to obtain theni, with-

out the knowledze of the British commandant, By patient-

Iy waiting therr opportunity, however, all these preliminary
difficulties were overcome. Kenton formed a close iriend.
ship-with two Indian hunters, deluged them with rum, and
bought their guns for a mere trifle.  After carefully hiding
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them in the woods, he returned to Detroit, and managed ta
procure another rifle, together with powder and balls, froma
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar, citizens of the town. They then ap-

pointed a night for the attempt, and asreed upon aplace of

rendezyous. - All things turned out prosperously.. They
met at the time and place appointed, without discovery, and
taking a eircuitous route, avoided pursuit,and trayelling on-
ly during the night, they at length arrived safely at Lonis-
ville, aftera mareh of thirty days.

Thus terminated one of the most remarkable adventures
in the whole range of western history. - A fatalist would re-
cognize the hand of destiny in every stage of its progress.
[n the infatuation with which Kenton refused to adopt proper
measures for his safety, while such were practicable—in
the persevering obstinacy with which he remained upon the
Ohio shore, until fiight became useless; and afterwards, in
that remarkable succession of accidents, by which, without
the leastexertion on his part, he was alternately tantalized
with a prospect of saf‘ety,and then plunged again intoithe
deepest despair, He was eight times exposed to the gaunt-
let—three times tied to the stake—and as often thought him-
self upon the eve of a terrible death.  All the sentences
passed upon him, whether of mercy or condemnation, seem-
edto have been only pronounced in one council, in orderto
be reversed in another. Every friend that Providence rais-
ed up in his fayvor, was immediately followed by some ene-
my, who unexpectedly interposed, and turned his short

glimpse of sunshineinto deeper darkness than ever. For
three weeks, he was see-sawing between life and death, and
during the whole time, fe was perfectly passive. No wis-
dom, or foresight, or exertion, could have saved him. = For-
tune fought his battle from first to last, and seemed determin-
ed to permit nothing else to interfere. Scarcely had he reach-
ed Kentucky, when he embarked in a new enterprize..
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Lan)

Col. George Rogers Clarke had projected an expedition a-
cainst the hostile posts of Vincennes and Ka.slnukm’ anid-in-
*'ned all Kentuckians, who had leisure and inclination, to
joinhim. Kenton instantly repaired to his standavd, and
shared in: the hardship and glory of one of the 'Joidest, most
essful expeditionsy which have ever graced
e American-arms: ~Lhe results of the campaign are well
lriown, - Secrecy and celerity were eminently eombined 1_1;

“and Clarke ‘shared with the-commonsoldier, in encounter-
ino every fatigue, and braying every. danger. Kenton, as
acted asa spy, and was eminently serviceable, butno
urred, of suflicient 1mportance o obiaina plau,

ardupusand.succe

nbuai
ineident 0co
in these sketches.
From that time,
west, Kenton was i activ
and occasionallyin serious expeditions. He ac-
abortive exp c'diliun against the

until the close of the Indianawar in‘the
ely (,mlrluvwl ”Ulnmllv in a fron-

tier station,
companied Rdwards in his
Indian towns in 1780, at nd shared in Wayne’s decisive cain-
paign of 294 But, as hislife w ill shortly be Ill‘]‘.‘}ll‘*-ht'l ina
w;muu“ volume, it is unnecessary to pursue the subjecti ar-
ther in 2 sketch jike the present,  He is now living on Mad
river; in the Ohio state, near the scene of his former adven-

jures.  His once Ul”:lllllL form is now broken by age; and

his las

st days, will pmbabl'« be spent in poverty @ and nmr!f ét.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Among the earliest and most respectable of the emigrants
to Kentucky, was General Benganmiy Loeaw.  His father
was an Irishman, who had left his own country early inthe
18th century, and settled in Pennsylvania, from which he
subsequently removed to Augusta county, Virginia. ~Here
heshortly afterwards died.  Young Logan, asthe eldest son,
was entitled by the laws of Virginia, to the whole of the
landed property, (his father having died intestate.) Te re-
fused, however, to avail himself of this circumstance, and as
the farin upon which the family resided was too small fo ad-
mit of a division, he "causedit to be sold, and the money to
be distributed among his brothers and sisters, reserving a por-
tion for his mother. ~ At the ége of twenty one, he removed
from Augusta county, to the banks of the Holston, where
shertly afterwards, he purchased” afarm and married. In
1774, he accompanied Dunmore in his expedition, probably
asaprivate. - In’75,he removed to entueky, and soon be-
came particularly distinguished. His person was striking
and manly, his hair and compelexion very dark, his eye
keen and penetrating, his countenance grave, thoughtful and
expressive of a firmness, probity and intellizence, which
were eminently displayed throughout hislife. His education
wasvery imperfect, and confined, we believe, simply, to the
arts of reading and writing. Having remained in Kentue-
ly, in a very exposed situation, until the spring of 776, he
returned for his family, and brought them out to a small set-
tlement, called Logan’s fort, not far from Harrodsburgh.
The Indians during this summer were so numerous and dar-
ing in their excursions, that Logan was compelled to remove
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his=wife ‘and family, for safety, to Harrodsburgh, while Le
himself' remained at his cabins, and cultivated a crop of
Corn.- BRI

In the spring of *77, his wife returned to Logan’s fort:
and seyeral settlers having joined him, he determined to
maintain himself there at all risk. - His courage was soon
put tothe test.  On the morning of the 20th May,a few
days after his wife had rejoined him, the women were milk-
ing the cows at the gate of the little fort, and some of the
garrison attending them, when a party of Indians: appeared
and fired upon them; One man was shot dead and two
more wounded, one of them mortally. The whole paxty,
ineluding one of the wounded men, instantly ran into the fort
and closed the gate.  The enemy quickly " showed them-

selvesupon the edge of a canebrake, within close rifle shot of

the gate, and seemed numerous and determined.  Having &
moment’s leisure to look around, they beheld a ,L:]>ct‘l:1f_;ln;-,_
which awakened the most lively interest and compassion,
A man named Harrison, had been severelywounded. and still
lay near the spot where he had fallen,svithin full yiewboth

of the garrison and the enemy. +Thepoor felloyw was,atin-

tervals, endeavorine to erawlin the direction of the fort, and
had suceeeded in yeaching a cluster of bushes, which, how-
ever, were too thin to shelter his person from the enemy.
His wife and family were in the fort;and in deep disiress at
his situation. The enemy undoubtedly forebore to fire up-
on him, from the supposition that some of the gariison would
attempt to save him, in which case, they held themselves in
readiness to fire upon them from the cancbrake. The case
wasa very {rying.one. It seemed impossible to save him
without sacrificing the lives of several of the garrison, and
their numbers already were far too few for an’ effectual de-
fence, having originally amounted only to fifteen men, three
of whom had already been put horsde combat. Yet the
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was so moving, and the lamentation of his fammiy
<o distressing; that it seemed equally impossible not to make
an offort to relieve him.  Logan endeavored to persuade
of his men to accompany him in a sally, but so evident
as‘the danger, that all at first refused, one
ing that he'wasa “weally map;”
and another dcelaring that he was SOy for. Flarpison, “but
that the skin was closer than the shirt.? = Aty lengthy Johu
ted his courage, and declared his'willingness to
¢ould only die onee;and
The twe

spectaclc:

SOITE
and appallmg w
Herculean " fellow observ

Martin collec
accompany Logan, saying that ‘he
thut he was asready now as he ever would: be.”
ite- and started uporttheir-forlorn expedi-

men opened the gt
They ~bhad  not advanced five

fion, Logan leading the way.
steps, when Harrison perceiving them, made a vigorauset-
fort to xise, uponwhich Martin, supposing him ‘able tohelp
! Harri-
son’s’ strenuth almost ‘instantly failed, and he fell at full
{ength upon the grass. "'Logai_'r'iﬁ-_.pﬁ'tlsed ‘a‘moment “after the
desertion of Martmm, 1li'etl"guﬂﬂéﬁli§!-f'§pfun o forward tothespot
where Harrison lay, rushing througha tremendous: shoyer
ofrifle balls, which was pouredsupon him from every spot a-
cound the fort, capable of covermngsan Indian.  Seizingthe
wounded mah in his arms,he ran with him to - the -fort:
lhrough the'same heavy fire, and entered it unthurt, although
the gate and picketing near him were riddled with ‘balls; and
his hat and clothes pierced in several places.

The fort was now vigorously assailed'in” the Indian man-
andas vigorously defended by the aarrison. - Eheiwo-
moulding bullets; while‘themen
The weakness of the garri-

ner,
men were all employed in
were constantly at their posts.
g;_i}n was not their only grievance.
'iii'nm_unition prevai!cd ,and no supply could he'procu red neay-
‘er than Holston. But how was it fo be obtained? The fort
wag closely -blockaded—the Indians were swarming in-the

A “distressing searcity. of
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woods, and chances were sadly against the probability of
the safe passage of any courier through so many!i._.@p,ﬁge_rs_!_
Under these circumstances, Logan determined to take the
dangerous office upon himself, Afier encouraging the men
as well as he could, with the prospect of a safe and speedy
veturn, he took advantage of a .dark night, and crawled
through the Indian encampment without discovery, Shun-
ning the ordinary route through Cumberland Gap, he arrived
at Holston by by-pathssyhich no white man had yet trodden—
through canebrakes and thickets; over tremendous eliffs and
precipices, where the deer could scarcely obtain footing, and
where no vestige of any of the human family could be seen.
Having obtained a supply of powder and lead, he returned
through the same almostinaccessible paths to the fort, which
he fourd still besieged and now reduced to extremity. The
safe return of their leader inspired them with fresh courage,
and in a few days, the appearance of Col. Bowman’s party,
compelled the Indians to retire.

During the whole of this and the next year, the Indians
were exceedingly troublesome, - The Shawnees particular-
ly, distinguished themselves by the frequency and invetevate

nature of their incursions; and as their capitol, Chillicothe, .

was within striking distance, an expedition was set on foot
against it in 1779, in which Logan served as second in com-
mand.  Capt. James Harrod and John Bulger, ac¢companied
the expedition—the former of whom, shortly afterwards, per-
ished in a lonely ramble—and the latter was killed at the
Blue Licks.. Col. Bowman commanded in chief, The de-
tachment amounted to one hundred and sixty men; consist-
ed entirely of volunteers, accustomed to Indian warfare,

and was well officered, with the exception of its commander.

They left Harrodsburg in July, and took their preliminary
measures so well, that they arrived withina mile of Chilli-
cothe, without giving the slightestalarm to the enemy. Here
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the detachment halted at an early hour in the night, andas
usual, sent out spies to examine the condition of the village

Before midnight they returned,and reported that the enemy
remained. upapprised of their being in the neighborhood,
and were in- the most unmilitary: security, The army was
instantly ‘put in motion, It was determined that Logan.
with.one half of the men, should turnto the Iefiand march
half way around the town, while Bowman, at the head of
the remainder, should m: ke corresponding mareh fo the
risht; thaf both:parties should proceed in silence, until they

lhad metat the opposite extremity of the village, when, hav-
ing thus completelyencircled it, the atfack was to commeace.
Lr;g:m, who was bravery itself; performed his part of the
combinedoperation, with perfect order, and in profound si-
lenee ; and hiaving reached the desighated spot, awaited with
lmpallwce the arrival of his commander.  Hour after hour
stole away, but Bmvnmn did not appear. At 'éuwth dayhght
appeared. Logan still expecting the arrival of his Colonel,

— ordered the mEm {0 oNC &ﬂ%msaiwrcs “inthe _lngLgmss;'nnd

await the expected signal“to attack. an orders, howcver,
arrived. In the mean time, the men; in shifting about
through the srass, alarmed an Indian dog, the only sentinel
on duty: - He 1
in-the direction of the man who had atfracted his attention.
Presently a solitary- Indian left his cabin, and walked cau-

istantly began to bay loudly, and adyance (1

tiously toyards the party, halting frequently, tising upon tip-
toes. and gazing around him. Logan’s party lay close, with
the hope of taking him, without giving the alarm; but at that
instant a.gun was: fired in anopposite quarter of the town,
as wus afterwards ascertained by one of Bowman’s party, and
the Indian, giving one shrill whoop, ran swiftly back to the
c“ourtci! house, - Concealment was now impossible. Logan’s
p:u'ty instantly sprung up from the grass, and rushed upon
the  village, not doubiing for a moment lhat they would'be
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gallantly supported. - As they advanr:ed thcy pexceived In-
fhausnf all ages and of botlrsexes mnmnd’fo 1h&g1'éa‘t'cah—
in, near the centre of the town, where they coilebledm fall
{orce and appeared determined upon an obstinate defence:
Fogan instantly took possession of the “houses  which had
heen deserted, and rapidly advancing from eabin to cabins7at
length established his detachment within close rifle “shot of
the Indian redoubt, © He now listened impatiently for thefi-
ring which should haye been heard from the opposite ex-
tremity of thetown, where ‘he supposed Bowman’s partyto

be. but to his astonishment, every thring remained quietin’
; . ) b |

that quarter.  Inthe mean time his own position had become
critieal. Phe Indians had recovered from their panie, and
keptup a close aud heavy fire upon'the cabins “which cov=
ered his'men.  He had pushed his detachment’so" close ta
the redoubt, that they "ecould neither advance nor retreat
without great exposure.  The enemy outnumbered him, and
eave indications of a disposiiion toturn both flanks of his
;i-msiiinn,zmr_l thas “endanger his retreat. - Under these cir-
ctimstances, ignorant of the condition of his commander,
and cut off from communication with*hii, he forred the bold
and judicious resolution, fo make'a moveahle breéast work of
the planks which formed the floor of the cabins; “and under
cover of it, fo'rash upon the“strong hold- of ‘the enemy and
carry it by main force. Had'this gallaut determination been
carried into effect, and had the movement been prompthy’se-
conded, asit ought t6 have beent by Bowman, the zonflict
would have  been bloody, and the vietory decisive. "Most
probably not “an ‘Indian would have escaped, aad: the con-
sternation which r%uch siﬂml vengeance would have tpread

cursmna. for a consulemble tlme. But b:,imc the necessary
steps could be taken, 2. messenger arrived from Bowman,
with orders*“to refreat.!”
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Astonished at such an order, at a time when honor and
safety required an_offensive movement on their part, Lo-
can hastily asked if Bowman had been overpowered by the
cnmm? No! Had he ever beheld an enemy? No! What
then, was the cause of this extraordinary abandonment ofa
design so prosperously begun?  He did not know—the Co-
lonel had ordered a 1Lt:i3dt‘. Logan, however reluctantly,
was compelled to obey. = A retreat is alwaysa dispinting
movement, and with militia, is almost certain to terminate n
a complete route. - As soon as the men were informed of the
order, a most irregular and tumultuous scene commenced,
Not being 'mm}ed up by the mutual confidence which s
the offspring of discipline, and which sustains regular soldiers
ander all circumstances, they no longer acted in concert.
Tach man selected the time, manner and route of his retreat
for himself. Here a solitary Kentuckian would start up
from behind a stump, and scud away through the grass,
dodging and turning to ayoid the balls which whistled around
him. There adozen men would run hom acabm, and scat-
ter in every direction, each anxious to save himself, and
none having leisure to attend to their nelghbms. The Indi-
ams, astonished at seeing men route themselves in this mao-
ner, sallied out of their redoubts and pursued the stragglers,
as sportsmen would cutup a scattered flook of wild geese.
They soon united themselves to Bowman’s party, who from
some unaceountable panic of their commander or fault in
themselves, had stood stock still near the spot where Logan
had left them the night before. All was confusion. Some
cursed their Colonel; some reproached other officers—one
shouted one thing ; one bellowed another; but all seemed to a-
gree that they ought to make the best of their-say home,
without the loss of a moment’s time, By great exertions on
the partof Logan, well seconded by Harrod, Bulger and the
-present Major Bedinger, of the Blue Licks, some degree of
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order was restored, and a tolerably respectahle rétreat com-
menced. The Indians, however, soon surrounded them on
all'sides, and kept up a hot fire which began to grof.v fatal.

Col. Bowman appeared totally demented, and sat upon his
horse like a pillar of stone, neither giving an order, nor ta-
king any measures to repel the enemy, The sound of the
rifle shots, however, had completely restored the men to
their senses, and they readily formedina large hollow square,
took trees and returned the fire with equal vivacity, The
enemy was quickly repelled, and the troops re-commenced
their march.

But, scarcely had they advanced half a mile, when the
Indians re-appeared, and again opened a fire upon the front,
rear, and both flanks, * Again, a square was formed and the
enemy repelled: hut scarcely had the harrassed troops re-
commenced their march, when the same galling fire was
opened upon them from every tree, bush and stone ca pable
of concealing an Indian. Matters now began to look seri-
ous, The enemy were evidently endeavoring to detain
them, until fresh Indians corld come up in sufficient force to
compel them tolay down their arms. The men began to
be unsteady, and the panic was rapidly spreading from the
Colonel to the privates, At this crisis, Logan, Harrod, Be-
dinger, &c., selected the boldest, and best mounted men, and
dashing into the bushes on horseback, seoured the woodsin
every direction, forcing the Indians from their coverts, and
cutting down as many as they ecould overtake. This deci-
sive step completely dispersed the enemy—and the weary
and dispirited troops continued their retreat unmolested.
They lost nine killed and a few others wounded. But the
loss of reputation on the part of the Colonel, was incalcu-
lable, for, as usual, ke was the scapegoat upon whose head
the disgrace of' the miscarriage was laid. No good reason
has ever been assigned for the extraordinary failure of his
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swn detachment, and the subsequent panic, which he dis-
nlayed, when harrassed in the wood, afford room for suspi-
sion. that either the darkness of the night, or the ery of an
owl (for he did not see the face of an enemy,) had robbed
he Colonel of his usual courage.

It may here be remarked, that the propriety of combin-
ad operations with irregular troops, is at least doubtful, Dii-
ferent corps, moving by d lifferent routes upon the same point,
are liable to miscarriage from o many causes, that the meas-
ure is scarcely ever attended with success, unless when the
trabps are gond, the officers intelligént and unanimous,and
the ground perfectly understood. The intervention of a
ereck, the ignoranceof a guide, or the panic of an officer,
a5°in the case of Bowman, may destroy the unity of the-op-
eration, and expose the detachment W hich has reached itssta-
tion in propez time to be cutoff. Thes sipnal failare of Wash-
ington at GCIU]&HEOWD may, in a great measure, be atiribu-
ted to the comphmted plan"of aitack, as the scveral divis-
ions arrived at different umeb. attacked without concert, and
wero beaten in detall,” Tean' scﬂrccly mr,:cnlicct a single in-
stance, save the affair of Trenton, it whmh ritw troops have
suceeeded by combined operations, andmany miscarriages
in our own annals, may be at tiributed to that circumstance.
Logan returned to Kentucky with a reputation -increased,
rather than diminished, by the failure of the expedition.
His conduct was placed in-glaring contrast-to that of his
qnfortunate commander, and the praise of the ene wasin ex-
act correspondence to the censure of the other.

No other affair of consequence oceurred, until the rash
and disastrous battle of the Blue Licks, in which as we have
seen, Logan was unable to share. He seems to have re-
mained quietly engaged in agricultural pursuits, until the
summer of 88, when he r.:rmdmtcd an expedition against
she north western tribes, which as usual, terminated in bur-
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ning their 1llagc*:-, and cuttmn’ up thexr'cnmﬁclda. cer-
ving to irritafe, but not to subdue the enemy. A single in-

cident ﬂtt"'ldlrl g this expedition, deserves fo be commemora-

Upon approac *hing a large v illage of the ‘:rhananoc

ted.
nal, most of the inhabitants had fled, au

from whiclh, as us
old chief named Moluntha, came out to meet them, fantasti
cally dressed in an old cocked hat, set jauntily upon one
side of his head, and a fine shawl thrown over his shoulders.
[{e carried an enormous pipe in one hand, and a tobaeco
pouchin the other, and strutted -out with the air of an eld
IProneh beaux to smolke the pipe of peace with his enemies.
whom he found himself unable to meet in the field. Nothing
could be more striking, than the foarless confidence with
which he wallked throngh the foremost ranks of the Kentuc-
kians. evidently highly pleased with his own appearance,

and enjoying the admiration which he doubted not, that his
\Llll\. of the Ken-

mixture of utmf:\-inm

cocked hat (1=1d sp slendid shawl inspired.

tuckians were |1|frE ly amused at the 1
and gallantry w hich the poor old man e xhibited, and shook

hands with him very cordially. Unfortunately, however,
he at length approached Major MeGary, whose temper, nc
yer pdl[lCLlldl y sweet, was as much mﬂamed by the sight
of an Indian, asthat of a wild bull by the svaving of a red
flag. ~ It happened, unforfunately too, that Moluntha had
been one of the chiefs who comm‘mded at the Blue Licks, a

disaster which McGary had not yet forgotten, Instead of

aiving his he wnd as the others had done, McGary scowled
upon the old man,and asked him if “he recollected the Blue
Licks! Moluntha smiled and merely repeated the word
«Blue Lieks"—When McGary instantly drew his toma-
hawk and cleft him to the brain. ‘The old man received the
blow without flinching for a second, and fell dead at the feet
of his destroyer, Grcat excitement instantly prevailed in
the army, Some called it a ruthless murder—and others
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swore that he had done right—that an Indian was not to be
regarded as a human being—but ought to be shot down asa
wolf whenever and wherever he appeared. McGary him-
self raved like a madman atthe reproach of his countrymen,
and declared, with many bitter oaths, that he would not only
kill every Indian whom he met, whether in peace or war,
at chureh or market, but that he would equally as readily
tomahawk the man who blamed him for the act.

Nothing else, worthy of being mentioned, océurred during

the expedition, and Logan, upon his return, devoted himself

exclusively tothe civil affairs of the country, which about
this time began to assume an important aspect. The reader
who is desirous of understanding the gradations by which,
from a simple society of woodsmen, Kentucky became
transformed into a boiling vortex of political fury, intrigue
and dissension; will do well to consult Mr. Marshall’s histo-
ry, which, although possessing some peculiarities of opin-
ion, and occasional eccentricities of style, will be found to
contain a strong, clear and sagacious view of the political
events, which succeeded the peace of 1783.
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CHAPTER V. et .

Daring the whole of the Reyolutionary war, the lndmm
had been extremely troublesome to the bacle counties of
Pennsylvania and Virginia, partic -ularly to those { Wash=
uwmn, Youghogany and Westmoreland.” Ia the c-:-.ri"p;-rt

" the veap 1782, however, these irregular exeursions be-
came so galling. that an gxpedition was concerted agains!
the Wyandott \-!llaze lying upon the waters of the Sandus-
ky. ‘Great exertions were made to procure volunteers. Ey-
ery man who should equip himselt withra horse and rife,
was to be exempted from two tours of milifia dut ‘-';zmu 21
luss, either of arms or horses, was (o be repaired out of the
plunder of the Indian towns. | 'The volunitests were, to ren- )
dezvous on the 20th of May, at an old Mingo village, on the i

wvostern shore of: the Ohio, about forty miles above fort Pilt,

and the unfortunate (‘...! Wirnnranx CRAWEBRD- Jyas unan-
imously selected as the leader of ithe expedition »<On the i
appointed day, four ha m(h ed ‘and filty ‘mounted voluntecss
qssembled at the Mingo village, and impatiently awaited the
arpival of their - Colonel.  Crawford instantly accepted the
appointment, which had been so unanimously pressed upon t
him, and o few days before the day of rendezvous, passed
through Pittsburgh, on his way to the appointed place,- He .
there prevailed upon De. Knight to accompany the detach-
mentas surgeon, and having provided sich medieal storesas

were likely torbe useful on the expedition, he lostno time 1D
putting himself at the head of the troops.

.On Saturday, the 25th of May, the little army commenced
itsmarch, striking at once into a pathless wilderness, and .

directing their course due west. On the fourth day, they :J

12%
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halted at the ruing of the old Meravian town, about sixty:

wiles from the Ohio, svhere a few of the volunteers gave @
sample of the discipline which was to be expected from tiie
party, by abandoning the detachment and returning home.
The main body, however, still seemed eager to prosecute the
expedition, and the march was continued with unabated
spirit. On the morning of the 30th, Major Brunton and Cap-
tain Bean, beinga fow hunded yards inadvance of the troops,
observed two Indians, skulking through the woods, appa-
rently observing the motions of the detachment. They in-
stantly fired upon them, bui without success. Secrecy now
being out of the question, itonly remained to press forward
with all practicable dispatch, and afford the enemy as little
time for preparation as possible. As the wilderness began
to deepen around them, and the eritical moment approached
in which their courage would be tried, it became evident that
the ardor of the men was considerably cooled.

On the eleventh day of their march, they reached the spot
where the town of’ Sandusl{ :vha.d fo_lmellg stood, but from
which the Indians had lately removed to a Spnt about eigh-
ton miles below. Here the detachment halted, and here
the insubordinate spirit of the army, firsi displayed itself.
They insisted upon returning home, alleging the tired con-
dition of their horses, and the faet, that their provisions were
likely soon to be exhausted. The officers, yielding to the wish-
es of their constituents, (for the troops had elected their own
officers,) determined, in council, that they would continue
their march for one day longer, and if noIndians appeared,
they would then return home! What'other result than that
which we are now about torecord, could have beenanticipa-
ted from such officers and such men? Just as the council
broke up, a single lighthorseman belonging to the advanced
guard rode in at agailop‘ announcing l.hat large body of In-
dinns were formed in an open wood, a few miles in advanee,
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and seemed determined toarrest the farther progress of the
invaders. Instant preparations were made for battle, The
troops, notwithstanding their previous murmuré-,‘-;idi;&heed
swith @lacrity, and soon came up with the light horsemen,
who were slowly retiving within view of the enemy.- “The
country was generally open,and well adapted to the opera-
tions of cavalry. Here and there a thin copse of woodland
appeared, generally fiee from undergrowth, and giving to
each party a full view of their enemy’s movements. The
[ndians liad partially obtained possession of one of these
copses, although their full force had not yet come up. The
importance of seizing the wood was instantly seen, and
Crawford hastily ordered his men to dismount, tie their hor-
ses, and force the enemy from their position, before their re-
inforcements could arrive. This judicious order was prompt-
Iy and effectually obeyed. Both flanks of the Indian posi
tion were immediately turned, and a rapid and threatening
movement upon their front quickly compelled them to give
way. Crawfordnow took possession of the wood, but searce-
ly had he done s0, when the main body of the enemy hur-
ried up to the assistance of their van, and outflanking Cray-
ford in turn, opened a heavy and galling fire upon his men,
froif which they found it very difficult to obtain proper shel-
ter. The action now became sharp and serious—Crawford
maintaining his ground, and the enemy, (who were hourly
increasing.in number,) making the most strenuous efforts to
regain the wood. EFrom fourin the evening until dusk; the
firing was very heavy, and the loss considerable. During
the whole of this time, scarcely an Indian was visible, un-
loss for amoment, when shifting his position. Their num-
ber could only be ascertained, from the many wreaths of
smoke, which arose from eyery bush, tree, or tuft of grass
within view. At night the enemy drew off, and Crawford’s
party slept upon their arms upon the field of battle.
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On the next day the attack was renewed, but at a more re-
spectful distance. The Indians had apparently sustamed
some loss on the close firingrof the preceding cvening, and
«eemed now determined to await*the arrival of additional
reinforcements.  Occasional shots avere fivod  through the
day, on hoth sides, but withont much injury to either. As
soon as it was dark, the ficld officers assembled in council—
and as the numbers of the enemy were evidently increasing
eyery moinent, it was unanimously determined (o retreat by
night, as rapidly as was consistent with order, and the pres-
crvation of ‘the wounded. The resolution avas quickly ans
notmced to the troaps, and the ‘necessary disposilions made
for carrying it into effect.~ The outposts were silently withs
drawn from the vieinity of the enemy, andas fast asthey
came in, - the troops were formed in three parallel Jines,
with the wounded, borne upon biers, in the centre. By nine
o’clack at night, allmecessary arrangements had been made,
and the retreat began in good “order. - Unfortunaiely, they

had scarely moved  an‘hundred: paces,awhen theveport of

several rifles were heard in theirear, in'the direstion of the
Indian encajupment. The ‘troops ‘instantlv became very
unsteady. At length, a solitary yoice, in the front rank,cal-
ed ‘out, that their design was discovered, and thatthe Indi-
ans would soon he upon them. - Nothing more was necessary.
The cavalrywere instantly broken—and as usual, eachman
endeavered to save himself as he best eould. © A prodigiaus
uproar ensued, which quickly communicated tothe enemy.
that the white men had routed themselves, and that they had
nothing to do bat pick up stragslers. ~ The miserable woun-
ded, notwithstanding the piercing eries with which they sup-
plicated to be taken with them, were abandoned tothe mer
ey of the enemy and sosn put outof pain.

Dr. Knight, the surgeon of the detachment, was 1o the

vear when the flight commenced, but seeing the necessity of
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despatch, he put spurs to his horse and gallbpeti'through the
wood as fast as the darkness of the night would permit. He
had not advanced more than three hundred vards, when he
heard the voice of Col. Crawford, a short distance in fi‘o_ri!,
calling aloud for his son John Crawford, his son-inslaw Ma-
jor Harrison, and his two nephews, Major Rose and William
Crawford. Dr, Knight replied in the same loud tone, that
he belicved the young men were in front. “Is that you,
Doctor?” asked Crawford, eagerly—for no features could be
recognised in the darkness. © “Yes, Colonel'—I am the hind-
most man I'believe!” “No, No!” replied Crawford, anx-
iously, #my son is in the rear yet—I have not been able to
hear of him in front'—Do not leave me, Doctor, my horse
has almost given out—I cannot keep up with the troops—
and wish a few of my best friends to stay with me!” Knight
assured him, that he might rely upon his support in any ex-
tremity, and drew up his horse by hisside. Col. Crawford
still remained upon the same spot, calling loudly for his son,
until the last straggler had passed. . He then in strong lan-
guage reprobated the conduct of the militia,in breaking their
:'ml\b, and abandoning the wounded,—but quickly returned
to the subject of his son—and appeared decply agitated at
the uncertainty of his fate.  Perceiving, however, that fur-
ther delay must terminate in death or captivity, the party
set spurs to their horses and followed the route of the troops.
Presently an old m an and a lad joined them. Crawford ea-
gerly asked if they had seen his son or nephews? They
assured him that they had not,upon which he sighed deeply,
but made noreply. At this instant,a heavy fire was heard
atthe distance of a mile in front—accompanied by yells,
sereams, and all the usual attendants of battle. Nota doubt
was entertained thatthe Indians had intercepted the retreat
of the main body, and were now engaged with them. Hay-
ing lost all confidence in his men, Crawford did dot choose to
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unite his fortune to theirs, and changed his course, to the
northward, in such & manneras to leave the combatants up-
onthe left. He continued in this direction for nearly an

hour, until he supposed himself out of the immediate lineal

the e nemy’soperations, when he again changed his course
to the eastward, moving as rapidly as possible, with an in-
terval of twenty paces between them, and steadily regula-
ting their route by the north star.. The boywhe accompa-
nied themwas brisk and active, but the old man constantly
lngoed behind, and as constantly shouted-aloud for them to
wait for him.© They often vemonstrated with bim on the
impropriety of making so much noise, ata time when all
their lives depended. upon secrecy and celerity, and he re-
peatedly promised to-doso no more. ~ At length, upon cros-
sing Sandusky creek, the old man found himself once more
considerablyin the rear, and once more shouted “aloud for
them to wait, untilhe could come up.  Before they could re-
ply a halloo was heard, in the rear of their left, and appa-
rently not more than one hundred paces from the spot where
the old man stood, Supposing if tobe the cryof an Indian,
they remained still ‘and silent for several minutes, lookmg
keenly around them in the expectation of beholding an en-
emy. Every thing, howeyer, continued silent.  T'he old man
was heard no more, and whether he escaped, or was killed.
could never be ascertained. The party continued their
flight until day break, when Col. Crawfoxd’s horse and that
of the boy, sunk under their riders, and svere abandoned.
Continuing their journey on foot, they quickly fell in-with
Captain Biges, an expert woodsman and gallant officer, who,
in the universal scattering, had generously brought off' a
wounded officer, Lieut. Ashley, upon his own horse,and was
now eomposedly walking by his side, with a rifle in his hand
and a knapsack upon his shoulders, This casual meeting
was gratifying to both parties, and they continued their jour-
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ey with renewed spirits. At three o’clock in tht._‘, afternoon
a heavy rain fell, and compelled them to. ‘encamp. A tem-
porary.shelter was quickly formed by ]mrlunoscverql trees,
after the manner of the Indians, and spreading. the bark
oyer polesso as toforma roof. A fire was then lundmd,a.nd'
the rain continued to pour down in torrents. Theyremair-
ed here through the night, without any accident. - Conting-
ing their route onthe following morning, at the distance of
three miles from the camp,they found a deer, which had re-
cently been killed and skinned. . The meat was peatly
sliced and bundled upin the skin—and a tomahawk lay
near—giving room for suspicion that Indians were in the
neizhborhood.  As the whole party had fasted for thirty six
hours, this wasa very acceptable treaf, and lifting the skin,
with the meat enclosed from the ground, they carried it with
them until they had leisure to cook it.  Haying advanced a
mile further, they observed a smoke in the woods, before
them. The party instantly halted, while Col. Crawford
and Dr. Knioht advanced to reconnoitre. Cautiously ap-
proaching the fire, they found it burning brightly, buteban
doned, from which they inferred that a party had encamped
there the preceding night, and had retired a few minutes be-
{ore their approach. Having cqretuﬂv examined the bush-
es around, and discovered no Indian sign, they directed their
friends in the rear to come up,and quickly sat about prepar-
ing breakfast. Ina few minutesthey observed a white man,
skulking in the rear, examining the trail and apparently ye-
ry.shy of approaching them. ~Calling out to himin a friend-
Iy tone, they invited him to approach without fear, assuring
him that they were countrymen and friends. The man in-
stantly complied, and informed them thathe had killed the
deer which they were cooking, but hearing them approach,
he had taken them for enemies, and had fled'into the bushes
for concealment,
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Highly pleased at this. further accession to their streéngth,
the party breakfasted heartily upon the deer—and continu-
ed their  march. By noon, they had reached the path by
whieh the army had marched a few days before, in their ad-
vance upon  the Indian towns, and some discussion took
place as to the propriety of taking that road homeward.
Biggs and the Doctor strenuously  insisted upon continuing
theireourse through the woods, and avoiding-all paths, but
Crawford overrnled them, assuring them" that the Indians
would not urge the pursuit beyond the -plains, which were
already far behind. Unfortunately, the Celonel prevailed,
and abandoning their due eastern course, the party pursued
the beaten path.  Crawford and Knight moved one hundred
and fifty yards in front, Biggs and his wounded friend Ashley
were in the centre, both on horseback, the Doctor having
lent Biges his horse, and the two men on foot brought up the
rear. They soon had reason to repent their temerity. Scarce-
ly had they advanced a mile, when several Indians sprung
ap within twenty yards of Knight and Crawford, presented
their cuns and ingood English ordered them tostop. Knight
instantly sprung behind a large black oak, cocked his gun
and began to take aim at the foremost.  Crawford, however,
did not attempt to conceal himself—but calling hastily to

Knight, ordered him twice not to fire. Instantly the Indian,
at-whom Knight had taken aim, ran up to the Colonel with
every demonstration of friendship, shook his hand cordially
and asked him how he did. = Knight still maintaining a hos-
tile attitude behind the tree, Crawford ealled to him again,
and ordered him to put down his gun, which the Doctor ve-
ry reluctantly obeyed. Biggs and Ashley, seeing the eon-
dition of their friends, halted, while the two men in the rear
very prudently took to their heels and escaped. One ofthe
Tndians then told Crawford to order Biges to come up and
surrender or they would kill him. The Colonel complied,

-
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but Biggs, f'egling no inelination to obey his commander in
the present instance,very coolly cocked his rifle, took delib-
erate aim at one of the Indians, and fired, althoughwithout
offect:  He and Ashley then put spurs totheir horsesand for
the time escaped. ¢ ‘he two prisoners were then takento
the Indian camp, whieh stood within a few miles of theplace
where they were taken—and on the next evening, five Dela-
wares came in with the scalps and horses of Biggs and Ash-
ley, who it u]ipe:-].'l"egl'; Kad returned to the road, and were in-
tercepted a few miles further on.

On the morning, which was the 10th of June, Crawford
and Knight, together - with nine more prisoners, were con-
ducted by their captors, seventeen in number, to the old town
of Sandusky, about thirty three miles distant. "The main bo-
dy halted at night, within eight miles of the village, but as
Col. Crawford expressed great anxiety to speak with Simon
Girty, who was then at Sandusky, he was permitted to goon
that evening, under the care of two Indians. On Tuesday
morning, the 11th of June, Col. Crawford was brought back
from Sandusky on purpose to march into town with'the other
prisoners. Knight eagerly accosted him, and asked if*he
had seen Girty? The Colonel replied in the affirmative—
and added; that Girty had promised touse his utmost inflo-
ence  for his (the Colonel’s) safety—but was fearful of the
consequences, as the Indians generally, and particularly
Captain Pipe, one of the Delaware chiefs, were much i0-
eensed against the prisoners, and were endeavoring to haye
them all burned. The Colonel added, thathe had heard of
his. son-in-law;, - Col. Harrison, and his nephew, William
Grawford, both of whomhad been taken by the:Shawanees,
and admitted to mercy.  Shortly after this communication,
their capital enemy, Captain Pipe appeared. - Hisappear-
ance was by no means unprepossessing, and he exhibited
none of the ferocity, svhich Knight, from Girty’s accounty

13
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had been led to expect. On the contrary, his manners were
bland and his language flattering. But one ominous circum-
stance attended his visit.  With his own hands, he painted
ecery prisoner black! While in the act of painting the Doc-
tor, he was as polite and affectionate as'sa French valet, as-
suring him' that he should soon go fo the Shawanee town
andsee his friends; and while painting the Colonel, he told
him that his head should he shaved, 1. é., he should be adop-
ted, as soon as he arrived at the Wyandott town. ~ Asgoon
as the prisoners were pamnted, they were conducted towards
‘he town, Capt. Pipe walking by the side of Crawford, and
treating himwith the utmost kindness, while the other pris-
oners, with the exception of Doctor Knight, were pushed on
nhead of him.

As they advanced, they were shocked at observing the
hodies of four of their friends, who had Just left them, ly-
ing near the path, tomdhawl\t.d and scalped, with an inter-
val of nearly a mile between each. They had evidently
perished in running the sanntlet. = This spectacle” was re-
carded as asad presage of 'their own fate. * In a short time
they overtook the five prisoners whoremained alive. Thex
were seatedon the ground, and appeared much dejected.
Nearly seventy squaws and Indian boys surrounde
menacing them with knivesand tomahawks. and c\hanalmv
upon them every abusive epithet which their language affor-
ded. Crawford and Knight were compelled tosit down a
part from the rest, and ll!llIlE'(!ldTL‘]\ afterwards, the Doctor
was given to a Shawanee warric r, to be cnndu(tul
town, while the Colonel remained station
and squaws then fell upon the other

d them,

to their
ary. The boys
prisoners, and toma-

hawked them ina moment. Among them was C aptain Me-

Kinley, who had served with reputation throughout the rey-

olutionary war until the capture of Cornwallis. An old

withered hag approached him, brandishing a long knife, and
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seizing him by the hair, instantly cut off his headand kick-
ed it near the epot where Crawford satin momentary expec-
tation ofa similar fate. Another destiny, however, was re-
served for him. After having sufficiently exhausted their
rage upon the lifeless bodies of the five prisoners, the whole
party started up, and driving Crawford before them, march.
ed towards the village. = Presently, Girty appeared on horse-
hacl, coming from Sandusky.. He stopped for a few mo-
ments, and spoke to €rawford—then passing to the rear of
the party, addressed Knight: ¢Is this the!Doctor?” enquired
he, with an insulting smile. “Yes! Mr. Girty, I am gladto
see you™? replied poor Knight, advancing towards him, and
anxiously extending his hand. But Girty cursed him ina
savage tone, ordered him to begone and not to suppose that
rascal.© Upon this,

he would give his hand tesuch a
the Shawanee warrior who had him in custody, dragged
him along by a rope.  Girty followed on horseback, and in-
formed him that he was to go to Chillicothe.  Presently they
came to a spot where there was a large fire, around which
about thirty warriors, and more than double that numbey of
boys and squaws were collected.  As soon as the Colonel -
rived, they-surrounded him, stripped” him naked; and com
pelled himto sit on the ground near the fire.. - They then fell
uponhim, and beathim severely with sticks and their fists.
[n a few minutes a Targe stake was fixed in the grouad, and
piles of hickory poles, rather thicker than a man’s thumb,
and about twelve feet in length, were spread around it. Cel.
Crawford®s hands were then tied behind his back—a strong
rope was produced, one end of which was fastened to the
ligature between his wrists, and the other tied to the bottom
of the stake. The rope waslong enough to permit him to
wall around the stake several times and then rewurn:
Fire was then applied to the hickory poles, which lay in
piles at the distance of sixor seven vards from the stake.
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The Colonel observing these terrible preparations, called to
Girty, whosat on horseback, at the distance of a few yards

from the fire, and asked if the Indians were going to burn

him. Girty very coolly replied in the affirmative. = The
Colonel heard the intelligence with firmness, merely obser-
ving, that hie would bear it-with fortitude, When the hicko-
ry poles had been burnt asunder in the middle, Capt. Pipe
arose and addressed the crowd, in a tone of great energy,
and with animated gestures, pointing frequently to the Colo-
nel, who regarded him with-an appearance of unruffied com-
posure. - Assoon as he had ended, a loud whoop burst from
the assembled throng, and they all rushed atonce upon the
unfortunate Crawford. For several seconds, the erowd was
so greataround him, thatKnight could not see what they
were ‘doing—but in & short time, they had dispersed suffi-
ciently to« give him a view of the Colonel. His ears had
been cut eff; and the blood was streaming down each side of
his fice. A terrible scene of forture now commenced. The
warriors shot charges of powder into his naked hody, com-
mencing with the calves'of his legs, and continuing to his
neck. ‘The boys snatched the burning hickory: poles and
applied them to his flesh. * As fast as heran around the stake,
to.avoid one party of tormentors, he was promptly met at
every turn by others, with burning poles, red hot irons, and
rifles loaded with powder only; so that in a few minutes near-
ly one hundred charges of powder had been shot into his bo-
dy, which had become black and blistered in a dreadfil man-
ner. . The squaws would take up a quantity of coals and

hot ashes, and throw them wupon his body, so that in  few -

minutes he had nothing but fire to walk upon. In the ex-
tremity of his agony, the unhappy Colonel called aloud upon
Girty, in tones which rang through Knight’s brain with mad-
dening efiect: “Girty! Girty!! shoot me through the heart!!
Quick?! ‘quick!! Do not refuse me!!” #Dont you see
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I have no gun, Colonel ! replied the monster, bursting inio
a loud laugh, and then turning to an Indian " beside him, he
uttered some brutal jests upon the naked and miserable ap-
pearance of the prisoner, ~While this awful scene wasbe-
ing acted, Girty rode up to the spot where Doctor Knight
stood, and told him that he now had a foretaste of what was
in reserve for him at the Shawanee towns, e swore that
he need not expect to escape death—but should suffer it in
all the extremity of torture! Knight, whose mind was deep-
|y agitated at the sight of the fearful scene before him, toolk
no notice of. Girty, but preserved an impenetrable silence.
Girty, after coldly contemplating the Colonel’s sufferings
for.a few moments, turned again to Knicht, and" indulged'in
a bitterdnvective against a certain Col. Gibson, from whom
he said, he had received deep injury, and dweltupon the de-
light sith which he would see him undergo such tortures as
those which Crawford was then suffering. He observed, i
ataunting tone, that most of the prisoners had said, that the
white people would not injure him, if the chance of warawas
to throw him into their power—but that for his own pagt; he
should be loth to try the experiment—*Ithinl (added he
with 2 laugh,) that they weuld roast'me alive, with‘more
pleasure, than those red fellows, are now broiling the Colo-
nel'—What is your opinion, Doctor? Do you think they
would be glad to see me?? Still Knight made no answer,
and in a few minutes Girty rejoined the Indians.

The terrible scene had now lasted more than twe hours,
and Crawford had become much exhausted. He walked
slowly around the stake, spoke.in a low tone, and earnestly
besought God to look with compassion upon him, and pardon
hissins.  His nerves had lost much of their sensibility, and
he no longer shrunk from the firebrands with which they in-
cessantly touched him, At length he sunk in a fainting fi

upon bis face, and lay motionless,  Instantly an Indian
13;’!—
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sprung upon his bacl, knelt lightly upon one knee, made &
cireular incision with his knife upon the crown of his head,
and clapping the knife between his teeth, tore the scalp off
with both hands. ~ Scarcely had this been done, when a with-
ered hag approached with a board full of burning embers,
and poured them upon (he erown of his head, now laid bare
to the hone. The Colone! groaned deeply, arose, and again
walled slowly around the stake!'—But why continue a de-
seription so horrible? Nature at length could endure no
more, andata late hour in the night, he was released by death
from the handsof his tormentors.

Atsun set, Dr. Knight was removed from the ground, and
taken to the house of Captain Pipe, where, after having
heen securely bound, he was permitted to sleep unmolested.
On the next morning, the Indian fellow to whose care he had
heen committed, unbound him, again painted him black,
and told bim he must instantly march off for the Shawanee
village. The Doetor was a small, wealk man, and had
sunk much under the hardship to which he had been expos-
ed—and this, probably, was the cause of his having been
committed unbound to the guardianship of a single Indian.
They quickly left Sandusky, and in a few minutes passed by
the spot where Crawford had been tortured. His flesh had
been enfirely consumed, and his bones, half burnt and black-
ened by the fire, lay scattered around the stake. The Indi-
an fellow who guarded him, uttered the scalp halloo,  ashe
passed the spot, and insultingly told Knight, that “these were
the bones of his Big Captain!”? Knight was on foot, the
[ndian mounted on a poney and well armed, yet the Doctor
determined to effect his escape, or compel his enemy to shoot
him dead upon the spot.  The awful torture which Crawford
had undergone, had left a deep impression upon his mind:
The savage intimation of Girty was not forgotten—and he
regarded death, by sliooting, as a luxury compared with
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the protracted agony of the stake, Anxious, however, 10

full the suspicious temper of the Indian, whe Rppe&red to be
extremely vigilant, he spoke to himin a clieerful, eonfident
{one, and pretended to be entirely ignorant of the fate which
awaited him at the Shawanee town. He found the {ellow
yery sociable, and apparently as simple as he could wish.

Upon his asking if they were not to live together in the
same cabin, like brothers, as soon as they arrived at the end
of their journey, the Indian seemed pleased, and replied,
““yes.” He then asked the Doctor, if he could make awig-
\‘.-am? The Doctor boldly asserted, that he was a capital
workman in wood, and could build a wigwam, to which their
most spacious councll houses were mere hovels. Thisas-
sertion evidently elevated him in the Indian’s esteem, and
they continued to chat in a very friendly manner, each pro-
bably thinking that he had made a dupe of the other.

After travelling abouf twenty five miles, they encamped
for the night, when Knight permitted himself to be bound.
The Indian then informed him, that they would reach the
Shawanee village about the middle of the next day, and seem-
ed to compose himself to rest. Knight frequently attempt-
ed to untie himself, but was as often frustrated by the inces-
santwvigilance of the Indian, whose dark eyes were rolling
around him throughout the whole night. ~ At daylight, the
indian arose and unbound his prisoner, who instantly de-
termined to attempt an escape without further delay. His
conductor did not immediately leave the spot, but began to
rekindle their fire which had burned low, and employed him-
self diligently in giving battle to the myriads of gnats, that
swarmed around him, and fastened upon his naked body with
high relish.  Knight seeing him rub his back with great en-
ergy, muttering petulam]v in the Indian tongue, asked if he
should make a smoke behind him, in order to dme the gnats

away. The Indian told him to doso; and Knight arising

L e~ L e R




et

Yo SKETUHES OF

from his seat, took the end of a dog-wood fork about eichtédn
mehes in length, and putting a coal~of fire between it and "_
another stick, went behind the Indian as if tokindle a fire.
Gently laying down the coal, he paused a mement to collect
his strength, and then struck the Indian a furious  blow up-
on the back of the head, with the dog-wood stick. The fel-
low stumbled forward, and fell with his hands in the fire,
but instantly rising again, ran off with great rapidity, how-
ling most dismally. Knight instantly seized the rifle which
his enemy had abandoned and pursued him, intending to
shoot him dead on the spot, and thus prevent pursuit—but in
drawing back the cock of the gun too violently, he injured
it so much that it would not go off—and the Indian frighten-
ed out of his wits, and leaping and dodging with the activity
of awild cat, at length effected his escape.

