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The present generation knaws but little of actual
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ke 1t appear as thoneh the old davs of

American slavery wer 'I':I':'_'iilf'-';l;l. davs to be desired,

to surround the Institution with a glamouar as thougl

IL possessed great ntrinsic merits of value to hoth
FILCES. But we believe that any system ol f|=.l||:!.':
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sSlayvery 1s .':|".'.::'L‘~ decradinge botn To the master and the

slave. 1ips of my slave life were nothing i

actual experience as a slave are eciven, not for th

l'l'ill[!:i‘.'i‘-tlll with many. and the followi oes 0of My

purpose ot casting rellections upon those who favored

the ]:'.-‘.;l'!'.lé-.'r.’l. but to eive to the world a knowledei

of the subject tl no eloguence mav ever make the

same |l:=||: ao:ain possible
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SLAVERY DAYS IN OLD KENTUCKY.

CHAPTER L
IN THE BEGINNING.

So many people have inquired as to the particulars
of my slave life and seemingly listened to the same
with interest, that I bave concluded to give the story

In this form.

[ was born in the State of Kentucky in 1844. When
I first came to a knowledge of myself 1 was a child

farm located on the banks

ving with my ||.-|!'1-|Ji-= on i

of (zreen river in my native State. The family at that

time consisted of my father, Richard Yeager, my

mother, Jane, an older brother. Lounis, a vounger
brother, Ambrose, and later on another brother,
lddie. [ was next to Louis in .00, Here we lived a

happy and contented family, and prosperous beyond
most of the farmers in that section of the State. For

reasons that will appear hefore .'Ew end 1s |'1-;h'||--|| 1y

sur-name 18 the maiden name of !1:_\ mother. As 1
||"'§‘\ }':|"|\ Lo 'r:_\ i“"\il""'l: '|:|‘;"- ! (A0 =0 ‘.Il-'f" |'||.L.
mother was an intellicent woman, considering her
station in life, and it is from her. and Iy paterna

uncles in after years, I learned as to my ancestry.

\I.\ '_;"‘:Llj-i.";lij',n-l' Was a1 [!';'-:'.‘|J}:".fl‘ NaImned (rriftin
‘T“‘.t-_"l".‘. ;|J=-i I'| i:!'c:‘!:w';'« were v!;---:_---u’: n I '~:|j.".!r|-
ous vocation of the Slave Trade. 'heir business was

( '.l| nesroes




o SLAVERY DAYS IN OLD KENTUOKY.

oet them and sell them as slaves in the United States.
My mother was stolen by these people from the island
of Madagascar in the year 1540. She was brought to
America and given to my grandfather who concluded
she would make a good servant. He gave her the
name of Jane and kept her till he died, which was
soon after.

By the terms of grandfather’s will, Jane was

hequeathed to his eldest son Richard, commonly known

as Dick Yeager. Dick also received by the will other

personal property, and, equipped with cows, sheep,
horses and some farmine utensils. he took Jane and
moved onto the farm referred to on Green river. He

used Jane in all respects as a wife and she, in her

innocence, a;rispuq'u] she was such. [ well remember
their little house. It was about twenty feet by sixteen
with a nine foot celline. It had llr||_\ one outside door
and two windows. The house was divided into two

rooms, a kitchen and bed room. A fireplace occupied

the foundation being large flat

a part of omne en

"

stones on which the cookine was done. Their furniture

was limited as well as their cooking utensils, but these
were suflicient for their wants, and on the whole it

was a happy home. They at first had no neighbors

nearer than ten miles. They worked together in
harmony, she taking the lead in the house and he in the
field, where she often assisted him. The first year

they raised such vegetables as they needed but these

brought no money. They then commenced raising
tobacco and hogs. Their first erop of tobacco brought
i]lq‘lli '-‘j-“'iﬂl.lll 'm l':lrd[[. but 1};" ||||;_"-1 :!” ‘[ii'ei_ rHH'I\ wernre
so encouraged by the tobacco crop that they devoted
all their energey to this !:[':uill\'f lhw*.'n-;l.!'ic-r‘_ ancl in
time 1|11'_\' became the leadine tobaceo erowers. Other
none of whom owned

people soon came as neighbors
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slaves. The new comers disapproved of and freely
talked about Yeager and his manner of living with a
slave and raising children by her. This talk resulted
in social ostracism of the Yeager family notwithstanding
he was more prosperous than any of them. Y eaver
felt the social cut keenly and concluded to sell out and

leave that l»:.“.'? of the country. He .'ll‘i'-rl.'-iih:'||\' adver-

tised his farm and stock for sale. At this time his
children were aged as follows: Louis was nine years
of ace, Isanc (mvself) was seven, Ambrose five and

Eddie was two. The sale took place. He retained
the horses which were taken to the New Orleans
market, leay ill_'_;' the I';Jlni]‘\' |]II!'EIJ_:;' his absence. Here
we remained waiting patiently his return, till about
two moniths thereatter, when the sheriff came and tool
us all to Bardstown in Nelson county, about two days
journey eastward, and here we were placed in the

negro pen for the night.

CHAPTER 1L
THE AUCTION SALE.

The next morning, to our astonishment, a crowd

1 . . 1 - I
vathered and took turns examining us. What it all

§

meant we could not i[||;|!i]5-' :,|| |_¢1||':-. WS J|'|| ol

about ten o’clock. l||;!m-l| on the auction bloek and the

aunctioneer eried ot ¢ How mueh do 1 hear for this
nigger!”  Allow me to say here, it was only the
5 a,|_;'.'i".‘ andl low .'-.|1']'-~ who used the term ¢¢ I!i'_",'__"f'!'_”
1 i 1 . 1 1
]-?ll’-'Il'|f":'l'i.".‘-*i"-,'l!'..'_';—~-',\||f,l'1|'; 11S 18 Nesroes or colored
1-1J||\-_ HH' ;|:|.-:in,!|-,---|' |'<1|>‘.|::I;f.-.! . CI'V TOT . . AR
[ 1 wrey W | 1 VA e g | I 14+ » )y
OIS was at last sodd for eieht huand ec dollars. |5
this time we had taken in the situation, and it seemeil

15 1.‘-.m|;_"r| Iy
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despair 1 hope I may never again witness. We
children knew somethine terrible was heinge done, but
were not old enough to fully understand.

Then the auctioneer called for Isaac and I was led

1 Fidis - - T . . i
onut, tng aucliionesr sayving, ** lell'-‘ 15 i!i‘l‘i'!ll!]‘a. :1,']I1|['-

men, I must sell them all before night ; how much do
I hear for this niceer!’® We were instructed before
hand that we must answer all questions put to us by

ke \L'I'H. H'l['_" and "\I‘. ~'l['.“ | was :I“‘~L'|"| it I had ever

heen '\\1Li!‘|ll‘-|. or wi-'i. or il:l=|. had ”It‘ in.lii::i"}l". andl
similar questions to all of which I answered. He then
cried for bids, The first bid was four hbundred dollars.
This was cradually raised until I was struck ofl for
seven hundred dollars, and sold to William Madinglay,
who came forward and said: ** Come along with me,
boy, vou belong to me.” I said to him: * Let me
() :L]1|| =0 Jtll\' HIII]}Il'l"H “t answered me c'I'l}:~r-]|\'I
““ Come along with me, T will train you without yonr
mother’s help.”™ I was taken one side and chained to
a post as though I had been a horse. | remained
hitched to this post till late in the afternoon.

'i”:u' next one sold was Ambrose. [ could not see
him, but I could hear the auctioneer erying for hids
and my little four year old brother was sold for five
hundred dollars to William Murphy.

The next to be set up was my mother and our little
Dhalry |n:_\ Fiddie. To the cry for bids no one I"~.'-—l'llll-'lll'u|.
for some time and it looked for awhile that they were
Lo escape heing sold. But some one called out: “Put
them nup separately.™ Then the ery was: ¢“How
much do I hear for the woman without the baby?”
I'he first bid was eicht hundred dollars, and this was
oradually raised till she was sold for eleven hundred

T e
LOLLATS
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The next sale was of Eddie, 1y little brother whom
we all loved so mueh, he was sold for two hundred

a very short

dollars. to one John Hunter. Thus, i1
time, our happy family was scattered, without even
the |.'!"!'»::||'l_1'1- of “-fll\-lil:' 1L H-Jlni l'.”' 40 l‘.'t!'|] nliu.‘!'. and
never .-|_\_";1:,1: to be seen, at least so far as I was

concerned.

CHAPTER IIL
MY NEW HOME.

[Late in the afternoon my new master put me into a
wagcon and took me over very rough and hilly roads to
his home about five miles distant, on a farm located on
the bank of Beech Fork river. We reached this home
of William .‘\lrlnl:_li:'|'.r_\ ahout ten o’clock at ||i-_"h[. His
wife, one child, and ]'r'*-‘.'!‘. a slave. constituted his
family, and I made one more.

On reachine the place, Madinglay called loudly:
“‘ Peter!”* This individual soon appeared, saving:
¢ Yes, sir, Master!” He was then asked:

¢ Have you put in feed for the horses? ™

““Yes, sir, Master!”

III

Turnine to me he said: ““Come alone with me.”

We went to the kitchen and there we mel his wife
at the door when she asked: ““ What have you there,
William?

His answer was: “Oh. I have a little |ml\' here for
“n:rl.'_”

‘‘Indeed, you have a bright little fellow,” she
J'l‘|u|i"'l.

He then said: ¢ This is one of the Yeaver nigoers
we saw advertised for sale at auetion.’

"J \i1'1‘J,".:"!' :'||' i-» not a \:..".'\ |]I;|f'l -1!,-1:'r_'-| One
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“No, wife, he isn't, you see he is one of those
pumpkin seed nigeers from the mountains.”

««Oh Bill! what makes you talk that way ? I think
he will make a rood servant.™ .

His reply was: ¢“1 reckon he will when he gets
that black snake around him a couple of times.” (He
referred to the raw hide whip. )

“William, 1 ll“j’t' he will not need that at all, 1
don’t think he 1s as *lll]Jinl as Peter.”

*¢Oh well, Margaret, I don’t mind if he is stupid, I
can train him, there is nothing like the black snake for
stupidness. ™

[ had never heard such talk before, and I hune 1y
head and began to cry when she said: Oh Bill, don’t
seare the l'”.\' 1O |||'.'|'|]i, I think he will be a ;‘u(:.l l"’."‘"

Master then commanded: v Stand up there and
stralghten up, let your Mistress see what kind of a
hoy you are, she hasn’t half seen you yet.”’

She brought a lamp from the shelf and carefally

looked me over, after which she said: “ Oh what

nice little lad, and what a nice suit he has on!”’

“‘Oh yes, wife, up on the mountains they don’t know
how to work the II.I_'_""“"l'|“-‘ but 1T will teach him how to
work. The idea of a nigeer with a suit on him like
that !  Wait till I eet a suit on him, I’ll show him how
(K0 .\l.‘!'|\.“

She then asked: ¢ What is vour name?”

¢ Jsane,” 1 answered.

“*That’s a nice little name. Take off your hat, put
it on the chair and sit down in the corner.™
[ took ofl 1) hat and coat and looked for a ||||.;::-|- to

hane them, as [ had been aceustomed to tlo 1 our old

home, but found none. I laid them on the litf

¢ hundle

had with me and walked over to the corner of the
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fireplace and sat on the floor. Peter came in and

Master asked: ¢ Have you got your chores all done?”

¢ Yes, sir, Master.”

“Did you go to the mill to-day? ™

‘“Yes, sir. Master.”

“ Did you bring a load of meal home !”’

‘¢ Yes. sir, Master.™

«¢Is there plenty of wood at the still £”

“t Yes, sir, Master.”

“* Do you know if they are going to grind tomorrow?”
““ Yes, sir, Master, dey’s going to grind tomorrow.”

After Master and his wife had eaten their supper,

which econsisted of mush and milk, she broucht us a

pan of the same for our supper, after which Master
saldd: s Pater, this is a little IJ-I_L:'_'_I-;{‘ who is to }lt'[ll
you in your work, he is green, but you must teach
him.” Mistress then Drought an old quilt saying:

**This i1s a quilt for your bed tonight, you and Peter

#an sleep together, he will show vou.”
Peter also had an old quilt, we laid one down and

took the other for a cover, our bed beinge the floor.

Oh, what a change! The sicht of Peter set me
nearly crazv. All he wore was a long tow shirt, a
cloth eap and no shoes, It did not take him long to
turn in as he had nothine to take off. I took ofl my

shoes, socks, pants and coat, and then looked around
to see what he had for a |--:||H\\ and found he had none,
but was curled up like a snake. I sat there for hours
thinking of my mother, brothers and father until I
was nearly wild with the change that had come,
i |I;l|l_'__'""i\ from a iJiIirltl_'l' i}euiiu,' to he |,,-.i'-| .'r' £l .|n-_;'_ .'lHlj

pretty mean one at that. I wondered if 1 should
ever see my |'!'l'].‘|l' a0, [ little dreamed then what

I

| afterwards learned. that my own father had bhrought

all this chanoe to us, that we were sold by his orders
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;:Itl] the ?EI!'l'l‘ Hlnll*:lirl| [il!"ﬁ't’ hundred de H.-|;'v- we were
sold for went into his pockets less the expenses of the
sale. He

American slavery made possible. That is the SDivine

1acd sold his own flesh and blood. That is w hat

institution™ we have heard so much about, the corner-

«tone of the ]_\T';r[n.\-\:‘-| Confederacv. Isitanv wonder the

Sountherners were defeated with such an ineubus around
their necks, dragging them down to a condition lower

than their slaves, making them human demons! Do

you wonder that when freedom came to me 1 preferred
the maiden name of my sainted mother to the name of
my father? In my ignorance of the true situation I
mourned for him in common with my mother and

hrothers, and sat throueh that night bewildered, until
tired nature forced me to lie down. 1 took my little
bundle for a pillow, wrapped the quiit about me, not
to sleep but rather to dream and wonder what terrible
[l|']|]_:' }:;:ii ]r:t||]n't||'ui Lo I!'j_\.' dear f':|1||i'i'_ o | then

thought of him, to bring all this misfortune upon us

[ tried to console myself with the thought that there

must be some hereafter when we could all meet again

sometime. The night wore away at last but I had had

no rest. Then I heard the mournful voice of Master

calling :  ¢¢ Peter, Peter, are you awake?”
¢ Yes. sir. Master.”
¢« Make the fire in the kitehen and in here.”
¢ Yes, sir. Master.”
¢t Brine Isane, the lad. and show him what to do.™

‘¢ Yes, sir, Master.”

“ Take him with vou to do the chores.™

¢ Yes, sir. Master.”’

¢¢ Peter then told me to bringe some water while he
split some wood for the Mistress. [ asked where I
would get the water

[|g» «.;|i.[: L Spn -|,'[1 tree down 'iil.’"' $12
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I said ¢ Yes.”

He said, ¢ You o0 Lo

at tree, when you get dare
yvou see nuther tree uther side dat tree, and when you
oot dare vou’ll see

ittle orass uther side dat tree. and
uther side dat erass dare is hig hole and dat is whare
e water is.”’

[ went but failed to find **de hie hole,” and he

upbraided me, saying: “ You nice nigeer! can’t fin

when it’s bin dare lone while. long fore I

dat wel
omed here and you can’t fin it!”

He took the ]1:|if and showed me the well. \fter
we returned he asked: ¢ Do you tink you can fin dat

well now! "

| .a::::-'l_ “i I:Hsrl]g'h'l I cotli

.7 and he sent me for
inother pailful while he carried in the wood after
which we were to have something to eat.

We went into the house and Mistress asked : ¢ Peter,
have you done all the chores ™

‘Yes, mam!” said Peter, and we then sat on the
floor, Peter in one corner of the fireplace and I in the
other: here we sat until Master and Mistress had
finished their breakfast when she brouecht nus our mush
A I I||ii|\ onee more.

Master then came and said, *‘Peter!”

‘Yes, sir, Master.”
* Have you finished your breakfast? ™
Q¥ \t -i|‘, ?\I:I-'\h‘.".“
““ (70 and hitch up the mules and |J:"if|_'_" them E't‘;I-JI\
4] }IIII (011 I[lr' _:‘1'1:-1~- for the mill.” We -s|n'_\'t‘|i and
:|'||- |Jil||1|‘- were E||:|||f'-i '.\'i'.|| 1|I1'1'l' ~::|'I\-— of corn on l':ll'|l
except two that carried only two sacks each, these last

were to he ]'l'llil'll !;I’lii Ii||1' 1-1||| rs were 1o he !I'IE.
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CHAPTER 1V,
AT HOME WITH MISTRESS.