On the same day about noon, as Knight afterwards learn-
ed from a prisoner who effected his escape, the Indian ar-
rived at the Shawanee yillage, with his head dreadfully cut
and his legs torn by the briars. e proved to bea happy mix-
ture of the braggadocio: and céwéll'd , and treated his {ellows
witha magnificent description of "Ris contest with Knight,
whom he represented as a giant in stature (five feet seven in-
ches!) and a buffalo in strength'and fierceness, He said
that Knight prevailed upon him to untie him, and thatwhile
they were conversing like brothers, and while he himself
was suspecting no harm, his prisoner suddenly seized a dog-
wood sapling, and belabored him, now on this side of his
head, now on the other, (here his gestures were very lively,)
until he was scarcely able (o stand! ~ That, nevertheless, he
made a manful resistance, and stabbed his gigantie antaco-
nist twice, once in the back, and once in the 1L;t-;l'l)‘, but HUQ;,}_,-
that his knife made: no impression upon the strength of the
prisoner, he was at length compelled to leave him_, satisfied
that the wounds which he had inflicted must at length prove
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mortal, The Tndians were much diverted at his account of
the affair, and laughed loud and long, evndenﬂy not believ-
ing asyllable of the tale—at least so far as his own n prowess
was eoncerned.

In the mean time, Knight finding it useless to pursue the
ndian, to whom terror had lent wings, hastily returned to
the fire, and taking the Indian’s blanket, moccasins, bullet
bag and powder horn, lost no time in moying off, directing
his course towards the north east. About half an hour by sun
he came to the plains already mentioned, which were about
sixteen imiles wide. Not choosing to eross themby day-
light, he lay down in the high grassuntil dark, then guided
by the north star, he crossed them rapidly, and before day-
fight had reached the woods on the otherside.  Without hal-
ting for a moment, he continued his march until late in the
afternoon, crossing nearly at right angles the path by which
the troops had advanced, and moving steadily to the north-
ward, with the hope of avoiding the enemy who might still
be lingering upon the rear of the troops. In the eveninghie
felt very faint and hungry, having tasted nothing {or three
days, and very little since his captivity. ~ Wild gocseberries
grew very abundantly in the  woods, but being still green,

they required mastication, which he was unable to perform,

his jaws having been much injured by a blow from the back
of a tomahawk. There was a weed, however, which grew
in the woods, the juice of which was gmtef‘u[ to the palate,
and nourishing to the body. Of this he sucked plentlfully,
and finding himself much refreshed, was enabled to contin-
ue his journey. Supposing that he bad now advanced suf-
ficiently to the northward to baffle his pursuers, he changed
his course and steered due east. Wishing, if possible, to
procure some animal food, he often attempted to rectify the
lock of his gun, supposing that it was only wood bound, but
having no knife, he was unable to unscrew it, and was at
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length reluctantly compelled to throw it away as a useless
burden. His jaw rapidly recovered, and he was enabled to
chew green gooseberries, upon which, together with two
young unfledged black birds, and one land tarapin, (both de-
voured raw,) he'manased to subsist for twenty one days,
He swam the Muskingum'a few miles below fort Lawrence
and crossing all [}d.l]]r-: directed his steps to the Ohio river.
He struck it ata few miles below fort MeIntosh on the eve-
ning of the 21st day, and on the morning of the 22d reach-
ed the fort in safety.

Such was - the lamentable expedition of Col. Crawford.
rashly undertaken, injudicionsly prosecuted, and termina-
ling with almost unprecedented calamity. The insubordi-
nate spirit of the men, together with the inadequacy of the
force, were the great: causesof the failure.  The first was
incident to the nature of the force—but the second might
have been remedied by a little consideration. Repeated d!--
asters, however, were necessary to convince the Americans
~of_the necessity of employing a sufficient force—and it was
not until they had suffered by the experience of ten more
years, that this was at length ™ done." The defeat of Brad-
dock had been bloody, but not disgraceful.  Officers and
soldiers died in battle, and with arms in their hands. Not
a man offered to leave the eround until a retreat was order-
ed. . Crawford, on the contrary, perished miserably atthe
~ml\o,m did most of hismen. They were taken in'detail,

skulking through the woods, to avoid an enemy, whom they
might have vanquished | )y union, steadiness, and courage.
[t stands upon record as one of the most calamitousand dis-

araceful expeditions which has ever stained the American
dr'ras
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CHAPTER V.,

During the old French war, J
Virginia, was taken by a part
banks of White rive

OHN SIOVER, a native of
y- of Miami Indians, on the
r, and immediately conducted to the In-
dian town of Sandusky. Here he resided from his eighth
to his twentieth year. At the treaty of Pitisburgh, in the

fall of 278. he camein with the Shawanee nation, and acci-
' 7

dentally meeting with some of his relations, he was recog-
nized, and’ earnestly exhorted to relinquish his connection
with.the Indians, and return to his friends, He yielded with
some reluctance, (having become strongly attached to a say
age life,) and having probably but little re
farm, afier the easy life which he
ted in the continental army

lish for labor on a
had led in Ohio, he enlis-
, and served two compaigns with
Having been properl y discharg-
and county, and when the unfor-
frod was set on foot, was strongly
urged to.attend in the capacity of a. guide. Conquering
the distaste which he naturally felt, atthe idea of condueting

a hostile army against his former friends, he yielded to the
and shared in all the dangers of

persuasion of his neighbors

the army. At the moment when the rout took place, Slover
was in the immegdiate neighborhood of the enemy, attending
to a number of horses that were grazing on the plain. But
the uproar in front, occasioned by the tumultuous flight of
more than four hundred men, soon warned him of his dan-
ger. . He hastily mounted the best horse within reach, and
put him to his utmostspeed..  He soon overtook the main bo-
dy, and was among the foremost when the Indians attempt
ed to intercept them. A deep bog crossed the line of retreat,

credit, as a sharp shooter.
ed, he settled in Westmorel
tunate expedition of Craw




156 SKETCHES OF

o and oceasioned immense confusion. 'Those-who first reach-
L . ed it, plunged in without hesitation, but after strugeling for
j 2 few minutes their horses stucl fast, and were necessarily
’ bandoned. ‘The darkness of the night, and the hurry of
the retreat, prevented the rear from profiting by the misfor-
tune of the van, Horseman after horseman plunged medly
into the swamp, and in a few minutes, a scene which baf-
¥ fles all attempt at description took place. -Not"one‘tenth
- part of the horses were able to struggle through. = Theirri-
ders dismounted and endeavored on foot, to reach the‘eppo-
2 B site side. The Indians pressed upon them, pouring an inces-
s o sant fice upon the mass of fugitives, some of whom were
. completely mired, and sunk gradually to the chin, in which
iy 4 condition they remained until the following morning; others,
with great difficulty, effected a passage, and continued their
flight on foot.

Slover having struggled for several minutes fo disengage
his horse, was atlength compelled to abandon him, and wade
through the morassas he best could, on foot. Afteriineredi-
ble fatigue and danger, he atiéngzth reached the firm ground,
covered with mud, and frightened not'a little-at hearing the
oy yells of the enemy immediately behind him, and upon each

! flank, many of them having crossed a few hundred. yardsa-
\ bove, where the mud was not so deep. Ina few minuies he

. overtook a party of six men on foot, having been compelled
; like himself to abandon their horses, and two of them hay-
ing even lost their guns.  Finding themselves hard pressed
by the enemy, who urged the pursnit with great keenness,
they changed their course from an eastern to a yyestern di-
rection, almost turning upon their own trail, and bending
their steps towards Detroit, - In a short timethey struck the
same swamp, although considerably higher up, and were
compelled to wait until daylight in order to find their way
across. Having succeeded at length, in reaching the oppor
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site side, they travelled Lhroughouf the _d'ay'., 'direct.]y_t_owards
the Shawanee towns. This, as the eventproved, was fines-
sing rather too much. They would certainly aveid their

pursuers, but they were plunging into the midst of the Indi-
an settlements, and must expect to meet with roving bands

of Indians in every direction.
At 10 o’cloek, they halted for breakfast, havi ng eaten no-
thing for two days. -While busily engaged with their ration
of cold pork and corn bread, they were alarmed by hearing a
halloo immediately behind them, which was mmstantly an-
swered by two others upon each flank. Hastily dropping
their wallets, they fled into the grass, and falling upon their
faces, awaited with beating hearts the approach of the ene-
my. Presently, seven or eight Indians appeared, talking
and laughing in high spirits, evidently ignorant of the pres-
ence of the fugitives. In a few minutes they had passed,
and the party cautiously returned to their wallets. The
fright, however, had completely spoiled their appetites, and
bastily gathering up the remnant of their proyisions, they
continued their journey, changing their course a liftle to the
north, in order to ayoid the party who had just passed, By
twelve o’clock, they reached a large prairie,- which it was
necessary for them to cross, or return upon their own foot-
steps. In the prairie they wonld. be much exposed, as an
enemy could see them at a vast distance, but to return to the
spot from which they had started was so melancholy an al-
ternative, that after a short and anxious consultation, it was
determined at all risk to proceed. - They accordingly enter-
ed the vast plain, which stretched for many miles before
them, affording no means of concealment but the grass, and
advanced rapidly but cautiously, until ahout one o’clock,
when the man in front, called their attention to a number of
moving objects ahead, which seemed to approach them.
Fhe grass was high, and the objects indistinet. They might
14
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be Tndians or elk or buffalo, but whoeveror whatever thay
were, it would be as well perhaps not to await their coming.
They accordingly crawled aside, and again lay down in the
grass—occasionally lifling theirheads in order to reconnoi-
tre the strangers.  Asthey drew near, they pereeived them
to be a party of Indians, but from the looseand. straggling
manner-in which they walked, and the loudnessof their voi-
ces, they were satisfied that they had not ‘been detected.
The Indians quickly passed them and disappeared in the

grass. ~ The party then arose and continued their ]uunev,.

looking keenly around them, in hourly expectation of anoth-
er party of the enemy.

In the evening, a heavy rain fell, the coldest.that they
had ever fclt, and from ‘which it was impossible to find a shel-
ter - Drenched to the skin and shivering with cold, they
waded en through the grass until near sunset, when to their
great joy they saw a deep forest immediately in front, where
they could obtain shelter as well from the storm as itu. enc-
my. 'The rain, hewever, whmh had poured in torrents while
they were exposed toit, ce1sed al once assoon s Ihcy had
reached a shelter.  C umldclmrr this a good omen, they en-
camped for the night, and on the following morning, recom-
menced their journey with renewed spirits. - They  were
much delayed, however, by the infivmitv. of two of their
men, one of whom had burnt his foot severely, and the oth-
er's kneeswere swollen with the rheumatisim;, The rheu-
matic traveller, at length, fell conside orably behind.: T'he
party halted, hallooed for him, and whistled loudly upon
their tlmrfrcr~ but invain. They saw him no more on their
march, although he afterwards reached W heeling in safety,
while his stronger companions, as we shall quickly sec, were
rot 8o fortunate.

They had now again shified their course, and were mar-
ching in a straight direction towards Pittsburgh. They had.
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passed oyer the most dangerous part of the road,and had
thus far, got the first view of every enemy who appeared.
On the morning of the third day, however, a party of Indi-
ans, whohad secretly dogged themfrom the prairie, (through
which their trail had been broad and obyious,) had now-out-
The first
imtimation which Slover had of their existence, was a close

steipped them and lay m ambush on their road.

discharge of rifles, shich killed two. of their party dead.
"The four survivers-instantly ranto the trees, but two of their
guns had been left in the swamp, so that fwo only remained
fit for service.  Slover, whose gun  was in good order, took
aim at the foremost Indian, who, raising his hand warningly,
told him not to fire, and he should be treated kindly.  Slov-
er-and his two unarmed companions instantly surrendered,
but John Panl, the youth, refused to be included in the ca-
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pitulation. and being equally bold and active, completely

hatfled his pursuers and came safely into Wheeling.

Oine of the Indians, instantly

recognized Slover, having

been present athis capture many years before, and havig

afterwards lived with him at Sandusky.

He called him by

hig Iadian name (Mannucheothe,) and reproached him mdig-
nantly for bearing arms against his brothers. Slover was

somewhat confused at the charge, fearing that his recogni-

tion would be fatal to himwhen he shonld veach the Indian
towns. They were taken back to the prairie, where the In-

dians had left their horses, and each mounnting a horse, they

moved rapidly towards the nearesttown, which proved.to be

Waughcotomoco, the theatre of Kenton’s -adventure, four

years before.

Upon approaching the town,the Indians, who

had heretofore beenvery kindto them, suddenly began to lock

sour, and put. themselves into a passion by dwelling upon

theirinjuries, - Presently, as usual, the squaws, boys, &c.

came out, and the usual scene commenced.
ceme tired of abusing and switehing them, and having se-

They soon be-
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lected the oldest of the three, they blacked his face with
coal and water. The poor fellow was much 1g1tated, and
cried bitterly, frequently asking Slover'if they were not go-
ing to burn him.  The Indians, in their own language, has-
tily forbid Slover to answer him, and coming up to their in-
tended victim, patted him upon the back, and with many hon-
ied epithets, assured him that they: wouldnothurt him. They
then marched on to the large town, about two miles beyond
the small one, (both bearing 1]10 same name,) having as
tisualy sent a runner in advance to inform the inhabitants
of their approach. The whole village presently flocked
out,and a row was formed for the gauntlet. The man who
had been blacked aftracted so much attention, that Slover
and his companion scarcely received a blow. The former
preceded them by twenty vards, and was furiously attacked
by every individual, Loads of powder were shot into his
body, deep woundq were inflicted with knives and toma-
hawke, and sand was thrown into his eyes, and he was sey-
eral times knocked down by cudgels. Having heard that
he would be safe on reaching the: council house, he forced
his way with gigantie strength, through all oppomtlon,:-and
grasped the post with both hands, his body" burnt with pow-
derand covered with blood. He was furiously torn from
his place of refuge, however, and thrust back among his en-
emies, when finding that they would give him no - quarter,
he returned their blows witha fury equal to their own, cry-
ing piteously the whole time, and frequently endeavoring to
wrest a tomahawk from his enemies. This singular scene
was continued for nearly half an hour, when the prisoner
was atlength beaten to death. Slover and his companion
reached the post in safety, and were silent spectators of the
fate of their friend. As soon as he was dead, the Indians
cutup hus body, and stuck the head and quarters upon poles
in the centre of the town.
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Onthe same evening, he beheld the dead bodies of young
Crawford and Col. Harrison, and a-third whom'he supposed
to he Col. McCleland, the second in command. = Pheir bo-
dies'were black and mangled, like that™ of theirunfortunate
companion, hayving been beaten to death a few hoursliefore
their arrival. - As he passed bv the bodies, the ndians smil-
edmmaliciously, and asked if he knew theni? - He mentioned
their names, upon which thev nodded with much satisfac-

¥
i
i

tion. In the evening all-the deadbodics were dragoed be-
vond the limitsiof the'town andabandoned to- the dogs and
wolves. In'twenty four hours, theivhones only “were to he

d v
Seeh.

On the following morning, Slover's only “surviving ‘com-

panion” was marched “off to'a~neighborine-town, and “never

heard “of afterwards.” Slover, himsclf, was™ summoned in
the-evening (oattend at the'council house, and give “an ac-

connt of his eonduct. ~ Heretofore he had generally been

. R e e <=3 | FOSINE S P ) U PR o = iy | |
treated with kindness, and on the first day of" the council, he

thim to death.” Bt

saw nosvinptoms of a disposition (o pi

|
on the seeond day, James Girty arrived fiom Crawidrd'sex-
cention,and instantly threw theswhole Wci:-:;ht -of his ‘infiu-
cnea inte the scale” acainst the ]iri'sunm‘,‘;' He "dwelt with
mieh emphasis upon the ingratitude of Slover; in Servingas
a spy-against those whohad formerly freated” him with such

distinouished kindness, apdiserupléed- not'to affirp1, that ina

cenfidential eonversation which he had had with the prison-
er, on that morning, he had asked-him “how he would like
to live again with his old friends?’—Upan which Slover had
laushed, ane replied, that “he” would stay until ' he had an
opportunity of taking a scalp,: and would then steal a horse

and return to the-whites.?

Slover knew many of his judg-
es'by name, spoke their langnage fluently, and made a vi-
oorans defence. = He said, that during the wheletwelve years
of his former - captivity amongst them, he  had given am-
ll‘r
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ple proofs of his fidelity to the Indians. That, although he*
had a thousand opportunities, he had never once attempted

an escape, and there were seyeral now present who could tes-

tify that, at the treaty of fort Pitt, he had left them withre:

luctance in compliance with the earnest solicitations of his
family! That he had then taken ledve of them publicly, in

broad daylight, in time of profound peace, and with their

fuli approbation. That he then bad no ideaof the existence

of a future war, but when war came, it was his duty to ac-

company his countrymen to the field against the Indians,
precisely as he would have accompanied the Indians former-
Iy against the ‘whites, That it was the undoubted duty of
every warrior to serve his country, without regard to his own

private feelings of attachment;that he had done so—and if
the Indians thought it worthy of death,-they could inflictthe

penalty upon him !—he was alone and in their power !—That

Mr. Girty’s assertion was positively false—he had not ex-

cha-né"ed'a syllable with him, beyond a brief and cold saluta-

tion, when they had met in the morning, not to mention the

absurdity of supposing that' if he had- really entertained

such an idea, he would have communieated'it to Girty '—the

sworn enemy of the whites, and as he believed his own per-

sonal enemy.

This vigorous and natural defence, seemed to make some
impression upon his enemies. -~ Girty’s assertion was so stri-
kingly improbable, that very few gave it credit,.and some of
Slover’s old friends exerted themselves actively in'his be-
half. ~The council suspended their decision for several days,
and in the mean time, endeavored to gain information from
him, as to the present condition of Virginia. Slover inform-
ed them that Cornwallis had been captured, together with
his whole army, which astonished them much, and compel-
led them to utter some deep guttural interjections. But Gir-
ty and McKey became very angry, swore that it was a lie,
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and renewed their exertions with increased ardor; to have
him brought to the stake. While his trial was pending, he
was unbound, and unguarded, was invited to all their dan-
ees, and suflered to reside as an inmate in the cahi_jx of an
old squaw, who treated him with great affection.  Girfy
was blustering, ferocious and yulgar in his manners, but
McKey wassilent, grave and stern, never addressing Slov-
er, and seldom speaking in council. He lived apart from e
the rest in a handsome: house, built of white ocak logs, ele-

cantly hewed,and neatly covered with shingles. - His ha- i
tred to the whites was deep and inveterate, and his influence ¥
was constantly exerted against every prisoner who came be-
fore him. 'They spared nopains. in endeavoring to entrap
Slover into some unguarded words, which might injure him .
with the indians. A white man one morning asked Slover 5l
to walk out with him, as he had samething of importance "

R, L = R

to communicate. As soon as they had gained the fields,
the fellow halted, and in a confidential tone, informed Slover
that he had two brothers living upon the banks of the Poto- f
mae, whom he was desirous of seeing again—that thelndi- ,
ans had given him his life, for the present,but they were |
such capricious devils, that there was no t_:on_f_idept_:e.-to be

plaged in them, and he felt disposed to_eseape, while it was -
in his power, if Slover would accompany him. = Slover heard : ;
him coldly, and with an appearance of great surprize, -
blamed him for entertaining so rash a project, and assured

|’

him that ke was determined to encounter no such risk..  The f ;

emissary of Girty and McKey, returned instantly to the } J

. council, and- reported that Slover had eagerly entered into i "
the project,and was desirons of eseaping that evening. 5 ":f
Two daysafterwards, a very large council was held, be- P g

ing composed of warriors from the Shawanee, Delaware; : ?
Wyandott, Chippewa and Mingo tribes. ~T'wo Indians came . :

to the wigwam in order to conduct Slover once more before
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his judges, but the old squaw coneealed himbeneath a lavge
bear skin, and fell upon the two messengers so fiercely with
her tongue, that they were" compelled 1o refreat with some
ipitation, - This zeal'in lis seryice, on the part of thc

old squaw, was rather alarming than gratifyine to- Slover,
for he rightly conjectured that somethine evil was brewing,
which he kuew that she would be unable fo avert. He was
not Jong in suspense, Within two hours, Girty came into
the hut, followed by more than forty “warriors, and seiziny
Slover, stripped him- naked, bound his-hands behind “him,
painted-his body black, and bore himoff" with great violenee.
Girty exulted greatly in the success of his efforts, and load-
ed himn with curses and 1'01‘!"~'!;1t'f1cs, assuring him  that he
would now get what he had long deserved.

&

‘The prisoner was ‘borne off to a town at the distance of

five miles from Wanghcotomoco, where he was met as u snal,
by all the inhabitants, and beaten in the ordina: ypanner for
one hoor. They then cmnul him ‘to ancther lttle village
about twa miles distant, avhere a stake  and hickony ‘poles
had been prepared, in order to burn-him thatevening The
scene of “his intended -wnmat['m was the counecil houss, part
of which was coyered with shingles, and the *remainder: cn-
tirely open at top, :1'.'..'! very slightly-boarded at the sides: In
the'apen space, a ;::r‘.:-.}'-.-:n‘ been sunl in the ground, andthe
faggotscollected. ~ Slover was dr aggedto the stake, his'hands
bound behind hiiil,d;l-] then fastened o the pv'(u:-«m Graw

ford’s case.” Fire was quickly applied tothe fhoonts '\vhif;h
began to blaze briskly. - An orator then, as usig i}, adaressed
the ~ assembly, in order to inflame  their passions tothe pro-
per height, Slover ‘seeing his fate inevitable rallied: his
courage, and prepared to.endure if with firmness. - Tor (he
last half hour the wind had been high, but the clouds were
light, and appeared drifting vapidly away, While the orator

was speaking, however, the wind suddenl lulled, and a hea-
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vy shower of rain fell which instantly 'gx_tjhguiahgd the fire,
and drencked the prisoner and his enemies to the skin. Poor
Slover, who had been making preparations to battle with
fire, was astonished af finding himself deluged'ﬁll-.':ét once
with so different an element, and the enemy seemed noless
s0. 'They instantly ran under the covered part of the house,
and left the prisoner to take the rain freely, assuring him
from time to time, that he should be burned on the following
morning. As soon as the rain ceased, they again surroun-
ded him, dancing around the stake, kicking him severely,
and striking him with sticks, until eleven o’clock at night.
A tall young chief named ¢“Half Moon,” then stooped down
and asked the prisoner if “he was nct sleepy?’ Slover,
somewhat astonished at such a question, and at such a time,
replied in the affirmative. Half Moon then untied him,
conducted him intoa strong block house, pinioned his arms
until the buffalo tug was buried in the flesh, and then pas
sing another thong around his neck, and tying the other end
.to one of the beams of the house, left him under a strong
guard, exhorting him to sleep soundly, for that he must*eat
fire in the morning.” o o

The prisoner, on the contrary, never closed his eyes, a--
waiting:anxiously until his guard should fall asleep. They
showed, however, no inclination to indulge him. Two of
them lay down a little after midnight, but the: third sat up
talkingand smoking until nearly daylight. He endeavored
to entertain Slover, by speculations upon his (Slover’s) abili-
ty to bear pain, handling the painful subjeet with the zest of
an amateur, and recounting to the prisoner, the parficulars
of many exhibitions of the same kind which he had witness-
ed. He dwelt upon the entertainment which he had no
" doubt Slover weuld afford, exhorting him to bear it like a
man, and not forget that he had once been an Indian him-
self.  Upon this torturing subject, he talked, and smoked,
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and talked again, until the prisoner’s nerves tingled, asif
the hot irons were actually hissing against his flesh. At
length the tedious old wan’s head sunk graduallv upon his
breast, and Slover heard him suoring loudly. He paused
a few moments, listening intently. His heart beat so strong-
ly, that he was fearful lest the Indians should hear it, and ar-
rest him in hislast effort to escape.  They did notstir, how-
ever, and with trembling hands he ‘endeavored to slip the
cords from hisarms over bis rist.  In this he succeeded with-
out much difficulty, but the thong around his neck was more
obstinate.  -He attempted to gnaw it in two, but it was as
thick as his thumb and as hard as iron, being made of a sea-
soned buffalo’s hide.. Daylight was faintly breaking in the
cast, and he expected every -moment, that his tormentors
would summon him to the stake. In the agony and earnest-
nessof his feelings, the sweat rolled in big drops down his
~ {oreliead, and the quickness of his hreathing awakened the

old: man. ~Slover lay still, fearful of being detected; and
kept his arms under-his” back.. The old Indiau yawned,
stretched himself; stirred the fice, and then lay down again,
and began - to snore as loudly as ever.” Now was the time

or never! e seized the rope with both hands and giving
it_several quick jerks, conld scarcely believe his senses,
when he saw the knot come untied, and felt himself atliber-
ty. - He arosc lightly, stepped silently over the bodiesof the
sleeping Indians; and in a moment stoed in the open air.
Day was just breaking—and the inhabitants of the village
had not yet avisen. He looked around for a moment to see
whether he was observed, and then ran hastily into a corn-
field, in order to conceal himself.  On the road he had near-
Ly stumbled upon a squaw and ssveral children, who were
asleep under a tree. Hastily avoiding them, he 1an through
the cornfield, and observing a nuniber of horses on the other
side, he paused a moment, untied the cord, which still con-
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fined his right arm, and hastily fifting it into'a’ halter, ap-
proached afinestrong colt, about four: years old; that fortu-
nately proved as centle as he could wish: Fanc‘ying that

he heard a dooropen behind him, he sprung-upon his back
as lightly as @ squirrel, although every limb was broisedand

swollen, by the severe beating of the preceding night, and
as the wonds were open and the groundlevel, he put his horse
to his utmost speed and was soon  out of sight. “Confident
that pursuit would not be delayed more than fiften minutes.
he never slackened his speed until about ten o’clock in the
day, when he reached the Scioto, at'a point fully fity miles
distantfrom the village which he had left-at dayviight.

He here paused a ‘moment, and allowed the noble animal,
who had borne him so gallantly, to breathe for a few min-
utes, - Hearing, however, that the enemy had “pursued him
with the same mad violence, he quickly mounted his horse a-
gain, and plunged into the Sciofo, which was now swollen
by the recentrains. = His horse'stemmed the eurrent hand-
somely, but began to fail 1nascending the opposite bank. He
still, hawever, urzed him to full speed, and by three o’clock
had left the Scioto move than twenty miles belind, swhen his
horse sank under-him, having galloped upwards of seventy
miles.=“8loyer - instantly sprung from his back, and ran on
foot-until sunset, ~Halting fora - moment, he heard a halloo,
farbehind him, and ‘seeing the keenness of the pursuit, he
continued to rununtil ten'o’clock atnight, when he sunk upon
the cround, and vomited yiolently., ~ In two hours the moon

arose, which he knew would enable the enemy to follow his

trail through the'nigh*—and again starting up, he' ran for-
ward untilday. - During the night he had followed = path,
butia the morning he.abandoned it, and changing his course,
followed a high ridge, covered with rank grass and weeds,
which he carefully put back with a stick as he passed through
it in order to leave asindistinct a trail as possible. On that
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evening he reached some of the tributariesof the Musking-
un, where his naked and blistered skin attracted millions
of musquetoes, that followed him day and night, effectually
prevented his sleeping,and carefully removed such particles
of skin as the nettles had left, so that if his own account is
to be credited, upon reaching the Muskingum, which he did
on the third day, he had been completely peeled from head
to foot, - Here he found a few wild raspberries; which was
the first food he had tasted for four days. He had ‘neverfelt
hunger, but suffered much from faintness and exhaustion:
He swam the Muskingum at Old Comer’s town. and looking
hack, thought that he had put a great deal of ground between
himself and the stake, at which he had been found near Wa-
cotomoco—and that it would be very strange if, having been
brought thus far, he should again- fall into the power of the
eneny.

On the next day he reached Stillwater, where he caught
two- erawfish, and" devoured them raw. Two days after-
wards, he struck'the 'Ghiblfiirer:-irﬁmédiately opposite Whee-
ling, and perceiving a man standing upon the Island, he cal-
led to him, told him his name, and asked him to bring over a
canoe for hnm. * The fellow at first was very shy, but Slover
having told the names of many officers and privates, who had
accompanied the expedition, he was at length persuaded to
venture across, and the fugitive was safely transported tothe
Virginia shore; after an éscape which has few paraliels in re-
al life, and whicly seems even to exceed the Bounds of proba-
ble fiction. :
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CHAPTER VI

In the present chapter, we shall notice several circums
stances, in the order in which they oceurred, none of which
singly, are of sufficient importanee to occupy a ehapter to
themselves. - In the autumn of 1779, a number of keel boats
were ascending the Ohio under the command of Maj. Rods-
ers, and had advaneced as far as the mouth of Licking with-
out accident. Here, however, they observed a few Indians,
standing upon the southern extremity of a sandbar, while a
canoe, rowed by three others, was in the act of putting off
from the Kentueky shore, as if for the purpose of taking
them aboard. = Rodgers instantly ordered the boats to be
made fast on the Kentucky shore, while the crew, to the num-
ber of seventy men, well armed, cautiously advaneed in
such a manner asto encircle the spot where the enemy had
been seen to land.  Only five or six Indians had been seen,
and no one dréamed of encountering more than fifteen or
twenty enemies.  When Rodgers, however, had, as he sup-
posed, completely surrounded the enemy, and was preparing
torush upon them, from several quarfers at once, he was
thunderstruck at beholding several hundred savages sudden-
ly spring up in front, rear, andupon both flanks! They in-
stantly poured in a close discharge of rifies, and then throw:
ing down their guns, fell upon the survivors with the tona-
hawk! 'The panic was cemplete, and  the slaughter prodi-
gious. - Major Rodgers, together with forty five others of
his men, were almost instantly destroyed. The survivors
made an effort to regain their boats, but the five men. who
had been left in charge of them, had immediately put off
from shore in the hindmost boat, and the enemy had already
15
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gained possession of the others. Disappointed in the at-
tempt, they turned furiously upon the enemy, and aided by
the approach of darkness, forced their way through their
lines, and with the loss of several severely wounded, at
length effected their eseape to Harrodsburgh.

Among the swounded was Captain Robert Benham, Shozt-
ly after breaking through the enemy’s line, he was shot
through both hips, and the bones being shattered, he instant-
ly fell to the ground. - Fortunately, a large tree had lately
fallen near the spot where he lay, and with great pain, he
dragged himself into the top, and lay concealed among the
branches - The Indians, eager in pursuit of the others, pas-
sed him without notice, and by midunight all was quiet,  On
the following day, the Indians returned to the battle ground,
inorder tostrip the dead and take care of the boats. Ben-
ham, although in danger of famishing, permitted them to
pass without. making known his condition, very correctly
supposing that his erippled:legs, would only induce them fo
tomahawlc him upon the spot, in order to avoid the trouble of
carrying him to their town. He lay close, therefore, until
the evening of the second day, when perceiving a raccoon
descending a tree, near him, he shot it, hoping to devise some
means of reaching if, when he could kindle a fire and make
a meal. .- Scarcely had his gun cracked, however, when he
heard a human cry, apparently not more than fifty yards off.
Supposing if to be an Indian, he hastily reloaded his' gun,
and remained silent, expecting the approach of an enemy.
Presently the same voice was heard again, but much near-
er.  Still Benbam made no reply, but cocked his gun and sat
ready to fire assoon as an ohjut:t appeared, A third halleo
was quickly heard, followed by an exclamation of impa-
tience and distress, which convineed Benham that the un-
known must be a Kentuekian, As soou, therefore, as he

heard the expression “whoever you are—for God’s sake an-
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swer me!P—he replied with readiness, and the parties were
soon together. Benham, as we have already observed, was
shot through both legs!—the man who now appeared, had
escaped from the same battle, with both armsbroken! Thus
each was enabled to supply what the other wanted. Ben-
ham having the perfect use of his arms, could load his'gun
and kill game, with great readiness, while his friend having
the use of his legs, could kick the game tothe spot where
Benham sat, who was thus enabled to coolk it.  When no
wood was near them, his companion would rake up brush
with his feet, and gradually roll it within reach of Benham’s
hands, whe constantly fed his companion, and dressed kis
wounds, as well as his own—tearing up both of their shirts
for that purpose. 'They found some difficulty in procuring
water, at first—but Benham at length took his own hat, and
placing the rim between the teeth of his companion, directed
him to wade into the Licking, up to his neck, and dip the
hat into the water (by sinking his own head.) The man
who could walk, was thus enabled to bring water, by means of
his teeth, which Benham could afterwards dispose of as was
necessary. ersnehEé

in a few days, they had killed all the squirrels and birds
within reach, and the man with the broken arms, was sent
out to drive game within gunshot of the spot, to which Ben-
ham was confined. Fortunately, wild turkeys were abun-
dant in those woods, and his companion would walk around,
and drive them towards Benham, who seldom failed to kill
two or three of each flock. In this manner, they supported
themselves for several weeks, until their wounds had heal-
ed, so as to enable them to travel. They then shifted their
quarters, and put up a small shed at the mouth of Licking,
where they encamped until late in November, anxiously ex-
pecting the arrival of some boat, which should convey them
to the falls of Ohio.
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On the 27th of November, they observed a flat boat mov-
ing leisurely down the river. Benham instantly hoisted his
hat upon a stick and hallooed loudly for help. The crew,
however, supposing them to'be Indians—at least suspecting
them of an intention to decoy them ashore, paid no atten-
tion to their signals of distress, but instantly put over to the
opposite side of the river, and manning every oar, endeav-
ored to pass them as rapidly as possible. Benham beheld
them pass him with a sensation bordering on despair, for
the place was much frequented by Indians, and the approach
of winter threatened them with destruction, unless speedily
relieved. At length, after the boat had passed him nearly
half a mile, he saw a canoe put off from its stern, and cau-
tiously approach the Kentucky shore, evidently reconnoiter-
ing them with greatsuspicion. He called loudly upon them
for assistanee, mentioned his name and made known his con-
dition. - Aftera long parley, and many evidences of reluc-
tarice on the part of the erew, the cance at length touched
the shore, and Benham and his friend were taken on board.
Their appearance exeited mueh suspicion.  They were al-
most entirely naked, and their faces 'were garnished with six
weelks ;__gl't'm'th-p[‘ beard. The one was lJ&I‘E])-’ able'fo hol-
ble upon crutches, and the other could manage to feed him-
self with one of his hands, They were instantly taken to
Louisville, where their clothes (which had been carried off
in the boat which deserted them) were restored to them,
and aftera few weeks confinement, both were perfectly re
stored.

Benham  afterwards served in the northwest throughout
the whole of the Indian wa r—accompanied the expeditions
of Harmer and Wilkinson, shared in the disaster of SL.
Clair, and afierwards in the triumph of Wayne.  Upon the
return of peace, he bought the land, upon which Rodgers had




been defeated, and ended his days in tanquility, amid the
scenes which had witnessed his snfferings,

larly in the spring of 1780, Mr. Axexanprp M’Coxye,
of Lexington, Ky. went into the woods on faot, to hunt deer.
He soon killed a large buck, and returned home for g ho

rse,
in order to bring it in. During his absence, a party of five
Indians, on one of their usual skulking expeditions. acciden-
tally stumbled on'the body of the deer,and perceiving that

it had been recently killed, they naturaily supposed that the

hunter would speedily return to secure the flesh.  Threo of

shotaf

wo_followed the trail of the humn.
ter. and waylaid the path by which he was expected to re-
turn. “MecConnel, expecting no dange
long the path, which the

had eome within' view of the deer, when he was firod
by'the whole party i

them, therefore, taok their stations within “close rifie
the deer, while the other t

r, rode carelessly -
two scouts were watching, until he

Lpon

killed. While faboring
toextricate himself ]

. i . :
P animai, he was SelZed by

his enemies, instantly | borne off asa pris-
oner. ~ His captors, however. seemed tol

he a merry, oond
s and permitte:} him toaccompany them
unbound—and what was rather extraordinary, allowed him
and hunting accontrements. He accompa-
nied them “with oreat apparent. cheerfulness through the

'

i bl ol bl e
naturea set of fellows

to retain his gun

day, and displaved his dexterity in shooting dcer for the use

the company, uatil they “began to regard him

of with
great partiality,  Having travelled with them in this man-
ner for several days, they at lenoth reached the banks of
the Ohio river. Heretofore, the Indians had taken -the pre-
caution to bind him at night, although not very securely: but
on that evening, he remonstrated with them on the subject,
1e pain which the cords gave

him, that they merely wrapped

and complained so strongly of'tl

» 1
the buffalo tug loosely a-

round his wrists, and having tied it in an easy knot,

and at-
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tached the extremities of the rope to their own bodies, 1
order to prevent his moving without awakening them, they
very composedly went tosleep, leaying the prisoner to follow
their example or not as he pleased,

McConnel determined to effect his escape that niglit, if
possible, as on the following morning they would cross the
river, which would render it much'more difficult. He, there-
fore, lay quietly until near midnight, anxiously ruminating
upon the best means of effecting his objéct. Accidentally
casting his eyes in the direction of his feet, they fell upon
the glittering blade of a knife, which had escaped its sheath,
and was now lying near the feet of one of the Indians: To
ceach it with his hands, without disturbing the two Indians,
to whom he was fastened, was impossible, and it was‘very
hazardous to attempt to draw it up with his feet. This,
however, he attempted. - With much difficulty he grasped
i blade between his toes, and after repeated and long con-
tinued efforts, succeeded at length in bringing it within reach
of his hands,  To cut his cords, was then but the work of a
moment, and gradually and silently extricating his person
from the armsof the Indians,-he walked to the fire and sat
down. He saw that his work was but half done.” That if
he should attempt to return home, without destroying his
enemies, he would assuredly be pursued and probably over-
raken. when his fate would be certain. On the other hand,
it seemed almost impossible for a single man to succeed 1n
a conflict with five Indians, even although unarmed and a-
sleep. He could not hope 10 deal a blow with his knife so
silently and fatally, asto destroy each one of his enemies in
turn, without awakening the rest —Their slumbers were
proverbially light and restless—and if he failed with a sin-
ole one, he must instantly be overpowered by the survivors.
"The knife; therefore, was out of the question. After anx-
-ous refiection for a few minutes; he formed his plan. The
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guns of the Indians were stacked near the fife—theit knives
and tomahawks were in sheaths by their sides.  The latter
he dared not touch for fear of awakening their owners—but
the former he carefully removed, with the excéption of two,
and hid them in the woods, where he knew the Indians
would not readily find them. He then returned to the spot
where the Indians were still sleeping, perfectly ignorant of
the fate being prepared for them, and taking a gun ineach
hand, he rested the muzzels upon a log within six feet of
his victims, and having taken deliberate aim at the head of
one, and the heart of another, he pulled both trigoers at the
same moment. Both' shots were fatal. At the report of
their guns, the others sprung to their feet, and stared wildly
around them.  MecConnel, who Fed run instantly to the spot
where the other’ rifles were hid, hastily seized one of them
and fired at two of his enemies, who happened to stand in a

line with each other, The nearest fell dead, being shot
through the centre of the body; the second fell also, bellow-

ing loudly, but quickly recovering, limped off into the woods
as fast as possible. The fifth, and only one who remained

unhurt,; darted off’ like a deer, with a yell which announced

equal ferror and astonishment. MecConnel, not wishing tir
fight any more such battles, selected his own rifle from the

stack, and made the best of his way to Lexington, where he

arrived safely within twoe days.

Shortly afterwards, Mrs. Dunlap, of Fayette, who had
been several months a prisoner: amongst the Indians on Mad-
river, made her escape, and returned to Lexington. She
reported; that the survivor returned to his tribe with a lam-
entable tale.  He- related that they had taken a fine young
hunter near Lexington, and had brought him safely as faras
the Ohio;—that while encamped upon the bank of the riv-
er; a large party of white men had fallen upon them in the
night, and killed all his companions, together with the poor




——

176 SKETCHES OF
defonceless prisoner, who lay bound hand and foot, undble
sither to escape or resist! X

Farly in May, 1781, MeAfee’s station, in the neighbor-
hood of Harrodsburgh, was alarmed. - On the morning of the
gth, Samuel McAfee, accompanied by another man, left the
fort in order towisit a small plantation in the neighborhood,
and at the distance of three hundred yards from the gate, they
were fired upon by a party of Indians in ambush, The man
who accompanied him instantly fell, and MecAfee attempted
to regain the fort, While running rapidly for that purpose,

he found himself suddenly intercepted by an Indian, who,
1 himself directly in

apringing out of the canebralke, plantec
There was notime for compliments. Bach glar-
} both raising

her.

his path.
ed upon the other foran instant in silence, anc
their guns at the same moment, pulled the triggers toget
The Indian’s rifle snapped, while McAfee’s ball passed di-
rectly through his brain. Haying no time to reload his guin,
he sprung over the body of his antagonist, and continued his
flicht to the fort, When  within-one hundred yards.of the
aate, he . was met by his two brothers, Robert and James,
who, at the report of the ‘guns, had hurried out to the assis-
rance of their brother. — Samuel hastily informed them of

J

their:danger,and exhorted them instantly toreturn, James

yeadily complied, but Robert, deaf toall remonstrances, de-
elared that he must have awview of the dead Tadian.  He
van on, forthat purpose, and having regaled himself with
that spectacle, was hastily returning by the same- path,
when he saw 'five or six Indians between him anrd the fort,
evidently bent upon taking him alive. All his activity and
presence of mind was now put in request.. He ran !'E{{‘EI_EI}'
from tree fo tree, endeavering to tumn their flank, and reach
one of the gates,and after a variety of turns and doublings
in the thick wood, he found himself pressed by only one In
Jian, “MeAfee, hastily throwing himself behind a fence,
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turned upon his pursuer and compelled him to take shelter
behind a tree. Both stood still for a moment—MeAfee hay-
ing his gun cocked, and the sight fixed upon thetree, at the

spot where he supposed the Indian would thrust out hishead

in order to have a view of his antagonist. After waitmg 2.
few seconds he was gratified.  The Indian slowly and cau-
tiously exposed a part of his head, and began to elevate his
rifle. As soon as a sufficient mark presented itself McAfee
fired, and the Indian fell.  While turning, in order to contin-
ue his flight, he was fired on by a party of six, which com-
pelled him again to tree. But scarcely had he done so,
when, from the opposite quarter he received the fire of three
more enemies, which made the bark fly around him, and

knocked up the dust about his feet. Thinking his post ra-
“ther too hot for safety, lie neglected all shelter, and ran di-

rectly for the fort, which, in defiance of all oppiosition, he
reached in safety, to the mexpressible joy of his brothers,
who had despaired of hisreturn.

The Indians now opened a heavy fire upon the fort, in
their usual manner; but finding every effortuseless, they has-
tily decamped, withont any loss beyond the tsvo who had
fallen by the hands of the brothers, and With_out having in-
flicted any upon the garrison. Within half an hour, Major
McGary brought up a party from Harredsburgh at full gal-
lop, and uniting with the “garrison, pursued the enemy with
all possible activity. ‘They soon ovértook them, and a sharp
action ensued, The Indians were routed in a few niinutes
with the loss of six warrors left dead upon the ground, and
many others wounded, who as usual were borne off:.  The
pursuitwas continued for several miles, but from the thick-
ness of the woods, and the extreme activity and address of
of the enemy, was not very effectnal. MecGary lost onc
man dead upon the spot, and another mortally wounded.
About the saime time, Bryant’s station was much harrass-
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ed by small parties of the enemy. This, as we havealrea-
dy remarked, was a frontier post, and generally received the
brunt of Indian hostility. It had been settled in 1779 by
four brothers from North Carolina, one of whom, William,
had married a sister of Col., Daniel Boone. 'The Indians
were constantly lurking in the neighborhood, waylaying
the paths, stealing their horses and butchering their cattle.
[tat length became necessary to hunt in parties of twenty
or thirty men, so as to be able to meet and repel those: at-
tacks, which were every day becoming more bold and fre-
quent. -One afternoon, about the 20th of May, William
Bryant, accompanied by twenty men, left the fort on a hun-
ting expedition down the Elkhorn creek.  They moved with
caution, until they had passed all the points where ambus-
cades had generally been formed, when, seeing no enemy,
they became morebold, and determined, in order tosweep -.
large -extent of country, to divide  their company into two
parties.  One of them, conducted by Bryant in person, was~
to descend the Elkhorn on its southern bank, flanking out
largely, and occupying as much ground as possible. The
other, under the orders of James Hogan, a young farmer in
good circumstances, was to move down in a parallel line up-
ofithe north bank. The two parties were to meet at night,
and encamp together at the mouth of Cane run.  Each punc-
tually performed the first part of their plans. Hogan, how -
ever, had travelled but a few hundred yards, when he heard
a loud voiee behind him exclaim in very good English, “stop
boys!” - Hastily looking back, they saw several Indians on
foot pursuing them as rapidly as possible.  Without halting
to count numbers, the party put spurs to their horses, and
dashed through the woods at full speed, the Indians keeping r
close behind them, and at times gaining upon them. There
was a led horse in company, which had been brought with
them for the purpose of packing game. This was instant-
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ly abandoned and fell info the hands of the Indians.  Sever-
al of them lost their hats in the eagerness of flight; but
quickly getting into the open woods, they left thieir_'pursuers
so far behind, that they had leisure to breathe and enquire
of each other, whether it was worth while to kill their horses

hefore they had ascertained the number of the enemy. They_

quickly determined to cross the creek, and await the ap-
proach of the Indians. If they found them superiorto their
own and Bryant’s party united, they would immediately re-
turn to the fort—as, by continuing their march to the mouth
of Cane run, they would bring a superior enemy upon their
friends and endanger the lives of the whole party. . They
accordingly crossed the creek, dismounted, and awaited the
approach of the enemy. By this time it had become dark.
the Indians were distinctly heard approaching the creek up-
on the opposite side, and after a short halt, a solitary warri-
or deseended the bank and began to wade through the stream.

Hogan waited until they had emerged from the gloom of

the trees which grew upon the bank, and as soon as he had
reached the middle of the stream, where the light was more
distinct, he took deliberate aim and fired, A great splash-
ing in the water washeard, but presently all became quiet.
The pursuit was discontinued, and the party, remourniting
their horses, returned home. Anxious, howeyer, to apprize
Bryant’s party of their danger, they left the fort before day-
light on the ensuing ‘morning, and rode rapidly down the
cereek, in the direction of the mouth of Cane. When within
a few hundred yards of the spot where they supposed the en-
campment to be, they heard the report of many guns in
quick succession. Supposing that Bryant had fallen in with
a herd of ‘buffalo, they quickened their march in order to
take part ‘in the sport.  The morning was foggy, and the
smoke of the guns lay so heavily upon the ground that they
could see nothing until they had approached within twenty

BT
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yvards of the creek, when they suddenly found themselves
within pistol shot of a party of Indians, very composedly
seated upon their packs, and preparing their pipes. Beth
parties woremuch startled, butquickly recovering, they shel-
tered themselves as usual, and the aetion opened with great
vivacity. .- The Indians maintained their ground for half an
hour, with some firmness, but being hard pressed in front,
and turned in flank, they at length gave way, and being close-
ly pursued, were ultimately routed, with  considerableloss,
which, however, could notbe distinctly ascerfained. Of
Hogan’s party, one man was killed on the spet, and three
others wounded; none mortally.