Master and Peter went with the mules and I was left
to help Mistress do the washing. 1 was ir[P:!wci with
this arrangement as I liked her better than the Master.
She, wishing to learn my skill as a washer, gave me

4

Lo ][1".'

first the |l:,||i‘\'.- solled elothes, these I cleaned
satisfaction: she then gave me Master’s clothes which
[ also washed and then she eave me her own clothes,
all of which pleased her. She then asked if I could
iron? [ told her 1 would iry. The clothes were dried
and brought in and I ironed all of them. She was kind
to me and complimented my work saying: “ You
have done very well, my boy, and now vou may sit
down and rest.”

[ sat down, but not to rest. The moment I stopped
working a great grief came to me so overpowering I

could not conceal my feelings and I began to ery.

=he :|=‘|\'|'|3 nie I.‘.i].-i Vi it U.-i::ﬂ 18 the matter. [saac? ¥
[ told her, *¢1 wanted to see my mamma.”
She tried to pacify me by saying: ¢ Don’t ery and

fret about that, Isaac¢, yvou will see your mother again,

them sometime.”

Master will buy her and the rest o
[ asked: ““Why didn’t he buy them when he

1t mes

houge

She replied: “ My boy, never mind about that,
your mother will be sold aegain soon and you will be
tocether once more.”

I HH‘:\:" |Z ol 1|I'\.llll |||1II'_"]|.1 !If'!"."-

Her re

must not ask -||||--~Ii--H-- ahout such IIIiIE_'_"-, Nnol

ply was: ¢ Never mind who bought her, vou
question, my word is law.

soon thereafter Master and Peter returned: on er
terine the house Master asked: “Well, Marearet.

how did vou eet alone with the lad 27



SLAVERY DAYS IN OLD KENTUCKY. 1

She informed him that I had done nicely and that I

was a good little worker. IHis next inquiry was:

¢ Have you faught him how to talk?”
““No,” she replied, ““but he’ll learn without any

|'|'||I[].r]|'_h

¢« That's the next thineg he must learn,” he saidl and

li!c'rl II" -'.‘IHi':i i!l H | |H‘|J-! "rr!LLth:Inl]rl'_:' Lone: "1.*:1;1-'.
come |'Il'|‘<‘r -

1

‘« All right,” 1 answere

||J I angry \'llil"' El" ":-:.i'-i: - \" |,_‘.||] ‘ -|“‘ ‘l_.gi‘.'-‘l ]:':"

way vou answer vour Master! When I tell vou t

‘come here’ T want vou to sav. '\.l-t"'.. sir, Master, '

,\:r‘\'-. 'll try vou once maore: i»:J:ll', come here.

| was friechtened and aeain said, ¢ All rieht.
He was angry. He took up the whip and said
¢t Isaac, yvou nigger you, if you don’t talk to me as you

ought to I shall use this black snake on vou. Whei

[ call you, you must say, ‘yes, sir, Master,” and to

vour Mistress vou must sayv. ‘ves, Madam.’” and don’t

vou ever let me hear vou sav ‘all richt’ to a white

man, and when you meet 2 white man alwavs take ot

your hat and say ¢ yes, sir,” or *no, sir,” and stand to

one side till he passes. Remember what I have tol
you or [ shall try the black snake on your back. Now

L8 ?III'E help Peter do I.lu' chores.
: !

[ went, but you can imagine with what a heavy
heart. Had 1t not been for the :‘Inj"'t' of :I_:_f.':il: SEeIny
1113 mother :Lll-l :ir:'l'.ei|=-"~-, I ‘l‘.-'1i|-f _'_'!:' v have lail
down to die. W\ 1|JI'\ should I be treated in this way .
and still this was but the bheginning of my new

€eX

which we returned to the house for slipper, We wert

1

eTlences. | ‘!lt'!']ll':i Peter about the barn, after

11 1 i " " "
allowed only two meals a dayv and mush and milk were

not very lasting. After supper, which was about

""‘i"":-i'-. Peter and I were sent to the corn crib to shell
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corn which was done -lll'\ ’lr.'.'l'.ilr'__-' the ears with sticks
very much the shape of hockey clubs. We were
required to work at this till about ten o’clock at night
du a the winter, as |u.’|; as the corn lasted.

As soon as spring came we were employed in culti-

the land, plowing, sowing, planting and hoeing.

I’il.‘lii:' ‘f:?.-w SEBRS0ON O Lhe yvealr new ‘-.-'!- were b Illl.'_*]!l

in every fow uf;i"n, One of these new hands was
called ¢ Jim.” A few days later there were among
those brought in a woman and her child, she was
“ Amelia,” and her child was called ¢ Lucy.”

After the !'l-_:"..'!.-.." work was finished on the farm we
were then set to clearine new land. Amelia was the

cook and she had been there but a short time when

she and the _\Ii--!!'l'-= fell ont. .“.I11'.'|-I.'!. o et even

vith the Mistress, put turpentine in the kfast

food, thinking it would poison the family: it didn’t,
however, but it made us all sick. The next day two
men came and took Amelia awily and left ;'I"!' r1||
"l"'.-i;;zl :u'.':!‘i! 3 -.-!I |!:"f' we never i~'.|!1".‘. ||!IE :I'.'i' l'||i3|| Was
nt to a neighbor’s. In a few days Master purchased
another woman to take the place of Amelia, by the
name of Anna, and harvestine the various crops

cominenced.

CHAPTER V.
HIRED OUT.

he harvestine was finally all done and the tirst <i:|_\
of -I::.'I'::l:'_\_ 1853, had arrived. The hrst of ,|.'|r|||.-|t'.'\

wils the time when local sales :!II'!

toolk }r|;!"'.'.
hi '1'|i

out and we were taken to Bardstown for this i'-li“lln--:-.

\‘:"- ""i|, -l.i'.!: .‘Hf-'l |)I'=t'!' wenre illnong i’|||=~-' L) hie

Our services for the year were sold at auction. Jim

125 and 1

for 51

e vear for 8150, Peter
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was s0ld for S100. The cook. Anna., was T.'Il?.f_'rl alone

and sold ontrieht to the slave Il!';l|=‘=.'~. and that was
the last we knew of her. Peter and Jim were hired
hyv one Miller, a farmer on the Columbia river, and 1

was hired to onme Yates, a store l(t"'!N‘f' In Hart

county, His store was near the Mammoth eave,
around which at that time was a wilderness, His

family consisted of himself, his wife, two sons, a

woman slave and myself. My work was to do the
|'ilg||;'-.--. abonut ‘,[|,_- Ir|||ri_~»|' and ran on f"';'.":',l.!"' Lo 1€
Lore, hich was about a mile distant. I had a fair hy

easy time here, Iy hardest work being to CAFry water
from the cave to the house, the distance bheine about

mile. [ had a I\.'.'E{e_- which laid across my -|1-l|:].=|'=‘:"=,
at each end were hooks so I could Carry two '11'|i§~ il
Onee. To oel the water I had to enter the cave and

descend about -’:l'il"_'-. [ was a
| | - S

| entered the cave because people told all manner o

stories about 1t, »:II\"II!'_" that there were all kinds «

devils and animals livine in there who just delichfe
in catching colored people and killing them

" 1 1
[ manaced, so far as I eould, to o to the cave wher

the sun was shinine brieht so that I could see my wa
"]"Il"|_‘. to run 1if a devil ,-.-ll|--.':|!"'r|. -”u- Iwo s0ns ol

the Master were very mischievous, and

learned how afraid T was thevy would oo each Sunday
and build a fAre inside the cave :=|'.-i then send me for
valer When I entered the cave and saw the fire |

was sure it was the devil, and would run sereaming af

the top of my voice much to their amusement. They

would then oo back with me and enter the cave, |-."
which time the fire would be out. and 5'!!-._" would
then aceuse me of Iy i!t_:' abont .~='n"§|i_:_1 the devil. This
oceurred so often that Master became suspicious.  He

-if-\ i1ls only appeds red on Sul lavs




20 SLAVERY DAYS IN OLD KENTUCKY.

'his I could not explain. He concluded to investigate
for himself, and the next Sunday went with me and
caught the boys building the fire, and that ended the
stories of devils beine in the cave and I had no more

trouble. I remaine

at this iJ!:.'r'l' till Christmas,
when we were _'__"i\I'IL 1 week’s |1H|‘I-1::I\'. and on the hrst
of January, 1854, | was sent to my Master’s brother,
his name was James Madinglay. I remained with him
two months. He was the meanest kind of a slave
holder. He had two slaves, a girl and a boy. He
drank very hard and seldom left his room on account
-'-[' 'ni« -:r-"iiﬁ; LOO |||'Ir!|.=\ to do so. “s \k'n:|l|-i u:‘d._‘:‘ ]Iu-
slaves to his room and whip them unmercifully without
any cause or provocation. His son was equally as mean
as he, he wonld watch the -~t:|\|--.‘ and if he saw one '!4'[|+-‘
only for a moment, he would inform his father and that
meant, every time, a severe whipping. We were to
husk corn one morning during the husking season, but
it rained so very hard that we did not start at once for
the erih. I'-ll:' I||i.~ Iil']:ll\. \I:i--lt'l' called us all in to be
;'ilaa'_'-||1'-'{_ I stood |-_\ and saw him \\tléll the other
boy severely. I knew my turn would come next, and

started on the run for home as hard as I could run,
not stopping till 1 reached there. Mistress saw me
and wished to know my reasons for my appearance.
[ told her what had taken |.a|:i:'|' and she said 1t was

“all |'!;_-"r|=._ stay here till vour Master comes home.™

I didn’t know what Master woul

say or do. but

when he eame I told him all about it. He listened quietly

till I was through, and then said: ¢* It is all riecht this
time, Isaac, as 1 have rented my farm for four years

and sold you to my brother, John, who lives on the

Beech Fork river, about six miles from here: he is not
at home now but will be in a few davs, so vou can ¢ back’

¢ vou there in the mornine,

vour things and I will ta
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[ felt very well satistied with the result and said:
O |

and I can go any time.”

uve nothing to ¢ back ” as all I have is on my back

The next morning we went to his brother John's
farm. There was no one there except the overseer

and an old necro woman. ‘The overseer’s name was

'-'~.'I'.'-E. :'LEI-I ilt' |J'.:I L

been encaged to manage what

was called “¢an improved stock farm.” In a few days

my new Master sent to the farm a fine looking slave

e as stewardess.

oirl, an octoroon, she was to take |'i|.'|.€'_'
Master had won her at a came of ]-U]\I.']‘ in St. Louis.
'[-||'m :'-:1'| E%:~ |\|",-‘. o !.ﬁ own use, :L].I-[ =~|1|- wias miadde
Mistress of the stock farm, By stock it will be
understood 13 meant neero slaves.

I'he stock soon hegan to arrive, there was a negro
with a couple of brood mares, then came Jim and
Peter, then two males, then three women, then about
the first of _'\ili‘i] John \\E:I-iillf;:ll'\ mile i'|'|~;!'t:]w:!!‘:tlarl-

| told.

0 the Iarm, Iarming

with a group of twenty, making thirty slaves a

' . 1
'here were also broucht on

i

ntensils. mules, ten horses, thirty head of ecattle, one

hundred ].:Hl;".-w and 1i§-il'\ ."1!||""||_ He owned one thousand
acres of land, but most of it was covered with brush or
bhushes. He raised the usual farm products and when
these did not require attention we were set to work
||\':i|"!!-; the i_:lrll‘:. He had ierennts ot in the --|-I||'1|1'_\'
buying slaves and fowarding them to the farm, and
0on there were one hundred and I‘.\wl!l_\ slaves on the
rarm. \fter harvesting, the --I!_:']=||i= neoroes were sent
LO 5.;'!!' ."“l-II:'Il-‘;'H !L:;I;'!u-i« at Grand Gulf, .|';4x'1!\'-|1l| and

\

P

-f|'|\~1.nll'j__'g at each of which hi|::|'|'- he had slave pens.

I'he time of the removal was kept secret from the

slaves, and about ten o'clock the nieht before, twelve
men were sent into the cabins and these hand-cuffed the

miles, In the mornine these were broucht out ||_1



) E)

SLAVERY DAYS IN OLD RKENTUCKY.

twos and fastened to a chain out forty or fifty feet

lone. The women and children not able to walk were

q

packed into wagons and the line of march commenced,

the ¢l

and the wacons brought up the rear. A heantitul

. . { § § i
;|I[|1'=! men nNrst, the women ,!|.|,- [0 walk next,

ht for a country that boasts of its freedom! How
]|:|- i-|1:1~1<'| "'~-|r'.‘--||-“.‘ll *'EL';\:||-!'\ must h:l‘.:' ||'Ll|lll T
itedd in them so greatly they were

ready to go to war to preserve the ¢ sacred institution™

of human slavery! [ have tasted its sacredness and

} evilish The line of march
was to Nashville where II!:!'I\ were |1|;|-':‘-| aboard of
hoats and taken to the different slave pens.

'I.ﬁ,-_- !u-,l,-. were IE'E\.-!'::'-, -iI!!_ll -"_:"IIIEH., WwWaornien .':ll one,

men in another, eirls and voune bovs by themselves

Here the buvers came and examined the stock, feeling
of them as men do horses, |1="|.}JI;; il|1ll thi 1 mouths
and eves and asked guestions as to sickness. Then the
sales . commenced and were held from November till
ahont the first of March

were scourine the countrs

forwarding the same to the market, After the hirst of
\I:I:--'}I ,J if‘._-.'-- were any .:I.n:3|-|. thney were 1;||~;|'[|

back to the stock farm to work durime the summer

and shipped with the next lot reads

'he vear 1857 was at handl.

he married a eirl about seventeen. He returned to th

vounge wife, twelve slaves besides the

) 1.1 1
el [l'--n'!_ andd trouble soon bheoan
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Rosa was well fitted for her position and she had a

oeneral oversicht of all the slaves. She was an

octoroon and had the confidence of Master who trusted
her to the utmost.

New slaves were hrought in every few days and these
were set to work during the summer, clearing land
when there was no other work, their hours of labor

heine from 16 to 18 each day.

I'he slaves were divided into aAngs, :ill-[ over each

rane was a4 Boss, who was also one of the slaves. Af

rone u‘x'|1 'ux l'.']\'|| .fllr.rl'rli!'._'_'_ ’.]ll- |:|-|| Wis l'*.Hi;_" :![||E |".I-.'il

Boss had to see that his gang was up and ready to

commence the dav’s wor |

<. They marched by gangs

to the tables set up under some trees in the yard, where
brealkfast was served for which one half hour was
allowed, after which each Boss marched his gang to
the fields or to the kind of work laid out for them.
The overseer rode on horse back from one gang to
another see ine that all were |~.-._"i=‘. |"li.-‘\. [f he saw two
or three idle, or I:1“a‘.in_'_" fo each other, if no --:lii‘-ril'\'illl‘_\
reéason I‘MIE-E he '_:"I‘.'\-!:_ a '-.\hii_.\]l-lllg' Wis sure 1o f””u\\.

At no time were three allowed to ta

[

k together un

1¢ OVerseer wis }*.‘".~~'u'||1. At twelve o'elock the LANgS
vere marched to the tables for dinner, and one hour was
alloweid for dinner and rest, and then they were marched

acain to their work, where theyv remained aslong as there

WIS u|:|'\“1‘ii? to work bv. and then they were marche
once more to the tables for supper, after which they went
¢ s 1.t 1 G T, BT 4

to their cabins, each cabin beine occupiedd by from ten to
twelve persons, men and women were in separate cabins,
except where they were married, and such had cabins

by themse

ves., At ten o’clock the hell was rune when
all must eo to bed. or at half ]':1'-’: ten, when the over-
seer made his rounds, if any were found up they were

tanken to 1|1t' ]-"',-'|-.l|.!:2-'l:1 rooni, and in the IJIII'.'l-III‘_"
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Master administered such punishment as he thought
hest. The punishment was a certain number of lashes
from the ‘.\ll][s for the first offence and more if the
offence was repeated, with the addition of an iron
weicht tied to their backs for a number of days or

weels accordine to the Master’s P

easure, these weichts
to be carrvied during the day while they were at work.

The vear of which we are writine, about two hun-

dred slaves were eathered on the stock farm, and in
the fall most of them were marched off to the several

slave markets in the same manner as before deseribed,
fastened to a lone chain with the women who conld
walk |_'n[|n\a'|!|.-_-'. and the women and ehildren not able to
walk in wacons. Of the two hundred, 170 were taken,
leaving thirty to run the farmand do the winter work.
This lot was taken to Bardstown, thence to Louisville.
where they were put aboard of hoats rigged with
stalls similar to horse stalls into which the slaves were

1|'f:|l't'+f .'!!!-| l'||.'|-!|uti I.I'I".-I i.l!L"\ l‘l‘:ll'rll'-l \i":m'I'l:':'H.'
other !.l_--_.-.-‘. where markets were held.