It happened that Bryant’s company, had encamped at the
mouth of Cane, as had been agreed upon, and were unable
to account for Hogan’s absence.  That, about daylight, they
hadhearda bell at a distance, which they immediately re<"
cognized as the' one belonging to the led horse which had ac-
companied Hogan’s party, and which, as we have seen, had
been abandoned to the enemy the evening before. Supposing
their friends to be bewildered in the fog, and unablé to find
their camp, Bryant, accompanied B'}f Grant, one of his men,
mounted a horse, and rode to the spat where the beil was
still ringing. - They quickly fell into an ambuscade, and
were fired upon.”  Bryant was mortally, and Grant severely
wounded, the first being shot through the hip and both knees,
the latter through the back. Being both able'to keep the
saddle, however, they set spursto their horses, and arrived
at the station shortly after breakfast. ‘The Indians, in the
mean time, had fallen upon the encampment, and instantly
dispersed it, and while preparing to regale themselves after
their victory, were suddenly attacked, as we have seen, by
Hogan. - The timidity of Hogan’s party, at the first appear-
ance of the Indians, was the cause of the death of Bryant:
Lhe same men who fled 0 hastily in the avening, wereable
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the next morning, by a little firmness, to vanquish the same
party of Indians. Had they stood at first, an equal suc-
cess would probably have attended them, and the life of
their leader would have been preserved.

We have now to notice an adventure of a different kind,
and which, from its singularity, is entitled to a place in our

- St
pages. In 1781, Lexington was only a cluster of cabins, |

one of which, near the spot where the court house now |
One morning in May, /

stands, was used as a school house.

McKinley, the teacher, was sitting alone at his (I.C"-l\, busily /

engaged in writing, when lleaung a slight noise at the door,
he turned his head, and beheld—what do you suppose, rea-
der? A tall Indlan, in his war paint? brandishing his tom-
ahawk, or handling his knife? No! an enormous cat, with
her forefeetupon the step of the door, her tail curled over
her back, her bristles erect, and her eyes glancing rapidly
through the room, as if in search of a mouse. McKinley’s
position at first completely concealed him, but a slight and
involuntary motionof' his chair, at sight of this shagey in-
habitant of the forest, attracted puss’s attention, and their
eyes met. McKinley having heard much of the powers of
“the human face divine,” in quelling the audacity of wild
animals, attempted to disconcert the intruder by a frown.
But puss was not to be bullied. Her eyes flashed fire, her
tail waved angrily, and she began to gnash her teeth, evi-
dently bent upon serious hostility. Seewng his danger, Me-
Kinley hastily arose and attempted to spatcha cylindrical
rule from a table which stood within reach, but the cat was
too quick for him.  Darting upon him with the proverbial
activity of her tribe, she fastened upon his side with her
teeth, and began to rend and tear with her claws likea fury.
McKinley’s clothes were in an instant torn from hisside, and
his flesh dreadfully mangled by the enraged animal, whose
strength and feroeity filled him with astonishment. He in
16
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vain attempted to disengage her from his side. Her long
sharp teeth were fastened hetween his ribs, and his efforts
served but to enrage her the more. Seeing his blood flow
very copiously from the numerous wounds in his side, he be-
came seriously alarmed,and not knowing whatelse to do;
he threw himself upon the edge of the table and pressed her
against the sharp corner with the whole weight of his body.
The catnow began to utter the most wild and discordant
cries, and McKinley, at the same time, lifting up his voice
in concert, the two together sent forth notes so doleful as to
alarm the whole fown. Women, who are always thefirst in
hearing or spreading news, were now the first to come to
McKinley’s assistance.  But so strange and unearthly was
the harmony within the school house, that they hesitated
long before they ventured to enter. At length the boldest
of them rushed in, and seeing McKinley bending over the
corner of the table, and writhing his body as if in great pain,
she at first supposed that{-l_a_e was laboring under a severe fit
of the colic—but quickly perceiving the cat which was now
in the agonies of death, she sereamed out, “why good heav-
en! Mr. McKinley what is the matter?” “I have caught
a cat, madam!” replied he, gravely turning around, while
the sweat streamed from his face under the mingled operation
of fright, fatigue and agony. Most of the neighbors had
now arrived, and attempted to disengage the dead cat from
her antagonist; but, so firmly were her tusks locked between
his. ribs, that this was a work of no small difficulty. Scarce-
|y had it been effected, when McKinlev became very sick,
and was compelled to go to bed. 1In a few ddys, however,
he had totally recovered, and so late as 1820, was alive,
and a resident of Bourbon eounty, Ky., where he has often
been heard to affirm, that he, at any time, had rather fight
two Indians than one wild cat.

About the same time, a conflict, more unequal and equally
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remarkable, took place in another part of the country. Da-
vid Morgan, & relation of the celebrated General Daniel
Morgan, had settled upon the Monongahela, during the ear-
lier period of the revolutionary war, and at this ‘time had
ventured to occupya cabim at the distance of several miles
from any settlement. One morning, having sent his youn-
ger children out to a field at a considerable distance fromthe
house, he became uneasy about them, and repaired to the
spot where they were working, armed as usual with a good
rifle. ~While sitting upon the fence, and giving some direc-
tions, as fo their work, he observed two Indians upon the oth-
er side of the field gazing earnestly upon the party. Hein-
stantly called to the children to make their escape, while he
should attempt to cover their retreat. The odds were great-
ly against him, as in addition to other circumstances, he
was nearly seventy yearsof age, and of course unable to
contend with his enemies in running. ‘The house was more
than a mile distant, but the children, having two hundred
vards the start, and being effectually covered by their fa

ther, were soonso far in front, that the Indians turned their
attention entirely to the old man. He ran for'several hun-
dred yards with an activity which -astonished himself, but
perceiving that he would be overtaken, long before he could
reach his home, he fairly turned at bay, and prepared for a
strenuous resistance.  The woods through which they were
running, were very thin, and consisted almost entirely of
small trees, behind which, it was difficult to obtain proper
shelter. When Morgan adopted the above mentioned reso-
lution, he had just passeda large walnut, which stood like a
patriarch among the saplings which su rrounded it, and it be-
came necessary to run back about ten steps in order to re-
cainit. 'The Indians became startled at the suddenadvance
of the fugitive, and were compelled to halt among a cluster
of saplings, where they anxiously strove to shelter them-
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selves. This, however, was impossible, and Morgan, who
was an excellent marksman, saw enough of the person of
one of them to justify him n risking a shot,  His enemy in-
stantly fell mortally wounded. The other Indian, taking ad-
vantage of Morgan’s emptv gun, sprung from his shelter
and advanced rapidly upon him. The old man, having no
time to reload his gun, was compelled to flya second time.

The Indian gained rapidly upon him, and when within twen-
ty steps, fired, but with so un-ioadv an aim, that Morfrd.n
was totally unhurt, the ball having passed over his shoulder,
He now again strmd at bay, clubbing his rifle for a blow,
while the: Indian dropping his empty gun, brandished his
tomahawk and prepared to throw it at his enemy. Morgan
struck with the but of his gun, and the Indian w lmle(] his
tomahawlk at one and the same moment. . Both blows took
effect—and both were at once wounded and disarmed. The
breech of the rifle was broken against the Indian’s skull,and
the edge of the tomahawk was shattered against the barrel
of the rifle, having first cut off two of the fingers of Mor-
gan’s left hand. Tiw Indian then attempting to draw his
knife, Morgan grappled him and bore him to the ground A
furious strugele ensued, in which the old man’s strength
failed, and the Indian succeeded in turning him, Plantmg
his knee in the breast of his enemy, and yelling loudly, asis
usual with them upon any turn of fortune, he again felt for
his knife in order to terminate the blrumrle at once—but ha-
ving lately stolen a woman’s apron, aml tied it around his
waist, his knife was so much confined, that he had great diffi-
culty in finding the handle, Mor gan, in the mean time, be-

inga regular pugilist, according to the custom of Vlrﬁlum

and perfectly at home in a ﬂ'mlmd struggle, took adyvantage

of the awkwardness of the Indian, and got one of the fin-
gers of his right hand between his teeth. The Indian tug-

ged and roared in vain, struggling to extricate it Morg&n

oy
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held him fast, and began to assist him in hunting for the
knife. Fachseized it at the same moment, the Indian by
the blade and Morgan by the handle, but witha very slight
hold. The Indian having the firmest hold,began to'draw the
knife further out of its sheath, when Morgan suddenly giv-
ing his finger a furious bite, twitched the knife dexterously
through his hand, cutting it severely. Both now sprungto
their feet, Morgan brandishing his adversary’s knife, and
still holding his finger between his teeth. In vain the poor
Indian struggled (o get away—rearing, plunging and bolting
like an unbroken colt. The teeth of the white man were like
a vice, and he atlength succeeded in giving hima stabin the
side. The Indian received it without falling, the knife hay-
ing struck his ribs; but a second blow, aimed at the stomach,

proved more effectual, and the savage fell.

Morgan thrust

the knife, handle and all, into the cavity of the body, direc-
ted it upward, and starting to his feet, made the best of his

way home.

The neighborhood was quickly alarmed, and hurrying to
the spot where the struggle had taken place, they found the
first Indian lying where he had fallen, but the second had dis-
appeared. A broad trail of blood, however, conducted to a fal-
len tree top, within one hundred yards of the spot, into which
the poor fellow had dragged himself; and where he now lay

bleeding, butstill alive.

He had plucked the knife from his

wound and was endeavoring to dress it with the stolen a-
pron which had cost him his life, when his enemies approach-
ed. The love of life appeared still strong within him, how-
ever. He greeted them with what was intended for an in-
sinuating smile, held out his hand and exclaimed in broken
English, “how de do, broder! how de do! glad to see you!
But poor fellow, the love was all on his side. Their broth-
erhood extended only to tomahawking, scalping, and skin-
ning him, all of which operations were performed within a

: ,4& == . R e NS

o e

16*




186 SEETCHES OF

few minutes after the meeting. 'T'o such an extent had mu-
tual mjury inflamed both parties,

About the middle of July, 1782, seven Wyandotts croszed
the Ohio a few miles above Wheeling, and committed great
depredations upon the southern shere, killing an old man
whom they found alone in his eabin, and spreading terror
throughout the neighborhood. Withina: few hours after
their retreat, eizht men assembled from difierent parts of the
small settlement and pursued the enemy with great expedi-
tion, Among the most active and efficient of the party were
two brothers, Adam and Andrew Poe. Adam was particular-
ly popular. In strength, action and hardihood, he had no
equal—being finely formed and inured to all the perils of
the woods. 'They had not followed the trail far, before they
became satisfied that the depredators were conducted by
Big Foot, a renowned chief of the Wyandott tribe, who de-
rived his name from the immense size of his feet. Iis
height considerably exceeded six feet, and his strength was
represented as Herculean. He had also five brothers, but
little inferior to himselfin size and courage, and as they gen-
erally went in company, they were the terror of the whole
country. Adam Poe was overjoyed at the idea of measur-
ing his strength with that of so celebrated a chisf, and urg-
ed the pursuit with a’keenness which quickly brought him
into the vicinity of the enemy. TFor the last few miles, the
trail had led them up the southern bank of the Ohio, wlere
the footprints in the sand were deep and obvious, but when
withina few hundred yards of the point at which the whites
as well as the Indians were in the habit of crossing, it sud-
denly diverged from the stream, and stretched along a rocky
ridge, forming an obtuse angle with its former direction.
Here Adam halted for a moment, and directed his brother
and the other young men to follow the trail with proper cau-
tiony while he - himself still adhered to the river path, which
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led through clusters of" willows directly to the pomnt where
he supposed the enemy to lie. Having examined the pri-
ming of his gun, he crept cautiously through the bushes, un-
til he had a view of the point of embarcation. Here lay
two canoes, empty and apparently deserted. Being satisfi-
ed, however, that the Indians were close at hand, he relax-
ed nothing of his vigilance, and quickly gained a jutting
cliff, which hung immediately over the canoes. Hearing a
tow murmur below, he peered cautiously over, and beheld
the objeet of his search, The gigantic Big Foot, lay below
him'in the shade’of a willow, and was talking in a low deep
tone to ancther warrior, who seemed a mere pigmy by his
side, Adam cautiously drew back, and cocked his gun.
The mark was fair—the distance did not exceed twenty feet,
and his aim was unerring. Raising his rifle slowly and
cautiously, he took a steady aim at Big Foot’s breast, and
drew the trigger.  His gun flashed.  Both Indians sprung to
their feet with a deep interjection of surprize, and for a sin-
gle second all three stared upon each other. This inactivi-
ty, however, was soon over. Adam was too much hamper-
ed by the bushes to retreat, and ‘setting his life upon a cast
of the die, he sprung over the bush which had sheltered him,
and summoning all his powers, leaped boldly down the pre-
cipice and alizhted upon the breast of Big Foot with a shoclk
which bore him tothe earth, At the moment of contact,
Adam had also thrown his right arm around the neck of 'the
smaller Indian, so thatall three came tothe earth together.
At that moment a sharp firing was heard among the bushes
above, announcing that the other parties were engaged, but
the trio below were too busy to attend to any thing but them-
selves. Big Foot was for an instant stunned by the vio-
lence of the shock,and Adam was enabled to keep them both
down, But the exertion necessary for that purpose was so

great, that he had no leisure to use his knife. Big T'oot
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quickly recovered, and without attempting to rise, wrapped
his long arms around Adam’s body, and pressed him tohis
breast with the crushing force of a Boa Constrictor! Ad-
am,as we have already remarked, was a powerful man,
and had seldom encountered his equal, but never had he yet
felt an embrace like that of Big Foot.” He instantly relax-
ed his hold of the small Indian, who sprung to his feet. Big
Foot then ordered him to run for his tomahawk which lay
within ten steps, and kill the- white man, while he held him
in hisarms.  Adam, seeing his danger, struggled manfully
to extricate himself from the folds of the giaut, but in vain.
The lesser Indian approached with his uplifted tomalawk,
but Adam watched him closely, and as he was about to
strike, gave him a kick so sudden and violent, as to knock
the tomahawk from his hand, and send him" staggering back
intothe water. - Big Foot uttered an exclamation in a tone of
deep contempt at the failure of his companion, and raising
his voice to its highest pitch, thundered out several words in
the Indian tongue, which Adam could not understand, but
supposed to be a direction for a second attack. The lesser
Indian now again approached, carefully shunning Adam’s
heels, and making many motions with his tomahawl, inor-
der to deceive him as to the point where the blow would fall.
This lasted forseveral seconds, until a thundering exclama-
tion from Big Foot, compelled his companion to strike. Such
was Adam’s dexterity and vigilance, however, that he man-
aged to receive the tomahawk in a glancing direction upon

his left wrist, wounding him deeply but not disabling him.

He now made a sudden and desperate effort to free himself
from the arms of the giant and succeeded. Instantly snatch-

ing up a rifle (for the Indian could not venture to shoot for

fear of hurting his companion) he shot the lesser Indian

through the body. But scarcely had he done so when Big

Faoot arose, and placing one hand upon his collar and the oth-
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er upon his hip, pitched him ten feet into the air, as he him-
self would have pitched a child.  Adam fell wvpon his back
at the edge of the water, but before his antagonist could
spring upon him, he was again upon his feet,and stung with
rage at the idea of being bandled so easily, he attacked bis
gigantic antagonist with a fury which fora time compensa-
ted for inferiority of strength. It wasnow a fair fist fight
between them, forin the hurry of the struggle neither had
leisure to draw their knives. Adam’s superior activity and
experience as a pugilist, gave him great advantage. The
Indian struck awkwardly, and finding himself rapidly drop-
ping to leeward, he closed with his antagonist, and again
hurled him to the ground. They quickly rolled into the riv-
er, and the struggle continued with unabated fury, each at-
tempting to drown the other., The Indian being unused to
such violent exertion, and having been much injured by the
first shock in hisstomach, was unable to exert the same pow-
ers which had given him such a decided superiority atfirst;
and Adam, seizing him by the scalp lock, put his head un-
der water, and held it there, until the faint struggles of the
Indian induced him to believe that he was drowned, when
he relaxed his hold and attempted to draw his knife. The
Indian, however, to use Adam’s own expression, “had only
been possumnc!? He instantly regained his feet, and in
his turn put his adversary under. In the struggle, both were
carried out into the current, beyond their depth, and each
was compelled to relax his hold and swim for his life. There
was still oneloaded rifle upon the shore, and each swam hard
in order to reach it, but the Indian proved the most expert
swimmer, and Adam seeing that he should be too late, turn-
ed and swam out into the stream, intending to dive and thus
frustrate his enemy’s intention. At this instant, Andrew,
having heard that his brother was alone in a struggle with
two Indians, and in great danger, ran up hastily to the edge
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of the bank above, in order to assist him. Another white
man followed him closely, and seeing Adam in theriver, cov-
ered with blood, and swimming rapidly from shore, mistook
him for an Indian and fired upon him, wounding him dan-
gerously in the shoulder.” Adam turned, and seeing his bro-
ther, called loudly upon him to “shoot the big Indian upon
the shore.” Andrew’s gun, however, was emply, haying
just been discharged, Fortunately, Big Foot had also seiz-
ed the gun with which Adam had shot the lesser Indian, so
that both were upon an equality. The contest now was who
should load first. Big Foot poured inhis powder first, and
drawing his ramrod out of its sheath in too great a hurry,
threw it into the river,and while he ran to recover it, Andrew
gained an advantage. Still the Indian was but a second
too late, for his gun was at his shoulder, when Andrew’s ball,
! entered his breast. The gun dropped from his hands and
he fell forward upon his face upon the very margin of the
river. Andrew, now alarmed for his brother, who was
scarcely able to swim, threw down his gun and rushed into
the river in order to bring him ashore—but Adam, more in-
tent upon securing the scalp of Big Foot'asa trophy, than
upon his own safety, called loudly upon his brother to leave
him alone and scalp the big Indian, who was now endeayor-
ing to roll himself into the water, from a romantic desire,

peculiar to the Indian warrior, of securing his scalp from
the enemy. Andrew, however, refused to obey, and insist-
'_ ‘ ed upon saving the living, before attending to the dead.
Big Foot, in the mean time, had succeeded in reaching the
deep water before he expired, and his body was borne off by
the waves, without being stripped of the ornament and
pride of an Indian warrior.
Not a man of the Indians had escaped. Five of Big
Foot’s brothers, the flower of the Wyandott pation, had ac-
companied him in the expedition, and all perished. Itissaid
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that the news of this calamity, threw the whole tribe into
mourning.  Their remarkable size, their courage, and their
superior intelligence, gave them immense influence, which,
greatly to their credit, was generally exerted on the side of
humanity. Their powerful interposition, had saved many o
prisoners from the stake, and had given a milder character
to the warfare of the Indians in that part of the country. A
chief of the same name was alive inthat part of the coun-
try solate as 1792, but whether a brother or son of Big Foot,
is not known. Adam Poe recovered of his wounds, and
lived many vears after his memorable conflict; but never
forgot the tremendous “hug” which he sustained in the arms
of Big Foot,
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CHAPTER VIIL.

The present, like the preceding chapter, will be devoted
to miscellaneous items of intelligence, arranged in chrono-

logical order. About the middle of the summer of 1792, 9

a gentleman named Woods, imprudently removed from the
neighborhood of a station, and for the benefit of his stock, set-
ded on a lonely heath, near Beargrass. One morning, he
left his family, consisting of a wife, a daughter not yet
grown, and a lame negro man, and rode off to the nearest
station, not expecting to return until night. Mrs. Woods,
whileengaged in her dairy, was alarmed at seeing several In-
dians rapidly approaching the house, She instantly screamni-
“ed loudly, in order to give the alarm, and ran with her ut-
most speed, in order to reach the house before them. - In this
she succeeded, buthad not time to close the door until the
foremost Indian had forced his way intothe house. ~Assoon
as he entered, the lame ne}gm grappled him and attempted
to throw him upon the floor, but ' was himself hurled to the
ground with violence, the Indian: falling upon him. Mis.
Wooeds was too busily engaged in-keeping the door closed a-
gainst the party without, to attend to the combatapts, but the
lame negro, holding the Indian in: his arms, called to the
young girl to cut his head off with a very sharp axe which
lay under the bed, She attempted to obey, but struck with
so trembling a hand, that the blow was ineffectual. Repeat-
ing her efforts under the direction of the negro, however, she
at length wounded the Indian so badly, that the negro was
enabled to arise and complete the execution. Elated with
success, he then called to his mistress and told her to suffer
another Indian to enter and they would kill them all one by

e
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vne. While deliberating upon this proposal, hawever, a
sharp firing was heard without, and the Indians quickly dis-
appeared. A party of white men had seen them at a dis-
tance, and having followed them cautiously, had now inter-
posedy at a very critical moment, and 1c-cucd a heiplca&
family from almost certain destruction.

In the spring of 1784, three young Kentuckians, Davis,
Caffree, and McClure, pursued a party of southern Indians,
who had stolen horses from Lincoln county; and finding it
impossible to overtake them, they determined togo on to the
nearest Indian settlement, and make reprisals—horse steal-
ing being at that time a very fashionable amusement, and
much practised on both sides.  After travelling several days,
they came within a few miles of an Indian fown near the
Tennessee river, called Chicacaugo. Here they fell in with
three Indians. Finding themselves equal in point of num-
bers, the two parties made signs of peace. shook handsand

acreed to travel together. Each, however, was evidently
o ] = y W

suspicious of the other. The Indians walked upon one side
of the road and the whites upon the other, watching each
other attentively. ~ At length, the Indians spoke together m
tones so low and earnest, that the whites became satisfied of
their treacherous intentions, and determined to anticipate
them. Caffree beinga very powerful man, proposed that he
himself shonld seize one Indian, while Dayvis and MeClure
should shoot the other two.  The plan was a bad one, but
was unfortunately adopted.  Caffree sprung boldly upon the
nearest Indian, grasped his throat firmly, hurled him to the
ground, and drawing a cord from his pocket attempted to tie
him.- At the same instant Davis and McClure attempted fo
perform their respective parts. McClure killed his man,
but Davis' gun missed fire. All three, i. e. the .two white
men,and the Indian at whom Davis had flashed, immédiate-
ly - took trees, and\.&repared for a skirmish, while Caflree re-
: 17
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nained upon the ground with the captured Indian—hoth ex-
posed to the fire of the others. In a few seconds, the sav-
age at whom Davis had flashed, shot Caffree as he lay up-
on the ground and gave him a mortal wound—and was in-
Hiantly shot in turn by McClure who had reloaded his gun.
“Yaffree becoming very weak, called npon Davis to come
and assist himin tying the Indian, and instantly afterwards
expired. As Davis was running up to the assisiance of his
friend—the Indian now released by the death of his captor,
sprung to his feet, and seizing Caffrec’s riffe, presented it
menacingly at Davis, whose gun was not in order for ser-
vice, and who ran off into_the forest closely pursued by the:
Indian. McClure hastily relonded his" gun and taking up
the rifle which Davis had dropped, followed them#forsmne
distance into the forest, making all those signals which had
hoen concerted between them, in ease of separation. All,
however, was vain—he saw nothing more of Davis, nor
could he ever afterwards learn his fate. As he never re-
turned to Kentucky, however, he probably perished.

McClure, finding himselfalone in the enemy’s country,
and surrounded by dead bodies, thought™ it prudent to atan-
don the otject of the expedition and return to Kentucky. He
accordingly retraced his steps, still bearing Davis’ rifie in
addition to his own., He bhad scarcely marched a mile, be-

fore he saw advancing from the opposite direction, an Indian
warrior, riding ¢ horse with a bell around its neck, andac-
companied by a boy on foot. Dropping one of the rifles,
which might have created suspicion, McClure advanced with
an air of confidence, extending his hand and making other
signs of peace. The opposite party appeared frankly to
receive his overtures, and dismounting; seated himself upon.
a log, and drawing out his pipe, gave a few poffs himself,
and then banded it to McClure. In a few minutes enother
bell was heard, at the distance of halfaimile, and a second
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party of Indians appeared upon horseback. The Indian
with McClure now coolly informed himn by signs that when
the horsemen arrived, he (McClure) was to be bound and
carried off as a prisoner with his feet tied under the horse’s
belly. In order to explain it more fully, the Indian got a-
stride of the log, and locked his legs together underneath it
McClure internally thanking the fellow for his excess of can.
dour, deterined to disappoint him, and while his enemy was
busily engaged in riding the log, and mimicking the actions
of a prisoner,he very quietly blew his brains out,and ran off
into the woods. The Indianboy instantly mounted the belled
horse, and rode off in an opposite direction. MecClure was
fiereely pursued by several small Indian dogs, that frequently
ran between his legs and threw him down. After falling
five or six times, his eyes became full of dust and he was to-
tally blind. - Despairing of escape, he doggedly lay upon
his face, expecting every instant to feel the edze of thetom-
ahawk. To his astonishment, however, no enemy appear-
ed, and even the Indian dogs after tugging at him for a few
minutes, and completely stripping him of his breeches, left
him to continue his journey unimolested. Finding every
thing quiet, in a few moments he arese, and taking up his
mun, continued his march to Kentucky. ~ Hereached hotne
in safety, and in 1820 was stillalive. T'his communication
is from his own lips, and may be relied upon as correct.

In the eourse of the'next year, many families came down
the Ohio in boats, landed at Maysville, and continued their
route by land, into such™ parts of the country as pleased
them. Out of a number of incidents, which attended the
passage of boats dewn the river, Tshall select two, as wor-
thy of being mentioned. Col. Thomas Marshall, formerly
commander of the third Virginia regiment on econtinental es-
tablishment, and subsequently holding the same rank in the
Virginia artillery, embarked with a numerous family on




§

196 SKETCHES OF

beard of a flat bottomed boat, and descended the Ohio with-
ouf'any incident worthy of notice, until he had passed the
mouth of Kenawha. ~Here, about ten o’clock at night, he
was hailed from the northern shore, by a man who spoke
zood English, and quickly announced himself as James Gir-
ty, the brotherof Simon, both of whom haye already been
repeatedly mentioned. The boat dropped slowly down with-
in one hundred and fifty yards of the shore, and Girty ma-
king a corresponding movement on the beach, the confer-
ence was kept up for several minutes. He began by men-
tioning his name, and enquiring that of the masfer of the
boat.. Having been satisfied upon this head, he assured him
that he knew him well, respected him highly, &c. &cFand
concluded with some rather extraordinary remarks. “He
had been posted there, he said, by the order of his brother
Stmon, to warn all boats of the danger of permitting thems
selyes fo be decoyed ashore. ‘The:Indians had become jeal-
oug of him, and he badlost that influence which he former-
Iv held amongst them. He deeply regretted the injury
which he had inflicted upon-his countrymen, and: wishedto
be restored to their society. In‘order to convince them of
the sincerity of his regard, he had directed him to warn all
hoats of the snares spread for them. . Every effort would be
made to draw passengers ashore. White men would appear
on the bank-—and children would be heard to supplicate for
mercy —But, coutinued he, do you keep the middle of the
viver, and steel your heart against every mournful applica-
tion which you may receive.” The Colonel  thanked him
for his intelligence, and continued his course.

From this it would appear, that Girty’s situation was by
no means enviable. The superior intelligence which had
first given him influence, g ‘:uluui]y aftracted envv. Com-
binations were probably formed against him, as lh'e_\-' are in

civilized life, against every man who is guilty of the unpar-.
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donable offence of mounting rapidly abovehis fellows. Am-

bition, jealousy, intrigue, combinations for parficular objects,

prevail as strongly among savagesas among eivilized beings,

and spring in each from the same source—a tender, pas-
sionate, inordinate love of self—a passion the most univer
gal, deeply rooted, and infinitely diversified in its opera:
tinns, of any in existence—a passion as strong and easty
offended in the degraded Hottentot, as in the Emperor Na-
poleon, in the superanuafed old woman, as in the blooming
belle—the only human passionwhich age cannot tame,or
misery extinguish or expsrience cure, or philosophy cxpc];.
which flut'ers asstrongly in the jaws of death, as inthe vig-
ovof life, and is as buoyant and ridiculous in the breast of
the philosopher, as in that of a village beauty. Nothing
more was ever heard of Girty’s wish to he restored to his
station in society; but his warning, by whatever iotive dic-
tated, was of service to many families.

About the same time, Captain Jasxrs WAaARp, at prezent a
hizhlv respzctable citizen of Mason eounty. {-:}r_, wits de-
seending the Ohio, under circums:ances swhich rendereda
rencontre with the Indians peculizsly to be dreaded. "He,
together with half'a dozen otisers, one of them his nephew,
embarked in a erazy boat, about forty five feet long, and
earht feet wide, with no other bulwark than a single pine
plank, above each gunnel, ~ The boat was much encumber-
el with bagzace, and seven horses were on board, - Having
goen no enemy for'several daye, they had become seeure
and earcless, and permitted the boat to drift within fifly
yards of the Oio shore. Saddenly, several hundred Indi-
ans showed themselves on the bank, and running down bold-
l¢ to the water’s edge, opened a heavy fire upon the boat.
The astonishment of ths crew may be: conceived. Captain
Vard and his nephew were at the cars when the enemy ap-
seared, and the captain knowing that their safety depended

1%
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upon their ability to regain the middle of' the river, kept his
seat firmly, and exerted his utmost powers at the oar, but his
nephew started up at sight of the enemy, seized his rifle and
was in the act of levelling it, when he received a ball in the
breast, and fell dead in the bottom of the “boat. - Unfortu-
nately, his oar fell into the river, and the Captain, haying no
one to pull against him, rather urged the boat nearer to. the
hostile shore than otherwise. TIle quickly seized'a plank,
however, and giving his own oar to another of the crews he
took the station which his nephew had held, and unhurt by
the shower of bullets which flew around him, continued to
exert himself, until the boat had reached a more respectable
distance. He then, for the first time, looked around thim in
order to -observe the condition of the crew. His nephew
lay in his blood, perfectly lifeless—the horses had been all
killed or mortally wounded. Some had fallen overboard—
others were struggling violently, and causing their f{rail
bark ta dip water so abundantly; as to excite the most seri-
ous apprehénsions.  Butthe crew presented the most singu-
lar spectacle. A captain, who had served with reputation in
the continental army, seemed now totally bereft of lis facul-
ties. He lay upon his back in“the  bottom of the boat, with
hands uvplifted and a countenance in which terror was per-
sonified, exclaiming in a tone of despair, “Oh Lord! Oh!
Lord? A Dutchman, whose weight might amount to about
three hundred pounds, was anxiously engaged in endeavor-
ing to find shelter for his bullky person,which, from the low-
ness of the gunnels, was a very difficult undertaking. In
spight of his utmost efforts, a portion of his posterial luxuri-
ance, appeared above the gunnel, and afforded a mark to the
enemy, which brought a constant shower of balls around it.
In vain he shifted his position. The hump still appeared,
and the balls still flew arouud it, until the Dutchman loosing
all patience, raised his head above the gunnel, and in a tone
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of quernlous  remonstrance; called out, “olynow! quit tat
tamned nonsense, tere—will you!”? Not a shot was fired
from the boat.  Atone time, aller they had partly 'regained
the current, Capt. Ward attempted to bring his rifle to hear
upon them, but so violent was the agitation of the boat;from
the furious struggles of the horses, thathe could not steady
his piece within twenty yards of the enemy, and quickly
laying it aside, returned to the 6ar. - The Indians followed
them doswn-the river for more thanan hour,but having no ca-
noes, they did not attempt to board; and as the boat was at
length transferred to-the oppesite side of the river, they at
length abandoned the pursuvit and disappeared. Noneofthe
erew, save the young man already mentioned; were hurt,
although the Dutchman’s seat” of honor served asa target
for the space of an hour, and the continental captain was
deeply mortified at the sudden, and, as he said, “unaccount-
able?” panic which had seized him. Captain Ward himself
was protected by a post, which had been fastened to the
gunnel, and behind which he sat while rowing.

In the month of August; 1786, Mr. Francis - Downing,
then a mere lad, was living in- a fort, where ‘subsequently
seme ironworks were erected by Mr. Jacob Myers, which
are now kaown by the nameof Slate creek works, and are
the property of Col. Thomas DyeOwings. ~About the 16th,
a young man belonging to the fort, called upon Downing,and
requested his assistance in hunting for a horse which had
strayed away on the preceding evening. Downing readily
complied, and the two friends traversed the woodsin every
direction, until at length, towards evening, they found them-
selves in a wild valley, at the distance of six orseven miles
from the fort. Here Downing became alarmed, and repeat-
edly assured his elder companion, (whose name was Yates,)
that he heard sticks cracking behind them, and was confi-
dent that Indians were dogging them. Yates, being an ex-
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perienced hunter, and from habit grown iadifferent to thé’
dangers of the woods, diverted himself freely at the ex- ‘ 3
pense of his young companion, ofien enquiring, atwhat price '
he rated his scalp, and offering to ensure it for sixpence.
Downing, however, was not so easily satisfied.  Te obsery-
ed, that in whatever direction they turned, the same omin-
ous sounds eontinued to haunt them, and as Yates still treat-
e¢d his fears with the most perfectindifference, he determined
to take his measures upon his own responsikility. Gradu-
ally slackening his pace, he permitted Yates to advance
twenty or thirty steps in front of him, and immediately af-
ter descending a gentle hill, he suddenly sprung aside and
hid himself in a thick cluster of whortlebury bushes. Yates,
who at that time was performing some woodland ditty to the
full extent of “his lungs, was too much pleased with his own
voice, to attend either to Downing or the Indians; and was
: quickly out'of sight. Scarcely had he disappeared when
g% Downing, to his unspeakable terror, beheld two savazes put
e aside the etalksof a canebrake, and look out cautiously in
: the direction which Yates had taken.™ Fearfal that they had
seen him step aside, he determined to fire upon- them, and
trust to his heels for safety, but so unsteady was his hand,
that in raising his gun to his shoulder, shs went off be
! fore he'had taken aim. Ile lost no time in following her
y example, and” after having run fiftv yards, he met Yates, {L

who, alarmedrat the report, was hastily retracing his steps.

It was not necessary to enquire what was the matter. The

s enemy were in full view, pressing forward with great rapids
ity, and ‘“devil take the hindmost,” was the order of the

5 day. Yates would not outstrip Downing, but ran by hisside,
i althongh in so doing he risked both of their lives. "The In-

dianstwere well acquainted with the country, and soon took
a path=that diverged from the one which the whites fol
lowed, at'one point and rejoined it at another, bearing the
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same relation to it, that the string does'to the bow: The
two paths were at no point, distant from" each other more
than one hundred yards, so that Yates and Downing could
easily see the enemy gaining rapidly upon:them. They
reached the point of re-union first, however, and quickly
came to a deep gulley which it was necessary {o cross;or
retrace their steps. Yates cleared it without difficulty, but
Downing being much exhausted, fell' short; and falling with
his breast against the opposite brink, rebounded with vio-
lence and fell at full length on the boitom. The Indians
crossed the ditch a few yards below him, and eager for the
capture of Yates, continued the pursuit, without appearing
to-notice Downing. The latter, who at first bad given him-
selfup for lost, quickly recovered his strength and began to
walk slowly along the ditch, fearing to leave it lest-the ene-
my should see him. As he advanced, however, the difch
became more shallow, until at length it ceased to potect him
atall. Looking around cautiously, he saw one of the Indi:
ans returning apparently in quest of him. Unfortunatelys:
he had neglected to reload his gun, while in the ditch, and as
the Indian instantly advanced upon him, he had no resource
but flisht. Throwing away his gun, which was now use-
less, he plied his legs manfully, in ascending a long ridge
which stretched before him, but the Indian gaingd upon hrm.
so rapidly, that he lost all hope of escape. Coming at length
to a large poplar which had Eeen blown up by the roots, he
ran along the body of the tree upon one side, while the Indi-
an followed it upon the other, doubtless expecting to inter-
cept him at the root. But here the supreme dominion of for-
tune was manifested. It happened that a large she bear
was suckling her cubs i a bed which she had made at the
root of the tree, and as the Indian reached that point first,
she instanély sprung upon him, and’ a prodigious uproar took
vlace. The Indian yelled, and stabbed with his knife, the
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bear growled and saluted him with one of her most endear-
ing “hugs;”—while Downing, fervently wishing her sue-

cess, ran off through the woods, without waiting to see the
event of the struggle. Downing reached the fort in safety,
and found Yates reposing aftera hot chace, having eluded
his pursuers, and gained the fort two hours before him. On
the next morning, they collected a party and returned to the
poplar tree, but no traces either of the Indian or bear were
to be found.  ‘They both probably escaped with their lives al-

houghrnot without injury.

On the night of the 11th of April, 1787, the house of a
widow, in Bourbon county, became the scene of' an adven

ture, which we think deserves to be related.

She occupied

what is generally called a double cabin, in a lonely partof

the county, one room of which was tenanted by the old lady
herself; together with two grown sons, and a widowed daugh-
ter, at that time suckling an infant, while the other was oc

cupied by two unmarried daughters from sisteen to twenty
years of age, together with a little girl not more than half
grown. The hour was 11 o’clock at night. One of the un-
married daughters was still busily engaged at the loom, but
the other members of the family, with the exception of one
of the sons, had retired torest.  Some symptoms of an alar-
ming-nature had engaged the attention of the young man

for an hour before any thing of a decided character tock
place. ‘The cry of owls were heard in the adjoining wood,

answering each other in rather an unusual manner. ‘I'he

horses, which were enclosed as usual in a pound near the
house, were more than commonly excited, and by repeated
snorting and galloping, announced the presence of* some ob-
jeet of terror. 'The young man was often upon the pointef
awakening his brother, but was as often restrained by the
fear of incurring ridicule and the ceproach of timidity, at

that time an unpardonable blemish in the characterof a Ken-
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tuckian. At Iength, hasly steps were heard in the yard,
and quickly afterwards, several loud knocks at the door; ac
companied by the usual exclamation, “who k&.eps ‘house 7
in very good English.  'The young man, supposing from the
lansuage, that some benighte d settlers were at the door, has-
tily arose, and was at dvancing to withdraw the bar whiehse-
cured it, when his mother; who had Tong lived upon the fron-
tiers, and had probably detected the Indian tone in the de-
mand for admission, instantly sprang out of bed, and order-
od her sonnot to admit them, declaring that they were Indi-
ans. She instantly awakened her other son, and the two
voiing men seizinz their guns, which werealways charged,
prepared to repel the enemy. -~ T'he Tndians finding it impos-
sible to enter under their assumed characters, began tothun-
der at the door with great violence, but a single shot from a
loophole, cotnpelled them to shifl the attack to some less ex-
posed point; and. unfortunately, they discovered the door of
the other cabin. which contained the three daughters. The
rifles of the brothers could not be brought to bear upon this
point, and by means of several rails taken from the yard
fence, ths door was ‘orced from its hinges and the three girls
wate at the m ir2y of the savages. One wasi instantly secur-
ed, but the eldest defended herself desperately with a kuifle
which she had been using at the loom, and stabbed one of
the Indians to the heart, hefore she was tomahawked. In
the mean time the little @ie!, who had been overlooked by
the enemy in their eazerness to secure the others, ranout into
the yard, and mizht have effected her escape, had she taken
advantage of the darkness and fled, but instead of that the
terrifid little creature ran around the house wringing her
hands. und crying out that her sisters were killed.  “I'he bro-
thers, unable to hear her cries, without risking” every thing
for her rescue, rushed to the door and were preparing to sal-
Iy oat to her assistance, when their mother threw herself be
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fore them and calmly declared that the child must be aban-
doned to its fate—that the sally would sacrifice the lives of
all the rest without the slightest benefit to the little girl.
Just then the child uttered a loud scream followed by a few
faint moans and all was again silent. Presently the crack- :
ling of flames was heard, accompanied by a triumphant yell
from the Indians, announcing that they had set fire to that di-
visionof -the house which had been occupied by the daugh-
ters, and of which they held undisputed possession. The

e =

fire was quickly communicated to the rest of the building, 1
and it became necessary toabandon it or perish in the flames.
Inthe one case, there was a possibility that some might escape;
in the other, their fate would be‘equally certain and terrible.
The rapid approach of the flames cut short their momenta:
ry suspense.  The door was thrown open, and the old lady,
su_ppm*l:cd by her eldest son, attempted to cross the fence at
one point, while her daughter carrying her child in her
arms, and attended by the younger of the brothers, ran in a
different direction. The blazing roof shed a light over the
yard but little inferior to that of day, and the savages were
distinctly seen awaiting the approach of their vietims. The
old lady was permitted to reach the style unmolested, but in
the act of crossing, received several balls in her breast and
fell dead. Her son; providentially, remained unhurt, andby
extraordinary agility, effected his escape. The other party ;
succeeded also in reaching the ffence unhurt, but in the aet

of crossing, were vigorously assailed by several Indians,

who throwing down their guns, rushed upon them with their

tomahawks. The young man defended his sister gallantly,

firing upon the enemy #s they approached, and then wielding

the but of his rifle with a fury that drew their whole atten- =
tion upon himself, and gave his sister an opportunity of ef-

fecting her escape. He quickly fell, however, under the

tomahaywk, of his enemies, and was found at daylight, scalp-
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ed and mangled ina shocking manner. OF the whole fami-
Iy, consisting of eight persons, when the attack commenced,

only three escaped. ¥our were killed upon the spot, and
one (the second daughter) carried off'as a prisoner.

The neighborhood was quickly alarmed, and by daylight,
about thirty men were assembled under the command “of
Col. Edwards. A light snow had fallen during the latter
part of the night, and the Indian trail could be pursued at.a
gallop. Tt led directly into the mountainous country bor-
dering upon Licking, ard afforded evidences of great hurry
and precipitation on the part of the fugitives. Unfortunate-
ly,a hound had : been permitted to accompany the whites,
and as the trail beeame fresh and the seent warm,she follow-
ed it with eagerness, baying loudly and giving the alarm to
the Indians. The consequences of this imprudence were
soon displayed. The enemy finding the pursuit keen, and
perceiving that the strength of the prisoner began to fail, in-
stantly sunk their tomahawks in her head and left her, still
warm and bleeding upon the snow. As the whites came
up, she retained strength enough to wave her hand intoken
of recognition, aud appeared desirous of giving them some
information, with regard to the enemy, buther strength was
too far gone. Her brother sprung from his horse and knelt
by her side, endeavoring to stop the effusion-of blood, but in
vain. She gave him her hand, muttered some inarticulate
words, and expired within two minutes after the arrival of
theparty. The pursuit was renewed with additional ar-.
dofyand intwenty minutesthe enemy was within views
They had taken possession of a steep narrow ridge and
seemed desirous of magnifying their numbers in the eyes of
the whites, as they ran rapidly from tree to tree; and-main-
tained a steady yell in their most appalling tones. ~The pur-
suers, however, were too experienced  to be deceived by so0
common an artifice, and being satisfied that the number of
' 18
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the enemy must be inferior to their own, they dismounted,
tied their horses, and flanking out in such a manner as to
enclose the enemy, ascended the ridge as rapidly as was con-
sistent with a due regard to the shelter of their persons. The
firing quickly commenced, and now for the first time they
discovered that only two Indians were opposed to them.
They had voluntarily sacrificed themselves for the safety of
the main body, and had succeeded indelaying pursuit until
their friends could reach the mountains. One of them was
instantly shot dead, and the other was badly wounded, as
was evident from the bloed upon his blanket, as well as that
which filled his tracks in the snow for a considerable dis-
tance. The pursuit was recommenced, and urged keenly
until night, when the trail entered a running stream and was
logt.  On the following morning the snow had melted, and
every trace of the enemy was obliterated. - This affair must
beregardedas highly honorable to the skill, address, and acti-
vity of the Indians, and the self devotion of the rearguard, isa
lively instance of that magnanimity of which they areat
times capable, and which'is'more remarkable in them, from
the extreme caution, and tender regard for their own lives,
which usually distinguishes their warriors.

A few weeks after thismelancholy affair, a very remarka-
hle inecident occurred in the same neighborhood, - One mor-
ning, about sun rise, a young man of wild and savage ap-

pearance, suddenly arose from a cluster of bushes in front

of a cabin, and hailed the house, in a barbarous dialect,
which seemed neither exactly Indian nor English, but a eél-
lection of shreds and patches from which the gracesaf both
were carefully excluded. His skin had evidently once been
white—although now grievously tanned by constant expo-
sure to the weather. His dress in every respect was that
of an Indian, as were his gestures, tones and equipments, and
hrs age could not be supposed to exceed twenty years. - He
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talked volubly but uncouthly, placed his hand upon his
breast, gestured vehemently, and seemed very earnestly bent
upon communicating something, e was invited to enter
the eabin, and the neighbors quickly collected around him,
He appeared involuntarily to shrink from contact withrthem
—his eyes rolled rapidly around with a distrastful express
sion from one to the other, and his'whole manner was that of

a wild animal, just caught, and shrinking from the touch of

its captors. As several present understood the Indian tongue,

they at length gathered the following circumstances, asac-

curately as they could be translated, ont of a language

which seemed to be an *omnium gatherum® of all- that A
was mongrel, uncouth and barbarous. He said that he had '
heen taken by the Indians, when a child, but could neither

recollect his name, nor the country of his birth. Thathe

had been adopted by an Indian warrior, who brought him up

between them, and that under his father’s roof, he had lived
happily until within the last month. A few weeks before
that time, his father, accompanied by himself and ayoung-
er brother, had hunted for some - time upon the waters.of the
Miami, about forty miles from the spetwhere Cincinnati
nowstands, and after all their meat, skins &e. had{been
properly secured, the old man determined to gratify his chil-

dren by taking them upon.a sar expedition’ to Kentucky.
They accordingly built a bark canoe, inwhich they crossed
the Ohio near the mouth of: Licking, and-having buried it;
so as tosecure it from the action of the sun, they advanced

into the: counfry and encamped at the distanece of fifteen

miles from: the river. Here their father was alarmed by

hearing an owl cry in a peculiar tone, which he declared bo-

ded death or captivity to themselves, if they continued their

expedition—and announced his intention of returning with-
out delay totheriver, Both of hissons vehemently oppos-
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ed this resolution, and at length prevailed upon the old man
fo disregard the owl’s warning, and conduct them, as he had
promised, against the frontiers of Kentucky. The party
then composed themselves to sleep, but were quickly awa-
kened by the father, who had again been warned in a dream
that death awaited them in Kentucky, and again besought
his children to release him from his promise and loose no
time in returning home. Again they prevailed upon him
to disregard the warning, and persevere in the march, - He
consented to gratify them, but declared he would not remain
a moment longer in the camp which they now occupied,
and accordingly they 'left it immediately, and marched on
through the night, directing their course towards Bour-
bon County. In the evening, they approached a house, that
which he had hailed and in which he was now speaking.
Suddenly, the desire of rejoining his people occupied his
Ting so siroagiy as to exclude every other idea, and seizing
the first favorable opportunity, he had concealed himself in
the bushes, and neglected to reply to all the signals which
had been concerted for the purpose of eellecting their party
when scattered. This account appeared so extraordinary,
and the young man’s appearance was so wild and suspicious,
that many of the neighbors suspected him of treachery, and

thought that he should be arrested as a spy. Others oppos-.

ed this resolution and gave full credit to his narrative. In
order to satisfy themselves, however, they insisted upon his

instantly conducting them to the spot where the canoe had

been buried. To this the young man objeeted most vehe-
mently, declaring that although he had deserted his father
and brother, yet he would not betray them. These feelings
were too delicate to meet with much sympathy from the rude
borderers who surrounded him, and he was given to under-
stand that nothing short of conducting them to_the point of
embarcation, would be accepted as an evidence of his sin--
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cerity.  With obvious reluctance he-at length complied.
From twenty to thirty men were quickly assembled, moun-
ted upon good horses, and under the guidance of the deser-
ter, they moved rapidly towards the mouth of Licking,  On
the road, the young man informed them that he awould first
conduet them to the spot, where they had encamped when
the scream of the owl alarmed his father, and wherean
iron kettle had been left concealed in a hollow tree. He was
probably induced to do this from the hope of delaying the
pursuit so long as to afford his friends an opportunity of cros-
sing the river in safety. -But if such was his intention, no
measure -could haye been more unfortunate. 'The whites
approached the encampmentin deep silence,and quickly per-
ceived two Indians, an old man and a boy, seaied by the
fire and busily employed in cooking some venison, ‘Thede-
serter became much agitated at the sight of them, andso ear-
nestly implored his countrymen not to kill them, that it was
agreed to surround the encampment, and endeayor to se-
cure them as prisoners. This was accordingly attempted,
but so desperate was the resistance of the Indians, and so
determined were their efforts to escape, that.the whites were
compelled to fire upon them, and the old man. fell mortally
wounded, while the boy, bv an incredible display of address
and activity, was enabled to escape. The deserter beheld
his father fall, and throwing himself from his horse, he ran
up to the spot where the old man lay bleeding but sfill sensi-
ble, and falling upon his body, besought his forgiveness for
being the unwilling cause of his death, and wept bitterly.
His father evidently recognised him, and gave him his hand,
but almost instantly afterwards expired. The white men
now called upon him to conduct them at a gallop to the spot
where the canoe was buried, expecting to reach it before the
Indian boy and intercept him. - The deserter in vain implor-
ed them to compassionate his feelings. He urged that he
18*
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had alteady sufficiently demonstrated the truth of his for=
mer assertions, at the expense of his father’s life, and ear-
nestly entreated them to permit his younger brother to es-
cape. His companions, however, were inexorable. Noth-
ing but the blood of the young Indian would satisfy them,
and the deserter wasagain compelledito actasa guide. With-
in two hours they reached the designated spot. The canoe
was still there and no track could be seen upon the sand,so
thatit was evident that their victim had not yet arrived.
Hastily dismounting, they tied their horses and concealed
themselves within close rifle shot of the canoe. Within ten
minutes after their arrival, the Indian appeared in sight, wal-
king swiftly towards them. He went straight to the spot
where the canoe had been buried, and was in the act of dig-
ging it up, when he received a dozen balls through his body,
and leaping high into the air, fell dead upon the sand. He
was instantly scalped and buried where he fell, without hav-
ing seen his brother, and probably without haying known
the treachery by which he and his father had lost their lives.
The deserter remained but a short time in Bourbon, and
never regained his tranquility of mind. He shortly after-
wards disappeared, but whether toseels his relations in Vi-
ginia or Pennsylvania, or whether disgusted by the ferocity
of the whites, he returned to the Indians, hasnever yet been
known. He was never heard of afterwards.