On this |I'i_|I IRosa :|»-u'ur||;-:|r|i=-u| the Master, and his
wife was left on the farm fo attend to matters there.
IHis wife was a devout Catholie, and while Master was
cone she used to eather the slaves remaining, each
morning in her dining room and teach them prayers

and some of the vounger ones she taught to read.

When the Master returned in the spring and learned
W E=;I1 ~'i'.l‘ El;l : heen -|w'.||-__' e was I :~.I|-_'"'_\. H" |'I;I~;’
alwavs told his slaves that he was their Lord and

Master, and now informed them his wife should not have

l"'l'l 'ui]e'[li I' .'SII_'- ll;Ei!'!' [,II:'-I.., I‘.!'J-III [:-'=:1 We !' arned

that he lectured his wife for her conduet about as
|

follows: L, [i VOl L ;(|'|| ||'||'=f: L F rav and read '-ﬂ.'r"‘

Man think IIII"'L are i;II'II-'Il' I-"iI|'__'-~ and we will not be

hle to keep them as slaves: the more ionorant we
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]\'L't“l'l them about such thines the better slaves they are.
The worst slaves we have are those who know the
maost, Hh“\ are the ones we have to EHI[J]“-}I ’_lll{_l'l'l,l
them down. We have here trom E'-.\'rI:'.l\' to two hun-
dred slaves each year, and if they should know as
much as we do, where would we he? They would
murder us inspite of the law. After this, my dear
wite, you must never teach a negro the Lord’s praver,
Or any other llj'.‘!_\q-l'_“

After the above there was no more oathering for
Priayers, and the httle prayer hook she had distributed

among us anid the little Ju!'i:‘.’:':'~ she had eiven were

taken from us by Rosa, she saving: ¢ The Master
savs yvou do not need them.” Thus we soon los

what !_:‘.iil' we had EI.'.‘I."H‘.'-!. I.'.\l':~|1'i_ 10T s0me reason,

the Lord’s prayer, so simp

and comfort, was i“':ii!‘ cenerally remembereil, I 1

e and vet so full of meanine

has ::|‘.\:'-:_l. s seemed to me that there was some Divine
help in this. That little prayer increased my wonder
why we should be the slaves of the whites, and
especially did I wonder in my own case when I thought
of the fact that my mother was from the island of
Madagascar and her people were never slaves. Why
then should I be one?

After Master's leeture to his wifeshe had no more
to do with us and the care of the slaves was turned

over to Rosa who was a slave herself, and the Sunday

followinge, .

Master had us all seated on the oround in
the yard and lectured us as follows:

““ You must not think hard of me for telling you the
truth abouf yourselves and the W hites. The ereat
(vod above has made you for the benefit of the W hite
T, who is vour law maker and law FIVear. W henever

vou disobey his commands you must expect punish

i

ment. Your duty is in all cases to never raise your
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hand against a Whiteman and whenever yvou meet a
Whiteman, no matter who or what he is. vou must

stop, take off your hat and stand to one side and say,

c(rood dav., Master.,” or ¢ Good evenine.' as the case

may be. By doing this you do what is right on your
side.  You muost understand you are just the same as
Ii'l!' OX, horse, or !|IH|1'. !rl:'.-.lv For 'i|n- use of E]zt' ‘!\I!I.-Ilt'-
man :||a-| for no other purpose. You must doas the
Whiteman tells you, if you do not, he will punish you

st the same as he would the mule when he breaks

]:i}g[_ 5{ VOl |':i{i-.’ 'Il';':II\ E|:-|l' I,'1II|" I ]l‘ll vou 1o E\IH

him and that 1s the same with VOL. If .\'Hl: don’t do

why, my IJlI'-_\' is to kill you _ilJ«I

what 1s |"._-__'!|l. by me

as [ tell you to kill the mule if he doesn’t do what 18

richt, I'here 1s no more harm in me killine von than
there 12 in vou killine the mule, and I now sayv to vou,

if the mule doesn’t do what is ‘.'i_'_"'fl! kill him ! That

il 4 i . |
is the law that yvou must o0 DYy

CHAPTER VI.
BOB. THE CANADIAN.

r Lthe |’I\l' slaves 1r!'|1=i:'||[ i*"."!\' Lo I}Il' stock

Amon
farm unsold, was one named Bob who had come from
(anada He was an encineer and had hired on the
teamer Lounisville at Cincinnati, Ohio, for the round
) When thev reached New Orleans the CALO Wils
sold, and :'|‘| as the boat was !'-.‘.'2<IE_'\ to return, the

:-r||} .|| nesroes '|-'=||!|-| *.Hl}u were

not owned by a Whiteman were taken to the city jail,

wlvertised for three months as runaway slaves. and

. ) 4l q 1 o
(f no owner claimed them they were sold to the highest

indder This 1s the wav Dol hecame a slave. At

that sale of Bob, mv master. John \l::-!.h'_-:'.-_'., WK
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the purchaser. He took him to Grand Gulf and not

|---'|.'|u able 1||-.--;.l El'irll there he E|1‘HI|'_,'!1'| bim to the

N * 1
stock farm where he was ;'5;1"-'-| in the hoe gane over

which [ was boss. My g consisted of six bhoyvs and
six girls besides Bob and myself. DBob was a shrewd
as well as o rfal man. He was closely watehed

and not allowed to talk to any of the men, though he

could at all times talk to and associate with Rosa and
wis enconraced to do so. The result was, Bob fell
1|--|.-}11_\ in love with Rosa and talked with her I'J'w'{_‘..
He told her all about his home and life in Canada and
proposed that she go there with him. He pictured to
her how pleasantly they could live in that land of
freedom, where colored people were treated as human

]'-'i||!"*, and he laid before her all his |||:||i~ to escape

~he apparentiy consented to his projpu sils and the time
wis fixed when EEII"E were to start. The stock farm
wias on the banks of Beech Fork river., and whenever
there was a heavy rain this river was swollen to a
Hood. When this shounld next occur was the time fixed
upon for eseape, and 1 was to go with them, thougl
at first I did not know that Rosa was to go with us.
'|"||-|' Hood soon G, [ }|:||.| I'||:|l':’l' of i1|!" '~r|‘| HE AL
witched I-:|'_;--"|_\. till the water was at its heiocht, whel
| informed Bob of the situation | ='-.§'i;."2|:--| to him
how we could o oyer the dams In ~-:'|'--f|\. [t was
."‘;;IEHI"-E'!_\ and 1 ir:‘wlmw--i to Bob that we start that
niecht and when evenine came 1 ureed Bob to start at
once. But Bolh said “No!'” He was coine to take
Rosa with him. This was the first I knew of his

intentions with reference to Rosa and 1 told him not

to trust her, that she told everything she knew to
Master. He refused to start that night, but said he
wonld go next Monday morning as the Master was

ay that dav and would not return till nig
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[ told him that would never do and tried to .lTli[F['k".ﬁ':“'

him with the fact that Rosa could not be trusted: but

be insisted that I leave the matter to him and every-
thing would be all right. I was finally persuaded to
lo as he said. Monday morning came and I got the
horse for Master who said he was coing to town and
told me to go to the field to my work. On reaching
the field I informed Bob Master had gone and there
was the skiff. At this point of the river there was an
elbow around which the distance was ten miles, while
across the land it was only three miles. DBob told me
to take the boat around the elbow and he and Rosa
would meet me by going across the land. I started.
The current was strone and I made the distance in
:'mru] li!]-_t“ l‘t‘:ll'ile'|| IEII' fl11]l‘!' Ill |'1lll no “trh or “llp-,'l
was there. I waited and waited for them for about
three hours when 1 coneluded to wait no lonzer. Bob
had explained to me the whole route to be taken to
reach Canada and so I started alone. I continued
lown stream till about seven o’clock in the evening.
[ was halted during the day three different times by
men on the shore who had euns and shot at me. The
first shot struck the boat but did not injure it. Soon

after 1 was shot at twice, but neither of them came
near me. This gave me courage and I thought: ¢ Fire
away ! you can’t hit me!™ Still I pulled harder than

syoer ;Jil-! =001 |'-'::>':‘|r'-| !]H- [':|i1|!"=:|-i !I!'j'-;_ﬂ-' :m-i ]J:l‘wl't[

under without |n'5r|*_i' Er;"il=‘.: SEer. About half of a mile

inland I saw a lieght which I took for a neero cabin. |1

Wias !“':Ii‘ulli.-.\. :!!14!11'1'_\. h:l\.inu had Im1ilii!u' Lo eal .-iim't-

morning. [ pulled my boat ashore and started for the

¥

ht. After I had gone two or three hundred yards
the light disappeared and I started back to the boat.
As I drew near I saw two men armed and they had

logs with them. I turned and ran for a swamp
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near by, the men and dogs following. I managed to
|-'.-.'t'}= out of their way for a i‘nll'lrl-' of hours or more.
The number of men had inereased to ten and I saw
there was Mnao "i!."rll-'\' for me to =-=-<‘:'.llt_' ancl ltlt' ]HIl}_"l'l‘ ]
tried to evade them the worse it would bhe for me. 1
knew the character of the dogs and what I might
expect from them if ':]J‘..'_\' should reach me before the
men were near and I gave myseld up. (One of the
men sald he would take me to his house till mornine
anc then return me to master. I was taken to the
depot near by, where there were about fifty men armed,
]l of whom had been huntine for me. Although I was
--‘.!|_‘\ i poor negro "hll\_ E;;'Lgu‘;'::[l[ and without arms,
these men were thoroughly armed with guns, knives
ind dogs as if they were in pursuit of a wild and
ferocious animal. [ was taken to the Eunl-w‘ ;;‘i\l_'!l
SOINe supper, "\'n!fII-f'lrI | was .-__-"L:lli to geL us | Wils s
hungry as a bear, was given a place to lie down in a
corner, the man and his wife were in another corner
in the same I'0O0nl, s0 also were the ulu_'_;'-, lll llrllh':l
the door, laid his revolver on a table near his bed in

1 he and his wife s

'\".|Jil' 'L]JE.
[ took in the situation and made up my mind to
iave that revolver before morning. [ laid down

"-‘.‘.=-!‘1.:t!r|:'|€ not to -!-:e-]-. ."ni\ day’s work, however,

had been a hard one, harder even than it would have

ieen in the field on the old stock farm. [ had s :li‘i't'i_\

laid down before I was fast asleep and knew nothing

me in the morning. My

'.'\ll"l"'\"l' 1I‘|] tj"-‘ IInin l'-f:||."f.

il-:|]-'illli‘:;1.l1lt'lli wis oreat. I feared 1 had

last chance for freedom, still I had a little E-_n]:t- left

¥ . 4
andl |l|-| nod \'.|.|!| 3
]

fast and told fo split some wood while he hitched the

horses. | \"::I-'Ilz ] ||f-:||_ --"Iil'\'.:ll‘. f1ll he --:":L-!'Iw'[ Lhe

barn and as soon as hé was out of sieht 1 took to mny
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|n-1_‘|- and ran for the ‘-\'-:Il,'JEI_ ! nmust '[|.'|\'=' had a

¢ set the doges on my

‘ter of a mile start before

I 'ru-:u'l 1i!l'§l' ||1I|-.I |I;a\.iri_:' :m-i li||:|‘=r\"]i"'| rrll‘-
speed. If there is anything that will make one almost
fly through the air, it is one of those blood hounds on

3 ith 1 1 | ! 3 .
his track, with the knowledge that unless he outstrips

them he 15 liable to be torn In ]u-'a---.---. [t iz no wonder
to me that deer and other animals chasod l’r_‘. doges
become so fleet. [ have never since heard of such a
chase for a deer. but I think of this race of my own,

and I must SH it has created in me i Symj athy for the
animal, and I would eladly banish by law. if I could.

all such manner of huntinge. [ reached the SWanm)

||;'=-‘.'|\' exhausted. Here | iiiJ, .'!H-|, as  lucel

'.'.llil.lll‘ il.‘l"." .1 1|]|' llr:'_"H |!.‘!~=-"|| (1l I"l"'\'.‘iII! e, il.‘ll‘\l-llg
at every jump. After they had passed I ran for the
river and followed 1 till about four .|'.'|11.-i‘_ in |EB'
.'I!.':|"_‘E|IHII1. ||. I !'I"il!"! il :II.I!'-‘ti on  one “E'il' "i- :]J"
river 1 swam to the other side and continued my race

[ watched for a skiff, not finding one, I concluded t

malke a raft. [ had one about completed and was

coverine it with brush, in which I hoped to hide from

icht of those ashore. when 1 heard the sound of dogs

ne. 9 4 : : :
near by [ didd not have time to pusn off the ratt.
s0 | I I‘.,'Il'-_i"-z into the w ater, swiam a --!'.HE‘i cdlistance to
i |ui-_- -';||!|||I near the shore. The water in this I'E\.r)'
e | wt as black ¢ il i 1 an ohiact ¢ 141 W he
Wis HIINOse 1S HACK s 1INk, dand in ||.-|||. COUldd Not 1]
seen below its surface [ sank in the water, leavinge
III!I'-. 1y nos¢é :|:'-.| IIIIII:'||| .'|:-|-\1‘_ Hrl'-' [ |:I'\ |'4|- SO e
|l,'§|||-_ .I.!'ln-‘:'r were '|r men on the '-:[:II"I' and the llli:"-\

Werl }I'i'l-':ll'_' up and down the bank. At last one of

the dogrs rot the scent and started for me with a I\i'l!.r
The men gathered at once on the bank and, pointing
their euns at me, ordered me to swim ashore. I saw
Lher | 10 further use in my 11 inme to escape and |
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I was taken to the near

sl -’-'.'||-:r| and thence to my
Master, who paid fifty dollars for my recovery. I
was taken to the earret in his home, handentfed for

il o 4 | § .
Loe ||I:||I‘ ;i||'i, L MmMake sire I \‘.“II|-[ 1O |'-=-';-.1|m aoain,

Pet

ter was handeuffed to me. The next morning Peter
[ |

WwWias released, =|\.‘|!_'|-.;|'- Wi ]I;:I'!".n 01l |1|_\ ll'_‘_"-. .‘I!I-i ]

|
remained in this shape till about 10 o’clock, when
Master and his brother William, who was his slave
acent, came to the oarrvet, took off the skackles,
handeuffed my hands behind my back and took me to
the punishment room or shanty where 1 saw Bob lying
on a few boards, his throat cut and he was slowly
lving In great misery. From him [ afterwards
learned that about half an hour after I left the field,
Master and three slave drivers eame to the still house,
sent for Bob to come there, which he did, not mis
rusting what was before him. As soon as he arrived
the four Mern .‘I|I ']JHIH!!".--] '.l]'[l[l [Iilh ll|\l T.ulkl' ravenous
Wolves upon a lamb. He |.i'-||_',_"!]1 all of them till he

wias overpowered. Thev then drove four stakes in

the ground and he was tied to these with his back up
and the four men took torns lashing him with a raw
hide whip, the black snake I have referred to, until
s back appeared like a piece of beefsteak pounded.

hot coals from the furnace and ponred

'1‘311'_\. then took
-"!:1'||| overnr '!;-!- :n:.e'.\'. ;I_"n‘i' ) :'IE-'ll ih-"\ 1m:|~; h';rll Lo the
punishment cabin, shackled his feet, chained him to
the punishment block and in the night two of them
went into the cabin and ent his l:‘ll'cr:H_ ':'II-.ill;_' care not
{o ceut the iill_"‘.l|;;!. bhut euttine |' r"lrl':.'__"ll <0 he would

lie ocradually in torture.

Bob? . lit3 Reslanen 4 " and
ObD's condifion was a lesson to the rest ol us, o

lowed to escape makine 1t an EI!'!}'."-'-

NO MEils were i
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is hoped no slave holder will ever have the privilege

of exercising his power over human beings.