During the summer, the house of Mr. John Merril, of Nel-
son county, Ky., was attacked by the Indians, and defended
with singular address and good fortune.  Meril was alarm-
ed by the barking of a dog about midnight, and upon open-
ing the door in order to ascertain the cause ofthe disturb-
ance, he received the fire of six or seven Indians, by which
his arm and thigh were both broken. Heinstantly sunk up-
on the floor and called upon his wife to close the door. This

had scarcely been done, when it was violently assailed by

-
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the tomahawks of the enemy, and a large breach soon ef-
fected. Mrs. Merril, however, being a perfect Amazon both
in strength and courage, guarded it with an axe, and suc-
cessively killed or badly wounded four of the enemy as they
attempted to force their way into the cabin. 'The Indians
then ascended the roof and attempfed to enter by way ofthe
chimney, but here, again, they were met by the same determ-
ined enemy. Mrs. Merril seized the only feather bed, which
the cabin afforded, and hastily ripping it open, poured its
contents upon the fire. A furious blaze and stifling smoke
instantly ascended the chimney, and quickly brought down two
ofthe enemy, who lay fora few moments at the merey of the
lady. Seizing theaxe, she quickly despatched them, and was
instantly afterwards summoned to the door, where the only
remaining savage now appeared endeavoring fo effect an en-
trance, while Mrs. Merril was engaged at the chimney, He
soon received a gash in the cheek, which compelled him with
a lcud yell to relinquish his purpose, and return hastily to
Chillicothe, where, from the report of a prisoner, he gave an
exaggerated account of the fierceness, strength and eourage
of the “long knife squaw !”
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CHAPTER VIIL

[n the month of April, 1792, a number of horses belong-
ing to Captain Luther Calvin, of Mason county, were sto-
len by the Indians; and, as usual, a strong party volunteered
to go in pursuit of the enemy and recover the property.
The party consisted of thirty seven men, commanded by
Captains Carviy and Kexroy, and was composed chiefly of
young farmers, most of whom had never yet met an enemy.
The present Captain Caarres Warp, Deputy Sheriff’ of
Mason county, was one of the volunteers, and was at thaf
time a mere lad, totally unacquainted  with Indian warfare.
They rendezvoused upon the Kentucky shore, immediately
opposite Ripley, and crossing the river in a small ferry boat,
pursued the trail for five or six-miles with great energy.
Here, however, a specimen of the usual caprice and uncer-
tainty attending the motions of militia, was given.  One of
the party, whose voice had been loud.and resolute ywhile on
the Kentucky shore,all at once managed to discover that the
enterprize was rash, ill advised, and 1if prosecuted, would
certainly prove disastrous. A keen debate ensued, in which
young Spencer Calvin, then a lad of eighteen, openly accused
the gentleman alluded to of cowardice, and even threatened to
take the measure of his shoulders with a ramrod, on the spot.
By the prompt interference of Kenton and the elder Calvin,the
young man’s wrath was appeased for the time, and all those
who peferred safety to honor, were invited instantly to re-
turn.  The permission was promptly accepted, and no less
than fifteen men, headed by the recreant already men-
tioned, turned their horses’ heads and reerossed the river.
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The remainder, consisting chiefly of experienced warriors,

continued the pursuit.
The trail led them down on the Miami, and about noon,

on the second day, they heard a bell in front, apparently
from a horse grazing. Cautiously approaching it; they
quickly beheld a solitary Indian, mounted on horseback,
and leisurely advancing towards them. A few of their
best marksmen fired upon him and brought him to the ground.
After a short consultation, it was then determined to follow
his back trail, and ascertain whetherthere were more in the
neighborhood. A small, active, resolute woodsman, pamed
MecIntyre, accompanied by three others, was pushed on in
advance, in order o give them early notice of the enemy’s
appearance, while the main body followed at a more leisure-
Iy pace. Within an hour, McIntyre returned, and reported
that they were then within a short distance of a large party
of Indians; Suppesed to be greatly superior to their own.
That they were encamped in a bottom upon the borders of a

creek, and were amusing themselves, appatently awaiting————~

the arrival of the Indian whom they had just killed; 2% they
would occasionally halloo loudly, and then laughimmoderate-
ly, supposing, probably, that their comrade had lost his way.
This intelligence fell like a showes bath upon the spirits of
the party, who, thinking it more prudent fo put a greater
interval between themselves and the enemy, set spurs to
their horses, and galloped back in the direction from which
they had come. Such was the panic, that one of the foot-
men, a huge hilking fellow, six feet high, in his zeal for his
own safety, sprung up behind Capt. Calvin, (who was then
mounted upon Capt. Ward’s horse, the Captain having dis=
mounted in order to accommodate him,) and nothing short of
a threat to blow his brainsout, couldinduce him todismount.
In this orderly manner, they scampered through the woods
for several miles, when, in obedience to the orders of Ken-
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ton and Calvin, they halted, and prepared for resistance in
case (as was probable,) the enemy had discovered them,
and were engaged in the pursuit. Kenton and Calvin were
engaged apartin earnest consultation. It was proposed that
a number of saplings should be cut down and a temporary
hreastwork erected, and while the propriety of these meas-
ures were under discussion, the men were left to them-
selves.

Captain Ward, as we have already observed, was then
very young, and perfectly raw.. He had been in the habit
of looking up to one man as a perfect Hector, having al-
ways heard him represented in his own neighborhood as a
man  of redoubted courage, anda perfect Anthropophagus
ameng the Indians.  When they halted, therefore, he natu-
rally looked around for his friend, hoping to read safety,
courage,and assurance of success in that conntenance, USil=
allyso ruddy-and confident, ~ But, alas? the gattnt warrior
was wolully chdﬁlﬁiﬁ_’. There had, generally, been a rud-
dy tinge upon the tip . of liis nose, which some. ascribed to
theeffervescence of a fiery valour, while others, more mali-
ciously inclined, attributed it to the fumes of brandy. Even
this burning beacon had been quenched, and had assumeda
livid ashy hue, still deeper if possible than that of his lips ,
Captain Ward thinking that the danger must be appalling,
which could damp the ardor of a man like.

, Instantly
became- grievously frightened himself, and the contagion
seemed spreading rapidly, when Kenton and Calvin rejoined
them, and speaking in a cheerful, confident tone, completely
reanimated theirspirits.

*  Pinding themselves not pursued by the enemy, as they
had expected, it was determined, that they should remain in
their present position until night, when a rapid attack was

to be made in two divisions, upon the Indian camp, under
the impression that ‘the darkness of the night, and the sur-
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prize of the enemy, might give them an advantage, which
they could scarcely hope for in daylight. ~Accordingly, ey-
ery thing remaining quiet at dusk, they again mounted and
advanced rapidly, but in profound silence, upon the Indian
camp. It was ascertained that the horses which the enemy -

had stolen, were grazing in a rich bottom below their

camp. As they were advancing to the attack, therefore,

Calvin detached his son with several halters, which he had

borrowed from the men, to regain their own horses, and be

prepared to carry them off in case the enemy should over-

power them. " The attack was then made in two divisions.
Calvin conducted the upper and Kenton the lower party.
The wood was thick, but the moon shone out clearly, and
enabled them to distinguish objects with sufficient precision.
Calvin’s party came first in contact with the enemy. They
had'advanced within thirty yards of a large firein front of

a number of tents, without having seen a single Indian, when

a dog which had been watching them for several minutes,

sprung forward to meet them, baying loudly. l’m:cut!}' an

Indian appeared approaching  cautiously towards them,

and occasionally speaking to the dog in‘the Indian tongue:
This sight was too tempting to be borne, and Calyin heard

the tick of a dozen rifles in‘rapid succession, as his party

cocked them in order to fire. The Indian was too closeto

permit him to speak, but turning to his men he earnestly
wayed his hand asa warning to be quiet. Then cautiously
raising his own rifle, he fired with a steady aim, just as the

Indian had reached the fire, andstood fairly exposed toits
light. - The report of the rifle .instantly broke the stillness
of the night, and their ears were soon deafened by theyells

of the enemy,

The Indianat whom Calvin had fired, fell

forward into the burning pile of faggots, and by his strug-
gling to extricate himself, scattered the brands so much, as

T

almost to extinguish thelight. Several dusky forms, glan-
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ced rapidly before them for a moment, which drew a volley
from his men, but with what effect could notbe ascertained.
Calvin, having discharged his piece, turned so rapidly asto

strike the end of his ramrod against a tree behind him, and

drive itinto its sheath with such violence, thathe was una-
ble to extricate it for several minutes, and finally fractured
two of his teeth in the effort.

A heavy fire now commenced from the Indian camp,
which was returned with equal spirit by the whites, but
withont much effect on either side. Trees were barked ve-
ry plentifully, dogs bayed, the Indians yelled, the whites
shouted, the squaws screamed, and a prodigious uproar was
maintained for about fifteen minutes, when it was reported
to Calvin that Kenton’s party had been overpowered, and
was in full retreat. It was not necessary to give orders for
a similar movement. No sooner had the intelligence been
received, than the Kentuckians of the upper division broke
their ranks and every man attempted to save himself as he
best could. They soon overtook the lower division, and a
hot scramble took place for horses. One called uponan-
other to wait for him until he ecould cateh his horse, which
had broken his bridle, but no attention was paid to the re-
quest. Some fled upon  their own horses, others mounted
those of their friends, “First come, first served,” seemed to
be the order of the night,and a sad confusion of property took
place, in consequence of which, to their great terror, a few
were compelled to return on foot. ~The flicht was originally
cauged by the panicof an individual.  As the lower divis-
ion moved up to the attack, most of the men appeared to ad-
vance with alacrity.

Captain Ward, however, happened to be stationed next to
Melntyre, whom we have already had oceasion to mention
asa practised woodsman and peculiarly expert marksman.
Heretofore, he had always been foremost in every danger,
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and had become celebrated for the address, aetivity, and
boldness with which he had acquitted himself: = As they
were ascending the gentle acclivity upon which the Indian
camp stood, however, he appeared much dejected, and
spoke despondingly of their enterprize. He declared that
it had been revealed to him in a dream, on the preceding
night, that their efforts would be vain, and that he himself
was destined to perish, ~'That he was determined to fisht, as
long as any man of the party stood his ground, but if the
whites were wise, they would instantly abandon the attempt
upon the enemy, and recross the Ohio, as rapidly as possible.
These observations made but little impression upon Ward,
but seemed to take deep root in the mind of the gentleman
whose pale face had alarmed the company af the breastwork.
The action quickly commenced, and at the first fire from

? -
i

the Indians, Barre,a young Kentuckian, was shot by

side. This circumstanee completed the overthrow of his
courage, which had declined visibly since the first encoun-
ter in the morning, and elevating his voice to its shrillest
notes, he shouted aloud, “Boys! it wont do for us to be here
—Barre 1s killed, and the Indians are crossing the creek!
Bonaparte has said, that there is a critical period in every
battle, when the bravest men will eagerly seize an excuse
to run away. The remark is doubly true with regard to mi-
litia. No sooner had this speech been. uttered by one who

had never yet been charged with cowardice, than the Tout

instantly took place and all order was disregarded. - Fortu-
nately, the enemy were equally frightened, and probably:
would have fled themselves, had the whites given them time.
No pursuit took place for several hours, nor did' they then
pursue the trail of the main body of fugitives. Butit unfor-
tunately happened that Mclntyre, instead of accompanying
the rest, turned off from the main route, and returned to the
breastwork where some flour and venison liad been left.
19
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S The Indians quickly became aware of the circumstance,and
) fellowing with rapidity, overtook, tomahawked, and scalped
him, while engaged in preparing breakfast on the following
3 morning. Thus was his dream verified. - The prediction
18 in this case as in many others, probably produced its own ac-
; complishment by confounding his mind, and depriving him
of his ordinary alertness and intelligence. He certainly
provoked his fate, by his own extraordinary rashness.

g NOTE.

It is somewhat remarkable, that a brother of Captain

;-5 Ward’s was in the Indian camp at the moment when it was

8 attacked. He had been taken by the Indiarns in 1758, be-

ing atthat time only three years old, had been adopted as a

_ member of the Shawanee tribe and had married an Indian

= woman by whom he hadseveral children,all of whom, togoth-

| eravith their mother, were then in camp, Captain Ward

4 & has informed the writer of this narrative, that, a {ew seconds

before the“firing: began, while he stecd within rifle shot of
the encampment, an Indian girl apparently fifteen years of
are attracted his attention. -~ She stoed for an instant in an at-
titude of alarm, in front of ‘one of the tents, and gazed in-
tently upon the spot where he then'stood. Not immediate-
ly perceiving that it was a female, he raised his gun, and
was upon the point of firing, when her open besom announ-
ced her sex, and her peculiarly light complexion caused him
to doubt for- @ moment whether she could be an Indian by
birth. He afterwards ascertained that she was his brother’s
el child.

It appears still more remarkable, that exactly one year af-
terwards, John Ward, the adopted Indian, should have been
_ opposed to another one of his brothers, Capt. Janzs Wazp,

of Mason, in a night skirmish scmewhat resembling that
which we have just detailed. Capt. James Wa1d, togeth-
or with Kenton, Baker and about thirty others, while engaged
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in pursuit of some stolen horses; fell upon a fresh trail of In-
dians, that crossed the road which they were then pursuing.
nstantly abandoning their former object, they followed the
fresh trail with great eagerness, and a short time after dark
arrived at an encampment. Having carefully reconnoitered
it, they determined to reman quiet until daylight, and then
fall upon the encmy as before, in two divisions, one to be
commanded by Kenton and the other by Baker, Every
thing remained quiet until four o’clock in the morning, when
Baker moved at the head of his party, in order to take the
appointed position, (which was very advantageous, and in
conjunction with' Kenton’s, completely surrounded the ene-
my,) while Kenton remained stationary, awaiting the sig-
nal of attack. By some mistake, Baker moved in a false
direction, and, to the surprize of both parties, instead of en-
closing the Indian camp, he fell directly upon it. A heavy
fiving, and the usual yelling, quickly announced the fact to
Kenton, who moved hastily up tothe assistance of his friends.
It was still perfectly dark and the firing was of course at
random. Balker, in whose fiery character, courage predom-
inated over every thing else, lost all patience at the restraint
under which they lay, and urged strenuously, that they should
rush upon the enemy, and decide the affair at once with the
tomabawk; but Kenton, whem repeated misfortunes had
rendered extremely cautious, opposed it so vehemently, that
it was not done. One of their men had fallen, and. they
could hear one of the enemy, apparently not more than thir-
ty yards from thewn, groan deeply, and occasionally con-
verse with his companions in the Indian tongue. The
wounded man was the unfortunate John Ward, whose hard
fate it was, to fight against the whites in a battle in which his
own father was killed, to encounter two of his brothers in the
field, and finally to fall mortally wounded ina night skir-
mish, when his brother was opposed to him, and was within
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hearing of his groans, His father perished in the long bat-
tle at the “Point,” as it was called, near the mouth of the
Kenawha. The whole force of the Shawanees was assem-
bled at that point, and John Ward was then nineteen years

of age, so that there can be but little doubt of his having
been present,
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CHAPTER IX

Mr. Joun May, a gentleman of Virginia, had, atanear.
ly period, been appointed surveyor of the Kentucky lands,
and had become so extensively involved in business, a5 to
require the: aid of a clerk. In 1789, he employed Mr.
Cirarnes JonnsTox, a young man scarcely twenlty years
of age,in that capacity. Johnston accompanied his employ-
erto Kentucky in the summer of ’89, and returned to Vir-
ginia in the autumn of the saie year, without any adven-
ture worthy of notice; and in the month of February, 1790,
it became necessary for them to peturn to Kentucky, in or-
der to complete t!

C
1 y
1

1e business which had been left unfinished
Ieretofore, they had travelled by land,

1

|

on the former trip. 1 .
but on the present occasion, May determined to descend the
Great Kenawha and Ohio by water,  They, accordingly,
travelled by the usual route to Green Briar court house,
where the town of Lewisburgh has since been built, -and
from thence crossed the wilderness which lay between that
point and the Great Kenawha. After suffering much from
the weather, which was intensely cold, they at length reach-
ed Kelly’s station upon the Kenawha, from which point
May proposed toembark ~ Having purchased a boat, such
as was then used for the navigation of the western waters,
they embarked in company with Mr. Jacob Skyles, a gen-
tleman of Virginia, whohad at that time astock of dey goods
intended for Lexington, and without any accident,.in the
course of a few days, they arrived at Point Pleasant. Here
there was an accession to their number of three persons, a
man named Flinn and two sisters of the name of Fleming,

Klinn was a bardy borderer, accustomed from his youth to
19*
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#ILHE dangers of the frontiers, and the two Miss Flemings'
were women of low station and doubtful character. They
were all natives of Pittsburgh and were on their way to
Kentucky.

During their short stay at Point Pleasant, they learned
that roving bands of Indians were constaatly hovering upon
either bank of the Ohio, and werein the habit of decoying
boats ashore under various pretences, and murdering or ta-
king captives,all who were on board; so that, upon leaving
Point Pleasant, they determined that no consideration should
induce them to approach either shore, but stecling their
hearts against every entreaty, that they would resolutely
keep the middle of the current, and leave distressed individ-
uals to shift for themselves. How firmly this resolution was
maintaiced the sequel will show. The spring freshet was
in ifs height at the time of their embarcation, and their boat
was wafted rapidly downthe stream. There was no occa-
sion to use the side oars, and it was only necessary for one
individual ata time to watch throughout thenight, at the
steering oar, in.order to keep the boat'in" the eurrent.  So
long as this could be done, they entertained no dread of any
number of Indians on either shore, as boarding had hitherto
formed no part of their plans, and was supposed to be im-
practicable, solong asarms were on board of the boat.

On the morning of the 20th of March, when near the junc-
tion of the Scioto, they were awakened at daylight by Flinn,
whose turn it was to watch, and informed that danger was
at hand.  All instantly sprung to their feet, and hastened
upon deck without removing their nighteaps or eompleting
their dress. The cause of Flinn’s alarm was quickly evi-
dent. Far down theriver a smoke was seen, ascending in
thick wreaths above the trees, and floating in thinner masses
over the bed of the river. All instantly perceived that it
could only proceed from a large fire—and who was there to




WESTERN ADVENTURE: 9223

kindle a fire in the wilderness which surrounded them? No
one doubted that Indians were in front, and the only ques-
tion to be decided was, upon which shoré théy lay, for the _
winding of the river, and theirdistance from the smoke, ren- !
dered it impossible at first to ascertain this point. As the
boat drifted on, however, it became evident that the fire ‘was
upon the Ohio shore, and it was instantly determined to put
over to the opposite side of the river. Before this could-be
i done, however, two white men ran down upon the beach,
l and clasping their hands in the most earnest manner, implor-
ed the crew to take them on board: They declared that
they had been taken by a party of Indians in Kennedy?s bot-

’ tom, a few days before—had been conducted across the Ohio;
and had just effected their escape. They added, that the

enemy was In close pursuit of them; and that their death

&
was certain, unless admitted on board. Resolute in their
purpose, on no account to leave the middle of the stream;and
il strongly suspecting the suppliants of treachery, the party
J paid no attention to their entreaties, but steadily pursued
[

their conrse down the river, and were soon considerably a-
iead of them. The two white men ran down the bank, in
a line parallel with the course of ‘the boat, and their entrea-
ties were changed into the most piercing cries and lamenta-
tions upon perceiving the obstinacy with which their request

was disregarded. Instantly the obduracy of the crew be-

ganto relax. Flinn and the two females, accustomed from b
their youth to underyalue danger from the Indians, earnest- :
Iy insisted upon going ashore, and relieving the white men,
and even the incredulity of May began to yield to the per-
severing importunity of the suppliants. A parley took
place; May called to them from the deck of the boat where ;
he stood in his nightecap and drawers, and demanded the cause !

|

!

of the large five the smoke of which had caused so much a-
larm. “T'he white men positively denied that there was amy
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fire near them. This faisehood was so palpable, that May%
former suspicions returned with additional force, and he pos-
itively insisted upon continuing their course without paying
the slightest attention to the requestof the men. This reso-
olution was firmly seconded by Johnston and Skyles, andas
vehemently opposed by Fiinn and the Miss Flemings, for,
contrary to all established rules of policy, the females were
allowed an equal vote with the males on board of the boat.
Flinn urged that the men gave every evidence of real dis-
tress which could be required, and recounted too many par-
ticular circumstances attending their capture and escape, to
give color to the suspicion that their story was invented for
the occasion, andadded, that it would be a burning shame
to them and their’s forever, if they should permit two coun-
trymen o falla sacrifice to the savages; when so slight a risk
on their part wounld suffice to relieve them.  He acknowl-
edged that they had lied in relation to the fire, but declared
himself satisfied that it was only because they were fearful
of acknowledging  the truth, lest the crew should suspect
that Indians were concealed in the vicinity, The contro

versy became warm, and during ifs progress, the boat drift-
ed so far below the men, that they appeared to relinquish
their pursuit in despair.

At this time, Flinn made a second proposal, whieh; ac-
cording to his method of reasoning; could be carried intoef:
fect, without the slightest risk to any one but himself; They
were now more than a mile below the pursuers. - He pro-
posed that May should only touch the hostile shore long
enough to permit him to jump cut. - That 1t was impossible
for Indians, (even admilting that they were gt hand,) to ar-
rive in time toarrest the boat, and even should any appear,
they could immediately put off from shore and abandon him
to his fate. That he was confident of being able to outrun
the red devils, if they saw him first, and was equally confi-
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dent of being able to see them as soon as they could see
him: May remonstrated upon so unnecessary an exposure
—but Flinn was inflexible, and in anevil hour, the boat was
directed to the shore. They quickly discovered, what ought
to have been known before, that they could not float as swift-
ly after leaving the current as while borne along bwvit, and
they were nearly double the time in making the shore, that
they had calculated upon. When within reach Flinn leaped
fearlessly upon the hostile bank, and the boat grated upon

the sand. At that moment, five or six savages ran up out of

breath, from the adjoining wood, and instantly seizing Flinn,
beganto fire upon the boat’s crew. Johnston and Skyles
sprung fo their arms, in order fo return the fire, while May,
seizing an oar attempted to regain the current. ~ Fresh Indi-
ans arrived, however, in such rapid succession, thatthe beach
was quickly crowded by them, and May called out to his
companions fo cease firing and come to the oars. This was
instantly done, but it was too late.

The river, as we have already observed, was very high,
and their clumsy and unwieldy boat, had become entangled
in the boughs of the trees which hung ever the water, so
that after the most desperate efforts to get her off, they were
compelled to relinquish the attempt in despair. During the
whole of this time the Indians were pouring a heavy fire
into the boat, ata distance not exceeding ten paces. Their
horses, of which they had a great number on board, had
broken their halters,and mad with terror were plunging so
furiously as fo expose them to a danger scarcely less dread-
ful than that which menaced them from shore. In addition
to this, none of them had ever beheld a hostile Indian be-
fore, (with the exception of May,) and the furious gestures
and appalling yells of the enemy, struck a terror to their
heartswhich had almost deprived them of their faculties.
Seeing it impossible to extricate themselyes, they all lay
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down upon their faces, in such parts of the boat, as would
best protect them from the horses, and awaited in pas-
give helplessnes, the approach of the conquerors. The en-
emy, however, still declined bearding; and contented them-
selves with pouring in an incessant fire, by which all the
horses were killed, and which at length began to grow fatal
to the erew, One of the females received a ball in her
mouth which had passed immediately over Johnston’s head.,
and almost instantly expired, Skyles, immediately after-
wards, was severely wounded in both shoulders, the ball stri-
king the right shoulder blade, and ranging transversely a-
long his back. The fire seemed to grow hotter every mo-
ment, when, at leugth May arose and waved his nightcap a-
bove his head as a signal of surrender. He inst tantly re-
ceived a ball in the middle of the forehead and fell perfectly
dead by theside of Johnston, covering him with his blood.
Now, at last, the enemy ventured to board. Throwing
thelmclvea into-the water, with their tomahawks in_ their
hands, a dozen or (wenty swam to the boat, and began to
climb the sides.  Johnston stood ready to do the honers of
the boat, and presenting his hand to each’ Indian in succes-
sion, he helped them over the side to the number of twenty.
Nothing could appear more cordial than the mee ting. Each
Indian shook him by the hand, with the usual salutation of
“How de do,” in passable L::_g_:!ish, while Johnston encoun-
tered every visiter with an aflectionate squeeze, and‘a forced
smile, in which terror struggled with civility.  The Indians
then passed on to Skyles and the surviving Miss Fleming,
where the demonstrations of mutual joy were not quite so
lively. Skyles was writhing under a painful wound, and the
girl wassitting by the dead body of her sister, Having sha-
ken hands withall of their c: mmm the Indians proceeded
to'scalp the dead, which was done with great coolness, and
the reeking scalps were stretched and prepared upon hoops
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for the usual process of drying, immediately before the eyes
of the survivors. - The boat was then drawn ashore, and its
contents examined with great greediness. - Poor Skyles, in
addition to the pain of his wounds, was compelled to wit-

ness the' total destruction of his property, by the hands®of

these greedy spoilers, who tossed his silks, cambric, and
broadeloth into the dirt, with the most reckless indifference.
At length they stumbled upon a keg of whiskey. ‘I'he prize
was eagerly seized, and every thing else abandoned. = The
Indian who had found it, instantly carried it ashore and was
followed by the rest with tumultuous delizht. A large fire
neagly fifty feet long was quickly kindled, and yictors and
vanquished indiscriminately huddled around it.  As yet no
attempt had been made to strip the prisoners, but unfortu-
nately, Johnston was handsomely dressed in a broadcloth
surtout, red vest, fine rufiled shirt and a new pair of boots
The Indians began to eye him attentively, and at length one
of them, whose name he afterwards learned was Chick-a.
tommo, a Shawanee chief, came up to him, and gave the
skirt of his coat two or three hard pulls, accompanied by
seyeral gestures which were not to be mistaken.” Johnston
instantly siripped off' his coat, and very politely handed it to
him. His red waistcoat was now exposed to full view and
attracted great attention. Chick-a-tommg instantly exclaim-
ed, *“Hugh! you big Cappatain!? Johnston hastily assured
him that he was mistaken, that he was no  officer—nor had
any connectfion with military affairs whatever. The Indian
then drew hiwmself up, pointed with his finger to his breast,
and exclaimed, “Me Cappatain! all dese,” pointing to his
men, ‘‘my- sogers!” The red waistcoat accompanied the
surtout,and Johnston quickly stood shivering in his shirt and
pantaloons.. An old Indian then came up to him, and pla-
cing one hand upon his own shirt (a greasy, filthy garment,
which had not, probably, been washed for six months,) and

.
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the other uipon Johnston’s ruffles, cried out in English, *Swap!
Swap!” at the same time, giving the ruffles a gentle pull'with
his dirty fingers. Johnston, conquering his disgust at the pro-
posal, was about to comply, andhad drawn his shirt over
his head, when it was violently pulled back by another In-
dian, whose name he afterwards learned, was Tom Lewis.
His new ally then reproached the other Indian severely for
wishing to take the shirt from a prisoner’s back in such cold
weather; and instantly afierwards threw his own hlanket
over Johnston’s shoulders. 'The action was accompanied by
a look so full of compassion and kinduess, that Johnston,
who had expected far different treatment, was perfectly as-
tonished. ~ He now saw that native kindness of heart and
generosity of feeling, was by ne means rare even among
savages.

The {wo whité men who had decoyed them ashore, and
whose names were Divine and Thomas, now appeared, and
took theirseats by the side of the captives. ~ Sensible of the
reproach to which they had exposed themselves, they has-
tened to offeran excuse for'their econduct. They declared
that they really had been taken in Kennedy’s hottom a few
days before, and that the Indians had compelled them, by
threats of instant death in case of refusal, to act as they had
done, ‘They concluded by some common place expressions
of regret for the calamity which they had occasioned, and
declared that their own misery was aggravated af beholding
that of their countrymen! 1In short, words were cheap with
them, and they showered them out in profusion.  But John-
ston and Skyles’ sufferings had been and still were too se-
vere, to permit their resentment to be appeased by such
light atonement. Their suspicions of the existence of wil-
ful and malignant treachery on the part of the white men,
(at least one of them,) were  confirmed by the report ofa
negro, whe quiekly made his appearance, and who, as itap-
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peared, had been taken in Kentucky a few days before. He
declared that Thomas had been extremely averse fo having
any share in the treachery, but had been overruled by Di-
\fir;e, who alone had planned, and was most active in the ex-
ecution of the project, having received a promise from the
Indians, that, in case of success, his own liberty shouldbe
restored to him. This report has been amply confirmed by
subsequent testimony. Mr. Thomas is now living near
Maysville, and has always sustained an excellent reputa-
tion.

In a few minutes, six squaws, most of them very old, to-
gether with two white children, a girl and a boy, eame down
to the fire, and seated themselyes. The children had late-
ly been taken from Kentucky. Skyles’ wound now became
excessively painful, and Flinn, who, in the course of his ad-
venturous life, had picked up some knowledge of surgery,
was permitted to examine it. He soon found it necessary
to make an incision, which was done very neatly with a
razor. Anold squaw then washed the wound, and haying
caught the bloody water in a tin cup, presented. it to Skyles,
and requested him to drink it, assuring him that it would
greatly accelerate the cure. He thought it most prudent to
comply.

During the whole of this time, the Indians remained si-
lently smoking or lounging around the fire. No sentinels
were posted in order to prevent a surprize, but each man’s
gun stood immediately behind him, with the breech resting
upon the ground, and the barrel supported against a small
pole, placed horizontally upon two forks. Upon the slight-
estalarm, every man could have laid his hand upon his own
gun. Their captors were composed of small detachments
from several tribes. Much the greater portion belonged to
the Shawanees, but there were several Delawares, Wyan-
dotts, and a few wandering Cherokees. Afier smoking,
20
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they proceeded to the division of their prisoners. Flinn
was given to a Shawanee warrior—=Skyles to an old crab-
bed, ferocious Indian of* the same tribe, whose temper was
sufficiently expressed in his countenance, svhile Johnston
was assigned to a young Shawanee chief, whom he repre-
sents as possessed of a disposition which would have done
him honor in any age or in any nation. His name was
Messhawa, and he had just reached the age of manhood.
His person was tall and expressive rather of action than
strength, hisair was noble, and his countenance mild, open,
and peculiarly prepessessing. He evidently possessed great
influence among those of his own tribe, which, - as the se-
quel will show, he exerted with great activitv on the side of
humapity, The surviving Miss Fleming was given to the
Cherokees, whilethe Wyandottsand the Delawares were al-
lowed no sharein the distribution. No dissatisfaction, how-
ever, wasexpressed. The diyision had been proclaimed by
an old chief in a loud voice, and a brief guttural monosyl-
lable announced their concurrence. After the distribution
of their captives, Flinn, Divine and Thomas, were ordered
to prepare four additional oars, for the boat which they had
taken, as they had determined to man it, and assail such oth-
er boats as should be encountered during their stay on the
Ohio.. These and several other preparations occupied the
rest of the day.

On the next morning, the Indians arose early and prepar-
ed for an encounter, expecting, as usual, that boats would
be passing. - They dressed their scalp tufts, and painted
their faces in the most approved manner, before a pocket
glass which each carried with him, grimmacing and frown-
ing in order to drill their features to the expression of the
most terrific passions.  About ten o’clock, a eance, contain-
ing Six men, was seen, slowly and laboriously ascending the
sver uponthe Kentucky shore  All the prisoners svere in-
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stantly ordered to descend the bank to the water’s edge and
decoy the canoe within reach of the Indian guns.  Johnston,
with whatever reluctance, was compelled to accompany the
rest. Divine on this, as on the former occasion, was pecu-
liarly active and ingenious in stratagems. He invented a
lamentable story of their canoe having been overset and of
their starving condition, destitute as they were of either
guns or axes. It was with agony that Johnston beheld the
canoes put off from the Kentucky shore, and move rapidly
towards them, struggling with the powerful current, which
bore them so far below them that they could not distinguish
the repeated signs which Johnston made, warning them to
keep off. The Indians perceiving how far the canoe was
driven below them, ran rapidly down the river, under cover
of the woods, and concealed themselves among the willows,
which grew in thick clusters upon the bank. The unsus-
pecting canoemen soon drew near, and when within six-
ty yards, received a heavy fire which killed every man on
board. Some fell into the river, and overset the canoe, which
drifted rapidly down the current, as did the bodies of the
slain. The Indians sprung into the water, and dragging them
ashore, tomahawlked two of them, who gave some signs of
life, and scalped the whole.

Scarcely had this been done, when a more splendid booty
appeared in view, It happened that Captain Thomas Mar-
shall, of the Virginia artillery, in company with several oth-
er gentlemen, was descending the Ohio, having embarked on-
Iy one day later than May. They had three hoats weakly
manned, but heavily laden with horses and dry goods, inten-
ded for Lexington. About twelve o’clock on the second
day of Johnston’s captivity, the little flotilla appeared about
a mile above the point where the Indians stood. Instantly
all was bustle and activity. The additional cars were fix-
ed to the boat, the savages instantly sprung on board, and
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the prisoners were compelled to station themselves at the
oars, and were threatened with instant deathunless they us-
ed their utmost exertions to bring them along side of the en-
emy. The three boats came down yery rapidly and were
soom immediately opposite their enemy’s. - The Indians
opened a heavy fire upon them, and stimulated their rowers
to their utmost efiorts, The boats became quickly aware
of their danger, and a warm contest of skill and strength
took place. There.was an interval of one hundred yards
between each of the three boats inview. The hindmost
was for a time in great danger, Having but one pair of
oars, and being weakly manned, she was unable to compete
with the Indian boat, which greatly outnumbered her both
in oars and men, The Indians quickly came within rifle
shot, and swept the deck with an incessant fire, which ren-
dered it extremely dangerous for any of the crew to show
themselves. Captain Marshall was on board of the hindmost
boat, and maintained his position at the steering oar in defi-
ance of the shower of balls which flew around him. He
stood in hisshirt sleeves with a red silk handkerchief hound
around his head, which afforded a fair mark to the enemy,
and steered the boat with equal steadiness and gkill, while
the erew below relieved each othor.at the oars. 'The ene-
my lost ground from two cireumstances. In their cagerness
to overtake the whites, they left the current, and attempted to
cutacross the river from point to point, in order to shorten
the distance. In doing so, however, they lost the force of
the current, and quickly found themselyes dropping astern.
In addition to this, the whites conducted themselves with
equal coolness and dexterity. The second boat waited for
the hindmost, and received her crew on board, abandoning
the goods and horses, without seruple, tothe enemy, Being
now-amore - strongly manned, she shot rapidly ahead, and
quickly overtaok the foremnst hoat; which, in like manner,

4
o
»




|
i
|
!

bt o

WESTERN ADVENTURE. 233

received her crew on board, abandoning the cargo as before,
and having six pair of oars, and being powerfully manned,
she was soon beyond the reach of the enemy’s shot. The
chace lasted more than an hour. For the first half hour,
the fate of the hindmost beat hung in mournful suspense,
and Johnston, with agony, looked forward to the probability
of its capture, The prisoners were eompelled to labor hard
at the oars, but they took care never to pull together, and
by every means in their power, endeavored to favor the es-
ape of their friends.

At length, the Indians abandoned the pursuitand turned
their whole attention to the boats which had been deserted.
The booty surpassed their most sanguine expectations. Sev-
eral fine horses were on board, and flonr, sugar, and choco-
late in profusion. ~Another keg of whiskey was found and
excited the same immoderate joy as at first. It was unan-
imously determined to regale themselves in a regular feast,

o

and instant preparations were made to carry their resolution
into effect. A large kettle of chocolate and sugar, of which
the sugar formed the greater part, was set upon the fite,
whichan old squaw stirred with a dirty stick. ~ Johnston
was promoted on the spot to the rank of* eook, and received
orders to bale a number of flonr cakes in thefire. A deer
skin, which hadserved for a saddle blanket, and was most
disgustingly stained by having been applied to a horse’s sore
back, was given him.asa tray, and being repeatedly odered
to “make haste,” he entered upon his new office with great
zeal. By mixing a large portion of sugar with some dumj-
lings, which he boiled in chocolate, he so delighted the pal-
ates of* the Indians, that they were enthusiastic intheir prai-
ses, and announced their intention of keeping him in his
present capacity as longas he remained with them. The
two kegs which had been carefully guarded were now pro-
duced, and the mirth began to border on the “fast and furi-
20%
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ous.”” A select band, as usual, remained sober, in order to
maintain order and guard against surprize, but the prisonersy
were invited to get drunk with their red brothers,’ Johnston®
and Skyles declined the invitation, but Flinn, withoul wait-
ing to be asked twice, instantly joined the revellers, and
quickly became as drunk as any of them. In this situation
he entered into a hot dispute with ‘an Indian, which, after .
much abuse on both sides, terminated in blows, and his an- ;
tagonist received a sad battering: Several of his fribe drew
| their knives, and rushed upon Flinn with fury, but were re-
. _I : strained amid peals of laughter by the others, who declared
l{ ¢ that Flinn had proved himself 2 man, and should have fair
' play.
In the mean time, Johnston and Skyles had been bound
and removed toa convenient distance from the drinking par-
iy, With the double design of saving their lives, and guard-
ing against esecape. While lying in this manner, and totai-
ly unable to help themselves, they beheld with terror, one of
the revellers staggering towards them, with a drawn knife in v
i his hand, and muttering a profusion of drunken curses.  He &
s stopped within a few paces of them, and harangued them e
' with great vehemence, for nearlyia minute, until he had ' i
: worked himself up to a state of insane fury, when suddenly [ 5
auttering a startling yell, he sprung upon the prostrate hody of L'I---;"
Skyles and seizing him by the hair endeavored to scalp him. ’
_ [Portunately he was too much intoxicated to exert his usual | "’
HES dexterity,and before he had succeeded in hisdesizn, the guard | b
& ran up at full speed, and seizing him by the shoulders, hurl- ¥
ed him violently backwards to the distance of several yards.
The drunken beast]rolled upon the ground, and with difficul-
ty recovering his feet, staggered off, muttering curses against
the white man, the guard, himself, and the whole world,
Skyles had only felt the point of the knife, but had given
up hisgealp for lost, and rubbed the crown of his head seve-
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ral times with feverish apprehensions, before he could be sat-
isfied that his scalp was still safe.

No otherinecident occurred during the 11fght, and ‘on the
following morning the Indians separated. Those to" whom
Flinn belonged, remained at the river in expectation of in-
texcepting other boats, while Johnston’s party struck through
the wilderness, in a steady direction for their towns. Du-
ring their first day’s march, he afforded much amusement to
his captors. In the boat abandoned by Captain Marshall,
they had found a milch cow, haltered in the usual manner.
Upor leaving the river, they committed her to the care of
Johnston, requiring him to lead her by the halter. Being
totally unaceustomed to this method of travelling, she proy-
ed very refractory and perplexed him exceedingly. When
he took one side of a tree, she regularly chose the other.
Whenever he attempted tolead her, she planted her feet firm-
1y before her, and refused to move a step. When he strove
to drive her, she ran offinto the bushes, dragging him after
her, to the no small injury of his person and dress. The
Indians were in a roar of langhter throughout the whele
day, and appeared highly to enjoy his perplexity.«= At nicht
they arrived at a small encampment, where ‘they “had left
their women and children. Here,'to his grmt joy, Johnston
was relieved of his charge, and saw her slaughtered with
the utmost gratification.. At night, he suffered - severely by
the absence of the benevolent Messhawa, to whose charge,
as we have already said, hehad been committed. The In-
dians were apprehensive of pursuif, and directed Messha-
wa,atthe head of scveral warriors, to bring up the rear,
and give them seasonable warning of any attempt on' the
part of the whites to regain their prisoners. - In his absence,
he had been committed to an Indian of very different char-
acter. While his' new master was engagedin tying his
hands,-as usual, for the night, he ventured to complain that
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the cords were drawn too tight, and gave him unnecessary
pain. The Indian instantly flew into a passion, exclaimed.
*Dam you soul"”” and drew the cord with all the violence of
which he was capable, until it was completely buried in the
flesh.  Johnston, in consequence, did notsleep for a moment,
but passed the whole nightin exquisite torture. Inthe morning
Messhawa came up, and finding his prisoner in a high fever,
and his hands excessively swollen, instantly cut the cords,
and exchanged some high words with the other Indian upon
the subject.

The march was quickly recommenced, and Johnston could
not avoid congratulating himself every moment, upon his
good fortune in having Messhawa for his guide, Skyles’
master seemed to take pleasure in tormenting him. In ad-
dition to an enormous quantity of baggage, he compelled
him to carry his rifle, by which his raw wound was perpet-
ually irritated and prevented from healing. Messhawa per-
mitted Johnstoa to share his.own mess upon all occasions,
while the savage to whom Skyles belonged, would scarcely
permit himto eat a dozen mouthfuls a day, and never with-
out embittering his meat with curses and blows. Tna few
days they arrived at the Scioto river, which, from the recent
raing, was too high to admitof being forded. The Indians
were instantly employed in constructing a raft, and it was
necessary to carry one very large log, several hundred yards.
Two Indians with a handspike supported the Iighlcl‘ end,
while the butt was very charitably bestowed upon John-
ston alone, Not daring to murmur, he exerted his utmost
strength, and aided by several Indians, with some difficulty,
succeeded in placing the enormous burden upon his shoulder,
He quickly found, however, that the weight was beyond his
strength, and wishing to give his two companions in front
warning of his inability to support it, he called to them in
English to “take care!” They did not understand him, hows
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ever, and continued to support it, when finding himself in
danger of being crush_ed to death, he dropped the log so sud-
denly that both Indians were knocked down, and lay for a
time without sense or mofion. They quickly sprung up,
however, and drawing their tomahawks, would instantly
have relieved Johnston of all his troubles, had not the other
Indians, amid peals of langhter, restrained them. and com-
pelled them to vent their spleen in curses; which were show-
ered upon “Ketepels,” as he was called, for the'space of an
hour, with great fury.

After crossing the Scioto, the Tndians displayed a disposi-
tion to loiter and throw away time, but little in unison with
Johnston’s feelings, who was anxious to reach|their towns as
speedily as possible, flattering himself with the hope that
some benevolent trader would purchase him of the Indians
and restore him to liberty. They amused themselves ata
game called “Nosey,” with a pack of cards which had been
found in one of the abandoned boats  The pack is equally
divided between two of them, and by some process which
Johnston did not understand, each endeavored to get all the
cards into his own possession. The winner had a right to
ten fillups at his adversary’s nose, which the latter was re-
quired fo-sustain with inflexible gravity, as the winner was
entitled to ten addifional fillups for every smile which he suc-
ceeded in forcing from him. At thisgame they would be
engaged for a whole day, with the keenest interest, the by-
standers looking on with a delight scarcely inferior tothat
of the gamblers themselves, and laughing immoderately
when the penalty was exacted.

When gaming, they were unusually kind to their prison-
ers, but this ray of sunshine was frequently very suddenly
overcast. Johnston ventured to askan old Shawanee chief,
how farthey would be forced to travel, before reaching his
village.  The old man very good naturedly assured him,
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Al by drawing a diagram upon the sand with a stick, pointing
R out the situation of the Ohio river, of the Scioto, and of the

various Indian villages, and pointing to the sun, he waveds
his hand once for every day,which they wonld employ in%

the journey. Johnston then ventured to ask “how many in-

habitants his village contained?” The old man replied, that

the Shawanees had once been a great nation, but (andhere |
‘hiseyes flashed fire, and he "worked himself into a furieus ;
passion,) the long knives had killed nearly the whole of his = "8
IH ; nation. “However,” continued he, “so'long asthere® isa '
Ir Shawanee alive, we will fight! fight! fight! When no %
: [ - Shawanee—then no fight.”
‘ The prisoners were also in great danger whenever the 1§
Indians passed through a forest which had been surveyed,

~ ' and where the marks of the axe upon the tress were evident. '%
' They wonld halt upon coming to such a tree, and aftera &
b few minates silence, would utter the most terrible yells, stri- B8
L= king the trees with their hatchets, and cursing the prisoners %
' T : with a fierceness which caused them often to abandon all :

hopes of life.  On one oceasion, they passed suddenly from
the most ferocious state of excitement, to the opposite exireme
of merriment at a slight disaster which befel Johnston. They |

were often compelled to ford r:rceI\:'s_:, but upon one oceasion,
they attempted to pass upon a log. The morning was bit- .
terly cold and frostyy and the log having been barked, was
consequently very slippery. In passing upon this bridge, ;
| Johnston’s foot slipped, and he fell intothe cold water, with i
an outery so sudden and shrill that the whole party,

which the instant before had been inflamed with rage, burst

atonce 1nto loud laughter, which, at intervals, was maintain-

8l f ed for several miles. Sometimes they amused: themselves

g by‘compelling their prisoners to dance, causing them to pro-
nounce in a tone bordering on music, the words “Kom-ne-
kah! _I-_le'kall-]mh! Was-sat-oo—Hos-ses-kah!” and thigsmo-

&
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notonous and fatiguing exercise, was oceasionally relieved

& by the more exciting one, of springing over a large fire,
when the blaze was atits highest, in which they could only

Fescape injury by great activity.

Their painful journey had now lasted nearly a month, and
the Indian towns were yet at a great distance. Hitherto,
Skyles and Johnston had remained together, but by the
whimsical fancy of their captors, they were now separated.

3 Skyles was borne off to the Miami towns, while Johnston

was destined for Sandusky. A few days after this separa-
tion, Johnston’s party fell in with a Wyandett and a negro
man, who, having run away from Kentucky, had been ta-
lken up by the Wyandott, and retained as an assistant in a
very luerative trade, which he was at that time carrying on
with the Indians of the interior,
chasing whiskey, powder, blankets, &c.,at Detroit, general-

He was in the habit of pur-

ly upon credit, packing them upon horses into the interior,
and exchanging them ata profit of nearly one thousand
per cent. for furs and hides. This casual rencounter in the
wilderness, was followed by great demonstrations: of joy
The trader produced his yum, the Shawa-
neese their merchandize, and a very brisk exchange ensued.

Johnston’s boots, for which he had paid eight dollars in Va.,

on both sides.

were gladly given for a pint of rum,and otherarticles were sold’
at @ proportionate price. - Johnston, as hefore, was removed
from the immediate neighborhood of the revellers, and com-
mitfed to tlie care of two sober Indians, with strict injunes
tions to prévent his escape. They, accordingly, bound him
securely, and passing the ends of the cord under their own
bedies, laydownito sleep, one upon each side of their pris-
oner. At midni&ht, Johnston was awakened by a heavy
rain,.although his guards slept on with most-cnviable cop-
posuress Unable to extricate himself, and’ fearful of awa-
kening them, he was endeavoring to submit with patience,
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when the negro appeared and very courteously invited him
to take shnil.u in his tent, which stood within fifty yards of
the spot where he lay. Johnston was beginning to explaini
to his black friend the impossibility of moving without the ¥
consent of his guards, when they suddenly sprung to their
feet, and serzing the negro by the throat, and at the same
time grasping Johnston’s collar, they uttered the alarm hal-
too in the most piercing tones. The whole band of drunk-
en Indians instantly repeated the cry, and ran up, tomahawl

in hand,and with the most ferocious gestures. Johnston

! e . vl

- gave himself up for lost, and the negro looked white with £
J ' terror, but their enemies conducted themselves with more &
o discretion, than, from their drunken condition, could have
been anticipated. They seized Johnston, bore him off a few

Py

=y paces into the woods, and questioned him closely as to the

i conference between himself and the negro. He replied by
By simply and clearly stating the truth. They then grappled
¥ B oy the negro, and menacing h1m with their l\nn es, threatened
8 to take hisscalp on the spot, if he did not tell the trath. His
A *r e | story agreed exactly with™ Johnston’, and the Indians be-
came satisfied that no plot had been concerted.” The inci-

Y Ty s,

Y
-

dent, however, had completely sobered them, and for sever-
: al hours h-.} rum cask gave way to the dancing ring, which
was formed in front of the negro’s tent, where Johnston had |
been permitted, after the alarm subsided, totake shelter B
from the rain. He quickly fell asleep, but was arievously

13 tormented by the nll_;hh.t.ln_-, IIL‘,([ILdmt.(I that he was drow- |
l A ning in the middle of the creek which he had crossed on that |
morning, and his respiration became so laborious and pain-  §
ful, that he atle ngth awoke. The song and the dance were |
f still going on around him, and the cause of his unpleasant

dream. was quickly manifest. A huge Indian had very com-
posedly seated himself upon his breast, and was smoking a
, . long pipe, and contémplating the dancers, apparently yery
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well satisfied with his seat. Johnston turned himself upon
his side and threw the Indian off. He did not appear to rel-
ish the change of place much, but soon settled himself and
continued to smoke with uninterrapted gravity.,

At daylight, a new scene presented itself, The warriors
painted themselves in the most frightful colors, and perform-
ed a war dance, with the usual accompaniments. A stake,
painted in alternate stripes of black and vermillion, was fix-
ed in the ground, and the dancers moved in rapid but meas-
ured evolutions around it. They recounted, with great en-
ergy, the wrongs which they had received from the whites,
Their Jands had been taken from them—their corn cut up—
their villages burnt—their friends slaughtered—every inju-
ry which they had received was dwelt upon, until their pas-
sions had become inflamed beyond all control. Suddenly,
Chickatommo darted from the circle of dancers, and with
eyes flashing fire, ran up to the spot where Johnston was sit-
ting, calmly contemplating the spectacle before him. When
within reach he struck him a furious blow with his fist, and
was preparing to repeat i, when Johnston seized him by the
arms, and hastily demanded the cause of such 'unprovoked
violeace. ~Chickatommo, grinding his teeth with rage, shou-
ted “Sit down! sit down!” Johnston obeyed, and the Indi-
an, perceiving the two white children within ten steps of
him, snatched up a tomahawk,and advanced upon them with
a quick step, anda determined look. The terrified little
creatures instantly arose from the log on which they were
silting, and fled into the woods, uttering the most piercing
sereams, while their pursuer rapidly gained upon them with
his tomahawk uplifted.  The girl, being the youngest, was
soon evertaken, and would instantly have been tomahawked,
had not Messhawa bounded like a deer to her relief.  He
arrive® barely in time to arrest the uplified tomahawlk of
Chickatommo, after which, he seized him by the collar and
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hurled him violently backward, to the distance of several
paces. Snatching up the child in hisarms,” he then ran af-
ter the brother, intending to secure him likewise from the
fury of his companion, but the bey, misconstruing his in-
[cu.tic_:n, continued his flight with such rapidity, and doubled
several times with such address, that the chace was prolong-
ed to the distanee of several hundred yards, At length
Messhawa succeeded in taking him. 'The boy, thinking
]li!ilse]fiosli? uttered a wild cry, which was echoed by his sis-
ter, but both were instantly calmed. Messhawa took them
in his arms, spoke to them kindly, and soon convinced them
that they had nothing to fear from him. He quickly reap-
peared, leading them gently by the hand, and soothing them
in the Indian language, until they both clung to him closely
for protection. No other incident disturbed the progress of
the ceremonies,nor did Chickatommo appear to resent the
violent interference of Messhawa.

Their rum had not yet become exhausted, and after the
conclusion of the war dance, they returned to it with renew-
ed vigor. A lame Mingo, on a solitary hunting excursion:
soon joined them, and with drunken hospitality, was pressed,
and in some degree compelled to get drunk with them. They
spon became very affectionate, and the Mingo, taking ad-
vantage of the momentary generosity produced by the rum,
ventured to ask that Johnston might be given to him, for a
particular purpose, which he explained to them, He said
that he had lately killed a warrior of the Wyandott tribe,
whose widow had clamorously demanded that he (the Min-
go) should either procure her another husband, or lay down
his own life, as a-penalty for the slain Wyandott. He ad-
ded that he was too poorto procure her another husband,
unless he should take that honorable office upon himself, for
whichhe hadbut small inclination, the squaw in question
being well stricken in years, tolerably crooked, and withal a
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most terrible scold, and that he must submit to the otheral-
ternative, and lay down his life, unless the Shawanees would
have compassion upon him, and give him Johnston, who (he
said) being young and handsome, would doubtless be accept-
able to the squaw aforesaid, and console her faithful‘heart
for the loss of her former husband. He urged his suit with
so much earnestness, thatthe Shawanees relented, and as-
sured him that Johnston should instantly be delivered into
his hands, = This was accordingly done, without the slight-
est regard to the prisoner’s inclination, and within an hour,
the whole party took leave of him, shaking him heartily by
the hand, and congratulating him upon his approaching hap-
piness, telling him that there was a fine squaw waiting for
him in the Wyandott town. Johnston would have liked the
adoption better without the appendage of the bride, but
thinking that if she were one of the furies, her society
would be preferable to the stake and hot irons, he determin-
ed to make the best of his condizion, and wear his shackles
as easily as possible, until an opportunity offered of effect-
ing his escape. His new master, after lingering avound
the late encampment until late in the day, at length shoulder-
ed his wallet, and moved off by the same route which the
Shawanees had taken. By noon,on the following day, they
cane up with them, when a curious scene ensued. As soon
as the Shawanees had become sober, they repented their
late liberality, and determined to reclaim their prisoner; the
Mingo stoutly demurred,and a long argument took place,
accompanied by animated gestures, and not a few oaths on
both sides. At length Messhawa put anend to the wrang-
ling by seizing a horse by the halter, and ordering Johnston
instantly to mount. He then sprung upon another, and ap-
plying the lash smartly to both horses, he quickly bore the
prisoner beyond the sound of the Mingo’s voice. An hour’s
ride brought them to Upper Sandusky, where Messhawa dis-
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mounted, and awaited the arrival of Chickatommo. He
quickly appeared accompanied by his party and followed by
the discontented Mingo. Thelatter regarded Johnston from
time to time with so earnest a countenance, and appeared so
desirous of approaching him, that the latter became alarm-
ed, lest in the rage of disappointment, he should inflict upon
the prisoner, the vengeance which he dared not indulge a-
gainst the Shawanees. But his fears were quickly relieved.
The Mingo dogged him so faithfully, that he at length came
upon him while alone, and approaching him with a good
natured smile, presented a small pamphlet which Johnston
had dropped on the preceding day. Havin

shook him by the hand, and immediately left the village.

o done this, he

At Sandusky, Johnston became acquainted with Mr. Du-
chouguet, a French trader, who had for several years resi-
ded among the Indians, and was extensively engaged in the
fur trade.. “T'o him, he recounted his adyentures, and ear-
nestly solicited his good offices in delivering him from the
Indians.  Duchouquet promptly assured him, that every
exertion should be used for that purpose, and lost no time in
redeeming his pledge. 'That evening he spoke to Chicka-
tommo, and offered a liberal ransom for the prisoner, but his
efforts were fruitless, The Shawanee chief did not object to
the price, but declared that no sum should induce them to
give him up, until they had first taken him to their towns.
This answer was quickly reported to  Johnston, and filled
him with despair. But as the Shawanee party, were enga-
ged in another drinking bout, he entreated Duchouquet, 1o
seize the fayorable moment, when their hearts were mellow-
ed by rum, and repeat his offer. ~ The Frenchman complied,
and wasagain peremptorily refused. Johnston now desired

{

~him to enquire of Chickatommo, the name of the town {o

which he was to be taken, and the fate which was in reserve
for him, upon his arrival there. To the first queston Chic
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katommo promptly replied, that the prisoner was to be carried
to the Miami villages, but to the second he gave no satisfac-
tory answer, being probably ignoranthimselfupon thesubject.
The mention ofthe Miami villages, completely extinguished
every spark of hope, which still existed in Johnston’s breast, as
those towns had heretofore been the grave of every white pris-
oner who had visited them, He had also heard, that the Indi-
ans carefully concealed from their victims, the fate which a-
waited them, either from some insfinctive feelings of com-
passion, or more brobably from policy, in order to prevent
the desperate efforts to escape, which were usual with pris-
oners, who were informed of their destiny. Under these
circumstances, he gloomily abandoned himself to despair,
and lay down in helpless expectation of his fate. But no
sooner had he abandoned the case, than fortune, as usual,
put in her oar, and displayed that capricious but omnipotent
power, for which she has so long and so deservedly been
celebrated. The same Wyandott trader, who had encoun-
tered them in the wilderness, now again appeared at San-
dusky, with several horses laden with kegs of rum, and in
the course of two days, completely stripped them of ‘every
skin, blanket, and article of merchandize, which had escaped
his rapacity before.

On the morning of the third day, Chickatommo and his
party awake as from a dream, and found themselves poor,
deslitute, ragged and hungry, without the means of supply-
ing any of their wants, Ashamedto return to their yillage
in this condition, after having sent before them so magnifi-
cent a description of their wealth, they determined to re-
turn to the Ohio, in hopes of again replenishing their purses
at the expense of emigrarnts. They accordingly appeared
of their own accord before Duchouquet, and declared, that
as the sealp of their prisoner would be transported more ea-
sily than his person, they had determined to burn him on
21*
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that evening—but, if he still wished to purchase him, they
would forego the expected entertainment for his sake, and
let him have the prisoner upon good terms. Duchouguet
eagerly accepted the offer, and instantly counted  down six
hundred silver broaches, the ordinary price of a prisoner.
The Indians lost notime in delivering him into the trader’s
hands, and having taken an affectionate leave of him, they
instantly sat out for the Ohio.

Johnston's gralification may easily be conceived, buton
the following day, his apprehensions returned with renewed
vigor. To his great surprize, Chickatommo and his party
again made their appearance at Sandusky, having abandoa-
ed their contemplated trip to Ohio, and loitered about the
village for several days, without any visible cause for such
capricious conduct. Johnston, recollecting their former
whimsical bargain with the Mingo, was apprehensive
that the same scenc was to be repeated, and resolving
not to be taken alive, he armed himself, and awaited
calmly their determination. ~ His suspicions, however, were
entirely groundless. They passed him several times with-
out the slightest notice, and at length set off in earnest for
Detroit, leaving him at full liberty with his friend Duchou-
guet.

On the evening of their departure, a Delaware arrived
from the Miami villages, with the heartrending intelligence,
that his unfortunate companion, Flinn, had been burned at
the stake a few days before. 'The savage declared that he
himself bad bggn present at the spectacle, had assisted in
torturing him, amd had afterwards eaten a portion of his
flesh, which “he declared “was sweeter than bear’s meat.”
The intellizence was fully confirmed on the following day
by a Canadian trader, who had just left the Miami towns.
He stated that Flinn had been taken to their villages, and at
first had entertained strong hopes of being adopted, as his
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bold, frank, and fearless character, had made considerable
impression upon his enemies. But the arrival of some wild
chiefs from the extreme northern tribes, most of whom were
cannibals, had completely changed his prospeets. A wild
council was held, in which the most terrible sentiments with
regard to the whites were uttered. The custom of adopting
prisoners was indignantly reprobated, as frivolous and absurd,
and the resolution proclaimed that henceforth no quarter
should be given to any age, sex or condition. . Flinn wasac-
cordingly seized and fastened to the stake. The trader
was one of the spectators. Flinn quickly observed him,

and asked if he was notashamed to witness the distress of

a fellow ereature in that manner, without making some effort
to relieve him, upon which he instantly ran to the village
and brought outseveral kegs of rum, which he offered as a
ransom for the prisoner. The Indians, who, by this time,
were in a terrible rage; rejected the offer with fierceness,
and split the heads of the kegs with their tomahawks, suf-
fering the liquor to flow unheeded upon the ground. The
disappointed trader again returned to the village, and brought
out six hundred silver broaches. They, in turn, were rejec-
ted with additional fury, and not withouta threat of treat-
ing him in the same manner, if he acain 1nterfered. The
trader, finding every effort vain, communicated his ill suc-
cess to Flinn, who heard him with composure, and barely re-
plied, “Then all I have to say is, God have mercy upo-;a my
soul!” 'The scene of torture then commenced, amid whoops.
and yells, which struck terror to the heart of the trader, but
which the prisoner bore with the most heroie fortitude. Not
a groan escaped him. He walked calmly around the stake
for several hours, until his flesh was roasted, and the fire had
burned down. An old squaw then approached in order to

rekindle it, but Flinn, watching his opportunity, gave her so

forious & kick in the breast, that she fell back totally insen-
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AR sible, and for several minutes was unable to take any fur<
ther share in the ceremony. The warriors then bored his
ancles, and passing thongs throngh the sinews, confined them

o

gl / g
5 £ closely to the stake, so that he was unable afterwards to ol
fer the same resistance. His sufferings continued for many
hours, until they were at length terminated by the toma-

(i3 | hawk.
i Withina few days, he also heard of Skyles. Afterleay-
o ing Johnston, this gentleman had been conducted to one of
I‘, I the towns on the Miami of the lake, near the scene of I'linn’s
f;": T4 execution, where, as usual, he was compelled to run the
E aauntlet. The Indian boys were his chief tormentors. One
H : of the little urchins displayed particular address and dexter-
ity in his infernal art. He provided himself with a stout
Boee =EHTS switeh taken from a thorn tree, upon which one of the lar-
! ‘?" gest thorns had been permitted to remain. As Skyles pas-
{ ' sed him, he drove the keen instrument up to the head in his |
— naked back. The switch was wrested from his grasp, and
' :r : was borne by Skyles, sticking in his back, to the end of his
A painful career. He continued in the hands of the same crab-
bed master, who had taken such pleasure in tormenting him
upon the march through the wilderness, but had foundmeans
to make himself so acceptable to his squaw, that his time
was rendered more agreeable than he could haye anticipa-
ted. He carried watersfor her, gathered her wood, and

{r
=

_ soothed her sullen temper by a thousand litile artifices, so
| that her husband, who stood in some awe of his helpmate,
' was compelled to abate somewhat of his churlishness. He
atlength reaped the fruit of his eivility. The squaw re-
1) turned one evening alone to the wigwam, and informed
? Skyles, in.confidence, that his death had been determined on,
: m council, and that the following day had ben appointed for |
hisexecution. He at first doubted the truth of this start-
ling intelligence, and retiring to rest as usual, feigned to be
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asleep, but listened attentively to the conversation of the
old squaw with her daughter, a young girl of fifteen. His
doubts were quickly dispelled. His approaching execution
was the subject of conversation lne'tweentllem, and their lan-
guage quickly became warm. The old lady insisted upon
it that he was a good man, and ought to be saved, while the
girl exulted at the idea of witnessing his agonies, declaring
repeatedly that the “white people wereall devils,” and ought
to be put to death, At length they ceased wrangling, and
composed themselves to rest. Skyles instantly arose, took
down his master’srifle, shot bag and corn pouch, and step-
ping lightly over the bodies of the family, quickly gained
the wood, and bent his steps to the bank of the Miami river.
Without an instant’s delay, he plungedinto the streamn, and
swam to theopposite side. In so doing, however, he coni-
pletely ruined his rifle, and was compelled to throw it away.
tetaining the wallet of parched corn, he directed his steps
to the southward, intending, if' possible, tostrike the settle-
ments in Kentucky, but so poor a woodsman was he, that af-
ter a hard march of six hours, he again stumbled upon the
Miami, within one hundred yardsof the spot where he had
crossed it before, While anxiously meditating upon the
best means of avoiding the dangers which surrounded him,
he heard the tinkle of a bell within a few hundred yards of
the spot where he stood, and hastily directing  his steps to-
wards if, he saw a horse grazing quietly upon the rank
grass of the bottom. Instantly mounting him, he again at-
tempted tomove ina southern direction, but was compelled
by the thickness of the wood, and the quantity of fallen
timber to change his course so frequently that he again be-
came bewildered, and abandoning his horse, determined to
prosecute his journey on foot. Daylight found him in a
deep forest, without a path to direct him, without the means
of procuring food, and without the slightest knowledge of a~

T,
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ny of those signs by which an experienced woodsman is en- ' (08

abled to direct his course through a trackless wilderness with
such unerring certainty, Fearful of stumbling unawares
upon some Indian town, helay concealed all day, and at
night re-commenced his journey. But fresh perplexities a-
waited him at every step. He was constantly encountering
cither a small village or a solitary wigwam, from which he
was frequently chased by the Indian dogs, ' with such
loud and furious barking, that he more than once considered
detection inevitable, In this manner he wandered through
the woods forseveral days, until faint with hunger, he defer-
mined atall risks to enter an Indian village, and either pro-
cure food or perish in the attempt. Having adopted this
resolution, he no longer loitered on the way, but throwing
himself boldly upon the first path which presented itself, he
followed it at a brisk and steady pace, careless of whereit
might lead.  About four o’clock in the afternoon, he came
so suddenly upon a village that it was impossible to retreat
without exposing himself to detection, and as he considered
it madness toenterit in daylight, he concealed himselfamong
some old logs until nightfall, when he sallied out like an owl
ora wolfin search of something to allay the piercing pangs
of hunger. - Nothing could be picked up upon the skirts of
the villege, as neither roasting ears nor garden fruit were in
season, and it became necessary to enter the town or perish
of hunger. Fortunately, the embers of a decayed fire lay
near him,in which he found a sufficient quantity of coal with
which to black his face and hands, and having completely
disguised himself in this manner, he boldly marched into the
hostile town, to take such fate as it should please heaven to
send. He fortunately had with him the remnant of a blan-
ket, which he disposed about his person in the usual Indian
manner, andimitatingat the same time their straggling gate,
he kept the mijddle of the streot and passed unquestioned by

i
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squaw or warrior.  Fortunately for him, the streets were
almost entirely deserted, andas he afterwards learned, most
of the warriors were absent. Security, however, was not
his present object so much as food, which indeed had new be-
come indispensable. Yet how was he to obtain it. * He
would not have hesitated to steal, had he known whereé to
look for the larders, nor to beg, had he not known that he

would have been greeted with the tomahawk, ~ While slowly

ik : : 3T

; marching through the village and ruminating upon some

‘} feasible plan of satisfying his wants, he saw light in a wig-

r - . . -

A wam atsome distance, which gave it the appearance of a
F 2 o

e trader’s booth, = Cautiously approaching, he satisfied him-

o self of the truth of his conjecture. A white man was be-

18 : : - -

2 hind a counter, dealing out various articles to several squaws

|\

© @ who stood around him. After some hesitation, Skyles en-

. tered the shop, and in bad English asked for rum. The tra-
iE der regarded him carelessly, and without appea ring surpris-
g ed at either his dress or manner, replied that he had no
i rum in the house, but would go and bring him some, if he
d could wait a few moments. So saying, he leaped carelessly
g over the counter and left theshop.. Skyles instantly follow-
1 ed him, and stopping himin the street, briefly recounted his
g story, and throwing himselfupon his mercy, egrnestly im-
t . plored his assistance. The trader appeared mueh astonish-
: ed, and visibly hesitated. Quickly recovering himself, how-
L ever, ie assured Skyles that, he would use every effort to
saye him, although in doing so, he himself would incur

‘' |" great risk, He then informed him that a band of Shawa-
&= neeshad appeared at the yillage on that very morning in
* | keen pursuit of a prisoner, who (they said,) had escaped a
L few days before, and whom they supposed to be still in the

neighborhood, from the zigzag manner in which he had tray-
eled. Many of the warriors of the town were at that mo-
ment_assisting the Shawanees in hunting for him. He
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added, thatthey might be expected to returnin the morning,
in which case, il discovered, his death would be certain.
Skyles listened in greatalarm to his account of the danger
which surrounded him. If he left the village, he could
scarcely expect to escape the numerous bands who were ran-
ging the forests in search of him!—If he remained where
he was, the danger was still more imminent. TUnder these
circumstances, he earnestly requested the advice of the tra-
der as to the best means of avoiding hisenemies. The man
replied that, he must instantly leave the village, as keen
eves would be upon him in the morning, and his design
would instantly be penetrated. That he must conceal him-
self in a hazel thicket, which he pointed out to him, where
in a short time he would join him with food, where they
could arrange ‘some feasible plan of escape, ~ They then
separated, the trader returning to his shop and Skyles repair-
ing to the friendly thicket. Here within a few minutes he
was joined by his friend, who informed him that he saw but
one possible mode of escape. That it would be impossible
for him either to remain where he was, or fo attempt to
reach the white settlements through the woods, but he de-
clared that if he wasdiligentand active, he might overtake
a boat, which had left them that morning for Lake Erie,and
offered him his own skiff for that purpose. He added that
the boat was laden with furs and was commanded by an
[inglish captain, who would gladly receive him on board.

Skyles eagerly embraced the offer, and they proceeded with-

out a moment’s delay to the river shore, where a handsome

skiff with two oars lay in readiness for the water. Having

taken an affectionate leave of (he trader, Skyles put off from

shore, and quickly gaining the current, rowed unlil daylight

with the zeal of a man who knew the value of life and liber-
ty..  His greatest apprehension was, that his flicht would be
discovered in time to prevent his reaching the boat, and at
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every rustling of the bushes on the bank  of the river, or at
every ery of the owl which arose from the deep forest around
him, the blood would rush back to hi§ heart, and he would
fancy that his enemies were upon him. At length, 'between
dawn and sunrise, he behgld'the boat, which he had pursu-
ed so eagerly, only a few-hundred yards in front, drifting
slowlyand calmly down the stream. He redoupled his ex-
ertions, and in half an hour, was withinhailing distance:
He called aloud for them to halt, but no answer was return-
ed. Upon coming along side, he was unable to see a sin-
gle man on board. Supposing her crew asleep, he mounted
the side of the vessel, and saw the man at the helm ehjoy-
ing'a very comfortable nap, with the most enviable disre-

gard to the dangers which might await him in the waters of

Eake Erie, which were then in sight. The helmsman star-
ted up, rubbed his eyes, looked around him, and after salu-
ting his visiter, observed that “he had almost fallen asleep.”
Bkyles ‘agreed with him, and anxiously enquired for the
captain.  The latter soon made his appearance in-a wool-
len nightcap, and the negotiation commenced, The captain
asked who he was, and what was the ecause of so early a
visit? Skyles was fearful of committing himself by a pre-
mature disclosure of hisreal character, and replied that, he
was an adventurer who had been looking out for'Jand upon
the Auglaize, but that he had been driven from the country
by the apprehension of outrage from the Indians, who had
lately become unusually incensed against the whites: ~The
captain coolly replied, that he had heard of one white man
having been burned a few days before, at one of the Miami

villages, and had understood that another had avoided the

same fate only, by running away into the woods, where; un-

lessivetaken, it was supposed he would perish, as he had

shown himself a miserable woodsman, and as numerous par-

ties were in:search of him. - Aftera ‘moment’s hesitation

22
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Skyles frankly acknowledged himself to be that miserable
fugitive, and threw himself" at once ‘upon their merey. The
English captain heard him apparently without surprize, and
granted his request without hesitation. - All was done with
the utmost sang froid. 1In a short time, they arrived at De-
troit, where, to his no small astoniShment, he beheld Chicka-

tommo, Messhawa and their party, who had just arrived
from Sandusky, safter the sale of Johnston.  Carefully a-
voiding them, he lay close in the house of a trader until the
following day, when another large party arrived in pursnit
of him, (having traced him down the river to Lake Erie,)
and paraded the streets for several days, uttering loud com-
plaints against those who had robbed them of their prisoner,
Poor Skyles entertained the most painful apprehensions for
several days, but was at length relieved by their departure.
As soon as possible, he obtained a passage to Montreal, and
returned in safety to the United States. |
Tt noticing the fate of the companions of Jolinston’s capti- |-
vity, we are naturally led«to say something of the only fe- i,
male of the party. ~‘The read@r cannot have forgotten that
one of the Miss Flemings was killed upon the Ohio, and
that the other became a prisoner, and was assigned fo the
Cherokees.  Johnston had been much surprised at the levi-

eyt
e T,

ty of her'conduct, when first taken. - Instead of appearing
dejected at the dreadful death of her sister, and the -still

more terrible fatg of her friends, she never appeared more
lively or better reconciled to her fate than while her captors
lingered upon the banks of the Ohio. Upon the breaking
up of the party, the Cherokees conducted their prisoner to-
wards the Miami villages, and Johnston saw nething more
of her until after his own liberation. While he remained at
the house of Mr. Duchouquet, the small party of Cherokees
toyhom she belonged, suddenly made their appearance in
the village ina condition so tattered and dilapidated, as to
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e satisfy every one that all their boety had been wasted with
he their usual improvidenge. Miss Fleming’s appearance, par-
e ticularly, had been entirely changed.” ~All the levity which
t had astonished Johnston so much on the banks of ‘the Ohio,
= was completely gone. Her dress was tattered, her cheeks
¥ sunken, her eyes discoloured by weeping, and her whole
x i manner expressive of the most heartfelt’ wretchedness.
B Johnston addressed her with kindness, and enquired the cause
1]191 of so greata clm?lgc,‘hl_zt she only ;‘cplied, by ‘.'.-'r?nging her

hands, and bursting into tears. Ier master quickly sum-
) r moned her away, and on the morning after®her arrival, she
B | was compelled to leave the village, and accompany them to
I, BES  TowerSandusky.  Within a fewdays, Johrston, i compa-
r o .- ny with his friend Duchouquet, followed them to that place,
- partly upon business, partly with the hope of effecting her
id liberation, e found the town thronged with Indians of va-
_ rious tribes, and there, for the first time, he learned that his
& friend Skyles had effected his escape. Upon enquiring for
e the Cherokees, he learned that they were encamped with
i their prisoner within a quarter of a mile of the town, hold-
d ing themselves aloof from the rest, and evincing the most
g jealous watchfulness over their prisoner. Johnston instanily
B applied to the traders of Sandusly, fortheir good offices, and
g as usual, the réquest was promptly complied with. They
I went out in a body to the Cherokee camp, accompanied by
8 a white man named Whittaker, who had been taken from Vir-

5. ginia when a child, and had become completely naturalized

3 among the Indians. This Whittaker was personally known
S to Miss Fleming, having often visited Pittsburgh where her
- father kept a small tavern, much frequented by Indians and
t | traders. As soon as she beheld him, therefore, she ran up
i to the spot where he stood, and bursting into tears, implored

1 him to save her from the cruel fate which she hadno doubt,
) awaited her. He engaged very zealously in her sarvice,and
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finding that all the offersof the traders were rejected with
determined obstinacy, he returned to# Detroit, and solicited
the intercession of an old chief known among the whites by
the name of “Old King Crane,” assuring him (a lie which
we can scarcely blame.) that the woman was his sister.
King Crane listened with grayity to the appeal of Whiita-
ker, acknowledged the propriety of interfering in the case
of so near a relative, and very calmly walked out to the
Cherokee camp, in order to try the efficacy of his own elo-
quencein behalf of' the white squaw. He found her mas-
ter, however, perfectly inexorable. - The argument gradual-
Iy waxed warm, until at length the Cherokees became en-
raged, and told the old man that it wasa disgrace toa
chief like him, to put himself upon a level with “white peo-
ple,” and that they looked upon him as no better than ‘dict?
At this insupportable insult, King Crane became exaspera-
ted m turn, and & very edifying scene ensued, in which each
bespattered the other with a profusion of abuse for several
minutes, until the Old King recollected himself sufficiently,
to draw off for the present, and concert measures for obtain-
mg redress. He returned to the village in a towering pas-
sion;and announced his determination to collect his young
men and rescue the white squaw by force, and if the Cher-
okeesdared to resist, he swore that he would take theig
scalps upon the spot. Whittaker applauded this doughty
resolution, but warned him of the necessity of :195{1&[0};, as
a of losing their prisoner,
might be tempted to put her to death without further delay.
This advice was acknowledged to be
daylight on the following morning

the Cherokees, alarmed at the ide

of weightsand before
y King Crane assembled
his young men and advanced cautiously upon the Cherokee
encampment. ' He found all but the miserable prisoner bu-
ried in sleep.  She had been stripped naked, her body pain-
ted black, and in this condition, had been hound to a stake.
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around which hickory poleshad already been collected,and
every other disposition made for burning her alive at day-
light. She was moaning in a low tone as her deliverers
approached, and was so much exhausted as notto be aware
of their approach until King Crane had actually eut the
cords which bound her, with hiskaife. He then ordered
his young men to assist her in putting on her clothes, which
they obeyed with the most stoical indifference, As soon as
her toilet had been completed, the King awakened her mas-
ters, and informed them that the squaw wasAis! that if they
submitted quietly, it waswell!—if not, his young menand
himself were ready for them. The Cherokees, as may rea-
dily be imagined, protested loudly against such unrighteous
proeeedings, but what could words avail against drawn tom-
ahawks and superior numbers? They finally expressed
their willingness to resign the squaw—but hoped that King
Crane would not be such a “beast” as to refuse them the
ransom which ‘he bad offered them on the preceding day!
The King replied coolly, that he had the squaw now in his
own hands—and would serve them onlv right if he refused
to pay a single broach—but that he disdained to receive a-
ny thing at their hands, without paying an equivalent! and
would give them six hundred silver broaches, He then re-
turned to Lower Sandusky, accompanied by the liberated

 prisoner.  She was instantly painted asa squaw by Whitta-

ker, and sent off, under care of fwvo trusty Indians to Pitts-
burgh, where she arrived in safety in the course of the fol-
lowing week, : '

The Cherokees, in the evening, paraded the streets of
Sandusky, armed and painted, as if upon a war party, and
loudly complained of the violence which had been offered
to them. They declared that they would not leave town
until they had shed the blood of a white man, in revenge

for the loss of their prisoner. ~ Johnston and Duchouquet
22%
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were compelled to remain closely at home for several days,:

until to their great joy, the Cherckees finally left the village
and were seen no more.

The remainder of Johnston’s narrative is easily despateh-
ed He quickly left Lower Sandusky, and embarked in a
bhoat laden with fur fo Detroit, After remaining here a few
days, he took a passage to Montreal, and for the first and
last timesghad an opportunity of beholding the tremendous
falls of Niagara,®* Having arrived at Montreal in safety,
he remained a few days in order to arrange his affairs, and
as soon as possible, continued his journey by way of Fort
Stanwix to New York. There he had an interview with
President Washington, who, having been informed of his es-
cape, sent for him, in order to make a number of enquiries
as to the strength ~:_J£' the tribes through which he had pas-
sed, the force and condition of the British garrisons, and the
degree of countenance which they had afforded to the hos
tile Indians.~ Having given all the information of which he
was possessed, he was dismissed with great kindness, and in
the course of the following week, he found himself once more
in the bosom of  his family. ~ As the reader may probubly
take some interest iu the fate of the Indians whom we have
mentioned, we are enabled toadd something upon that sub-
ject. Chickatommo was killed at the decisive battle of the
“Fallen timber,” where the united force of the northwestern
tribes was defeated by Gen. Wayne. Messhawa fought at
the same place, but escaped, and afterwards became a devo-
ted follower of the celebrated Tecumseh. He fought at Tip-
pecanoe, Raisin, and finally at the River Thames, where it
is supposed he was killed. King Crane lived to a greatage,
was present at St. Clair’s defeat, and at the “Fallen timber,”
hut finally became reconciled to the Americans, and fought

L hiﬂ asan [mqul)F!! ‘TU“L and in their f'inﬂ[;aﬂ' riifie " h,un
l w L iang :.'U- Bian‘ﬁl’-ﬂ Tl}a T .
‘“ Gf the- “‘tﬁfﬂ! -[E 13 ankuuﬂcell O'I‘i';}a'gﬂﬂ‘fﬁ.

|

e



WESTERN ADVENTURE. . 259

under Harrison at Thames. Whittaker, the white man, was
in St. Clair’s defeat, and afterwardsSvith the Indians against
Wayne. He has beendead many years. Tom Lewis fought
against the Americans in all the northwestern battles, untii
the final peace in 1796, and then was one of the deputation
who eame on to Washington city, where Johnston saw him
in’97. He afterwards rose to the rank of chief among the
Shawanees, but having an incurable propensity to rum and
thieving, he was degraded from his rank and removed, with a
band of his countrymen, to the countrywest of the Mississi ppi.
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HBE CHAPTER X.
H
£ NARRATIVE
i 1 ! CAPTAIN WILLIAM HUBBELL.
i 1o : :
!: f ': 1 Erom the Western Review, J
; e ] 4 |
* \ gn the year 1791, while the Indians were yet troublesome, & 1
] '. especially on the banks of the Ohio, Captain William Hub- | ]
g5 i bell, who had previously emigrated to Kentucky frem the | t
. ::-,'.-5' state of Vermont, and who, after having fixed his family in t
i }; i the#neighborhagd of Frankfort, thena frontier seftlement, =
' ! had been compelledito go to the eastward on business, Was \ ¢
:_l e asecond time ‘on his way to thls countrv. On one of the i i
_ [{E tributary streams of the river Monongahela, he procured 2 ' ¢
, Al flat bottomed boat, and embarked in company with Mr. Dan- - |
o iel Light, and Mr. William Plascut and his family, consist- d
- ing of a wife and eight children, destined for Limestone, I
e Kentucky. On their progress down the river Ohio, and E ¢
e soon after passing Pittsburgh, they saw evident traces of In- ; fi
! 1 _ dians aleng the banks, and there is every reason to believe i
Y ! A that a boat which they overtook, and which, through care- ;
' lessness, was suflered to run aground on an island, became tl
a prey to these merciless savages, Though Captain Hub- & h
! bell and his party stopped some time forit in a lower partof G
' g the river, it did not arrive, and it has neverto their knowl w
edge been heard of since. Before they reached the mouth | sl

of the Great Kenhawa, they had, by several successive ad-
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ditions, increased their number to twenty, consisting of nine
men, three women, and eight children. The men, besides
those mentioued above, were one John Stoner, an Iri§h-
man and a Dutchman whose names are not recollgcted, Mes-
srs. Ray and Tucker, anda Mr. Kilpatrick, whose two
daughters also were of the party. Information received at
Gallipolis confirmed the expectatibn, which appearances
previously raised, of a serious conflict with a large body of
Indians; and as Captain Hubbell had been regularly appoin-
ted commander of the boat, every possible preparation was
made for a formidable ‘and successful resistance of the anti-
cipated attack. The nine men were divided into three wach-
es for the night, which were alternately, to continue -awake
and be'on the look out for two'hours ata time.  The'arms
on board, which consisted pricipally of old muskets much
out of order, were collected, loaded, and put in the best pos-
siblecondition’ for service. At about sunset on that day,
the 23d of March, 1791, our party overtook a fleet of six
boats descending the river in company, and intended to haye
continued with them, but as their passengers seemed 16 be
more disposed to dancing than fighting, and as. soon after
dark, notwithstanding the * remonstrances of Captain Hub-
bell, they commenced fiddling and dancing instead of pre-
paring their arms and taking the necessary rest preparatory
tobattle, it was wisely considered more hazardous to be in
such company than to be alone. Itwas therefore determif.
ed"to proceed rapidly forward by aid of the oars and to leave
those thouglitless fellow-travellers behind. ~ One of'the boats,
howr‘zver, belonging to the fleet, commanded by a Captain
Greathouse, adopted the same plan, and for a while kept up
with Captain Hubbell, but all its erew at length falling a-
sleep, that boat also ceased to be propelled by the oars, and
Captain Hubbell and his party proceeded steadily forward
alone. Early in the night a cance was dimly seen floating
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down the river, in which were probably Indians reconnoi-
tering, and other evident indications were observed of the
neighborhoed and hostile intentions of a formidable party of
savages.

[t was now agreed, that should the attaclk, as was proba-
ble,be deferred till morning, every man should beup before
the'dawn ‘in order to ke as great a show as possible of
numbers and of strength; and that, whenever the action
shounld take place, the women and children should lie down
on the cabin floor and be protected as well as they” could
by the trunks'and other baggage, which might be placed
around them. In*this perilous situation they continued du-
ring the night, and the Captain, who had not slept more than
one hour since he left Pittsburgh, was too deeply impressed
with the imminent danger which surrounded him to obtain
any rest at that time. :

Just as daylight began to appear in the east, and before
the men were up and at their posts ugreeahl}r‘ to arrange-
ment, a volce at some diStance below them'in a plaintive
tone repeatedly solicited them to come on shore as there
were some white persons who wished to obtain a passage in
their boat. This the Captain vefy naturally and correctly
concluded to be an Indian artifice,and its only effect was to
rouse the menand place every one onhis guard. The voice
of entreaty was soon changed into the language of indigna-
tion and insult, and the sound of distant paddles announced
the approach of the savage foe. At length three Indianca-
noes were seen 1hrmrgh the mist of the morning rapidly ad-
vancing. With the utmost coolness the Captain and his com-
panions prepared to receive them. The chairs, tables and
other incumbrances were thrown into the'river, in order to
elear the deck for action. Every man took his position, and
was ordered not to fire till the savages had approached so
near, that, (to use the words of Captain Hubbell,) “the flash

—
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0i- from the guns might singe their eye brows;” and a special
he caution was given, that the men should fire suceessively, so -_"
of that there might be n6 interval. On the arrival of the ca- '
noes, they were found to contain about twenty-five or thirty
)a- Indianseach. As soon as they had approached” within the '
re reach of musket shot, a general fire was given from one of
of | them which wounded Mr. Tucker 'through the hip so severe-
on ly that his leg hung only by the flesh, and shot Mr. Light
wn just below his ribs. The three canoes placed themselves at
ild the bow, stern, and on the right side of the boat, so that they
ed | had an opportunity of raking in every direction, The fire
e now commenced from the boat, and had a powerful effectin
Sl checking the confidence and fury of the Indians. The Cap-
od | tain, -after firing his own gun took up that of oneof the
ih ‘ wounded men, raised it to his shoulderand was about to dis-
charge it when a ball came and took away the lock; he cool- :__
re Iy turned round, seized a brand of fire from the l\'l:‘ll.fc which !
7e- served for a caboose, and applying it to the pan, discharged
;.L. the piece with effect. A very regular and constant fire was
e now kept up on both sides. The Captain was just inthe aet
o of raising his gun a third time, when a ball passed throughhis
tly right arm, and for a moment disabled him. sScarcelyhad he
s recovered from the shock and re-acquired the use of his
i hand, which had been suddenly drawn up by the wound, '.
o when he observed the Indiansin one @f the canoes just about "
ed to board the boat in its bow, where the horses were placed |
A helonging to the party. Somear bad they approached, that !
4 some of them had actually seized with their hands the side ':
Bl of the boat. Severely wounded as he gvas, he caught up a
hiet| pair of horsemen’s pistols and rushed forward to repel the
EE attempt at boarding,  On hisapproach the Indians fell back,
i and he discharged a pistol with effect af the foremost man. :
A Afier firing the second pistol, he found himself without arms, ib

and was compelled to retreat; butstepping back upona pile
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of small wood which had been prepared for burning in the
kettle, the thought struck him, that it might be made use of
in repelling the foe, and he confmued ‘forsome time to strike
them with itso forcibly and actively that they were unable
to enter the boat, and at length he wounded one of them so
severely that with a }‘cli» they suddenly gave way. Allthe
canoes instantly discontinued the - contest ahd directed their
course to Captain Greathouse’s boat which was then in sight,
Here a striking contrast was exhibited to the firmness and
intrepidity which had been displayed. Instead of resisting
the attack, the people on board of this boat retired to the cab-
in indismay. 'The Indians entered it without oppositon, and
rowed it to the shore, where they instantly killed the Cap-
tain and a lad of about fourteen years of age. The women
they placed in the centre of their canoes, and manning them
with fresh bands; again pursued Captain Hubbell and party
A melancholy alternative now presented itself to these brave
but almost desponding men, either to fall a prey to the sava-
ges themselves, or to.run the risk of shooting the women
who had been placed in -the canoes in the hope of deriving
protection from their presence. But “self preservation is
the first law of nature,” and the Captain very justly remark-
ed, there would not be much humanity in preserving- their
lives at such a sacrifice, merely that they might become vie-
tims of savage r»ruulft‘{' at some subsequent period.

There were now but four men left on hoard of Captain
Hubbell’s boat, capable of défending it, and the Captain
himself was severely wounded in {wo places. = The second
attack, however, was resisted with almost incredible firm-
ness and vigor. . Whenever the Indians:would rise to fire,
{their opponents u;pnld commonly give.them the first shot,
which in almost'every instance would prove: fatal. INot-
withstanding the disparity of numbers, and the exhansted
condition of the defenders of the boat, the Indians at length
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appeared to despair of success, and the canoes successive-
Iy retired to the shore. Just as the last one was departing,
Captain Hubbell called to the Indian, who was standing in
the stern, and on his turning round, discharged” his piece at
him. When the smole, which for a moment obstructed the

vision, was dissipated, he was seen lying on his back, and

appeared to be severely, perhaps mor(ally wounded.

Unfortunately the boat now drified near to the shore where
the Indians were collected, and a large coneourse, probably
between four and five hundred, were seen rushing down on
the bank. Ray and Plaseut, the only men remaining un-
hurt, were placed at the oars, aad as the boat was not more
than twenty yards from shore, it was deemed prudent for all
tolie down in as safe a position as possible and attemptto
push forward with the utmost practicable rapidity. While they
continued in this situation, nine balls were shot into one oar,
and ten into the other, without wounding the rowers, who
were hidden from view and protected by the side of: the boat
and the blankets in its stern. During this dreadful exposure
to the fire of the savages, which continued about twenty
minutes, Mr. Kilpatrick observed a particalar Indian, whom
he thought a favorable mark for his rifle, and, notwithstand-
mg the solemn warning of Captain Hubbell tose to shoot
him.  He immediately received a ball in his mouth, which
passed out at the back part of his head, and was almost at the
same moment shot ‘through the heart. He fell among the
horses that about'the same time were killed, and presented
to his afflicted daughters and fellow-travellers, who were
witnesses of the awful occurrence, a spectacle of horror which
we need not further attempt to describe.

The boat was now providentially and suddenly carried
outinto the'middle of the stream and taken by the current
beyond the reach of the enemy’s balls.  Our little band, re-
duced a8 they were in numbers, wounded, afflicted, andal.
23
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most exhausted by fatigue, were still unsubdued in spirit, and
being assewnbled in all their strength, men, women and ehil-
dren, with an_appearance of triumph gave three hearty
cheers, calling to the Indians to come onagain if they were
fond of the sport.

Thus ended this awful conflict, in which out of nine men,
two only escaped unhurt. 'T'ucker and Kilpatrick were kil-
led on the spot, Stoner was mortally wounded and died on
his arrival at Limestone, and all the rest, excepting Ray
and Plascut, were severely wounded. 'The women and chil-
dren were all uninjured, excepting a little son of Mr. Plas-
cut, who, after the battle was over, came to the Captain
and with great coolness requested him totake a ball out
of his head. On examination it appeared that a bullet
which had passed through the side of the boat had penetra-
ted the forehead of this little hero, and remained under the
skin.  The Captain took it out, and the youth, observing,
“that ts not all,” raised his arm, and exhibited a piece of
bone at the point of his elbow, which had been shot off' and
hung only by the gkin. His mother exclaimed, “why did
you mnot tell me of this??  “Because,” he coolly replied,
“the Captain directed us to be silent during the action, and
thought you would be likely to make a noise if I told  you.”

The boat made the best of its way down the river, and
the object was to reach Limestone that night. The Cap-
tain’s arm had bled profusely, and he was compelled to close
the sleeve of his coat in order to retain the blood and stop ifs
effusion. In this situation, tormented by excruciating pain
and faint through loss of blood, he was under the ncﬁns:sity
of steering the boat with his left arm, till about ten o’elock
that night, when he was relieved by Mr, William Brooks,
who resided on the bank of the river, and who was induced
by the calls of the suffericg party to come out to their assis-
tance. By his aid and that of some other persons who were
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in the same manner brought to their relief, they were ena-
bled to reach Limestone about twelve o’clock that night.

Immediately on the arrival of Mr. Boooks, Captain Hub
bell, relieved from labor and responsibility, sunk under the
weight of pain and fatigue, and became for a while totally
insensible. When the boat reached Limestone, he found
himself unable to walk, and was obliged to be carried up to
the tavern. Here he had his wound dressed and continued
several days until he acquired sufficient strength to proceed
homewards.

On the arrival of our party at Limestone, they found a
considerable force of armed men, about to march against the
same Indians, from whose attacks they had so severely suf-
fered. They now learned, thatthe Sunday preceding, the
same party of sawhges had cut off' a detachment of menas-
cending the Ohio from fort Washington at the mouth of Lick-

g river, and had killed with their tomabawks, withestfi——

ring a gun, twenty one out of twenty two men of which the
detachment consisted.

Crowds of people, as might be expected, came 1o witness
the boat which had been the scene of so much heroism, and
such horrid carnage, and to visit the resolute little band by
whom it had been so gallantly and perseveringly defended.
On examination it was found that the sides of the boat were
literally filled with bullets and with bullet holes. There
was scarcely a space of two feet square in the partabove
water, which had not either a ball remaining in it or a hole
throngh which a ball had passed. Some persons who had
the curiosity to count the number of holes in the blankets
which were hung up as curtains in the stern of the boat, af-
firmed that in the space of five feet square there were one
hundred and twenty two. Four horses out of five were kil-
led, and the escape of the fifth amidst such a shower of balls
appears almost miraculous.

-
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The day after the arrival of Gaptain Hubbell and his
companions, the five remaining boats, which they had pas-
sed on the night preceding the battle, reached Limestone.
Those on board remarked, that during the action they dis-
tinctly saw the flashes, but could not hear the reports of the
guns.  The Indians; it appears, had met with too formida-
ble a resistance from a single boat to attack a fleet, and suf:
fered them to pass unmolested: and since that time, it is he-
lieved that no hoat has been assailed by Indians on the Ohio.

The force which marched oat to disperse this formidable
body of savages, discovered several Indians dead on the
shore nearthe scene of action. They also found the bodies
of Captain Greathouse and several others, men. women and
children, who had been on board of his boat. Most of them
appeared to have been whipped to death, as they were found
stripped, tied to trees, and marked with the appearance of

Jashes, and large. rods which: seemed to have been worn
with use were observed lying near them.

. F
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CHAPTER XI,

Heretofore our narrative has chiefly been confined tothe ad.
ventures of individuals, or at most, to the irregular forays of
independent volunteers. ¥ We come now, however, to events
upon a large scale, and to a defail of national, not individual
efforts. Before entering, however, upon such a brief notice
as our limits will permit, of the events of the north western
campaign, it will be necessary to premise a few observa-
tions upon the causes of the long continued warfare to which
the western states were exposed, while those upon the bor-
ders of the Atlantic enjoyed all the blessings of peace.