Tal

institution! ”  As well tell me the devil is a mereifnl

¢ to me about human slavery being a ‘*Divine
(rod. The system not 1':21_\' deoraded the slave, bul
it degraded the master even more. Any man of the
South who is a descendant of aslave holder who upheld
the system of American slavery, ought to blush with
shame for his degraded origin. [ have in me the

blood of one such, on the side of my father, and to

Ime, IJJ{'\. l'”fif' h!':

¢k negro mother shines as an angel in
t'l_l[:|i.1:|]'i.-'t‘.f| to adevil, and, 1if I could, I would '.\.]i:§|a:|_x
draw from my Veins every -f:'t-iu of that white blood
that goes pulsing through my body received by way of
my father. It is the only stain I have, received from
the laws of nature, of which I am ashamed, while on
the other hand, I am proud of my negro blood. Poor

Bob’s skin was black, but his soul was pure and in the

oreat future where, we are taught, we shall be ruled
i'," a I'.!II-I GGod, what will be DBob’s condition in
comparison with those who tormented and murdered
him? DBuat, the worst of all is, that Rosa. whom Bob

loved and trusted, was his betrayer. The white blood
in her tainted her so that she was r-i|l|.'IHj.' as bad as her
ancestors. |’=‘i‘]=:=!.u—. J:ui'\\t-\l'f‘_ Ili;'-i_'r Was s0me excluse
for her. She was bright and intelligent beyond most
of ili'" '|:-'."1|iJI'. O éeven HI'I]I..\' of the \'\f|;|i'-, and 1t IT11 Y
be that she had learned to love her Master and was
blinded, i'_'\ reason of this, to all '['.=.H|J.":.'|§‘.l\' for another.
Had she carried ont all that she ||!'|'r‘||':-'."| to Baob and
started to leave with him and been captured, she would

I L g R : e e YN . : 3
nave shared nis fate. [L'|!|.':II- shie was not stron:

enonch to fully '."""“_',.‘llf'l'1.||-' enormity of her relations

with her Master and mavbe she i'_ni.l-.j those relations

would some day be the means of her own freedom
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As |h.‘li[ as -i'l ia we I|l! not ‘.\':’!n”_\' i‘f.'-lllil'lllll '.'k|'|l'l'1 men

are cast upon the ocean where sure death is before

them unless they have food and then draw cuts to see

| die to furnish food for the others

which one sha
]"'1']!.3[1« --?l." I'l':':li_‘l|t'|] her own condition 11!||"]1 ]”-w the
above and acted as she did to save herself, I do not
know. 1 would like to shield her if I could, but |
sometimes fear she was the treacherous beine Bol)
believed and she appeared to be.

Bobh was at last dead and then followed his funeral.
A box was made into which he was placed, all the
slaves were broucht to view his remains. a erave was

the improvised coffin was loaded into a cart and

due

| followed him to his hurial. After the remains

we a

wernre f||‘\'\1‘5'1--| ':'.i_n EE[:‘ ;i':l\'i.' .\I:L-]r'l' l-l't‘:il'|:l'|! '-.‘.!1.:11
was ealled a funeral sermon. The substance of his
words were: ¢“This negro, Bob, was a bad man.
paid my money for him and I was his master. You

all know that if he had done !'.:-;[I‘. as vou have done.
he would never have been where he is. He cut his

own throat and beat me out of my money. You know
that I must be obeved and if vou do not obey me 1

1 L,
that whipping

must whip vou: hut he was so mean

wis of no use to him and it would have been better

for vou and me if his throat had been ent lone aco.

There isn’t one amonge vou but knows I have done
richt, as he was a mean, mean negro. You must
understand there is no Lord or (God who has anvthing

to do with any of vou, as [ alone am your Master,

your maker and vour law :__'II\'I'I'. andl \‘.]:-!'1: vou do

what 1 tell you to do you will get along all righ

After Bob’s condition had been impressed upon me

~1l'|'IJ'l'it'!|{-:_'\. as they houghnt, and before Bob had died,
at the time they took me tosee him, T was acain take

to the rarret, from there I was taken to a ladder whiel

i
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stood between the house and the earden. \|\ clothes
were taken off and 1 was strapped to this ladder.
Master’s wife came forward and said: “ Let him tell
the whole truth about :’c--!h_:' :t"\.'l_\.” [ don’t know.
but I think she wished to implicate Rosa. Knowing
that Bob was the same az dead and could not be hurt
any further, I told them that *¢ I was goine to Canada
hecause there I would be a free man.” Master then
asked: **Who told you that Canada is a country In
which vou can be free ¢
[ said: ¢*Bob told me.”

[He asked how many of the necroes knew about the

runaway and I told him, ¢ not one that I know of.”

e said:  “*Don’t you know that you are lying to
me 2 Doesn’t Rosa know all about it ¢’

[ told him, **No! if I had thought she knew ahout
it I wounld not have started. because 1 knew she would
tell you.™’

He asked: & .\I'i-_\-l!: sure none of the other necroes
know anything about it "
| answered. <1 am sure, so far as I know.”

‘he Mistress then said: “]--:l'.". [ don’t want to see

VO '\.|||| ihe same as ]‘Hll.' has :.|-|-||'_ Vil \.'.I-| o) 5_11
the earden and obevy mv orders I will see that vour
Master does not hurt you. I want you to never speak
. I = :

Lo o necro on the .:|::|'1-, nor eave the _-__'::|-||-i| W IlfIlHIl

1y |.-‘-':‘||;:-~=i--'.:. and when vou come to meals come to

I -!f-'l:l.‘_' IO .'.rl'i. “H-.' W E|| SCI'VE VOl an : il !‘I'_"lﬂ
O must o Lo ]i:i' oarrel 1o -||'1-]|_”
She then spoke to her hushand, savine:  *¢ Let him

oo and I will look after him. ™
I was put in the carden which was surrounded by a

1 . i1 "
:|::|I lence, the gate was |‘H'|-.I"l anda wne |xt"l Was riven

L0 1::---; 20 Illil‘. [ ()1 |.: not et ont ".'.:_':|!I=I|' }II'!' !.,‘;_-I-‘-'-;'Il'_'
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The above oceurred before Bob had died. After |
had bzen in the garden two days, Master and his wife
went to ‘.ihii 3 ||!'i'_1']ii-ul‘. After 1||“_\' |1'i|i oone I\II"*-'l
came to the _'_:'.'I!‘||'.'i| and I asked her to allow me to =u
and see Bob. She had always been friendly with m
and consented, saying, however: * You can go, but

do not allow anyone to see you, if you do it will malki

! trouble for me.”” 1 went. Bob could talk, but his
volee was verv weak. It was then he told me the

ars I have related about their treatment of him,

||:l:'1in'14
and that he had been :'-":!“!"'."'] I,_-_. Rosa. He also said:

-5 I~-:::1:', there fa_il'lﬂ one ]Ii;.J-'-_' I want to do before |

'|z :|!|-.| that 1s to i-!i[|:,-".; Master. [ am shackled and

"il:'_lll!"": i'I'I-[ ".'illh! el il]'!'“|' [.l'*‘I }I'."".[! the !'l"|. ] wianl
vou to bring me a hatehet. ax. or something, and I wil

-y
he satished.

I told him I could not do that as I was watched, hut

that I would get him the prong of a pitch fork. |
went to the garden, got the prong, hid it under 1)
shirt, [I_Is'lu'-! some onions and asked Rosa if 1 could
take the onions to Bob. She consented and I tool

them to him and left the pitchfork prong which he
y concealed about his bed and '-‘.;Ii,11--| for a |']!.'!||4'c- L
vet even with the Master. But Master was too cautions
for him and did not eo imto the !‘-l:u':-li'.i ]'nlf: had been

dead some s1x ]EIIII!'H.

CHAPTER VIl
THE YEARS 1839 AND 186(.

During '||.|-_\.-:|;- 1859 Master had gathered on the

stock farm one hundred and twenty negroes and all

bt ten were taken away to |‘,;';1,|'!.|-I__ .].':l'---' were taker

awav in the same manner as others had been and
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were sold except two who were fﬂ'ml;'lll back to the
farm in the spring of 1860; and during the summer he
cathered about eighty more. After the crops were in
and harvested these eighty slaves were taken to market.
but in the meantime, Abraham Lincoln, (God bless his

memory, had been elected president. There was no

ToF ot for the negroes and they were brought back to
the farm in the spring of 1861. The war had com

menced i'." this time and slave lﬂ'lllll"{!l\' was at a

iscount and he bought no more.