At the general pacification of 1783, there were several
stipulations upon both sides, which were not complied with.
Gireat Britain had agreed, as speedily as possible, to evacu-
ate all the north western-posts, which lay within the boun
daries of the United States, while, on the other hand, Con-
aress had stipulated that no legal impediments should be

thrown in the way, in order to" prevent the- collection of

debts due to British merchants before the declaration of war.
Large importations had been made by American merchants,
upon credit, in *73 and *74, and as all civil imtercourse be-
tween the two countries had ceased unul the return of peace,
the British creditors were unable to collect their debts: ~Up-
on the final ratification of the treaty, they naturally became
desirous of recovering their property, while their debtors as
naturally were desirous of ayoiding payment. Congress
had stipulated that no legal barrier should be thrown in the
way; but as is well known, Congress, under the old eonfed-
eration, was much more prolific in “resolutions,” or rather

«recommendations,” than acts. - The states might or might
93%
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not comply with them, as suited their convenience.: Aec6or:-

15 dingly, when Congress recommended the payment of all
11;5.' ik 1 8 debts to the state legislatures, the legislatures determined that
e it was inexpedient to comply. ‘The British creditor complain-
Ill - ' ed to his government, the government remonstrated with

Bl _ Congress, upon so flagrant a breach of one of the articles
' of pacification, Congress appealedto the legislatures, the le-
§ gislatures were deaf and obstinategand there the matter res-
: ted. . When the question was agitated, as to the evacuation
of the posts, the British in turn, became refractory, and de- |
termined to hold them until the acts of the state legislatures, '
preventing the legal collection of debts, were repealed:
Many remonstrances were exchanged, but allto no purpose.

In the mean time, the Indians were supplied, as usual, by

e

the British agents, and if not openly encouraged, were un-
doubtedly secretly countenanced in their repeated depreda- -
tions: upon the frontier inhabitants, - These, at length be-
came S0 serious, as to demand the netice of government.
Accordingly, in the autumn of 1790, General Ha rmer was
detached atthe head of three hundred regular troops, and
more than one thousand militia, with orders to march upon
their towns bordering upon the lakes, and inflict upon them
such signal chastisement as’should deter them from future

depredations, On the 20th of September, the various troops,

&4 designed for the expedition, rendezvoused at Fort Washing-

.. !,j:}'? ton, now Cincinnati, and on the following day commenced
1 i' : their march to the Miamivillages. The country was rough, |
B swampy, and in many places, almost impassable, so that
geventeen days were consumed before the main body could :

i) come within striking distance of the enemy. In the mean

:r time, the great scarcity of provisions rendered it necessary

}'-k for the General to sweep the forest with numerous small de-

tachments; and as the woods swarmed with roving bands of
Indians; most of these parlies were cut off,

+

“
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At length, the main body, considerably reduced by this
petty warfare, came within a few miles of their towns.
Here the General ordered Captain Armstrong, atthe head of
thirty regulars, and Col. Harden of Kentucky, witk one
hundred and fifty militia, to advance and reconncitre, In
the execution of this order they suddenly found themselves
in the presence of a superior number of Indians, who sud-
denly arose from the bushes and opened @ heavy fire uporn
them. 'The militia instantly gave way, while the regulars
accustomed to more erderly movements attempted a regular
retreat:  The enemyrushed upon them fomahawlk in hand
and completely surrounded them.  The regulars attempted
to open a passage witlithe bayonet, but in vain, They were
all destroyed with the exception of their Captain and one
Lieutenant. = Captain Armstrong was remarkably stout and
active, and succeeded in breaking through the eremy’s line,
although not without receiving several severe wounds. Fin-
ding himself hard pressed, he plungedinto a deep and miry
swamp, where he lay concealed during the whole night
within two hundred yards of the Indian camp, and witness-
ed the dances and joyous festivity with which they celebra-
ted their victory. The Licutenant (Haitshorn, ) éscaped by
aceidentally stumbling overa log, and falling into™ a pit
where he lay concealed by the rank grass which grew around
him. - The loss of the Militia was very trifling. Notwith-
standing this severe check; Harmer advanced with the main
body upon  their villages, which he found deserted and in
flames, the Indians having fired them with their own hands.
Here he found several hundred acres of corn, which was
completely destroyed.  He then advanced upon the adjoin-
ing villages, which he found deserted and burned as the first
had been. Having destroyed all the corn which he found, the
army commenced its retreat from the Indian country, suppo-
sing the enemy sufficiently intimidated. ~After marching &
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Bl Nl‘_ s bout ten miles on the homeward route, General Harmer re-
{iE o ceived information which induced him to suppose that a bo-
dy of Indians had returned andtaken possession of the vil-
lage which he had just left. He detached, therefore, eighty
. regular troops under the orders of Major Wyllys,and nearly
fE s the whole of his militia under Col. Harden, with orders to re-
L turn to the village and destroy such of the enemy as presen:
e ted themselves. The detachmentaccordingly countermarch-
| ! A ed and proceeded with all possible despateh to the appointed
188 & spot, fearful only that the enerny might hear of their move-

ment and escape before they could come up. The militiain
u [ | loose order took the advance—the regulars moving in a hol-
\ ! low square brought up the rear. Upon the plain in front of the

: town a number of Indians were seen, between whom and
= Bl the militia a sharp action commenced. After a few rounds,
i i | with considerable eficet upon both sides, the savages fled in

S ¢ ey disorder and were eagerly and imnpetuously pursued by the
._ ] 2 militia, whoin'the ardor of the chace were drawn into the
' \;’[r } woods to a considerable distance from  the regulars, Sud
I denly from the opposite quarter several hundred Indians ap-

1t b peared, rushing with loud'yells upon the unsupported regu-
i - lars. Major Wyllys, who was a brave and experienced offi-
cer, formed his men in a square, and endeavored to gain a
more favorable spot of ground, but was preyented by the

desperate impetuosity with which the enemy -assailed bim.
: Unchecked by the murderous fire which was poured upon
{ %i 64 them from the different sides of the square, they rushed in
| masses up tothe points of the bayonets, hurled their toma-
; hawks with fatal accuracy, and putting aside the bayonets

. st with their hands, or clogging them with their bodies, they
} h : were quickly mingled with the troops, and handled their long
: knives with destructive effect. In two minutes the bloody

strugale was over. Major Wyllys fell together with seventy

three privates and one Lieutenant. One Captain, one Kn-
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sign and seven privates, three of whom were wounded, were
the sole survivors of this short but desperate encounter.
The Indian loss was nearly equal, as they sustained several

heavy fires which the closeness of their masses rendered ve-

ry destruetive, and as they rushed upon the bayonets-of the
troops with the most astonishing disregard to theirown safe-
ty. Their object was to overwhelm the regulars before the
militia could return to their support, and it was as boldly ex-
ecuted as it had been finely conceived.  Ina short time the
militia returned from the pursuit of the flying party which
had decoyed them to-a distance,but it was now too late to
retrieve the fortune of the day. Afier some sharp skirmish-
ing they effected their retreat to the main body, with the loss
of one hundred and eight killed and twenty eight wounded-
This dreadful slaughter so reduced the strength and spirits
of Harmer’s army, that he was happy in being permitted to
retreat unmolested, having totally failed in accomplishing
the objects of the expedition, and by obstinately persever-
ing in the ruinous plan of acting in detachments, having
thrown away the lives of more than half of his regular force.
"This abortive expedition served only to encourage the enemy
and to give additional rancor to their incursions.

Before detailing the important events which followed, how-~
ever, we shall pause for a few moments to dwell upon the
singular adventure of an individual who attended Harmer
in his expedition. ~ Jackson Jehonnet was born in Conneeti-
cutin May, 1774. THis father was a farmer, and managed,
upon a very small and by no means fertile farm, to bring up
a large family with credit and decency, Jackson,the eldest
son, at the age of sixteen, became desirous of engaging in
some business upon his own account, and as his father could
well spare hiﬁn.hm‘u[mn the farm, he took leave of his fam-
ily in thespring of 90, and embarked on board of a coasting

schooner for Boston.  Having arrived in this large city,and
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for the first time in his life, finding himself without friends,
money or employment of any kind, he began to entertain
some uncomfortable apprehensions of want. Afier wander-
ing through the streets for several days, with a very discon-
solate air, he was at length accosted by a dexterous recruit-
ing officer, who seeing him to be a perfect greenhorn, deter-
mined to enlist him if he could, Accosting him with great
frankness, he soon became acquainted with his real condi-
tion, end after some preliminary observations upon the gaie-
ty, recklessness, and happiness of a soldier’s life, he propos-
ed that he should enlist ing his,company, and march out to
the wesl, assuring him that if' he was active and diligent, he
would make an immense fortune in one year. Jackson
at first shrunk fromthe idea of “enlisting,” but his imagina-
tion became gradually heated at the glowing deseription of
the fertility. of the wesiern country, and the facility with

~——which land colild be-aequired 167 diy extent by a successtul

#oldier. He finally promised him a sergeant’s commission
on the spot,and held out to him the prospect of a lientenan-
cy in case of good behavior. Jackson at length yielded to
the eloquence of this modern Kite, and in a few days found
himself on the road to Pittsburgh, and highly charmed with
his martial appearance, when arrayed in the uniform of his
corps.. Embarking on board of a flat boat at Pittsburgh, he
descended the Ohio as far as fort Washington, (Cincinnati,)
where he found his regiment preparing to accompany Har-
mer. A few days after his arrival, the march commeneéed.
Here he, for the first time, awoke from the pleasant dream
in which he had indulged. He had thought that war wasa
succession of battles and triumphs, leading naturally to
wealth and glory, Splendid uniforms, gay music, waving
plumes, and showy parades, had floated in s endid confu-
sion before his fancy

, until the march commeneed. He niow
found that war was

made up of dreadful fatigue, constant
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exposure toall weather, hard words and harder blows from
nis superiors, and the whole crowned by the constant gnaw-
ings of hunger without the means of satisfying it

On the tenth day of their march, (having been promoted
to the rank of sergeant,) he was detached upon an cxploring
expedition, at the head of ten regular soldiers, Being all
equally ignoraut of Indian warfare, they were quickly de
coyed into an ambuscade, and made prisoners by a party of
Kickapoo Indians. Having been bound and secured in the
usual manner, they were driven before the captors like a
herd of bullocks, and with scarcely a morsel of food, were
forced to make the most exhausting marches in the dircetion
of the Kickapoo village. On the second day, George Ai-
kins, one of his companions, a native of Ireland, was unable
to endure his sufferings any longer, and sunk under his pack
in the middle of the path. They instantly scalped him as
he lay, and stripping him naked, pricked him with their
knives in the most sensitive parts of the body, until they had
aroused him to a consciousness of his situation, when they
tortured him to death in the usual manner. The march in-
stantly recommenced, and the wretched prisoners, faint and
famished as they were, were so shocked at the fate of their
companion, that they bore up for eight days under all their
sufferings. On the ninth, however, they reached a small
village, where crowds of' both sexes came out to meet them,
with shrieks and yells, which filled them with terror.  Here
they were compelled, as usual, to run the gauntlet, and as
they were much worn down by hunger and fatigue, four of
the party, viz: Durgee, Forsythe, Deloy, and Benton, all of
New England, were unable to reach the council house, but
fainted in the midst of the course. The hoysand squaws
instantly fell upon thew, and put them to death by torture.
Here they remained in close confinement, and upon very
scanty diet for several days,in the course of which the news
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of Harmer’s defeat arrived. Pilesof scalps, together with

ﬂ

o« biRE

14 canteens, sashes, military hats, &e. were brought into the
'I B village, and several white women and children were taken B9
il through the town on their way to the villages farther west.

| Il . At the same time, four more of his companions were led off

to the western villages, and:never heard of afterwards. Him-
& self and a corporal, named Sackville, were now theonly sur

vivers. They remained in close confinement two weeks |

AT L longer. Their rations were barely sufficient to sustain life,
1 : ‘:f and upon the receipt of any unpleasant intelligence, they
F it i) were taken out, whipped severely and compelled to run the
F:i i]' ' %1 gauntlet. ll
1 it _ At length, on the fourteenth night of their confinement,
' : they determined {o make an effort to escape. Sackville had
L concealed asharp penknife in a secret pocket, which the In- §
& e | ‘ !:_' dians had been unable to discover.  They were gnarded by §
RS four warriors and one old hag of seventy, whose temper was
: "I"l" as crooked as her person. The prisoners having been se-
Fag curely- bound, the warriors lay down about midnight fo
; ]J sleep, ordering the, old squaw to si‘L‘ up during the rest of the
HE f night. Their guns stood in the corner of the hut, and their
; tomahawks, as usual, were attached to their sides. = Their

_§_Tf, : hopes of escape were founded upon. the probability of elu-
ding the vigilance of the hag, cutling their cords,and either
it avoiding or destroying their guard. The snoring of the war

riors quickly announced them asleep, and the old squaw
a3 & ] hung in a drowsy attitude over the fire. Sackville cautious-

| ly cut his own cords, and after a few minutes delay, succee-
ded in performing the same office for Jackson. ~But their
work was scarcely begun yet. It was absolutely necessary
i that the old squaw should fall asleep, or be stlenced in some
' other way! before they could either leave the hut, or attack
the sleeping warriors. They

T
of

waited impatiently for the §
space of half an hour, but perceiving that although occasion |8
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ally dozing, she would rouse herself atshort intervals, and
regard them suspiciously, they exchanged looks" of intelli-
gence (being afraid even to whisper,) and prepared for the
decisive effort. Jackson suddenly sprung up as silently as
possible and grasping the old woman by the throat drewher
head back with violence, when Sackville, who had watched
his movements attentively, instantly eut her throat from ear
to car. A short gurgling moan was the only sound which
escaped her, asthe violence with which Jackson grasped
her throat, effectually prevented her speaking. The sleep-
ers were not awakened, although they appeared somewhat
disturbed at the noise, and the two adventurers, seizing each
a rifle, struck at the snme moment with such fury as to disa-
ble two of their enemies. . The other two instantly sprung
to their feet, but before they could draw their tomahawks or
oive the alarm, they were prostrated by the blows of the

1
1t thie

white men, who attacked them at the moment that they had
onined their feel. Their enemies, although stunned, were

i | PPINRLES R, . el ISt - PR
not vel dead P'hey drew their tomahawks fram then S1ues,

therefore, and striking each Indian repeatediy upon the head,

completed the work by piercing the heart of each with*his
own scalping knife. Selecting two rifles from the corner,
together with their usual appendages, and takine such pro-
yvisions as the hut afforded, they left the village as rapidly
as possible, and fervently invoking the protection of heaven,
cominitied themselves to the wilderness, -Neither of them
were good woodsmen, nor were either of them expert hun-
ers. Lhey attempted a southeastern course, however, as
nearly as they could ascertain it, but were much embazrassed
by the frequent recurrence of im

passable bogs, which com

peligd them to change their course, and greatly retarded
their progress. Knowing that the pursuit would be keen and
persevering, they resorted to every method of baffling theix
enemies, They waded down many streams, and occasion-
24
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ally surmounted rocky precipices, which, under other ejr
cumstances, nothing could have induced them to attempt,
Their sufferings from hunger were excessive, as they were
so indifferently skilled in hunting, as to be unable to kill a
sufficient quantity of game, although the woods abounded
with deer, beaverand buffalo.
On the fourth day, about 10 o’clock, A. M., they came to
a fine spring, where they halled and determined to prepare
their breakfast. Before kindling a fire, however, Sackville,
either upon some vague suspicion of the proximity of an ene-
my, or fromsome other cause, thought properto aseend anad-
joning hillock andreconnoitre the ground around the spring.
No measure was-ever more providential, Jackson present-
ly beheld him returning cautiously and silently to the spring,
and being satisfied from his manner that danger was at hand,
he held his rifle in readiness for action, at a moment’s way-
ning. Sackville presently rejoined him with a countenance
in which anxiety and resolution were strikingly blended.
Jackson eagerly enquired the cause of hisalarm. His com-
panion, ina low voice, replied that they were withinone hun-
dred yards of four Indian warriors, who were reposing upon
the bank of the littie rivulet on the other side of the hillock.
That they were about kindlinga fire in order to prepare their
breakfast, and that two white men lay bound hand and foot
within twenty feet of them. He added that they were eyi-
dently: prisoners, exposed to the same dreadful fate which
they had just escaped, and coneluded by declaring, that if
Jackson would stand by him faithfully, he was determined
lo rescue them or perish in the attempt. Jackson gave him
his hand and expressed his readiness to accompany him.
Sackyille then looked carefully to the priming of his gun,
leosened his knife in the sheath, and desired Jackson to fol-
low him, without making the slightest noise, They, accor-
dingly, moved ina stooping posture up a small and bushy
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Cir- ravine, which eonducted them to the top of the gentle hill,
pt. When near the summit, they threw themselves flat upon the
!Tri around, and cra}wied into a tlji'(:k t'TIUSteI’ of whortlebury
' bushes, from which they had a fair view of the enemy. The
led Indians had not changed their position, but one of the white
men was sitting up, and displayed the countenance of'a young

2o man, apparently about twenty five, pale, haggard and ex-
are hausted. Two Indians, with uplifted tomahawks, sat with-
le, in three feet of him. One lay atfull length upon the ground,
/| while the remaining one was in the act ' of lighting a fire.
- Sackville cocked his gun and in a low voice directed Jack-
1z t-. : son to fire at one of the guards who, from the quantity of beads
ULl and silver about his head, appeared to be a chief, while he
12 selected the other guard for a mark. Each presented at
d, @ the same moment, took a steady aim and fired. Both Indi-
- . ans fell—the chief shot dead, the other mortally wounded
ce : The other two Indians squatted in the grass like terrified
o, partridges, when the hawk hovers over them, and lay still
B and motionless. Sackville and Jackson reloaded their guns
n- as rapidly as possible, and shifted their positiona few paces
i in order to obtain a better view of the enemy. = In the mean
k. time, the two Indians cautiously elevated their heads above
ir the grass, and glanced rapidly aroundin order to observe
ot from what quarter the fatal shots were discharged. The
I~ thin wreaths of smoke which curled above the bushes where
h our adventurers lay, betrayed their hiding place to the ene-
it my.  Before they could take advantage of it, however, they
do | were ready to fire again, and this second volley proved fatal
I— to one of their enemies who lay without motion, but the oth-

. % er was only slightly wounded, and endeavored to reach the
g ' bushes upon the opposite side of the brodk.- Sackville and
I- Jackson now sprung to their feet and rushed upon him, but

the desperate savage shot Sackville through the heart as he
advanced, and flourished his fomahawk so menacingly at
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§ i ??' The savage seized this opportunity to grasp the two  rifles
H : belonging to the Indians who had been first killed, and Jack-
3t son in consequence was compelled to retreat to the friendly
I‘ shelter of the bushes, which he had too hastily abandoned.

At this insta:

Before they

es for protection. could reach them, however,
the Indian shot one dead, and fired his last gun atthe other,
but without effect. Jackson having reloaded acain fired upon
1 s 1 | P ’ .I .
their desperate enemy and wounded him in the neck from
which he could see the blood spouting in a stream.

i‘l'll:

Nothing
daunted, the Indian rapidly aded his
-f'||

without effect. T'he prisoner who had escaped, now Seiz-

g ed Sackyville’s gun and he and Johonnet having reloaded,

| onee.more left the -bushes and advanced upon the wounded
l!; | enemy. - The savage, although much exhausted from logsof
’:,' 3 blood, sat up at their approach and flourishing a tomahawh

in l,'a‘lr:ll hand seemed at least determined to die came,  Jo-
honnet was anxious totake him alive, but was prevented by

his companion who levelling his gnn as he advanced shot his

i
l‘f L
i. adversary through the head, and thus put anend to the eon-

¢
Q:'III' fliet. - It was a lfi‘--'-!:i“!'a'lf']} IL'{HI\ to the survivors,  Johon-

L"I}y‘ net had lost his callant comrade, and the rescued white man
'ﬁ; , had to lament the death of his fellow captive. The last
15 1t;"| Indian had certainly inflicted a heavy penalty upon his en-
{ 81 emies, and died amply revenged. 'The rescued prisoner
iy proved to be George Sexton, of \vnpun Rhode Island, a

b private in Harmer’s army

Fortunately for .?uhrmn(rt, his new comrade was an excel-
lent woodsman, and very readily informed his deliverer of
their present situation and of the proper course to steer. He
said that, in company with three others he had been taken
by aparty of Wabash Indians, in the neighborhood of fort

Jackson that he was compelled to pause and reload his gun.

it the tyvo prisoners haying burst the cords whicl,
confined them, sprung to their feet and ran towards the bush-

gun and again fired

i,
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Jefferson; that two of his comrades having sunk under their
sufferings, had been tomahawked and scalped upon the spot;
that himself and his dead companion, had been in hourly
expeetation of a similar fate; and concluded, with the war-
mest expressions of gratitude for the gallantry with which
he had been rescued. So lively, indeed, was his sense
of obligation, that he would not permit Jackson to carry his
own baggage, nor would he suffer him to watch more than
three hours in the twenty four. = On the following day, they
fortunately fell in with a small detachment from fort Jefter
son, by which they were safely conducted to the fort. Here
Jackson remained until summoned to attend St. Clair, in his
disastrous expedition against the same Miami villages where

he had lately suffered so much.
: 4%
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g | 11 CHAPTER XII.

o We now come to one of the heaviest disasters which oc-
curs in the annals of Indian warfare. The failure of Har-

r mer, made a deep impression upon the American nation,
o Lf and was followed by a loud demant for a greater force, un-
I der the command of a more experienced general. General |
: t: [ ArTHUR ST. Crarm was,at that time, Governor of the north |
o ‘I" western territory, and hada claim tothe command of such

' L forces as should be employed within his own limits. This
‘ gentleman had uniformily ranked high as an officer of cour-
age and patriotism, but had been more uniformly unfortunate
than any other officer in the American service. He had
commanded at Ticonderoga in the spring of 77, and had
conducted one of the mostdisastrous retreats whichoccur-
red during the revolutionary war. Notwithstanding his re-
peated misfortunes, he still commanded the respect of his
brother officers, and the undiminished confidence of Wasn-
mngron. He was now selected as the person most capable
of restoring the American atfairs in the North West, and was
placed at the head of a regular force, amounting to near fif-
teen hundred men, well furnished with artillery, and was em-
powered to call out such reinforcements of militia as might

1( 4 be necessary. Cincinnati, as usuval, was the place of ren- | 'f
Y dezvous. .
: In October, 1791, an army was asgembled at that place, |
‘el greatly superior, in numbers, officers and equipments, to any |
s wii? which had yet appeared in the west. The regular force was

composed of three complete regiments of infantry, twocom- |
paniesof artillery and one of cavalry. The militia who join-
ed himat fort Washington, amounted to upwards of six hua-
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dred men, most of whom had long been accustomed to Indi-
an warfare. The General commenced his march from Cin-
cinnati on the — of October, and following the route of Har-
mer, arrived at fort Jefferson without material loss, although
not without having sustained much inconvenience from scar-
city of provisions. The Kentucky rangers, amounting to
upwards of two hundred men, had encountered several small
parties of Indians, but no serious affair had as yet taken
place. Shortly afterleaving fort Jefferson, one of the mili-
tia regiments, with their usual regard to discipline, deter-
mined that it was inexpedient to proceed farther, and detach-
ing themselves from the main body, returned rapidly to the
fort on their way home. Thisilltimed mutiny, not only dis-
couraged the remainder, but compelled the General to de-
tach the first regiment in pursuit of them, if not to bring
them back, at least to prevent them from injuring the stores,
collected at the fort for the use of the army. With the re-
mainder of the troops, amounting in all to about twelve
hundred men, he continued his march to the great Miami
villages.

On the evening of the 3d of November, he encamped up-
on a very commanding piece of ground, upon the bank of the
river St. Mary’s, where he determined to throw up some
slight works for the purpose of protecting their knapsacks
and baggage, having to move upon the Miami villages, sup-
posed to be within twelve miles, as soon as the first regiment
should rejoin them., The remainder of the evening was
employed in concerting the plan of the proposed work with
Major Furguson of the engineers, and when the centries
were posted at night, every thing wasas quiet as could have
been desired. The troops were encamped in two lines,
with an interval of seventy yards between them, which was
all that the nature of the ground would permit. The bat-
talions of Majors Butler, Clarke and Patterson, composed the
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tront line, the whole under the orders of Major General But-
ler, an officer of high and merited reputation. The frontof
the line was covered by a creek, its right flank by the river,
and its lefl by a strong corps of infantry. The second line
was composed of the battalions of Majors Gaither and Be-
dinger, and the second regiment under the command of Lieut,
Col. Darke, 'This line, like the other, was secured upon one
flank by the river, and upon the other by the cavalry and
pickets.® The night passed away without alarm, The sen-
tinels were vigilant,f and the officers upon the alert.

A few hours before day, St. Clair caused the reveillie to
be beaten, and the troops to be paraded under arms, under
the expectation that-anattack would probably be mada. In
this situation, they continued until daylight, when they were
dismissed to their tents. Some were endeavoring to snatch
a few minute’s sleep, others were preparing for the expect-
ed march, when suddenly the report of a rifle was heard
from the militia a few hundred yards in front, whick was
quickly followed by a sharp irregular volley in the same di-
rection. 'The drums instantly beat to arms, the officers flew
in every direction, and in two minutesthe troops were form-
ed 1n order of battle. Presently the militia rushed into the
camp, in the utmost disorder, closely pursued by swarms of
Indians, who, in many places, were mingled with them, and
were cutting:them down with their tomahawlks. Major But-

ter’s battalion received the first shock, and was thrown into

«Fhe militia imounting to about two hundred and fifty men, were thrown
seross the creek ahout three humired yards in front of the first line, anda
amall detachment of regulars under the orders of Captain Slough, were
pushed still further inadvance in order 1o prevent the possibility of surprize.

fCGaptain Slough was alarmed {n the

course of the night by the appear-
aace of an unusual number of the

: enemy in hisfront and upon both flanks.
A shr)rl.mucI-lrf‘uruduyt]my had collected in such numbersas sarfously toa-
Bacm him, and induced him te fal] baek upon the militia, e instantly inform
el General Butler of the cireumstanee, but that officer, unl'urlurlulely-, slighted

the intelligénce and dld not deem it of sufficient importance, to inform the com-
smander inehief. :
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disorder by the tumultuous flight of the militia, who, in their
gagerness to escape, hore down every thing before them.
Here Maj. Gen.Butler had stationed himselfand here St. Clair
directed his attention, in order to. remedy the confusion
which began to spread rapidly through the whoele line.""Fhe
Indians pressed forward with great audacity, and- many of
them™ were mingled ‘with the treops, before their progress
could be checked,  Major General Butler was wounded at
the first fire, and before his wound could be dressed, an Indi-
an who had penetrated the ranks of the regiment, ran up to
the spot where he lay, and tomahawked him before his atten-
dants could interpose. The desperate savage was instantly
killed.” By great exertions, Butler’s battalion was restored
toorder, and the heavy and sustained fire of the first line
compelled the enemy to pause and shelter themselves. This
interval, however, endured but for a moment. An invisi-
ble but tremendous fire, quickly opened upon the whole front
of the encampment, which rapidly extended to the rear, and
encompassed thie troops on both sides. St. Clair, who at
that time, was worn down by a fever, and unable to mount
his horse, nevertheless, as is universally admitted,: exerted
himself witha courage and presence of mind worthy of a
better fate. He instantly directed his litter to the right of
the rear line, where the great weight of" fire fell,-and where
the slaughter, particularly of the officers, was' terrible.
Here Darke commanded, an officer who had been trained to
hard service, during the revolutionary war, and who was
now gallantly exerting himself to check the consternation:
which was evidently beginning to prevail.. St. Clair order-
ed him to make a rapid charge with the bayonet, and rouse
the enemy from their covert. The order was instautly obey-
ed,and, at first, apparently with great cffeet. Swarms of
dusky bodies arose from the high grass, and fled before the
regiment with every mark of consternation, but as the troops

U
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were unable toovertake them, they quickly recovered their
courage,and kept up so fatal a retreating fire, that the ex-
hausted regulars were compelled, in their turn, to give way.
This charge, however, relieved that particular point for
some time; but the weight of the fire was transferred to the
centre -of the first line, where it threatened to annihilate ev-
ery thing withinitsrange. There, in turn, the unfortunate
General was borne by his attendants, and ordered a second
appeal to the bayonet. This second charge was made with
the same impetuosity as atfirst, and with the same momen-
tary success. Buttheattatk was instantly shifted to anoth-
erpoint, where the same charge was made and the same re-
sult followed., The Indians would retire before them, still
keeping up a most fatal fire, and the continentals were uni-
formly corpelled to retire in turn.  St. Clair brought up the
artillery in order to sweep the bushes with grape, butthe
horses and artillerymen were destroyed by the terrible fire
of the enemy, before’ any effect could be produced. They
were instantly manned afresh from the infantry, and again
swept of defenders.

The slaughter had now become prodigions. TFour fifths
of the officers and one halfof the men were either killed or
wounded. The ground was eovered with bodies, and the
little ravine which led tothe riverwas running with blood,
The fire of the enemy had not in the least slackened, and
the troops were falling in heaps before it in every part of the
camp. To have attempted to have maintained his position
longer, could only have lead to the fotal destruction of Fis
force, without the possibility of annoyingthe enemy, who
never showed themselves, unless when charged, and whose
numbers (to judge from the weight and extent of the fire,)
must have at least doubled his own. The men were evi-
dently much disheartened, but the officers, who were chiefly
veterans of the revolution, still maintained a firm counte-

-
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nance, and exerted themselves with unavailing' heroism to
the last.. Under these circumstances, St. Clair determined
tosave the lives of the survivors if possibles and for that
ptirpose collected the remnants of several battalions inte one
corps, at the head of® which he ordered Lieut. Col. Darke ‘to
make an impetuous charge upon the enemy, in order o open
a passage for the remainder of the army. Darke executed
his orders with great spirit, and drove the Indians before him

to the distance of a quarter of a mile. - The remainder of

the army instantly rushed through the opening, in order to
gain the road. Major Clarke, with the remnant of his bat-
talion, bringing up the rear, and endeavoring to keep the In-
dians in check.*

The retreat soon degenerated into a total rout. Officers,
who strove to arrest the panic, only sacrificed themselves,
Clarke, the leader of the rear guard, soon fell in this dan-
gerous service, and his corps were totally disorganized. Of
ficers and soldiers were now mingled without the slightest

k]

regard to discipline, and “devil take the hindmost,” was the
order of the day. The pursuit, at first, was keen; but the
temptation afforded by the plunderof the'camp, soon brought
them back, and the wearied, wounded, and disheartened fu-
gitives, were permitted to retire from the field unmolested.
The rout continued as far as fort Jefferson, twenty nine miles
from the scene of action. The action lasted more than three
hours, during the -whole of which time, the fire was heavy
and incessant.

The loss, in proportion to the number engaged, was enor-
mous, and is unparalleled, except in the affair of Braddock,
Sixty eight officers were killed upon the spot, and twenty
eight wounded.  Out of nine hundred privates who went in-

+General St. Clair’s horses were killed-as wellas those of his aids. He was

placed by a few friends upon an exhausted pack horee that could not be prick-
ed out of a walk, and in this condition follotwed in the rear of the troope.
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to action, five hundred and fifty were left dead upon the field,
and many of the survivors were wounded. Gen. St Clair
was untouched, although eight balls passed through his hat
and clothes, ard several horses were killed under him. The
Indian loss was reported by themselves at fifty eight killed
and wounded, which was probably not underrated, as they
were never visible after the first attack, until charged with
thebayonet,  They also rated their own force at from three
to four thousand, nearly the whole force of the north western
tribes having been assembled.  They were probably at least
double the force oppesed to them, as, ina very few minutes
after the first fire,  the whole camp was surrounded and
swept bya fire which the oldest officershad never seen equal-
led in weight and duration. At fort Jeflerson, the fugitives
were joined by the first regiment, who, as noticed above, had
been detached in pursuit of the deserters. Here a council
of warwas called, which terminated in the unanimous opio-
ion, that the junction of the first regiment did not justify an
attempt upon the enemy in the present condition of affairs
and that the army should return to fort Washington without
delay. 'This was accordingly done, and thus clesed the se-
cond campaign against the Indiaas,

The unfortunate General was, as usual, assailed from one
end of the coun ry to the other, but 11;1!'1ir'.11,|,:1r}}; in Kentuc-

ky, with.one loud and merciless outery: of abuse,and even

¢
detestation. = £ ni . life, (and they were

many and bitter,) were brought up in array against him.

He was I'{"."Ii'f.fi'l('[]‘.'f.i with cow :Il"],if'.“:, treason, i ‘:.'(.'iiil‘.r'-, and
adisposition to prolong the war, in order to preserve that au-
thority which it gave him. He was charged with sacrificing
the lives of his men and the interests of his country, to his
own private ambition. Men, who had never fired a rifle,
and never beheld an Indian, criticised severely the plan of
his encampment and the order of his battle; and, in short,
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all the bitter ingredients which compose the cup of the un-
succesfal general, were drained to the dregs.

It seems to be a universal, and probably a correct rule,
that, as the general reaps all the glory of success, so, in
like manner, he should sustain all the disgrace of defeat. A
victorious general, whether by a lucky blunder or otherwise,
i1s distinguished for life—and an unfortunate one degraded.
No charge in the one case, or excuse in the other,1s listened
to for a moment. Victory hides every blemish, and misfor-
tune obscures every virtue, This isthe popular rule for es-
timating the merits of a leader, which, for a time, might ele-
vate a noisy Cleon to the level of an Alexander. But the
historian decides otherwise. Let us look at the unfortunate
St. Clair’s conduct, and see if it deserves the furious and un-
bounded censure which has been heaped upon it. Itis ac-
knowledged, that although attacked suddenly, (all Indian at-
tacks are sudden,) he was not surprized. IHis troops were
encamped in order of battle, and formed in © moment. He
cannot be charged with remissness, for he had arrayed them
in order of battle three hours before daylicht, and they had
just been dismissed, when the attack commenced. Tecan
not be charged with incompetency during the action,
for all his measures, if allowance be made for the circum.

stances attending it, were bold, judicious and military.*
He did not suffer hisnen to be shot down in their ranks, as in
Braddock’s case, but made repeated, desperate and successful
charges against the enemy, which nothing but their overwhel-

ming superiority of numbers prevented from being decisive.
The troops, in general, behaved with firmness, the officers
were the flower of the old continental army, and not a man
deserted his colours, until the order was given toretreat. In
one word, the general’s crime was that, with nine hundred re-
gulars and two hundred and fifty militia, he was unable, in
sSee Appendix B.
25
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a thick wood and an unknown country, to overcome between
three and four thousand Indians, selecting their own time
and mode of attack, and led on by the most renowned chief
of the northwestern tribes, which posterity wili bring against
General St. Clair. The charge of cowardice is unwor-
thy of an answer. It could only be brought by a blind
and ignorant populace, stung with rage as they ever are, at
defeat, and pouring upon their unhappy viclim, every re-
proach which rage, ignorance and the malice of interasted
demagogues may suggest. It may be observed, that St.
Clair always stood high in the opinion of Washington. not-
withstanding his repeated misfortunes, and that in his last
battle, although worn down by a cruel disease, he exposed
his person in every part of the action, delivered his orders
with coolness and judgment, and was one of the last whoar-
rivedat fortJefferson in the retreat. His whole life after-
wards was one long and wasting struggle with poverty, re-
proach and misfortune. When demanding a compensation
to which he considered himself entitled, before the Congress
of the United States, a demand to which he had been com-
pelled by the stern pressure of want, old age and decrepi-
tude, he was stigmatized by a member of that body asa
“pauper!” and his claim rejected! Rejected on that same
floor where a princely present was bestowed on Lafayette,
for services of the same kind which were refused to be ack-
nowledged in the case of the unhappy and really indigen;
St, Clair, In the one case, their generosity would resound
through the world, and gratify national pride. - In the other,
it would only have been an sct of obscure justice!" The off-
eial letter of St. Clair, atonce temperate, mournful and dig-
nified, is subjoined in the appendix.

It vemains only to mention such private
have been enabled to collect. The late W

incidents aswe
1LuiaM KENNAN, of

Fleming County, at that time a young man of eighteen, was
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attached to the corps of rangers who acecompanied the regular
force. He had long been remarkable for strength and activ-
ity. In the course of the march from fort Washington, he
had repeated opportunities of testing his astonishing powers
in that respect,and was universally admitted to be the swif
test runner of the light corps. On the evening preceding the
action, his corps had been advanced, as already observed, a
few hundred yards in front of the first line of infantry, in or-
der to give seasonable notice of the enemy’s approach, Just
as day was dawning, he observed about thirty Indians within
one hundred yards of the guard fire, advancing cautiously
towards the spot where he stood, together with about twenty
rangers, the rest being considerably in the rear, Supposing
it to be a mere scouting party, as usual, and not superior in
number to the rangers, he sprung forward a few paces in or-
der to shelter himself in a spot of peculiarly rank grass, and
firing with a quick aim upen the foremost Indian, he instant-
ly fell flat upon his face, and proceeded with all possible ra-
pidity to reload his gun, not doubting {or a moment, but that
the rangers would maintain their position, and support him,
The Indians, however, rushed forward in suech overwhel-
ming masses, that the rangers were compelled to fly with
precipitation, leaving young Kennan in total ignorance of
his danger. Fortunately, the Captain of his company had
observed him when he threw himself in the grass,and sud-
denly shouted aloud, “Run Kennan!or you are a dead man *?
He instantly sprung to his feet, and beheld Indians within
ten feet of him, while his company was already more than
one hundred yards in front. Nota moment was to be lost.
He darted off with every muscle strained to its utmost, and
was pursued by a dozen of the enemy with loud yells. He
at first pressed straight forward to the usual fording place in
the ereek, which ran between the rangers and the main ar-
my, but several Indians who had passed him before he arose
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from the grass, threw themselves in the way, and complete-
ly cut him off from the rest. By the most powerful exertions,
he had thrown the whole body of pursuers behind him, with
the exception of one young chief, (probably Messhawa,) who
displayed a swiftness and perseverance equal to hisown. In
the circuit which IKennan was obliged to take, the race con-
tinued for more than four hundred yards. - The distance be
tween them was about eighteen feet, which Kennan could not
increase nor his adversary ditninish.  Each, for the time, put
his whole soul into the race. Iennan, as far as he was a-
ble, kept his eye upon the motions of his pursuer, lest he
should throw the tomahawk, which he held aloft in a mena-
cing attitude, and at length, finding that no-other Indian was
immediately at hand, he determined to try the mettle of his
pursuer in a different manner, and felt for his tomahawk in
order to turn at bay. It had escaped from its sheath, how-
ever, while he lay in the grass, and his hair had almost lift-
ed the cap from his head, when he saw himself totally dis-
armed. As he bad slackened his pace for a moment the In-
dian was almost in reach of him, when he recommenced the
race, but the idea of being without arms, lent wings to his
flight, and for the first time, he saw himself gaining ground.
He had watched the motions of his pursuer too closely, how-
ever, to pay proper attention to the nature of the ground be-
fore him, and he suddenly found himself in front of a large
tree which had been blown down, and upon which brush and
other nnpediments lay to the height of eight or nine feet.
The Indian (who herctofore had not uttered the slightest
sound) now gave a short quick yell, as if secure of his vie-
tim. Kennan had not a moment to deliberate. He must
clear the impediment ata leap or perish, Putting his whole
soul into the effort, he bounded into the air with a power
which astonished himself, and clearing limbs, brush and ev-
ery thing else, alighted in perfect safety upon the other side,
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A Toud yell of astonishment burst from the band of pursuers,
riot one of whom had the hardihood to attempt the same feat.
Kennan, as may be readily imagmed, had noleisure toen-
joy his triumph, but dashing into ihe bed of the'ereek (apon
the banks of which his feat had been performed) where the
high banks would shield him from the fire of the enemy, he
ran up the stream until a convenient place offered for cros-
sing, and rejoined the rangers in the rear of the encamp-
ment, panting from the fatigue of exertions which have sel-
dom been sarpassed. No breathing time was allowed him,
however. - The atlackinstantly commenced, and as we have
already observed, was maintained for three hours, with una-
bated fury.

When the refreat commenced, Kennan was aftached to
Major Clarke’s battalion, and bad the dangerous service of
protecting the rear. This corps quickly lost its commander,
1

and was completely disorganized. I ennan was among the

hindmost when the flight commenced, but exerting those
same powers which had saved him in the morning, he quick-
ly gained the front, passing several horsemen in the flight
i[t’,‘.l.’{: he behield a private in his own company, an intimate
acquaintance, lying upon the ground, with his thigh breken,
and in tones of the most piercing distress, implored each
horseman who hurried by to take him up' behind him. As
soon as he beheld Kennan coming up on foot, he stretched
out his arms, and called aloud upon him to save him. “ Not-
withstanding the imminent peril of the moment, his friend
could not reject so passionate an appeal, but seizing him n
his arms, he placed him upon his back, and ran in that man-
ner for several hundred yards. Horseman after horseman
passed them, all of whom refused to relieve him of his bur-
den. At length the enemy was gaining upon him so fast,
that Keénnan saw their death certain, unless he relinquished
his burden. He accordingly told bis friend, that he had us-
2%
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ed every possible exertion to save his life, but in vain—that
he must relax his hold around his neck or they would both
perish. The unhappy wretch, heedless of every remon-
strance, still clung convulsively to his back, and impeded his:
exertions until the foremost of the enemy (armed with tom-
ahawks alone,) were within twenty yards of them. Ken-
nan then drew his knife from its sheath and cut the fingers of
his companion, thus compelling him to relinquish his hold.
The unhappy man rolled upon the ground in utter helpless-
ness, and Kennan beheld him tomahawked before he had
gone thirty yards. Relieved from his burden, he darted for-
ward with an activity which once more brought him to the
van. Here again he was compelled to neglect his own safe-
ty, in order to attend to that ef others. The late Governor
Madison, of Kentucky, who afterwards commanded the corps
which defended themselves so honorably at Raisin, a man
who united the most amiable temper to the most uncenquer-
able courage, was at that time a subaltern in St. Clair’s ar-
my, and being a man of infirm constitution, was totally ex-
hausted by the exertions of the morning, and was now sit-
ting down calmly upon a log, awaiting the approach of his
enemies. Xennan hastily accosted him, andenquired the
cause of his delay. Madison, pointing to a wound which
had bled profusely, replied that he was unable to wall fur-
ther and had no horse. Kennan instantly ranback toa spot
where he had seen an exhausted horse grazing, caught him
without difficulty, and having assisted Madison to mount,
walked by his side until they were out of danger. Fortu-
nately, the pursuit soon ceased, as the plunder of the camp

presented irresistible attractions to the enemy. The friend-
ship thus formed between these two young men, endured
without interruption through life, Mr, Kennan never en-
tirely recovered from the immense exertions which he was
compelled to make during this unfortunate expedition. He
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sottled in Fleming County, and continued for maay years a
leading member of the Baptist Church. He died in 1827,

A party of Chickasaws were on their march fo join St.
Clair, but did not arrive in time to share in the action. One
warrior of that nation,alone, was present,and displayed the
most admirable address and activity, He positively refused
to stand in the ranks with the soldiers, declaring that the
“Shawanees would shoot him down like a wild pigeon;”
but took refuge behind a log, a few yards in front of Butler’s
battalion, and discharged his rifle eleven timesat the ene-
my with unerring accuracy. He could not be pursuaded,
however, to forego the pleasure of scalping each Indian as
he fell, and in performing this agreeable office he at length
was shot down by the enemy and scalped in turn.

The leader of the Indian army in this bloody engagement,
was a chief the Missassago tribe, known by the name of
“Little Turtle.” Notwithstanding his name, he wasat least
six feet high, strong, muscular and remarkably dignified in
his appearance. He was forty years of age, had seen much
service, and had accompanied Burgoyne in his disastrous in-
vasion. His aspect was harsh, sour and forbidding, and his
person during the action, was arrayed in the very extremity
of Indian foppery, having at least twenty dollars worth of
silver depending from his nose and ears. The plan of at-

tack was conceived by him alone, in opposition to the opin--

ion of almost every other chief. Notwithstandiog his abili-
ty, however, he was said to have been unpopular among the
Indians, probably in consequence of those very abililies.
Many veteran officers, of inferior rank, who had served
with distinction throughout the revolutionary war, were des-
tined to perish in this unhappy ‘action. Among them was
the gallant and unrewarded Captain Kirkwood, of the old
Delaware line, so often and so honorably mentioned in Lee’s
Memoirs. The State of Delaware having had but one re-
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giment on continental establishment, and that regiment ha-
ving been reduced to a company at Camden, it was impos-
sible for Kirkwood to be promoted without a violation of the
ordinary rules, by which commissions wére regulated. e
accordingly, had the mortification of beholding junior offi-
cers daily mounting above him in the scale of rank, while
he himself, however meritorious, was compelled fo remain
in his present condition, on accounfof the small force which
his native state could bring into the field. Notwithstandiug
this constant source of mortification, he fought with distin-
guished gallantry, throughout the war, and was personally
engaged in the battles of Camden, Guilford, Hobkirks, Nine

ty-six and Eutaw, the hottest and bloodiest which occurred
during the revolution. At the peace of 83, he returned with
a broken fortune, but a high reputation for courage, honor
and probity, and upon the re-appearance of war in the north
west, he hastened.once more tothe scene of action,and sub-
mitted, without reluctance, to the command of officers who
had been bovs while he was fighting: those severe battles
i the south.  He fellin a brave attempt to repel the enemy
with the bayonet, and thus closed a career as honorable as i
was unrewarded.

Lieutenant Col. Darke’s escape, was almost miraculous.
Possessed of a tall, striking figure, in full uniform, and su-
perbly mounted, he headed three desperate charges against
the enemy, in each of which he was a conspicuous mark.
His clothes were cut in many places, but he escaped with on-
ly-aslight flesh wound. In the last charge, Ensign Wilson,
ayouth of seventeen, was shot through the heart, and fell a
few paces inthe rear of the regiment, which was then rath-
erxapidly returning to their original position. An Indian,
attracted by his rich uniform, sprung up from the grass, and
rushed forward to scalp him. Darke, who was at that time
it the rear of hisregiment, suddenly faced about, dashed at
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the Indian on horseback, and cleft his skull with his broad
sword, drawing upon himself by the act, a rapid discharge
of more than a dozen rifles. He rejoined his regiment, how-
ever, in safety, being compelled to leave the body of young
Wilson to the enemy.  On the evening of the 8th of Novem-
ber, the broken remains of the army arrived at fort Washing-
ton, and were placed in winter quarters.

A few days after St. Clair’s defeat, General Scott, who
immediately upon receiving intelligence of that disaster,
had raised a corps of mounted volunteers with orders to re-
connoitre and report the condition of the enemy. They, ae-
cordingly, approached the battle ground with all possible se-
crecy, and beheld it accupied by several hundred of the en-
emy, in all the triumph of success. Many of them were
drunk and incapable of either flight or resistance, others
were riding the bullocks with their faces turned to the tail,
and all were in high glee. Hastily returning, they informed
Scott of the condition of the enemy, who lost no time in avail-
ing himself of the opportunity. Byarapid forced mareh,
he broughta considerable body of mounted men within reach
of their camp, and hastily dividing them into three bodies,
he fell suddenly upon the enemy, who were totally unpre-
pared, and routed them with great slaughter., More than
two hundred of the enemy were left dead upon the field, and
many of the fugitives were wounded. All the artillery and
baggage which yet remained upon the field were recovered,
together with more than six hundred muskets, many of which
had been scattered through the woods by their frightened
owners. This was certainly the handsomest affair which
graced the war, and does great honor to the courage and
military abilities of Scott. It was of incalculable service
to the west, in dispelling the gloom occasioned by the mis-
fortune of St. Clair,and by the powerof contrast, threw a
darkershade of disgrace over thatunfortunate General’s mis-
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carriage. Thus closed the second offensive campaign a-

gainst the north western tribes, convincing the federal gov-
ernment, that their enemies were much more numerous and
determined, than was at first apprehended,
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CHAPTER XIII.

Amidst the almost universal clamor which arose upon the
defeat of the unfortunate St. Clair, General Washington him-
self did not entirely escape censure. The appointment of
an old, infirm, and above all, an unlucky General to a com-
mand, which above all other qualities, required activity,
promptitude, and the power of sustaining great fatigue, was
reprobated in no measured terms. Public opinion imperi-
ously demanded a better selection for the third offensive cams
paign, and St. Clair was necessarily superceded. The cheice
of a proper successor became the theme of general discus-
sion and wasa matter of no small difficulty. The command
was eagerly sought by many officers of the revolution, a-
mong whom the most prominent were General Wayne, of
Pennsylvania, and the late General Henry Lee, of Virginia,
the celebrated commandant of the Partizan legion during
the war of Independence. The peculiar fitness of Lee for
a command of that kind, seems to have impressed itself
strongly upon the mind of Washington, and there is a letter
extant, which shows, that nothing but the discontent, which
the appointment of so young an officer, would naturally have
excited in the minds of those who had held a rank above
him in the former war, could have prevented his being the
successor of St. Clair. This objection did not apply to
Wayne, and as he had repeatedly proved himself a hold, ae-
tive, and energetic commander, his appointment was unac-
ceptable to those only whose claims had been rejected—a
description of men very difficult to be pleased. Wayne had
enfered the army, as Colonel ofa. regiment in the Pennsylva-
aia line, and first attracted notice in the Canadian expedi-
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tion. He there displayed so keen a relish for battle upon
all occasions, and upon any terms, exposed his own life as
well as those of his men with such recklessness. and
was 1In the habit of swearing so hard in the heat of battle,
that he soon obtained, among the common soldiers, the nick-
name of “Mad Anthony.” He never enjoyeda high reputa
tion as an officer of prudence, science, and combination, and
on one occasion, particularly, was surprized by the celebra-
ted English partizan, Grey, and routed with a slaughter
scarcely inferior to that of St. Clair. As an executive offi-
cer, however, he was incomparable. He seemed to be of
opinion, that the whole science of war consisted in giving
and taking hard blows; and we have heard from one who ser-
ved under him many years, that his favorite word of com-
mand was “Charge the d—d rascals with the bayonet.”
Whenever (as at Stony Point,) a bold, brisk onset was all
that was required, no better General than Wayne could pos-

sibly be selected, but on other occasions, his keen appetite
for action was apt to hurry him into an imprudent exposure
of his troops.  In Virginia, he once narrowly escaped total
destruction, by pressing too eagerly upon Lord Cornwallis,
who afterwards repeatedly affirmed, that one half hour more
of daylight would have sufficed for the destruction of his
rash but gallant enemy, and afterwards in the Carolinas, his

quarters were broken up, and his whole camp thrown'into
confusion by a small party of Creek Indians, who fell upon
him as unexpectedly as if they had risen from the earth.
Several severe losses, however, which he received in the
course of his career, had taught him to temper his courage
with a moderate degree of caution, and as he was remark-
ably popular among the common soldiers, (who are better
judges of the ordinary quality of courage than the higher
military talents,) he was supposed to be peculiarly qualified
for re-animating the cowering spirits of the troops ~ There
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was an interval of more than a year between the defeat of
St. Clair,and the appointment of his successor, Wayne
lost no time in proceeding to the head quarters of the wes-
ternarmy, and arrived at fort Washington in the spring of
’93. Reinforcements of regular troops were constantly ar=
riving, and in addition to the usual complement of cavalry
and artillery, a strong legionary corps was raised upon con-
tinental establishment, and placed under his command. In
addition to this, he was authorized to call upon the Govern-
or of Kentucky (Shelby,) for as many mounted militia as
might be necessary. It was so late in the season, however,
before all the various forces could be collected, and allthe
necessary supplies procured, that he judged it prudent to de-
fer any offensive movement until the spring. The mounted
volunteers' were accordingly dismissed with some flattering
encomiums upon their zeal and readiness, while the reg-
ular forces were placed in winter quarters. The volunteers
returned to Kentucky with a high idea of the efficiency of
the regular force under Wayne, and sanguine expectations of
a favorable result. The rapid succession of disasters which
had heretofore attended the operations of regulars in con-
junction with militia, had created a strong disgust to that spe-
cies of force, and it was with difficulty thata sufficient num-
ber of mounted men could be procured for co-operation. But
after witnessing the order, diligence and energy which char-
acterized Wayne’s conduct as an officer, and the indefatiga-
ble labor with which he drilled his troops into a ready per-
formance of the necessary movements, this disrelish to a co-
operation with regulars completely vanished, and on the fol-
lowing spring, the volunteers proffered their services with
oreat alacrity.

During the winter, Wayne remained at a fort which he
had built upon & western fork of the little Miami, and to
which he had given the name of Greenville. By detach-

26




T = o e

302 SKETCHES OF

ments from the regular troops, he was enabled to sweep the
country lying between him and the Miami villages, and ha-
ving taken possession of the ground upon which St. Clair
was defeated, he erected a small fort upon it, to which he
save the name of Recovery. His orders were positive, to
endeavor, if possible, to procure peace upon reasonable
terms, without resorting to force, and he accordingly opened
several conferences with the hostile tribes during the winter.
Many of their chiefs visited him in his camp, and examined
his troops, artillery and equipments with great attention,and
from time to time made ample professions of a- dispiosition to
bury the hatchet; but nothing definite could be drawn from
them, and from the known partiality of Wayne tothe decis-
ion of the sword, could it be supposed that he pressed the
overtures with much eagerness. Asthe spring approached,
the visits of the Indians became more rare, and their profes-
sions of friendship waxed fainter.. Indfebruary, they threw
aside the mask at once, and made a bold effort to carry the
distant out post at fort Recovery by a coup de main. In
this, however, they were frustrated by the vigilance and
energy of the garrison, and finding that Wayne was neither
to be surprized nor deceived, they employed themselves
in collecting their utmoststrength, with a  determination to
abide the brunt of battle.

In the spring, the General called upon the Goyernor of
Kentucky for a detachment of mounted men, who repaired
with great alacrity to his standard, in two brigades under
Todd and Barbee, the whole commanded by Major General
Scott, amounting to more than fifteen- hundred men, accus-
tomed to Indian warfare.,  The regular force including cav-
alryand artillery, amounted to about two thousand, so that
the General found himself at the head of three thousand
men, well provided with every thing, in high spirits and ea-
ger for battle. = The Indian force did not exceed two thou-
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sand, and was known to have assembled in the neighborhood
of the British fort at the rapids of the Miami.

It was late in July, before Wayne was ready to march
from Greenville, and from the nature of the countryas well
as the necessity of guarding against surprize, his progress
was very leisurely. On the 19th of August, when with-

in a day’s march of the enemy’s position, the determined
to send a messenger, charged with the last offer of peace
and friendship, which he intended to make. For thisdan-
gerous, and apparently useless office, he selected a private
volunteer, named Miller, who had formerly been taken by
the Indians, and lived for many years upon the banks of the
Miami. Miller, however, appeared to value his own neck
much more highly than the General did, as he stoutly re-
monstrated against the duty, declaring that it would be use-
less to the army, as well as destructive to himself. He de-
clared, confidently, that the Indians, from many undoubted
signs, were resolutely bent upon battle, and would listen to
nothing of which he might be the bearer. He added that,
he knew them of old, and was satisfied that they would roast
him alive, without an instant’s hesitation, in defiance of his
white flag, and sacred character of ambassador. Wayne,
however, was not to be diverted from his  purpose. He as-
sured Miller that he would hold eight or ten Indians then in
his camp, as hostages for his safe return, and if the enemy
roasted him, he swore that a noble hecatomb should be offer-
ed to his manes, as he would compel all his prisoners to ‘un-
dergo the same fate; but coneluded with an assurance that
the Indians, when informed of his determination, would dis-
miss him in perfect safety, for a regard fo the lives of their
friends. Reluctantly, and with many dark prophecies of
the fate which awaited him, he at length consented to go up-
on the mission, and having taken leaye of his friends, he set

off ata rapid pace for the Indian ecamp., When within view



304 SKETCHLS OF

of it, he hoisted a white flag upon a pele and marched boldly
forward, knowing that in this, as in most other cases, the
boldest is the safest course. Assoon as they beheld him ap-
proaching, they ran out to meet him with loud yells, bran-
dishing ther tomahawks, and erying. out in their own lan-
guage “Kill the runaway!”  Miller, who well understood
their language, instantly addressed them with great earnest-
ness, and in a few words made known the cause of his visit,
and the “guarantee which Wayne held for his safe return.
To the first part of the intelligence they listened with su-
preme contempt. A long conference ensued, in which many
chiefs spoke, but nothing could be determined upon.

On the next day, Miller was ordered to return to Wayne,
with some evasive message, intending to amuse: him, until
they could devise some means of recovering their friends,
He, accordingly, left them with great readiness, and was re-
turning with all possible despatch, when he met the General
in full march upon the enemy, having become tired of wait-
ing for the returp of his messenger. Wayne’s object in sen-
ding Miller, is difficult to be conjectured. The Indians had
constantly refused to come to any terms. They had sent
away their women, and given every indication of a disposi-
tion to fight, and were in possession of ground which would
give them immense advantages against the regulars. He
could scarcely suppose that a treaty could be effeeted, nor
with the prospect of battle before him, which to him, pre-
sented all the attractions of a ball toa dandy ora dinner to
an epicure, isit to be supposed that he could have beenvery
desirous of such anevent. The ground was well known to
many individualsin the army, and Miller’s report could have
added but little to the knowledge already existing, to say no-
thing of the strong probability, that he might never return
from'a duty soperilous! The truth is, the old General val-
ved the life of a soldier at an exceedingly low rate,and:
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thought thateven if the mission brought no advantage, it was
attended with no other danger, than the chanee of death to
_ a single soldier, which did not deserve a moment’s thought.

The General received the report of Miller withoutdelay-
ing his march for a moment, whichwas continued in'order of
battle, until he arrived within view of the enemy.  'Fhe re-
gular force formed the centre column, one brigade of moun-
ted volunteers moved upon the left nnder Gen. Barbee, the
other brought up the rear under Brigadier Todd. 'T'he right
flank was covered by the river, and Major Price,.avith a se-
lected corps of mounted volunteers, was advanced about five
milesin front, with ordersto feel the enemy’s position, and
then fall back upon the main body. About noon, the ad-
vanced corps received so heavy a fire from: a concealed en-
emy, as lo compel it to retire with precipitation. The heads
of the columns quickly reachea the hostile ground, and had
a view of the enemy. The ground for miles was covered
with a thick growth of timber, which rendered the operation
of cavalry extremely difficult. The Indians occupied a thick
wood in front, where an immense number of trees had been
blown down by a hurricane, the  branches” of which™ were
interlocked in such a mauner as greatly to tmpede the exer-
tions of the regulars, The enemy ‘were formed 1n three

parallel lines, at right ‘angles to the river, and displayeda

{front of more than twomiles. “Wayne rode forward to re--
connoitre their positions, and perceiving from the weight
and extent of the fire, that they were in full force,.he instant-
ly made dispositions for the attack, 'The whole of the moun-
ted volunteers were ordered to make a circuit, for the pur-
pose of turning the right flank of the Indians—the cavalry
were ordered to move up under cover of the riverbank, and
if possible, turn their left, while the regular nfantry werc
formed in a thick wood in front of the “Fallen timber,” with
orders, as soon as the signal was given, to rush forward at

26*
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full speed, without firing a shot, arousing the enemy frons
their covert at the point of the bayonet, and then to deliver
a close fire upon their backs, pressing them so closely as not
to permit them to reload their guns. All these orders were
executed with precision. The mounted volunteers moved
off rapidly to oceupy the designated ground, while the first
line of infantry, was formed under the eye of the comman-
der for the perilous charge in front.

As soon as time had been given for the arrival of the sev-
eral eorps, upon their respective points, the order was given
to advance, and the infantry, rushing through a tremendous
fire of rifles, and overleaping every impediment, hastened to
close with their concealed enemy, and maintain the struggle
on equal terms. Although their loss, in this desperate charge,

was by no means inconsiderable, yet the effect was decisive.
The enemy rose and fled before them more than two miles,
with considerable loss, as, owing to the orders of Wayne, they

were nearly as much exposed as the regulars. Such was
the rapidity of the advance, and the precipitation of the re-
treat, that enly a small partof the volunteers could get up in
time to share in the action, although there can be no ques.
tion that their presence, and threatening movement, contri-
buted equally with the impetuous charge of the infantry, to
the successof the day. The broken remains of the Indian
army were pursued under the guns of the British fort, and
s0 keen was the ardor of Wayne’s men, and so strong their
resentment against the Englisk, that it was with the utmost
difficulty, they could be restrained from storming it upon the
spot. As it was, many of the Kentucky troops advanced
within gunshot, and insulted the garrison witha select vol-
ley of ocaths and epithets, which must have given the British
commandant a high idea of backwoods gentility. He in-
stantly wrote an indignant letter to General Wayne, com-
plaining of the outrage, and demanding by what authority he
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trespassed upon the sacred precincts of a British garrison?
Now, “Mad Anthony” was the last man in the world tobe
dragooned into politeness, and he replied in terms but little
short of those employed by the Kentuckians, and satisfacto-
rily informed Captain Campbell, the British commandant,
that his only chance of safety was silence and civility. Af-
ter some sharp messages on hoth sides, the war of the pen
ceased, and the destruction of property began. Houses,
stores, cornfields, orchards, were soon wrapped in flames or
levelled with the earth. The dwelling house and store of
Col. McKee, the Indian Agent, shared the fate of the rest.
All this was performed before the face of Captain Campbell,
who was compelled to look on in silence, and without any
effort to prevent it. There remains not the least question
now that the Indians were not only encouraged in their acts
of hostility. by the English fraders, but were actually sup-
plied with arms, ammunition and provisions, by order of the
English commandant at Detroit, Col. England.* Therere-
mains a correspondence between this gentleman and McKee,
in which urgent demands are made for fresh supplies of am-
munition, and the approach of “the enemy” (as they call
Wayne,) is mentioned with great anxiety. After the battle
of the rapids, he writes that the Indians are much discour-
aged, and that “it will require great efforts o inducethemto
remain in abody.” Had Wayne been positively informed
of this circumstance, he would scarcely have restrained his
men from a more energetic expression of indignation.

The Indian force being completely dispersed, their corn-
fields cut up, and their houses destroyed, Wayne drew off

#This gentleman was remakable for hisimmense height and enormous quan-
tity of tlesh. After his return from America, the waggish Prince of Wales,
who was himself no pigmy, became desirous of geeing him. Col. England
wasone day pointed out to him by Sheridan, as he was in the actof dismoun-
ting from his borse. ~The Prince regarded him with marked attention for sey~
eral minutes, and then turning to Sheridan, £aid with a laugh «Col. England
hey! You should have said Great Britain! by G—d!”
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from the neichborhood of the British post, and in order te
hold the Indians permanently in check, he erected a fortat
the junction of the Auglaize and Miami, in the very heart of
the Indian country, to which he gave the appropriate name
of Defiance, As this was connected with fort Washington
by various intermediate fortifications, it could not fail com-
pletely to overawe the enemy, who, in a very short {ime, ur-
gently and unanimously demanded peace.

No victory could have been better timed than that of
Wayne. The various tribes of Indians throughout the whole
of the United States, encouraged by the repeated disasters
of our armies in the north west, had become very unsteady,
and menacing in their intercourse with the whites, The
Creeks and Cherokees, in the south, were already in arms,
while the Oneidas, Tuscaroras, &c., in the north, were evi-
dently preparing for hostilities. The shock of the victory
at the Rapids, however, was instantly felt in all quarters.
The southern Indians instantly demanded peace—the Onei-
das, conscious of their evil intentions and fearful of the con-
sequences, became suddenly affectionate even to servility,
and within a few months afier the victory, all the frontiers
enjoved the most profound peace. - Wayne reported his loss
at thirty three killed and one hundred wounded. * The Indi-
an loss could not be ascertained, but was supposed to exceed
that of the Americans. This, however, is very doubtful, as
they gave way immediately, and were not so much exposed
as the continentals.

One circumstance attending their flight is remarkable dnd
deserves to be inserted. Three Indians bemg hard pressed
- by the cavalry upon one side, and the fantry upon the oth-
er, plunged into the river and attempled to swim to the oppo-
site:shore. A runaway negro who had attached himselfto
the American army, was concealed in the bushes upon the
opposite bank, and perceiving three Indians approaching
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nearer than in his opinion was consistent with the security
of his hiding place, he collected courage eneugh to level his
rifle at the foremost, as he was swimming, and shot him
through the head. The other two Indians instantly halted
in the water, and attempted to drag the body of theirdead
companion ashore. 'The negro, in the mean time, reloaded
his gun and shot another dead upon the spot. The surviver
instantly seized hold of both bodies, and attempted with a
fidelity which seems astonishing. to bring them both to land.
The negro having had leisure to reload a second time, and fir-
ing frora his covert upon the suryviving Indian, wounded him.
mortally while struggling with the dead bodies. Ie then
ventured to approach them, and from the striking resem-
blance of their features, as well as their devoted attach-
ment, they were suppesed tohave been brothers.  After scal-
ping them, he permitted their bodies to float down the:
stream.

We shall conclude our sketches with an anecdote, which,
although partaking somewhat of the marvellous, is too welk
authenticated to be rejected. Early in the sping of ?93; twos
hoys by the name of Johnson, the one twelve the ether nine
years of age, were playing on the banks of Short Creeks
near the mouth of the Muskingum, and occasionally skip-
ping stones in the water. Ata distance, they beheld two
men, dressed like ordinary settlers,in hats and eoats, who
grzldually approached them, and from time to time, threw
stones into the water in imitation of the children, At length,
when within one hundred yards of the boys, they suddenly
threw off the mask, and rushing vapidly upon them, made
them prisoners, They proved to be Indians of the Delaware
tribe, Taking the children in their arms, they ran hastily
into the woeds, and after a rapid march of about six miles,
encamped for the night. Hayving kindled a fire and laid
their rifles and tomahawks against an adjoining tree, they
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lay down to rest, each with a boy in his arms. The chil-
dren as may readily be supposed, were too much agitated to
sleep. The eldest atlength began to move his limbs can-
tiously. and finding that the Indian who held him remained
tast asleep, he gradually disengaged himself {from his arms,
and walking to the fire which had burned low, remained sev-
eral minutes in suspense as to what was next to be done.
Hayving stirred the fire, and ascertained by its light the ex-
act position of the enemy’s arms, he whispered softly to his
brother to imitate his example, and if possible, extricate him-
self from his keeper. The littte fellow did as his brother
directed, and both'stood irresolute for several minutes a-
round the fire. At length, the eldest, who was of a very
resolute disposition, proposed that they should kill the sleep-
ing
the guns, and assured his brother that if he would only pull
the frigger of that gun after he had placed it in rest, /e
would answer for the other Indian. The plan was soon a-
greed upon.  The rifle was levelled with the muzzle resting

Indians, and return home. The eldest pointed to one of

upon a log which lay near, and having stationed his brother
at the breach with positive directions not fo touch the trig-

ger until he gave the word, he seized a tomahawk and ad-

vanced cautiously to the other sleeper. Such was the agi-
tation of the younger, however, that he touched the trigger
too soon, and the report of his gun awakened the other Indi-
an before his brother was quite prepared. He struck the
blow, however, with firmness, although, in the hurry of the
act, it was done with the blunt part of the hatchet, and only
stutined his antagonist. = Quickly repeating the blow, how-
ever, with the edge, he inflicted a deep wound upon  the In-
dian’s head, and after repeated strokes, left him lifeless up-
on the spot. The younger, frightened at the explosion of
his own gun, had already betaken himself to his heels, and
was with difficulty overtaken by his brother. Having re-
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gained the road by which they had advanced, the elder fixed
his hat upen a bush in order to mark the spot, and by day-
light they had regained their homes. They found their mo-
ther in anagony of grief for their loss, and ignorant, wheth-
er they had been drowned or takenby the Indians, 'Their
tale was heard with astonishment, not unmingled with inere-

dulity, and a few of the neighbors insisted upon accompany-

ing them instantly to the spot, where so extraordinary a ren-
contre had occurred.” The place was soon found, and the
truth of the boy’s story placed beyond doubt.. The. toma-
hawked Indian lay in his blood, where ke fell, but the -one
who had been shot was not to be found. A broad trail of
blood, however, enabled them to trace his footsteps, and he
was at length overtaken. His apearance was most ghastly.
His under jaw had been entirely shot away, and his hands
and breast were covered with clotted blood. Although, evi-
dently much exhausted, he still kept his pursuers at bay,
and faced them from time to time with an air of determined
resolution.  Either his gory appearance, or the apprehen-
sion that more were in the neighborhood, had such an effect
upon his pursuers, that notwithstanding their numbers, he
was permitted to escape. Whether he survived or perished
in the wilderness, could never be ascertained, but from the
severity of the wound, the latter supposition is most prob-
able.

I'rom the peace of ’34, down to the renewal of war in
the north west, under theauspices of Tecumseh and the Pro-
phet, no event occurred of sufficient importance to claim ovr
notice. T'he war wasover, and even private and individual
aggression was of rare occurrence. The country which had
been the scene of those fierce conflicts which we have en-
deayored to relate, became settled with a rapidity totally un-
precedented in the annals of the world. The forests be-
came rapidly thinned, and the game equally as rapidly dis-




312 SKETCHES OF

appeared. Numerous villages, asif by enchantment, were
daily springing up in those wild scenes, where Kenton,
Crawford, Slover, and Johnston, had enduredsuch sufferings;
and the Indians, from fierce and numerous tribes, were grad-
ually melting down to a few squalid wanderers, hovering
like restless spirits around the scenes of their former glory,
or driven, with insult, from the doors of the settlers, where
they were perpetually calling for food and rum. Such wan-
derers were frequently murdered by lawless white men, who,
like the rovers of old, contended that “there was no peace
beyond the line,” and as such offences were rarely punish-
ed, the Indians gradually became satisfied that they mustei-
ther retire beyond the reach of the whites, or make one last
effort to retrieve the sinking fortunes of their race. Te-
cumseh was the great apostle of this reviving spirit, and to
do him justice, displayed a genius and perseverance worthy of
a better fate. Astheseevents, however, are beyond our lim-

its, we must refer the young reader, who may have accom-
panied us thus far, tothe histories of the day, where his cu-
riosity will be amply gratified.
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A,

In the life of KKENTON, We had occasion to refer to vari-
ous names and circumstances, which, in our anxiety to pre-
serve the unity and connexion of the narrative, we passed
over very slightly at the time, reserving a. more full detail
for the present place. We allude to the celebrated war upen
the Kenhawa, generally known by the name of Dunmore’s
expedition, in which the names of “*Logan,” “Lewis,” #Gir-
ty,” Cornstalk,” &c., figure conspicuously. Many and va-
rious reasons have been assigned for this war. Some hayve
attributed it to the murder of Logan’s family by Cressup,
others to the equally atrocious murder of “Bald Fagle,” a
celebrated Delaware chief. Both, probably, eontributed to
hasten the rupture, which, however, would unquestionably
have taken place without either. The cause of this, as of
all other Indian wars, is to be found in the jealousy and un-
easiness with which the Indians beheld the rapid extension
of the white .settlements. Afier the peace of ’63, large
tracts of land in the west had been assigned, as .bounties, fo
such officers and soldiers as had fought throughout the war.
Aceordingly,as soon as peace was restored, crowds of emi-
grants hastened to the west, attended by the usual swarm of
surveyors, speculators, &c.  The inhabitants of the frontiers
became mingled with the Indians. They visited and receiy-
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ed wvisits from each other, and frequently met in their hunt-
ing parties, Peace existed between the nations, but the old,
vindictive feelings, occasioned by mutual injuries, still ran-
kled in the breast of individuals, Civilities were quickly
followed by murders, which led to retaliation, remonstran-
ces, promises of amendment, and generally closed with fresh
murders.

The murder of “Bald Eagle,” an aged Delaware Sachem,
was peculiarly irritating to that warlike nation. THe spoke
the English language with great fluency, and being remark-
ably fond of tobacco, sweetmeats, and rum, all of which
were generally offered to him in profusion in the seitlements,
he was a frequent visiter at the fort erected at the mouth of

Lk i wh ST S 3
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the Kenhawa,and familiarly acquainted even with the chil-
dren. . He usually ascended the river alone, ina bark ca-
noe,and from the frequency and harmlessness of his visits,
his appearance never exeifed the least alarm. A white man
who had suffered much from the Indians, encountered the
old chief one evening, alone upon the river, returning peace-
ably from one of his usual visits. A conference ensued,
which terminated in a quarrel, and the old man was killed
o upon the spot. The murderer, having scalped his victim,
| fixed the dead body in the usual silting posture in the stern
ot.tne peat, replaced the pipe in his mouth, and launching
the canoe again upon the river, permitted it to float down
with its burden, undisturbed. Many settlers beheld it de-
scending in this manner, but from the upright posture of the
old man, they supposed that he was only returning as usual
from a visit to the whites. The truth, however, was quickly
discovered, and inflamed his tribe with the mest ungoverna-
ble rage. Vengeance was vowed for the outrage and am-
_ply exacted.

At length, hostilities upon this remote frontier became so
serious, @8 to demand the attention of government. One of
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the boldestof these forays, was conducted by Logan in per-
son. Supposing that the inhabitants of the interior would
consider themselves secure from the Indians, and neglect
those precautions which were generally used upon the fron-
tier, he determined, with a small but select band of follow-
ers, to penetrate to the thick settlements upon the head wa-
ters of the Monongahela, and wreak his vengeance upon its
unsuspecting inhabitants. The march was conducted with
the usual secrecy of Indian warriors, and with great effect.
Many scalps and several prisoners were taken, with which,
by the signal conduct of their chief, they were enabled to
elude all pursuit, and return in safety to their towns. One
of the incidents attending this incursion, deserves to be men-
tioned, as illustrating the character of Logan, While hoy-
ering, with his followers, around the skirts of a thick settle-
ment, he suddenly came within view of a small field, recent-
ly cleared, in which three men were pulling flax. Causing
the greater partof his men to remain where they were, Lo-
gan, together with two others, crept up- within long shot of
the white men and fired. . One man fell dead, the remaining
two attempted to escape. The elder of the fugitives (Hel-
lew,) was quickly overtaken and made prisoner by Logan’s
associates, while Logan himself, having thrown down his ri-
fle, pressed forward alone in pursuit of the younger of the
white men, whose name was Robinson, The contest was
keen for several hundred yards, but Robinson, unluckily,
looking around, in order to have a yiew of his pursuer, ran
against a tree with such violence as completely to stun him.
and render him insensible for several minutes, Upon re-
covering, he found himself bound and lying upon his back,
while Logan sat by his side, with unmoved gravity, awaiting
hisrecovery. He was then compelled to accompany them
in their further attempts upon the settlements, and in the
courseof a few days, was marched off with great rapidity
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for their villages in Ohio. During the march, T.ogan re-
mained silent and melancholy, probably broeding over the
total destruction of his family. The prisoners, however,
were treated kindly, until they arrived at an Indian village
upon the Muskingum. When within a mile of the town, Lo-
gan became fnore animated, and uttered the “scalp halloo™
several times, in the most terrible tones. The never failing
scene of ‘insult and torture then began. Crowds flocked out
to-meet them, dand a line was formed for the gauntlet. TLo-
gan took no share in the eruel game, but did not attempt to
repress it.  He, however, gave Robinson, whom he regard-
ed as his own prisoner, some directions as to the best means
of reaching the council house in safety, and displayed some
anxiety for his safe arrival, while poor Hellew was left in
totalignorance, and permitted tostruggle forward as he best
could:: Robinson; under the patronage of Logan, escaped
with a few slight bruises; but Hellew, not knowing where to
run, was dreadfully mangled, and would probably have been
killed upon the. spot, had not Robinson (not without great
risk on his ewn part) seized him by the hand and dragged
him into the council house.

On the following morning, a council was called in order
to determine their fate, in which Liogan held a conspicuous
superiority over all who were assembled. Hellew’s destiny
came first under discussion, and was quickly decided by an
almost unanimous vote of adoption. 'Robinson’s was most
difficult to detetmine. A majority of the council; (partly
influenced by a natural thirst for vengeance upon at least one
object, partly, perhaps, by a lurking jealousy of" the impo-
sing superiority of Logan’s character,) were obstinately bent
upon putting him to death. TLogan spoke for nearly an hour
upon the question, and if Robinson is to be believed, with an
energy, copiousness, and dignity, which would not have dis-
araced Henry himself. He appeared at no.oss for eithew
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ivords or ideas, his tones were deep and musical, and were
heard by the assembly with the silence of death.  All, how-
ever, was vain. Robinson was condemned, and within an
hour afterwards, was fastened to the stake,  Logan stood a-
part from the crowd with his arms folded, and hiseyes fixed
upon the scene with an air of stern displeasure. ~When'the

fire was about to be applied, he suddenly strode into the eir--

cle, pushing aside those who stood in the way, and advan-
cing straight up to the stake, cut the cords with his toma-
hawk, and taking the prisoner by the hand, led him with a
determined air to his own wigwam,” The action was so to-
tally unexpected, and the air of the chief so determined, that

he had reached the door of his wigwam before any one ven-

tured to interfere, - Much dissatisfaction was then expressed,
and threatening symptoms of a tumult appeared, but so deep-
ly rooted was his authority, that ina few hours all was qui-
et, and Robinson, without opposition, was permitted to enter
an " Indian family. He remained with Logan until the trea-
ty of Fort Pitt, in the autumn of the ensuing year, when he
returned to Virginia. He ever retained the most unbound-
ed admiration for Logan, and repeatedly declared that his
countenance, when speaking, was the most striking, varied,
and impressive, that he ever beheld. And when itis re-
collected that he had often heard Lee and'Henry, in all their
alory, the compliment must be regarded as a very high one.

This, together with various other marauding expeditions,
generally carried on by smatl parties, determined the Goy-
ernor of Virginia (Dunmore) to assemble a large forceand
carry the war into their own territories. T'he plan of - the.
expedition was soon arranged.  Three complete regiments
were to be raised west of the Blue Ridge, under the com-
mand of General Andrew Lewis; while an equal force, from
the interior, was commanded by Dunmore in'person. The

armies were to form a junction at the mouthof the Great
A
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Kenawha;, and proceed together under Dunmore, to the In-
dian towns in Ohio. On the 1st September, 1774, a paxt
of Gen. Lewis’ division, consisting of two regiments, under
the orders of Col. Charles Lewis, his brother, and Col. Wil-
liam Fleming, of Botetourf, rendezvoused at Camp Union,
(now Lewisburg, Va.) where they were joined by an inde-
pendent regiment of hackwoods volunteers, under the orders
of Col. John Fields, a very distinguished officer, who, togeth-
er with most of those now assembled. had served under Brad-
dock. * Here they remained, awaiting the arrival of* Col.
Christian, who was busily engaged in assembling another
regiment. By the junction of Field; Lewis’ force amounted
to about eleven hundred men, accustomed to danger, and
conducted by the flower of the border officers. Gen. Lewis;
as well as his brother, had been present at Braddock’s defeat,
and were subaltern officers in two companies of Virginia ri-
flemen, who formed the advance of the English army.

We shall here relate some circumstauces attending that
melancholy disaster, which are not to be found in the regu-
lar histories of the period. Braddock’s battle ground wasa
small bottom, containing not more than two acres, bounded
on the ecst by the Monongahela, and upon the west by a high
cliff'which rises precipitately above the bottom, and which;
together with the river; completely enclosed it. Through
this cliff, and near its centre, runs a deep gorge orravine,
the sides of which are ncarly perpendicular; andthe sum-
mits of swhich were at that time thickly covered with tim-
ber, rank grass and thickets of underwood: Upon this cliff;
the Indian army lay in ambush, awaiting the arrival of their
foe. The only passage for the English, lay through the ra-
yine immediately in front of the ford. The two companies
of rangers crossed the riverin advance of the regulars, and
suspeeting no danger, immediately entered the mouth of the
ravine. « Braddock followed in close column, and the deve-
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ted army soon stood in the bottom already mentioned, the
river in the rear, the cliffin front, and the ravine presenting
the only practicable passage to the French fort, Instantly,
atremendous fire opened upon them from the cliffabove, and
as the small bottom was thronged with red coatg, Immense

execution was done. Inthe meantime, the two devotedeom-

panies of rangers were more than one hundred yards in fronf,
and completely buried in the gorge already mentioned. Up-
on hearing the firing in their rear, they attempted to rejoin
the army, but a select corps of Indian warriors rushed down
the steep banks of the ravine and blocked up the passage.
A farious struggle ensued. ~ The Indians could not possibly
give way, as the banks were too steep to admit of retreat in
that direction, and if they retired throngh the mouth of the
ravine into the bottom below, they would have found them-
selyes in the midst of the English ranks. ~ On the other hand,
the Virginians were desperately bent upon rejoining their
friends, which could only be done over the bodies of the In-
dians. 'Thus the gorge became the theatre of a seperate
battle, far more desperate than that which raged in the bot-
torm or upon the cliffs. In these two companies, were to be
found many names afterwards highly distinguished" both in
the Indian aud British war. Here was General Lewisand his
five brothers; Col. Matthews, afterwards so distinguished at
Germantown, together with four of his brothers; Col. John
Field, afterwards killed at Point Pleasant; Col. Grant, of
Kentucky, John McDowell, and several others, afterwards
well Known in Virginia and Kentucky. The press was too
great to admit of the rifle. Knives and tomahawks were
their only weapons, and upon both sides (for the numbers en-
gaged) the slaughter was prodigious. One half the Virgin-
ians were left dead in the pass, and most of the survivors
were badly wounded. The Indians suffered equally, and at
length became so much thinned as to afford room for the Vir-
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ginians to pass them and rejoin their friends below. — There;
all wag dismay and death. Braddock, unable from the na-
ture of the ground to charge with effect, and too proud to re-
treat before an enemy whom he despised, was actively, and
as calmly as if upon parade, laboring to form his troops un-
der a fire which threatened to annihilate every thing within
its range. The event is well known,

Upon- the fall of Braddock, the troops gave way, andre-
crossing the river, rejoined the rear guard of the army, af-
ter a defeat, which then bad no parallel in Indian warfare.
(Clol. Lewis afterwards served as Major in Washington’s re-
giment, and ranked peculiarly high in the estimation of his
illustrious commander. He accompanied Grant in his un-
fortunate masquerade, and in a brave attempt with the celo-
nial troops to retricve the fortune of the day, was wounded
and made prisoner by the French. While he and Grant were
together at fort Du Quesne, upon parole, a quarrel took
place between them, much to the amusement of the French.
Grant, in his despatches, had made Lewis the scapegoat, and
thrown the whole blame of the defeat upon him; whereas,
in truth, the only execution that was done, was effected by
his Virginia troops. The despatches fell into the hands of
some Indians, who brought them to the French commandant.
Captain Lewis happened to be present when they were open-
ed, and was quickly informed of their contents, Without
uttering a word, he instantly went in search of Grant, re-
proached him with the falsehood, and putting bis hand upon
his sword, directed his former commander to draw and de-
fend himself upon the spot. Grant contemptuously refused
to comply,upon which Lewis lost all temper,cursed him for a
liar and a coward, and in the presence of two French officers
spat in his face! Gen, Lewis’ person considerably exceed-
ed six feet in height, and was at once strongly and hand-
somely formed. Iis countenance was manly and stern—

ra

L T R

s W Y

S T S DI SR SR rn

b el Bed s ede

i P

—



APPENDIX. 321

sirongly expressive of that fearlessness and energy of char-
acter which distinguished him through life. His manners
were plain, cold, and unbending, and his conversation short,
pithy, and touching only upon the “needful.” At the gene-
ral treaty with the Indian tribes in 63, Gen. Lewis was
present, and his fine military appearance attracted great at-
tention, and inspired somewhat of awe among the more pa-
ctfic deputies. - The Governor of New York declared that
he*looked like the genius of the forest—and that the earth
seemed to tremble beneath his foofsteps.”

Such as we have describeéd him, he was now placed at the
head of one thousand men, with orders to meet Dunmore at
Point Pleasant. Hayving waited several days at Lewisburgh
for Col. Christian, without hearing from him, he determined
no longer to delay his advance. Onthe 11th of September,
he left Lewisburgh, and without anv adventure of impor-
tance, arrived at the concerted place of rendezvous. Dun-
more had not yet arrived, and Lewis remained several days
in' anxious expectation of his approach. At length, he re-
“ceived despatches from the Governor, informing him that
he had changed his plan, and had determined fo move di-
rectly upon the Scioto villages, at the same time ordering
Lewis to cross the Ohio and join him. Although not much
gratified at this sudden change of a plan which had been de-
liberately formed, Lewis prepared to obey, and had issued
directions for the construction of rafts, boats, &ec., in which
to eross the Ohio, when, on the morning of the 10th Octo-
ber, twoof his hunters came running intocamp, with the
intelligence that a body of Indians was at hand, which cov-
ered “four acres of ground.” Upon this intelligence, the
General (having first lit his pipe) directed his brother, Col.
Charles Lewis, to proceed with his own regiment, and that
of Col. Fleming, and reconnoitre the ground where the ene-
my hadbeen seen, while he held the remainder of the army
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ready tosupport him. Col. Charles Lewis instantly advan-
ced in the execution of his orders, and at the distance of a
mile from camp, beheld a large body of the enemy advan-
cing rapidly in the hope of surprising the Virginian camp.
The sun was just rising as the rencontre took place, and in
a few minutes the action became warm and bloody. Col.
2 Charles Lewis being much exposed, and in full uniform, was
; mortally wwounded early in the action, as was Col. Fleming
: the second in command. The troops having great confidence
m Col. Lewis, were much discouraged, and being hard pres-
sed by the enemy, at length gave way, and attempted to re-
gain the camp. — At this critical moment, Gen. Lewis order-
ed up Field’s regiment, which coming handsomely into ac-
tion, restured the fortune of the day. The Indians, in turn,
were routed, and compelled to retive to a spot where they
had erected a rough breastwork of logs.

The action was fought in the narrow point of land formed
by the junction of the Ohio and Kenawha. The Indian
breastwork was formed from one river to the other, soas to
enclose the Virginians within the point, of course the breast-
work formed the base, and the Virginian camp the vertex of
the triangle, of which the rivers were sides, Here they
rallied in full force, and appeared determined to abide the
brunt-ofthe Virginian force. ~ Logan, Cornstalk, Elenipsico,
Red Eagle, and many other celebrated chiefs were present,

- and were often heard loudly encouraging their warriors.
Cornstalk, chief Sachem of the Shawanees, and leader of
the northern confederacy, was particularly conspicuous. As
the repeated efforts of the whites to carry the breastwork,
became more warm and determined, the Indian line began
to waver, and several were seen to give way. Cornstalk,
i a moment, was upon the spot, and was heard distinctly to
shout “Be strong! Be strong ! in tones which rose above
the din of the conflict, He buried his hatchet in the head
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of one of his warriors, and indignantly shaming the rest, com-
pletely restored the battle, which raged until four o'clock in
the afternoon, without any decisive result, The Virginians
fought with distinguished bravery, and suffered severely in
those repeated charges upon the breastwork, but were una-
ble to make any impression, The Indians, towards " eve-
ning, despatched a part of their force to cross both rivers, in
order to prevent the escape ofa man of the Virginians, should
victory turn against them, _

At length, Gen. Lewis, alarmed at the extent of his loss,
and the obstinacy of the enemy, determined to make an ef-
fort to turn their flank with three companies, and attack
them in rear. By the aid of a small stream, which empties
into the Kenhawa, a short distance above its mouth, and
which at that time had high and bushy banks, he was ena
bled to gain their rear with a small force, commanded by
Captain’(afterwards Governor) Isaac Shelby. Cornstalk in-
stantly ordered a retreat, which was performed in a master-
ly manner, and with a very slight loss, the Indians alternate-
ly advancing and retreating in such a manner as to hold the
whites in checls, until dark, when the whole body disappear-
ed. The lossof the Virginians was severe, and amounted
in killed and wounded to one fourth of their whole number.
The Indian loss wascomparatively trifling.  The action was
shortly followed by a treaty, at which all the chiefs were
present except Logan, who refused to be included in it.  He
wandered among the northwestern tribes, for several years,
like a restless spirit, and finally, in utter recklessness, be-
came strongly addicted to gaming and the use of ardent spir-
its. He was at length murdered cn a solitary journey from
Detroit to the north eastern part of Ohio, as is generally sup-
posed by his own nephew.

It is not a little singular, that the three celebrated Indian
chiefs who commanded in the battle at the Point, should all
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have been murdered, and that two of them should have met
their fate upon the same spot which had witnessed their
brave efforts to repress the extension of the white settlements.
Cornstalk and Elenipsico, his son, were killed during a friend-
ly visit to  Point Pleasant, in the summer of 1775, onlya
few months after the action. The eircumstances attending
the affair are thus related hy Col. Stewart:

A Captain Arbuckle commanded the garrison of the for
erected at Point Pleasant after the battle fought by General
Lewis with-the Indians at that place,in Oectober, 1774. In
the succeeding year, when the revolutionary war had com-
menced, the agents of Great Britain exerted themselyesto
excite the Indians to hostility against the United States. The
mass of the Shawanees entertained a strong aunimosity a
gainst the. Americans.  But, two of their chiefs. Cornstalk
and Red Hawl, not participating in that animosity, visited
the garrison at the Point, where Arbuckle continued to com-
mand. Col. Stewart was at the postin the character of a
volunteer, and was an eye-witness of the facts which he re-
lates. - Cornstalkk represented his unwillingness to take. a
part in the war, on the Britishside: but stated, that his na-
tion, except himself and his tribe, were determined on war
with us, and hesupposed, that he and his people would be
compelled to go with the stream. On this intimation, Arbuc-
kle resolved. to detain the twe chiefs; and a third Shawanees
who came with them to the fort, as hostages, under theex-
pectation of preyenting thereby any hostile efforts of the na-
tion. On the day before these unfortunate Indians fell.vic-
tims to the fury of the garrison, Elenipsico,the son of Corn-
stalk, repaired to Point Pleasant for the purpose of visiting
his father, and on the nest. day, two men belonging to the
garrison, whose names were Hamilton and Gillmore, cros-
sed the Kenawha, intending to hunt in the woods beyond
it.  Ontheir return from liuming, somne Indians who had
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come to view the position at the Point, concealed themselves
in the weeds near the mouth of the Kenhawa, and killed Gill-
more while endeavoring to pass them. Col. Stewart and
Capt. Arbuckle were standing on the opposite bank of the
river at that time, and were surprized thata gunhadbeen
fired so near the fort, in vielation of orders which had been
issued inhibiting such anact. Hamilton ran down the bank,
and cried out that Gillmore was killed, Captain Hall com-
manded the company to which Gillmore belonged. His
men leaped intoa canoe, and hastened to the reliefof Ham-
ilton.  ‘They brought the body of Gillmore weltering in blood,
and the head scalped, across the river. The canoe had
scarcely reached the shore, when Hall’s men eried out “let
us kill the Indiansin the fort.” Captain Hall placed him-
self in front of his soldiers, and they ascended the river’s
bank pale with rage, and carrying their loaded firelocks
in their hands. Colonel Stuart and Captain Arbuckle exer-
ted themselves in vain, to dissuade these men, exasperated
to madness by the spectacle of Gillmore’s corpse, from the
cruel deed which they contemplated.  They cocked their
guns, threatening those gentlemen with instant death,ifthey
did not desist, and rushedinto the fort. _

The interpreter’s wife, who had been-a captive among the
Indians, and feltan affection for them, ‘ran to their cabin
and informed them that Hall’s soldiers were advancing, with
the intention of taking their lives, because they believed,
that the Indians who killed Gillmore, had come with Corn-
stalk’ son on the preceding day. This the young: man‘so-
lemnly denied, and averred that he knew nothing of them.
His father, perceiving that Elenipsico was in great agitation,
encouraged him and advised him not to fear. ~ ¢If the great
Spirit, said he, bas sent you here to be killed, you ought to
die likea man!”  As the soldiers approached the door, Corn-
stalle rose to meet them, and received seven or eight balls
28
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which instantly terminated his existence. His son wasshot
dead, in the seat which he occupied. The Red-hawl made
an attempt to climb the chimney, but fell by the fire of some
of Hall’s men. The other Indian, says Colonel Stuart,
téyyas shamefully mangled, and T grieved to see him so long

]

. b
dying.

B.

ST. CLAIR’S OFFICIAL LETTER.
“Fort Washington, Nov, 9, 1791
“Sir:

“Yesterday afternoon the remains of the army under
my command got back to this place, and I have now the
painful task to give an aceount of a warm, and as unfortu-
nate an action as almost any that has been fought, in which
gvery corps was engaged and worsted, except the first regi-
ment, that had been detached upon a service that I bad the
lionor to inform you of in my last despatch, and had net join-

gd me.
#On the 3d inst. the army had reached a creek about

twelve yards wide running tothe southward of west, which
I believe to have been the river St.. Mary, that empties 1mnto
the Miamioftbe lake, arrived at the village about 4 o’clock
in the afternoon, having marched near nine miles, and were
immediately encamped upon a very commanding piece of
ground in two lines, having the above ‘mentioned creek in
front. The rightwing, compozed of Butler, Clark and Pat-
tarson's battalions, commanded by Major General Butler,
formed the first line; and the left wing; consisting of Beding-
erand Gaither’s battalions, and the' second ‘regiment com-
manded by Col.: Darke, formed the second line, with anin-

8
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terval between them of sbout seventy yards, which wasall
the ground would allow.

“The right flank was pretty well secured by the creek, a
steep bank, and Faulkner’s corps. Some of the cavalrv
and their piquets covered the left flank. The militia were
sent over the creek and advanced about one quarter of a mile,
and encamped in the same order. There were a few Indi-
ans who appeared on the opposite side of the creel, but fled
with the utmost precipitation on the advance of the militia.
At this place, which I judged to be about fifteen miles from
the Miami villages, 1 had determined to throw up a shght
work, the plan of which was concerted that evening with
Major Ferguson, wherein to have deposited the men’sknap-
sacks, and every thing else that was not of absolute necessi-
ty, and to have moved on toattack the enemy as soon as the
first regiment was come up, but they did not permit me to

secute either; for on the 4th, about half an hour before sun
rise, and when the men had been just dismissed from the pa-
rade, (for it was a constant practice to have them all under
der arms a considerable time before day-light,) an attack
was made upon the militia, who gaye avay in a very little
{ime, and rushed into camp through Majer Butler’s battal-
ion, which, together with part of Clark’s, they threw into
considerable disorder, and which, notwithstanding the exer-
tions of both these officers, was never altogether remedied.
The Indians followed close at their heels; the fire, however,
of the front line checked them;but almost instantaneously a
very heavy attack began upon that line, and in a few min-
utes it was extended to the second likewise. The great
weight of it was directed against the centre of each, where
the artillery was placed,and from which the men were re-
peatedlv driven with great slaughter. Finding no great ef-
foct from the fire, and confusion beginning tospread {rom the
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great number of men who were fallen in all quarters, it be-
came necessary to try what could be dene with the bayonet.

“Lieut. Col. Darke was accordingly ordered to makea
charge, with a part of the second line, and to turn the left
flank of the enemy, This was executed with great spirit,
and at first promised much success. The Indiansinstantly
gave way, and were driven back three or four hundred yards;
but for want of a sufficient number of riflemen to pursue this
advantage, they soon returned, and the troops were obliged
to give back in their turn, At this moment they had enter-
ed our camp by the left flank, having pursued back the
troops that were posted there.

“Another charge was made here by the second regiment,
Butler and Clarke’s battalions, with equal effect, and it was

.repeated several times, and always with success; but in all

of thern many men were lost, and particularly the officers,
which, with some raw troops, was a loss altogether irreme-
diable. In'that] just spoke of made by the second regiment,
and Butler’s battalion, Major Butler was dangerously woun-
ded, and every officer of the second regiment fell except
three, one of which, Capt. Greaton, was shot through the
body.