It was then freely talked amone the slaves that we

| he free. Next. the Yankee soldiers

. 1 T
would soon a

§Y

soan to appear in the state and I coneluded, “*Now is
the time to make a break for liberty.”
[ heard there were troops within two miles and on

the following Sunday I started. DBut I soon found 1

had made a mistake, as the ls"m'r}rw ln!'n\vll to be Con
federates from our own state. I was arrested and put
mto I||- _:_1'Il.'|."|| house, The _;_"II:II,‘Il house was a l:il'_:'t'
tent with a euard stationed in front. A severe storm

came that H::‘||1 and blew down the tent which caused

quite a confusion, during which I gave the guard the

-l!]I and ran for home which I reached without iy

ab=ence havine been discovered. 1 remained at home

for a vear. till one day there was a Michigan reciment’s

train which came within 4 mile of the farm.

[ was at the mill that dav and saw them. [ made a
-'.'.'!:'-'_f'.li!l with one of the men o oo and cook for his
: al Th: iorht after g A SIS v T started

Lptaln, hat night after my work was (oné started
and about one o’cloeck I overtook the train. -i'in';_"ll:ll'lj

halted me: I said 1 was a friend and he told me:

‘Adwvance friend and eive the countersien.? 1 advanced
b I had no countersien when he wished to know what
| was -[HII'I'_" there thai time of .‘|:,:'|'|l,‘ I told him I

¥

had hired with one of the men to come and cook for
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his captain. He told me if that was so it was all right

and took me to the wagons where we found the man
who had hired me. 1 turned in with him for the rest

of the night and in the morning he gave me a hreakfast

111

cull

a new suit of soldier clothes. [ drove a team to
Lebanon where I met Captain Smith of the Lighth
Michigan, captain of Company A:, and hired out to

him for seven dollars per month, the first money 1 had

ever had a chance to earn and call my own. I was then
cichteen years of age. We lay in camp a few weeks
and then went to Green river. While at this place I
had a letter written to Rosa telling her of my good

ortune, but the Master ol the letter. He, with a

negro driver soon started for the camp. [ saw them
while I was by a brook washing some clothes for mjy
captain. [ mistrusted they were after me and hid near
the road where I remained till I saw them go away,
when I took the clothes to my tent.

The captain came In and asked: *“lIsaac, what are

vou lookineg so down hearted for ?

[ said: <¢¢ Nothing in particular.”

He then said: ¢ Oh yes, Isaac, there is something
\ !'[r[l‘_"."

He answered: ¢ suppose you saw your master? ™

[ saidd: ¢I did, but he didn’t see me.”

«“Well,”* said he, “‘your Master has been here after
voun, he went to the colonel and asked for you. The
colonel was indignant and told him he hadn’t come
here to make himself a blood hound to hunt runaway
necroes and then said he would give him jll-é! fifteen
minutes to el outside of his lines, and your Master
started without asking any more questions.”

'f‘|1|'t';zlll;|:‘.ll then called me into his tent, cave me

il _r"'.'\.lrl.‘.ﬂl' lIJJ-| twenty E'l‘llll‘!“ of t'ill"_!".'l'_"'."* -'-ill‘.!H!':

“‘Tuke these and protect yourself, that is all we have
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to protect ourselves and if any man comes to demand
yvour liberty, shoot him as yon would a dog, if you
don’t, you ought to be a slave.”

Oh what a feeline of manhood came to me with

those words. 1 felt myself a man, every inch of me

It was Im ) second taste for freedom. the 'l:il'lu_-_:_" for
wares beine the first. 1 took the revolver and eart
ridges and made up my mind to follow directions if |
should be molested and that I wonld deserve my
freedom. [ remained with ( ';l]':';l-lrl Smith till his term
had expired. He and many of his regiment re-enlisted.
they were given a furlongh and I accompanied him

home to Detroit.

CHAPTER VIII.
FULL MANHOOD AT LAST.

After we l'_'lli to Detroit, 1 could leok acrossand see
L hat !'I:I]-;gl_\' land of Canada, to me a Canaan, of which
[ had heard so much, for which I had yearned, and of
which I had dreamed sleeping and awake, [ never
step my feet upon Canadian soil, even to Lhis -[ai_‘u
without a feeling of love and respect for its people,
and God bless you ! instinetively comes to my thoughts
I told the c':45-i:1:.15 I "_:':cr..'_"ili [ should oo to Canada
where I was sure to be free from all masters. He
wished me to stay and return with him to the army.
[ told him, **No! T shall never return unless I can

i

Il
s a4 soldier

He then informed me they were [_jl':'uilr__" up a colored
: i

reciment in that city at that time, and if 1 desired to

ficht for myself and my race I had better enlist with
that regiment, and I did so in short order.

[ accordinely enlisted in ( ompany A.. 102nd United

=tates (Colored Lroops and 1 remained with 1|;.-r!| tall
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own people. I thin
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the war was over. After the "||l-l.' of Iklf.' wialr | had a

strong desire to return to the old Kentueky home to

see mv old master and to learn what I could of my

< 1 also 1!1-!&:1 a desire 1o see .\III-1{'E'

in the broken condition 1 imaeined the war must have

left him. 1 started and reached the old stock farm at
ast where I had seen so much misery. 1 went to the
house and found master was in bed, paralyzed. He
had not been out of his bed for six months. [ saxd to
myself: ““The Lord has answered my prayer and
allowed me to live and see him punished who so eruelly

tortured and murdered my friend Bob.

Master was ;|j-|-:L":-1i-]_\ olad to see me. He said 1
was the first to leave him and the first to return. With
the old time Southern hospitality he sent to the cellar

| :

for ﬂll!l"iil:l:'__" to drink and I was made welcome to the
west in his house. I conld noft ||1-|‘|I but notice the
CLL e, There were two ex-Confederates in the "0

who did not look upon me very kindly, if I read them
arieht, Master offered me cood wages if 1 would
-|l|i.\‘. return and remain while he il.\t'-|. [ |kl-ilj:.-.. per
haps, I may have given him, from prudential motives,
sOIne ;‘|H|,H‘-~ that 1 would do so I..II|, | knew him too

vell 1O .-.i:i[l:i‘. ".‘. i1 ol I'-Illllﬂi\. [ f'-'-||||-| i;lra';. -.x'ru- |1;I-J.

» 1 1 o 1}
i..!!”"‘"! one ol ||||' !’f',‘lj-\ I COlOMe( !.'l"1]l!l' ACross tne
|

river. The Drapers were Catholics and were :|[‘.'\:'.‘\-
-_r,-e--i to their -.‘:I'-.I'-. never q-i'lll.:_' one to the slave
raders. She was a happy woman in her new relations
and her husband was industrious and E\‘.'u-.]n-!‘ulla. l

: 4 3 1

could not learn anvthing of my own people, but I saw
mv father’s brothers. who told me some of the I|1:r:;-~
haerein related. lhey had never heard from my father

after he caused us to be sold.

Master never left his bed, With all my negro blood

¥

and all that I have J:.'l*---l':. thronch, 1 would rather be
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in my black skin than in his or my father’s. Think
of being obliced to associate with men of their stamp,
sav nothine about beine their slave, and the mere

thoucht 138 _"-.-JI'.!~‘I\-;. A man ‘»*.;i_“ r'|i|r|-! *-1_'|| I'LE‘- OWTIl

children or who would uphold a system that enabled
him to do so the 1E|Hl|:'||| 18 a horror. \|\ |I!'H]JIH'.
for I call only the colored people mine, sulfered for
!‘l'ili‘.!'_'-!l"ﬂ, ;il'.ll Tf-l- {11|]|\' wonder to me 18 that so many
have survived, that they are as intelligent as they are,

foroivinge as thev have shown themselves to be

and as

iaracteristics comes nejarer

A race with such natural ¢
to the li-.'!.l'|1i!!'_"= of the oreat Master than an} }u-w!.’--
of whom I have learned. The manner in which they
have used their freedom and treated their former
masters appears to me they must have indelibly stamped

in their natures the Lord’s ‘_’-'.‘:l‘!]i.‘!_:". wvherein He savs:

““ But I say unto you, love yvour enemies, bless them

that curse you, do cood to them that hate vou, and
pray for them which despitefully use you and persecuts
you, that yvou may be the children of your Father whi
IS In heaven

I'o be "-'.11.‘"!].|l'.' to be eounted one who lives up to the

above is my desire, notwithstandine all T have ex

In order thaf Iy relatives may
me, 1n case this little J-;lr'-3|-f|:--l should fall into their
;'|:|Jil|~. [ :i'-" myv Post Office address:

[SAAC JOHNSON,

91 Main aireet, “'_'-l'.'l'i'Jll"':.

o

Lawrence Co.. N. }