“Our artillery being now sileneced, and all the officers kil-
led except Captain Ford, who was badly wounded, more
than half of the army fallen, being cutoff from the road, it
became necessary to attempt the regaining it, and to make
a retreat if possible. 'T'o this purpose the remains of the ar-
my was formed as well as circumstances would admit, to-
wards the right of the encampment; from which, by the way
of the second line, another charge was made upon the ene-
my, as if’ with the design of turning their right flank, butit
was in fact to gain the road. This was effected, and as soon
as it was open the militia entered it, followed by the troops,
Mujur Clark with his battalion covering the rear.
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“'l‘i:c retreat in thosegircumstances was, you may be sure,
a ]1!0121]11[0.10 one. Itwasin facta flight. The camp and
the artillery,were abandoned; but that was unavoidable, for
not a horse was left alive to have drawn it offhad it otherwise
been practicable, But the most disgraceful part of the bu-

siness is, that the greatest partof the men threw away their

arms and accoutrements, even after the pursuit (which con-
tinued about four miles) had ceased.
“I found the road strewed with them for many miles, but

was not able to remedy it; for having had all my horses kil-

!

led, and being mounted upon one that could not be pricked
out of a walk, I could not get forward myself; and the or-

ers | sent forward either to halt the front or prevent the men
from parting with their arms, were unattended to.

“The route continued quité to ith:.ﬁ'elbun, twenty-nine
miles, which was reached a little after sunset, The action
began about half an hour before sun-rise, and the retreat was
attempted at half past nine o’clock.

“I have not yet been able.to get the returns of the killed
and wounded; but Major Gen. Butler, Lieut. Col, Oldham,
of the militia, Majors Ferguson, Hartand Clark, are among
the former,

“I have now, Sir, finished my melancholy tale; a tale
that will be felt, sensibly felt, by every one thathas sympathy
for private distress, or for public misfortune. I have noth-
ing, Sir, to lay to the charge of the troops but their want of
discipline, which, from the short time they had been in ser-
vice, it was impossible they should have acquired, and which
rendered it very difficult, when they were thrown into con-
fusion, to reduce them again to order, and is one reason why
the loss has fallen so heavy upon 'the officers, who did every
thing in their power to effect it. Neither were my own ex-
ertions'wanting, but worn down with ‘illness, and suffering

under a painful disease, unable either to mount or dismount
/ DQ#
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a horse without assistance, they were not so great as they
otherwise would, or perhaps ought to haye been.

“We were overpowered by numbers;.but it 1s no more
than justice to observe, that though composed of so many
different species of troops, the utmost harmony prevailed
through the whole army during the campaign.

“At fort Jeflerson I found the first regiment, which had re-
turned from the service they had been sent upon, without ei
ther overtaking the deserters or meeting the convoy of pro-
visions. Iam not certain, Sir, whether Toughtto consider
the absence of this regiment from the field of action as for-
tunate ; for I very much doubt, whether, had it been in the ac-
tion, the fortune of theday would have been turned; and if
it had not, the friumph of the enemy would have been more
complete, and the country would have been destitute of
means of defence.

“Taking a view of the situation of our broken troops at
fort Jefferson, and that there was no provisions in the fort, I

called on the field officers for their advice what would be pro-
per further to be done; and it was their unanimous opinion,

that the addition of the first regiment, unbroken as it was,
did not put the army on so respectable a footing as it was in
the morning, because a great part of it was now unarmed;
that it had been found unequal to the enemy, and should
they come on, which was probable, would be found so again;
that the troops could not be thrown into the fort, because it
was too small, and there was no provision in it; that proyis-
10ons were known to be upon the road at the distance of one
or at most two marches; that therefore it would be proper to
move without loss of time to meet the provisions, when the
men might haye the sooner an opportunity of sowe refresh-
ment, and that a proper detachment might be sent back with
it, torhave it safely deposited in the fort.

“This advice wasaccepted, and the army was put in mo-
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tion atten o’clock, and marched all night; and the succeed-
ing day metawitha quantity of flour; part'of it was distri-
huted immediately, part taken back to supply. the army on
the march to fort Hamilton, and the remainder, about fifty
herse loads, sent forward to fort Jetferson. ;

“I have said, Sir, in the former part of my communica-
tion, that we were overpowered by numbers; of that, howey-
er; I had no other evidence but the weight of the fire, which
was always a most deadly one; and generally delivered from
theground. few of the enemy showing themselves on foat,
except when they were charged, and that in a few minutes
our whole camp, which extended above three hundred and
fifty yards in length, was entirely surrounded and attacked
onall quarters. ?

“T'he loss, Sir, the public hds sustained by the fall of go
many officers, parficularly Gen. Butler, and Major . Fergy-
son, cannot be too much regretted ; but it is a circumstance
that will alleviate the misfortune in some measure, that all
of them fell .most gallantly doing their duty. Ihave the
honor to be,Sir, your most obedient servant.

“ARTHUR ST. CLAIR.
“Hon  SecreETARY oF WAR.”

Upon a reyiew of the chapter containing St. Clair’s de-
feat, the author is aware that he will probably be charged
with undue partiality, and perhaps with ¢a misstatement of

facts, particularly as it relates to the foree of the Indian ar-
my. - Mr. Marshall, in his life of Washington, reduces the
Indian force to an equality with St. Clair, and Mr. Marshall,
of Kentucky,appears to be of the same opinion. That chapter
was written before I had particularly referred to these excel-
lent authorities; and my own statement of the Indian force

was taken froma book entitled “Indian Wars,” which pro-
tesses to have derived it from the acknowledgement of the
Indians themselves. Upon reflection, I am satisfied that the
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gentlemen above mentioned are correct, and only régret
that the error into which I was led by insufficient authority,
cannot now be remedied. In a private letter from Colonel
McKee, the Indian agent, to Col. England, at Detroit, the
Indian force assembled at the “Fallen Timber” a few days
before the battle, is estimated at “one thousand nen L2 'Fhe
letter concludes. with an earnest demand for zein orcements !
Ten days afterwards, the battle was fought, within which pe-
viod, it is difficult to believe, that large reinforcements could
arrive from the upper lakes, the only source from whieh they
were expected. It is absolutely certain, that the Indian
force opposed to Wayne did not exceed fifteen hundred men,
although their whole strength was assembled. From this da-
ta, it would seem impossible that the force employed against
St. Clair (more hastily collected and at shorter warning)
could have exceeded twelve or fifteen hundred men. Mr.
Maxshall, although evidently dispesed to do that unfortunate
dentleman every justice, -is, nevertheless, tolerably severe
in his strictures upon the order of battle.. He particularly
censures him for posting the militia in front, in orderto re-
coive the first shock, and contends that they should have
been formed in the centre of the square, in order fo rein-
forco such parts of the line as gave way. This, as the
event turned out, would probably have been better than the
measure actually adopted, but St. Clair, at the time, only
conformed to the rule then established, and universally prac-

tised. Militia were always advanced in front of regulars,

and never incorporated with them, 'This was uniformly
done by Washington, by Greene, (except upon one occasion,
when he placed them in the rear as a reserve, and when
they were wanted, found them too much frightened to be of
any use,) and by every General who employed them. * We
eriticise St. Clair by the light of forty year’s additional expe-
rience in Indian warfare, which at the time of his defeat




APPENDIX, 333

was not as well understood, at least sofar as relates to the
employment of regulars, as now. The close encampment
of the troops was certainly highly improper, as batile was
expected, and for battle he should have been always pre-
pared. For the rest, we can see no room for blame, That
no general charge was made is true, for the simple reason,
that the troops being totally zaw, could not be brought to

unile in one, although every possible exertion was made by
officers, as brave and intelligent as any in America. And,
even if one could have been made, there is every reason to
believe, that the event of the action would have been the
same. The Indians would have given way,but their retrea-
ting fire was as fatal as any other, and had the regulars fol-
lowed throughout the day, they could not have overtaken
them, and without a sufficient body of cavalry, could have
made no impression upon so light footed and irregular an en-
emy. Thata general charge succeeded under Wayne is
true, but how different were the circumstances. Wayne
was the assailant—St. Clair was attacked suddenly and un-
der great disadvantages. Wayne more than doubled his en-
emy_in numbers, St. Clair was at best only equal tohis, and
what made an incalculable difference, Wayne was in pos-
session of a powerful body of mounted men, who alone ex-
ceeded the whole body of Indians inthe field. Here, ad-
vantages gained by the bayonet, could be pressed by a nu-
merous cavalry, The Indians were aware of all these cir-
cumstances; they beheld the movement of the mounted men,
in order to turn their position, and finding themselves charg-
ed in their coverts, instantly fled, but whether from fear of
the bayonets of the infantry, or the more rapid movements
of horse, is a question which might admit ef discussion-
Had Wayne encountered them with the bayonet alone, they
would (as in St. Clair’s case) have fled, but like the ancient
Parthians, their flight would have been as fatal as their ad-
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vance. Thave not the slightest disposition to detract from
the well merited fame of Wayne. His whole movements
during the campaign, displayed a boldness, vigor, and decis-
ion, which the miserable deerepitude of St. Clair forbade
him to exert; butit cannot be denied, that he fought with
means incomparably beyond those of his predecessor.

N. B. Gen. St. Clair was of opinion that his defeat oc-
curred upon the St. Mary’s, and by an inadvertence, it 1880
stated in thetext. It isincorrect. The action was fought
upon a small tributary stream of the Wabash.

C.
INDIAN MANNERS.

THE CHACE.

The following numbers are chiefly collected from Lewis &
Clarke and Major Long’s Journal:

«When the trading and planting occupations of the peo-
ple are terminated, and provisions begin to fail them, which
occurs generally in June, the chiefs assemble a council for
the purpose of deliberating upon farther arrangements ne-
cessary to be made. This assembly decrees a feast to be pre-
pared, on a certain day, to which all the distinguished men
of the nation are to beinvited, and one of their number is
appointed to have it prepared in his own lodge.  On the re-
turn of this individual to his dwelling, he petitions his squaws
to have pity on him, and proceed to clean and adjust the de-
partment; to spread the mats and skins for seats, and to col-
lect wood, and bring water for cooking. He requests them
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to provide three or four large kettles, to prepare the maize,
and to kill their fatest dog for a feast. The squaws gener-
ally murmur at this last proposition, being reluctant to sac-
rifice thest animals, which are of great zervice to them in
carrying burdens, like the dogs of the erratic Tartars: but
when they are informed of the honor that awaits them, of
feasting all the distinguished men, they undertake  their du-
ties with pride and satisfaction,

“When they have performed their part, the squaws give
notice to the husband, who then calls two or three old public
criers to his lodge.  He invites them to be seated near him,
and after the ceremony of smoking, he addresses them ina
low voice, directing them to pass through the village, and in-
vite the individuals, whom he names to them, to honor him
by their presence, at the feast which is now prepared. ‘Speak
ina low voice,’says he, ‘and tell them to bring their bowls

and spoons.” The criers, having thus received their instruc-

tions, sally out together, and, in concert, sing aloud, as they
pass in various directions through the village. In this song
of invitation, the names of all the elect are mentioned. Hav-
ing performed this duty, they return to the lodge, and are
soon followed by the chiefs and warriors. “Tke host seats
himself in the back part of the lodge, facing the entrance,
where he remains during the ceremony. - If the host is in-
vested with the dignity of chief, he directs those who enter
where to seat themselyes, so thatthe chiefs may be arran-
ged on one side, and the warriors-on the other: ifhe isawar-
rior, he seats the principal chiefs of the village by his side,
who whisper in his ear the situation which these who enter
ought to- occupy: this intimation is repeated alond by the
host, when the guests are all arranged, the pipe islighted, and
the indispensable ceremony- of smoking succeeds.

“The principal chief then rises; and extending his expan-
ded hand towards each in succession, gives thanks to them
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individually, by name, for the honor of their company, and
requests their patient attention to what he is about to say.
He then proceeds, somewhat in the following manner:—
‘Friends and relatives, we are assembled here {br the pur-
pose of consulting respecting the proper course to pursue in
our next hunting excursion, or whether the quantity of pro-
visions, at present on hand, will justify a determination to
remain here, to weed our maize,” Ifitbe decided to depart
immediately, the subject to be then taken into view, -will be
the direction, extent and object of the route,

“Having thus disclosed the business of the council, he is
frequently succeeded by an old chief, who thanks him for
his attention to their wants, and advises the assembly to pay
great attention to what he hassald, as he is a man of truth,

of knowledge and bravery. He further assures them, that
they have ample cause to return thanks to the Great Wah-
conda, for having sent such a man among them.

“The assembly then takes the subject into their considera
tion, and, after much conversation, determine upon a route,
which the principal chief proposed in a speech. This chief,
previous to the council, is careful to ascertain the opinions
and wishes of his people, and speaks aceordingly.

e sometimes, however, meets with opposition, from per-
sons whe propose other hunting grounds: but their discour-
ses are filled with compliments to his snperior knowledge
and good sense. The proceedings of the council are um-
formly conducted with the most perfect good order, and de-
corum.

“Each speaker carefully abstains from militating against
the sensibility of any of his hearers: and uncourteous ex-
jpressions towards each other, on these occasions, are never
heard. Generally, at each pause of the speaker, the audi-
ence testify their approbation, aloud, by the interjection HEH:
and asthey believe that he has ajust right to his own opin~
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wons, however absurd they may appear to be, and opposite to
their-own, the expression of them excites no reprehension ;
and, if* they cannot approve, they do not cmzdcmﬁ, unless ur-
ged by necessity.

“The day assigned for their departure having arrived, the
squaws load their horses and dogs, and place as greata
weight upon their own backs as they can conveniently trans-
port; and after having closed the entrances to their several
habitations, by placing a considerable quantity of brush-

wood before them, the whole nation departs from the village.

“The men scatter about in every direction, to reconnoitre
the country for enemies and game; but notwithstanding the
constant actiyity of the hunters, the people often endure se-
vere privation of food, previously to their arrival within
view of the bisons, an interval of fifteen or twenty days.

“On coming m sight of the herd, the hunters speak kind-
ly to their horses; applving to them the endearing pame of
father, brother, uncle, &c.; they petition them not to fear
the buflalos, butto run well, and keep close to them, but at
the same time to avoid being gored. The party havingap-
proached as near tothe herd as they suppose the animals
will permit, without taking the-alarm, they  halt, fo give the
pipe bearer an opportunity of smoking; which is considered
necessary to their success. He lights his pipe,and remains
a short time with his head inclined, and the stem of the pipe
extended towards the herd. - He then smokes, and pufisthe
smoke towards the buffalos, towards the heavens and the
earth, and finally to the cardinal points successively. These
last they distinguish by the terms, sunrise; sunset, cold coun-
try, and warm country;or they designate them collectively
by the phrase of the four winds.

“The ceremony of smoking being performed, the word for
starting is given by the principal chief. They immediately
separate into two bands, who passin full speed to the right

29
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and left, and performa considerableé circuit, with the object
of enclosing the herd, at a considerable interval between
them. They then close in upon the animals, and each man
endeavors to kill as many of them as his epportunity permits.

«Tt is upon this occasion, that the Indians display their
horsemanship, and dexterity in archery. . Whilst in fallrun,
they discharge the arrow with an aim of much certainty, so
thatit penetrates the body of the animal behind the shoul-
der. If it should not bury itself so deeply as they wish,
they are often known to ride up to the enraged animal and
withdraw it,  They observe the direction and depth to which
the arrow enters, in order to ascertain whether or not the
wound is mortal,of which they can judge with a considera-
ble degree of exactness; when a death wound is inflicted
the hunter raises a shout of exultation, to prevent others

from: pursuing the individual of which he considers himself

certain. He then passes on in pursuit of another, and so on
until his quiver is exhausted, or the game has fled beyond
his farther pursuit.

“The force of the arrow, when discharged by a dexter-
ous and athletic Indian, is very great, and we were even
eredibly informed, that under fayorable circumstances, it
has been known to passentirely through the body of a buf-
falo, and actually to fly some distance, or fall to the ground,
on the opposite side of the animal.’

“Notwithstanding the apparent confusion of this engage-
ment, and that the same animal is sometimes feathered by
arrows from different archers before he is despatched, or
considered mortally wounded, yet,as each man knows his
own arrows from all others, and can also estimate the na-
ture of the wound, whether it would produce a speedy death
tothe animal, quarrels respecting the right of property in
the prey seldom occur, and itis coasigned to the more for-
tunate individual, whose weapon penetrated the most vital
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part. The chace having terminated, each Indian can trace
back his devious route to the starting place, so as to recover
any small article he may have lost.

A fleet horse, well trained to hunt, runs at”the proper

distance, with the reins thrown upon his neck, parallel with
the buffalo, turns as he turns, and does not cease to exert his
speed until the shoulder of the animal is presented, and the
fatal arrow is implanted there. He then complies with the
motion of his rider, who leans to one side in order to direct
his cours to another buffalo. Such horses as these are re.
served by their owners exclusively for the chase, and are
but rarely subjected to the drudgery of carrying burdens.

“When the herd has escaped, and those that are only woun-
ded, or disabled, ‘are secured, the hunters proceed fo flay
and cutup the slain.

“Ryvery eatable part of the animal is carried to the camp,
and preserved, excepting the feet and the head, but the
brains are taken from the skull, for the purpose of dressing
the skin, or converting it into Indian leather.”

In descending the Ontonagon river, which fallsinto Lake
Superior, Mr, Schoolcraft says: “Our Indian guides stopped
on the east'side of the river to examine a bearfall that had
been previously set,and were overjoyed to find a large bear
entrapped. Asit was no great distance from the river, we
all landed to enjoy the sight.  The animal sat up on his
fore paws, facing us, the hinder paws being pressed to the
ground by a heavy weight of logs, which had been arranged
in such a manner as to allow the bear to creep under, and
when, by seizing the bait, he had sprung the trap, he could
not extricate himself, although with his forepaws he had de-
molished a part of the works. After viewing him for some
time, a ball was fired through his head, but did not kill him.
The bear kept his position, and seemed to grow] in defiance.
A second ball was aimed at the heart, and took effect; but he
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did not resign the contest immediately, and' was at last des-
patched with an axe. As soonas the bear fell, one of the
Indians walked up,and addressing him by the name of Muck+
wah, shook him by the paw with a smiling eountenance, say-
ing in the Indian language, he was sorry he had been under
the necessity of killing him, and hoped the offence would
be forgiven, particularly as Long-Knife* had fired one of the

balls.f

THEIR DANCES.

All their dances are distinguished by appropriate names,
such as the war dance—the scalp dance—the buffalo dance
—the begcgar’s dance, &c.

In M “I“* Long’s Journal, the beggar’s dance is thus de-
seribed; “About one hundred Ottoes, together with a depu-
tation of the Toway nation, who had been summoned by Ma-
Jor OFallon, (Indian agent for the government of the United
States,) presented themselves at pur camp. The principal
chiefs advanced before their people, and, upon invitation sea-
ted themselves. Aftera short interval of silence, Shonga-
Tonga, the Big horse, a large, portly Indian, of a command-
ing presence, arose, and said: ‘My father, your children
have eome to dance before your tent, agreeably to our cus-
tom of honoring brave or distinguished persons.’ After a
suitable reply from Maj. O’Fallon, the amusement of dan-
cing was commenced, by the striking up of their rude in-
strumental and vocal music, the former consisting of' a gong
made of a large keg, over one end of which a skin was
stretched, which was struck by a small stick; and another
instrument consisting of a stick of firm wood, notched like
asaw, over the teeth of which a smaller stick was rubbed
foreibly backward and forward. With these, rude as they
were, yery good time was preserved with the vocal perfors

+An American, {Schooleraft’s Journal, p: 183.
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mers, who sat around them; and by all the natives as they
sat, in the inflection of their bodies, or the-movernents of
their limbs.  After the lapse of a little time, three individu-

als leaped up, and danced around for a few minutes; then,

at a concerted signal from the master of ceremonies, the

music ceased and they retired to their seats, utlering-a loud
noise, which by patting the mouth rapidly with the-harnd,
was broken into a succession of gimilar sounds, somewhat
like the hurried barking of a dog. Several sets of dancers
succeeded, each terminating as the first. In the intervals
of the dances, a warrior would step forward and strike a flag
staff they had erected, with a stick, whip or other weapon,
and recount his martial deeds. This ceremony is called
astriking the post,”* and whateven is then said ‘may be re-
lied on as truth, being delivered in the presence of many 2
jealons warrior and witness, who could easily detect, and
swould immediately disgrace the striker, for exaggeration and
falsehood. This is called the beggar’s dance, during which
some presents are always expected by the performers; as
{obacco, whiskey or trinkets. But, on this occasion, as
one of. these articles were immediately offered, the amuse-
‘nent was not, at first. distinguished by much activity. The
master of ceremonies continually called aloud to them, to
exert themselves; but still they were somewhat dull and
backward. Ietan (the masterof ceremanies.) now stepped
forward, and lashed a post with his whip, declaring, that he
would thus punish those who would not dance. This threat
from one whom they had vested with authority for thisoc-
casion, had a manifest effect. upon his auditors, who were
presently highly wrought up, by the sight of two or three
little mounds of tobaceo twists, which were now laid before
them, and appeared to infuse new life, After lash'%ng the
post, and making his threat, Tetan went on to relate his mar=
+0f s an explunation wilEhereafter be given.
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tial exploits. He had stolen horses, seven or eight times;
from the Konzas; he had first struck the bodies of three of
that pation, slain in battle. He had stolen horses from the
Ietan nation, and had struck one of their dead. He had sto-
len horses from the Pawanees, and struck the body of one
Pawanee Loup. He had stolen horses several times from
the Omawhaws, and once from the Pimcas. e had struek
the bodies of two Sioux. On a war partyy in company with
the Pawanees, he had attacked the Spaniards, and penetra-
ted into one of their camps. The Spaniards, excepta man
and a boy, fled. He was ata distance before his party, and
was shot at, and missed, by the man, whom he immediately
shot down and struck. “This, my father,” said he, ‘is the on-
ly martial art of my life that1 amashamed of? After seve-
ral rounds of dancing, and of striking at the pest, the
Miaketa, or the little soldier, a war worn veteran, took his
turn to- strike the post.. He leaped actively about, and
strained his voice to the utmost pitch, while he pourtrayed
some of the scenes of blood in which he had acted.  He had
struck dead nodies of all the red nations around, Osages;
Konzas, Pawnee Loups, Pawnee Republicans, Grand Paw-
nees, Puncas, Omawhaws, Sioux, Paducas, La Plais, or
Baldheads, Ietans, Sacs, Foxes, and Ioways. Ie had struck
eight of one nation,seven of another, &e. He was procee-
ding with his account, when Ietan ran up to him, put his
hand upon his mouth, and respectfully led him to his seat.
This act was no trifling compliment, paid to the well known
brave. Itindicated,that he had still so many glorious acts
to speak of; that he would occupy so much time as to prevent
others from speaking, and put to shame the other warriors,
by the contrast of his actions with theirs.

“TPheir physical action is principally confined to leaping
a small distance from the ground, with both feet, the body
being slightly inclined; and, upon alighting, an additional
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slight, but sudden inclination of the body is made so as to
appear like a succession of jerks; or the feet are raised alter-
nately, the motions of the body being the same. Suchare
their movements, in which the whole party corresponds;but
in the figures, as they are termed,in our#ssembly rooms,
each individual performs a separate part, and each partis a
significant pantomimic narrative. In alltheir variety of ac-
tion, they are careful to observe the musical cadences, In
this dance, Ietan represents one who was in the act of steal-
ing horses. He carried a whip in his hand, as dida consid-
erable number of the Indians, and around his neck were
thrown several leathern thongs, for bridles, and halters, the
endsof which trailed upon the ground behind him. After
many preparatory manceuvres, he stooped down, and with
his knife, represented theact of cufting the hopples of hor-
ses; he then rode his tomahawlk, as children ride their broom-
sticks, making such use of his whip, as to indicate the ne-
eessity of rapid movement, lest his foes should overtake him,
Wa-sa-ba-jing-ga, or Little Black Bear, after a variety of ges-
tures, threw several arrows, in succession, over his head,

thereby indicating his familiarity with the flight of such mis-
siles: he, at the same time, covered his eyes with his hand,

to indicate that he was blind to danger.  Others represent:
ed their maneeuvres in battle, seeking their enemy, dischar-
ging at him their guns and arrows, &c. &e, Mosi of the
dancers were the p:mmpql warriors of the nation, men who
had not condescended to amuse themselves, or others;in this
manner. for years before; but they now appeared in honor
of the occasion, and to conc;lmte, in their best manner; the

“good will of the representative of the government of the

Big knives.*
“Among these veteran warriors, Ietan, or Shamonekussee,

Hashea, the Broken Arm, commonly called Cutnose, and
«Theappellation by which the Indinns distingush the whites of the U, States,
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Wasabajingi, or Little Black Bear, three youthful leaders;
in pariicularattracted our attention. In consequence of ha-
ving been appointed soldiers on this occasion to preserve or*
der, they were painted entirely black. ~ The countenance of
the former indicated mueh wit, and had, inits expression,
something of the character of that of Voltaire. Ie frequent-
ly excited the mirth of those about him by his remarksand
cestures. Hashea, called Cutnose,in consequence of hav-
ing lost the tip of his nose in a quarrel with Ietan, wore a
handsome robe of white wolf skin, with an appendage be-
hind him called a erow. This singular decoration is a large
cushion, made of the skin of a crow, stuffed with any light
material, and variously ornamented, = It has two decorated
sticks projecting from it upward, and a pendent one beneath.
This apparatus is secured upon the buttecks, by a girdle pas-
sinzround the body. The other actors in the scene were de-
corated with paints, of several colors, fantastically disposed
upon their persons.  Several were painted with ‘white clay,
which had the appearance of being grooved in many places.
This grooved appearance is given, by drawing the finger
nails over the part, so as to remove the pigment fromn thence,
in parallel lines.  'T'hese lines are either rectilinear, undula-
ted, orzigzag: sometimes passing over the forehead trans-
versely, or vertically ; sometimes in the same directions, or
obliquely overthe whole  visage, or upon the breast, arms,
&e.  Many were painted with red clay, in which the same
lines appeared. ~A number of them had the representafion
of a black hand, with outspread fingers, on different parts of
the body, strongly contrasted with the prineipal color with
which which the body was overspread; the hand wasdepict-
ed in different positions upon the face, breast, and back. The
faces of others were colored one half* black, and the other
white, &c. Many colored their hair with red clay ; but the
eyelids and base of the ears, were generally tinged with ver.

—— = a
. e e e et

[ i ——



APPENDIX, 845

million. At the conclusion of the ceremony, whiskey, which
they always expect on similar occasions, was produced, and
a small portion given to each. The principal chiefs of the
different nations, who had remained passive spectators of the
seene, now directed their people to return to their camp.
The word of the chiefs wasobeyed, except by a few of the
Toways, who appeared to be determined to keep their places,
notwithstanding the reiterated command of the chiefs. le-
tan now sprang towards them, with an expression of much
ferocity in his countenance, and if is probable, a fragic seene
would have been displayed, had not the chiefs requested him
to use gentle means, and thus he succeeded, after which the
chiefs withdrew.”*
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e < EMBASSIES.

Charlevoix says; “in their treaties for peace, and general-
ly, in all their negotiations, they discover a dexterity, and a
nobleness of sentiments, which would do honor to the most
polished nations.”f A specimen of the mode of negotiating
peace among the Missouri Indians, which I shall extract
from Major Long’s Journal, will, in a considrable degree,
sustain the foregoing remark of Charleyoix: it will also con-
vey an idea of the formalities observed on that occasion, with
greater accuracy, than any general observations.

“During the stay of ourdetached party at the Konza yil-
lage, several chief men of the nationxequested. Mr. Dough-
erty o lead a deputation from them, to their enemies the Ot-
toes, Missouris, and Ioways, then dwelling in one village, on
the Platte. Circumstances then prevented the gratification
of their wishes, but he gave them tfo understand, that if the
deputation should meet our party near Council Bluff, be
would probably then be authorized to bear them company :
on which they determined to send a party thither. Accor-
xVol. 1, page 153. {Charlevoix, p. 167.
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dingly,on the day preceding the arrival of our steam-boat at
the position chosen for our winter eantonment,a deputation
from the Konzas arrived for that purpose. It consisted of
six men, led by He-roch-che, or the Red War Eagle, one of
the principal warriors of the Konza nation.

“Mr. Dougherty having made their pacific mission to Ma-
jor O’Fallon, the latter expressed to them his cordial appro-
bation'ef their intentions, and the following day he despatch-
ed Mr. Dougherty -with them, to protectthem by his pres-
ence,on their approach to the enemy, and to assist them by
his mediation, in their negotiations, shouldit be found ne-
cessary.

“The distance to the Oto village is about twenty five miles;
o the journey over the prairies, they espied an object ata
distance, which was mistaken for & man, standing upon an
eminence. The Indians immediately halted, when Heroch-
che addressed them, with the assurance that they must put
their trust in the Master of Life, and in their leaders; and

observed that;having journeyed thus far on their business,

they must not return until their purpose was accomplished;
thatif'it was their lot to die, no event could save them; ‘we
have set out, my braves,” said he, ‘to eat of the Otoes vict-
uals, and we must do so or die;’ the party then proceeded
onward. The Indians are always very cautious when ap-
proaching an enemy’s village, on any occasion, and this par-
ty well knew that their enterprize was full of danger.

“In a short time they were again brought to a halt, by the
appearance of a considerable number of men and horses,
that wer advancing towards them. After some consultation
and reconnoitering, they sat down upon the ground, and light-
ing the peace pipe, or calumet, Herochche directed the stem
of it towards the object of their suspicion, saying, ‘smoke
friend, or foe,’ he then directed it towards the Oto village,

- |-a-e'¢,_-.l|mf‘> :_.!m,

ST e ——

R e

b RN

T p——
i —= i S

T -

-



e ) py i

APPENDIX, 347

towards the white people, towards heaven, and the earth
successively. _

"The strangers, however, proved to be drovers, with cattle
for the troops, on their way to Council Bluff.

In consequence of being thus detained, it was late in the
afternoon when the party arrived at the Platte river, andas
they had still eighteen miles to travel, and it was indispensa-

ble to their safety that they should reach the village before
dark, Mr. Dougherty urged his horse rapidly forwards. The
Indians, who were all on foot, ran the whole distance, halt-
ing but twice, in order to cross the Elk Horn and Platte riv-
ers, although one of them was upwards of sixty years of
age, and three of the others were much adyanced in years,

As they drew near the Oto village, they were discover-
ed by some boys who were collecting their” horses together
for the night, and who, in a telegraphic manner, communica-
ted intelligence of their approach, to the people of the vil-
lage, by throwing their robes into the air.

“The party was soon surrounded by the inhabitants, who
rushed towards them, riding, and running with the greatest
impetuosity, The greatest confusion reigned for. some time
the Otoes shouting, hallooing and screaming, whilst their
Konza visiters lamented aloud. Shaumonekusse soon ar-
rived, and restored a degree of order, when the business of

the mission being made known ina few words, the Konzas
were takenup, behind some of the horsemen, and conveyed
as rapidly as possible, to the lodge of Shongotongo, lest per-
sonal violence should be offered them on the way. They did
not, however, escape the audible maledictions of the squaws,
as they passed, but were stigmatized as wrinkled-faced old
men, with hairy chins, and ugly faces, and flat noses.

%A fier running this species of gauntlet, they were quiet
ly seated in the lodge, where they were. sure of protection.

A squay, . however, whose husband had been recently killed
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by the Konzas, rushed into to the lodge, with the intention
of seeking vengeance by killing one of the ambassadors on
the'spot. She stood suddenly before Herochche, and seem-
ed a very demon of fury. She caught hiseye,and at the in-
stant, with all her strength, she aimed a blow at his breast
with a large knife, which was firmly grasped in her right
hand, and which she seemed confident of sheathing 1a his
heart. At that truly hopeless moment, the countenance of
the warrior remained unchanged, and even exhibited no emo-
tion whatever; and when the knife approached its destination
with the swiftness of lightning, his eye stood firm, nor were
its lids seen to quiver; so far from recoiling, or raising his
arm to avert the blow, that he evenrather protudedhis breast
to meet that death which seemed inevitable, and which was
only averted by the sudden interposition of thearm of one
of her nation, that received the weapon to the very bone.

“Thus foiled in her attempt, the squaw was gently led out
of the lodge,and no one offered her violence, or even harsh
~reproof.  No further notice was taken of this transaction by
either party.

“Food wasthen, as usual, placed before the strangers,
und soon after a warrior entered with a pipe, which he held
whilst Herochche smoked, saying ina' loud voice, ‘you tell
us you wish for peace; [ say, I will give you a horse; let us
see which of us will be the liar, youor1,’ The horse was
presented to him.

“The evening, and much of the night, were passed in
friendly conversation respecting the events of the five years’
war, which they had waged with each other.

“On the following morning; the Konzas were called to
partake of the hospitality of different lodges, whilst the prin-
cipalmen of the village were assembled in council, to delib-
erate upon the subject of coneluding a peace.

“At noon, the joint and grand council was held in Crenier’s

e T, e —— e — — — —
e




APPENDIX, 349

lodge. The Otoes, Missouris, and Toways took their seats
around the apartment, with the Konzas in the centre. He-
rachehe, ywhose business it was first to speak, holding the
howl of the calumet in his hand, remained immoveable for
the space of three-fourths of an hour, when he arose, point-
ed the stem of the calumet towards each of the three nations
successively, then towards heaven, and the earth, after which
he stretched out his arm, with the palm of the hand towards
each of the members in succession. He then proceeded to
shake each individual by the hand,after which he returned
to his place, and renewed the motion of the hand as hefore.

“faying performed all these introductory formalities, he
stood firm and erect, though perfectly easy and unconstrain-
ed,and witha bold expression of countenance, lond voice,
and emphatical gesticulation, he thus addressed the coun-
cil:—

¢ {Tathers, brothers, chiefs, warriors, and brave men—
You are all greatmen: I am a poor, obscure individual. It
has, however, become my duty to inform you, that the chiefs
and warriors of my nation, sometime ago, held a council for
the purpose of concerting measures to terminate amicably
the cruel and unwelcome war thathasso long existed between
us, and chosen me, all insignificant as Tam, to bring you
this pipe which I hold in my hand. L have visited your vil-
lage, that, we might all smoke from the same pipe, and eat
from the same howl, with the same spaon, in token of our
future union in friendship.

« ¢On approaching your village, my friends and relatives,
I thought I had not long to live. Iexpected that you would
kill me and these poor men who have followed me. Butl
received encouragement from the reflection, thatif it should
be my lot to die to-day, 1 would not have to die to-morro¥,
and I relied firmly upon the Master of Life.

« Nor was this anticipation of death unwarranted by
30
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precedent: youmay recollect, that five winters ago, six war-
riors of my nation came to you, as I have now done, and that
vou killed them all but one, who had the good fortune toes-
cape. This circumstance was vivid in my memory when I
yesterday viewed your village in the distance; said I, those
warriors who preceded me in the attempt to accomplish this
desirable ebject, although they were greater and more brave
than 1, yet they were killed by those whom they came to
conciliate, and why shall I not share their fate? if so, my
bones will bleach neartheirs. If, on the contrary, I should
escape death, I will isit the bones of my {riends. The ol-
dest of my followers here, was father-in-law to the chief of
those slaughtered messengers; he is poor and infirm, and has
followed us with difficulty; his relatives also are poor, and
have been long lamenting the loss of the chief you killed. I
hope you will haye pity on him, and give him mockasins
(meaning a horse) to return home with, for he cannot walk.
Two or three others of my companions are also in want of
mockasins for their journey homeward.

« <My friends, we wish for peace, and we are tired of war;
There is a large tract of country intervening between us,
from which, as it is so constantly trayersed by our respec-
tive hostile parties, we cannot either of us kill the gamein
security, to furnish our traders with peltries, I wish to see
2 large level road over that country, connecting our villages
together, near which no one can conceal himself in orderto
kill passengers, and that our squaws may be enabled to visit
from village to village insafety, and not be urged by fear to
cast off their packs and betake themselvesto the thickets,
when they see any person on the route, Our nations have

\made peace frequently, buta peace has not been of long du-
ration, 1 hope, however, that which we shall now establish,
will continue one day, two days, three days, four days, five
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days. My friends! whatT have told youistrue; I was not
sent here to tell you lies. That izall T have tosay.?

«Herochche then lit his pipe, and presented Lh?e stem to
the brother of the Crenier, Wa-sac-a-ru-ja, or he who eats
raw, who had formerly been his intimate friend. ~The lat-
ter held the end of the stem in his hand, whilst he looked He-
rochche fullin the face for a considerable space of time.
At length, he most emphatically asked, ‘is all true that you
haye spoken? The other, striking himself repeatedly and
foreibly upon the breast, answered with a loud voice, ‘Yes,
+ is all trath that Thave spoken? Wasacaruja, without any
further hesitation, accepted the proffered pipe, and smoked,
whilst Herochehe eourteously held the bowl of it in his hand;
the later warrior then held it in succession to each member
of council, who respectively took a whifFor two, after which
the pipe itself was presented to Wasacaruja, to retain.

]t is impossible to convey an adequate idea of the ener-
gy and propriety with which this speech was delivered, or
of the dignity and self-possession of the speaker. Before he

mimenced, he hesitated, and looked around upon his ene-
in order to trace in the lineaments of their
eir feelings towards him.

€o
mies, probably
countenances, the expressions of th
He then began his address, by raising his voice atonce to its
full intonation, producing a truly powerful effect upon the
ear, by a contrast with the deep and long continued silence
He was at no loss for subject or for words;

which preceded it.
to the close of his speech, like

but proceeded right on wards
a full-flowing, impetuous stream.

“Wasacaruja,in consequence of having first accepted of
the calumet, was now regarded as responsible for the sincer-
ity of his friend Herochche. He therefore arose, and thus
addressed the ambassador:—‘My friend! I am glad to see
you on such an occasion as the present, and to hear that
your voice is for peace. A few winters ago, when we Were
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in friendship with each other, | visited your village, and you
gave me all your people, saying that all the Konzas were
mine. But it was not long afterwards, as we hunted near
your country, that vou stole our horses,and killed some of
out people, dlldl cannot but believe that the same course
will be again pursued. Ney ertheless, I shall again repair to
the same place of which I have spoken, this autumn, for the
purpose of hunting, and in the spring I will again visit your
towi, You observed that you were d;]})lt,hu]“l\{‘ of being
killed as you approached our village, and you most probably
would have been so, coming as you did, late in the evening,
and without the usual formality of sending a messenger to
apprize us of your approach, had you not been accompanied
by the Big Knife, with whom you are so well acquainted.
Butwe have now smoked together, and I hope that the peace
thus established may long continue. -~ You say that you are
in want of mockasins; we will endeayor to give you one or
two for your journey home. That isall Thave to say.?

«Herochche then apologized for his unceremonious en-
trance into the village, by saying, that he knew it was cus-
tomary tosend forward a runner, on such an occasion, and
he should have done so, but his friend the Big Knife, whom
he had previously consulted with that view, told him that he
had full eonfidence in the magnanimity of the Otoes.

&Thus the ceremony was concluded, and peace restored

between the two natians,”®

WAR EXTEDITIONS.

In this number we shall give a few striking instances of

the dexterity and address, as well asthe devoted courage,
which frequently distinguish their conduet in war.

“In the year 1763, Detroit, containing a British garrison
of three hundred men, commanded by Major Gludwj-.'n, was

+Long’s Journal, vol. 1, p. 310.
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hesieged by a confederacy of Tndian tribes under Pontiac,
an Ottoway chief, who displayed such a boldness in his de-
signs, such skill in negotiation, and such personal courage in
war, as to justify us in considering him one of the greatest
men who have ever appeared among the Indian tribes of
North America. He was the decided and constant enemy of
the British Government, and excelled all his contempora=
ries in both mental and bodily vigor. His conspiracy for
making himself master of the town of Detroit, and destroy-
ing the garrison, although frustrated, is a master-piece a-
mong Indian stratagems; and his victory over the British
troops at the battle of Bloody Bridge, stands unparu'llelcd n
the history of Indian wars, for the decision and steady cour-
age by whichit was, in an open fight, achieved.

«As, at the time above mentioned, every appearance of
war was atan end, and the Indians seemed to be on a friend-
ly footing, Pontiac approached Detroit, without exciting any
suspicions in the breast of the Governor, or the inhabitants.
He encamped at a little distance from it,and letthe com-
mandant know thathe was come to trade; and being  desi-
rous of brightening the chain of peace between the English
and his nation, desired that he and his chiefs might be ad-
mitted to hold & council with him, The Governor, still un-

i the least doubting the sincerity of the

suspicious, and not
and fixed on the next

Indian, granted their General’s request,
morning for their reception.

“On the evening of that day, an Indian woman who. had
been appointed by Major Gladwyu to make a pair of Indian
shoes, out of a curious elkskin, brought them *home, The
Major was soO pleased with them, that, intending these as 2
present for a friend, he ordered her to take the remainder
back, and male it into others for himself. ~ He then direct-
od his servant to pay ker for those she had done, and dismis-
sed her. 'The woman went o the doorthatled to the street,
30%
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but no further; she there loitered about as if she had not fin<
ished the business on whichshe came. A servant atlength
observed her, and asked her why she staid there? she gave
him, however, no answer.

“Some short time after, the Governor himself saw her,
and enquired of his servant what occasioned her stay. Not
being able to get a satisfactory answer, he ordered the wo-
man to becalled in. Whenshe came into his presence, he
desired to know what was the reason of her loitering abouts
and not hastening home before the gates were shut, that she
might complete in due time the work he had given her todo.
She told him, aftermuch hesilation, that as he had always
behaved with great goodness towards her, she was unwilling
totake away the remainder of the skin, because he put so
great a walue uponit; and yet had not been able to prevail
upoen herself to tell him so.. He then asked her why she was
more reluctant. to do so now than she had been when she
made the former pair. With increased reluetance she an-
swered, that she should never be able to bring them back.

“His curiosity being now excited, he insisted on her dis-
closing the secret that'seemed to be struggling in her bosom
for utterance. At last, on receiving a promise that the intel-
ligence she was about to give him should not turn to her pre-
judice, and thatif it appeared to be beneficial she should be
rewarded forit, she informed him, that at the council to be
held with the Indians the -following day, Pontiac and his
chiefs intended to murder him; and. after having massacred
the garrison and inhabitants, to plunder the town. That for
this purpose, all the chiefs who were to be admitted into the
council room had cut their guns short, sothat they could
congeal them under their blankets; with which, on a signal
gived by their general, on delivering the belt, they were all to
rise up, and instantly to fire on him and his attendants. Hav-
ing etfected this, they were immediately to rush into the
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town; where they would find themselves supported by a great
number of their warriors, that were to come into it during
the sitting of the council under the pretence of trading, but
priv{ately armed in the same manner. = Having gained from
the woman every necessary particular relative to the plot,
and also the means by which she acquired a knowledge of
them, he dismissed her with injunctions of secrecy, and a
promise of fulfilling on his part with punctuality the'engagc-
ments he had entered into. :

“The intelligence the Governor had just received gave
him great uneasiness: and he immediately consulted the ofF-
cer who was next him in command on the subject. But this
gentleman, considering the information asa story invented
for some artful purpose, advised him to pay no attention to
it. " This conclusion, however, had happily, no weight with
him. He thought it prudent to conclude it to be true, till he
was convinced that it was not so; and therefore, without re-
vealing his suspicions to any other person, he tock every
needful precaution thatthe time would admit of. He walked
around the fort the whole night, and saw himself] that eve-
ry sentinel was upon duty, and every weapon of defence in
proper order.

“As he traversed the ramparts that lay nearest to the In-
dian camp, he heard them in high festivity, and little ima-
gining that their plot was discovered, probably pleasing
themselves with the anticipation of their success. As soon
as the morning dawned, he ordered all the garrison under
arms, and then imparting his apprehension to a few of the
principal officers, gave them such directions as he thought
necessary. At the same time he sent round to all the tra-
ders, to inform them, that as it was expecteda great number
of: Indians would enter the town that day, who might be in-
clined to plunder, he desired they would have their arms rea-
dy, and repiel any attempt of that kind.
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“Ahont' ten o'clock, Pontiac and his chiefs arrived, and
were conducted to the council chamber, where the governor
and his principal officers, each with pistols in his belt,await-
ed his arrival.  As the Indians passed on, they could not
help sbserving that a greater number of troops than usual
were drawn up on the parade, or marching about. No soon-
er were they entered and seated on the skins prepared for
them, than Pontiac asked the Governor, on what occasion
his young men, meaning the soldiers, were thus drawn up and
parading the streets? He rececived for answer, that it was
only intended to keep them perfect in their exercise.

«The Indian chief-warrior now began his speech which
contained the strongest professions of friendship and good
will, towards the English: and when he came to the delive-
ry of the belt of wampum, the particular mode of which,
according to the woman’s information, was to be the signal
for the chiefs to fire, the governor and all his attendants drew
their swords half way out of their scabbards;and the sol-
diers at the same instant made a clattering with theirarms
before the doors, which had been purposely left open. Pon-
tiac, though one of the bravest of men, immediately turned
pale and trembled; and instead of giving the belt in the man-
ner proposed, delivered it according to the usual way. His
chiefs, who had impatiently expected the signal, looked at
each other with astonishment,but continued quiet, waiting
the result.

«Tlie governor, in his turn, made a speech, but instead of
thanking the great warrior for the professions of friendship
he had just uttered, he accused him of being a traitor. He
told him that the English, whoknew every thing, were con-
vineed of his treachery and villainous designs; and asa proof
that they were acquainted withhis most seeret thoughts and
intentions, he stepped towards an Indian chief that sat near-

est to him, and drawing aside the blanket, discovered ihe
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shartened firelock. This entirely disconcerted the Indians,
and frustrated their design.

“He then continued to tell them, that as he had' given his
word at the time they desired anaudience, that their persons
should be safe, he would hold his promise inviolable, though
thev so little deserved it. However, he desired them tomake
the best of their way out of the fort, lest bis young men, on
being acquainted with their treacherous purposes, should
cut every one of them to pieces.

“Pontiac endeavored to contradict the accusation, and to
make excuses for his suspicious conduct; but the governor,
satisfied of the falsity of his protestations, would not listen
to him,  The Indians immediately left the fort; but in-
stead of being sensible of the governor’s generous behavior,
they threw off’ the mask, and the next'day made a regular
attack upon it.”

Major Gladwyn has not escaped censure for this mistaken
lenity : for probably had he kept a few of the principal chiels
prisoners, whilst he had them in his power, he might have
been able to haye brought the whole confederacy to terms,
and prevented a war. But he atoned for his oversight, by
the gallant defence he made for more than a year, amidst a
variety of discouragements.

“During that period some very smart skirmishes happened
between the besiegers and garrison, of ‘which the following
was the principal and most bloody. Capt. Delzel, a braye
officer, prevailed on the governor to give him the command
of about two hundred men, and to permit him toattackthe
enemy’s camp.  This being complied with, he sallied: from
the town before daybreak; but Pontiae, receiving from some
of his swifi-footed warriors, who were conkl‘mtlv employed
in watching the motions of the garrison, timely intelligenca
of their design, collected the choicest of his troops, and met
the detachment at some distance from his camp, near @ place
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cince called Bloody-bridge. As the Indians were vesily su-
perior in number, to Capt. Delzel’s party, he was soon over-
powered and driven back, Being now nearly surrounded.
he made a vigorous effort to regain the bridge he had just
crossed, by which alone he could find a retreat: butin doing
this he lost his life, and many of his men fell with him.
However, Major Rogers, the second in command, assisted
by Licutenant Braham, found means to draw off the shatter-
od remains of their little army, and conducted them into the
fert.

«Then considerably reduced, it was with difficulty the Maj.
could defend the town notwithstanding which, he held outa-
gainst the Indians till he was relieved; as after this they
made but few attacks upon the place, and only continued to
blockade it.

“The Gladwyn schooner arrived about this time near the
towr, with a reinforcement and necessary supplies. But be-
fore this vessel could reach the place of its destination, it
was most vigorously attacked by a detachment from Ponti-
ac’s army. The Indians surrounded itin their canoes, and
made great havoc among the crew.

“Atlength, the captainof theschooner, witha considerable
number of his erew being killed; and the savages beginning
to climb up the sides from every quarter, the Lieutenant be-
ing determined that the stores should not fall into the ene-
my’s hands, and seeing no alternative, ordered the gunner to
set fire to the powder room and blow the ship up. This or
der was on the point of being executed, when a chief of the
Huron’s who understood the English language, gave out to
his friends the intention of the commander. On receiving
this intelligence, the Indians hurried down the sides of the
ship with the greatest precipitation, and got as far from it as
possible; while the commander immediately took advantage
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